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TRENTON,  January  lltJi,  1867. 

THE  Society  met  at  Temperance  Hall  at  12  o'clock,  Mr.  JOHN  RUTHER- 
FURD,  Esq.,  one  of  tlie  Vice-Presidents,  in  the  Chair.  The  charm,  which 
for  twenty-one  years  seemed  to  work  effectually  in  warding  off  all  storms 
from  the  days  for  the  Society's  meetings  proves  no  longer  opera- 
tive, in  May  last  the  rain  interfered  with  the  meeting  at  Newark,  and  on 
this  occasion  a  deep  fall  of  snow  prevented  the  attendance  of  many  of 
the  members. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  HATES,  the  Record- 
ing Secretary. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  WHITEHEAD,  submitted  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  Society  since  May,  comprising  letters  from  Messrs.  Wm. 
H.  Camp,  Wm.  E.  Skinner,  Sam'l  H.  Baldwin,  Oscar  Keen,  Arthur  Ward, 
D.  A.  Ryerson,  H.  N.  Beach,  Wm.  L.  Dayton,  F.  S.  Conover,  Charles 
Wehle,  Rev.  P.  A.  Studdiford  and  Rev.  Marshal  B.  Smith,  accepting 
Resident  Memberships  : — from  Mr.  John  H.  Hartshorne,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  Corresponding  Member,  and  forwarding  a  donation  to 
the  Treasury: — from  Messrs.  H.  N.  Beach,  Wm.  C.  Prime,  of  New  York, 
C.  C.  Haven,  John  A.  McAllister  and  Chas.  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia, 
Asaer  Taylor,  of  New  York,  Geo.  C.  McWhorter,  of  Oswego,  E.  B.  O'Cal- 
laghan,  of  Albany,  and  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  accompanying 
donations  for  the  Library : — from  the  Historical  Society  of  Chicago,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
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the  Society's  publications  : — from  J.  L.  Butler,  St.  Louis,  announcing  the 
formation  of  a  Historical  Society  in  Missouri : — from  Mr.  John  Pening- 
ton,  of  Phila.,  Mr.  8.  M.  L.  Barlow,  of  New  York,  and  various  other 
gentlemen,  on  matters  relating  to  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  WM.  C.  PRIME'S  letter  was  accompanied  by  an  old  deed,  dated 
Nov.  6th,  1708,  for  a  large  tract  of  land,  about  eighteen  miles  square, 
northwest  of  Elizabeth,  particularly  interesting,  from  its  giving  the 
sites  and  names  of  two  Indian  towns  and  the  names  by  which  other 
localities  in  that  quarter  were  then  designated  ;  and  the  letters  of  Messrs. 
McAllister  and  Hart  transmitted  Photographic  copies  of  Silhouette  like- 
nesses of  Washington  and  Mrs.  Washington,  of  interest  from  their  un- 
doubted authenticity  and  correctness. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  ALOFSEN,  reported  a  balance  of  Cash  in  the 
treasury  of  $572  39,  of  which  $96  85  belonged  to  the  Library  Fund. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  CONGAII,  submitted  his  report  of  additions  received 
'  since  the  last  meeting,  comprising  many  of  value  from  the  different  His- 
torical Societies,  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  the  United  States,  and  various 
individuals — the  total  number  of  bound  volumes  now  in  the  library 
being  about  3,500,  not  counting  those  composed  of  pamphlets,  the  num- 
ber of  which  could  not  be  correctly  stated. 

The  following  Report  was  presented  by  the  Executive  Committee  : 

'  The  Executive.  Committee,  referring  to  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer, 
Librarian  and  of  the  Publication  and  Library  Committees  for  details 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate,  would  simply  report  that  during 
the  year  past,  from  different  causes, — not  the  least,  being  the  befitting 
commemoration  of  the  Settlement  of  Newark  on  its  200th  anniversary 
in  May  last,  under  its  auspices, — the  Society  has  not  only  retained,  but 
has  added  to,  the  favorable  consideration  it  has  heretofore  secured  from 
all  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  annals  of  the  State.  Those 
annals  are  justly  regarded  as  replete  with  events  of  great  moment  in  the 
history  of  the  Union,  with  instances  of  patriotism  and  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens,  and  with  acts  of  individual  devotion  to  the  great 
principles  of  human  freedom  and  progress,  rendering  New  Jersey's  posi- 
tion among  her  sister  States,  one,  of  which  her  sons  may  be  proud, 
however  much  they  may  desire  her  to  attain  to  a  still  greater  pre- 
eminence. 

'  It  is  the  object  of  this  Society  to  take  care  that,  what  she  has  done 
and  is  now  doing,  should  not  be  forgotten,  and  we  deem  it  but  a  slight 
tribute  to  its  exertions  to  that  end,  that  Jerseymen  should  by  their 
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money  and  their  influence  aid  its  plans.  To  render  them  effectual  for 
the  ends  in  view  the  resources  of  the  Society  should  be  increased,  and 
in  the  absence  of  such  liberal  endowments  as  many  others  enjoy,  or  the 
annual  State  appropriations,  by  which  some  are  sustained,  an  appeal 
can  only  be  made  to  its  members  for  such  contributions  to  its  various 
funds  as  their  inclinations  may  prompt. 

"  As  the  Society  has  no  funds  on  hand,  or  in  prospect  warranting  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  its  accommodation,  the  Committee 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  leasing  or  selling  the  lot  in  the  City  of 
Newark  which  it  owns,  that  the  annual  rent,  or  the  interest  on  its  value, 
may  be  made  available  towards  meeting  the  urgent  needs  of  the  Society. 
The  growth  of  its  library,  and  increasing  usefulness  consequent  thereon, 
imperatively  demand  the  employment,  at  a  remunerative  salary,  of  a 
competent  Assistant  Librarian,  and  there  are  constant  calls  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  books  and  binding,  which  can  now  only  be  met 
by  liberal  subscriptions  from  individuals,  the  revenue  from  the  annual 
fees  of  the  members  being  small. 

"  "With  the  view,  therefore,  of  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  Society, 
the  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
make  such  disposition  of  the  lot  belonging  to  the  Society,  in  the  City  of  Newark, 
either  by  leasing  the  same  for  a  term  of  years  or  by  absolute  sale  thereof,  as  they 
may  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Society ;  it  being  understood  that  the  rent 
realized,  should  it  be  leased,  shall  be  considered  part  of  the  Library  Fund,  and  that 
the  proceeds  arising  from  its  sale,  shall  be  invested  in  United  States,  or  other  satis- 
factory, Securities  and  the  interest  thereon  be  appropriated  to  the  same  Fund,  to  be 
expended  for  the  preservation,  improvement  and  extension  of  the  library." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  a  Supplement  to  the 
Sixth  Volume  of  the  Society's  "  Collections "  had  been  printed,  and 
would  be  ready  for  distribution  to  subscribers  and  others  in  a  few  days. 
Its  publication  had  been  delayed  from  various  causes  beyond  the  control 
of  the  Committee,  but  which  have  tended  to  render  the  volume  more 
complete  than  it  would  have  been  otherwise.  It  contained  the  Com- 
memorative Proceedings  at  the  Bi-Centenuial  Celebration  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  Newark  in  May  last,  with  a  Map  of  the  town  as  first  laid  out, 
and  Genealogical  Notices  of  the  early  settlers;  making  a  volume  of  182 
pages.  While  its  subject-matter  rendered  it  a  distinct  work,  it  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  "  Collections,"  con- 
taining the  "  Town  Records  of  Newark,"  that  the  Committee  deemed  it 
advisable  to  issue  it  with  a  double  title  page,  that  it  might  enter  into 
the  series  as  a  a  Supplement "  to  that  volume. 

The  Committee  also  reported  that  another  number  of  the  "  Proceed 
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ings"  was  ready  to  be  issued,  concluding  the  10th  volume,  and  bringing 
the  record  of  the  current  transactions  of  the  Society  down  to  the 
present  time. 

A  corrected  list  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  as  directed  to  be  pub- 
lished by  a  resolution  adopted  in  January,  1865,  was  given  in  the  number 
from  an  official  report  of  the  Treasurer,  containing  only  the  names  of 
those  gentlemen  who  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  membership. 

The  committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  publications 
of  the  Society  that  are  for  sale,  as  it  would  materially  increase  the 
resources  of  the  Society,  and  add  to  their  interest  in  its  proceedings  if 
members  would  supply  themselves  with  copies. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  their  report  as  follows  : 

"  That,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Society  adopted  in  Jan- 
uary last,  they  secured  during  the  last  summer,  the  services  of  two  com- 
petent assistants  in  the  library  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  pamphlets, 
and,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  completing  the  catalogue. 

"  These  services  were  rendered  in*  July,  August,  September  and  October, 
during  which  months  the  rooms  were  open  several  hours  of  every  week- 
day, affording  an  opportunity  for  those  engaged  in  historical  researches 
to  obtain  access  to  the  library  without  difficulty.  The  labor  performed 
resulted  as  follows:  All  the  pamphlets  in  the  possession  of  the  Society, 
several  thousand  in  number,  were  properly  arranged  and  classified,  and 
tied  up  in  volumes,  each  with  its  table  of  contents,  ready  for  binding,  and 
those  immediately  referring  to  New  Jersey  together  with  others  to 
which  reference  is  likely  to  be  more  frequently  made,  have  been,  or  arc 
now  being  bound.  The  catalogue  of  pamphlets  has  been  written  up,  and 
some  progress  made  in  perfecting  the  catalogue  of  books ;  and  before  the 
next  annual  meeting  the  committee  hopes  to  be  able  to  report  the  com- 
pletion of  all  that  was  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  Society. 
They  fear,  however,  that,  not  until  a  competent  and  permanent  assistant 
librarian  is  appointed  at  a  suitable  salary,  will  the  Library  attain  to  that 
condition  of  usefulness,  which  in  previous  reports  they  have  frequently 
shown  to  be  desirable.  The  manual  labor  required  and  the  time  which 
must  necessarily  be  devoted  to  it,  preclude  the  proper  performance  of 
the  duties  involved,  either  by  the  librarian  or  by  the  committee.  It  is  a 
mere  question  of  dollars  and  cents.  Whenever,  through  the  liberality 
of  the  members,  the  LIBRAKY  FUND  shall  warrant  the  expense,  there  will 
be  nothing  in  the  way  of  giving  to  the  rooms  every  attention,  and  to 
those  who  frequent  them  every  facility  to  profit  by  the  historical  trea- 
sures they  contain. 

"  Through  the  liberality  of  some  of  the  members,  arrangements  have 
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been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  committee  and  consent  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  whereby  during  the  -winter  the 
rooms  will  be  heated  and  lighted  with  gas  for  weekly  receptions ;  at 
which  time  it  is  expected  that  topics  of  historical  or  literary  interest  will 
be  presented  and  discussed,  and  opportunities  be  offered  for  examining 
our  collections,  as  well  as  for  conversation  and  social  intercourse,  leading 
to  a  wider  dissemination  of  interest  in  the  Society  and  its  objects. 

"The  report  of  the  Librarian  shows  the  additions  made  to  the  library 
since  the  last  meeting.  The  forming  of  the  pamphlets  into  volumes, 
with  the  additions  constantly  being  made,  will  soon  again  require  an 
extension  of  shelving,  some  of  the  departments  being  already  more  than 
full." 

The  nominating  committee  reported  several  gentlemen  for  member- 
ship, who  were  thereupon  duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were 
received. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  1867. : 

On  Publications.  Richard  S.  Field,  William  A.  Whiteheacl,  Henry  W. 
Green,  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  John  Hall. 

On  Statistics.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Samuel  M. 
Hamill,  S.  A.  Farrancl,  E.  Mercer  Shrevc. 

On  Nominations.  David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  Ravaud  K. 
Rodgers. 

On  the  Library.  "Walter  Rutherfurd,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  John  P.  Jack- 
son, with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in  Newark. 

Messrs  Hall,  Duryee  and  Shreve  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nom- 
inate officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  subsequently  reported  the  follow- 
ing who  were  duly  elected : 

President, 

JAMES  PARKER / Perth  Amboy. 

Vice-Presidents, 

RICHARD  S.  FIELD Princeton. 

HENRY  W.  GREEN Trenton. 

JOHN  RUTITERFURD Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD Newark. 

Recording  Secretary, 
DAVID  A.  HAYES Newark. 

Treasurer.  '    . 

SOLOMON  ALOFSEN Jersey  City. 
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Librarian, 

SAMUEL  II.'  CONGAR Newark. 

**  Executive  Committee, 

SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON Mwark. 

CHARLES  S.  OLDEN Princeton. 

RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS Bound  Brook. 

N.  NORRIS  HALSTED Harrison. 

JOHN  HALL Trenton. 

C.  C.  HAVEN Trenton. 

SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL Lawrenceville. 

JOHH  CLEMENT Haddonfield. 

WM.  B.  KINNEY  Morristmcn. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  for  dinner.  On  re-assernbling  at  2£  P. 
M.,  the  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  read  a  letter  from  Hon.  Thos.  P.  Carpenter,  of  Carn- 
den,  accompanying  a  sword  presented  to  General  James  Giles,  of  the 

Revolutionary  Army,  by  General  LaFayette,  forwarded  by  members  of 
his  family  to  be  deposited  with  the   Society.     Mr.   W.  also  read  a 

biographical  notice  of  General  Giles,  by  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  which 
had  also  been  received  through  Mr.  Carpenter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYES,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ordered  to  be 
returned  through  Judge  Carpenter,  for  the  interesting  relic  named,  and 
the  notice  of  General  Giles  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Mr.  C.  C.  HAVEN  made  a  statement  to  the  Society  of  the  progress 
made  by  the  New  Jersey  Monument  Association,  in  their  laudable  ob- 
ject, and  submitted  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution,  which  were 
adopted : 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  manifest  interest  of  Historical  Societies  to  give  tbeir  aid  and 
sanction,  to  such  Monumental  Associations  as  tend  to  honor  the  virtues  and  per- 
petuate the  memories  of  such  illustrious  heroes  and  statesmen  as  have  been  bene- 
factors to  our  country,  and  have  given  luster  to  its  historic  fame,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  New  Jersey  Monumental  Association,  duly  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  is  an  institution  of  this  sort  already  organized,  with  corpo- 
rators in  each  County  thereof,  under  the  management  of  a  duly  appointed  board 
of  officers,  aiming  at  the  erection  of  a  suitable  structure  to  commemorate  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  State,  and  especially  to  secure  the  celebrity  of  all  the  battles 
fought  in  New  Jersey  by  the  Revolutionary  Army ;  and  as  said  Corporation  have 
made  a  promising  beginning  for  their  undertaking  by  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
amountof  five  thousand  dollars  at  least,  and  sites  offered  gratuitously  for  the  erection 
of  a  monument,  or  cenotaph,  on  the  camp-fire  grounds  attached  to  Trenton,  near  the 
Assunpink,  the  spot  most  suitable  to  commemorate  the  pivot  on  which  turned  the 
successful  issue  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  society  cordially  appreciates  this  laudable  undertaking,  and 
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with  the  view  of  co-operating  in  its  success,  will  have  this  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tion entered  on  its  minutes,  and  publish  the  same  in  its  Journal,  and  that  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Association  be  preserved  in  its  Library,  with  the  map,  &c.,  accompany- 
ing it. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  great  interest  to  an  address  by  CORT- 
LA.ND  PARKER,  ESQ.,  of  Newark,  "  On  the  Military  Career  of  General 
Philip  Kearney,"  exhibiting  the  patriotism  and  ability  of  that  distin- 
guished soldier,  which  occupied  more  than  two  hours  in  its  delivery, 
riveting  the  attention  of  the  Society  throughout.  On  concluding,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Parker,  and  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress requested  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Newark,  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 


embus 

JANUARY  17TH,  1867. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Gustavus  N.  Abeel,  Newark. 

Horatio  N.  Fryatt,  Belleville. 

Robert  Gilchrist,  Jersey  City. 

Caldwell  K.  Hall,  Trenton. 

John  B.  Hervey,  Belleville. 

John  Budd  Meeker,  Newark. 

Robert  W.  Rutherfurd,  Newarlc. 

Stephen  G.  Sturges,  Newarlc. 

Henry  C.  Terhune,  Newarlc. 

Frederick  S.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Newarlc. 

Ralph  Voorhees,  Middlebush,  Somerset  Co. 

Joseph  M.  Ward,  Newarlc. 

Charles  Young,  M,  D.,  Newarlc. 

Henry  E.  Young,  Newarlc. 

John  I.  Young,  Newarlc. 


Sriwtas  turn  tanttyffl&tx*  anKj  f 
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FROM  MR.  ASHER  TAYLOR. 

NEW  YORK,  May  29th,  1866. 
Mr.  WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Corresponding  Secretary,  &e. : 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  scrap  I  sent  you  some  time  ago*  on  the  corruption 
of  the  Aboriginal  name  of  Middletown,  was  a  passage  from  prefatory 
remarks  in  my  Family  Genealogy,  and  was  only  intended  to  draw  your 
attention,  in  the  hope  of  eliciting  from  you  an  investigation  and  proper 
treatment  of  the  subject,  as  I  think  it  worthy  of  some  thought.  There 
is  a  correction,  I  think,  needed  in  it.  When  the  Dutchmen  heard  the 
Indian  name  of  the  land,  they  wrote  it  according  to  the  Dutch  sound 
of  the  letters,  Na-ve-sing — pronounced  Nau-ves-sing.  (I  prefer  the  Nau 
so  as  to  secure  the  accent  on  the  middle  syllable.) 

When  Mr.  Lookerman  and  his  party  gave  the  account  of  their  voyage,! 
they,  I  suppose,  wrote  it  in  English,  attempting  to  give  the  name  ac- 
cording to  the  English  sound  of  the  letters ;  and  got  it  New,  for  "  Nau," 
as  near  as  could  be  expected  from  parties  not  likely  to  be  very  sharp  set 
in  the  sounds  and  tones  of  the  letters.  On  all  the  first  maps,  I  believe , 
it  is  spelled  "  Na,"  and  in  that  only  instance,  anywhere,  New. 

Middletown  Point  has  broken  ground  in  restoring  the  aboriginal 
name  of  Mattewan.  I  wish  they  had  spelled  the  last  syllable  wn, 
which  would  have  distinguished  it  from  the  half  a  dozen  other  Matte- 
wans  ;  and  if  Middletown  could  be  induced  to  resume  Nauvessing,  and 
Key  Port,  Ohing-qua-ro-ra,  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  all  round. 

Respectfully, 

ASHER  TAYLOR. 


FROM  MR,  JOHN  PENINGTON. 

PHILA.,  May  23d,  I860. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:    *    *    *    *    *    *    "The  origin  of  Navesink   is  a 
matter  in  which  I  took  great  interest  many  years  ago,  and  which  I 

*  See  Proceedings,  1st  Series,  Vol.  10,  p.  167. 
t  Society's  Collections  1, 177. 
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settled  in  iny  mind  to  be  a  corruption  of  Neversink,  a  fishing  place — 
yatneri,  fish,  and  ink  or  unk,  denoting  locality.  That  it  was  a  great 
place  of  resort  of  the  natives  for  fishing,  is  matter  of  both  history  and 
tradition. 

Very  truly  and  cordially, 

JNO.  PENIKGTOK 

Sir.  WHITEHEAD. 


FROM  MR.  CHARLES  H.  HART. 

PHILADELPHIA,  June  18th,  1867. 
MR.  WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Newark,  N.  J. 
MY  DEAR  SIR  : 

**  *  *  *  ******:;<* 

I  ask  the  Society's  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  photograph  of  Washing- 
ton, from  an  original  profile  in  my  possession.  It  was  painted  by  a 
Frenchman  named  Vallu,  1795,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  por- 
traits I  have  ever  seen.  Its  history,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  very  brief. 
About  ten  years  since  a  gentleman  purchased  at  a  book-store  in  New 
York,  an  old  volume,  in  which  on  turning  over  the  leaves  he  found  the 
picture  from  which  the  photograph  is  a  copy.  'After  keeping  it  for  some 
years  he  presented  it  to  the  late  Major  Turner,  of  this  city,  who,  on  the 
solicitation  of  my  esteemed  friend,  James  P.  Smith,  Esq.,  the  eminent 
miniature  painter,  promised  it  to  me  a  short  time  before  his  death.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Smith,  a  lady  of  over  90  years,  who  knew  Washington 
quite  well  during  his  Presidency,  considers  it  a  striking  likeness.  In 
this  connection  the  following  anecdote  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  I 
lately  procured  a  fine  copy  of  Savage's  picture  of  Washington,  (painted 
and  engraved  by  himself,)  and  wishing  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  old 
lady  above-mentioned,  on  the  correctness  of  the  likeness,  I  got  her  son 
to  take  it,  together  with  a  very  fine  Stuart  I  have,  to  show  her,  which 
he  did,  first  exhibiting  the  Savage  picture,  which  she  said  was  good,  but 
not  noble  and  masculine  enough  looking  for  the  great  man.  He  then 
showed  her  the  Stuart,  which  is  accepted  by  all  I  believe  to  be  the  most 
perfect  delineation  of  Washington's  countenance,  on  seeing  which  she  rose 
from  her  chair  and  exclaimed  u  That's  the  General  himself."  I  have 
nearly  three  hundred  portraits  of  Washington,  all  with  some  variation. 
The  accompanying  documents  may  also  be  of  some  use.  *  *  * 
I  am  with  much  esteem,  your  very  truly 

CHARLES  H.  HART, 

1819  Chestnut  street. 
2 
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FROM  MR.  J.  A.  McALLISTER. 

PHILADELPHIA,  June  2cl,  1867. 

MY  DEAR  SIR:  Edward  Shippen,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  has  very  kindly 
permitted  photographs  to  be  made  from  the  Silhouettes  of  General  and 
Mrs.  Washington,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bordley 
Gibson,  of  this  city — copies  of  which  are  enclosed.  A  fac  simile  of  Mrs. 
G.'s  certificate  accompanies  each  picture.  You  will  observe  that  the 
Silhouettes  were  presented  to  Mrs.  G.  by  Nellie  Curtis.  Miss  Mifflin,  of 
this  city,  informs  me  that  the  profiles  were  cut  by  Frestal,  who  after- 
wards became  tutor  for  young  LaFayette.  *  *  * 

Yours,  &c. 

JNO.  A.  MCALLISTER. 

WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ.,  Cor.  Sec.  Hist.  Soc'y,  Newark,  N.  J. 


FROM  MR.  WILLIAM  C.  PRIME. 

JOURNAL  OF  COMMERCE  OFFICE,  / 
NEW  YORK,  June  28th,  1867.      [ 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  I  saved  some  old  parchments  from  destruction  the 
other  day.  Among  them  I  found  what  appeared  to  be  an  original  patent 
(dated  Nov.  6,  1708,)  for  a  tract  of  land  in  New  Jersey,  and  therefore  to 
possess  some  historical  value.  Rather  than  bury  it  in  my  private  col- 
lection I  thought  it  best  to  send  it  to  you,  and  ask  you,  if  it  seems  of  any 
importance,  to  deposit  it  in  the  archives  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,  or  such  other  place  as  you,  who  are  especially  interested  in  New 
Jersey  history,  may  think  proper  for  it. 

Truly  yours, 

W.  C.  PRIME. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esq. 


*„,*  The  tract  conveyed  in  the  deed  transmitted  by  Mr.  Prime,  is  said  in 
the  instrument  to  be  "  called  by  the  Indians  Markseta  Eohunge,  lying 
and  being  on  the  north  west  side  of  Elizabeth-towne,  beginning  at  a 
white  oak  tree  and-runn  of  water  called  Hapakonoessy  where  the  same 
comes  out  of  the  mountaine,  the  said  tree  being  about  six  miles  to  the 
Northwest  of  a  place  known  amongst  the  Christians  by  the  name  of  the 
Pitt,  about  eight  miles  to  the  southwest  of  an  Indian  towne  called 
Watomcuk,  and  about  thirty-three  miles  from  Elizabeth  town,  the  said 
tree  being  marked  with  an  F;  from  thence  towards  another  Indian 
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towne  called  peacock,  South  Southwest  nineteene  miles,  thence  due  east 
seventeen  miles,  from  thence  due  North  eighteene  miles  through  the 
great  swamp  pissaick  and  Weypenunk  river  and  along  the  east  side  of 
said  Weypenunk  river,  and  from  thence  about  fourteene  miles  due  West 
to  the  above-mentioned  white  oak  tree  marked  with  F  as  is  aforesaid 
the  place  where  it  first  begun.  Together  with  all  woods,  &c." 
The  grantees  are — 

Richard  Townly 1.28th.      Wm.  Urquhart 2.28ths 

Mary  Beekley 4.28ths.     Jacob  Reed 2.28ths. 

Peter  Fautonnicr 3.28ths.     Ebenezer  Willson 2.28ths. 

Wm.  Bonnell 2.28ths.     Lancaster  Symes 2.2Sths. 

Wm.  Niebee 2.28ths.     Conningsby  Norbury 2.28ths. 

Anthony  Badgely 2.28ths.     Philip  Rokeby 2.28ths- 

Wm.  Creed..  .  2.28ths. 


FROM  HON.  THOMAS  P.  CARPENTER, 

TRANSMITTING  THE   SWORD   OF   GENERAL   GILES. 

CAMDEN,  January  loth,  1867. 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  send  herewith  an  interesting  relic  for  deposit  with  the 
Historical  Society.  It  is  a  sword  formerly  belonging  to  General  James 
Giles,  late  of  Bridgeton,  in  this  State,  to  whom  it  was  presented  by  Gen- 
eral LaFayette.  General  Giles,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  then  an 
artillery  officer,  served  with  great  honour  to  himself  and  usefulness  to 
the  cause,  at  one  period  being  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
LaFayette.  The  sword  bears  this  inscription : 

"  Presented  by  the  Marquiss  LaFayette, 
Major-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

TO 

James  Giles,  Lieut,  in  the  2d  or  New  York 
Reg't  of  Artillery,  Sept,  9,  1780." 

This  sword  on  the  death  of  General  Giles,  fell  to  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hampton,  and  on  her  death,  not  long  since,  to  her  niece,  Mrs.  Nancy  E. 
Kennard,(wife  of  Rev.  J.  Spencer  Kennard,)  whose  agent  I  am  in  trans- 
mitting it  to  the  Society.  She  desires  to  place  it  in  their  custody,  as  well 
in  accordance  with  her  own  inclinations,  as  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Hampton, 
desirous  that  the  sword  may  still  serve  to  identify  the  memory  of  Gen. 
Giles  with  New  Jersey,  where  he  so  long  lived,  and  where  he  died. 

I  send  with  the  sword  a  memorandum  of  General  Giles,  which  seems 
to  have  been  written  while  on  a  visit  to  meet  his  old  commander.  Also 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  Elizabeth,  to  General  Giles,  dated  Sept.  3,  1824, 
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in  relation  to  a  reception  intended  to  be  given  to  Gen.  La  Fayette,  then 
expected  to  visit  or  to  pass  through  New  Jersey.  They  possess  common 
interest  in  connection  with  this  sword. 

Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer  has  kindly  furnished  an  interesting  notice  of 
General  Giles,  which  I  send,  and  which  will  be  particularly  acceptable 
at  this  time. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  P.  CARPENTER. 
WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esq.,  Sec'y  N.  J.  Hist.  Society. 

Extracts  from  the  memorandum  and  letter  alluded  to  by  Judge  Car- 
penter : 

"  In  September  last  I  went  to  N.  Y.  for  'e  purpose  of  meeting  General 
L.  F.,  as  I  had  served  under  his  particular  command.  He  was  very  glad 
to  see  me,  and  expressed  himself  highly  gratified  when  I  showed  him  'e 
'  sword  he  had  presented  to  me  in  'e  time  of  'e  Revolution,  and  in  his  af- 
fectionate way  thanked  me  for  my  remembrance  of  him  in  'e  preservation 
of  his  gift.  I  accompanied  him  thro'  'e  State,  and  did  not  leave  him 
until  two  or  three  days  after  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia." 


FROM    GEORGE  C.  BARBER  TO  GENERAL  GILES. 

ELIZABETH  TOWN,  September  3d,  1824. 

*  *  *  *  =;;  *  if  *  *  *  #  *  * 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  fear  lest  the  Society*  may  have  committed  an  error,  un- 
intentionally, in  selecting  this  committee  to  arrange  the  meeting  with 
the  Marquis  (except  one).  "We  know  little  of  their  movements.  "We 
understand  that  on  Wednesday  following  their  arrival  in  New  York, 
General  D.  and  Judge  P,  waited  upon  him,  the  latter  as  committee  from 
the  town  of  Newark.  After  their  return  General  Dayton  mentioned  that 
the  Society  were  to  join  with  the  citizens  of  Newark  in  doing  him 
honor,  and  that  as  a  Society  we  were  to  meet  him  there,  but  no  time  was 
fixed.  As  he  would  in  that  respect  be  a  guest  of  Newark  and  the  Socie- 
ty secondary,  his  time  would  be  almost  wholly  engrossed  with  their  ar- 
rangements. This  project  met  the  decided  disapprobation  of  the  mem- 
bers here,  and  General  D.,  acknowledging  its  impropriety,  gave  out  that 
he  had  written  to  the  Marquis  to  know  if  it  would  suit  his  convenience 
to  pass  one  day  at  Elizabeth  and  one  at  Newark.  We  do  not  learn 
that  any  definite  arrangement  has  been  made  in  regard  to  time  or  place 

*  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 
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The  Committee  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Newark  arrangement, 
their  business  is  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  Society, — its  object  was  to 
have  a  free  and  social  meeting  with  him,  as  little  interrupted  by  other 
arrangements  as  possible,  at  such  place  as  would  be  most  convenient  to 
the  members  generally.  Knowing  the  anxious  wish  of  the  old  members 
to  meet  their  long  absent  friend  and  companion  in  arms,  we  were  the 
more  surprised  that  Newark  should  be  fixed  upon,  as  the  meeting  would 
only  be  partial  and  the  main  object  defeated. 

From  conversations  with  several  of  the  members  here,'  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  plan  of  meeting  is  immaterial  to  them,  provided  the  object  can 
be  attained. 

I  presume  that  no  arrangements  have  as  yet  been  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  I  have  heard  of  none  ;  and  I  now  despair  of  a  meeting.  If  he 
is  to  be  at  Philadelphia  on  the  14th  the  committeeN  will  have  to  arrange 
time  and  place  after  his  return  to  New  York,  say  on  the  6th.  The  Sec- 
retary is  then  informed  and  sends  notices  to  the  members  on  the  7th,  it 
Avill  then  require  7  days  at  least  for  the  members  to  receive  notice  and 
convene.  It  would  have  been  as  easy  for  our  committee  to  have  fixed  a 
day  with  the  Marquis  as  the  Cincinnati  of  New  York. 

I  should  regret  extremely  that  anything  should  transpire  to  prevent  a 
full  meeting,  and  particularly  the  attendance  of  his  brothers  in  arms,  the 
interest  in  the  scene  would  be  greatly  lessened,  and  equally  disappoint 
the  Marquis.  His  visit  to  this  country  was  principally  to  meet  his  old 
friends  and  companions,  and  whenever  the  meeting  may  be  fixed,  I  hope 
that  an  extraordinary  exertion  will  be  made  by  the  old  officers  to  attend, 
of  which  as  early  a  notice  as  possible  will  be  given,  if  I  am  to  do  the 
service.  *  *  *  * 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

GEORGE  C.  BARBER. 

GENERAL  GILES. 


FROM  HON.  L.  Q.  C.  ELMER. 

BRIDGE-TON,  January  14th,  1867. 

DEAR  SIR  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request  to 
give  you  some  account  of  Gen.  James  Giles,  who  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  this  place  nearly  half  a  century.  He  was  born  in  New  York  in 
the  year  1759.  His  parents  were  from  England,  and  do  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  relatives  in  this  country.  While  he  was  still  an  infant, 
his  father  went  to  the  mother  country,  to  be  ordained  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Episcopal  church.  On  his  return,  the  vessel  in  which  he  came  was 
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wrecked  in  a  violent  snow  storm'  at  the  entrance  of  Delaware  Bay,  and 
he  perished.  His  body  was  said  to  have  been  buried  in  an  old  grave- 
yard at  New  England  Town,  in  Cape  May  county,  now  nearly  or  quite 
washed  away  ;  but  his  son  was  never  able  to  identify  the  place. 

In  the  year  1771  young  Giles  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  with 
Benjamin  Helme  in  the  city  of  New  York.    In  March,  1776,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  Lieutenant  in  the  2d  or  New  York  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
continued  in  service  until  1782,  and  during  some  part  of  the  time  was 
Adjutant  of  the  Regiment.    In  1780  he  was  attached  to  the  command  of 
La  Fayette,  and  served  under  -that  distinguished  friend  of  America  in 
Virginia.     It  was  at  this  time  that  he  received  the  sword  now  in  your 
possession,  the  General  having  recently  returned  from  France  and  bring- 
ing with  him  a  large  supply  of  equipments  for  his  destitute  officers  and 
soldiers.    The  inscription  now  upon  it  was  noMoubt  placed  there  by  order 
of  General  Giles  in  1824,  when  he  had  it  handsomely  re-mounted,  and 
wore  it  upon  the  occasion  of  La  Fayette's  reception  by  the  Society  of 
Cincinnati  of  New  Jersey.     The  title  of  Marquis,  although  commonly 
used  by  the  American  officers  and  people,  had  been  relinquished  by  the 
General  and  was  not  used  by  himself.    It  was  said  at  the  time  that  he 
received  Gen.  Giles  with  great  cordiality  and  perfectly  remembered  him. 
In  1782  Giles  became  an  indentured  clerk,  according  to  the  usage  of 
that  day,  to  Joseph  Bloomfield,  then  residing  at  Trenton,  afterwards 
Attorney-General  and  Governor  of  the  State,  and  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  a  General  in  the  army.     He  raised  a  company  at  Bridge- 
ton,  where  he  resided  in  1776,  of  which  he  was  the  Captain,  and  became 
a  Major.     Giles  was  licensed  as  an  Attorney  in  this  State  in  September, 
1783.     The  next  year  he  married  Gen.  Bloomfield's  sister,  Hannah,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Bloomfield,  of  Woodbridge.     In  the  early  part 
of  1784  he  was  licensed  as  a  lawyer  in  the  courts  of  New  York,  and 
appears  to  have  resided  and  practised  in  that  city  several  years  after 
his  marriage.     He  came  with  his  family  to  Bridgeton  in  1788,  and  in 
November,  1789  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  in  joint  meeting  clerk 
of  the  county.     Having  been   twice  re-appointed,  he  held  the  office 
fifteen  years.     During  this  time,  and  for  a  few  years  afterwards,  he  had 
quite  a  large,  and  for  that  day  quite  a  lucrative,  practice  as  an  attorney. 
In  1793  he  built  and  commenced  to  occupy  the  house  on  Broad  street 
now  owned  by  Rev.  Dr.  Jones,  in  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  in 
1825.    For  many  years,  this  house  with  its  grounds,   furniture  and 
appointments ,  was  much  the  finest  residence  in  the  place.     He  was  this 
year  commissioned  Brigadier  General  of  the  Cumberland  Brigade  of 
Militia,  the  late   Judge  White,  then  a   resident  of  this  place,  about 
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eleven  years  younger  than  the  General,  being  at  the  head  of  his  staff  as 
Brigade  Major.  In  1805  he  resigned  his  commission  as  General,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  junior  officer  being  appointed  Major  General  of  the 
Division.  This  was  the  result  of  a  change  in  politics,  the  federal  party 
to  which  Giles  belonged  having  become  a  hopeless  minority. 

Mrs.  Giles  was  a  lady  of  very  considerable  personal  attractions,  very 
intelligent  and  active,  and  highly  esteemed  for  her  consistent  and  decided 
Christian  character  as  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  died 
in  1823,  at  the  age  of  61. 

They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  one  was  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy, 
three  daughters  died  in  childhood,  and  one,  a  twin  sister  of  Mrs.  Inskeep, 
died  at  the  age  of  23.  The  oldest  daughter  (Maria)  married  Abraham 
Inskeep,  of  the  firm  of  Bradford  and  Inskeep,  Booksellers  in  Philadelphia, 
and  afterwards  in  New  York.  They  removed  many  years  ago  to  New 
Orleans,  where  she  died,  in  1864.  Several  daughters,  who  inherited 
much  of  the  beauty  of  their  mother,  married  gentlemen  of  wealth  and 
position  in  that  city.  One  of  them  is  the  wife  of  Col.  Nixon,  late  of  the 
Confederate  army.  Their  descendants  are  the  only  representatives  of 
the  family.  Frances  Helm  married  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Hampton,  and  was  the 
mother  of  the  late  Hon.  James  G.  Hampton,  who  represented  this 
district  four  years  in  Congress.  She  died  recently.  The  youngest 
daughter,  Nancy  Bloomfield,  a  few  days  younger  than  myself,  married 
Charles  Read,  Cashier  of  Cumberland  Bank,  and  died  in  1838,  without 
issue. 

Gen.  Giles  was  a  well  read  lawyer  and  safe  counselor,  although  it 
cannot  be  said  that  he  was  distinguished  as  an  advocate.  Upon  the 
establishment  of  Cumberland  Bank,  in  1817,  he  was  elected  the  first 
President,  and  after  that  time  did  not  so  much  business  as  a  lawyer. 
He  was  remarkably  neat  and  precise  as  a  clerk  and  attorney,  never 
failing  to  file  his  pleadings  in  due  time,  and  never  neglecting  his 
business.  His  personal  appearance,  although  he  was  rather  below  the 
medium  size,  was  very  attractive.  He  was  kind  and  genial  in  disposi- 
tion, very  courteous  to  his  brethren  at  the  bar,  and  especially  to  the 
junior  members  of  the  profession;  at  the  circuits,  the  life  of  the  com- 
pany. During  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  it  was  his  great  relaxation 
and  delight  to  attend  the  courts  four  times  a  year  at  Cape  May,  where 
he  always  went  several  days  in  advance  of  the  term,  and  was  greatly 
relied  on  for  counsel  by  the  people  of  that  country. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Elmer,  to  his  uncle 
in  1805,  shortly  after  he  had  finished  his  clerkship  in  the  General's 
office,  that  he  had  some  expectations  of  being  appointed  Justice  of  the 
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Supreme  Court,  He  says:  "Mr.  Giles  is  spoken  of  by  both  parties 
(privately)  for  the  appointment  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court." 
The  result  was  that  a  law  was  passed  reducing  the  number  of  Justices 

to  three. 

Truly  yours, 

L.  Q.  C.  ELMER. 
Hon.  T.  P.  CARPENTER. 
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From  S.  Alofsen — John  Russell  jBartlet,  The  Literature  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. (Edition  of  250  copies  in  8vo.,  and  60  in  4  to.)  8  vo.  paper* 
1860. 

Charles  J.  Stilles.  History  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion. 8  vo.;  cloth.  1866. 

Aug.  C.  Hamlin.  Martyria;  or  Andersonville  Prison.  12  vo.,  cloth.. 
1866. 

F.  B.  Carpenter.  Six  months  at  the  White  House  with  Abr.  Lin- 
coln. 12  vo.,  cloth.  1866. 

Professor  Joel  Parker.  Two  Lectures  on  Revolution  and  Recon- 
struction. 8  vo.,  paper.  1866. 

(Richard  Grant  White.)  Tne  New  Gospel  of  Peace,  according  to 
St.  Benjamin.  4th  and  last  Book.  (Satire.)  13  vo.,  paper.  1866. 

The  United  States  Service  Magazine  for  the  6  months,  ending  June 
30th,  1866,  or  six  monthly  numbers,  comprising  the  5th  volume  of 
this  periodical,  the  puplication  of  which  being  now  discontinued. 

Added  to  these  loose  numbers  are  five  black  muslin  covers,  for  the 
binding  of  the  volumes.  8  vo.,  paper.  1866. 

R.  H.  Stoddard.    FAbraham  Lincoln,   an  Horatian   Ode.      8  vo., 
paper.     1865. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society— Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
1864-1865. 

From  ih«  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  20,  and  at  the  Special  Meeting,  Nov.  15 
1866. 
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From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
Vol.  X,  1866,  No.  75. 

Catalogue  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  Library.  Part 
II.  Class  V. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society — Intramural  interments  in  popu- 
lous cities,  and  their  influence  upon  health  and  epidemics.  By  John 
H.  Ranch,  M.  D., 'Chicago,  1866. 

Seventh  and  Eighth  Annual  Statements  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Chicago.  Reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  J.  F.  Beaty,  Secretary. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — The  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  and  Antiquarian  Jour- 
nal, July  and  October,  1866. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society  at  ths  annual  meeting,  Jan.  2,  1867,  by  John  A. 
Andrew,  L.L.D.,  President  of  the  Society,  with  the  Proceedings  at 
said  meeting. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa.    July,  1866. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior— Journal  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  Senate  and  House  Miscellanies,  Reports  of  Commit- 
tees, Executive  Documents,  &c.  1st  Session  38th  Congress,  with  3  vols. 
8th  Census,  Coast  Survey,  Smithsonian  Report,  and  Vol.  10th  Commer- 
cial Relations.  35  volumes. 

From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — Laws,  Journal  of  the  Senate,  Minutes  of 
the  90th  General  Assembly,  and  Documents  of  the  Session  of  1866, 
with  Journal  and  Minutes  of  the  Extra  Session,  convened  Sept.  llth, 
1866. 

From  the  Hon,  Wm.  Wright — The  Congressional  Globe ;  containing  de- 
bates, &c.,  3d  session  28th  Congress,  also  of  the  Special  Session  of  the 
Senate.  Navy  Register  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  year  1865  and  1866. 

Report  of  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1863,  with  Reports  on 
Cotton,  Malt  Liquors.  Petroleum,  Distilled  Spirits,  Medicines,  Perfu- 
mery, &c.,  as  sources  of  National  Revenue. 

From  the  Wilmington  Institute — Annual  Report,  April,  1866. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association — Annual  Report,  1866. 

From  Harvard  College — Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of 
Harvard  College,  1865-66 

Catalogue  of  Harvard  University,  1866. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Oct., 
Dec.,  1865. 
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From  Hon.  J.  R.   Bartlet— Records  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 

Providence  Plantations  in  New  England.     Vol.  X.     1784  to  1792. 
From  the  Autliors—Tlie  Moral  and  Intellectual  Influences  of  Libraries 
upon  Social  Progress.  An  address  delivered  before  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  on  its  21st  Anniversary,  Nov.  21,  18G5,  by  Frederick 
De  Peyster,  President  of  the  Society. 

Memoir  of  Hon.  Reuel  Williams,  prepared  for  the  Maine  Historical 
Society.  By  John  A.  Poor. 

An  address  delivered  at  the  erection  of  a  Monumental  Stone  in  the 
walls  of  Fort  Popham,  Aug.  29, 1862,  commemorative  of  the  Planting 
of  the  Popham  Colony  on  the  Peninsular  of  Sabine,  Aug.  19,  O.  S. 
1607,  establishing  the  title  of  England  to  the  Continent.  By  John 
A  Poor. 

No  restriction  on  Railway  Transit.  Argument  of  John  A.  Poor  be- 
fore the  Joint  Standing  Committee  on  Railroads,  "Ways  and 
Bridges;  delivered  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  Maine,  Feb.  14th,  1865. 

A  preliminary  Genealogy  of  the  Wynkoop  Family.  By  Richard 
Wynkoop,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1866. 

A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Pompton,  N. 
J.,  at  its  Semi-Centennial  Anniversary,  June  18th,  1865.  By  Rev.  John 
Jansen,  Pastor. 

Historical  Narrative  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  from 
1776  to  1866.  Read  by  Dr.  Win.  Pierson,  at  the  Centenniaf  Celebra- 
tion, January  24th,  1866,  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Remarks  on  the  early  Paper  Currency  of  Massachusetts  ;  read  before 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  April  25th,  1866.  By  Nathaniel 
Paine. 

Annals  of  the  City  of  Trenton,  with  Random  Remarks  and  Historic 
Reminiscences.  By  C.  C.  Haven. 

Thirty  Days  in  New  Jersey,  Ninety  Years  Ago.    By  C.  C.  Haven. 

A  Photographed  Genealogical  Chart  on  a  New  Plan.  Framed  and 
Glazed.  Large  size.  By  Asher  Taylor,  of  New  York — with  small 
duplicate  of  the  same. 

From  Charles  H.  Hart,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia— Blank  form  of  Articles  of 
Agreement,  to  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  a  Privateer — such 
as  were  used  during  the  Revolution. 

Autograph  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  New  Jersey,  from  Governor 
Bloomfield,  dated  March  10,  1809,  for  the  payment  of  $89  62,  out  of 
the  Militia  Fund  of  the  State. 

Broadside — Containing  Brigade  Orders  from  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph 
Bloo.iifield,  for  the  mustering  and  exercising  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Burlington  and  Gloucester.  Aug.  1,  1796. 
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The  Three  Days'  Battle  of  Chattanooga,  23d,  24th  and  25th  Nov., 
1863.  An  Unofficial  Dispatch  from  Gen.  Meigs  to  the  Hon.  E.  M. 
Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  Map. 

From  8.  R.  Raines,  Esq. — Common  Sense,  Junior;  A  Political  Pcem. 
Calculated  for  the  Meridian  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  of  the 
States  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee ;  but  will  answer  for  any  other  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  sensible  variation.  By  a  Citizen  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  1799.  An  Oration  delivered  in  Roxbury,  N.  J.,  on  the  4th 
July,  1807,  by  John  D.  Gardner,  Esq. — and  An  Oration  delivered  at 
Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  4th  July,  by  Rev.  L.  Covell — in  1  vol.,  bound. 

From  W.  A.  Whitehead — The  Lost  Principle;  or  the  Sectional  Equi- 
librium. How  it  was  Created.  How  Destroyed.  How  it  may  be 
Restored.  By  "  Barbarossa."  Richmond.  1860. 

The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  for  the  years  1846,  '47,  '48,  '50,  '51, 
'52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '59,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64  and  '65.  16  years. 

From  Edward  Shippen — Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Bordley  Family, 
of  Maryland,  for  their  Descendants.  By  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bordley 
Gibson.  •  Edited  by  her  niece,  Elizabeth  Mifflin.  1865. 

From  Dr.  L  P.  Trimble — Legislat.ve  Documents.  Session  of  1866. 
New  Jersey. 

From  John  R.  Burnet — The  47th  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the 
New  York  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
1865. 

From  F.  H.  Dawes — Addresses  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  National  Industry.  1819. 

From  Henry  2f.  Beach — A  Journal  of  the  Life,  Gospel  Labours  and 
Christian  Experience  of  that  faithful  Minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  John 
"Woolman. 

From  Charles  N.  Buck — A  Meteorological  Account  of  the  "Weather  in 
Philadelphia,  from  January  1,  1790,  to  January  1,  1847  ;  with  an 
Appendix,  containing  a  variety  of  Interesting  Information.  By 
Charles  Pierce. 

From  George  C.  McWhorter — Thoughts  on  Popular  Lectures,  by  Geo.  H. 
McWhorter,  MS.,  with  a  Three  Pound  New  Jersey  Note,  No.  375,  of 
Nov.  20th,  1757. 

From  Samuel  L.  M.  Barlow,  Esq. — Notes  on  Columbus.  New  York. 
Privately  Printed.  1866.  One  of  Ninety-nine  Copies. 

From  John  A.  Poor — Memorial  of  the  European  and  North  American 
Railway  Company  of  Maine,  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  for 
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State  Aid,  January  15th,  1866,  with  accompanying  Documents,  and 
Report  on  Defences  of  the  North-eastern  Frontier,  38th  Congress. 

Responsibilities  of  the  Founders  of  Republics;  an  Address  on  the 
Peninsula  of  Sabino,  on  the  258th  Anniversary  of  the  Planting  of 
the  Popham  Colony,  Aug.  29th,  1855.  By  Hon.  James.  W.  Patterson. 

From  Major  J.  T.  Calhoun,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  -commanding. 
Hospital  Bulletin  "Ward"  U.  S.  A.  General  Hospital,  Newark,  N.  J., 
June  15th  to  Aug.  30th,  1865,  with  a  Photographed  Rear  View  of  the 
Hospital. 

From  F.  A.  Wood — New  York  Supreme  Court.  Richard  Wood  and 
George  S.  Wood,  against  Daniel  D.  Comstock.  Case  on  Appeal  from 
Judgment,  entered  at  Special  Term,  or  Report  of  Referees.  1853. 

From  the  Publishers  — "  The  Princeton  Standard,"  "The  Somerset  Mes- 
senger," and  "  The  Weekly  State  Gazette." 

» 
About  100  bound  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the 

year,  making  the  total  number  about  3,500.  The  pamphlets  having 
been  arranged  into  volumes,  will  so  be  reported  hereafter  as  bound. 
At  present  the  pfrccise  number  that  they  will  make  cannot  be  given. 
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To  the  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Sosiety  : 

JANUARY  1,  1867. 

The  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  Jan.  I,  1866,  was $346  71 

The  total  receipts  for  1866,  have  been— 

From  Life  Members $300  00 

"      Initiation  Fees. . .  _• 75  00 

"      Annual  Dues 182  00 

557  00 

"      Donations 30  CO 

"      Interest 8093 

110  93 

"      Sales  of  the  Society's  Publications 157  49 

"      Subscribers  to  the  Library  Fund 365  00 

1,190  42 


Carried  up $1,190  43 
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Accounts  brought  up $1,190  42      $346  71 

The  total  disbursements  for  1866,  have  been— 

For  Rent  for  Library  Rooms 300  90 

"  Clerk  hire       9900 

399  00 

Expenses  (regular)  $128  9t ;    expenses  for 

200th  Anniversary,  $47  69 206  60 

"  Books,  $15 ;  Binding,  $59  28 ;  Librarian,  $5.    79  28 


"  Printing  Supplement,  Vol.  6th  Collections, 

on  account 32  00 

"  Printing  No.  2  of  Vol.  10,  Proceedings 247  88 

279  86 

964  74 

Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements  in  1866 225  68 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand,  January  1, 1866 $572  39 

Of  this  balance,  $98  85  belongs  to  the  Library  Fund,  and  $47o  54  to  the 
General  Fund. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Society  are- 
One  lot  of  ground  on  West  Park  st.,  Newark,  valued  on  the 

books  of  the  Society $3,500'CO 

Two  U.  S.  5  per  cent,  bonds  of  $500  each 1,000  00 

4,500  00 

The  publications  of  the  Society  on  hand  and  for  sale,  valued  at  cost. . .    1,253  98 


Total  valuation  of  the  assets  of  the  Society,  exclusive  of  the  Library, 

and  the  cash  on  hand $5,753  i 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  ALOFSEN, 

Treas'r  N.  Jersey  Hist.  Soc'y. 


NEWARK,  May  IGth,  1867. 

IN'  accordance  with  their  By-Laws,  the  Society  met  this  day,  in  their 
rooms  at  12  o'clock,  M.  The  Hon.  JAMES  PARKER,  President,  occupied 
the  Chair,  assisted  by  the  Hon.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD  and  JOHN  RUTHER- 
FURD,  Esq.,  Vice-Presidents. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  D.  A.  HAYES 
Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  made  a  verbal  report 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  correspondence  since  January,  and  sub- 
mitted letters  received  from  Messrs.  Robert  Gilchrist,  Qustavus  N.  Abeel) 
Henry  C.  Terhune,  Henry  Young,  Joseph  M.  Ward,  John  I.  Young, 
James  B.  Hervey,  Charles  Young  and  H.  N.  Fryatt,  acknowledging  their 
election  as  resident  members ;  from  the  Library  Co.  of  Phila.,  and  F. 
Jordan,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania,  desiring  the  publications  of  the 
Society ;  from  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  forwarding  donations,  from  W 
W.  II.  Davis,  of  Doylestown,  Pa.,  asking  for  information  of  "  Cocka- 
hamey,"  said,  in  1714,  to  have  been  a  place  in  New  Jersey;  from  Depart- 
ment of  Interi  or,  accompanying  Public  Documents ;  from  C.  H.  Hart,  of 
Phila.,  transmitting  an  original  MS.  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  New  Jersey  Bible  Society  in  1810,  bearing  the  signatures  of 
Governor  Bloomfield,  Judge  Kirkpatrick,  and  others  ;  from  H.  N.  Beach, 
of  Orange,  and  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  with  donations  for 
the  library;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Connecticut,  Chicago, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Haven  and  Wis- 
consin ;  the  Regents  of  the  New  York  University,  New  England  Historic 
and  Genealogical  Society,  Essex  (Mass.,)  Institute,  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  American  Antiquarian  Society  and 
Smithsonian  Institution,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's 
recent  publications;  from  various  individuals,  referring  to  the  Society's 
business  matters ;  from  Professor  Guyot,  accepting  the  invitation  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  address  the  Society  on  the  Geology  of  New 
Jersey ;  and  from  Mr.  J.  Bertrand  Payne,  of  England,  in  response  to 
some  inquiries  relating  to  Governor  Philip  Carteret. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hatfield,  in  the  preparation  of  his  History  of  Elizabeth,  had  been  led  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  heretofore  generally  accredited  statement 
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that  Philip  Carteret,  the  first  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  was  a  brother  of 
Sir  George,  one  of  the  original  grantees.  He  (Mr.  W.)  had  therefore 
written  to  Mr.  J.  Bertrand  Payne,  the  author  of  a  work  relating  to  the 
genealogies  of  families  identified  with  the  island  of  Jersey,  for  more 
definite  information,  and  his  answer  shows  very  clearly  that  the  Gov- 
ernor was  the  fourth  cousin  of  Sir  George,  they  being  descended  from  a 
common  ancestor,  who  died  as  far  back  as  1500.  On  another  point,  of 
which  Dr.  Hatfield's  researches  had  cast  some  doubt.  Mr.  Payne  was  not 
able  to  throw  any  light — evidently  having  no  information  beyond  what 
has  been  accessible  to  all  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — that  point  was 
the  legitimacy  or  illegitimacy  of  James  Carteret,  a  son  of  Sir  George, 
who  was  in  New  Jersey,  and  occasioned  considerable  disturbance  in  the 
Government  in  1672. 

Dr.  Douglas,  in  his  Summary,  published  in  1760,  who  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  first  to  use  any  terms  reflecting  injuriously  upon  the  charac- 
ter or  birth  of  James  Carteret,  styles  him  the  "  dissolute  son  of  Sir  George," 
and  Chalmers  in  his  Political  Annals,  published  in  1779,  although  he  only 
quotes  Douglas,  applies  to  him  the  term  "  illegitimate,"  and  no  one,  since 
the  appearance  of  that  work,  (in  consequence  of  the  author's  presumed 
acquaintance  with  other  original  authorities  to  which  he  had  access,) 
has  questioned  its  correctness.  Dr.  Hatfield,  however,  has  been  induced, 
from  various  circumstances,  to  identify  the  intruder  into  New  Jersey 
with  Captain  James  Carteret,  the  legitimate  son  of  Sir  George.  The 
question  was  one  of  interest,  as  the  view  taken  by  Dr.  Hatfield  afforded  a 
more  ready  solution  of  the  diificulties  connected  with  the  fact,  that 
James  Carteret  was  permitted  by  the  people  of  the  Province  to  exercise 
an  influence  in  their  affairs,  which  a  relationship  so  questionable  as  that 
asserted,  would  scarcely  have  sanctioned  if  known. 

Mr.  "W.  also  read  an  answer  he  had  prepared  explanatory  of  some 
documents  communicated  by  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  to  the  Historical  Magazine,  erroneously 
thought  by  Mr.  Moore  to  indicate  an  acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernor Carteret,  in  the  assumption  by  New  York  of  a  full  title  to  Staten 
Island,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Dr  PENNINGTON,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  the 
resignation  of  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and 
submitted  a  statement  of  his  accounts,  which,  as  requested  by  Mr. 
Alofsen,  was  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
J.  P.  Jackson,  David  A.  Hayes  and  Martin  R.  Dennis,  for  examination. 
The  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  May,  being  $390  75. 
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Mr.  SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR,  Librarian,  presented  his  report  of  the  dona- 
tions to  the  Library  since  the  January  meeting,  amounting  to  96  bound 
volumes  and  several  hundred  pamphlets.  Especial  mention  being  made 
of  a  number  of  the  latter,  received  from  John  Eutherfurd,  Esq.,  referring 
to  New  Jersey,  that  were  very  rare. 

Mr.  WALTER  RUTHERFURD,  submitted  the  following  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  : 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Library  would  respectfully  report  that,  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  further  progress  has  been  made  in 
binding  a  portion  of  the  pamphlets  and  serial  publications;  and  are- 
arrangement  of  some  of  the  books  effected,  calling  for  the  erection  of 
additional  shelving.  This  re-arrangement  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  increase  of  volumes  in  certain  departments  beyond  the  capacity  of 
the  shelves  allotted  to  them,  and  will  add  both  to  the  appearance  of  the 
rooms  and  to  the  convenience  of  those  frequenting  them. 

"  In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Society,  the  books  received 
from  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq.,  have  all  been  stamped  as  his  gifts,  and  the 
numerous  pamphlets  received  from  him  will  soon  be  arranged  and 
bound,  when  the  whole  collection  will  have  allotted  to  it  a  special  posi- 
tion befitting  its  importance. 

"An  arrangement  has  been  made,  whereby  the  services  of  an  Assistant 
Librarian  have  been  secured  until  autumn,  and  the  room  will  conse- 
quently be  open  for  some  months  six  hours  each  week  day  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  and  strangers  properly  introduced.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  arrangement  will  not  only  conduce  to  the  convenience  of  all  his- 
torical inquirers,  as  it  undoubtedly  will,  but  be  sustained  by  liberal 
subscriptions  to  the  Library  Fund  from  the  members  generally,  for  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  for  some  years  the  entire  expense  of  rent 
and  other  incidentals  connected  with  the  library  has  been  borne  by  only 
a  few  of  the  members,  and  has  not  been  a  charge  upon  the  general  funds 
of  the  Society. 

''  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  perfecting  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Books  and  Pamphlets.  When  completed,  the  manuscripts  and  miscel- 
laneous collections  will  receive  attention,  and  be  likewise  catalogued. 

"  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  the  Committee  were  authorized 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  selling  or  leasing  the  lot  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  Society  in  West  Park  street,  which  having  been 
done,  they  report  that  they  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  sell  the  property 
before  another  effort  is  made  to  erect  thereon  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  occupancy  of  the  Society ;  and  as  a  willingness  has  been  manifested 
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by  some  gentlemen  to  contribute  liberally  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose,  the 
Committee  hope  that  the  project  may  receive  the  attention  it  merits 
from  all  interested  in  the  Society's  success.  As  no  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  for  leasing  the  lot  on  favorable  terms,  it  remains  unoccupied, 
awaiting  the  further  action  of  the  Society." 

A  number  of  gentlemen,  whose  names  were  reported  on  favorably  by 
the  Committee  on  Nominations,  Avere  elected  members,  and  other  nomina- 
tions received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  seconded  by  Col.  SWORDS 
with  appropriate  remarks  upon  the  valuable  services  of  the  retiring 
Treasurer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  on  accepting  the  resignation  of  SOLOMON  ALOFSEX,  Esq.,  as  Treas- 
urer, the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  cannot  but  express  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which  his  gratuitous  services  have  been 
rendered  for  more  than  seven  years,  and  the  obligations  they  are  under  for  the  gen- 
erous contributions  which  at  different  times  he  has  made  to  their  funds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  transmit  to  Mr.  Alofsen  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolution. 

Mr.  C.  C.  HAVEN  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  after  some 
remarks  by  him,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hamill,  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  provide  and  keep  in  the  Library  an 
Album,  of  Quarto  size,  for  the  reception  and  preservation  of  such  photographs 
lithographs,  or  other  likenesses  of  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Society,  or 
other  distinguished  individuals,  as  well  as  views  and  plans  of  battles,  relics  or 
other  curiosities,  painted,  engraved  or  photographed,  as  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Society  and  approved  by  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HATES,  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  Treasurer  by  ballot.  Col.  Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark^  being 
nominated,  and  no  other  gentleman  being  named,  balloting  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  Col.  Swords  was  unanimously  elected  Treasurer  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Alofsen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "W.  A.  WHITEHEAD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized,  when  in  their  judg' 
ment  the  condition  of  the  finances  may  warrant  it,  to  have  the  third  volume  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Society  reprinted,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  they  may  deem 
advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAYES,  it  wss 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  invest  on  interest  the 
sums  received  as  fees  from  Life  Members,  and  keep  the  same  invested,  subject  to 
the  disposition  of  the  Society. 
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Rev.  Dr.  RODGERS  presented  for  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society  a  Bond  of 
the  recent  so-called  Confederate  States  for  $1000. 

From  JOHN  RUTHERFURD,  Esq,,  was  received  a  number  of  valuable 
manuscripts,  among  them  being  the  following : 

1715 — April  17th  to  June  10th — Manuscript  Journal  of  .  .  .  .  Reading 
while  surveying  lauds  in  the  Northern  Part  of  the  State. 

1741 — April  28th  to  May  6th — Manuscript  Journal  of  a  Party  survey- 
ing lands  on  the  Wallkill,  the  Drowned  Lands,  &c.,  in  the  North-western 
part  of  the  province. 

1766 — "The  Claims  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Newark,  in 
virtue  of  the  Indian  Purchase,  made  by  the  first  settlers  of  Newark  in 
1667,  stated  and  Considered."  Only  known  before  to  exist  in  manuscript. 

1755-1756 — Package  of  letters  and  papers  connected  with  the  Quarter- 
Master's  Department  in  the  Niagara  Expedition. 

1755-1756 — Package  of  miscellaneous  papers  referring  to  the  North, 
ern  Boundary  controversy  with  New  York.  •' ,;:" 

1747-8 — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Act  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey 
for  running  and  ascertaining  the  line  of  partition  between  New  York 
and  New  Jersey. 

1753 — Petition  of  the  Council  and  Proprietors  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
asking  to  be  heard  against  a  recommendation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act 
of  1747-8.  18  pages,  foolscap. 

1775 — February  13th — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Memorial  to  the  King 
from  the  Provincial  House  of  Assembly. 

1776— June  22d — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Instructions  to  the  New 
Jersey  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

1792 — Schedule  of  Votes  cast  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  in  October, 
1792,  for  Representatives  in  Congress,  Council  and  Assembly,  and  Sheriff 
and  Coroners.  (19  candidates  for  Congress.)  Jonathan  Dayton,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Elias  Boudinot,  John  Linn  and  L.  Cadwallader  appear  to 
have  been  elected. 

1717— March  14th— Brief  Journal  of  Mr.  Alexander,  May  17th,  while 
engaged  in  making  surveys  in  Cape  May  County  and  the  Northern 
Frontier. 

Also,  several  original  articles  and  letters,  written  by  Walter  Ruther- 
furd,  as  follows : 

April,  1765— An  article  on  Paper  Currency. 

1783— May  16th— Letter  signed  "  Mercator,"  on  the  "  Benefits  of  a 
Foreign  Trade  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey." 
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1783 — May  17th — A  second  letter  on  the  same  subject,  with  a  post- 
script in  the  handwriting  of  James  Parker,  of  Perth  Amboy. 

1786 — May — "  State  of  the  United  American  States,"  presenting  a 
very  discouraging  view  of  them  under  the  "  Confederation." 

17 (Uncertain) — On  the  conduct  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 

proposing  to  make  New  Jersey  a  central  point,  around  which  should  be 
gathered  the  conservative  elements  in  the  colonies,  looking  to  the  restor- 
ation of  "  the  old  forms." 

1788 — September — Letter  on  the  course  of  France  towards  America. 

1788 — Article  on  Paper  Money. 

1738 — A  Letter  on  the  grievances  and  condition  of  the  Colonies,  lead- 
ing to  the  Revolution. 

1786 — August — "Notes  on  the  State  of  New  Jersey,"  giving  an  ex- 
tended account  of  the  State  in  reference  to  the  character  of  its  popula- 
tion, its  productions,  manufactures,  &c.  (13  closely  written  foolscap 
pages.) 

1838 — Reprint  of  the  "Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Contro- 
versy with  the  State  of  New  York  respecting  the  Eastern  Boundary  of 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  October  30th,  1807." 

Hon.  R.  S.  FIELD  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  having  presented  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his 
researches  into  the  events  antecedent  and  subsequent  to  the  battles  in  the  vicinity 
of  Trenton,  entitled  "  Thirty  Days  in  New  Jersey,  Ninety  Years  Ago,"  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  due  to  him  therefor,  and  for  his  valuable  labors  in  illustrating 
such  an  interesting  period  in  the  history  of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

Judge  Field  preceded  the  presentation  with  some  appropriate  com- 
plimentary •  remarks,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Haven  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hamill,  when  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

From  Mr.  ARNOLD  SHAW  was  received  an  interesting  statistical  docu- 
ment, showing,  among  other  items,  that  the  number  of  Steam  Engines  em- 
ployed in  the  various  manufacturing  establishments  in  Newark  in  1856 
was  103.  * 

Mr.  DURYEE  stated  that  thirty  years  since  not  one  Steam  Engine  was 
run  in  Newark,  and  it  was  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
note  the  progress  of  the  different  .branches  of  manufactures  at  different 
periods,  especially  the  increase  in  the  number  of  engines,  whose  work- 
ings, like  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  in  the  human  body,  carried  life  and 
activity  into  every  quarter  of  the  city.  It  was  understood  that  there 
were  now  over  600  engines  in  operation.  On  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Arnold  Shaw  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Society  with  such 
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statistical  information  as  he  may  hare  it  in  his  power  to  obtain,  relating  to  the 
progress  and  present  condition  of  the  different  branches  of  manufactures  in  Newark. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  read  some  extracts  from  two  papers  sent  to  the  "  Sons 
of  Liberty,"  in  February,  1766,  deprecating  any  interference  by  them  with 
the  action  of  the  lawyers  in  declining  to  transact  any  business  while  the 
Stamp  Act  was  in  force.  The  papers  were  in  the  handwriting  of  Cort- 
landt  Skinner,  then  Attorney  General  of  the  Province. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  NICHOLAS  presented  the  cane  of  the  Rev.  Alexander 
MacWhorter,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  from  1759  to  1807 ; 
a  fitting  accompaniment  to  the  Doctor's  study-chair,  which  has  been  for 
some  time  in  the  possession  of  the  Society. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  to  allow  the  members  to  partake  of  a  collation 
served  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Society;  after  which  remarks  were 
made  by  Messrs.  Field,  Kinney,  Haven,  Halsted,  Swords,  J.  P.  Jackson, 
N.  Perry,  Jr.,  Duryee,  and  others,  and  a  subscription  commenced  towards 
a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  Fire-proof  building  on  the  Society's  lot  on 
West  Park  street,  Newark. 

At  half-past  3  P.  M.  the  Society  re-assembled,  Judge  FIELD  in  the 
chair. 

Mr.  WALTER  RUTHERFURD,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Alexander  N.  Dougherty, 
presented  to  the  Society  several  interesting  manuscripts  bearing  the 
autographs  of  George  Wyeth,  John  Marshall,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Patrick 
Henry,  and  other  distinguished  Virginians,  which  had  been  rescued  by 
him  from  destruction  after  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Col.  ROBT.  S.  SWORDS  made  some  remarks  upon  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  documents  were  obtained,  their  value  as  relics  of  the 
past,  and  the  propriety  of  considering  them  as  held  in  trust  for  whoever 
might  show  a  rightful  claim  to  them — and  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted :  • 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  Dr. 
Alexander  N.  Dougherty,  for  the  interesting  autographs  placed  at  their  disposal, 
and  that  they  be  considered  as  intrusted  to  the  Society  for  safe  keeping,  subject  to 
the  demand  of  any  more  rightful  claimant. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Prof.  A.  GUYOT,  of  Princeton,  who  de- 
livered an  extemporaneous  address  upon  the  "  Geological  History  of  New 
Jersey"  as  part  of  the  North  American  Continent,  which  for  nearly  two 
hours  held  the  unbroken  attention  of  a  large  and  appreciating  audience. 
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On  closing,  tlie  thanks  of  the  Society,  on  motion  of  the  Hon.  WM.  B. 
KIXXEY,  were  returned  to  Professor  Guyot  for  his  profound  and  highly 
interesting  lecture,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 

In  the  evening  the  rooms  of  the  Society  were  thrown  open  to  the 
members  and  their  invited  guests,  and  were  filled  by  a  large  assemblage 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who,  to  a  late  hour,  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of 
social  intercourse  ;  the  accumulated  records  of  the  past,  which  surround- 
ed them,  casting  no  shadows  across  the  bright  and  joyous  present. 
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Thomas  S.  Alexander,  Newark. 
Benjamin  Aycrigg,  Passaic. 
Martin  R.  Dennis,  Newark. 
John  A.  Gifford,  Newark. 
Daniel  E.  Hervey,  Belleville. 
Samuel  Keen,  Newark. 
John  H.  Meeker,  Newark. 
Frank  W.  Potter,  Newark. 
Martin  John  Ryerson,  Bloomingdale. 
Richard  F.  Stevens,  Trenton. 
Robert  F.  Stockton,  Trenton. 
Stockton  Stokes,  Trenton. 
Darius  Wells,  Paterson. 
"Wm.  H.  Webster,  Belleville. 
James  W.  Woodruff,  Elizabeth. 
Edward  H.  Wright,  Newark. 


itm 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  MAY  16,  1807. 
LETTER  FROM  J.  BERTRAND  PAYNE,  ESQ.,  OF  ENGLAND. 

CONSERVATIVE  CLUB,  ST.  JAMES',  LONDON,  } 

March  19th,  1867.      ( 

DEAK  SIR  : — With  much  pleasure  I  recollect  your  courteous  letter  and 
rny  reply ;  and  it  gives  me  considerable  satisfaction  to  be  of  service  to 
your  learned  Society.  I  have  caused,  on  the  other  side,  to  be  copied 
my  notes  on  Governor  Philip  Carteret,  and  I  have  given  a  short  genea- 
logical table  to  shew  the  exact  relationship  (that  of  4th  cousin)  between 
him  and  Sir  George  Carteret.  Philip  De  Carteret,  the  second  son  of 
Elias,  and  brother  of  Sir  George,  d.  in  1665,  leaving  a  son  who  settled 
in  England,  and  whose  descendants  have  long  been  extinct  in  the  male 
line.  The  brother  of  Governor  Carteret,  Charles,  married  the  heiress  of 
the  Manor  of  St.  Trinity,  in  that  parish,  in  Jersey,  whose  eldest  descend- 
ant, but  in  the  female  line,  is  the  Count  A.  H.  J.  de  St.  George,  a  resi- 
dent and  native  of  Switzerland,  and  Seigneur  of  S.  Trinity  iu  Jersey. 
James,  the  second  son  of  Sir  George,  was  a  Captain  in  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Royal  Navy,  and  he  died,  it  is  believed,  unmarried.*  Nothing 
is  known  of  the  other  James  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  except  the  fact  of 
his  being  an  illegitimate  son  of  Sir  George,  and  one  who  played  a  some- 
what conspicuous  part  in  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  not  known 
whether  his  mother  was  a  Jersey  or  a  Guernsey-woman,  or  whether  she 
was  an  attache  of  the  Court  of  Charles  II. 

Speaking  of  Charles  II,  it  may  interest  your  Society  to  know  that  I 
possess  the  original  Coronation  picture  of  that  monarch,  which  was 
given  by  the  King  to  Colonel  Payne,  his  companion  from  the  fatal  field 
of  Worcester. 

*  If  this  was  the  James  Carteret  that  visited  the  Province  in  1672,  as  suggested 
on  page  23,  he  was  married,  as  on  the  last  mention  made  of  him  so  far  as  is  known 
(N.  Y.  Coh  Docts.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  200)  he  was  on  his  way  from  New  Jersey  to  Virginia 
or  South  Carolina  in  1673,  having  "  his  wife"  in  company. 
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I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  place  my  best  services  at  your  com- 
mand, and  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  faithful  servant, 

J.  BERTRAND  PAYNE, 

M.  R.  I.,  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  R.  G.  S. 
Capt.  commanding  the  4th  MX.  Artillery. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esquire,  etc.,  etc. 

Mr.  Payne's  notes  on  Governor  Carteret  are  omitted,  as  they  give  no 
new  information,  excepting  the  following  brief  exhibit  of  his  pedigree  : 

PEDIGREE,  SHEWIXG  THE  COXXECTIOJT  BETWEEN  SIR  GEO.  CAKTEEET,  BAET,  ANI>  GOVZENOB 

P.  CABTEEET, 

Philip  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  S  Ouen,  Jersey,  d.  1500. 

I  3 II 

Philip  De  Carteret,  ob.  juv.      Edward,  Seigneur  of  S.  Ouen.      Richard,  Seigneur  of  the  Manor 

of  Vincheles. 


II  I 

Helier  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  S.  Ouen.  Francis  De  Carteret,  second  son. 

Sir  Philip  De  Carteret,  Kt.  Seig.  of  St.  Onen.        Peter  De  Carteret,  second  son.  Jurat  of  the 

Royal  Court  of  Jersey. 

II  II 

Elias  De  Carteret,  2nd  Son,  Helier  De  Carteret,  Attorney-General  of  Jer- 

sey, m.  1638,  d.  1668. 

II  II 

Sir  George  Carteret,  Bart,  co-grantee  of  Philip  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  the  Manor  of 

New  Jersey.  La  Houguc,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  Jer- 

sey, and  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  b.  1689, 
d.  1683, 8.  p.  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Richard  Smith, 
and  widow  of  William  Lawrence. 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  THE  NEW  JERSEY  BOUNDARY. 

[From  the  Historical  Magazine  for  October,  18GC.] 

The  accompanying  papers  appear  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
all  the  writers  who  have  so  ably  discussed  the  title  of  Staten  Island 
in  connection  with  the  New  Jersey  Boundary.  They  seem  me  to 
possess  interest  enough  to  deserve  a  place  in  the  Magazine.  They 
show  conclusively  to  whom  Governor  Carteret  himself,  and  his  widow 
after  him,  thought  proper  to  look  for  title  to  lands  on  Staten  Island, 
and  within  whose  "cognizance  and  jurisdiction"  they  understood  them 
to  lie. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  know  what  was  the  result  of  the  "Tryall " 

in  New  Jersey,  and  the  letter  to  "  Governor  Rudiard,"  in  August,  1684. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  correspondents  can  find  the  records  in  New  Jersey. 

I. — GOVERNOR  CARTERET  TO  COMMANDER  BROCKHOLLS. 

[N.  Y.  Col.  MSS.,  xxx.  112,1 

Elizabeth  Towne  8th  August  1682. 
Worthy  Sir, 

After  sallutations  p'mised  you  may  please  to  take  notis  that  About 


32  SELECTIONS   FKOM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

the  space  of  fifteene  yeares  Last  past  I  was  by  Gouernr  Nicholls  putt 
into  possession  of  A  certaine  psell  of  meadow  Land  Lying  within  Staton 
Island  ouer  Against  the  poynt  called  the  Gouerno18  poynt  the  which  pos- 
session I  peaceably  enjoyed  allso  Dureing  the  tyaae  of  Gouernor  Louelis 
And  Gouernor  Andross  tyme  without  Disturbance  in  word  or  Act  saue 
onely  that  About  two  yeares  Last  past  John  Tunyson  of  Staton  Island 
Layd  claime  to  my  s'1  Meadow  Land  by  vertue  of  A  Dutch  pattent  where 
vpon  I  made  Application  :  And  by  Gouernr  Andross  Appoyntment  had 
an  Ordor  vnder  the  hand  of  Capt.  Dyer  for  the  continuance  of  my 
wrightfull  possession  vpon  which  the  s(1  Tunyson  Did  forbeare  makeing 
Any  further  Claime  so  that  I  haue  had  A  continued  possession  Dureing 
all  the  tyme  of  the  Aforementioned  three  Gouernors  which  hath  beene 
Aboue  fifteene  yeares  and  I  well  hope  that  now  In  your  tyme  I  shall  nott 
be  wrested  out  of  that  which  I  haue  so  long  possessed  And  now  so  it  is 
that  A  few  dayes  since  I  Apoynted  foure  or  fiue  men  to  cutt  me  Downe 
some  Grasse  in  my  sd  Meadow  and  the  Afores"1  John  Tunyson  without 
my  priuitye  hath  taken  or  caused  to  be  taken  Away  from  the  sd  Meadow 
all  that  I  had  so  cutt  And  vpon  enquiry  After  his  Authoritye  for  his  so 
doing  I  am  informed  that  he  pretends  an  ordor  from  you  to  take  or  car- 
ry Away  all  that  I  ether  haue  or  shall  cutt  Downe  or  other  wayes  to 
burne  the  same  vpon  the  Ground  And  being  of  oppinyon  that  you  haue 
Graunted  the  sd  Tunyson  no  such  ordor  (as  he  ptends  too)  therefore 
my  request  is  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  Afforde  me  the  benyfitt  of 
your  Ordor  for  the  Continueance  of  my  possession :  as  allso  your  Ordor 
to  the  sd  Tunyson  commanding  him  and  all  others  to  Dissist  from  fur- 
ther prossecuting  theire  force  vpon  me  to  the  end  that  I  may  speedely 
gett  the  remander  of  my  Grasse  Cutt  and  peaceably  bring  Away  the 
same  Leaueing  the  p'misses  to  your  Consideration  I  hope  to  receiue  by 
this  Bearer  An  Accomp  of  yourr  good  pleasure  here  in  with  incourriage- 
rnent  to  cutt  the  remayneing  pt  of  my  grasse  with  hearty  thankes  for 
your  Last  vissitt  I  remayne  ssir 

Your  most  humble  Seruant 

[Address]  PH.  CARTERET 

To  Capt  ANTHONY  BROCKHOLLS  Esq  Commander 
in  Cheiffe  ouer  all  his  Royall  Highns  his 
Territories  in  America 

these  prsents 

New  York. 
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II.— PETITION  OF  GOVERNOR  CARTERET'S  WIDOW  OF  GOYEENOR 

DONGAN. 
[X.  Y.  Col.  MSS.,  xxsi.  164.] 

To  the  Right  HonWe  Coll  THOMAS  DONGAN  Goverr  Gen"  under 
his  Roy11  High8"*  of  all  his  Territorys  in  America. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Elizabeth  the  Wicldow  &  Relict  of 
Phillip  Carteret  Esq  late  Governour  of  the  Province  of 
East  New  Jersey. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  the  Peticoners  husband  had  liberty  granted  him  by  Coll 
Richard  Nicolls  the  first  Governor  for  his  Roy"  High186  in  these  parts,  to 
cutt  hay  for  his  convenience  off  a  piece  of  Land,  commonly  called  Gov- 
ern1' Carterets  Point,  which  priviledge  like  wise  in  the  succeeding  Gov- 
ernment of  Coll:  Francis  Lovelace,  about  the  latter  end  of  whose  time, 
your  peticoners  husband  had  a  Graunt  from  the  said  Governour  of  a 
Pattent  for  the  said  Meadow  ground,  &  a  Survey  thereof  was  returned 
into  the  Secretaryes  Office  in  Order  thereunto,  but  the  surprisall  of  these 
parts  by  the  Dutch  hindered  itts  Effects. 

That  in  the  time  of  Sr  Edrn  Andross  when  the  English  Government 
was  restored,  hee  had  the  like  priviledge  as  before  of  mowing  the  hay 
off  the  aforerecited  Meadow,  &  some  disturbance  therein  happening- 
after  his  departure,  Capt.  Anthony  Brockholes  as  Depy  Governr  granted 
an  Order,  dated  Aug8t  12  1683,  for  his  quiet  possession  of  the  same, 
Notwithstanding  the  which  your  petitioner*  since  the  Decease  of  her 
said  husband,  hath  nott  only  been  molested  by  one  John  Tunissen  an 
Inhabitant  of  Staten  Island,  pretending  title  to  the  said  land,  but  having 
by  her  servants  taken  off  some  hay  from  the  said  Meadow  ground,  hath 
been  arrested  for  a  Trespasse  in  the  Provice  of  East  New  Jersey,  where 
on  wcdnsday  next  (if  not  pvented  by  your  honr )  a  Tryall  for  the  same 
will  bee :  Shee  therefore  humbly  prayes. 

That  your  hon  will  be  pleased  to  putt  some  stopp  to  the 
said  proceedings  in  New  Jersey,  the  Trespasse  (if  any)  being 
Committed  in  this  Government,  so  wholly  out  of  the  cognizance 
&  Jurisdiccon  of  any  other  Courts,  &  only  tryable  here,  where 
your  petitioner  shall  alwayes  bee  ready  to  answer  any  thing 
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alleaged  ag"  her  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  and  try  her  title  to 

the  said  Meadow  ground  when  legally  brought  thereunto. 

And  as  in  Duty  bound  shee  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
(Endorsed) 

The  Petition  read  the  Governr  ordered 

a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Govern1  Rudiard 

on  ye  27th  of  August.     [1684] 

In  the  Land  Papers  (New  York  Secretary's  office)  Vol.  I.  209,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1680,  there  is  a  description  of  a  survey  of  a  neck  of  land,  con- 
taining 116  acres,  situated  on  the  northwest  side  of  Staten  Island,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Black  Poynt,  laid  out  for  John  Tunisson,  by 
Philip  Welles,  Surveyor — together  with  a  draught.  Calendar  of  Land 
Papers:  23. 

Another  recognition  of  the  fact  that  Staten  Island  was  held  and  taken 
to  be  a  part  of  New  York  may  be  found  in  the  Instructions  of  the 
Council  of  Proprietors,  November  lltll-19Ml,  1695,  to  Thomas  Gordon, 
their  Agent  to  England.  In  answering  objections  to  their  demand  of 
quitrents,  he  was  directed  to  "  Let  it  then  be  Considered  under  what 
"  quitrent  Statin  Island  Long  Island  &  the  Bulk  of  the  Lands  in  York 
4i  Governm*  were  Setled  by  the  same  Coll.  Nicols  after  the  date  of  the 
"  Eliz.  patent.  It  will  be  found  to  amount  to  the  -Jd  per  acre  demanded 
"  by  the  prop™."  MSB.  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.—lf.  T.  and  N.  J.  Boundary 
Papers. —  Vol.  I.  These  instructions  were  signed  by  Andrew  Hamilton, 

Daniel ,  Ge*orge  Willocks,  John  Barclay,  Thomas  Boell,  John 

Reid,  and  Thomas  Wame.  G.  H.  M. 

New  York:  Sept.  1, 1866. 

LETTER  TO  GEORGE  H.  MOORE,  ESQ., 

LIBRARIAN   OP  THE  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

NEWARK,  N.  J.,  Nov.  10th,  1866. 

DEAR  SIR  : — The  documents  made  public  by  you  in  the  October  num- 
ber of  the. Historical  Magazine,  relating  to  Staten  Island,  have  attracted 
my  attention,  and  you  will  pardon  me,  I  trust,  if  I  endeavour  to  remove 
a  false  impression  they  appear  to  have  made  upon  your  mind. 

The  point  which  you  seem  to  think  established  by  them  is  the  recog- 
nition by  Governor  Carteret  and  his  wife,  of  the  title  of  New  York  to 
Staten  Island,  both  in  1667  and  1682  ;  whereas  they  merely  recognize 
the  fact,  that  the  island,  to  use  a  phrase  employed  by  Mrs.  Carteret,  was 
within  "  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  "  of  New  York.  It  by  no 
means  follows  that,  because  the  island  was  then,  as  it  continued  to  be 
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without  doubt,  in  the  possession  and  under  the  control  of  the  officials 
of  that  Province,  that  it  was  so  rightfully.    Their  rightful  jurisdiction 
is  the  true  point  at  issue,  and  as  bearing  thereon  I  conceive  the  docu 
ments  referred  to  have  little  weight. 

And  first  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  the  state  of  things  when  this 
permission,  "  to  cutt  him  Downe  some  Grasse "  on  a  meadow  on  the 
island,  was  craved  by  the  Governor  and  granted  by  Nicolls. 

You  are  well  aware  that  Gov.  Nicolls,  ignorant  of  the  transfer  by  the 
Duke  of  York  to  Berkley  and  Carteret,  of  what  he  so  justly  styled  "  the 
most  improvable  part  of  His  Royal  Highness'  dominions,"  had,  subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  that  transfer,  granted  to  certain  enterprising  emi- 
grants from  Long  Island,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tract;  and  that 
Gov.  Carteret,  on  his  arrival,  found  some  of  the  parties  actually  in  pos- 
session. There  is  abundant  evidence  that  this  state  of  things  occasioned 
•much  embarrassment  to  Carteret.  A  stranger  and  alone  in  the  Province, 
with  no  one  to  consult,  with  no  one  to  counsel  him  as  to  the  course  best 
calculated  to  establish  the  rights  of  the  Proprietors  and  his  own  author- 
ity, surrounded  by  those  who  questioned  the  extent  of  his  powers,  and, 
undoubtedly,  impressed  by  the  stronger  will  and  more  energetic  mind  of 
Nicolls,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  have  pursued  a  conciliatory 
course,  thereby  disarming  opposition  and  securing  harmony,  until,  at 
least,  his  superiors  could  be  heard  from. 

Thus  we  find  him  sowing  the  seeds  of  endless  trouble  to  himself  and 
others,  soon  after  his  arrival,  by  purchasing,  for  himself  individually,  an 
interest  in  the  lands  granted  by  Nicolls  to  the  original  settlers  of  Eliza- 
beth, thereby,  as  was  asserted  at  the  time  and  subsequently,  acknowledg- 
ing, although  unintentionally,  the  validity  of  the  conveyance ;  acquiring 
and  holding  a  title  in  his  private  capacity,  which,  as  Governor,  he  was 
required  subsequently  to  repudiate.  How  long  he  had  to  wait  for  his 
instructions  is  uncertain,  but  in  those  days  time  and  distance  were  sub- 
stantial realities,  and  their  impress  was  felt  on  all  sublunary  things — 
the  Atlantic  was  not  crossed  in  a  week,  nor  the  world  girdled  with  an 
electric  spark  as  now.  However,  it  was  while  occupying  this  anomalous 
position,  while  in  this  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  that  the  Governor 
compromised  both  himself  and  the  Proprietors  by  the  purchase  I  have 
referred  to,  and  by  obtaining  from  Gov.  Nicolls,  also  for  his  private 
emolument,  "  the  possession  of  a  certaine  p'sell  of  meadow  Land  Lying 
within  Staton  Island,"  not  by  patent,  be  it  observed,  but  so  that  he 
could  have  the  "  Grasse  Cutt  and  peaceably  bring  Away  the  Same." 
That  by  so  doing  he  had  no  idea  of  relinguishing  the  claim  of  the  Pro- 
prietors to  the  island  is  evident,  as  we  find  him,  in  1668,  asserting  that 
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claim  in  a  document  "with  which  you  are  familiar,   by  the  use  of  the 
words,  "  in  case  Staten  Island  falls  within  this  government." 

Entertaining  no  scruples  about  occupying  for  his  private  use  a  piece 
of  ground  under  permission  from  parties  actually  in  possession,  he  little 
supposed  that  by  so  doing  he  would  be  thought,  two  hundred  years 
afterward,  to  have  confirmed  their  right  to  that  possession.  No  stronger 
proof  of  this  can  be  presented  than  is  to  be  found  in  several  documents 
emanating  from  him  in  1681,  a  year  before  the  renewal  of  the  privilege 
by  Brockholst,  referred  to  in  the  letter  sent  to  Dongan  by  his  widow, 
which  you  have  published.  On  the  22d  July,  1681,  he  made  a  formal 
demand  of  "  the  honorable,  the  governor  commander  in  chief  of  all  his 
"  royal  highness'  territories  in  America  at  New  York" — who  was  Brock- 
hoist  himself,  by  the  way,  at  that  very  time— to  surrender  Staten  Island 
to  him,  and  requiring  the  said  commander-in-chief  to  "  forbear  the  exer- 
"  cising  any  command  authority  or  jurisdiction"  within  it ;  and,  in 
behalf  of  Lady  Elizabeth,  Executrix  of  Sir  George  Carteret,  made 
proclamation  to  "the  magistrates  officers  and  inhabitants  to  forbear 
"  yielding  any  obedience  to  the  government  or  jurisdiction  of  New 
"York."  (Proprietary  Records,  Liber  3,  p.  171.)  On  the  28th  July, 
1681,  he  also  used  this  language  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Elizabeth  — 
"  *  *  *  Staten  Island,  which  is  as  much  your  Honor's  due  as  any  other 
"part  of  this  Province."  (Learning  and  Spicer.) 

May  I  not  then  with  propriety  quQte  your  language  and  say  of  these 
documents-  -"  they  show  conclusively  to  whom  Gov.  Carteret  *  *  *  * 
thought  proper  to  look  for  title  to  lands  on  Staten  Island,  and  within 
whose  "  cognizance  and  jurisdiction"  he  understood  them  to  be  ?" 

The  extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  Proprietors  to  Thomas  Gor- 
don, in  1695,  which  you  published  in  connection  with  the  other  docu- 
ments, will  not  bear  the  interpretation  you  give  it.  I  have  not  referred 
to  those  instructions  for  some  years,  but,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  reference 
therein  made  to  the  half-penny  per  acre,  imposed  by  the  Government  of 
New  York  upon  grantees  in  Staten  Island,  was  merely  to  show  that, 
wJierever  grants  were  issued  by  New  York,  such  an  assessment  was  not 
deemed  too  much.  It  was  merely  a  circumstance  educed  to  show  the 
reasonableness  of  their  demands  upon  their  treasonable  settlers,  with 
no  view  of  admitting  thereby  any  claim  to  the  island,  on  the  part  of 
New  York,  to  be  right. 

With  true  regard, 

Yours, 

W.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 

To  GEORGE  H.  MOORE,  Esq.,  Librarian  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc 
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REGIMENTAL  RETURNS  AND  BRIGADE  ORDERS. 

HADDONFIELD,   BORDENTO\VN  AND   MORRISTOWN. 

DECEMBER  25th,  1776. 

A  Brigade  Return  of  the  regiment  now  at  Haddonfield,  commanded 
by  Col.  S.  Newcomb,  viz : 
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FOR  GUARD  TO-MORROW. 

Colonel,  8 privates;  Col.  Somers — 1  captain,  1  sergeant,  11  privates; 
Col.  Seeley — 1  sergeant,  8  privates ;  Col.  Potter — 1  corporal,  8  privates ; 
Col.  Dick — 1  subaltern,  1  sergeant,  7  privates ;  Col.  Holmes — 1  subaltern, 
1  sergeant,  8  privates. 

Parole-Countersign,  HADDONFIELD. 


HADDONFIELD,  Dec.  26th,  1776. 
BRIGADE  REGIMENT  FIT  FOR  DUTY. 

6  colonels,  4  lieutenants,  4  majors,  22  captains,  44  sergeants,  63  sub- 
alterns, 45  corporals,  12  drum  and  fife,  274  privates. 

FOR  DUTY  TO-DAY. 

Col.  Ellis — 1  sergeant,  9  privates ;  Col.  Somers — 1  sergeant,  2  corporals^ 
9  privates ;  Col.  Potter — 1  colonel,  10  privates ;  Col.  Seeley — 10  privates ; 
Col.  Dick — 1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  8  privates ;  Col.  Holmes — 1  subaltern' 
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G  privates ;  Col.  Randolph— 1  private.    Total— 1  Col.,  1  Sub.,  3  Serg'ts, 
3  Corp's,  53  Privates. 

Parole  Countersign,  GLOUCESTER. 


HEADQUARTERS,  HADDONFIELD,      / 
December  27th,  1776.         f 

Parole-Countersign,  PENROSE. 

No  orders.  The  brigade  marched  to  Bordentown,  where  Gen.  Mifflen 
took  command,  and  where  a  body  of  troops  from  Pennsylvania  and 
part  of  the  88th  battalion  were,  and  the  whole  Amoved  to  Bordentown 
the  30th. 


BRIGADE  ORDERS — BORDENTOWN, 
December  81,  1776. 

GEN.  MIFPLEN'S  ORDERS. 

The  General  returns  his  most  hearty  thanks  to  the  brigade  for  the 
Alertness  shown  by  them  on  the  Alarm  last  Evening.  Such  Conduct  does 
them  Honour,  and  gives  their  Commanding  Officer  the  best  expectations 
of  success.  He  recommends  to  all  Officers  of  the  Brigade  to  hold  their 
respective  Corps  in  complete  order  for  Marching  at  a  minute's  warning, 
for  which  purpose  they  must  prevent  their  Men  from  strolling  too  far 
from  their  quarters.  A  party  of  200  Men  goes  out  this  day  to  harrass 
the  Enemy,  commanded  by  Majors  Miffien  and  Hubly.  The  commanding 
Officer  to  call  at  Head  Quarters  in  this  town  for  orders. 

Guards  and  Picket  as  usual. 

Field  Officer  of  the  Day— Col.  PENROSE.* 
Officer  of  the  Picket — Capt.  BRADFORD. 
Main  Guard — Capt.  STOUT. 
Bridge  Guard — Capt.  VANDERSLICE. 

Every  Man  in  the  brigade  must  always  keep  by  him  dressed  Provisions 
for  three  Days.  This  Order  must  not  be  neglected,  as  the  least  Deviation 
from  it  may  ruin  the  best  concerted  Plans. 

Parole-Countersign,  READING. 

*  A  line  is  drawn  through  the  name  of  Col.  Penrose,  in  the  original,  and  that  of 
Major  Derry  inserted  in  the  margin. 
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BORDENTOWN  BRIGADE   ORDERS, 

January  1st,  1777. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  having  last  night,  by  Express,  order- 
ed the  Brigade  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  in  the  Night,  or  early* 
this  morning,  at  a  minute's  notice.  The  Commanding  Officer,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders,  directed  the  Brigade  to  be  paraded  at  two  o'clock,  but 
was  surprised  to  find  very  little  Attention  paid  to  the  Drums.  Had  the 
enemy  advanced  towards  this  Town  at  that  time,  the  Army  here  might 
have  been,  to  their  eternal  Disgrace  and  the  Ruin  of  their  Country,  made 
Prisoners  of  War.  In  future,  when  the  Brigade  is  ordered  to  be  assem- 
bled by  Night  or  by  Day,  the  long  roll  will  be  beat ;  upon  which  signal 
every  Officer  and  Soldier  must  turn  out  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and 
form  on  their  proper  Ground  in  the  Street.  They  are  not  to  wait  for  the 
Drums  beating  to  Arms.  The  long  roll  is  the  proper  signal  for  turning 
out,  and  must  be  attended  to,  as  much  as  beating  to  Arms. 

Gen.  Washington  has  detached  a  large  Body  of  Men  towards  the 
Enemy  at  Princeton,  which  in  all  probability  will  bring  on  a  General 
Action.  The  Brigadier-General,  therefore,  exhorts  all  his  Officers  and 
men,  as  they  love  their  Country  and  wish  to  see  her  secure  and  happy, 
to  hold  themselves  in  complete  order  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning. 
The  reputation  of  the  Brigade  depends  on  their  Alacrity  and  Readiness 
to  obey  orders,  and  to  turn  out  to  face  their  Enemy. 

Doctor  Potts,  Surgeon-General  to  the  Brigade,  requests  the  officers  to 
make  returns  to  him  at  HeadQuarters  in  this  Town  of  their  sick  and 
wounded  without  the  least  Delay,  as  the  men  frequently  suffer  much  from 
the  neglect  of  such  returns.  A  Brigade  hospital  will  be  established  this 
Day  to  receive  the  sick,  &c. 

In  future  the  Guards  and  Picket  are  to  be  paraded  near  HeadQuarters 
at  10  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  that  the  Relief  may  take  Place  time  enough 
for  those  who  are  to  be  relieved  to  have  their  Dinners  at  a  seasonable 
hour. 

Major  Holland  is  sent  by  his  Excell'y  Gen.  Washington  to  assist  in 
forming  and  arranging  the  Brigade,  which  consists  of  many  small  Corps, 
and  of  course  requires  a  general  Arrangement.  Unavoidable  Difficulties 
and  much  Danger  would  arise  from  having  them  in  their  present  state. 
The  Officers  and  men  are,  therefore,  to  pay  great  Attention  to  the  Arrange- 
ment, to  know  their  Places,  and  to  be  able  to  form,  when  Occasion  re- 
quires, in  an  instant.  Good  Order,  Discipline  and  a  Good  Cause,  are 
the  surest  Steps  to  victory  and  to  Glory. 

*     Parole,  C.  S. 
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AFTER  ORDERS. 

An  Express  this  minute  arrived  from  Major-General  Green,  at  Trenton, 
informs  that  the  Enemy  are  in  Motion,  but  their  Design  not  known. 
•General  Green  expects  their  Design  is  against  Gen.  Cadwallader.  It 
therefore  becomes  very  necessary  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  sup- 
port that  General  upon  the  shortest  notice.  The  Men  must  not  stroll 
from  their  Quarters.  Doctor  Potts  proposes  to  establish  a  Brigade  Hos- 
pital in  the  house  of  Edwards  Brooks,  in  this  Town,  which  must  be  im- 
mediately cleaned  out  for  that  Purpose.  No  others  than  sick  and 
wounded  and  necessary  attendants  to  remain  in  the  House. 


HEADQUARTERS — MORRISTOWN, 

January  8th,  1777. 

The  troops  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  Moment's 
warning.  Provisions  to  be  furnished  them  and  cooked  agreeable  to 
General  Orders,  if  not  already  done. 


GEN.  MIFFLIN'S  ORDERS  TO  HIS  BRIGADE. 

January  9th,  1777. 

Gen.  Miffiin's  Brigade  to  draw  and  cook  three  Days  Provisions,  and  to 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning.  Rum  may  be  had  at  the 
Commissary's  store.  The  General  cannot  believe  that  any  of  his  Brigade 
will  desert  the  service  at  this  moment,  and  thereby  enourage  the  Enemy 
to  push  forward  to  Philadelphia,  which  is  not  so  safe  from  the  Enemy's 
advances  as  many  persons  have  imagined.  Great  Reinforcements  are 
expected  from  New  England,  which  will  give  Relief  to  the  Brigade.  But 
if  we  return  home  and  leave  the  Enemy  in  the  field,  they  will  most  cer- 
tainly advance  towards  the  Delaware,  and  finding  only  a  weak  Army  to 
oppose  them,  take  possession  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
renew  their  horrid  scenes  of  Desolation  and  Murder.  A  bad  example 
set  by  one  man  in  deserting  his  Country  at  this  time  may  be  the  ruin  of 
the  middle  Colonies,  if  not  of  all  America.  The  Baggage  of  the  Briga- 
dier is  hourly  expected.  If  the  troops  should  move,  good  quarters  shall 
be  given  them. 


HADDONFIELD,  Feb.  26th,  1778. 

Received  of  Franklin  Davenport  the  several  sums  affixed  to  our  Names 
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in  full  for  our  pay  and  Bounty  whilst  in  the  Artillery,  in  September  last. 
as  witness  Our  Hands. 

His  £  s.  d. 

John  j*j  Telford 5  12  6 

mark. 

Samuel  Cole 6  17  0 

James  Haines  for  \ 

Benjamin  Haines  ) ^  ™  *> 

For  Judiah  Haines 5    12    6 

Benjamin  Whittall,  Lieut 12    12    6 

George  Sparks.., G    12    6 

Received  for  Thomas  Langley,  | 

Per  me  George  Sparks,  j '       '     ' 

Samuel  Hugg,  Capt ,  .13    15    o 

His 

Thos.  ;*<  Heath,  for  himself. 5    12    6 

mark. 
His 

Jos.  x  Flint 2    16    3 

mark. 
Thomas  Magec .     5    12    « 

Dan'l  Lawrence .     2    12    6 

His 

Philip  x  Peters 5    12    6 

mark.  

£90    8    3 


LETTER  FROM  DAVID  OGDEN,  OF  NEWARK,  TO  PHILIP 
KEARNEY,  OF  PERTH  AMBOY, 

IN  REFERENCE   TO   A  PROPOSITION  TO  RESUME  LEGAL  BUSINESS  WITHOUT 

THE   USE  OF   STAMPS. 

(See  Analytical  Index  to  Colonial  Documents,  p.  SS5.) 
FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OF  MR.  WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 

NEWARK,  Jan'y  14th,  1766. 
D'R  SIR: 

I  this  Day  rec'd  your  Favour  of  the  31st  of  last  Month,  enclosing  a 
Request  of  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  to  appoint  a  Meeting  of  the 
Attornies,  in  Consequence  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  the  last  Bur- 
lington Term. 

I  heartily  wish  I  could  join  those  Gentlemen  therein,  as  it  always 
gives  me  a  very  sensible  Pleasure  to  concur  with  so  great  a  Number  of 
my  Profession ;  but  at  Present  must  think  that  those  Reasons  which 
prevailed  on  the  Attornies  first  to  enter  into  so  laudable  a  Agreement, 
founded  on  a  true  spirit  of  Patriotism,  still  subsist,  Which  Agreement 
was  soon  followed  by  the  Gentlemen  of  our  Profession  in  the  Neigh- 
6 


42  SELECTIONS  FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

bouring  Colonies.  It  will  give  me  great  Pain  to  see  so  noble  &  self- 
Denial  an  Act  first  sullied  by  us  who  set  the  Example.  And  unless  some 
Reasons  do  appear  more  powerful  than  those  on  which  the  Agreement 
was  founded,  I  hope  it  will  remain.  I  know  of  none  at  Present,  &  should 
have  been  glad  those  Gentlem'n  had  mentioned  what  induced  them  to 
request  a  Meeting  of  the  Attornies  to  vacate,  as  I  suppose,  that  Agree- 
ment. For  my  own  Part  I  am  fearful,  from  Acc'ts  lately  rec'd  from  Home, 
that  our  Troubles  are  but  beginning.  I  think  it  prudent  for  those  Gent'n, 
so  inclined  in  a  King's  Government,  not  to  act  in  open  Violation  of  a 
Law  of  the  British  Parliament,  when  not  under  the  absolute  Necessity 
for  Self-Preservation  so  to  do,  which  God  forbid  should  ever  be  our 
Case.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  our  Judges  and  Clerks,  commissioned 
by  the  Crown,  will  at  this  Time  proceed  in  the  usual  Method  regard- 
less of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  I  must  submit  if  any  Attorney  would 
now,  as  an  Attorney  &  Friend  to  the  Officers  of  the  Court,  advise  it ; 
and  whether  it  is  not  far  more  adviseable  for  the  Agreement  to  remain 
inviolable  till  We  hear  what  the  Parliament  will  do  in  American  Affairs, 
Which  in  all  Probability  We  shall  know  sometime  in  March  next. 

I  conceive  you  had  best  write  to  those  Gent'n  to  recall  their  Request, 
but  if  they  persist  in  it  I  think  a  Meeting  of  the  Attornies  ought  to  be 
had,  as  it  was  Part  of  our  Agreement  when  requested  by  a  proper  Num- 
ber. Perth  Amboy,  I  think,  should  be  the  Place,  and  I  believe  was 
mentioned  at  Burlington. 

Above  you  have  my  Thoughts  on  your  Letter,  which  I  wrote  in  a 
Hurry,  &  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more  Time  to  enlarge 
on  so  important  a  Subject.  What  is  omitted  you  no  Doubt  will  supply, 
if  you  concur  with  me  in  Sentiment. 

I  returned  from  New  York  on  Fryday  last,  and  do  assure  you  that  the 
Gent'n  of  the  Law  there  had  not  then  done  any  Business  ;  neither  do  I 
think  they  will  soon  proceed,  notwithstanding  their  Resolutions. 

If,  upon  the  whole,  you  appoint  a  Meeting,  pray  let  me  know  the 
Day  you  fix,  &  I  will  give  the  Gent'n  of  the  Law  this  Way  Notice 
thereof,  &  attend  myself  accordingly. 
I  am,  D'r  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

DAVID  OGDEN, 

PHIL.  KEARNEY,  Esq. 


ANNOUNCED  MAY  IGTii,  1867. 

From  the  Maine  Historical  Society—  Memorial  Volume  of  Popharn  Cele- 
bration, Aug.  29th,  1862 ;  commemorative  of  the  planting  of  the 
Popham  Colony  on  the  Peninsula  of  Sabino,  Aug.  19,  0.  S.  1607. 
establishing  the  title  of  England  to  the  Continent. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Minnesota  His- 
torical Society  for  the  year  1867. 

From  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  a  quarterly 
publication,  for  January  and  April,  1867. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute.  Vol 
VIII.  March,  1866.  No.  1. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — Journals  of  the  Senate  and  Assem- 
bly of  Wisconsin,  from  1860  to  1866. 

Governor's  Message  and  Documents,  1859  to  1865. 

Pnblic,  Private  and  Local  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1859  to  1866. 

Transactions  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  1860. 

The  Wisconsin  Fanner,  a  Monthly  Journal,  devoted  to  Agriculture, 
Horticulture,  and  Mechanical  and  Rural  Economy. 

Adjutant-General's  Reports,  1863  to  1865.     Total,  42  bound  vols. 
Reports  of  the  State  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction,  for  the 
years  1857,  1858,  1860  and  1863. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Wisconsin  for  the  year 
ending  Sept,  30,  1864. 

Second  Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade,  Commerce  and  General 
Business  of  Milwaukie,  for  1859. 

Reports  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for 
the  Establishment  and  Support  of  Charity  Schools,  for  1852,  '53,  '54, 
'55,  '56  and  '57. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Girard  College  for 
Orphans,  to  the  City  Councils,  for  1853;  with  a  Statement  of  the 
Proceedings  at  the  Anniversary,  Jan.  2,  1854,  and  a  Catalogue  of 
the  Officers  and  Pupils  for  1854. 
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Statutes  of  Columbia  College,  May,  1848,  to  which  is  prefixed  an 
Historial  Sketch  of  the  College. 

Progressive  Democracy.  A  Discourse  on  the  History,  Philosophy 
and  Tendency  of  American  Politics,  delivered  in  National  Hall,  New 
York  City.  By  D.  Francis  Bacon.  1844. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  -Address  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Bross, 
Lieut.  Gov.  of  Illinois,  on  the  Resources  of  the  Far  West  and  the 
Pacific  Railway,  before  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Yord,  Jan, 
25,  1866. 

Memorial  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Bross,  29th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
who  fell  at  Petersburg,  July  30, 1864.  By  a  Friend.  Together  with  a 
Sermon  by  his  Pastor,  Rev.  Arthur  Swazcy. 

Proceedings  of  the  Chicago  Bar,  &c. 

"  America  as  a  Field  for  the  Exertions  of  the  Christian  Scholar :" 
an  Address  before  the  Williams  College,  by  Hon.  Wm.  Bross,  Class  of 
1838,  at  the  Commencement,  July  31,  1866. 

Song  of  the  Old  Church  at  Williamstown,  A  Poem,  delivered  on 
the  same  occasion,  by  Rev.  J  Clement  French,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
class  of  1853. 

Message  of  Gov.  Richard  J.  Oglesby,  Jan.  7,"  1867. 

Sixth  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society — Memoir  of  Jared  Sparks,  LL.D. 
By  Brantz  Meyer,  President  of  the  Society.  Read  before  the  Annual 
Meeting,  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  7,  1867. 

From  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia — Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  from  May  4,  1865,  to  Dec.  31,  1866. 

From  the  Literary  and  Historical  Society  of  Quebec — Transactions  of  the 
Society.  Session  of  1865-6.  New  Series.  Part  4.  Extract  from  a 
Manuscript  Journal  relating  to  the  Siege  of  Quebec  in  1759,  kept  by 
Col.  Malcolm  Fraser,  then  Lieut,  of  the  78th  (Fraser's  Highlanders) 
and  serving  in  that  Campaign.  Published  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior — Documents  ot  the  Second  Session 
of  the  28th  Congress— in  all  28  vols. 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — Pennsylvania  Archives ;  selected  and 
arranged  from  Original  Documents.  By  Samuel  Hazard.  1781  to 
1790.  Appendix  1790,  and  Index.  6  vols. 
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From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

Vol.  X.     1866.     No.  76. 
From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Coast  Survey,  for  1864. 

From  the  Authors — A  History  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  or  Paper  Money 
issued  by  New  York,  from  1709  to  1789:  with  a  Description  of  the 
Bills,  and  Catalogue  of  the  various  issues.  By  John  H.  Hickcox, 
Author  of  American  Coinage.  1866. 

The  Government  of  Sir  Edmond  Andros  over  New  England,  in 
1688  and  1689.  Read  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Dec.  4th,  1866.  By  John  Ronieyn  Brodhead. 

Remarks  on  Tobasco,  Mexico,  occasioned  by  the  reported  discovery 
of  remains  of  ancient  cities  being  found  in  that  locality.  By  Charles 
H.  Hart,  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Philadelphia. 

A  Historicsl  Sketch  of  the  National  Medals  issued  pursuant  to  reso- 
lutio'n  of  Congress,  1776-1815.  By  Charles  H.  Hart,  Read  before  the 
N.  &  A.  Society,  Nov.  1st  and  loth,  1866. 

Medicine  and  Astrology.  A  Paper  read  before  the  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  June  7th,  1866.  By  Henry 
Phillips,  Jr. 

Some  Observations  on  Early  Currency  of  Maryland.  By  Henry 
Phillips,  Jr.  Read  June  7th,  1865. 

The  Pleasures  of  Numismatic  Science.  By  Henry  Phillips,  Jr. 
Read  Oct.  4th,  1866. 

Memoir  of  Marshall  P.  Wilder.  By  John  H.  Sheppard,  A.  M., 
Librarian  N.  E.  Historic-Genealogical  Society. 

From  Mr.  Jiio.  S.  Blatchford,  Gen.  Secretary  Sanitary  Commission,  Docu- 
ments of  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission.  Serial  Documents,  No.  1  to  85, 
inclusive,  in  2  vols.  Bulletin,  No.  1  to  40,  inclusive.  1  vol. 

From  Col.  R.  S.  Swords — Poems  by  Richard  B.  Davis ;  with  a  Sketch  of 
his  Life.  "A  s.mple  solitary  bard  was  he."  1807. 

The  Massachusetts  Magazine ;  or  Monthly  Museum.  Vol.  1,  1789, 
and  Vol.  3, 1791. 

The  Nova-  Scotia  Magazine.    Vol.3.     July  to  December,  1790. 

The  Christian  Journal  and  Literary  Register.  Vols.  1,  2  and  3,  for 
1817,  1818  and  1819.  The  Churchman's  Magazine.  Vol.  6,  for  1809  ; 
Vol.  1,  for  1813.  New  Series. 
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Memoirs  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  from  its  Organization  to  the  present  day.  By  William 
White,  D.D.  Second  Edition.  1836. 

The  Olive  Branch,  or  Faults  on  Both  Sides,  Federal  and  Democratic. 
By  M.  Carey.  Tenth  Edition/improved.  June  1,  1818. 

Publications  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  viz.  Reporter  24,  Bulletin 
37,  Miscellaneous  40 — with  "  Our  Daily  Fair,"  published  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Philadelphia  Fair  for  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Willett's  Map  of  the  State  of  New  York,  containing  the  principal 
Turnpike  Roads  and  the  Route  of  the  Erie  Canal,  from  Erie  to  Hud- 
son's River. 

A  Medal,  commemorative  of  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal. 
From  Bee.  Charles  E.  Hart — Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  North  Reformed 

Dutch  Church,  Newark,  N.  J. 

From  Mr.  Henry  N.  Beach,  of  Orange— Civilization  of  the  Indian  Natives  ; 
or  a  Brief  View  of  the  Friendly  Conduct  of  William  Penn  towards 
them  in  Pennsylvania.     By  Halliday  Jackson.    1830. 
From  Mr.  H.  Onderdorik — Fiftieth  and  Fifty-first  Reports  of  the  Long 

Island  Bible  Society. 

From  Mr.  Charles  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia— The  Trial  of  Religious  Truth 
by  its  Moral  Influence.  A  Sermon  preached  Oct.  9th,  1750,  by  J 
Witherspoon,  A.  M.,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  Paisley. 

Catalogue  of  Additions  made  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  from  Dec. 
1st,  1865,  to  Dec.  1st,  1866. 

J.  M.  Scovell's  Speeches  before  the  Anti-Monopoly  Convention  at 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Feb.  1,  1865— and  in  the  N.  J.  Senate  on  the  Air-Line 
Rail  Road  Bill. 

Letter  of  Chancellor  Walworth,  on  what  may  be  done  by  the  Public 
in  anticipation  of  the  Cholera.  1866. 

Annual  Reports  of  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  City  of  N.  Y. 
and  42d,  43d  and  44th  An.  Rep.  of  Mer.  Lib.  Co.  of  Philad.     1867. 
From  Mr.   Wm.  B.   Traslc,  of  Boston — Journal  of  several  visits  to  the 
Indians  of  Kennebec  River.     By  Rev.  Joseph  Baxter  -of  Medfield, 
Mass.,  in  1717.     With  Notes,  by  Rev.  E.  Nason. 

From  Mr.  Joel  Munsel,  of  Albany—  David  Cusick's  Sketches  of  Ancient 
History  of  the  Six  Nations,  comprising— 1st.  A  Tale  of  the  Two 
Infants  Born,  and  the  Creation  of  the  Universe.  2d.  A  Real  Account 
of  the  Early  Settlers  of  North  America,  and  their  Dissensions.  3d- 
Origin  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Five  Nations,  which  was  called  a  Long 
House.  The  Wars,  Fierce  Animals,  &c.  Lockport.  1848. 
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Howard  Townsend's  Paper  on  the  Sinai  Bible.  Read  before  the 
Albany  Institute,  Dec.  15th,  1863. 

Literary  Societies;  their  Uses  and  Abuses.  An  Address  before  the 
Wesleyan  Literary  Association  of  the  New  York  Conference  Seminary ; 
Sept.  28th,  1862.  By  Thomas  Montgointry. 

The  Study  of  the  English  Language  and  Literature  as  an  Educa- 
tional Force.  By  M.  P.  Cavert,  A.  M.  Read  at  Geneva  before  the 
N.  Y.  State  Teachers  Association  in  1866. 

An  Essay  on  Motion  and  Force,  read  before  the  Albany  Institute, 
April  24th,  1865.  By  L.  Allen. 

Address  at  the  Funeral  Service  of  the  Late  Col.  Lewis  Benedict. 
May  1,  1864.  By  Rev.  C.  D.  W.  Bridgman. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Earle,  wife  of  Gco.  Earle, 
Esq.  By  Rev.  William  Whitaker.  May  9th,  1865. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Maple  Grove  Cemetery  Association, 
of  Worcester,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.  1865. 

The  Song  of  the  Sexton,  addressed  to  his  Shovel,  after  the  Dedica- 
tion of  the  Albany  Cemetery.  By  Old  Mortality. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer's  Reminiscences  of  Fifteen  Years'  Work  in  the 
First  Cong.  Church,  Albany,  Dec.  24th,  1865. 

Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  with  the  Principles  of  Government 
and  Discipline  adopted  by  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Albany. 
1858. 

Covenant  and  Membership  of  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
Albany.  Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany.  May  2d,  1866. 

Bible  Societies  Reports.  52d  of  the  Schoharie,  Oct.  10th,  1865. 
55th  of  the  Albany  County.  48th  of  the  Fulton  and  Hamilton  Coun- 
ties :  and  proceedings  54th  Anniversary  of  the  Washington  County, 
N.Y. 

Union  College.  Bulletin  of  Class  of  1862.  Second  of  Class  of  1864. 
Treasurer's  Annual  Report,  June,  1865.  Burial  of  Mechanics.  1864. 

The  Principles  of  Hydropathy.  By  David  A.  Harsha.  Glaucoma 
and  its  Cure,  by  Iridectomy.  From  the  French  of  Testelin  and  Warla- 
mont.  Translated  by  C.  A.  Robertson,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

A  Manual  of  Practical  and  English  Grammar,  on  a  New  and  Easy 
Plan.  By  Hez.  Munsell,  Jr.  Webster's  Calendar  for  1864,  1865,  1866 
and  1867. 

Laus  Patriae  Celestis.    Translation  of  an  Ancient  Latin  Hymn. 

From  Mr,  Asher  Taylor,  of  New  York— The  Eighth  Annual  Report  of 
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the  Board  of  Management  ot  the  Veterans  of  the  National  Guard, 
N.  Y.,  containing  the  Roll  of  Members.     April,  1867. 

From  Mr.  John  Rutherfurd— The  Future  of  Africa,  being  Addresses, 
Sermons,  etc.,  etc.  Delivered  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia.  By  Rev. 
Alex.  Cummell,  Queen's  College,  Camb.  1862. 

Prom  Mr.  Samuel  Allison— A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Efforts  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  to  promote  the 
Civilization  and  Improvement  of  the  Indians;  also,  of  the  Present 
Condition  of  the  Tribes  in  the  State  of  New  York.  1866. 

From  Mr.  Daniel  Dod — Invitation  Card  of  "  Newark  Dancing  Assembly." 
December  14,  1802.  Elias  Van  Arsdale,  James  Hedden,  David  B. 
Ogden  and  Moses  Hedden,  Managers. 

From  Mr.  Alexander  Nichols — A  Silver-Mounted  Cane,  formerly  of  Alex. 
Macwhorter,  D.D. 

From  Rev.  E.  K.  Rodgcrs,  D.D.—A  Bond  of  the  C.  S.  A.  for  $1000.  No. 
9536.  Fifth  Series— with  60  Coupons.  Bond  dated  March  1,  1864. 
Due  July  1,  1894. 

From  Mr.  S.  Alofsen — Charles  J.  Ingersoll.  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Second  War  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain. 

Horace  Greeley.  The  American  Conflict.  Illustrated.  Vol.  II. 
8vo.,  cloth. 

The  Rebellion  Record,  with  Portraits.    Vol.  IX.    8vo.,  cloth. 

John  Minor  Botts,  of  Virginia.     The  Great  Rebellion.     1 2mo.,  cloth. 

Wm.  Wells  Brown.  The  Negro  in^the  American  Rebellion.  12mo., 
cloth. 

One  complete  copy  of  the  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Rebellion. 
Published  by  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of  New  York.  87  in 
number.  8vo.,  paper. 

A  Portrait  in  Oil  of  Henry  Clay.  Painted  for  Mr.  Alofsen,  in  1847, 
By  Cafferty,  of  New  York,  in  an  ornamental  oval  gilt  frame. 

A  Plaster  of  Paris  cast  of  the  Seal  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,  sunk  in  a  ball  of  flint  glass  as  a  letter  weight,  made  in  the 
Jersey  City  Glasshouse  in  1853. 

Also,  from  Mr.  John  Rutherford,  a  large  collection  of  Newspapers  of 
the  last  century,  with  many  valuable  Pamphlets  and  Maps,  relative  to 
New  Jersey.  Exclusive  of  these,  97  books  and  242  pamphlets  have  been 
received  since  the  annual  meeting. 
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TKEXTON,  January  16th,  1868. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  this  day,  in  accordance 
with  the  By-Laws,  the  Hon.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD,  First  Vice  President, 
presiding. 

The  Recording  Secretary  having  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
being  present,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  letters  from  Messrs.  Benjamin 
Aycrigg,  Edward  H.  Wright,  John  H.  Meeker,  Richard  F.  Stevens 
Martin  J.  Ryerson,  Darius  Wells,  John  A.  Gifford,  James  W.  Woodruff 
and  Daniel  E.  Hervey  accepting  memberships ;  from  Messrs.  John  Gilmary 
Shea,  C.  C.  Haven,  W.  H.  Molleson,  J.  E.  Hilgard,  Asst.,  in  charge  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  S.  Stokes  and  the  State  Treasurer,  transmitting  dona- 
tions ;  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Conover,  of  Princeton,  relative  to  a  silver  medal 
commemorative  of  the  gallantry  of  Col.  De  Fleury,  at  Stony  Point  in 
1779,  found  in  Princeton  some  years  ago,  but  now  it  was  feared,  lost ; 
from  Messrs.  Martin  B.  Scott,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Charles  Brown, 
of  Chilicothe,  on  Genealogical  subjects ;  from  Mr.  H.  Redfield,  enquiring 
for  the  right  orthography  of  "  Metuchen  ;''  and  from  various  other  indi- 
viduals relative  to  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $369  07. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  donations  received  since  the  last  meeting, 
179  m  number. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Executive  Committee : 
"  The  Executive  Committee  referring  to  the  statement  of  the  Libra- 
rian and  Treasurer  for  matters  of  detail,  would  respectfully  report  that, 
1 
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on  this  the  twenty-third  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Society, 
they  feel  warranted  in  congratulating  the  members  on  its  confirmed  po- 
sition among  the  institutions  of  the  State. 

'•  Each  year  serves  to  establish  it  more  assuredly  as  a  necessity,  and  al- 
though its  progress  may  not  be  as  rapid,  or  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness 
as  extensive  as  would  be  the  case  were  its  means  less  restricted,  yet  it  is 
abundantly  evident  that  in  many  ways  it  contributes  to  the  convenience 
of  the  community,  tends  to  the  upholding  of 'the  honor  of  the  State^ 
and  is  doing  its  part  efficiently  and  effectually  in  perpetuating  a  history 
of  which  every  Jerseyman  may  feel  proud. 

"  Without  endowments  or  public  aid,  forced  so  far  in  its  career,  to  de- 
pend upon  the  liberality  of  its  members  for  all  that  it  has  accomplished, 
it  cannot  compare  either  in  wealth  or  influence  with  many  kindred  insti- 
tutions differently  situated  and  even  younger  in  years.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that,  among  the  many  Jerseyraen,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  ample 
resources,  some  have  not  been  found  willing  to  do  honor  to  themselves 
and  the  State  by  conferring  upon  the  Society  the  means  for  increased 
usefulness. 

"  The  re-arrangement  of  the  Library,  the  cataloguing  of  the  books, 
pamphlets  and  manuscripts,  and  other  circumstances  which  have  charac- 
terized the  past  year  of  the  Society's  life,  give  promise,  it  is  hoped,  of 
other  improvements  that  are  to  follow.  There  is  work  enough  for  all, 
and  to  the  younger  members  particularly  is  an  appeal  made,  to  give  more 
attention  to  that  history  of  which  the  Society  is  the  depository,  that  a 
greater  interest  may  be  felt  in  its  operations,  and  that  they  may  be  pre- 
pared to  take  the  places  of  others,  their  elders,  who  are  yearly  being  re- 
moved from  us. 

"  Within  a  few  days  one  has  passed  away,  whose  loss  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  by  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  the  chairman  — 
whose  presence  at  our  meetings  was  always  pleasantly  anticipated,  and 
during  the  year  several  others  have  bad  their  connection  with  us  severed 
by  "the  reaper  Death."  Prominent  among  them  was  one  whose  name 
was  enrolled  as  a  member  on  the  day  the  Society  was  organized  in  this 
city,  February  27th,  1845;  who  delivered  on  the  7th  May  following  the 
first  Discourse  before  it,  arousing  attention  to  our  history  and  giving  an 
impetus,  at  once,  to  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  whose  interest  in 
it  continued  unabated  so  long  as  he  rema  ned  a  citizen  of  the  State. 
The  Committee  refer  to  CHARLES  KING,  L.L.  D.,  who  died  at  Frescati, 
near  Rome,  Italy,  on  the  27th  of  September  last. 

"  Having  received  a  finished  education  to  which  subsequent  scholastic 
attainments  of  the  highest  character  had  given  direction  and  efficiency, 
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Mr.  King's  whole  career  ma£  be  said  to  have  been  one  of  letters;  and 
whether  in  the  conduct  of  public  Journals,  in  the  Presidency  of  Colum- 
bia College,  or  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  and  lesponsibilities  of 
private  life,  he  ever  manifested  intellectual  abilities  of  a  high  order,  and 
won  the  regard  of  all  by  his  many  esteemable  qualities.  The  older  mem- 
bers will  ever  remember  with  pleasure  their  associations  with  Mr.  King. 
"  Of  the  twenty  gentlemen  who  participated  in  forming  the  constitution 
of  the  Society,  only  ten  are  living,  and  the  broken  ranks  call  for  rein- 
forcements. The  Committee  hope  that  the  call  will  not  be  unheeded." 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  the  reference  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  King  was  directed  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  number 
of  the  "Proceedings,"  bringing  them  down  in  print  to  the  present 
time,  being  the  first  number  of  the  Second  Series.  The  first  series  con- 
tained ten  volumes  of  about  200  pages  each,  comprising  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  together  with  many  valuable  papers  read  before  it, 
from  its  organization  to  I860  inclusive. 

The  Committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  publications 
of  the  Society  that  are  for  sale.  The  appeals  made  on  former  occasions 
had  not  been  responded  to  as  was  expected,  but  if  each  member  would 
supply  himself  with  copies  of  the  different  volumes,  a  material  increase 
in  the  funds  would  be  the  natural  result. 

The  condition  of  the  Treasury  not  rendering  it  advisable  at  present, 
the  Committee  had  not  taken  any  steps  towards  the  reprinting  of  the 
3d  volume  of  the  Proceedings,  which  was  referred  to  them  at  the  last 
meeting.  It  would  be  undertaken  so  soon  as  circumstances  might 
warrant. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that,  all  that  was  in  progress 
for  the  better  arrangement  of  the  Library  and  the  convenience  of  those 
using  it  when  the  Society  last  met,  had  been  completed,  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  able  to  report  the  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  (with 
a  few  unimportant  exceptions)  as  catalogued  and  properly  arranged  ;  the 
services  of  an  assistant  Librarian  had  been  retained  up  to  the  1st 
October  last,  and  the  rooms  up  to  that  time,  had  been  kept  open  daily 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  members  and  others  properly  introduced. 
Since  then,  members  have  had  access  to  the  rooms  at  certain  hours  each 
day,  when  the  Treasurer  has  been  present. 

An  actual  count  of  the  bound  volumes,  and  of  volumes  of  pamphlets 
prepared  for  binding,  made  the  number  on  the  shelves  exceed  5,000,  and 
the  report  of  the  Librarian  had  shown  that  donations  continued  to  be 
received,  ensuring  a  gradual  but  steady  increase. 
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The  lease  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the'  Society  expiring  on  the  1st 
April  next,  the  Committee  had  effected  a  renewal  for  five  years  on  favor- 
able terms,  looking  to  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  members  to 
the  Library  Fund,  not  only  for  a  sufficient  amount  to  cover  the  rent,  but 
such  additional  sums  as  might  enable  the  Committee  to  continue  as  a 
permanent  arrangement,  the  employment  of  an  assistant  Librarian, 
which  was  found  so  beneficial  during  the  last  summer. 

The  Committee  stated  that,  since  the  last  meeting  Mr.  John  Ruther- 
furd,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  had  deposited  in  the  Library  twelve 
folio  volumes  containing  the  Journals  of  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
in  manuscript,  from  the  13th  April,  1647,  to  January  19th,  1650,  with 
the  exception  of  some  months. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  also  placed  in  the  Library  a  large  number  of  folio 
volumes  containing  the  records  of  title  to  the  large  landed  estates  of 
James  Alexander,  containing  at  length  not  only  the  deeds  to  him  for 
numerous  and  extensive  tracts,  both  in  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  but 
also  the  deeds  given  by  him  to  individuals  for  portions  thereof,  contain- 
ing much  matter  of  interest  to  the  antiquary  and  genealogist,  as  well 
as  to  those  that  may  now  be  in  possession  of  any  of  the  tracts  referred  to. 

The  Report  thus  concluded : 

"  The  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  adverting  to  the 
melancholy  event  which  has  rendered  necessary  its  presentation  by  an- 
other than  their  chairman.  Mr.  Walter  Rutherfurd  who  has  held  that 
position  since  the  establishment  of  the  Committee  in  1860,  has  within  a 
few  days  been  called  away  from  us,  in  all  the  vigor  of  mature  years, 
and  while  occupying  a  sphere  of  extended  usefulness.  It  comes  not 
within  the  province  of  the  Committee  to  comment  on  the  vacancy  his 
death  has  caused  in  his  own  family,  in  a  wide  circle  of  personal  friends, 
and  in  political  and  religious  associations  with  which  he  was  connected  ; 
but  so  far  as  refers  to  his  connection  with  this  Society,  they  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the  members  who  have  so  long  enjoyed  such  satis- 
factory intercourse  with  him  and  recognized  his  worth,  will  long  have 
occasion  to  regret  his  loss. 

"  Mr.  Rutherfurd  was  admitted  a  member  in  September,  1846,  and  has 
been  seldom  absent  from  our  meetings  since.  He  ever  took  an  active 
part  in  everything  calculated  to  elevate  the  Society  in  public  estimation, 
and  to  facilitate  its  operation,  manifesting  at  all  times  th'<se  aspirations 
for  the  right  and  that  due  consi  leration  for  others,  characteristic  of  the 
Christian  gentleman;  setting  an  example  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  of 
the  ansHuity  with  which  the  go«>d  citizen  shon'd  dischorge  his  duties. 
The  committee  would  respectfully  request  that  ;his  notice  of  his  death 
may  be  entered  upon  the  minutes"— which  was  directed  to  be  done. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  on  balloting 
all  proposed  were  duly  elected.  New  nominations  were  also  received 
and  referred. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  for  the  year  1868,  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  : 

On  Publications — Richard  S.  Field,  William  A.  Whitehead,  Henry  W. 
Green,  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  and  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D. 

On  the  Library—  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jackson, 
Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in  Newark. 

On  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  and  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  D.  D. 

On  Statistics — N.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Rev.  Samuel 
M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  C.  M.  Shreeve,  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

Messrs.  Bowne  and  Allison  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  having  submitted  the  following  list,  it 
was  adopted  unanimously : 

President, 

JAMES  PARKER Perth  Amboy. 

Vice  Presidents, 

RICHARD  FIELD >. .  Princeton. 

HENRY  W.  GREEN  Trenton. 

JOHN  RUTHERFURD Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD Newark. 

Recording  Secretary, 

DAVID  A.  HAYES Newark. 

Treasurer, 

ROBERT  S.  SWORDS Newark. 

Librarian, 

SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR Newark. 

Executive  Committee, 

SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.  D , Newark. 

CHARLES  S.  OLDEN Princeton. 

R.  K.  RODGERS,  D.  D Hound  Brook. 

N.  NORRIS  HALSTED Hudson  Co. 

JOHN  HALL,  D.  D Trenton. 

SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.  D Lawrencetille. 

JOHN  CLEMENT Haddonfield. 

CHARLES  C.  HAVEN Trenton. 

WILLIAM  B.  KINNEY..  .  .Newark. 
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Messrs.  Clement,  of  Had  don  field,  Swords  of  Newark,  and  Haven  of 
Trenton,  offered  suggestions  relative  to  the  acquisition  of  historical  and 
genealogical  manuscripts  known  to  exist  in  different  parts  of  the  State  ; 
and  al*o  as  to  the  best  mode  of  increasing  the  number  of  members. 

Mr.  Whitehead  gave  notice  of  an  intended  amendment  to  the  By- 
Laws  which  he  should  call  up  at  the  next  meeting,  making  the  officers 
of  the  Society  ex-officio  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

He  al>o  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  very  acceptable  ser- 
vices that  Mr.  Horace  N.  Congar,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  rendered 
to  all  interested  in  the  history  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  careful  examination, 
to  which  the  public  documents  and  records  in  his  office  had  been  sub- 
jected, leading  to  the  preservation,  re-arrangement,  management  and 
binding  of  much  historical  material  that  heretofore  could  scarcely  be 
said  to  have  been  accessible,  and  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Histori- 
cal Society  are  due  to  Horace  N.  Congar,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State,  for 
the  services  rendered  by  him  to  all  interested  in  the  history  of  New 
Jersey,  in  arranging,  binding  and  otherwise  putting  in  a  state  of  preser- 
vation the  documents  and  records  in  his  office,  and  that  he  be  requested 
on  the  completion  of  his  labors,  to  have  a  catalogue  of  the  collection, 
prepared. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 

On  reassembling  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  JOHN  Y.  FOSTER  of  Newark, 
read  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper  illustrative  of  the  gallantry  of 
the  troops  of  New  Jersey  during  the  late  war,  the  more  prominent  deeds 
of  the  different  arms  of  the  service  being  succinctly  yet  forcibly  pre- 
sented, much  to  the  gratification  of  his  audience. 

On  closing,  Col.  Swords  after  some  preparatory  complimentary  re- 
marks, moved  the  presentation  of  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mr. 
Foster,  which  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark,  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 
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From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society,  18(56-'67.  Published  at  the  charge  of  the 
Peabody  Fund. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  April  24,  1867. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of   the  Minnesota 
Historical  Society  for  1860,  '64,  '67. 
Minnesota,  its  Progress  and  capabilities,  1860-1. 
The  Minnesota  Year  Book  for  1851-2.     By  W.  G.  DeDuc. 
Geology  and  Mineralogy  of  Minnesota,  1848,  '59  and  '64.      By  Col. 
Charles  Whittlesy. 

The  Lesson  of  1860.  A  Sermon,  Feb.  3,  1861.  By  Rev.  Wm. 
Speer.  Baldwin  School,  St.  Paul.  Catalogue  for  1853,  and  Address 
at  the  Dedication  of  the  Edifice. 

The  Carver  Centenary  at  Carver's  Cave,  1867. 

From  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society — Report  of  the  Adjutant 
General,  and  Quarter  Master  General  of  New  Hampshire.  1866. 

From  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  July,  Oc- 
tober. 

From  the  Literary  and  Historical  Society  of  Quebec — Transactions,  and 
Papers.  Session  of  1867.  New  Series.  Part  5. 

From  the  New  England  Historic- Genealogical  Society — Register  and  Anti- 
quarian Journal.  July  and  Oct.,  1867.  Jan.  1868. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society — Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade.  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  Chicago  Reform 
School. 

From  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society — Fourth  Annual  Report. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Historical  Collections.    Vol.  8.     No.  3  and  4. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society— Report  on  the  Disastrous  Effects 

of  the  Destruction  of  Forest  Trees  in  Wisconsin.      By  J.  A.  Lapham. 

J.  G.  Knapp  and  B.  Crocker,  Commissioners. 
From  the  Wilmington  Institute — Annual  Report,  1867. 
From  the  Assistant  in    Charge — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Coast  Survey,  for  the  year  1865. 
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From  the  U.  S.  Interior  Department — Documents  of  the  First  Session  of 
the  Thirty  Ninth  Congress.     35  Volumes. 

From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — Senate  Journal.     Minutes  of  Assembly. 
Legislative  Documents,  and  Laws  of  N.  J.     1867. 

MeCarter's  Equity  Reports.  Vol.  15.  Green's  Equity  Reports. 
Vol.  16.  Statutes  at  Large,  and  Treaties  of  the  U.  S.  A.  Second 
Session  39tli  Congress  ;  1866-7. 

New  Jersey  Law  Report.     Vol.  XXXI. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute— Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowl- 
edge.    V<>1.  14.     Smithsonian  Collections.     Vol.  6  and  7. 

From  Princeton  College—  Triennial  Catalogue.     1866. 

Dr.  Duryea's  Commemorative  Address,  and  the  Princeton  Roll  of 
Honor,  by  Prof.  Cameron. 

From  Harvard  College — Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Treasurer. 
1866-7. 

From  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society — A  Treatise   on  the  Insect 
Enemies  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees.     By  Dr.  I.  P.  Trimble. 

From  the  Author — The  Baptists  of  Trenton.     An  Historical  Discourse  in 
First  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  1867.     By  D.  Henry  Miller,  D.  D.,  Pastor. 

From  Henry  0.  Darcy— The  New  York  Evening  Post  for  the  years  1831", 
1832,  and  1833,  bound  3  Vols. 

From  Jacob   Weart — Hair  of  John  Hart,  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

From  C.  C.  Haven — Photograph  of  Head  Quarters  in  Trenton  of  Gen. 
St.  Clair. 

Photograph  of  James  B.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  of  Trenton,  N.  J. 
Photograph  of  Wm.  L.  Dayton. 

From  H.  N.   Congar,  Secretary  of  State — General  Orders  of  Gov.  Aaron 
Ogden,  April  llth  and  Nov.  16th,  1812  ;  and  General  Orders  of  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  New  Jersey,  Nov.  10th,  1808. 
From  Stockton  Stokes— Photograph  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven. 
From  John  Gilmary  Shea — Narrative  of  a  Captivity  among  the  Mohawk 
Indians.     A  Description  of  New  Netherlands  in  1642, 1643,  and  other 
Piipers.     By  Father  Isaac  Jaques,   of  the    Society  of  Jesus,  with  a 
Memoir  of  the  Author,  by  J.  G.  Shea. 

A  Description  of  the  Province  and  City  of  New  York  in  1695  ;  By 
John  Miller.  Edited  by  J.  G.  Shea.  1862. 

Collection  of  rare  and  Original  Documents  and  Relations  concerning 
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the  Discovery  and  Conquest  of  America;  chiefly  from  the  Spanish 
Archives.     No.  1.     By  E.  G.  Squier,  M.  A.  F.  S.  A. 

Private  Journal  kept  during  a  Portion  of  the  Revolutionary  "War, 
by  Margaret  Morris,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.  Privately  Printed.  Phila. 
1836. 

A  Relation  of  the  successful  beginnings  of  the  Lord  Baltimore  Plan- 
tation in  Maryland,  1634. 

The  Sot  Weed  Factor;  or  Voyage  to  Maryland.  1634.  London. 
1708. 

Vocabulary  of  the  Clallam  and  Lummi  Languages.  By  George 
Gibbs. 

A  Grammatical  Sketch  of  the  Heve  Language ,  translated  from  an 
unpublished  Spanish  Manuscript.  By  Buckingham  Smith.  1861. 

A  Dictionary  of  the  Chinook  Jargon,  or  Trade  Language  of  Oregon. 
By  George  Gibbs.  1863. 

Alphabetical  Vocabulary  of  the  Chinook  Language.  By  George 
Gibbs. 

Vocabulary  or  Phrase  Book  of  the  Mutnen  Language.     1862. 

Radical  Words  of  the  Mohawk  Language.  By  Rev.  J.  Bruyas. 
1861. 

A  Bibliographical  Account  of  Catholic  Bibles  and  Testament, 
printed  in  the  United  States.  By  J.  G.  Shea.  1859. 

La  Vie  du  R.  S.  Pierre  Joseph  Maria  Chaumont,  de  la  Compagnie  de 
Jesus,  Missionare  dan  la  Nouvelle  France,  1'an  1688. 

Relation  de  sa  Captivite  parmi  les  Onneiouts  en  It590-l.  Par  le  R. 
P.  Pierre  Milet  de  la  Comp.  de  J.  1864. 

Journal  de  la  Guerre  du  Misisipi  centre  les  Chicachas,  En  1739.  et 
finie  en  1748. 

Extrait  de  la  Relation  des  Avantures  et  Voyage  de  Mathieu  Sagean. 

Relation  des  Missions  a  la  Colonie  Huronne.     1672  et  '73. 

Relation  des  Missions  au  Pais  des  Outaouacs  et  aux  Illinois,  des 
annes 1673 j  usque  en  1679. 

Relation  ou  Journal  du  Voyage  du  R.  P.  Jaques  Gravier,  de  la 
Comp.  de  J.  in  1700,  depuis  le  pays  des  Illinois  jusqua  I'embouchure 
du  Mississipi. 

Relation  des  Affaires  du  Canada,  en  1696—1702. 

Relation  du  Voyage  des  Premiers  Ursulines  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans. 
1727. 

Epistola  R.  P.  Druillettes  Societatis  Jesus  Presbyteri,  ad  Dominum 
Joannem  Wintrop,  Scutarium. 
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Recueil  de  Pieces  sur  La  Negotiation  entre  la  Nouvelle  France,  et  la 
Nouvelle  Angleterre,  en  annees  1648  et  suivantes. 

The  Commodities  of  the  Jeand  called  Manati,  or  Long  Isle,  which 
is  in  the  Continent  of  Virginia.  Privately  Printed. 

A  Colored  man's  Reminiscences  of  James  Madison,  by  Paul  Jen- 
nings.    Privately  Printed.     (In  all  28  distinct  works.) 
From  Col.  R.  8.  Swords— Map   of  Marietta  and  Vicinity  in  Ohio  and 
Virginia.     1854. 

Higginson's  Map  of  Europe,  comprising  Sardinia,  Switzerland  and 
Italy,  1859. 

Map  of  the  City  of  New  York  and  Island  of  Manhattan.     1811. 

Mitchell's  U.  S.  Traveler's  Guide.  1838.  Stranger's  Guide  to  Phil- 
adelphia. 1810.  Shaw's  U.  S.  Directory  for  Travelers  and  Merchants. 
1822.  Spofford's  Packet  Guide  along  the  Line  of  the  U.  S.  Canals,  &c. 
1824. 

Narratives  of  Two  Families  exposed  to  the  Great  Plague  of  London, 
16G5.  By  John  Scott.  1832. 

Some  Remarkable  Passages  in  the  Life  of  Col.  Gardner.  By  Dodd- 
ridge.  1795. 

Wainwright's  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Bishop  Hobart.  Sept.  19th. 
1830. 

Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  and  Chicago  R.  R.  Co,.  1865.  Report. 
Chicago  and  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  1866.  Report.  Columbia  Col- 
lege Catalogue.  1866-7. 

Legislative  Documents,  New  Jersey.     1 866. 

Specimens  of  Confederate  Paper  Money  and  Postage  Stamps. 

N.  J.  Agricultural  Society.  Report  for  1866.  List  of  Premiums 
1857. 

N.  J.  Magazine  or  Northern  Monthly  for  1867. 
From  Dr.  I.  P.  Trimble— New  Jersey  Legislative  Documents.     1866. 
From  Joel  Mumell — Transactions  of  Albanv  Institute.     1867. 

Analysis  of  Principal  Mineral  Fountains  at  Saratoga.  By  R.  L. 
Allen,  M.  D. 

A  Record  of  Yale,  Class  of  1854.  Personal  Statistics  for  thirteen 
years. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.     In  Memoriam.     Died  Jan.  15th,  1867. 

Manual  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  of  Albany. 
From  Hon.  John  Clement— Proceedings,  Constitution,  By-Laws,  &c.,  of 
the  Surveyors  Association  of  West  New  Jersey. 
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From  C.  J.  Williams,  Jr.— The  English  Pilot.  Fourth  Book.  List  of 
Subscribers  to  the  Tontine  Coffee  House.  Extrait  du  registre  des  actes 
de  la  Chancellerie  du  Consulat  de  la  Republique  Francaise  at  New 
York.  ~Wm.  Thomas'  Miscellaneous  Books  and  Papers.  1810. 
From  J.  R.  Burnett — 48th  Annual  Report  N.  J.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tute. 1866. 

From  8.  Q-.  Drake — Genealogy  of  Drake,  of  Hampton,  N.  H. 
From  David  Ripley — Genealogy  of  a  part  of  the  Ripley  Family.     By  H. 

W.  Ripley. 
From  William  Duane — History  and  Antiquities  of  Northampton,  Eng. 

land.     By  John  Cnle. 

From  Charles  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia — The  Life,  adventures  and  unpar- 
alleled Sufferings  of  Andrew  Oehler,  containing  an  account  of  his 
travels  through  France,  Italy,  the  East  and  West  Indies,  his  imprison 
meat  in  France,  &c.,  written  by  himself.  Published  at  Trenton. 
1811.  Printed  by  L.  Deane,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  copy-right 
taken  out  by  himself,  pp.  226.  12  mo. 

Original  subscription  Paper  for  procuring  the  Portrait  of  Richard 
Stockton,  for  the  Supreme  Court  Room.  Signed  by  most  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Bar  in  1828. 

The  additions  to  the  collections  of  the  Society  since  its  last  meeting, 
number  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  (179),  during  the  year  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine,  (259,)  and  the  number  of  volumes  constituting  the 
Library,  bound  or  ready  for  binding,  is  (5002)  five  thousand  and  two. 
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FOR  RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Frederick  G.  Agens,  Newark. 
Albert  Baldwin,  Newark. 
Samuel  F.  Bigelow,  Newark. 
John  O.  Bolles,  Newark. 
David  D.  Buchanan,  Elisabeth. 


-     60  MEMBERS   ELECTED. 

Isaac  S.  Buckelew,  Jamesburg. 

William  H.  Blytbing,  Newark. 

Alexander  Campbell,  Newark. 

Caleb  G.  Crane,  Newark. 

George  W.  N.  Custis,  Camden. 

David  A.  Depue,  Newark. 

William  M.  Force,  Newark, 

John  Y.  Foster,  Newark. 

R  Watson  Gilder,  Newark. 

George  A.  Halsey,  Newark. 

Joseph  S.  Halsey,  Neicark. 

Caleb  W.  Harrison,  Newark. 

Albert  M.  Holbrook,  Newark. 

Roswell  W.  Holmes,  Newark. 

Charles  H.  In  galls,  Newark. 

Alexander  H.  Johnson,  Neicark. 

Charles  C.  Lathrop,  Delanco. 

John  C.  Littell,  Newark. 

William  B.  Mott,  Newark. 

Samuel  H.  Pennington,  Jr.,  Newark. 

John  M.  Pruden,  Elizabeth. 

Timothy  P.  Ranney,  Newark. 

William  A.  Righter,  Newark. 

Thos.  W.  Satterthwaite,  North  Belleville. 

Alfred  F.  Sears,  Newark. 

John  Gilmary  Shea,  Elizabeth. 

Jacob  R.  Shotwell,  Rahway. 

Morgan  L.  Smith,  Newark. 

Sergeant  F.  Stearns,  Newark. 

Samuel  H.  Terry,  Belleville. 

David  H.  Tichenor,  Newark. 

Cornelius  Van  Vorst,  Jersey  City. 

FOR  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 

Huntington  W.  Jackson.  Chicago. 


NEWAKK,  May  22, 1868. 

The  Society  met  at  their  rooms  this  day,  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  the  first  Vice  President,  HON.  RICHAKD  S.  FIELD,  presiding,  John 
Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  the  third  Vice  President  being  also  present. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since  Jan- 
uary, laying  before  the  Society,  letters  from  the  New  England  Historic, 
Genealogical  Society,  the  Essex,  (Mass.)  Institute ;  American  Numis- 
matic Society,  and  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications;  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  Mr.  H.  Phillips,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia ;  Mr. 
Stuart  T.  Terry,  of  Southhold,  Long  Island ;  Rev.  John  Hail,  D.  D.,  of 
Trenton,  transmitting  donations  to  the  library :  from  Rev.  E.  "W.  Apple- 
ton,  resigning  membership  in  consequence  of  removal  from  the  State; 
from  Mr.  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  of  Chicago,  acknowledging  his  elec- 
tion as  a  Corresponding  Member ;  from  Messrs.  S.  H.  Pennington,  Jr., 
R.  W.  Holmes,  C.  G.  Crane,  F.  G.  Agens,  Wm.  H.  Blything,  A.  Camp- 
bell, C.  W.  Harrison,  Samuel  F.  Bigelow,  T.  P.  Ranney,  Wm.  B.  Mott, 
R.  W.  Gilder,  S.  P.  Stearns,  A.  F.  Sears,  George  A.  Halsey,  Joseph  S. 
Halsey  and  A.  M.  Holbrook,  of  Newark  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  N.  Curtis,  of  Cam- 
den  ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Shotwell  of  Rahway  ;  Mr.  I.  S.  Buckelew  of  Jamesburg ; 
Mr.  D.  D.  Buchanan  of  Elizabeth  and  Messrs.  Samuel  H.  Terry  and 
Thomas  W.  Satterthwaite  of  Belleville,  acknowledging  their  election  as 
Resident  Members;  from  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian  New  York 
Historical  Society,  answering  some  enquiries  relative  to  the  De  Fleury 
Medal  found  in  Princeton  some  years  since ;  from  Mr.  Philemon  Dicker- 
son  of  Trenton,  transmitting  an  original  letter  of  much  interest  from 
Gen.  "Washington  to  Dr.  Franklin ;  from  Mr.  I.  S.  Buckelew,  enclosing 
copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  head  stones  of  John  Reid,  Col.  John 
Anderson  and  their  wives,  yet  standing  in  the  grave  yard  of  Topane- 
inus,  near  Freehold  ;  from  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel  of  Newark,  an  original  letter 
from  Major  General  Greene  to  Colv  James  Abeel,  dated  Pompton,  Jan. 
9,  1779,  and  other  communications  relating  to  the  operations  of  the 
Society. 

The  Librarian  presented  his  report  of  Books  and  Pamphlets,  several 
hundred  in  number,  received  since  the  last  meeting. 
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The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  Cash  in  the  Treasury  as  amount, 
ing  to  $581  65,  of  which  $293  23  belonged  to  the  Library  Fund ;  and 
that  the  invested  funds  irrespective  of  the  Real  Estate  and  Publications 
of  the  Society  for  sale  amounted  to  $1,120  00. 

DR.  S.  H.  PENKINGTON  submitted  the  following  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee : 

"Nothing  has  occurred  within  the  scope  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  requiring 
their  special  attention,  or  calling  for  a  report  at  this  time. 

"  The  lamented  decease  of  the  venerable  and  honored  President  of  the 
Society,  Hon.  James  Parker,  who  peacefully  closed  a  long  and  useful 
life  of  ninety-two  years,  at  Perth  Amboy,  on  the  1st  of  April  last, 
seemed  to  the  Committee  to  call  for  some  official  notice  by  an  institu- 
tion with  whose  origin  and  whole  history  his  name  had  been  so  inti- 
mately associated.  In  accordance  with  the  precedent,  established  in  the 
case  of  his  distinguished  predecessor,  the  Committee,  therefore,  made 
announcement  of  his  death  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  through  the 
public  papers,  accompanied  with  the  following  brief  account  of  his  val- 
uable services  to  the  Society  and  the  State  : 

"  Mr.  Parker  cordially  co-operated  in  the  formation  of  the  Society, 
being  among  the  first  to  sanction  its  organization,  considering  it  'an 
honorable  pride  which  would  lead  us  to  put  on  record  the  scattered  and 
neglected  evidences  of  our  history.'  He  was  made  one  of  its  Vice  Pres- 
idents and  annually  re-elected  until  the  death  of  Judge  Hornblower, 
whom  he  succeeded  as  President,  and  ever  manifested  a  deep  interest  in 
its  prosperity,  as  a  society  calculated  to  perpetuate  whatever  of  the  past 
or  present  might  redound  to  the  honor  of  the  State. 

"  But  not  only  as  a  member  of  this  Society  is  his  name  deserving  of  a 
place  in  the  memory  of  his  associates.  As  Jerseymen,  they  cannot  but 
reflect  with  satisfaction  upon  the  fact  that  his  career  throughout  its 
whole  course,  has  been  singularly  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
State  he  so  highly  prized,  having  been  born  in  1776,  shortly  before  the 
adoption  of  the  first  Constitution,  and  been  intimately  connected,  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  with  its  affairs  :  his  sterling  qualities  and  great 
abilities  having  been  always  devoted  to  fostering  and  advancing  its  best 
interests. 

"  As  a  member  of  the  Legislature — as  a  representative  of  the  State  m 
Congress — as  an  able  and  efficient  co-operator  in  many  public  institu- 
tions and  public  enterprises,  he  always  exhibited  the  highest  fidelity  to 
the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  uniting  with  great  personal  integrity,  and  a 
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thorough  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  citizen,  and  perform- 
ing all  his  duties  as  such  with  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  the  State 
and  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men.  Such  men  are  rare  and  such  examples 
merit  our  earnest  consideration." 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1st.  That  the  foregoing  report  be  entered  on  the  minutes  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  members  of  this  Society  of  their  high  estimate  of  the 
public  character  and  services  of  their  late  venerated  President,  Hon. 
James  Parker,  deceased  ;  and  that,  in  connection  therewith,  they  wouW. 
record  their  sense  of  his  exalted  personal  worth,  the  affectionate  esteem 
they  have  always  entertained  for  him  as  a  gentleman  and  a  friend,  and 
the  reverential  regard  with  which  they  desire  ever  to  cherish  the  mem- 
ory of  his  private  virtues  and  his  public  example. 

2d.  That  his  honor,  Judge  Field,  be  respectfully  requested  to  prepare 
a  memoir  of  our  lately  deceased  President,  to  be  read  at  a  future  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  published  with  its  proceedings  and  preserved  in  its 
archives. 

On  motion  of  Col.  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  WM.  B. 
KINNEY,  the  Report  was  accepted  and  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD,  from  the  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  presented 
the  following  report : 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Library  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Libra- 
rian for  a  statement  of  the  additions  made  to  the  Library  since  the  last 
meeting,  would  state  that  through  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
rooms  of  the  Society  have  been  open  to  visitors  for  several  hours  almost 
every  day  during  the  winter,  when  he,  or  the  Librarian  has  been  person- 
ally present,  the  Library  Fund  not  yet  warranting  employment  of  a  per- 
manent assistant.  The  amount  at  present  available  from  subscriptions 
to  that  fund,  chargeable  as  it  with  the  rent  of 'the  rooms,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  is  inadequate  to  meet  further  calls,  yet  the  members 
must  recognize  the  propriety  of  having  the  Library  always  in  a  condi- 
tion of  usefulness,  and  the  Committee  consequently  feel  justified  in  urg- 
ing, again,  greater  liberality  towards  the  fund.  It  is  not  just  that  a  few 
members  should  bear  the  expense  of  what  is  for  the  good  of  all — nor  is 
it  creditable  that  the  historical  and  literary  treasures  which  have  been 
secured  with  the  view  to  the  more  perfect  illustration  of  our  history 
should  be  kept  in  an  inaccessible  depository.  The  subscriptions  at  pres- 
ent expire  as  follows  :  $50  in  1869,$335  in  1870,  and  $175  in  1873; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  further  subscriptions  for  five  years  should  be  at 
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once  secured,  in  order  that  the  Committee  may  be  enabled  to  prosecute 
their  plans  for  increasing  the  facilities  for  research.  Among  other  pur- 
poses in  view  is  the  binding  of  the  large  and  interesting  collection  of 
newspapers,  the  accumulation  of  several  years ;  and  preliminary  steps 
have  already  been  taken  towards  the  arrangement  of  the  New  Jersey 
papers,  which  during  the  late  war  were  preserved  as  being  the  only  de- 
positories of  innumerable  local  items,  that  in  years  to  come  will  possess 
peculiar  interest.  The  whole  collection  will  be  bound  up  as  rapidly  as 

the  condition  of  the  fund  will  allow. 

• 

It  was  announced  to  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting  that  Mr.  John 
Rutherfurd,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  had  deposited  in  the  Library  a 
number  of  volumes  containing  in  manuscript  the  Journals  of  the  British 
House  ot  Commons,  during  the  last  three  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles 
I,  and  the  first  year  of  the  Commonwealth  ;  and  it  has  been  deemed  ad- 
visable by  the  Committee  to  submit  a  more  particular  statement  respect- 
ing these  interesting  volumes,  with  a  brief  notice  of  their  probable 
history. 

In  the  New  York  Gazette  of  February  24th,  1752,  may  be  seen  an  ad- 
vertisement by  one  SIDNEY  BREESB,  to  this  effect : 

"  Lately  imported  from  London,  72  volumes  in  folio,  all  manuscript, 
"  neatly  bound,  gilt  and  lettered,  being  the  Minutes  of  the  House  of 
"  Commons  for  about  40  years,  from  which  many  Presidents  may  be 
"  quoted,  very  useful  to  this  or  any  other  Province  •  they  were  part  of 
"  the  Duke  of  Chandois'  Library." 

Of  these  seventy-two  volumes,  twelve  are  in  our  Library,  sixteen  are  in 
the  possession  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  nine  are  in  the 
library  of  the  Quebec  Literary  and  Historical  Society.  Of  the  other 
thirty-five  volumes  nothing  is  known.  Those  in  Quebec  were  received 
at  different  times  from  William  Smith,  a  Son  of  the  Provincial  historian 
of  New  York,  and  at  one  time  its  Chief  Justice ;  those  in  New  York 
were  derived  principally  from  Govenor  William  Livingston,  and  those 
we  have  are  from  the  Library  of  James  Alexander. 

Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  the  Librarian  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
in  a  letter  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  ventures  to  suggest  that  the 
whole  set  was  secured  by  James  Alexander,  at  or  about  the  time  of  its  im- 
portation, and  that  through  him.  the  other  two  gentlemen  named  above 
may  have  become  possessed  of  portions  of  it,  as  the  three  were  intimately 
associated— constituting,  as  they  are  justly  styled  by  Mr.  Moore,  an 
''illustrious  triumvirate."  There  is  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
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times  rendering  this  conjecture  improbable,  but  it  would  seem  more 
likely,  if  all  the  volumes  were  originally  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
three,  that  it  should  have  been  Livingston,  for  in  1752  he  was  Editor  of 
"  The  Independent  Reflector,"  in  New  York,  and  may  have  thought  that 
the  Minutes  would  be  of  service  to  him  in  his  editorial  labors. 

But  there  is  room  for  another  supposition  which  the  Committee 
think  worthy  of  consideration,  namely,  that  the  set  was  not  sold  intact, 
but  disposed  of  in  such  lots  as  parties  chose  to  purchase,  each  purchaser 
taking  his  volumes  in  succession,  and  that  a  larger  number  of  gentle- 
men may  have  been  interested. than  the  three  who  have  been  named.  * 

This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  what  is  said  in  a  critical  notice  of 
the  volumes  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  Society,  by  James  Bow- 
doin,  written  in  1829,  and  published  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  Collections,  Vol.  II,  3d  Series.  Mr.  Bowdoin  says  that  Mr.  Pint- 
ard,  who  in  1810  was  Librarian  or  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Society, 
received  a  part  of  them  from  the  Hon.  Elias  Boudinot  of  New  Jersey, 
and  a  part  from  Governor  John  Jay,  who  received  them  from  Governor 
Livingston ;  that  subsequently  Mr.  Pintard  purchased  some  at  auction 
and  others  were  obtained  through  another  source.  The  fact,  too, 
that  there  are  missing  volumes  in  each  of  the  discovered  portions  of  the 
set  is  also  confirmatory  of  the  correctness  of  this  supposition.  Ex- 
cepting these  breaks  each  extends  over  a  connected  period  of  time ; 
thus  the  nine  volumes  in  the  possession  of  the  Quebec  Society  allude 
to  dates  between  August  Gth,  1G42,  and  Debember  9th,  1646  ;  those  in 
our  possession  are  of  dates  as  follows  : 

I.  April  13,  1647  to  May  27,  1647. 
II.  May  28,  1647  to  July,  1647. 

(July  to  November  wanting.) 
HI.  November  13,  1647  to  December  27,  1647. 

(Dec.  28,  1647,  to  Jan.  31,  1648,  wanting.) 
IV.  February  1,  1648  to  March  21,  1648. 
V.  March  25,  1648,  to  May  18,  1648. 
VI.  May  19,  1648,  to  July  1,  1648. 
VII.  July  3,  1648,  to  August  16,  1648. 
VIII.  August  17,  1648,  to  September  23,  1648. 
IX.  September  25,  1648,  to  November  22,  1648. 

X.  November  23,  1648,  to  February  8,  1648-9. 

(February  9,  to  May  23  wanting.) 

XI.  May  24,  1649,  to  July  14,  1649. 

(July  15,  to  October  8,  1649,  wanting.) 
XH.  October  9,  1649,  to  January  19,  1649-50. 
3 
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and  those  in  New  York  cover  the  period  from  March  25.  1650,  to  July 
30,  1661,  and  an  odd  volume  extends  from  February  15,  1677,  to  Jan- 
uary 15,  1677-8.  It  ha«  not  been  thought  necessary  to  extend  the  exam- 
ination so  far  as  to  discover  what  portion,  or  how  many,  of  the  breaks 
in  our  series  may  be  due  to  adjournments  or  prorogations. 

Prior  to  the  discovery  by  Mr.  Moore  of  the  advertisement  in  the  New 
York  Gazette,  there  were  many  conjectures  current  as  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  arrival  of  these  volumes  in  America.  Some  were  dis- 
poser! to  regard  them  as  having  travelled  hither  with  the  Regicides  who 
sought  a  refuge  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  although  not  such  volumes 
as  would  now  be  classed  with  the  liirht  literature  selected  ordinarily  to 
relieve  the  ennui  of  a  sea  voyage,  and  those  in  Quebec  actually  bear  on 
thetn  an  inscription,  written,  it  is  said,  by  Chief  Justi(  e  bmith,  to  the 
effect  that  they  belonged  "  to  the  Regicide  Goffe,  who  fled  to  America 
on  the  Restoration."  Another  conjecture  hazarded  was,  that  all  the  vol- 
umes were  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Cornhury's  widow,  who,  needing 
money,  sold  them  to  the  lawyers  of  New  York.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  tliere  is  nothing  to  warrant  either  of  these  conjectures. 
The  importation  at  the  time  stated,  1752,  was  p  ohably  a  speculation  on 
the  part  of  "  Mr.  Sydney  Breese,"  who  finding  his  elephant  hard  to  dis- 
pose of  as  a  whole,  was  glad  to  deposit  fragments  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
any  purchaser. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  their  authenticity.  They  are  veritable 
contemporaneous  copies  of  the.  Commons  Journals.  Of  this  the  water 
marks  in  the  paper  afford  abundant  evidence.  Mr.  Bowdoin,in  his  elab- 
orate paper,  gives  an  account  of  the  marks  found  in  the  original  min- 
utes which  are  preserved  in  England,  corresponding  with  the  marks 
found  in  these  volumes.  The  marks  themselves  are  <>f  interest,  as  they 
record  the  change  from  the  royal  arms  to  the  fool's  cap  and  bells,  which 
gave  to  "  fool's  cap  "  paper  so  called,  its  name  ;  for  it  is  said  that  this 
designation  originated  in  the  suppression  by  Parliament,  under  Crom- 
well, of  the  royal  arms  used  as  marks  by  those  enjoying  the  monopoly  of 
paper  making,  and  the  substitution,  by  order,  of  a  head  decorated  with 
bells.  These,  however,  gave  place  to  the  arms  again  on  the  restoration 
of  royalty,  and  even  before  that  event  were  superseded  by  other 
marks. 

As  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  all  been  printed, 
these  volumes  have  not  the  value  they  would  otherwise  possess.  Still, 
in  the  absence  of  a  printed  copy,  they  offer  to  the  student  of  a  most 
eventful  period  of  English  history  interesting  glimpses  of  what  trans- 
pired "  behind  the  scenes,"  as  it  were,  asx!  an  opportunity  of  tracing 
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particular  events  back  to  their  Respective  starting  points  in  the  resolves 
of  Parliament.  That  portion  of  the  set  which  we  have  possesses  parti- 
cular interest,  covering  as  it  does  the  period  made  so  prominent  by  the 
trial  and  execution  of  Charles  I,  furnishing  in  the  details  of  business 
before  the  Commons  many  items,  curious  and  important,  not  alluded  to 
in  current  histories  of  the  time. 

As  may  be  seen  by  the  members,  these  volumes,  considering  their 
great  age,  are  in  fair  condition,  and  sufficient  of  the  gilt  ornamentation 
remains  to  render  it  probable,  as  stated  in  the  advertisement  of  1752, 
that  they  originally  belonged  to  an  Earl's  library,  an  earl's  coronet  and 
a  crest  (an  eagle  with  wings  extended,)  being  discernible  on  the  back  of 
each." 

MR.  HAYES  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  reported  favorably 
upon  a  number  of  names  referred  to  them  of  candidates  for  Resident 
Membership,  who  were  duly  elected  by  ballot,  and  several  new  nomina- 
tions were  received  and  referred. 

COL.  SWORDS  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Society  should  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  President,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  James  Parker,  but  after  som  e  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Whitehead,  Hayes,  Swords,  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel  and  the  Chairman  participat- 
ed, it  was  withdrawn — it  being  considered  advisable  to  postpone  filling 
the  vacancy  until  the  annual  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  P.  JACKSON,  the  Society  then  took  a  recess,  to 
allow  the  members  and  strangers  present  to  examine  the  collections  of 
the  Society,  and  to  partake  of  the  collation  prepared  in  one  of  the 
rooms. 

On  re-assem'>ling  at  half-past  2  P.  M.,  MR.  WHITEHEAD  called  up  the 
amendment  to  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  at  the  last  meeting,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows : 

IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  first,  second  and 
third  Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  Librarian;  and  there  shall  bean  Executive  Committee 
consisting  of  the  officers  ex-officio,  and  nine  members  to  be  annually 
elected. 

COL.  SWORDS  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  a  meeting  in  Septem- 
ber, which  after  some  modification  was  adopted"  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  take  into  consider- 
ation tlie  propriety  of  holding  a  meeting  of  the  Society  in  September,  and  that 
should  they  think  it  advisable  they  be  authorized  to  appoint  the  place  and  day 
therefor. 
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Col.  Swords  also  presented  in  behalf  of  MR.  PHINEAS  JONES  of  New- 
ark, a  singular  natural  bottle,  formed  of  conglomerate  rock,  which  had 
been  found  by  a  soldier  during  the  war  at  Georgetown,  D.  C.,  and  from 
Dr.  WAI.  A.  CONOVER,  a  lithographic  copy  of  the  Virginia  Ordinance  of 
Secession  with  the  signatures  infac  simile,  and  a  copy  of  the  "  Richmond 
Sentinel,"  issued  April  3d,  1 862 ;  and  from  MRS.  SWORDS  a  large  number 
of  the  General  orders  of  General  Washington,  while  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Expedition  for  the  suppression  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrec- 
tion in  Pennsylvania  in  1794. 

Professor  JAMES  C.  MOFFAT,  D.  D.,  of  Princeton,  then  read  to  the 
Society  a  highly  interesting  and  suggestive  paper  "  On  the  planting  of 
the  Churches  in  America,"  that  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention, 
and  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  cordially  returned. 

The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  MAY  21,  1868. 


FROM  GEO.  H.  MOORE,  ESQ.,  OF  N.  Y.  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

LIBRARY,  NEW  YORK,  Jan.  21,  1868. 
WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ., 

MY  DEAR  SIR  ;—*****  As  to  the  Fleury  Medal,*  it 
is  certainly  not  in  this  collection,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  its  ever  hav- 
ing been  exhibited  here,  by  anybody.  I  know  Dr.  Torrey  very  well,  and 
shall  at  once  make  inquiry  respecting  it.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have 
it,  of  course. 

I  hare  received  your  last  number  of  Proceedings,  and  am  bound  in  all 
candor  to  say  that  I  think  you  were  a  little  "  out  of  the  record''  in  your 
assignment  of  error — for  your  letter  admits  all  I  said  to  be  true  t-  If  you 
will  re-examine  my  communication  to  the  Historical  Magazine,  you  will 
find  that  I  stated  certain  facts  about  which  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

They  "  show  conclusively"  that  Philip  Carteret,  about  1667  and  1682, 
and  Philip  Carteret's  widow  in  1684  did  understand  the  lands  referred 
to  on  Staten  Island  to  be  within  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  New 
York— to  whose  authorities  they  looked  for  title  then. 

I  expressed  no  opinion  concerning  the  respective  rights,  legal,  equita- 
ble or  moral,  absolute  or  relative  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  either 
to  the  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  Staten  Island.  I  am  no  believer  in  opin- 
ions. Facts  are  the  materials  of  history.  Opinions  are  at  best  nothing 
but  evidence  of  individual  judgment,  or  want  of  it,  concerning  histori- 
cal questions. 

Very  truly  yours, 

GEO.  H.  MOORE. 

P.  S. — Jan.  29,  1868.  I  have  retained  this  letter  until  I  should  hear 
from  Dr.  Torrey,  to  whom  I  wrote  the  same  day.  His  reply  has  come  to 
hand  to-day,  and  I  enclose  a  copy,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  satis- 
factory. You  are  doubtless  aware  that  there  are  other  copies  extant  of 
the  Fleury  Medal.  G.  H.  M. 


*  See  pages  49  and  61.  The  medal  found  at  Princeton,  N.  Ji,  was  thought  to 
have  been  deposited  by  Dr.  Torrey  in  the  collection  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society. 

t  See  pages  23  and  34. 


70  SELECTIONS   FROM   CORRESPONDENCE. 

PROF.  JOHN  TORREY  TO  GEO.  H.  MOORE. 

NEW  YORK,  Jan.  21st,  1868. 

MY  DEAR  SIR  :  —  On  my  return  from  Washington  this  evening,  I  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  to-day,  making  inquiry  respecting  a  silver  medal 
found  some  years  ago  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  It  was  discovered  in  a  gar- 
den in  that  town,  by  a  boy,  who  supposed  it  to  be  a  counterfeit  dollar, 
and  took  it  to  the  Princeton  Bank,  having  seen  there,  on  the  counter, 
some  curious  coins,  and  expecting  to  get  some  trifle  for  his  prize.  Mr. 
H.  Smith,  who  was  at  the  time  cashier  of  the  bank,  saw  that  it  was  sil- 
ver, but  did  not  kno:v  its  interesting  history  until  Col.  Wm.  Alexander 
examined  it.  He  gave  the  boy  a  silver  dollar  for  the  piece,  and  kept  it 
for  a  year  or  more,  showing  it  to  persons  who  dropped  in  on  business. 
Afterwards  he  made  a  present  of  it  to  me,  and  I  gave  it  to  my  friend, 
Mr.  Robert  L.  Stuart,  who  has  it  now  in  his  valuable  cabinet. 

I  showed  it  to  the  Cincinnati  Society,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  is  the  original  medal  struck  by  order  of  Congress  for  Col.  de 
Fleury. 

It  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  by  the  person  who  had  it  in  charge  at 
the  time  that  Congress  met  for  a  short  time  in  Princeton.  I  never,  until 
I  received  your  letter,  heard  that  it  was  to  be  shown  to  the  Historical 
Society.  It  was  voluntarily  offered  to  me  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  pur- 
chased it  of  the  boy.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  whole  story  respecting  the 
Fleury  Medal.  It  never  reached  its  destination,  and,  at  this  late  day,  I 
suppose  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  proper  heir  among  the  descend- 
ants of  the  gallant  Colonel.  ***** 

I  remain  yours,  truly, 

JOHN  TORREY. 
GEO.  H.  MOORE,  ESQ. 

You  are  aware,  perhaps,  that  a  notice  of  this  medal,  and  a  wood  cut 
of  it,  are  given  in  one  of  Lossing's  volumes,  prepared  while  the  piece 
was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith. 

***  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  medal  : 

A  figure  of  Victory,  standing  on  a  rampart,  with  a  drawn  sword  in 
one  hand,  and  a  flag-staff  in  the  other,  with  the  colors  under  one  foot, 
bearing  the  following  legend  and  inscription  ; 

VlRTUTIS  ET   AUDACIAE   MONUM  ET   PRAEMIUM. 


D.  DE  FLETJRV. 

PRIMO  SUPER  MUROS. 

RESP.  AMERIC.  D.  D. 
On  the  reverse  is  a  picture  of  Stony  Point,  with  ships  in  front,  with 
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the  following  legend  and  inscription  : 

AGGEEES  PALUDES  HOSTES  VICTI. 

STONY  PT   EXPUGN. 
XV.  JUL.  MDCCLXXIX. 


INSCRIPTIONS 
ON  TOMB  STONES  IN  "  TOP.LNEMUS"  GRAVE  YARD, 

(Near  Freeboicl,  N.  J.) 
Received  from  J.  S.  Buckelew,  Esq. 


"  Here  lies  the  body  of  lohn 

Reid  who  Cfime  from 
Scotland  his  native  Country 
with  his  Wife  Margaret,  and 
three  daughters  to  New  Jersey, 
the  19th  of  Dec.  Anno  Dom.  1683. 
He   died  16th  of  Nov.   Anno  Dom. 
1723.     Aged  67  Years." 


Under 

Here  lyes  the  body  of 

Coll.  John  Anderson, 

Once    President    of   his    Majesty's 

Council  for  the  Province  of 

New  Jersey.      Who   departed  this 

life  March  28th,  Anno  Do.  1736. 

Aged  71   years. 
His  Country's  true  friend 

obliging  to  neighbors, 
Gave  no  man  offence 

paid  each  for  their  labors, 
Was  easie  at  home,  or 

abroad  dare  appear, 
Gave  each  man  his  dues 

and  no  man  did  fear, 
The  same  in  all  stations 
From  flatterv  far. 


Here  lies  inter'd  dy  body 
of  Margaret,  the  wife 

of  lohn  Reid 
Who  died  the  first  of 
May,  Anno  Do.  1728. 

Aged  84  years. 

She  was  pious,  prudent 

and  charitable. 


Here  lies  inter'd  dy  body 

of  Anna,  the  wife  of 
Coll.  John  Anderson,  and 
daughter  of  lohn  Reid, 
who  departed  this  life 
the  6th  of  July 
Anno  Dom.  1723. 
Aged  43  years. 


LETTER  FEOM  QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL  NATHANIEL 
GREENE,  TO  COL.  JAMES  ABEEL. 

RECEIVED  FROM  REV.   GUSTAVCS  ABEEL,  D.  D. 

POMPTON,  June  4tb,  1779,  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

DEAR  SIR  :— It  is  just  as  I  apprehended,  the  Troops  here  are  entirely 
without  provisions  and  are  to  march  early  in  the  morning. 
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I  am.  to  request  therefore  that  you  exert  your  \vhole  influence  to  for 
ward  us  as  large  a  supply  as  possible.  Call  upon  the  Magistrates  to 
exert  themselves  on  this  ocasion.  There  never  has  been  an  object  of 
equal  importance  contested  since  the  beginning  of  the  War  as  the  Gar- 
rison at  West  Point.  On  that  alone  depends  the  communication  be- 
tween the  Eastern  &  Western  States.  It  will  be  impossible  for  us  to 
give  succouer  to  that  place  without  provisions.  I  hope  therefore  when 
the  Magistrates  consider  how  important  the  object  is  and  on  whom  the 
blame  will  fall  that  no  stone  will  be  left  unturned  to  give  us  the  neces- 
sary supplies  of  provision.  Moms  County  stands  high  in  the  list  of 
fame  I  hope  their  reputation  will  not  suffer  for  want  of  due  exertion 
upon  this  occasion.  As  the  army  is  marching  constantly  from  the  Mag- 
azines there  will  be  a  dayly  increase  of  provisions  necessary.  Great 
events  depend  often  on  little  circumstances  dont  let  industry  be  wanting 
on  this  occasion.  I  am  sir 

Your  humble  ser't 

NATH.  GREENE,  Q.  M.  G. 
The  army  marches  by  Ring  Wood. 
ADDRESS. 

"  On  public  service," 

"  COL.  JAMES  ABALE,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  Morristown." 
"Express." 

FROM  PHIL.  DICKINSON,  ESQ. 

TRENTON,  May  12th,  1868. 
WAI.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esq., 

DEAR  SIR  :— I  transmit  herewith  an  original  letter  from  Gen.  Wash- 
ington to  Dr.  Franklin,  which,  I  think,  you  will  find  interesting.  It  was 
obtained  recently  from  a  near  relative  of  mine,  residing  outside  of  Phil- 
adelphia, whose  father  was  much  in  the  family  of  Dr.  Franklin  while 
the  latter  was  in  Paris. 

Gen.  Washington  seems  to  have  wielded  the  pen  with  the  same  skill 
as  the  sword.  The  letter  appears  to  me  a  perfect  model  in  language 
expression,  and  flow  of  ideas  suited  to  the  subject. 

I  am  desirous  of  presenting  it  to  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jer- 
sey, for  preservation  among  its  archives. 

I  am,  Very  truly  yours, 

PHIL.  DICKINSON. 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  received  from  Mr. 
Mr.  Dickinson. 

BERGEN  COUNTY,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  Oct.  9th, 
1780. 

DEAB  SIR  : — I  was  very  niuch  obliged  by  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  me  by  our  amiable  young  friend  the  Marquis  De  La- 
Fayette,  whose  exertions  to  serve  this  Country  in  his  own  are  additional 
proofs  of  his  zealous  attachment  to  our  cause,  and  has  endeared  him  to 
us  still  more. 

He  came  out  flushed  with  expectations  of  a  decisive  campaign  and 
fired  with  hopes  of  acquiring  fresh  laurels,  but  in  both  he  has  been  dis- 
appointed ;  for  we  have  been  condemned  to  an  inactivity  as  inconsistent 
with  the  situation  of  affairs  as  with  the  ardor  of  his  temper. 

I  am  sensible  of  all  I  owe  you  my  Dear  Sir  for  your  sentiments  of  me, 
and  while  I  am  happy  in  your  esteem,  I  cannot  but  wish  for  occasions  of 
giving  you  marks  of  mine. 

The  idea  of  making  a  tour  together,  which  you  suggest  after  the  war, 
would  be  one  of  the  strongest  motives  I  could  have  to  postpone  my  plan 
of  retirement  and  make  a  visit  to  Europe,  if  my  domestic  habits  which 
seem  to  acquire  strength  from  restraint  did  not  tell  me,  I  shall  find  it 
impossible  to  resist  them  longer  than  my  duty  to  the  public  calls  for  the 
sacrifice  of  my  inclinations. 

I  doubt  not  you  are  so  fully  informed  by  Congress  of  our  political  and 
military  state  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  trouble  you  with  anything 

relative  to  either If  I  were  to  speak  on  topics  of  the  kind  it  would 

be  to  show  that  our  present  situation  makes  one  of  two  things  essential 
to  us — a  Peace — or  the  most  vigorous  aid  of  our  allies  particularly  in 

the  article  of  money. Of  their  disposition  to  serve  us  we  cannot  doubt ; 

their  generosity  will  do  anything  their  means  will  permit. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  preservation  of  your  useful  life  and  for 
every  happiness  that  can  attend  you  which  a  sincere  attachment  can 
dictate, 

I  am — My  Dear  Sir — 

Yr.  Most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv. 

G°.  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excell'y 

Doc.  B.  FRANKLIN. 


ANNOUNCED   MAY   21,   1868. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — The  influence  of  History  on  Indi- 
vidual and  National  Action.  Annual  Address  before  the  Society, 
Jan.  30,  1868.  By  Paul  A.  Chadbourne,  M.  D.  Proceedings  of  the 
meeting  Dec.  21, 1867. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society— Annal&  of  Iowa,  Jan.  and  April,  1868. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society  at 
the  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  21,  1867. 

From  the  Eesex  Institute— Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Vol.  8, 
No.  4,  Dec.  1866. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society— Addresses  of  Hon.  N. 
P.  Wilder,  President  of  the  Society,  and  Proceedings  of  Meetings  Jan. 
1  and  16,  1868,  also  the  Hist,  and  Gen.  Register  for  April,  1868. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Beportread  Jan.  20,  1868. 

From  tlie  Chicago  Historical  Society — 13th  Annual  Report  of  Chicago 
Board  of  Education. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior — Documents  Second  Session  39th 
Congress,  32  vols. 

From  the  Department  of  State — Diplomatic  Correspondence,  3  vols.  Stat- 
utes at  Large.  1st  session  40th  Congress,  1867. 

From  Oov.  M.  L.  Ward — New  Jersey  in  the  Rebellion.  Ry  John  Y. 
Foster. 

From  U.  S.  Department  of  Education — American  Ethnology.  A  Paper 
on  a  General  Society  for  the  Study  of  American  Antiquities. 

From  lion.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  Coast  Survey,  1865.  Report 
of  Department  of  Agriculture,  1866,  and  Congressional  Globe,  3  vols. 

From  the  Authors—  Discours  de  L.  Hon.  Louis  Joseph  Papineau  a  I1 
occasion  du  23  erne  Anniversare  de  la  Fondation  de  L'Institut  Cana- 
dian, le  17,  Dec.  1867. 

The  Financial  Economy  of  the  United  States  illustrated,  and  some  of 
the  Causes  which  retard  the  Progress  of  California  Demonstrated, 
witli  a  Relevant  Appendix.  By  John  Alexander  Ferris,  A.  M.  1867. 

"The  State  of  the  Union." — A  Sermon  delivered  at  Stewartville,  New 
Jersey,  May  19,th,  1861,  by  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Bush. 


DONATIONS.  75 

Baccalaureate  Address — Class  of  1867  and  Inaugural  Address,  at  the 
14th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  Indiana, 
Dec.  25th,  1867 ;  and  the  Early  History  of  Presbyterianism  in  Morris 
County,  K  J.  By  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  President  Wabash 
College. 

Historical  Address,  to  the  Graduating  Class  of  1868,  in  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Nashville.  Ry  W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D. 

From  TTios.  P.  Mervin — Shells  imbedded  in  stone,  found  in  Broome  Co., 
N.  Y..  700  feet  above  the  Susquehanna  River. 

From  J.  Carson  Brevoort—  Report  of  a  French  Protestant  Refugee,  in 
Boston,  1687.  Translated  from  the  French  by  E.  T.  Fisher.  Edition 
125  copies.  No.  77. 

From  Albert  H.  Hoyt — Notices  of  Benjamin  Thomas  Hoyt,  A.  M.,  Prof, 
of  Belles-lettres  and  History  in  Indiana  Asbury  University,  obit  May 
24,  1867. 

Abstract  of  an  Address  by  Edward  Crane,  Esq.,  on  the  subject  of  Trans- 
portation, at  the  Green  Room,  State  House,  Boston,  Feb.  13th,  14th 
and  18th,  1868. 

From  Abel  S.  Hetfield — An  Historical  Journal  of  the  Campaigns  in  North 
America,  for  the  years  1757,  1758,  1759,  and  1769.  By  Capt.  John 

Knox.     London,  17t>9.     2  vols.,  4to. 
From  Geo.  B.  Halsted  Esq. — Eumenes ;  being  a  Collection  of  Papers  on 

the  Errors  and  Omissions  of  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  as  estab- 
lished July  2,  1776.     Printed  at  Trenton,  1799. 
A  History  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  Gen.  George  Washington.     By  Rev. 

M.  L.  Weems.     3d  edition. 
Address  by  John  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  Sept.  27,  1836,  before  the  Whig  and 

Cliosophic  Societies  of  the  College  of  N.  J. 
The  Nassau  Rake,  edited  and  published  by  the  Sophomore  Class  of  the 

College  of  N.  J. 

Catalogue  of  the  Cliosophic  Society.     1765-1857. 
Memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  McDowell,  D.  D.     By  Rev.  M.  C.  Sutphen, 

with  Addresses  delivered  at  the  Funeral,  Feb.  18,  1863. 
An  Eulogy  on  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Woodward,  of  Dartmouth  University, 

By  Cyrus  Perkins,  M.  D.     1868. 
Celebration  of  the  Forty-Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Settlement  of 

Cincinnati  and  the  Miami  Country,  on  26th  Dec.,  1833,  by  Natives  of 

Ohio. 
Ohio  Boys  in  Dixie :  the  Adventures  of  Twenty-Two  Scouts  sent  by 

Gen.  O.  M.  Mitchell,  to  destroy  a  Rail  Road. 
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An  Oration  delivered  at  Orange,  N.  J.,  July  4,  1865.     Ry  Pjrof.  Henry 

W.  Adams,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 
Address  before  the  Essex  County  Agricultural  Society,  at  tlieir  Annual 

Fair,  in  Orange,  Oct.  1824.     By  Caleb  S.  Riggs,  Esq. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the 
Route  of  a  Canal  to  unite  the  Delaware,  near  Easton,  with  the  Passaic, 
near  Newark,  with  accompanying  Documents.     1823. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey  to 
settle  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  &c.,  in  dispute  with  the  State  of 
New  York.     1828. 

Papers  relative  to  the  questions  pending  with  the  Uuited  States  of 
America,  on  the  subject  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  laid  before  the  Leg- 
islature of  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  government  or  department  in  charge 
of  Foreign  Relations.  1832. 

Common  Sense  Address,  to  the  Citizens  of  the  Southern  States,  on  the 
subject  and  in  favor  of  the  protective  system.  By  a  Citizen  of  Phila- 
phia.  1829. 

De  Witt  Clinton's  Discourse,  Dec.  6th,  1811,  before  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  at  their  Anniversary  Meeting. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Case  and  Trial  of  John  Peter  Zenger,  printer  of  the 
New  York  Weekly  Journal,  prosecuted  by  Information,  Dated  Jan. 
28,  Anno  Domini,  1734-5.  A  manuscript  copy  by  James  Ewing,  A. 
D.  1768. 

Solemn  reasons  for  declining  to  Adopt  the  Baptist  Theory  and  Practice* 

By  Noah  Worcester,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Thorntown.    1809. 

New  York,  its  Streets,  Roads,  Public  Buildings,  &c.,  in  1807.     By  John 

Low. 

From  William  Duane — Biographical  Memoir  of  William  J.  Duane. 
From  J.  S.  Buclcelew — Address  on  the  Life,  Character,  and  Services  of 
Commodore  Stockton.     By  Hon.  Joel  Parker.     From  Stuart  T.  Terry. 
Speeches  and  Proceedings  at  a  Family  Meeting  of  the  Descendants  of 
John  Tuthill,  one  of  the  Original  Settlers  of  the  Town  of  Southold. 
N.  Y.,  held  at  New  Suffolk,  L.  I.,  Aug.  28, 1867. 
From  Wm.  Whitehead,  of  Philadelphia — An  old  Welsh  Bible ;  quarto. 
From    W.  A.    Whitehead — The  New  York  Whig,  newspaper,  bound, 

1832,  '32,  '33 ;  and  Newark  Monitor. 

From  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D. — The  Trenton  Emporium,  from  June  2,  1821, 
to  May  26,  1827  ;  and  Emporium  and  True  American,  from  June  5, 
1832,  to  Dec.  28,  1833 ;  and  from  April  21,  1837,  to  May  22,  1840,  6 
vols.  newspapers,  bound. 
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From  Joseph  A.  Eno — "  A  Confessioa  of  Faith"  owned  and  Consented  to, 
at  Say  Brook,  Sept.  9,  1708,  New  London,  Printed  1760. 

From  Charles  If.  Hart  —History  and  evidence  of  the  Passage  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  from  Harrisburg  to  Washington.  Feb.  22,  and  23,  1861. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.  —A  Historical  Discourse  delivered  Dec. 
22,  1867,  by  H.  A.  Edson,  Pastor  2d  Presbyterian  Church,  Indianapo- 
lis, Ind. 

From  Col.  R.  8.  Swords — The  Northern  Monthly.     3  months. 

From  D.  A.  Hayes,  Esq. — Irish  State  Trials ;  or  the  Queen  vs.  Daniel 
O'Connell  and  others.  1844. 

The  Lives  and  Opinions  of  Benj.  Franklin  Butler,  and  Jesse  Hoyt,  with 

Anecdotes  or  Biographical  Sketches  of  their  Friends  and  Political 

Associates.     1845. 

Report  of  the  Forrest  Divorce  Case.     1851. 
A  Biography  of  Fernando  "Wood — his  Forgeries,  &c. 
Arguments  in  the  Case  of  Adams  &  Co.,  by  H.  M.  Naglee,  Receiver,  vs. 

Alfred  Cohen.     1856. 
Trial  of  the  Conspirators  for  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

1865. 
The  Controversey  between  Senator  Brooks  and  John,  Archbishop  of  New 

York,  on  the  Property  Bill. 
The  Decline  of  Popery  and  its  Causes — by  Rev.  M.  Murray,  D.  D.     An 

Address,  Jan.  15,  1851. 
The  Prompter,  or  a  Commentary  on  Common  Sayings  and  Subjects — 

Common  Sense  the  Best  Sense.     1796. 
Narrative  of  the  Conflagration  of  the  Theatre  in  Richmond,  Dec.  26, 

21,1811.    Philadelphia.     1812. 

A  Particular  Account  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker,  or  Breed's  Hill,  17th  of 
June,  1775.  By  a  Citizen  of  Boston .  1825. 

The  Correspondence  of  John  Adams,  Esq.,  concerning  the  British  Doc- 
trine of  Impressment,  &c.  1800. 

"  Pieces"  published  in  1823,  on  the  Presidency,  from  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer. By  "  Roanoke"  and  "  Thomson." 

Speech  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  R.  I.,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  April 
21,  1828,  on  the  Tariff. 

"  William  Penn"  on  the  Present  Crisis  in  the  Condition  of  the  American 

Indians.    1829. 
The  Letters  of  "Algernon  Sidney"  in  Defence  of  Civil  Liberty  and 
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against  the  Encroachment  of  Military  Despotism,  written  by  an  Em- 
inent Citizen  of  Virginia  in  1818,  '19. 

An  Examination  of  the  Question  between  the  American  and  British 
Governments  concerning  the  Right  of  Search.  By  an  American. 
Paris.  1812. 

Henry  Clay's  Speech,  May  16,  1829,  near  Lexington. 

Mr.  Hay's  Speech  in  Support  of  a  Bill  to  repeal  all  the  Laws  concerning 
Usury,  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  Session  of  1816,  '17. 

Letter  of  "  Decius,"  addressed  to  the  few  remaining  Officers  and  Soldiers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army  of  1776.  Richmond,  1818. 

Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  Jan.  Term,  1832,  in  the  Case 
of  Samuel  A.  Worcester  vs.  the  State  of  Georgia,  with  a  Statement  of 
the  Case.  Authentic.  1832. 

Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  Cases  of  Smith  vs. 
Turner  &  Norris.  Dec.  Term,  1848. 

Opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  N.  J.  on  motion  for  an  Injunction  by  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Bridges  against  the  Hoboken  Land  and  Improve- 
ment Company. 

A  Topographical  Map  of  the  Road  from  Missouri  to  Oregon — in  seven 
Sections. 

Inaugural  Addresses  at  the  Law  School  in  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  By  Professors  B.  P.  Butler,  Wm.  Kent,  and  David  Gra- 
ham, Jun'r.  1838. 

Wm.  Tracy  Gould's  Address,  March  11,  1835,  introductory  to  Lec- 
tures in  Law  School,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Address  upon  the  Character  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Williamson,  be- 
fore the  Bar  of  New  Jersey,  Sept.  3, 1844.  By  Oliver  S.  Halsted,  Esq. 

Remarks  of  the  Hon.  R.  F.  Stockton,  of  N.  J.,  on  the  Death  ot  Daniel 
Webster,  Dec.  14,  1852  ;  and  on  the  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  by  a  Retired  List  for  Disabled  Soldiers,  Jan.  5, 
1853,  in  Senate. 

Remarks  of  R.  F.  Stockton  upon  the  Presentation  of  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  N.  J.  upon  the  Compromise  Measures.  Feb.  12, 
1852,  in  Senate. 

Professor  Hitchcock's  Prize  Essay  on  Alcoholic  and  Narcotic  Substan- 
ces. 1830. 

Congressional  Globe,  1st  Session  30th  Congress,  and  2d  Session  29th. 
Unconstitutiouality  of  the  Laws  of  Congress,  prohibiting  Private 
Mails,  and  a  large  number  of  Speeches  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  U.  S.  on  various  subjects. 


NOTES    ON    THE    STATE    OF    NEW    JERSEY. 

WRITTEN   AUGUST,    1776,   BY    JOHN  RUTHERFURD, 

United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  from  1791  to  179G. 

1664.  New  Netherlands,  comprehending  New- York,  New  Jersey,  and 
Pensilvania,  was  conquered  from  the  Dutch. 

The  same  year  the  whole  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  soon 
after  granted  the  Country  lying  between  Hudson  and  Delaware  River  to 
Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  who  called  it  New  Jersey  from 
Carteret's  native  Island. 

These  Proprietors  divided  it  into  East  and  West  Jersey,  by  a  Line 
from  little  Egg  harbor  to  the  North  boundary  on  Delaware  in  Latitude 
41°  40'  the  Eastern  Division  to  Carteret,  and  the  Western  Division  to 
Berkley.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  that  it  was  conquered  by  the 
Dutch  in  1673  and  restored  the  year  after.  About  1680  Berkley  sold  his 
Share,  which  was  soon  after  divided  among  200  Proprietors,  who  have 
since  divided  25,000  Acres  of  Land  to  each  Propriety,  but  the  whole  is 
not  yet  taken  up,  as  land  can  not  be  found  of  sufficient  Value,  the  Rights 
of  Location  have  been  sold  for  16  Dollars  per  hundred. 

1682.  Sir  George  Carteret's  Executors  sold  his  share;  and  Soil  and 
Government  became  vested  in  24  Proprietors,  and  there  has  been  di- 
vided to  each  share  26,900  Acres,  besides  some  Townships  and  Patents 
in  Bergen  Essex  Middlesex  and  Monmouth  which  were  granted  before 
their  Purchase,  on  a  quit  rent  of  \  penny  ster'g  per  Acre ;  these  Rights  of 
Location  were  lately  sold  at  four  Dollars  per  Acre  ;  but  a  late  Dividend 
has  reduced  them  to  2£  Dolls,  as  much  land  is  yet  unlocated  in  Mon- 
mouth, Sussex,  Morris  and  Bergen,  tho'  the  greater  part  is  of  little  Value. 

1702.  The  Proprietors  and  Settlers  got  into  great  Disputes  and  Con- 
fusion, when  both  Divisions  surrendered  the  Right  of  Government  to  the 
Crown,  reserving  the  soil.  From  this  Time  forward  to  1735,  the  Governor 
of  New-York  also  held  this  Colony.  But  from  that  time  a  separate 
Governor  was  appointed  for  East  and  West  Jersey,  restricted  to  live  at 
Amboy  and  Burlington  where  the  Legislature  ami  Supreme  Courts  were 
necessarily,  and  alternately  held. 

The  Salary  of  the  King's  Governor  was  gradually  raised  to  3,200  Dol- 
lars, and  the  Perquisites  amounted  to  about  1000  Dollars,  all  the  other 
Charges  of  Government  was  under  2200  Dollars  ;  so  that  formerly  Paper 
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Bills  of  Credit  to  the  amount  of  £40,000,  the  dollar  at  Is.  Qd.,  lent  out 
on  mortgage  at  5  pr  ct.,  fully  answered  all  charges.  But  the  war 
that  broke  out  in  1755,  tho'  the  Colony  was  not  immediately  inter- 
ested, readily  complied  with  the  requisitions  made  by  the  British  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  to  supply  the  great  Charges,  issued  to  the  amount  of 
£300,000,  the  whole  to  be  called  in  by  Taxes  at  about  £15,000  yearly,  and 
part  of  it  was  refunded  by  Parliament ;  the  last  payment  of  these  emis 
sions  was  due  in  1783,  when  all  Taxes  would  have  ceased.  Anno 
1775,  £100,000  was  emitted  on  loan  at  5  pr  ct.,  and  tho'  no  Tender 
in  Law,  was  preferred  to  the  precious  Metals,  in  all  Payments,  and 
the  Interest  was  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  Salaries  and 
Charges  of  Government.  It  may  now  seem  incredible  that  so  well  was 
the  Opinion  of  this  Paper  Emission  supported,  that  it  was  current  at 
New  York  at  id.  on  a  Dollar  more  than  for  what  it  was  issued.  While  the 
sinking  Tax  lasted  of  £15,000  a  year,  being  unusual,  it  was  complained 
of  as  a  heavy  burden,  while  in  effect  it  was  only  a  spur  to  Industry : — 
how  different  from  this  present  year  1786,  when  the  Requisition  by  Con- 
gress amounts  to  £78,711 15,  or  209,898  Dolls.,  besides  the  support  of  gov- 
ernment, which  is  now  much  increased  from  the  great  addition  to  the 
Legislature,  their  very  long  and  frequent  Sessions,  and  Delegates  to  Con- 
gress. 

The  Council  formerly  consisted  of  twelve,  who  with  the  Governour  ap- 
pointed the  Judges,  Sherriffs,  Coroners,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace.  The 
Governour,  Judges  and  Justices  are  now  chose  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
Council  and  Assembly,  but  unfortunately  the  Sherriffs  and  Coroners  are 
chose  annually  by  the  People,  who  make  a  point  of  electing  those  who 
will  give  them  least  trouble,  no  matter  how  little  qualified  by  Integrity 
or  Fortune.  I  am  well  informed  that  in  the  County  of  Morris  for  the 
last  six  years,  the  Sherriffs  or  Coroners  have  not  settled  for  one  Action 
tho'  many  hundreds  have  been  brought,  which  reduces  Creditors  to  com- 
pound for  what  they  can  get. 

The  Governour  is  elected  annually,  but  may  continue  indefinitely. 
His  salary  is  £550,  equal  to  1,466$  Spanish  Dollars.  His  perquisites 
may  be  about  £350  by  Marriage  Licenses,  Letters  of  Administration,  &c. 
The  Chief  Justice's  salary  £350.  The  other  two  Judges  £300.  The 
Treasurer  £150.  Attorney  General  £30.  The  Delegates  to  Congress 
four  Dollars  per  Day  while  actually  present.  The  thirteen  Counties  have 
each  one  Councillor  and  three  Members  of  Assembly,  at  two  Dollars  per 
per  day,  (formerly  six  shillings.) 

The  State  of  New  Jersey,  bounded  by  Delaware  and  Hudson  Rivers, 
and  a  line  settled  by  Commissioners  1769,  from  Lattitude  41°,  or  Hud- 
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son's  River,  to  the  mouth  of  Machackamac,  on  Delaware,  contains 
4,375,970  Acres.  As  the  two  Divisions  were  formerly  granted  to  differ- 
ent Proprietors,  the  Partition  Line  as  supposed  to  be  settled  gare 
2,689,680  Acres  to  West  Jersey,  and  1,686,290  to  East  Jersey,  yet  by  a 
Pretension  from  the  late  settlement  with  New  York,  West  Jersey  have 
set  up  a  claim  against  East  Jersey  to  129,580  Acres,  which  has  been  ar- 
gued before  the  Assembly  in  two  Sessions,  and  it  seems  as  if  West  Jersey 
had  not  yet  relinquished  their  Claim,  however  unjustifiable.  About  one- 
half  of  the  State  may  be  arable,  pasture  or  Meadow  Lands,  and  the  other 
half  may  be  Wood  land,  barren  Sands,  barren  brush  or  rocky  Mountains. 
The  last  Proportion  may  seem  large,  but  let  it  be  considered  that  the 
Eastern  Division  appeared  to  be  as  much  cleared  and  settled  as  the  Wes- 
tern Division  ;  that  the  first,  besides  some  Townships  and  Patents  grant- 
ed, before  conveyed  to  the^twenty-four  proprietors,  have  only  granted 
Dividends  of  672,000  Acres ;  of  which  at  least  120,000  Acres  have  not  yet 
been  surveyed  on  said  Dividends ;  and  of  that  surveyed,  a  considerable 
Part,  perhaps  a  sixth,  may  remain  for  Timber;  it  may  not  appear  that 
too  large  a  Proportion  is  supposed  to  remain  uncultivated. 

These  lands  are  in  general  laid  out  in  Farms  from  fifty  Acres  to  four 
.hundred,  and  of  each  Farm  the  arable  Land  is  commonly  laid  out  into 
four  Fields,  and  the  Course  of  Crops  is  1st  year  Summer  Crops  of  Indian 
Corn,  Oats,  Flax,  and  Buckwheat,  3d  year,  fallowed,  3d  year  in  Winter 
Gram,  and  4th  year  in  Grass,  by  this  frequent  tillage,  and  from  the  small 
stock  of  cattle  having  little  help  by  manure,  the  Lands  are  very  much 
exhausted,  so  that  in  many  Places  the  average  of  Winter  Crops  are  under 
six  Bushels,  and  few  Places  average  above  eight  Bushels,  except  when 
manured ;  besides  the  Arable  each  Farm  has  commonly  an  Orchard,  a 
piece  of  natural  meadow  ground,  and  a  proportion  of  one-fourth  of  tim- 
ber Land  for  fencing  stun",  Buildings,  Farming  Utensils,  and  Firewood. 
Each  Farm  keeps  from  20  to  40  Sheep,  from  3  to  10  Cows,  besides  young 
Stock,  from  3  to  8  Horses,  unfortunately  few  Oxen  are  used  for  Draught 
except  in  Morris  and  Essex  Counties,  which  are  a  great  Advantage  to 
them,  and  deserves  to  be  imitated. 

The  great  decrease  of  Crops,  partly  from  the  Lands  being  long  broke 
up,  and  partly  from  bad  Husbandry ;  the  great  encrease  of  Taxes,  as 
£197,500  a  7s  6d  Dollar  has  been  laid  in  one  year,  1782;  and  the  natural 
encrease  of  Inhabitants,  without  Manufactures  or  more  Land  to  cultivate, 
while  the  old  Lands  daily  require  fewer  Hands,  and  many  of  the  smaller 
Farmers  exercise  some  Trade.  All  these  Causes  contribute  to  occasion 
great  Emigrations  from  this  State,  which  not  only  lose  the  Hands  that 
might  be  turned  to  many  useful  Improvements  and  Employments,  but 
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some  of  them  privately  dispose  of  their  Effects,  run  off  and  defraud  their 
Creditors,  while  others  sell  considerable  Property,  and  carry  the  amount 
to  other  States  to  the  southwestward,  or  to  the  western  wide  Wilderness, 
which  is  settling  too  fast,  and  a  century  too  soon,  to  the  great  Loss  of 
the  united  States.  These  Emigrants  who  assisted  in  contracting  the 
enormous  public  Debt,  leave  it  behind  them,  and  move  to  Countries 
which  pay  no  Taxes,  where  all  Debts  are  cancelled,  no  Rents  to  pay,  and 
that  abound  in  good  Lands  for  the  taking  up,  with  a  Temperate  and 
healthy  Climate,  and  wild  Meat  of  Venison  and  Turkies  for  the  killing, 
Of  the  last  I  have  heard  a  Man  of  good  Credit  say  that  he  has  seen  at 
least  500  in  a  Day.  These  seem  very  tempting  Allurements,  but  when 
attentively  considered  are  more  specious  than  solid,  for  as  no  industrious 
Man  in  this  or  the  other  States  can  want  for  a  good  living  or  even  to  ad- 
vance themselves,  yet  by  going  into  the  Distant  Wilderness  with  all  the 
above  Advantages,  they  contract  lazy  indolent  or  savage  Habits,  have  no 
incitement  to  industry  but  the  Calls  of  Hunger,  which  the  Amusements 
of  hunting  or  fashing  can  supply.  Markets  too  distant  to  bear  Trans- 
portation of  any  thing  they  can  raise,  and  as  inconvenient  to  supply 
them  with  Clothing  or  other  Necessaries.  Salt  if  carried  comes  enor- 
mously high,  but  happily  they  have  Springs  that  may  supply  this  most 
necessary  Article,  in  short  without  Law,  Gospel  or  Government,  they  be- 
come wild  as  the  surrounding  Savages,  with  fewer  Virtues. 

To  return  to  New  Jersey;  this  State  is  rated  by  Congress  at  l-18th 
Part  of  all  the  States  in  Union,  which  seems  to  be  rather  disproportion- 
ate to  their  Ability,  having  no  manufactures  nor  trading  towns,  and  the 
Profits  on  their  Exports  and  Supplies  of  Necessaries  all  centering  in  the 
adjacent  States;  they  have  no  Duties  on  foreign  Imports  to  help  to 
bear  their  Burthen ;  while  last  year  the  Customs  at  New  York  amounted 
in  nine  months  to  £83,000,  the  Dollar  a  8s ;  They  have  no  back  Lands  to 
sell  as  many  of  the  other  States  have,  and  their  confiscated  Property  which 
was  considerable,  was  fooled  away  and  turned  to  small  account.  Un- 
der these  Considerations  it  seems  out  of  all  proportion  that  New  Jersey 
should  pay  by  Assessment  83,  when  the  rich  State  of  south  Carolina  pays 
90.  The  Lands  that  are  rented,  the  Tenants  arc  always  bound  to  pay 
all  Rates  and  Taxes,  which  on  poor  Place?  is  sometimes  equal  to  the 
Rent,  both  of  which  are  generally  far  behind.  I  lately  knew  a  Justice 
of  Peace  at  one  Time,  issue  340  Precepts  for  back  Taxes  against 
one  Township,  containing  26,000  Acres,  and  tho'  the  Constable  offers  to 
sell,  there  is  seldom  any  Bidders,  from  Fear  or  want  of  Cash. 

As  the  Climate,  Soil,  or  our  mode  of  Husbandry  is  unfavorable  to 
raising  the  materials  of  Cloathing,  rather  than  a  want  of  Hands  or  an 
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Inclination  to  manufacture  either  in  Flax  or  Wool,  our  European  Imports 
of  dry  Goods  are  supposed  annually  to  amount  to  the  Value  of  800,000 
Dollars.  Besides  Tea,  West  India  Articles,  and  Wine  to  about  153,530 
Dollars.  To  pay  for  which  this  State  exports,  Wheat,  Flour,  Rye,  Corn, 
Pork,  Cattle,  a  few  Horses,  Flaxseed,  Butter,  Poultry,  some  Staves  and 
headings  which  we  can  ill  spare,  Pig  and  Bar  iron  ;  Potash  ;  Iron  to 
Britain  was  formerly  a  considerable  Article,  as  foreign  iron  paid  Duty, 
which  being  Subject  to,  we  send  more  there  ;  but  to  the  reproach  of 
America  we  import  it  from  the  Baltick  ;  and  as  the  Bounty  is  taken  off 
Potash  in  Britain,  we  now  send  but  little.  As  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
our  Imports  exceed  our  Exports,  we  are  certainly  running  more  in  Debt, 
which  we  also  were  before  the  Revolution,  tho'  our  Trade  was  then  on 
a  much  better  Footing,  aud  our  Credit  was  then  very  good ;  but  now 
our  Credit  with  the  adjacent  States  is  entirely  sunk,  which  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at  considering  the  Acts  the  Legislature  have  lately  passed. 
The  insolvent  Law,  by  which  many  have  defrauded  their  Creditors ; 
The  Appraisement  Law,  authorizing  the  Sheriff  on  Executions  to  ap- 
point two  Freeholders  to  assign  Lands  or  Effects  for  the  Debt ;  I  have 
known  a  Creditor  offer  to  take  half  for  the  Subject  appraised  and  as- 
signed ;  And  lastly  the  tender  Law  by  which  the  Debtor  may  pay  in 
Paper  in  lieu  of  hard  money,  tho'  known  already,  (and  still  encreasing) 
to  be  much  depreciated.  These  Laws  have  destroyed  all  Credit  and 
Confidence  both  in  aud  without  the  State ,  and  puts  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  the  Legislature  to  comply  with  the  Requisitions  of  Congress, 
for  Paper  can  be  no  tender  to  them,  which  is  now  the  only  Currency 
among  us.  Much  has  been  said  among  us  against  this  impolitic  and 
fraudulent  Measure,  and  great  was  the  Opposition  in  the  Legislature, 
but  private  Interest  or  Ignorance  finally  prevailed,  so  that  £100,000  was 
lately  ordered  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  in  Addition  to  £31,500  which 
in  1783  had  been  made,  to  pay  the  Interest  of  Debts  due  by  the  Public 
to  Inhabitants  within  the  State  then  ordered  to  be  received  in  Taxes, 
but  now  made  a  Tender  in  all  Cases.  It  is  true  these  Emissions  are  not 
large  for  a  circulating  medium  to  a  State  which  formerly  has  had 
£300,000  in  Circulation,  but  as  the  Credit  of  Paper  arises  from  Opinion, 
and  many  have  so  much  sufferei  lately  by  continental  and  State  Paper, 
all  Persons  are  equally  affraid  of  it,  especially  as  the  adjacent 
State:?,  where  are  chiefly  endebted,  allready  take  it  at  a  Discount  from  10 
to  20  pr.  cent,  and  there  is  is  no  Confidence  in  the  Legislature,  how 
much  more  of  it  they  may  issue,  and  it  is  also  the  Interest  of  those  who 
were  most  clamorous  in  making  it,  to  speedily  depreciate  it,  and  by  this 
means  discharge  their  Obligations  at  an  easier  Rate. 
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The  value  of  the  Lands  in  this  State  is  in  Proportion  to  its  Situation 
and  Quality,  near  considerable  Towns  it  is  from  £20  to  £50  pr.  acre,  as 
the  Land  is  generally  better  and  may  have  the  help  of  manure  ;  further 
back  it  runs,  taking  a  wiiole  Farm,  from  £2.10  to  £5  pr.  Acre,  and  poor 
lands  at  20s.  or  30s.  ;  when  rented  in  the  back  Parts,  it  fetches  from  a 
quarter  to  half  a  Dollar  pr.  acre,  and  generally  Farms  are  leased  at  3  or 
4  pr.  cent  of  their  value,  while  the  legal  Interest  is  7  pr.  cent.  It  may 
seem  strange  to  those  acquainted  with  the  farming  and  Rents  in  Europe 
that  they  should  be  so  low  here,  but  it  is  owing  to  several  causes,  1st. 
The  Lands  are  not  so  productive,  for  tho'  the  soil  looks  well,  and  in  some 
intervale  Bottoms  is  equal  to  Europe,  yet  in  other  Situations,  they  are 
much  affected  with  the  extremes  of  great  Droughts,  violent  and  long 
Rains,  and  great  Heats  and  Colds.  2d.  Labour  is  very  high,  as  Day 
labour  is  from  one-third  to  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  a  Day,  and  from  Sixty 
to  Eighty  Dollars  by  the  year.  3d.  An  industrious  thriving  man  can 
always  buy  a  Farm  for  himself,  4th.  many  are  very  unskillful  and  bad 
husbandmen,  as  it  may  clearly  be  shewn  that  a  Farm  of  200  acres  at 
£4  pr.  Acre  value,'  might  yield  £120  besides  maintaining  the  Family  and 
Stock,  yet  a  Tenant  would  think  it  rented  high  to  £$0  a  year,  tho'  less 
than  4  pr.  cent  of  its  selling  Price.  If  Landlords  therefore  in  this  State 
could  sell  their  Lands,  and  otherwise  invest  the  Value  in  Security,  it 
would  be  much  to  their  Advantage,  but  neither  of  these  Circumstances 
are  in  their  Favour.  Already  there  are  few  Estates  of  much  land  Pro- 
perty ;  in  general  every  owner  cultivates  his  own  Farm,  and  when  di- 
vided in  Portions  too  small  to  fill  up  their  Time,  if  industrious  they 
exercise  some  Trade  or  Profession. 

This  State  is  remarkably  Healthy,  except  on  the  Banks  of  some  Riv- 
ers, or  near  Ponds,  or  stagnated  Waters,  where  towards  autumn  it  is 
subject  to  Agues  and  lutermittents  ;  this  healthiness  is  conspicuous  from 
the  rapid  encrcase  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  within  these  Fifty  years 
settled  the  back  Counties  from  New  England,  North  of  Ireland  and 
Germany,  and  already  their  Families  have  have  so  much  encreased  that 
annual  Swarms  emigrate  Southwesterly.  As  an  Instance  of  its  healthi- 
ness I  might  quote  the  Farm  the  writer  lives  on,  who  was  lately  accosted 
by  the  neighboring  Justice.  "  I  do  not  ask  you  how  your  Family  does, 
"  for  I  never  heard  that  any  in  that  House  was  sick,  and  nobody  have 
"died  there,"  the  Family  and  Servants  are  from  twelve  to  fifteen,  and 
the  House  has  been  built  thirty  seven  years",  but  to  speak  with  Precision 
I  must  except  a  negro  child  of  a  Week  old,  and  some  trifling  Disorders, 
besides  Innoculation,  which  was  merely  a  Frolick.  As  an  Instance  of 
Health  and  Fecundity  I  may  also  quote  a  high  Dutch  Family  within  two 
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miles  of  this  House.  I  lately  saw  the  mother,  still  a  very  hearty  look- 
ing woman,  then  suckling  her  ninth  son  ;  had  never  lost  one  ;  she  hnd 
also  eight  daughters,  had  suckled  them  all  :  six  Children  married,  and 
teu  Grandchildren  ;  from  the  healthiness  of  her  Children,  and  their 
marrying  so  young,  she  has  a  Prospect  of  seeing  the  largest  encrease  I 
ever  heard  of. 

We  might  expaet  that  Health  would  be  affected  by  the  great  and 
sudden  extremes  of  Heat  and  Cold,  Drought  and  Rain,  but  a  long 
Continuance  of  the  last  seems  most  to  afiect  us.  I  have  known  the 
Thermometer  alter  40°  in  a  few  Days,  and  32°  in  one  day  ;  in  Summer, 
I  have  often  observed  it  at  96°  in  the  Shade,  and  in  Winter  often  below 
10°  and  even  in  the  Ball,  but  these  extremes  never  continue  above  a  Day 
or  two.  What  seems  singular,  at  least  I  have  not  heard  it  remarked  in 
Britain,  we  have  no  Dews  during  violent  heat,  and  never  in  cloudy 
Weather,  our  heavy  Dews  are  in  temperate  and  clear  weather.  The 
great  Droughts  and  Floods  greatly  affect  the  Crops,  and  is  growing 
evil  from  the  Woods  and  Swamps  being  more  cleared  and  drained.  As 
in  other  Countries,  in  hilly  Places  we  are  least  Subject  to  Droughts, 
and  no  country  is  better  watered  with  wholesome  Springs  and  clear 
Streams.  Alter  a  tedious  Drought  of  five  or  six  weeks,  I  have  known  a 
Rain  of  five  or  six  Inches  to  fall  in  a  few  hours,  which  spoils  the 
meadows,  washes  much  of  the  fine  Soil  from  Lauds  in  culture,  and  on 
declivities,  makes  deep  Gullies,  and  makes  the  Roads  in  many  Places 
nluiost  impassable. 

The  Wives  and  Daughters  of  the  Farmers  and  poorer  Inhabitants,  all 
are  in  the  habit  of  making  considerable  Quantities  of  Linen  and  Wool- 
en Cloths,  to  fill  up  their  Spare  Time  from  housework,  sewing,  and 
occasionally  working  out  ot  doors,  especially  the  Germans,  and  all  ot 
them  make  good  Gardens  of  a  variety  of  good  Vegetables  which  is  half 
the  support  of  their  Families,  they  would  also  find  Time  to  spin  a  great 
deal  more  if  furnished  with  the  raw  materials,  as  Flax  and  especially 
Wool  are  always  in  great  Demand.  These  Manufactures  are  a  great  Sup- 
ply to  the  Country,  though  far  from  sufficient  for  our  Consumption,  and 
if  the  Materials  were  even  in  abundance,  Labour  is  so  dear,  that  no  Fa- 
brics could  be  carried  on  to  supply  our  Towns,  as  they  would  come  high- 
er than  they  are  imported ;  yet  considering  our  few  Products  and  de- 
creasing Articles  for  Exportation,  unless  we  manufacture  more  and  im- 
port less,  we  must  ever  be  a  very  poor  State. 

The  number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  were  estimated  by  Con- 
gress in  1776  at  150,000,  if  that  account  was  just,  perhaps  they 
are  since  encreased,  notwithstanding  the  numbers  earned  off  by 
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contagious  Disorders  during  the  War,  (few  were  killed)  and  the  nu- 
merous Emigrations.  Allowing  the  above  Number  of  People  and 
that  New  Jersey  contains  4,375,970  Acre3,  it  will  give  29  Acres 
pr.  Head,  aud  suppose  the  People  in  the  united  States  to  amount 
to  3,049,678  and  suppose  they  occupy  the  same  extent  of  Land  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  New  Jersey.  The  united  States  will  at  present 
occupy  88,440,662  Acres.  France  contains  185,922,309  Acres  and  25 
millions  of  People  gives  7fds  Acres  to  each.  And  Great  Britain 
which  contains  nearly  one-fourth  of  France,  having  46,672,640  Acres  is 
supposed  to  contain  10  Millions  of  People,  and  4.|d  Acres  of  Land  for 
each  :  I  am  almost  tempted  to  make  some  Reflections  on  these  numbers 
but  it  would  be  be  digressing  too  much. 

There  have  been  several  Copper  mines  worked  within  the  State,  As 
Schuyler's,  near  Newark,  to  very  great  Profit,  but  latterly  being  incom- 
moded with  water,  a  Fire  Engine  was  erected,  which  being  burnt  down, 
is  not  now  worked.  These  of  Rockyhill,  Brunswick  and  Bedmiuster 
have  also  been  worked,  but  Labour  is  too  dear  to  continue  them.  Iron 
Ore  every  where  abounds,  and  have  employed  many  Furnaces  to  the  great 
Consumption  of  Timber,  at  present  there  are  only  three  used,  but  many 
Forges  for  refining,  also  Blooomeries  that  draw  Iron  from  the  Ore,  the 
Woods  geting  Scarce,  Labour  higher,  the  British  Market  being  lost,  are 
all  discouragements  to  this  Branch,  and  Trade  being  open  to  the  Baltic, 
gives  them  an  Opportunity  of  bringing  no  small  Quantity  of  Iron  and 
Steel,  tho'  subject  to  a  Duty  ;  during  the  War  Iron  was  six  and  seven  Dol- 
lars pr.  hundred  Weight,  now  reduced  to  four  Dollars.  In  former  Times 
there  have  been  thirty  Iron  works  of  all  sorts,  carried  on  in  the  County 
of  Morris  alone.  There  are  many  mineral  Springs,  a  Chalybeat  in  Morris 
County  is  much  frequented,  and  found  very  efficacious  in  many  Com- 
plaints, Limestone  is  good  and  plenty,  and  if  not  so  dear  calcining 
might  be  used  to  great  Advantage  as  a  Manure,  already  some  is  used 
on  a  Medium  at  40  Bush'8-  pr.  acre,  whereas  in  Britain  they  use  from  one 
to  300  Bush1"-  By  Wights  Reports  of  Husbandry  in  Scotland  I  find  that 
800  Bush13-  have  been  laid  on  one  of  our  Acres.  In  this  Country  it  is 
found  that  the  poorer  the  Land  the  less  Lime  it  will  bear,  and  Crops 
will  be  in  Proportion.  In  Pensilvania  the  Practice  is  very  general ;  in- 
deed they  are  before  the  rest  of  America  in  every  thing. 

Jersey  is  bounded  by  two  noble  Rivers,  useful  in  Navigation  and  sup- 
plies great  Quantities  of  Fish,  especially  Shad.  Raritan  and  Passaik  are 
also  fine  Rivers,  empty  into  New  York  bay,  and  each  navigable  about  14 
and  20  Miles,  the  Rivers  that  flow  into  Delaware  are  all  small;  as  are 
Shrewsbury  and  Tom's  River  which  flow  into  the  Ocean  navigable,  for 
small  Craft  some  Miles,  especially  the  last. 
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Tho'  Jersey  is  well  situated  for  Fisheries  there  is  nothing  of  this  sort 
attempted  except  for  Home  Consumption.  That  for  Whales  was  former- 
ly tried  at  Amboy,  and  surely  no  Place  seems  more  conveniently  situ- 
ated. 

There  are  many  thousand  Acres  of  Salt  Meadow,  which  are  of  great 
Benefit  to  the  Lands  adjacent,  both  for  their  Stock  of  Cattle,  and  ma- 
nure ;  by  plowing  it  in.  I  suspect  that  large  Flocks  of  Sheep  might  be 
kept  there,  as  on  the  Marshes  in  England,  and  is  aa  Article  we  are  so  dif- 
ficient  in ;  but  our  whole  Attention  seems  to  be  taken  up  with  raising 
Wheat,  tho'  it  appears  that  we  are  very  little  skilled  in  it;  to  raise  Wheat 
we  should  have  Manure,  and  for  that  End  improve  our  Meadows,  and 
cultivate  artificial  Grasses,  to  which  our  Soil  is,  we  find,  natural,  for  in 
this  Article,  we  approach  nearer  the  British  than  in  Grain,  as  we  cut 
from  one  to  two  and  a  half  Tons  of  Hay  pr.  Acre.  Our  horned  Cat- 
tle are  smaller  than  those  of  Rhode  Island  or  Connecticut,  and  the  Cows 
weigh  from  four  to  six  hundred  Weight  the  Quarters,  and  We  abound  in 
a  variety  of  good  Horses,  for  draft  or  Saddle,  but  err  greatly  in  keeping 
too  many,  instead  of  Oxen  who  would  improve  in  our  Hands,  and  furnish 
us  more  Beef  and  Sole  Leather.  It  is  to  be  regreted  we  keep  so  few 
Sheep,  owing  to  our  not  providing  Winter  and  Spring  Food  for  them, 
otherwise  nothing  more  profitable.  The  Fleeces  average  2J-  Ibs.  and  the 
Quarter  of  Mutton  14  Ibs.  Nothing  thrives  better,  or  yields  quicker 
Returns  than  Swine.  I  have  known  a  sow  cost  four  Dollars  aad  within 
the  Year  she  and  her  Broods  have  amounted  in  Value  to  eighty-two  Dol- 
lars, with  very  ordinary  keeping.  We  must  allow  3  Bash'8-  Corn  and  as 
much  Buchwheat  to  rear  and  fatten  each  Hog,  besides  Pasture  and 
the  run  of  the  Orchard.  Cyder  is  made  en  almost  every  Farm,  which 
beside  a  pleasant  Beverage,  gives  a  plentiful  Supply  of  Vinegar  much 
used  by  all  Ranks  in  Vegetable  and  Salt  Diet.  Bees  are  also  reared  in 
great  Abundance,  a  Tenant  with  Care  sometimes  pays  his  Rent  with  this 
Article,  by  Honey,  Metheglin,  (very  excellent),  and  Wax.  So  that  on 
the  whole  this  is  an  excellent  Country  for  the  poorer  and  middling  rank 
of  People :  as  with  due  industry  they  may  all  earn  a  comfortable  Living 
and  even  advance  themselves,  tho'  not  so  speedily  as  formerly. 

Having  now  considered  the  State  respecting  its  Settlement,  political 
State,  the  Lands,  and  Husbandry,  I  shall  conclude  with  an  attempt  to 
make  some  Observations  on  the  various  Inhabitants ;  who  having  emi- 
grated from  different  Countrie»,  there  still  remains  something  character- 
istic to  designate  them.  The  Townships  of  Elizabeth,  New  Ark,  Wood- 
bridge,  Piscataqua,  Shrewsbury,  Freehold  and  Middletown  were  early 
settled  under  Sr.  Geo.  Carteret,  and  in  general  from  New  England.  Also 
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Bergen  Town  and  County  by  the  low  Dutch  ;  these  comprehended  most 
of  the  Settlements  made  before  the  eastern  Division  was  conveyed  to  the 
twenty  four  Proprietors  in  1682  and  include  the  best  Lands  in  Essex, 
Middlesex,  Monmouth  and  Bergen  Counties  which  jvere  granted  by  Car- 
terets  Governour  at  a  half  penny  sterling  pr.  acre  Quit  rent,  the  whole 
amounting  to  about acres  with  allowance  of  ten  pr.  cent  for  High- 
ways, Morris  County  is  partly  New  England  descent,  and  a  few  from 
West  Jersey,  Monmouth  is  in  the  same  State,  with  a  mixture  of  Scot's 
Families.  Part  of  Morris  and  the  Eastern  Parts  of  Somerset  were  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  but  all  the  most  valuable  Lands  in  Somerset  are 
possest  by  the  low  Dutch,  also  the  large  Township  of  Reading  in  Hun- 
terdon.  Sussex  is  settled  and  is  a  mixture  from  all  the  other  Counties. 
Tho'  some  of  these  Settlements  were  made,  with  some  intermixtures 
above  120  years  ago,  they  still  retain  the  manners,  Language  and 
worship  of  their  Predecessors ;  those  from  New  England  affeet  more 
gentility,  are  more  apt  to  run  in  Debt,  to  scheme  and  speculate,  more 
litigeons,  and  have  more  Genius  and  Learning,  fond  of  Arms,  Liberty  and 
Democracy.  While  the  low  Dutch  are  a  quiet,  frugal  People,  possess 
considerable  Property,  are  afraid  to  run  in  Debt,  without  being  fond  of 
Law,  or  Offices  of  Government. 

Lord  Berkley  began  to  settle  the  Western  Division  in  1665  by  Emi- 
grants from  Yorkshire  and  other  northern  Parts  of  England.  When  he 
and  his  Assigns  sold  in  a  hundred  shares,  the  chief  Proprietors  were 
Quakers,  who  made  fine  Settlements  in  the  Counties  of  Burlington, 
Gloster,  Salem,  Cumberland,  Cape  May,  Hunterdon  and  half  of  Sussex, 
and  the  many  Settlers  among  them  were  of  different  Persuasions,  yet 
the  Quakers  held  the  chief  Property  and  Management,  and  noted  for  a 
frugal  and  industrious  People,  they  have  banked  off  many  valuable 
meadows  in  Delaware,  have  no  Poor  among  them  ;  formerly  had  a  great 
Sway  in  the  Legislature,  but  could  not  now  prevent  Paper  Money  tho' 
they  and  other  Western  Members,  strongly  bore  testimony  against  it ; 
dispersed  in  both  Divisions  are  many  laborious,  ingenious  and  parsimo- 
nious Germans,  who  came  here  late  and  poor,  but  are  daily  acquiring 
Estates,  especially  in  the  large  Counties  of  Hunterdon  and  Sussex. 

By  the  fundamental  Constitutions  Religion  is  on  a  most  liberal  Foot- 
ing ;  all  Modes  of  Worship  are  equally  tolerated  without  Preeminence, 
and  their  numbers  may  be  as  follows.  Presbiterians  36,000,  Quakers 
24,000,  Dutch  24,000,  Calvinists  15,000,  Lutherans  12,000,  Baptists 
12,000  Episcopals  10,000,  Memonites  2,000,  Moravians  200,  Romans 
200,  of  no  particular  Sect  13,600.  Total  150,000,  the  whole  supposed 
number.  We  never  hear  of  Disputes,  Competitions  or  Jealousies  among 
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them,  and  each  pay  only  to  whom  they  Subscribe,  some  contribute  to 
more  than  one,  to  assist  their  neighbours,  and  many  pay  to,  or  are  at- 
tached to  none. 

Schools  and  Masters  for  reading,  writing  and  Accompts  are  every- 
where dispersed  thro'  the  Country,  there  are  few  Instances  of  a  Farm 
house  being  more  than  two  miles  distant  from  a  School.  There  are  also 
many  Latin  Schools,  and  two  Colledges,  of  which  Princeton  brings 
many  Students  from  distant  Parts,  is  very  flourishing,  and  has  bred 
many  eminent  men  ;  Brunswic  Colledge  was  intended  for  educating  the 
low  Dutch,  particularly  for  the  Ministry,  but  this  seems  almost  need- 
less, as  this  Language  as  well  as  the  German  wears  fast  out.  The  Acad- 
emy at  Hackiusac  is  of  great  note,  having  about  140  Scholars,  mostly 
from  New  York.  It  must  be  owned  that  the  Farmers,  and  middle  Class 
of  People  run  too  much  on  sending  their  Sons  to  Colledges,  which 
unfits  them  for  their  own  Employments,  greatly  overstocks  the  learned 
Professions,  gives  other  Ideas  beyond  their  Circumstances,  makes  to 
too  many  Candidates  for  public  offices  and  Employments,  and  greatly 
contributes  to  prolonging  the  annual  Elections,  which  sometimes  throws 
the  Country  idle  for  ten  days  or  more,  and  occasions  Animosities  even 
among  near  Relations,  that  the  rest  of  the  year  hardly  make  up.  A 
Pretence  to  Learning,  and  a  Rotation  in  offices,  also  diffuses  a  turn  for 
Expence  and  genteel  Living  much  above  the  Circumstances  of  the  Coun- 
try and  the  more  frugal  and  industrious  manners  of  their  Fathers. 

Tho'  we  have  so  many  Smatterers  in  Learning  among  us,  it  must  be 
owned  we  have  few  deep  Scholars,  tor  the  Genius  of  the  Americans  is 
rather  forward  and  quick,  than  adapted  to  intense  Study  and  Applica- 
tion. It  must  be  allowed  they  have  bred  some  able  and  brilliant  Speak- 
ers, nervous  writers  on  political  Subjects,  and  are  not  destitute  of  a  taste 
for  Poetry,  witness  the  very  humorous  Poem  of  McFingal.  It  is  a  mis- 
fortune that  Students  have  few  helps  from  private  or  public  Libraries, 
they  ought  therefore  to  stay  longer  at  Colledges,  where  they  might  have 
some  Assistance,  but  they  generally  hurry  thro1,  and  the  greater  Part 
think  uo  more  of  the  Classics  or  the  Sciences. 

I  expected  to  have  confined  these  remarks  within  a  single  sheet,  and 
by  enlarging  them  have  probably  mentioned  some  matters  too  trivial, 
but  not  to  lengthen  them  with  a  tedious  appology,  I  submit  them  to 
you  as  they  are,  and  thus  fulfil  my  Promise  to  you. 

Xew  Jersey  10th  Aug.  1786. 
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LETTER  FROM  WM.  S.   LIVINGSTON   TO  COL.  AARON  BURR. 
From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Society 

BEVERWYCK,  10th  July,  1782. 

DEAR  BURR  : — I  have  but  a  Moments  Time  to  Congratulate  you  on 
the  late  happy  Circumstance  of  your  Marriage  with  the  Amiable  Mrs. 
Provost.  Confident  that  the  Object  of  your  Choice  would  ever  meet 
with  Universal  Esteem,  I  have  waited  impatiently  to  know  on  whom  it 
would  be  placed.  The  Secret  at  length  is  revealed,  and  the  Tongue  of 
Malice  dare  not  I  think  caluminate  it.  May  Love  be  the  Time  Piece  in 
your  Mansion,  and  Happiness  its  Minute  Hand.  Present  if  you  please  my 
respects  to  your  good  Lady  and  all  Friends  with  you,  in  which  this  whole 
Family  join.  Add  one  favor  more  if  your  please,  which  is  to  remind 
Mr.  Varick  on  your  Return  to  Albany,  of  his  Promise  to  me  to  have  the 
Injunction  taken  off  my  License  as  a  Practioneer  in  that  State,  you  will 
oblige 

Your  Most  Sincere  Friend, 

WM.  S.  LIVINGSTON. 
ADDRESS. 

"  To  COLONEL  AARON  BURR, 
"Mr.  Depeyster."  "At  Paramus." 
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From  a  contemporaneous  list  in  possession  of  W.  A.  Whitehead. 
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John  Alburtis, 
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Phineas  Crane, 
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TRENTON,  January,  21st,  1869. 

TUB  Society  held  its  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Meeting  at  the  State 
House  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  Hon.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD,  First  Vice-Presi- 
dent, presiding :  JOHX  RCTHERFURD,  Esq.,  Third  Vice-President,  being 
also  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
Messrs.  T.  K  McCarter,  A.  N.  Dougherty,  W.  H.  McClave,  Mark  H. 
Gould,  J.  D.  Orton,  E.  W.  McClave,  J.  H.  Kase,  and  W.  A.  Conover,  of 
Newark;  Mr.  Amos  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Elizabeth;  Mr.  J.  H.  Nixon,  of  Mill- 
ville,  and  Mr.  "W.  S.  Johnson,  of  Trenton,  accepting  membership  :  from 
Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  tendering  a  copy  of  an  address  "  On  the  Fathers  of 
Morris  County ;"  from  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  of  Cincinnati,  making  inqui- 
ries relative  to  John  Cleve  Symrnes,  and  transmitting  a  donation  to  the 
Library ;  from  Rev.  A.  Q.  Garretson,  of  Jersey  City,  making  inquiries 
respecting  the  early  grants  of  Acquackanock ;  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Hart,  of 
Philadelphia,  referring  to  a  family  of  Scott's,  early  landholders  near 
Princeton ;  from  Mr.  Charles  B.  Moore,  of  New  York,  respecting  some 
branches  of  the  "  Tuthiir  or  "  Tuttle"  family ;  from  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin. 
in  reference  to  the  publication  of  "  A  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America  ;•'  from  Mr.  Win.  C.  Wallace,  transmitting  a  subscription  to  the 
Library  Fund  ;  from  Mr.  S.  Jenkins,  of  Wyoming,  Pa.,  relative  to  the 
Journal  of  Sullivan's  Expedition ;  from  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Clark,  of  Belvi- 
dere,  transmitting  a  diary  kept  by  Joseph  Clark  during  the  Revolution ; 
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from  Prof.  Moffat,  in  answer  to  the  request  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  his  paper  read  before  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting ;  from  the  Mary- 
land Historical  Society,  asking  for  some  of  the  Society's  publications; 
from  the  Essex  (Mass.)  Institute,  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  the 
Historical  Societies,  of  Massachusetts,  Long  Island  and  Maine,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  its  Proceedings ;  from  Mr.  C.  S.  McKnight, 
of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  making  inquiries  relative  to  the  Rev.  Chas. 
McKuight,  one  of  the  early  trustees  of  Princeton  Cellege ;  from  the  Rev. 
Jas.  E.  Bernard,  of  Boardville,  N.  J.,  communicating  some  items  of  in- 
formation relative  to  Robert  Erskine,  of  Ringwood;  from  Mr.  C.  C. 
Haven,  of  Trenton,  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  unpublished  letter  from 
General  Washington  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Haven,  D.  D. ;  and  from  nu- 
merous other  parties  on  matters  connected  with  the  Society's  operations ; 
and  the  Society  was  informed  of  the  action  taken  in  answer  thereto. 

The  Librarian  reported  the  donations  to  the  Library  since  the  meeting 
in  May  (which  will  be  found  en  a  following  page),  and  drew  attention 
particularly  to  a  large  number  of  pamphlets  received  from  Mr.  David 
A.  Hayes,  among  them  some  exceedingly  rare. 

The  Treasurer  repcrted  the  balance  in  the  treasury  to  be  $030.14,  and 
$1,160  as  the  amount  of  invested  funds. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  Society  as  quietly  extending 
its  advantages  as  heretofore  to  all  who  would  profit  by  them,  its  benefi- 
cial influences  developing  more  and  more  with  the  demand  made  upon 
its  resources. 

"  If  we  revert,"  said  the  report,  "  to  the  period  of  its  organization, 
and  consider  the  clouds  that  then  rested  upon  our  local  history,  and 
then  mark  the  change  which  has  been  wrought  by  the  researches  of 
those  connected  with  the  Society,  or  through  the  materials  it  has 
amassed,  its  true  importance  to  the  State  cannot  fail  to  be  better  appre- 
ciated. Each  year  enlarges  the  number  of  those  interested  in  rescuing 
from  oblivion  the  fleeting  mementoes  of  the  past,  and  increases  the 
accumulation  of  facts  that  will,  it  is  hoped,  in  due  time,  result  in  the 
production  of  a  general  history  of  New  Jersey,  creditable  alike  to  both 
its  author  and  the  State." 

The  Committee  regretted  that  there  should  be  any  backwardness  in 
contributing  to  the  resources  of  the  Society  through  subscriptions  to 
the  Library  Fund,  or  by  regularity  in  paying  the  regular  fees ;  but  it 
was  nevertheless  true  that  the  rent  of  the  rooms  and  the  incidental 
expenses  of  the  Library  had  been  borne  for  several  years  by  the  volun- 
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tary  contributions  of  a  few  members  of  the  Society,  and  that  there  was 
not  as  systematic  a  discharge  of  .the  pecuniary  liabilities  of  membership 
as  was  desirable. 

The  Committee  draw  attention  to  the  propriety  of  modifying  a  reso- 
lution adopted  in  1867,  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  lot  owned  by  the 
Society  in  Newark,  so  that  it  would  allow  of  an  arrangement  being 
made  with  the  Newark  Library  Association,  or  any  other  literary  in 
stitution,  for  the  erection  and  joint  occupancy  of  a  fire-proof  building. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
ber of  the  current  proceedings,  bringing  them  down,  in  print,  to  the 
present  time. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  the  arrangement  of  all  the 
New  Jersey  newspapers  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  and  the  prog- 
ress made  in  binding  them — a  mass  of  information,  relating  to  the  local 
history  and  genealogical  annals  of  the  State,  having  been  thus  preserved 
and  made  available.  They  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
necessity  of  keeping  the  subscriptions  to  the  Library  Fund  active. 
Some  will  expire  the  present  year,  which  they  trust  will  be  renewed  ; 
and  others  in  addition  were  solicited,  made  payable  at  any  time  of  the 
year  that  may  be  most  convenient,  and  for  one  or  more  years  at  the 
option  of  the  subscribers.  The  members  would  confer  a  favor  by  com- 
municating their  wishes  to  the  Secretary. 

The  Committee  on  nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of 
fourteen  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  they  were 
elected  by  ballot ;  and  new  nominations  were  received. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  the  year : 

On  Publications.  William  A.  Whitehead,  Henry  W.  Green,  Samuel 
H.  Pcnnington,  M.  D.,  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  and  John  Rutherfurd. 

On  the  Library.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jack- 
son, Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in 
Newark. 

On  Nominations.  David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  and  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  D.  D. 

On  Statistics.  N.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Rev.  Samuel 
M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  E.  M.  Shreeve,  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

Messrs.  Bowne,  Maclean  and  Mackin,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
nominate  officers,  who  subsequently  reported  the  following  list,  which 
*vas  adopted : 
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President, 

RICHARD  S.  FIELD ...Princeton. 

Pice-Presidents, 

HENKY  "VV.  GREEN 

JOHN  RDTHERFURD Neicark. 

RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.  D 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD Newark. 

Recording  Secretary, 

DAVID  A.  HAYES Newark. 

Treasurer, 

ROBERT  S.  SWORDS Newark. 

Librarian, 
SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR Neicark. 

Executive  Committee, 

SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.  D Newark. 

CHARLES  S.  OLDEN Princeton. 

N.  NORRIS  HALSTED Hudson  County. 

JOHN  HALL,  D.  D Trenton. 

SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.  D Lawrencemlle. 

JOHN  CLEMENT Haddon/ield. 

CHARLES  C.  HAVEN Trenton. 

WILLIAM  B.  KINNEY Newark. 

PETER  S.  DURYEE Newark. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  presented,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  Kearny, 
of  Perth  Amboy,  an  original  order  dated  December  7th,  1672,  signed 
by  Lord  John  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  sealed  with  their 
seals,  directing  the  Governor  and  Council  of  East  Jersey  to  relinquish 
for  seven  years  one-third  of  the  annual  quit-rents  due  from  the  corpo- 
ration of  Woodbridge  ;  and  also  authorizing  grants  to  Samuel  Moore, 
of  that  township. 

On  presenting  this  interesting  document,  Mr.  Whitehead  remarked 
that,  as  it  was  thought  necessary  by  some  writers  upon  our  history  to 
consider  the  Lords  Proprietors  as  always  insisting  upon  "  the  pound  of 
flesh,"  it  was  well  that  such  documentary  evidence  was  available  to 
prove  that  where  their  rights  were  not  contested  they  were  not  so  strict 
in  their  enforcement.  He  adverted  to  the  fact  that,  from  want  of  ap- 
preciation of  their  value,  many  papers  equally  as  interesting,  perhaps, 
had  been  and  were  yearly  being  destroyed.  All  such  should  be  sought 
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out  and  deposited  with  the  Society.  He  also  alluded  to  the  neglect  of 
many  township  officers  in  not  taking  proper  care  of  their  records  and 
transferring  them  to  their  successors.  As  long  ago  as  1857,  the  present 
Comptroller  of  the  State,  William  K.  McDonald,  Esq.,  had  at  his  in- 
stance endeavored  to  get  the  Legislature  to  sanction  some  measures  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  records,  but  without  success.  Since  that 
time  several  instances  had  come  to  his  knowledge  of  records,  then  in 
good  preservation,  having  been  lost  or  destroyed.  He  thought  the  sub- 
ject worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  from  Mrs.  Gertrude  P.  Smith,  of  Perth  Am- 
boy,  the  original  commission  of  James  Smith,  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  Register  of  the  Proprietory  in  1715,  signed  by  sixteen 
members  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  JOHN  HALL,  D.D.,  presented  a  number  of  interesting  and  valua- 
ble papers  and  old  pamphlets,  in  relation  to  which  Mr.  HAYES  made 
some  pertinent  remarks,  urging  donations  of  a  similar  character,  as 
oftentimes,  what  might  be  deemed  of  no  value  intrinsically,  would  fur- 
nish missing  links  to  a  chain  of  facts  that  might  prove  of  great  interest. 
He  illustrated  this  by  stating  that  although  it  had  been  thought  that 
Xewark  had  at  one  time  been  the  residence  of  the  family  of  the  poet 
Shelly,  no  proof  of  the  fact  had  been  discovered  until  accidentally  an  old 
deed  was  found  to  which  the  name  of  Shelly's  father  was  appended  ns  a 
witness. 

Mr.  RALPH  VOORHEES,  of  Middlebush,  offered  some  suggestions 
relating  to  the  best  mode  of  enlisting  the  interest  of  one  or  more  indi- 
viduals in  each  township  of  the  State  for  the  objects  of  the  Society;  and 
was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  HALL  and  MACLEAX,  on  the  importance 
of  personal  attention  to  the  history  9f  particular  events  with  a  view  of 
eliciting  the  truth  respecting'them.  Mr.  WHITEHEAD  drew  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  Society  on  its  organization  had  put  forth  a  circular 
calculated  to  provoke  inquiries  and  to  elicit  the  interest  alluded  to  by 
Mr.  Yoorhees,  and  that  a  copy  of  such  circular  was  still  sent  to  each 
new  member. 

In  furtherance  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Mr.  DCRYEE  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee 
011  the  Library,  be  empowered  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  may  deem 
advisable  with  any  one  or  more  of  the  literary  institutions  of  the  city  of  Newark, 
with  a  view  to  the  erection  and  joint-occupancy  of  a  fire-proof  building  on  the  lot 
of  land  owned  by  the  Society  in  said  city,  and  that  the  President  and  Secretary 
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be  authorized  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  on  the 
request  of  the  said  Joint  Committee,  by  the  execution  of  all  necessary  legal 
documents. 

At  3  P.  M.,  Mr.  RUTHERFUKD  in  the  chair,  the  Society  was  favored 
with  an  address  "  On  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon.  James  Parker, 
late  President  of  the  Society,"  by  Judge  FIELD,  which  for  an  hour  and 
a  half  absorbed  the  attention  of  all  present. 

At  its  close  Col.  SWORDS  remarked,  he  felt  confident  that  he  would  be 
only  giving  expression  to  the  sentiments  of  all  present  in  characterizing 
the  paper  which  had  so  interested  them  as  a  most  worthy  memorial  of 
a  worthy  man,  and  offered  a  resolution  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  tendered  to  Judge  Field  for  his  admirable  address,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Newark  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 
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Allen  L.  Bassett,  Irvington. 

A.  Stacts  Bonney,  Raikway. 

James  DeHart  Bruen,  Newark. 

E.  A.  Campbell,  D.D.,  Hoboken. 

George  Haskins,  Newark. 

S.  R.  W.  Heath,  Newark. 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  Newark. 

Samuel  P.  Nicholson,  Yarilvilk,  Mercer  County. 

Daniel  Price,  Newark. 

Francis  M.  Tichenor,  Newn-k. 

Augustus  Pruyn,  Newark. 

Lewis  F.  Randolph,  Newark. 

Barton  F.  Thorn,  Crossicicks,  Turlington  County. 

Roswell  Van  Buskirk,  Newark. 


from  $m&$wtomt  an& 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY  21,  1869. 

FROM  C.  C.  HAVEN,  ESQ. 

TRENTON,  N.  J.,  Dec.  28th,  1868. 

WM.  A.  WHITKIIEAD,  ESQ.,  Cor.  Sec.,  &c.: 

DEAII  SIR — Under  the  impression  that  state  historical  societies  are 
not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  so  sectional  in  their  character  as  to  be  uniformly 
opposed  to  receiving  matters  of  historical  interest,  either  national  or 
personal,  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
General  Washington  to  my  father,  then  residing  in  New  Hampshire, 
which  was  found  among  his  papers  when  he  died  in  1806,  and  is  now  in 
the  family  of  his  executor,  at  Portsmouth,  and  which  to  niy  knowledge 
has  never  yet  been  published.  A  photographic  fac-simile  of  the  ori- 
ginal letter  I  will,  at  our  next  meeting,  present  to  the  Society  for  their 
examination,  and  if  desired,  I  will  present  them  with  a  copy,  like  the 
copy  of  his  (Washington's)  original  letter  to  the  ladies  of  Trenton,  in 
1789,  which  I  sent  you.  The  paper  on  which  both  are  written  is  discol- 
ored by  time,  but  both  letters  present  the  unmistakable  penmanship, 
the  dignified  courtesy  and  admirable  style  of  the  author.  He  was  the 
model  of  a  finished  gentleman  towards  others,  and  as  prudential  and 
attentive  to  private  matters  as  he  was  in  public  concerns.  I  delight  to 
contemplate  him  in  this  character.  It  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  "  first 
in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  My  father's  letter  was  unanswered, 
for  good  reasons  as  you  will  perceive,  for  nearly  ten  months,  and  what 
his  feelings  were  I  can  easily  imagine  —those  of  surprise,  perhaps,  but 
not  of  distrust  or  resentment;  for  when  Washington  visited  Portsmouth 
two  years  afterwards,  being  consulted  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to 
know  by  what  title  they  should  address  him,  as  President  or  General,  he 
sent  them  that  improvised  answer  in  verse  which  may  innocently  have 
been  attributed  to  a  greater  poet,  but  not  to  a  truer  American  : 

Fame  spread  her  wings,  and  loud  her  trumpet  blew, 
"  Great  Washington  is  near !     What  praise  his  due — 

What  title  shall  he  have  ?"  ^She  paused  and  said, 
Not  one  !    His  name  strikes  every  title  dead  ! 

The  writer  of  this  high  compliment  to  Washington,  who,  like  Alfred, 
was  the  "  Father  of  the  State,"  through  whose  never-despairing  energy 
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the  cause'of  our  nation's  independence  was  gained,  not  lost,  meant  what 
he  wrote.  He  was  five  years  older  than  Washington.  He  was  an  Amer- 
ican Clergyman  of  the  Puritan  stock,  growing  more  and  more  liberal  all 
his  life.  His  published  sermon  on  the  death  of  his  Majesty  George  the 
3d,  and  the  happy  accession  of  his  blessed  Majesty  George  the  3d,  has 
been  in  my  possession.  Soon  after  this  he  was  made  D.D.  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  and  also  by  Dartmouth  College.  But  ever  ready 
to  put  his  liberal  principles  into  practice,  he  was  among  the  first  to 
shoulder  a  parson's  musket,  and  to  join  General  Sullivan,  John  Lang- 
don,  and  other  patriots  in  1774,  who  resisted  the  King's  government  and 
took  away  his  arms  and  ammunition;  and  afterwards  he  used  the 
earth  under  his  own  meeting-house  and  other  old  buildings  with 
which  he  made  saltpetre  to  manufacture  powder  for  our  army.  "With 
that  musket  and  in  the  saltpetre-vats  I  have  had  many  a  boyish  sport. 
When  Washington's  death  was  announced  to  my  father  in  1799,  I  was 
a  boy  of  twelve  years  old,  and  witnessed  the  shock  that  event  gave  him. 
It  was  unexpected  and  completely  overwhelming.  He  retired  to  his 
study  speechless,  and  the  old  man  was  like  a  tender  boy  bereft  of  a 
beloved  parent,  and  so  seemed  every  one  that  I  met  with  in  the  street. 

"  Such  honors  Ilion  to  her  heroes  paid, 

And  peaceful  slept  the  mighty  Hector's  shade." 

Suffer  nic  now,  sir,  to  write  you  a  few  lines  (instead  of  saying  nothing 
in  the  style  of  one  in  whose  praise  so  much  can  be  said),  concerning 
Colonel  Tobias  Lear,  the  subject  of  the  letter  now  enclosed  to  you.  Who 
it  was  that  first  made  Washington  to  know  him  and  to  write  to  my 
father  for  a  recommendation  of  him,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  presume  it  was 
some  of  the  Congressmen,  then  in.  session  in  Philadelphia  forming  the 
Constitution.  He  was  a  member  of  Washington's  family,  and  his  confi- 
dential secretary  for  fourteen  years.  He  was  at  his  bed-side  when  ho 
died,  and  wrote  a  particular  memoir  of  his  sickness  and  decease.  His 
mother  was  a  dignified  old  lady  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  living  in  a  ven- 
erable mansion,  where  Washington  called  upon  her  in  1789,  as  appears 
by  his  private  memorandum.  She  was  very  deaf,  but  polite  and  stately 
in  her  manners.  She  was  a  member  of  my  father's  congregation,  whom 
we  always  called  Madam.  I  have  seen  at  her  house  many  gifts  and 
reminiscences  of  the  Washington  and  Custis  families. 

Whatever  disparagement  Col.  Lear's  reputation  may  have  received 
after  Washington's  death,  owing  to  political  opposition,  I  cannot  but 
think  that  the  high  satisfaction  he  gave  to  Washington  and  the  enco- 
miums paid  him  by  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  who  had  access  to  his  private 
papers  and  knew  him  well,  must  ever  be  considered  a  sufficient  justifi- 
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catiou  for  the  letter  my  father  gave  him,  and  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 
of  his  countrymen.    • 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

C.  C.  HAVEN. 

Copy  of  an  unpublished  letter  from  General  Washington  to  Rev. 
Samuel  Haven,  D.  D.,  Portsmouth,  N.  II. : 

MOUNT  VERNON,  Mar.  10,  1787. 

REV'D  SIR  :  Although  I  gave  the  greatest  credence  to  your  account 
of  the  talents  and  good  behaviour  of  Mr.  Lear,  yet  before  I  subscribed 
to  them,  I  was  desirous  of  a  little  time  to  form  my  own  judgement  of 
both. 

To  this,  and  to  this  only,  you  will  be  pleased  to  attribute  my  not 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th  of  May,  at  an  earlier 
period. 

It  is  with  pleasure  I  now  inform  you,  that  the  deportment  of  this 
young  Gentleman  since  he  has  been  a  member  of  my  family,  has  been 
so  perfectly  proper  and  pleasing  as  to  render  him  highly  esteemed. 
Sensible  that  saying  this  to  a  gentleman  who  has  discovered  an  interest 
in  his  welfare,  could  not  be  unpleasing,  is  the  cause  of  my  giving  you 
the  trouble  of  this  letter,  at  the  same  time  that  it  affords  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  thanking  you  for  the  polite  and  affectionate  wishes  with  which 
your  letter  is  replete,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  respect  with  which 

I  am,  Rev'd  Sir, 

Your  most  ObetTt  H'ble  Ser't. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 

The  Rev'd  SAM'L  HAVEN. 


FROM  REV.  JAS.  E.  BERNARD. 

BOARD  VILLE,  N.  J.,  July  21,  18G8. 
Mr.  S.  H.  CoMJAii: 

DEAR  SIR  :  Enclosed  please  liud  copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  two 
tomb-stones  in  the  Cemetery  at  Ring-wood,  N.  J.  (<>f  which  we  spake 
when  I  saw  you  at  your  house). 

The  fact,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  as  communicated  to  me  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Messier,  of  Somerville,  I  will  give  you  in  the  following  extract  from 
his  letter : 

"When  at  Dryburgh  Abbey,  visiting  the  tomb  of  Walter  Scott  and 
his  wife,  I  observed  a  small  mural  tablet  near  by.  from  which  I  copied 
the  following  inscription:  'Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Henry 
Erskine  and  his  sons  Ralph  and  Ebeuezer  Erskine,  ministers  of  the  Se- 


100  SELECTIONS   FROM   COURESPOXDENCE. 

cession  Church  of  Scotland.  Henry  was  born  at  Dry  burgh,  last  of  33 
children  of  Ralph  Erskine  of  Sealfield  and  Dryburgh,  descended  from 
a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  Regent  of  Scotland  in  James  Vlth's  reign. 
Henry  was  Minister  of  Cornhill,  died  after  being  imprisoned  in  the 
tower  of  Bass-rock  Aug.  10,  1696. 

Ralph,  Minister  of  Dunfermline  died  Nv.  16,  1752. 

Ebenezcr,  Minister  of  Potomac  died  June  2,  1754. 

Erected  by  Sir  David  Erskine  of  Dryburgh  Abbey." 
This  extract  may  perhaps  be  of  some  interest  to  you. 

COPIES   OF   THE   INSCRIPTIONS  ON  TWO  TOMB-STONES   AT 
RINGWOOD,  PASSAIC   COUNTY,  NEW  JERSEY. 

In  memory  of  Robert  Erskine  F.  R.  S. 

Geographer  and  Surveyor  General  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Sou  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Erskine,  late  Minister  at  Dunfcrmline  in  Scotland. 

Bom  September  7th  1735.     Died  October  2d,  1780. 

Aged  45  yrs.  and  25  days. 

In  memory  of  Robert  Monteath, 

Clark  to  Robert  Erskiue,  Esq. 

Born  at  Dunblain  in  Scotland. 

Died  Dec.  2,  1778. 

Aged  33  yrs. 


GRANT    FROM  LORD    JOHN  BERKELEY   AND   SIR  GEORGE 

CARTERET. 

From  the  Original  presented  "by  Mr.  J.  Lawrtnce  Kearny. 

To  our  Governo1'  &  Councill  as  also  to  ye  Receiv1"  Genrall  of  or  Pro- 
vince of  new  Cesarea  or  new  Jersey 

Wee  doe  hereby  signifie  vnto  you  or  either  of  you,  that  it  is  our  good 
will  and  pleasure  to  manifest  our  grace  &  bounty  vnto  yc  Justices 
Magestrates  &  freeholders  of  y°  towne  &  Corperacon  of  "Woodbridge  in 
yc  prouince  aboucsaid  so  farr  foth  as  to  give  vnto  them  one  third  part  or 
yc  high  or  quit-t  rents  due  vnto  vs  our  heiresor  success1"8  for  seucn  yeares 
next  to  come  from  yc  date  hereof  after  wcu  time  of  seuen  yeares  they  ye 
sd  Corperacon  or  township  are  to  pay  the  full  proporc011  of  rent  to  vs  or 
Heires  and  assigns  according  to  their  Charters  and  Patients. 

Wee  doe  further  order  you  or  Govrnor  and  Councill  or  Receivr  Genrall 
to  pay  vnto  Samuell  Moore  of  Woodbridge  or  his  Order  for  vs  out  [of 
s'l]  Quitt  rents  yearly  for  ye  space  of  geuen  yeares  next  to  come  from 
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ye  date  hereof  the  suuim  of  tcnn  pounds  yearely,  the  wcu  we  will  allow 
of 

And  wee  Likewise  prmitt  you  to  graunt  viito  Samuell  Moore  aboussaid 
yor  warrant  ifor  him  to  take  vp  Sixty  acres  of  Vplaud  for  each  head  that 
properly  belongs  to  him  (besides  such  hee  hath  already  taken  vp  for) 
although  they  are  not  of  age  according  to  ye  Concessions  wtu  ye  Marsh 
and  Meadow  ground  adioyning  therevnto,  and  if  no  Marsh  or  Meadow 
ground  bee  adioyning  hee  may  have  Liberty  to  take  so  much  neeres1 
adiacent  therevnto  as  is  allotted  to  ye  proporcon  of  Vpland  according  to 
your  discretion,  and  when  Surveyed  to  graiuit  him  a  pattent  for  ye  same 
hee  paying  or  Quitt  rent. 

Given  vnder  our  hands  and  seales  at  Whitehall  yc  7th  day  of  December, 
1672. 

G.  CARTERET. 

JO.  BERKLEY.         ^   SEAL. 


ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  21,  1869. 

From  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society — Documents  and  Records 

relating  to  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Earliest  Period 

of  its  Settlement :   1623-1686.     Vol.  I. 
From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society, 

Vol.  VIII.     Fourth  Series. 
From  the  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin — Reports   and  Collections  of 

the  State  Historical  Society  for  the  years  1867,  '68  and  '69.     Vol.  V. 

Parts  1,  2  and  3. 
From   the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The   Annals   of  Iowa.      July   and 

October,  1868. 
From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society — Origin  and  Growth  of  Liberty 

in  Maryland.     By  Geo.  Wm.  Brown.     Fifth  Annual  Discourse,  13th 

April,  1850. 

Reports  of  the  President  of  the  Society,  1850  and  '58. 
The  Maryland  Historical  Society  and  the  Peabody  Institute.   By 

Brantz  Meyer,  April,  1866. 

Hon.  Wm.  Fell  Giles'  Annual  Discourse  (the  Tenth)  before  the  So- 
ciety, 17th  Dec.,  1866. 


102  DONATIONS. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  with  the  list  of  Officers, 
Honorary.  Corresponding  and  Active  Members.  1867. 

Life  and  Services  of  Gen.  Otho  Holland  Williams,  of  the  Maryland 
Line.  By  Osmond  Tiffany,  1851. 

Baltimore — Long,  Long  Time  Ago,  etc.,  etc.  (Poems).  By  W.  B. 
Buchanan,  1853. 

Who  were  the  Early  Settlers  of  Maryland?  By  Rev.  Dr.  Ethan 
Allen ;  October  1865. 

Memoir  of  John  H.  Alexander,  LL.D.,  read  before  the  Society  May 
2,  1867.  By  Wm.  Pinkney,  D.  D. 

History,  Possessions  and  Prospects  of  the  Society.  Inaugural  Dis- 
course of  B.  Meyer  as  President,  7th  March,  1867 — the  first  issue  of 
the  Publication  Fund. 

The  First  Commander  of  Kent  Island  (George  Evelin).  By  Sebas- 
tian F.  Streeter,  late  Secretary  M.  H.  S.  1868. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society. 
Special  Meeting,  June  2,  1868. 

From  tlie  American  Pltilo&opltical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
vol.  X.,  Nos.  78,  79  and  80. 

From  the  Stnitliwnian  Institution — Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Know- 
ledge, vol.  XV.  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Institution,  for  1867. 

From  the  Neio  England  Historic-Genealogical  Society — The  Hist,  and  Gen. 
Register,  vol.  XXH.,  Nos.  3  and  4.  Vol.  XXV.,  No.  1.  A  Discourse 
commemorative  of  John  A.  Andrew,  Late  President  of  the  Society. 
By  Rev.  Elias  Nason.  Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wildcr's  Address  (President 
of  the  Society)  Jan.  6, 1869. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Second 
Series.  Part  1. 

From  David  A.  Hayes — Correspondence  between  the  Hon.  John  Adams 
and  Wm.  Cunningham,  Esq.  LXHI  Letters,  beginning  in  1803  and 
ending  in  1812.  1823. 

J.  Q.  Adams'  Oration  at  Quincy,  Mass.,  July  4,  1831. 

Lives  of  Celebrated  Statesmen,  by  J.  Q.  Adams,  with  a  Sketch  of 
the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Upham.  1846. 

The  Jubilee  of  the  Constitution,  a  Discourse  30th  April,  1839. 

Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Lafayette,  31st  Dec.,  1834,  by 
John  Q.  Adams. 

The  following  speeches  by  Daniel  Webster : 
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Speech  iu  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  Feb.  10,  1844,  in  the 
case  of  Stephen  Girard's  Will.  A  Defence  of  the  Christian  Religion. 

Vindication  of  the  Treaty  of  Washington  of  1842,  in  the  Senate, 
April  1846. 

Speech  at  Niblo's  Saloon,  New  York,  15th  March  1837. 

Discourse  in  Commemoration  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Aug.  2.  1820. 

Speech  on  the  President's  Protest,  in  the  Senate,  May  7,  1834. 

Speech  on  the  Greek  Revolution  in  the  H.  of  R.  Dec.  1823. 

Argument  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  Rhode  Island  Question, 
Jan.  27,  1848. 

Remarks  on  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Daniel  Webster,  taken  (with 
some  additions)  from  the  18th  No.  Amer.  Quarterly  Review. 


The  following  sermons  : — 

Dr.  Griffin's  Farewell  Sermon,  Newark,  May  28,  1809. 

Dr.  Griffin's  Sermon  before  the  Amer.  Board  of  Missions,  Sept.  14, 
1826. 

Dr.  Springs,  on  the  Doctrine  of  Election,  Dec.,  1816. 

Lyman  Beecher's  Sermon,  at  Newark,  Oct.  1808,  "The  Government 
of  God  desirable." 

Address  at  the  Funeral  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Gumming,  by  James  Richards, 
A.  M.,  June  24,  1812. 

Wm.  J.  Armstrong's  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  David  J.  Burr,  Rich- 
mond, Ya.,  1838. 

Dr.  Emmon's  Sermon  at  Wrentham,  March,  1816,  at  the  Funeral  of 
Mrs.  Farrington. 

Discourse  at  Williamsburg,  Nov.  1828,  at  the  Funeral  of  Mrs.  Fide- 
lia Lord.  By  Edward  Hitchcock,  Prof,  in  Amherst  College. 

Rev.  W.  T.  Hamilton's  Sermon,  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Eli/a,  wife  of 
Gen.  D.  S.  Clinch,  Mobile,  May  24,  1835. 

"Grounds  of  Thanksgiving.*'  W.  T.  Hamilton's  Discourse  at 
Xewark,  Dec.  3,  1831. 

"  The  Bush  that  Burned  with  Fire,''  a  Sermon  by  Bishop  G.  W. 
Doane,  Dec.  31,  1840. 

li  The  Building  up  of  the  Church."  By  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Wiltbank 
M.  A.,  preached  at  Stratford,  on  resigning  the  rectorship,  1842. 

"  Church  Discipline,  as  Instrumental  to  Christian  Unity ;''  the  An- 
nual Sermpn  before  the  Annual  Convention,  Diocese  of  N.  J.,  May, 
1843,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Ogilby,  M.  A. 
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The  Ministers  Rule  of  Duty.  A  Sermon  by  Prof.  E.  Hitchcock, 
Dec.  3,  1828,  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  F.  Griswold  at  South  Had- 
lov  Canal. 


Puseyisra  or  Newmania,  exhibited  from  the  diverse  writings  of 
Bishop  Doane  and  Bishop  M'llvaine,  with  some  remarks  on  Apostolic 
Succession,  &c.  By  a  Presbyterian. 

Story's  Discourse  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  Aug.  25, 
1826,  Boston. 

Oration  by  J.  G.  Percival,  M.  D.,  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
Sept.  10,  1822,  New  Haven. 

Time.  A  Poem  by  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Clinch,  A.  M.,  at  Washington 
College,  Aug.  4,  1841. 

Essays  on  Slavery ;  re-published  from  the  Boston  Recorder  and 
Telegraph,  for  1825.  By  Vigornius  and  others. 

President  Humphrey's  Parallel  between  Intemperance  and  the 
Slave  Trade,  1828. 

President  Fisk's  Address,  July  4,  1835,  before  the  Middletown  Col- 
onization Society. 

An  Address  to  the  Presbyterians  of  Kentucky,  proposing  a  Plan  for 
the  Instruction  and  Emancipation  of  their  Slaves.  By  a  Committee 
of  the  Synod.  1836. 

Historical  Notes  on  Slavery  and  Colonization,  and  of  efforts  in  New 
Jersey  made  in  favor  of  Colonization.  1842. 

Speeches  of  "W.  H.  Seward,  Lewis  Cass,  J.  C.  Calhoun  and  Daniel 
Webster,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  in  U.  S.  Senate.  March,  1850. 

Freedom  or  Despotism.     A  Discourse  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Fish.     185G. 

H.  C.  Carey's  Letter  on  the  Slave  Question.     1848. 

The  Pope's  Bull,  and  the  words  of  Daniel  O'Connell,  on  Slavery. 

Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer's  Discourse  on  Popular  Education,  delivered  at 
Princeton,  Sept.  26,  1836. 

Address  by  Nicholas  Biddle,  LL.D.,  at  Princeton,  Sept.  29,  1835. 

Win.  Wirt's  Discourse  on  the  Lives  and  Characters  of  Jefferson  and 
Adams,  at  Washington,  Oct.  19,  1826. 

Chief  Justice  Hornblower's  Discourse.  April  17,  1841,  at  Newark. 
In  memory  of  Win.  Henry  Harrison. 

Charles  King's  Eulogy  upon  John  Q.  Adams,  at  Elizabeth,  April  5, 
1848. 

Outline  of  the  Life  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio.     1840. 

Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     (Tribune  Tract).  , 

National  Medals  of  America.     By  Thomas  Wyatt,  A.  M.     1854. 
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Antiquities  of  America.     A  Lecture  by  A.  Davis.     1847. 

Olden  Time  in  New  York,  by  Those  who  knew.     1833. 

Memoir  upon  Upper  California.     By.  J.  C.  Fremont.     1848. 

Eulogium  on  Gen.  Garret  D.  Wall,  by  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer.     1851. 

Oration  upon  "  Our  Sleeping  Heroes,"  Feb.  22,  1866.  By  J.  David- 
son, Esq. 

Oration  delivered  by  Gov.  Parker,  July  4,  1865.  "Memorial  of 
John  Hart." 

Wni.  W.  Miller's  Address  before  Newark  Bible  Society,  June,  1824. 

Constitution,  &c.,  with  Theodore  Frelinghuy sen's  Address  before 
the  Newark  Female  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.  1823. 

Can  the  Camden  and  Arnboy  Monopoly  be  abolished  ?  Address  of 
the  Canal  and  Railroad  Companies  to  the  People  of  N.  J.,  and  Re- 
view of  the  address,  by  a  Citizen  of  Burlington,  1848. 

Appeal  of  Com.  R.  F.  Stockton  to  the  People  of  N.  J.     1849. 

History  of  the  Railroad  Conflict  in  the  84th  Legislature,  from 
authentic  documents.  1860. 

John  P.  Jackson's  Correspondence  with  Citizens  of  New  Jersey  on 
a  General  Railroad  System.  1860. 

Railroad  Management  in  New  Jersey,  its  influence  upon  the  New 
York  Suburbs.  By  Norman.  1864. 

Acts  of  Incorporation  of  the  several  Passenger  Railway  Companies 
in  Philadelphia.  1858. 

Opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  cases  of  "  Smith  vs.  Turner,"  and  "  Norris  vs.  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton." 1848. 

Opinion  of  Justice  Grier,  in  case  of  Wm.  B.  Sickels  and  others  vs. 
the  Gloucester  Manufacturing  Co.  1857. 

National  and  State  Taxation  ;  their  operation  and  results  as  affect- 
ing Life  Insurance,  with  Appendix.  1862. 

Letters  to  the  Members  of  the  Amer.  Tract  Society,  on  the  Tract 
Controversy,  by  the  Boston  Secretary.  1858. 

Correspondence  between  the  Wardens  and  Vestry  and  the  Rector 
and  Assistant  Minister  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston.  1846. 

Proceedings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Greene  Foundation,  relative  to 
the  Resignation  of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Watson. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Old  Dominion.    Nos.  3  and  4.    Richmond.     1827. 

Address  before  the  Alumni  of  Rutgers  College,  July  16th,  1839. 
By  Garret  J.  Garretson,  A.  M. 

An  Address  July  14,  1840.     By  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  D.  D. 
An  Oration  before  the  Alumni,  July  18, 1837.     By  Cornelius  C.  Van- 
arsdalen. 
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Address  by  J.  P.  Bradley,  Esq.,  before  the  Literary  Societies  of 
Rutgers  College,  July  24,  1849. 

An  Address  before  the  Societies  of  Rutgers  College,  July,  1831.  By 
Theodore  Frelinghuyscu. 

An  Address,  at  the  Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  Building 
erecting  for  the  Charity  Institution  in  Arnherst,  Mass.,  Aug.  9,  1820. 
By  Noah  Webster,  Esq. 

A  Sermon  on  the  same  occasion.  By  Daniel  A.  Clark,  and  a  brief 
account  of  the  origin  of  the  Institution. 

Discussion  in  the  Senate  concerning  Ainherst  College.  Jan.  23, 1824, 
with  sundry  statements. 

President  Humphrey's  Inaugural  Address,  Oct.  15,  1823. 

President  Humphrey's  Sermon,  Feb.  23,  1827,  at  the  Dedication  of 
the  College  Chapel. 

An  Address  before  the  Alexandrian  Society,  Aug.  21,  1827,  at  Am- 
herst.  By  Daniel  A.  Clark,  A.  M. 

A  Sermon  by  Royal  Washburn,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Arnherst, 
April  9,  1829.  on  Evils  which  threaten  our  Country. 

Edward  Everett's  Oration  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  at 
Cambridge,  Aug.  27,  1824. 

Oration  at  Cambridge.  July  4,  1826. 

Oration  at  Concord,  April  19,  1825. 

Oration  at  Plymouth,  Dec.  22,  1824. 


And  the  following  Fourth  of  July  Sermons  and  Orations : 

Independence  Sermon,  at  Hanover,  N.  J.,  1814.    By  Daniel  A.  Clark. 

Oration,  1819,  in  Trinity  Church,  Newark.     By  John  Rogers. 

Oration,  1823,  delivered  at  Newark.     By  Hooper  Gumming,  D.  D. 

Oration  by  Asbury  Dickens,  1825,  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington. 

The  First  Jubilee  of  American  Independence,  and  Tribute  of  Grati- 
tude to  the  Illustrious  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Newark,  N.  J.,  1820. 
The  Addresses  by  Win.  Halsey,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Win.  S.  Penuing- 
ton ;  the  Funeral  Discourse  by  Rev.  Philip  C.  Hay. 

Oration,  1826,  at  Northampton,  Mass.     By  George  Bancroft. 

Josiah  Quincy's  Oration,  at  Boston,  1820. 

Address  at  Springfield,  N.  J.,  1826,  by  Sylvester  Cooke. 

Address  by  Samuel  L.  Southard,  A.  M.,  before  the  Newark  Mechan- 
ics' Association,  1830. 

Address  before  the  Whigs  of  Newark,  1834.     By  Oliver  S.  Halsted. 

Oration  by  Dr.  Stephen  Congar,  in  Newark,  1835. 
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From  the  State  of  Neic  Jersey — Laws.  Senate  Journal.  House  Minutes 
and  Legislative  Documents,  for  18(58. 

From  the  Adjutant-  General  of  Missouri — The  General's  Reports  for  the 
years  1861,  '62,  '63  '64  and  '65 ;  with  the  Official  Register  of  Missouri 
Troops  for  the  year  1862. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D — A  Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character 
of  Rev.  "Wm.  R.  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Late  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  By  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Robinson,  his  Col- 
league. 

Semi-Centennial  Sermon  of  the  Seventh  Presbyterian  Church,  New 
York  City,  March  29, 1868.  By  the  Pastor  Rev.  T.  M.  Dawson,  A.  M., 
with  Rev.  Dr.  T.R.  Smith's  Historical  Address  to  the  Sabbath  School. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Rev.  George 
Duffield,  D.  D.,  by  Rev.  William  A.  McCorkle,  August,  1868. 

Address  delivered  before  the  Trustees*  Faculty  and  Students  of  the 
Indiana  State  "University,  by  Conrad  Baker,  June  30,  1868. 

From  Mrs.  Mary  Rogers— Annual  Report  of  the  Protestant  Foster 
Home  Society  of  the  City  of  Newark,  1848  to  1868 ;  bound. 

From  Robert  Clarke — Historical  Account  of  Bouquet's  Expedition 
against  the  Ohio  Indians,  in  1764,  with  Preface  by  Francis  Parkman, 
and  a  Translation  of  Dumas'  Biographical  Sketch  of  Gen.  Bouquet. 
Published  by  R.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1868. 

From  the  Boston  Public  Library — Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Annual  Re- 
ports of  the  Trustees,  1867  and  1868. 

From  Harvard  College. — Annual  Report  of  the  President  for  the  Aca- 
demical Years  1867  and  1868. 

From  the  Quarter-Master-  General,  U.  S.  Army — List  of  Distances  in 
the  United  States,  compiled  from  the  latest  information  attainable. 

From  Thomas  C.  Merwin — A  Piece  of  the  Dock  at  Delft  Haven,  cut 
from  the  Dock  by  Capt.  Nehemiah  Rich,  in  1854. 

From  J.  H.  Clark — Fac-simile  of  an  order  to  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk, 
(Mass.)  to  attach  the  bodies  of  Rogers,  Loveage  and  Sadler,  presen- 
ted by  the  Grand  Jury,  for  absence  from  Public  Worship.  Annoque 
Domini,  1733. 

From  Samuel  Wilde — Two  old  engravings,  "  The  Dragon  Chained," 
dedicated  to  "  George  Lord  Carteret ;  "  and  "  The  Seven  Seals  of  the 
Book,"  dedicated  to  George  Earl,  of  Berkeley,  by  Richard  Blome. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  J.  Ross  Browne  on  the 
Mineral  Resources  of  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Trial  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  before 
the  Senate  of  the  U,  S.  on  Impeachment  by  the  H.  of  R.     3  vols. 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 
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ADDRESS. 


SINCE  our  last  annual  meeting,  we  have  Tjeen  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  our  late  venerable  and  honored  President,  JAMES  PARKER  ; 
and  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  Society,  I  am  here  to-day  to  attempt 
a  sketch  of  his  life  and  character.  A  life,  prolonged  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  period  of  human  existence, — a  life  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
public,  and  in  doing  good  to  others, — a  life,  the  record  of  which  con- 
tains no  line  that  those  who  loved  him  most  would  wish  to  blot, — a 
character,  which  in  all  its  relations,  public  as  well  as  private,  was  pure 
and  stainless; — an  incorruptible  patriot — a  sincere  Christian — a  con- 
scientious politician,  who  never  gave  up  to  party  what  was  meant  for 
mankind-  -who  was  too  fond  of  the  right  to  pursue  what  was  merely 
thought  expedient, — who,  while  not  shrinking  from  any  post  of  duty  to 
which  he  was  called,  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office — who  valued  only 
that  popularity  which  follows  a  good  man,  not  that  which  is  run  after  : 
— such  a  life  and  character,  ought  to  be  had  in  lasting  remembrance, 
ought  to  be  held  up  for  study  and  imitation.  They  are  the  richest  leg- 
acy he  could  have  bequeathed  to  his  children.  They  are  a  part  of  the 
treasure  of  this  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

James  Parker  was  born  March  3,  1776,  in  Bethlehem  township,  Hun- 
terdon  County,  where  his  father  had  sought  a  retreat  for  his  family,  du- 
ring that  storm  of  war  which  burst  upon  the  State,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  revolutionary  struggle.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Parker,  one  of 
the  Provincial  Council  before  the  revolution,  and  a  leading  member  of 
the  Board  of  Proprietors  of  the  Colony.  His  mother  was  Gertrude,  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  William  Skinner,  for  more  than  thirty  years  the  rec- 
tor of  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  the  father  of  Cortlandt 
Skinner,  the  last  Attorney-General  under  the  Crown.* 

On  the  recurrence  of  peace  in  1783,  the  family  of  Mr.  Parker  returned 
to  Perth  Amboy,  to  that  interesting  old  mansion,  so  well  described  by 
Mr.  Whitehead,  in  his  Contributions  to  East  Jersey  History,  from  whose 

*  See  Note  A. 
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portals  six  or  seven  generations  have  issued  to  engage  in  the  active  bu- 
siness of  life ;  within  whose  walls,  the  soldier,  the  lawyer,  the  merchant, 
the  legislator,  have  been  trained  to  usefulness,  and  whose  daughters, 
wives,  and  mothers,  have  imbibed  those  principles  of  virtue,  which, 
carried  thence,  have  diffused  their  healthful  influence  far  and  wide ; 
where  true  hospitality  and  charity  have  ever  abounded  ;  where  cheer- 
fulness has  at  all  times  lent  its  charms  to  attract  both  young  and  old  ; 
and  where  religion  has  ever  sanctified  the  active  duties  of  the  world. 

In  1787,  Mr.  Parker,  then  a  boy  of  eleven  years,  and  who  had  pre- 
viously enjoyed  only  the  advantages  of  home  education,  was  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  I.  Bend,  then  Rector  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  at  Perth  Amboy,  to  pursue  his  classical  studies.  Upon  the  re- 
moval of  that  gentleman  to  the  South,  in  the  following  year,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  a  Mr.  Frazer,  who  was  Principal  of  a  school 
of  some  repute  at  Am  well,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  1790,  when  he  became  a  student  of  Columbia  College, 
New  York,  and  was  graduated  in  1793,  being  second  in  his  class  in 
point  of  scholarship.  As  he  was  destined  for  mercantile  pursuits,  he 
was  placed,  after  leaving  College,  in  the  counting-house  of  Mr.  John 
Murray,  then  a  leading  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Here  he 
remained  until  1797,  when  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  called 
home,  to  lighten  and  relieve  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  his  widowed 
mother,  his  elder  brother  John  having  permanently  established  himself 
at  New  Brunswick.  Thus,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Parker 
found  himself  suddenly  charged  with  the  management  of  a  large  lan- 
ded estate,  and  the  acknowledged  head  of  a  family,  whose  numerous 
members  looked  up  to  him  for.  advice,  assistance  and  support.  The  re- 
sponsibilities with  which  he  was  thus  laden,  at  this  period  of  his  life, 
exerted  an  influence  upon  the  whole  of  his  subsequent  career,  by  induc- 
ing habits  of  thoughtfulness,  self-reliance,  firmness  and  independence, 
qualities  which  were  among  the  most  striking  traits  in  his  character. 

The  cares  and  labors  which  hehad  assumed,  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
were  sufficient  to  engross  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention, 
and  for  some  years,  left  him  little  leisure  for  public  affairs.  His  first 
entrance  into  political  life  was  in  1806,  when  he  was  just  thirty  years 
of  age.  He  was  elected  that  year  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  County  of  Middlesex.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  legisla- 
tive career,  a  career,  destined  to  be  a  long,  a  useful,  and  a  most  honora- 
ble one.  He  was  re-elected,  annually,  for  eight  successive  years,  from 
1800  to  1814 ;  and  then, after  an  interval  of  one  year,  from  1815  to  1819  ; 
and  again,  after  a  retirement  of  eight  years,  he  consented  once  more  to 
serve  in  the  session  of  1827-8.  He  was  a  Federalist  of  the  school  of 
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Washington  and  Hamilton,  and  the  time  has  come,  when  no  man  need 
be  ashamed,  that  he  or  those  whose  name  he  bears,  were  members  of 
that  party.  He  was  a  Federalist,  and  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
year  1812,  he  was  always  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  But 
such  was  his  well-known  integrity,  his  straight-forward  honesty,  his 
peculiar  capacity  for  business,  and  his  manly  independence,  that  he 
always  exerted  a  commanding  influence  in  that  body.  Its  records  teem 
with  manifestations  of  his  untiring  industry,  of  his  great  ability,  and 
his  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  the  State. 
On  almost  every  page,  are  to  be  found  exhibitions  of  his  active  mind, 
of  his  public  spirit,  of  his  large  and  liberal  views.  One,  whose  atten- 
tion has  never  been  called  to  the  subject,  will  be  surprised  to  find,  with 
how  many  wise  and  useful  laws  he  enriched  our  statute  book.  Let  me 
allude  to  a  few  of  the  most  important  of  them  ;  for  to  notice  them  all, 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  assigned  to  this  discourse. 

Of  the  measures  which  originated  with  Mr.  Parker,  the  earliest  in 
point  of  time  to  which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant and  lasting  in  its  results,  was  the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the 
support  of  free  schools.  New  Jersey,  was  at  that  time,  far  behind  many 
of  her  sister  States  in  the  march  of  popular  education.  There  were,  no 
doubt,  within  her  borders  many  excellent  private  schools,  and  a  number 
of  flourishing  academies,  but  nothing  whatever  had  been  done  by  her, 
as  a  State,  for  the  promotion  of  education.  She  had  no  system  of  com- 
mon schools — no  fund  for  their  support.  Various  efforts  had  been  made, 
to  awaken  the  Legislature  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
and  to  induce  them  to  take  some  steps  towards  remedying  this  defi- 
ciency. But  there  were  serious  difficulties  in  the  way.  There  were 
prejudices  to  overcome,  and  the  plea  of  poverty  to  encounter.  One  of 
these  attempts  was  made  in  1809  ;  but  while  the  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Assembly,  one  of  the  members  of  that  body, 
more  noted  for  his  zeal  than  his  discretion,  ad-luced  the  example  of  Con- 
necticut, and  pointed  to  the  intelligence  and  enterprise  of  her  people  as 
among  the  results  of  her  common  schools  ;  whereupon  a  gentleman  from 
the  county  of  Sussex  observed,  that  in  his  part  of  the  country,  whenever 
a  Connecticut  man  made  his  appearance,  every  one  instinctively  put  his 
hands  in  his  pocket,  for  fear  it  might  be  picked,  and  that  if  such  was  the 
result  of  common  schools,  New  Jersey  was  better  without  them.  This, 
of  course,  brought  down  the  house,  and  effectually  defeated  the  measure 
proposed.  In  1811,  the  Legislature  chartered  a  number  of  State  banks, 
and  reserved  to  the  State  the  right  to  subscribe  to  one-half  of  their 
capital  stock.  In  1812,  it  was  determined  that  this  right  of  subscrip- 
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tion  on  the  part  of  the  State  should  be  sold,  and  owing  mainly  to  the 
successful  efforts  of  Mr.  Parker  to  prevent  it  from  being  sacrificed,  a 
very  considerable  sum  of  money  was  realized  from  the  sale.  The 
treasury  being  thus  replenished,  and  the  plea  of  poverty  being  no  lon- 
ger available,  Mr.  Parker  thought  the  time  had  come,  when  something 
should  be  done  for  the  cause  of  education.  On  the  1st  of  November, 
1813,  he  introduced  a  resolution,  appropriating  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
towards  a  fund  for  the  support  of  free  schools.  It  did  not  meet  with 
much  favor,  however.  It  was  first  postponed  to  an  adjourned  session, 
and  then  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  not  made  the  chair- 
man, and  although  a  report  was  made  recommending  some  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  free  schools,  yet  nothing  effectual  was  done,  and  the 
money,  which  seemed  to  have  been  so  providentially  provided  for  this 
purpose,  was  paid  to  the  General  Government,  in  order  to  secure  the 
reduction  guaranteed  to  every  state,  that  paid  in  advance  its  quota  of 
the  direct  tax  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1814. 

But  not  disheartened  by  this  failure,  Mr.  Parker,  in  the  session  of 
.  1816-17,  revived  the  subject  in  which  he  felt  so  deep  an  interest,  and 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1817,  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  free  schools  in  this  State.  The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted, and  a  committee  appointed,  of  which  he  was  the  chairman.  Their 
action  was  prompt  and  decided.  On  the  5th  of  February,  they  reported 
a  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  create  a  fund-for  the  support  of  free  schools." 
It  passed  the  Assembly  on  the  llth,*  and  the  Council  on  the  following 
day  ;  and  thus  the  foundation  of  the  School  Fund  in  New  Jersey  was 
laid.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  trace  the  history  of  this  fund ;  how  it  has 
accumulated  to  its  present  amount ;  how  its  proceeds  have  from  time  to 
time  been  applied  to  the  promotion  of  education ;  how,  through  its  in- 
strumentality, common  schools  have  been  established ;  and  how  it  cul- 
minated at  last  in  the  creation  of  a  Normal  School,  of  which  New  Jer- 
sey may  well  be  proud,  and  of  an  educational  system,  which  may  chal- 
lenge a  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  I  will 
only  say,  that  when  the  history  of  the  great  movement  on  behalf  of 
popular  education  in  our  State  comes  to  be  written,  the  first,  and  the 
highest  place  in  it,  will  be  assigned  to  James  Parker. 

As  early  as  1789,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  more  easy  partition  of 
lands  held  by  copartners,  joint  tenants  and  tenants  in  common,  designed 
to  avoid  the  dilatory  and  expensive  proceedings  at  common  law  upon 

*  Ayes,  24 ;  noes,  14. 
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writs  of  partition.  No  provision,  however,  was  made  by  this  act  for 
cases,  when  such  lands  were  incapable  of  division,  or  so  circumstanced, 
that  a  partition  could  not  be  made  without  great  prejudice  to  the  own- 
ers.  The  consequence  was,  that  frequent  applications  were  made  to  the 
Legislature  for  the  passage  of  private  acts,  authorizing  the  sale  of  such 
real  estate,  and  the  division  of  the  proceeds  among  those  who  were 
entitled  to  them.  These  applications  were  very  troublesome  and  incon- 
venient to  the  persons  applying,  consumed  the  time  of  the  Legislature, 
and  retarded  the  business  of  the  State.  They  were,  besides,  too  often 
passed  upon  without  due  examination,  or  upon  an  erroneous  statement 
of  facts,  and  thus  worked  great  injury  and  injustice,  particularly  in  the 
case  of  minor  children.  To  remedy  this  evil,  which  was  yearly  increas- 
ing, Mr.  Parker  introduced  a  bill,  giving  to  the  Courts  the  power  of 
ordering  a  sale  of  lauds  so  situated,  and  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of 
special  acts  of  the  Legislature.  The  bill  passed  both  houses,  and  be- 
came a  law  on  the  7th  of  February,  1816,  and  still  remains  upon  the 
statute  book.  Much  litigation  has  been  saved,  and  much  injustice  pre- 
vented, by  this  judicious  meusurc. 

The  law,  which  provided  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to 
take  the  acknowledgments  or  proofs  of  deeds,  was  another  useful  meas- 
ure, which  originated  with  Mr.  Parker.  This  duty  had  before  been 
confined  to  Judges  and  Masters  in  Chancery,  a  state  of  things  which 
contributed  greatly  to  that  multiplication  of  Common  Pleas  Judges, 
which  at  one  time  made  that  Court  an  object  of  ridicule  and  contempt. 
In  some  of  the  counties,  the  number  was  so  great,  that  the  bench  would 
not  hold  the  half  of  them.  They  had  sought  the  office,  chiefly  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds. 

By  the  common  law,  aliens  were  incapable  of  acquiring  a  title  to  real 
estate.  They  might  purchase  land,  but  it  was  liable  at  any  time  to  be 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  at  their  death  did  not  descend  to  their  heirs, 
but  escheated.  This  inhospitable  rule  of  the  common  law  prevailed  in 
New  Jersey.  Mr.  Parker,  deeming  it  a  relic  of  a  barbarous  age,  and 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  desired  to  see  it  abolished  ;  and 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1817,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
"  to  enquire  and  report  upon  the  expediency  of  authorizing  aliens  to 
purchase  and  hold  real  estate  within  this  State."  The  committee,  of 
which  he  was  chairman,  in  a  few  days  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect, 
drawn  by  himself,  which  at  once  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  became  a  law.  It  has  been  in  force  ever  since,  and  its  opera- 
tion has  been  entirely  satisfactory.  It  has  generally  been  supposed,  that 
this  law  was  designed  for  the  special  benefit  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the 
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ex-king  of  Spain,  and  to  enable  him  to  hold  his  estate  at  Bordentown 
without  being  naturalized.  For,  like  all  the  Bonapartcs,  he  seemed  to 
have  a  presentiment,  that  his  exile  from  France  was  not  to  be  a  perpetual 
one,  but  that  he  would  one  day  be  recalled,  and  the  glory  of  the  first 
empire  revived,  if  not  in  him,  at  least  in  some  one  of  the  family.  That 
this  was  the  object  of  the  law,  is  stated  expressly  in  the  bill  in  Chancery, 
filed  by  Bonaparte,  against  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  is  found  in  Baldwin's  Reports.  But  such  was  not  the 
case.  After  the  bill  was  reported,  Gen.  Dickerson  called  upon  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  asked  him  to  aid  in  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  special  relief 
of  Bonaparte.  Mr.  Parker  showed  him  the- printed  bill  which  he  had 
reported  as  a  general  law,  and  upon  examination,  it  was  found  to  be 
entirely  adequate  and  satisfactory,  and  rendered  any  special  act  unnec- 
essary. After  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Bonaparte,  under  the  impression 
that  it  was  intended  for  his  special  benefit,  and  to  show  his  grateful  sense 
of  the  favor  thus  bestowed  upon  him,  invited  all  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  to  an  entertainment  at  his  beautiful  place  in  Bordeutown. 
Mr.  Parker,  however,  declined  to  attend,  lest,  by  so  doing,  he  might 
confirm  this  impression,  and  because  he  was  unwilling  to  receive  thanks 
for  what  he  ir tended  as  a  general  law,  without  any  particular  reference 
to  Bonaparte. 

An  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  New  Jersey,  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  as  early  as  1804.  It  provided,  that  every  child  born 
of  a  slave  mother,  after  the  4th  of  July  1804,  should  be  free,  but  sub- 
ject to  service  as  an  apprentice  to  the  owner  of  the  mother,  to  the  age 
of  twenty-four  years  if  a  male,  and  if  a  female  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  This,  of  course,  diminished  very  much  the  value  of  slaves 
in  New  Jersey,  and  penalties  were  provided  against  sending  them  out 
of  tbe  State,  unless  upon  a  certificate  of  their  consent,  upon  private 
examination,  before  two  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  In 
1817,  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  on  his  way  to  Virginia  to  purchase  slaves, 
stopped  to  visit  his  brother  at  South  Amboy,  and  having  stated  the 
object  of  his  journey,  was  informed  that  he  could  buy  slaves  in  New 
Jersey  cheaper  than  in  Virginia.  Upon  this  hint  he  acted,  and  his  suc- 
cess induced  others  to  engage  in  the  same  profitable  business.  Many 
slaves  and  children  born  free  were  purchased,  and  their  consent  to  go 
out  of  the  State  obtained,  by  promises  of  freedom  in  the  South  and 
other  advantages ;  and  two  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
could  always  be  found  to  give  the  required  certificate.  The  victims 
were  gathered  at  a  house  on  the  shore  at  South  Amboy,  where  they 
were  kept,  until  a  sufficient  number  were  collected  to  ship  to  New 
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Orleans.  Thus,  a  regular  slave  trade  between  New  Jersey  and  the  South- 
ern States  was  begun  and  carried  on,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
individuals  to  prevent  and  put  an  end  to  the  infamous  traffic.  Mr. 
Parker  was  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex  County,  in  June, 
1818,  and,  mainly  through  his  exertions,  a  large  number  of  indictments 
were  found  against  persons  engaged  in  these  illegal  proceedings.  Some 
of  these  indictments  were  tried,  but  technical  objections  were  inter- 
posed, and  the  existing  laws  were  found  to  be  very  defective,  so  that 
the  guilty  actors  were  emboldened,  instead  of  being  deterred  from  the 
prosecution  of  their  nefarious  commerce.  And  then,  too,  it  must  be 
confessed,  that  public  sentiment  at  that  time  was  not  very  much  shocked 
by  these  practices  ;  so  that,  even  in  New  Jersey,  and  after  slavery  had 
been  abolished  by  law,  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  put  a  stop  to  that 
abomination,  so  long  the  disgrace  of  our  country — the  domestic  slave 
trade.  But  at  the  session  of  1818-19,  Mr.  Parker  introduced  a  bill  pro- 
hibiting, under  the  severest  penalties,  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
State,  which,  being  enacted  into  a  law,  put  an  end  forever  to  the 
domestic  slave  trade,  so  far  as  New  Jersey  was  concerned.  We  shall 
have  occasion  to  see  that  this  was  not  the  only  service  he  rendered  to 
the  cause  of  human  freedom. 

We  have  stated  that  Mr.  Parker  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly in  the  session  of  1827-8.  This  was  his  last  year  in  the  Legislature 
of  the  State,  and  he  consented  to  serve  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
accomplishment  of  a  work  which  he  had  long  had  very  much  at  heart — 
the  construction  of  a  canal  between  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  rivers. 
The  great  importance  of  such  a  work,  both  in  a  commercial  and  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  had  long  been  universally  acknowledged,  and  repeat- 
ed efforts  had  been  made  to  secure  its  construction.  In  1804,  and  in 
1824,  companies  were  incorporated  for  this  purpose,  but  such  were  the 
hazards  attending  an  enterprise  involving  so  large  an  expenditure  of 
money,  that  capitalists  were  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  undertaking. 
Mr.  Parker,  however,  thought  the  time  had  come  when  the  Legislature 
might  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  it  as  a  State  work,  and  that  they 
would  be  fully  sustained  by  the  people  in  so  doing.  Early  in  the  ses- 
sion, a  committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  canal  between  the  tide  waters  of 
the  Delaware  and  Raritan.  Mr.  Parker  was  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  on  the  5th  of  November,  1827,  a  report  was  presented  by 
him  strongly  advocating  the  adoption  of  the  measure.  It  was  drawn 
by  him,  and  is  interesting  and  valuable,  not  only  as  an  historical  record, 
but  as  a  good  specimen  of  his  remarkably  clear  and  terse;  style.*  The 

*See  note  B. 
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report  was  accompanied  by  a  bill,  which  passed  the  House  of  Assembly, 
but,  by  a  single  vote,  was  postponed  by  Council  to  a  subsequent  Legis- 
lature. It  was  ably  advocated  by  Garret  D.  Wall,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
William  Coxe  and  other  influential  members,  but  it  encountered  the 
opposition  of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  railroad  across  the  State,  of 
the  friends  of  the  Morris  Canal,  and  of  those  who,  while  approving  of 
the  undertaking,  were  unwilling  to  make  it  a  State  work.  The  canal 
proposed  by  the  report  was  substantially  the  same  with  that  which,  has 
since  been  constructed.  It  was  to  be  sixty  feet  wide  and  eight  feet 
deep,  and  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Delaware,  by  means  of  a 
feeder,  which  was  also  to  be  a  navigable  communication.  The  act  of 
1804,  did  not  contemplate  making  use  of  the  water  of  the  Delaware,  but 
relied  altogether  upon  the  capacity  of  the  streams  along  the  route  —the 
Assanpink,  Stony-brook,  Millstone  and  Raritan.  But  although  disap- 
pointed in  the  immediate  object  he  had  in  view,  Mr.  Parker  had  the 
satisfaction,  in  a  few  years,  of  witnessing  the  actual  construction  of  a 
canal,  essentially  the  same  as  that  which  he  had  proposed  ;  and  while 
cheerfully  acknowledging,  that  it  was  to  the  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance  of  the  late  Commodore  Stockton  that  we  were  indebted 
for  that  great  work,  he  also  acknowledged,  that  it  was  wiser  and  better 
that  it  should  have  been  undertaken  by  a  company,  rather  than  by  the 
State.  On  the  first  organization  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal 
Company,  he  was  elected  a  director,  and  was  annually  re-elected  until 
his  death,  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  President  of  the  joint  board 
of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  and  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail- 
road Companies. 

Besides  the  subjects  already  alluded  to,  Mr.  Parker,  during  his  legis- 
lative career,  suggested  and  advocated,  sometimes  successfully  and  some- 
times unsuccessfully,  many  other  measures,  some  of  which  were  greatly 
in  advance  of  public  sentiment  at  that  period.  He  reported  bills  for  the 
suppression  of  intemperance,  out  of  which  have  grown  provisions  of 
law  now  in  force.  He  was  active  in  aiding  internal  improvements,  by 
the  laying  out  and  improvement  of  roads  and  the  construction  of  turn- 
pikes. He  offered  resolutions  for  surveying  and  mapping  the  State,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures — the  latter  being  a  favorite  sub- 
ject with  him,  and  some  of  his  plans  for  the  purpose  being  very  bold 
and  liberal.  As  early  as  1817,  he  suggested  an  act  by  which  habitual 
drunkards  should  be  placed  under  the  care  and  control  of  legal  guard- 
ians, almost  identical  with  the  present  law  on  that  subject.  About  the 
same  time,  he  endeavored  to  enlist  the  State  in  the  cause  of  African  Col- 
onization. In  1818,  he  advocated  the  propriety  of  memorializing  Con- 
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gress  to  abolish  that  domestic  slave-trade  which  continued  so  long  to  be 
the  opprobium  of  our  country,  and  which  shocked  public  sensibility 
more  than  almost  any  feature  in  our  system  of  slavery.  The  creation 
of  a  fund  for  internal  improvements,  to  be  made  up  of  taxes  upon  banks 
and  other  corporations ;  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  costs  in  legal 
proceedings  ;  aid  to  Princeton  College,  for  which,  to  its  shame  be  it  said, 
New  Jersey  has  never  contributed  a  dollar;  the  investment  of  the  School 
Fund  in  advance  ;  the  establishment  of  a  State  fund  for  internal  navi- 
gation ;  our  oyster  fisheries,  and  the  rights  of  the  State  and  her  citizens 
therein,  were  also  subjects  to  which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  in 
behalf  cf  which  he  sought  to  invoke  legislative  action.  Among  Mr- 
Parkers  associates  in  the  Legislature  were  Mahlon  Dickerson,  John 
Frelinghuysen,  Lewis  Condict,  William  S.  Pennington,  Samuel  Penning- 
ton,  Silas  Condit,  General  Colfax,  Garret  D.  Wall,  Peter  D.  Vrcom, 
Lucius  Q.  C.  Elmer  and  Jonathan  Dayton.  To  have  been  distinguished, 
as  he  was,  among  men  like  these,  implied  ability  of  no  ordinary  kind. 

I  cannot  close  this  review  of  Mr.  Parker's  services  in  the  Legislature, 
without  alluding  to  a  notable  instance  of  his  independence  and  integ- 
rity as  a  politician,  which  occurred  in  the  session  of  1812.  The  decla- 
ration of  war  against  Great  Britain,  made  by  Congress  on  the  18th  of 
June,  1812,  was  in  opposition  to  the  views  and  opinions,  not  only  of  the 
Federalists,  but  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Democratic  party.  By 
acting  together,  under  the  name  of  the  Peace  party,  they  had  sijcceeded 
in  electing  a  majority  of  the  members  cf  the  Legislature,  of  which  Mr. 
Parker  was  one.  Mr.  Madison's  term  of  office  was  to  expire  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  and  an  election  for  President  and  Vice -President  was 
about  to  take  place.  In  New  Jersey,  the  Electors  were  to  be  chosen  by 
general  ticket,  under  a  law  which  had  been  in  force  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  the  election  was  to  be  held  one  week  after  the  day  appointed 
for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  Both  parties  had  nominated  Elec- 
tors. Mr.  Madison  was  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  the  Peace  party 
were  in  favor  of  DeWitt  Clinton.  It  had  been  charged  by  the  Democrats, 
prior  to  the  election  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  Peace  party,  in  case  they  had  a  majority,  to  repeal  the 
law  for  voting  by  general  ticket,  and  to  choose  the  Electors  themselves. 
This  design  had  been  distinctly  disavowed  by  Mr.  Parker,  who  had 
received  assurances  from  leading  men  of  the  party  that  no  such  purpose- 
was  contemplated.  In  fact,  there  had  been  a  convention  of  Federalists 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  held  in  the  city  of  New  York  a  short 
time  before,  and  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be 
good  policy  to  attempt  such  a  change  of  the  law  in  New  Jersey.  But 
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notwithstanding  all  this,  no  sooner  had  the  Legislature  assembled,  and 
the  Peace  party  found  themselves  in  a  majority,  than  a  bill  was"  at  once 
introduced,  repealing  the  law  for  a  vote  of  the  people  by  general  ticket, 
which  speedily  passed  both  houses,  and  the  Electoral  candidates  of  the 
Peace  party  were  chosen  by  the  Legislature.  There  was  barely  time, 
by  sending  expresses  into  all  the  counties,  to  stop  the  election,  and  in 
some  precincts  they  arrived  too  late,  and  the  election  had  actually  taken 
place.  Such  was  the  strength  developed  for  Clinton,  that  it  was  thought 
with  the  vote  of  New  Jersey  he  would  be  elected,  and  the  temptation 
was  too  strong  to  be  resisted.  This  was  a  game,  however,  that  could 
be  played  by  both  parties,  and  in  Vermont,  where  the  Democrats  had 
the  majority  in  the  Legislature,  they  did  the  same  thing — assumed  the 
choice  of  electors  to  themselves.  We  are  apt  to  talk  of  the  good  old 
times,  and  of  the  virtue  of  our  fathers,  but  historic  truth  compels  us  to 
say,  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  political  parties  were  quite 
as  unscrupulous,  if  not  a  little  more  so,  than  they  are  now.  There  was 
one  man,  however,  whose  integrity  was  proof  against  all  temptation, 
and  who  could  not  be  induced  by  any  considerations  of  party  advan- 
tage to  violate  his  sense  of  duty  and  honor.  That  man  was  James  Par- 
ker. He  opposed  the  bill  strenuously,  and  voted  against  it  in  all  its 
stages.  But  he  stood  alone — "  among  the  faithless,  faithful  only  he." 
No  doubt  he  was  thought  by  his  political  associates  to  be  very  imprac- 
ticable. But  he  had  his  reward.  The  leaders  of  the  movement  had 
the  mortification  of  finding  that  the  vote  of  New  Jersey  did  not  elect 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  they  frankly  acknowledged  to  Mr.  Parker  that  his 
course  had  been  right. 

The  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Parker  in  adjusting  the  long  pending 
controversy  between  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  touching  the  territo- 
rial limits  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  states,  were  so  important, 
that  they  claim  more  than  a  passing  notice,  although  the  whole  sub- 
ject has  lately  undergone  so  much  discussion,  that  the  members  of  the 
Society  must  by  this  time  be  quite  familiar  with  it.*  New  York,  it  is 
known,  not  satisfied  with  having  appropriated  to  herself  the  whole  of 
Staten  Island,  claimed  also  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  all  the  waters 
lying  between  the  two  States.  This  unjust  and  arrogant  pretension 
was  asserted  in  the  most  offensive  and  vexatious  manner.  As  soon  as 
improvements  began  to  be  made  at  Paulus  Hook,  now  Jersey  City,  by 
the  construction  of  wharves  and  the  erection  of  buildings,  the  propri- 
etors were  harrassed  by  suits  brought  in  New  York,  against  masters  of 
vessels  employed  in  carrying  building  materials  and  other  articles,  for 

*  See  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Society.  Vol.  x,  p.  90. 
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not  complying  with  the  laws  of  New  York  regulating  their  inspection 
and  measurement.  Parties  would  he  arrested  on  the  wharves,  and  on 
board  of  vessels,  and  taken  to  the  other  side  of  the  Hudson  for  trial. 
This  state  of  things  of  course  was  not  to  be  quietly  submitted  to.  The 
attention  of  the  Legislature  was  called  to  the  subject,  by  Mr.  Parker,  in 
1806,  the  first  year  of  his  election  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  at 
his  instance,  five  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  like  number  of  Commissioners  from  New  York,  to 
discuss  and  adjust  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  Mr.  Parker  was  placed 
on  this  Commission,  and  with  him  were  associated  Aaron  Ogden,  Wil- 
liam S.  Pennington,  Alexander  C.  McWhorter  and  Lewis  Condict. 
Commissioners  were  also  appointed  by  New  York.  They  met  at  New- 
ark, and  carried  on  their  discussion  for  some  time  by  correspondence, 
but  afterwards  by  a  personal  conference.  But  as  the  Commissioners 
from  New  York  demanded  everything,  and  would  concede  nothing,  no 
result  was  arrived  at,  and  the  Commissioners  from  New  Jersey  so  re- 
ported to  the  next  Legislature.  Whereupon,  an  act  was  passed  on  the 
3d  of  December,  1807,  reciting  that,  ''Whereas,  the  meetings  of  the 
Commissioners  lately  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  respectively,  have  failed  to  produce  an  amicable  ad- 
justment  of  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  this  State  ;  and  whereas,  it  has 
now  become  highly  expedient  to  bring  the  existing  controversy  respect- 
ing the  said  boundary  line  to  a  legal  conclusion  and  determination, 
and  in  the  meantime  to  preserve  the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  the  State, 
free  from  all  interruption  and  usurpation;"  therefore,  it  was  enacted, 
that  the  boundary  line  of  the  county  of  Bergen  should  be  declared  to 
be  the  middle  of  the  waters  adjoining  the  said  county  ;  and  that  if  anv 
person,  not  authorized  by  this  State  or  the  United  States,  should  at- 
tempt to  execute  any  legal  process  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  such 
person  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  punished  by 
fine  and  imprisonment.  This  sounds  very  much  like  Mr.  Parker,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  the  act  was  drawn  by  him.  In  1818,  New  Jersey  pro- 
posed the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to  prepare  a  statement  of 
facts  relative  to  the  controversy,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  its  decision.  To  this  proposition  New  York 
did  not  only  not  respond,  but  she  would  not  deign  to  notice  it.  In 
1824,  New  Jersey  again  authorized  the  appointment  of  Commissioners, 
for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  matter  in  dispute,  but  no  correspond- 
ing act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York.  In  182G,  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  enforce  th<*  claims  of  New  York,  by  the  arrest  of 
the  Master  of  a  vessel  while  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Perth  Amboy,  for 
some  infraction  of  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  New  York  relative  to 
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passengers.  He  was  carried  to  that  city,  and  imprisoned  ;  but  shortly 
afterwards,  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Richmond  County,  (Staten  Island), 
who  had  served  the  process,  was  himself  arrested  by  Mr.  Parker,  in 
person,  as  Mayor  of  Perth  Amboy,  sent  to  New  Brunswick  jail,  and 
subsequently  indicted  for  the  offence. 

This  was  calculated  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis,  and  more  willingness 
was  exhibited  by  New  York  to  have  the  difficulty  arranged ;  so  that, 
in  1827,  another  joint  commission  was  agreed  upon,  New  Jersey  being 
again  represented  by  Mr.  Parker,  with  whom  were  associated,  Richard 
Stockton,  John  Rutherfurd,  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Lewis  Q.  C. 
Elmer.  The  Commissioners  first  met  at  Newark,  but  afterwards  ad- 
journed to  Albany,  and  while  in  session  at  that  city,  discussing  terms 
of  compromise,  an  act  was  passed  by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  New- 
York  Legislature,  declaring  the  boundary  of  New  York  to  extend, 
''  along  the  west  shore,  at  low  water-mark  of  the  Hudson  River,  of  the 
Kill  Van  Kull,  of  the  sound  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  and 
of  Raritan  Bay  to  Sandy  Hook."  Nothing  of  course  could  have  been 
in  worse  taste,  or  more  insulting  to  New  Jersey,  and  it  indicates  the 
arrogant  and  contemptuous  spirit,  by  which  New  York  was  animated 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  controversy.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  this 
Commission,  like  the  former  one,  terminated  fruitlessly. 

All  hope  of  an  amicable  arrangement  being  thus  excluded,  New  Jer- 
sey resolved  to  assert  her  rights  in  a  different  way.  One  of  the  argu- 
ments addressed  to  the  small  States,  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  had  been,  that  they  might  hope  to  fiod  in  the  Gen- 
eral Government  a  shield  and  protection  against  the  encroachments  of 
their  more  powerful  neighbors.  Ne\v  Jersey  must  have  felt  the  full 
force  of  this  argument,  and  that  without  the  strong  arm  of  the  nation 
to  rely  upon,  she  might  one  day  see  New  York  advancing  her  frontiers 
to  the  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania  claiming  the  Ocean  as  her  natural 
boundary.  But  that  Constitution,  which  she  so  unanimously  adopted, 
had  provided  for  a  supreme  national  tribunal,  to  which  was  given  ex- 
press jurisdiction  over  "  controversies  between  two  or  more  States;" 
and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  in  this  connection,  that  in  the  first  draft  of 
the  Constitution,  there  was  superadded  to  this  clause,  the  following 
words,  "  except  sucJi  as  shall  regard  territory  and  jurisdiction" — which  ex- 
ception was  afterwards  stricken  out.  To  this  tribunal  therefore,  New 
Jersey  now  determined  to  appeal. 

A  suit  was  commenced  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
February,  1829.*     Legal  process  was  duly  served  upon  the  proper  au- 

*  See  "  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  vol.  x,  pp.  108-110,  note. 
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thorities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  she  declined  to  appear.  She 
wrapped  herself  up  in  the  mantle  of  State  sovereignty.  Her  Attorney- 
General,  however,  had  the  condescension  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  informing  them 
that  the  opinion  was  entertained,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
that  the  Court  could  exercise  no  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case.  The  Court, 
however,  with  John  Marshall  at  its  head,  decided  that  they  could,  and 
that  unless  the  State  of  New  York  appeared,  the  case  would  be  heard 
ex  parte.  New  York  thereupon  consented  to  another  appointment  of 
Commissioners.  Mr.  Parker,  with  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Lucius 
Q.  C.  Elmer,  represented  New  Jersey,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Peter  A. 
Jay,  and  Henry  Seymour,  New  York.  You  know  the  result.  They 
came  to  an  agreement,  fixing  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  States, 
which  was  confirmed  by  their  respective  Legislatures,  and  approved  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

In  these  protracted  negotiations,  Mr.  Parker  took  an  important  and 
active  part.  His  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  records  of  the  Council 
of  Proprietors  of  East  Jersey — having  filled  the  office  of  Register  to  the 
Board  for  many  years — and  his  knowledge  of  the  various  points  connec- 
ted with  proprietary  grants  and  titles,  gave  great  weight  to  his  views 
and  opinions.  Although,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  he  united  in  recom- 
mending an  adjustment  upon  the  basis  proposed,  yet  he  always  insisted, 
that  New  Jersey  had  been  unjustly  dealt  with,  and  unfairly  treated ; 
and  when,  in  after  years,  New  York  was  desirous  of  locating  upon  our 
shores  her  Marine  Hospitals,  he  took  decided  ground  against  the  meas- 
ure, saying  emphatically,  upon  one  occasion,  in  a  paper  prepared  for 
the  Historical  Society  :  "  Our  rights,  valid  in  themselves  and  by  public 
law,  are  now  at  last  acknowledged,  and  it  behooves  us  to  maintain 
them  unimpaired.  A  lodgment  by  our  ambitious  neighbor,  for  any 
purpose,  and  upon  any  pretense,  however  specious,  must  be  denied.  It 
would  be  the  first  step  towards  further  encroachment.  Let  New  Jersey 
see  that  it  be  not  taken.*  " 

In  conversing  upon  this  topic,  during  the  very  last  year  of  his  life, 
he  thus  playfully  but  pertinently  enforced  his  views  upon  the  subject. 
"  Our  situation,"  said  he,  "  is  like  that  @f  a  boy,  I  once  saw  engaged  in 
a  fight  with  another  much  larger  than  himself,  but  whom  he  had  man- 
aged to  get  down,  and  upon  whom  he  sat,  repressing  his  struggles  to 
arise.  I  thought  this  was  hardly  fair,  and  I  said  to  him,  '  you  young 
rascal,  give  the  fellow  a  chance ;  why  dont  you  let  him  up  ? '  '  Let  him 
up,'  said  he.  '  Oh  !  sir,  if  you  knew  what  trouble  I  had.  to  get  him 

*  See  "Proceedings,"  vol.  viii.,  p.  106. 
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down,  and  how  hard  it  is  to  keep  him  down,  you  would  not  ask  me  to 
let  him  up  again.' "  "  I  could  not.  help  thinking  the  young  rogue  was 
right,"  said  Mr.  Parker,  "  and  I  often  think  of  it,  when  these  cunning 
New  Yorkers  come  here,  saying  we  had  the  best  of  the  treaty,  and  that 
it  was  our  duty  to  let  them  have  a  place  upon,  what  they  call,  our  bar- 
ren shore,  on  which  to  erect  their  quarantine  buildings ;  any  one  who 
knew  what  trouble  we  had  to  get  a  treaty  from  them,  would  never  ask 
us  to  let  go  our  hold  upon  it." 

While  thus  constantly  engaged  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  State,  Mr. 
Parker  had  little  to  do  with  National  politics.  The  Federal  party  in 
New  Jersey,  as  indeed  in  almost  every  other  State,  was  in  a  hopeless 
minority.  This  was  not  owing,  as  is  sometimes  supposed,  to  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  That  war  was  always  unpopular. 
The  Federalists  to  a  man  were  opposed  to  it.  So  also  was  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  Democratic  party.  Had  the  question  been  submitted 
to  a  popular  vote,  no  doubt  a  large  majority  of  the  American  people 
would  have  declared  against  it ;  not  that  we  had  not  been  wronged, 
both  by  Great  Britain  and  France,  but  that  war  was  not  the  appropriate 
remedy,  and  because  we  were  wholly  unprepared  for  it.  The  declaration 
of  war  infused  new  life  into  the  Federal  party — State  after  State  were 
won  back  to  it— and  it  became  stronger  than  it  had  been  for  years 
before.  Had  the  war  lasted  much  longer,  it  would  in  all  probability 
have  broken  down  the  Democratic  party.  It  was  making  peace  that 
saved  them.  This,  with  the  halo  thrown  aronnd  the  closing  scenes  of 
the  war  by  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  caused  to  be  forgotten,  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  it  had  been  declared,  and  the  humiliating  disasters 
which  had  marked  its  progress.  That  which  brought  odium  on  the 
Federal  party,  and  prevented  it  from  ever  raising  its  head  again,  was, 
that  it  was  held  responsible  for  the  doings  of  the  Hartford  Convention. 
The  proceedings  of  that  Convention  were  thought  to  savor  of  disunion, 
and  no  party  can  hope  for  popular  favor  or  support,  that  allows  itself 
to  be  placed  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  Union.  When  the  Union 
is  menaced,  and  the  country  is  called  to  its  rescue,  a  chord  is  struck,  to 
which  the  great  heart  of  the  people  will  always  beat  responsive. 

It  was  not  until  Gen.  Jackson  became  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  party  in  New  Jersey  again  became  con- 
spicuous in  the  political  arena.  They  disliked  John  Quincy  Adams, 
and  they  had  reason  to  do  so.  He  had  deserted  his  party,  and  perse- 
cuted his  former  political  associates.  They  were  drawn  towards  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  the  recollection  of  his  celebrated  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe.  He 
had  written  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  his  accession  to  the  Presidency,  advising 
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him  to  disregard  old  party  lines,  and  invite  some  of  the  leading  Fed- 
eralists to  share  in  his  administration — advice,  by  the  bye,  which  Mr. 
Monroe  never  followed,  notwithstanding  his  inaugural  address  aboun- 
ded with  congratulations  on  the  decline  of  party  spirit,  and  protesta- 
tions of  his  earnest  desire  to  promote  union  and  harmony.  However, 
his  administration  was  called  the  "era  of  good  feeling;"  and  well  it 
might  be,  for  there  was  scarcely  a  measure  recommended  by  him  to  Con- 
gress which  the  Federalists  had  not  uniformly  espoused,  and  which  the 
democrats,  under  the  lead  of  Jefferson,  had  not  systematically  opposed 
— an  efficient  navy,  the  fortification  of  our  coasts  and  harbors,  internal 
improvements,  and  the  protection  of  our  manufactures.  Thus  the 
Federalists,  although  excluded  from  office,  had  the  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing the  triumph  of  almost  every  principal  for  which  they  had  been 
contending.  In  fact,  the  lines  of  demarcation,  which  had  separated 
the  two  great  parties  of  the  country,  seem  to  have  been  in  a  great  meas- 
ure obliterated,  and  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  form  new  political  asso- 
ciations, without  dishonor,  and  without  subjecting  himself  to  the  charge 
of  inconsistency. 

In  New  Jersey,  most  of  the  leading  Federalists  espoused  the  cause 
of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  none  more  warmly  than  Mr.  Parker.  In  thus 
connecting  himself  with  a  party,  which  claimed  to  be  the  Democratic 
party,  and  which  continued  to  "be  called  by  that  name,  Mr.  Parker 
might  have  made  the  same  excuse,  which  his  friend,  Garret  D.  Wall, 
did,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  when  charged  with  the  sin  of  having 
been  a  Federalist.  "  Here  sir,"  sajd  he,  "  in  the  presence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  I  avow  that  I  was  a  Federalist,  and  acted  with  that  party 
zealously  and  actively,  so  long  as  their  flag  waved  in  New  Jersey. 
Standing  here,  as  it  were,  with  the  eyes  of  the  immortal  Father  of  his 
country — the  head  and  leader  of  the  party  to  which  I  belonged — in- 
tently fixed  upon  me,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  present  honorable 
position,  if  I  hesitated  to  make  the  avowal.  Sir,  it  is  an  honor  to  any 
one  to  have  been  an  humble  follower  of  the  purest  and  most  unsullied 
Democrat  that  ever  lived.  Who,  sir,  were  the  leaders  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey Federalists  ?  For,  sir,  I  hold  myself  answerable  only  for  their  sins 
and  my  own.  I  reject  all  imputative  sins.  They  were  the  men,  whose 
Democracy  was  tried  by  the  fires  of  the  Revolution,  who  had  assisted  in 
that  glorious  struggle  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  forming 
the  Constitutions  which  now  support  our  liberties.  They  were  talented, 
high-minded,  and  honorable,  and  above  all,  they  were  eminently  Amer- 
ican and  patriotic."  And  he  might  have  assigned  the  same  reasons  for 
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supporting  Gen.  Jackson,  notwithstanding  his  want  of  those  qualities 
which  are  usually  thought  necessary  for  a  statesman,  that  John  Ran- 
dolph did.  "I,"  said  he,  "  not  only  consider  the  want  of  what  is  called 
learning,  not  to  be  a  disqualification  for  the  commander-in-chief,  in 
civil  or  military  life,  but  I  do  consider  the  possession  of  too  much 
learning,  to  be  of  most  mischievous  consequences  to  such  a  character, 
who  is  to  draw  from  the  cabinet  of  his  own  sagacious  mind,  and  to 
make  the  learning  of  others,  or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may  pos- 
sess, subservient  to  his  more  enlarged  and  vigorous  views.  Such  a  man 
was  Cromwell ;  such  a  man  was  Washington ;  not  learned,  but  wise. 
Knowledge  and  wisdom,  as  one  of  our  delightful  poets  sings  : 

"  Knowledge  and  wisdom,  far  from  being  one, 
Have  oft-times  no  connection  :  knowledge  dwells 
In  hearts  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men  ; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  much ; 
Wisdom  is  humble  that  he  knows  no  more. 
Books,  are  not  seldom,  talismans  and  spells, 
By  which  the  magic  arts  of  shrewder  wits 
Holds  the  unthinking  multitude  enchained." 

Mr.  Parker  was  a  Presidential  Elector  in  1824,  and  cordially  gave  his 
vote  for  Gen.  Jackson.  But  no  candidate  having  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes,  the  election  was  thrown  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  resulted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams.  Gen.  Jackson  was 
re-elected  in  1828,  but  New  Jersey  did  not  then  vote  for  him. 

In  1829,  Mr.  Parker  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  port  of  Perth 
Amboy,  which  at  that  time  had  considerable  foreign  trade ;  and  while 
faithfully  discharging  his  duties,  signalized  himself  by  unraveling  the 
frauds  and  exposing  the  defalcations  of  his  immediate  predecessor  in 
office.  But  he  was  soon  called  to  a  new  and  higher  sphere  of  duty. 

The  distinguished  Federalists  of  New  Jersey,  who  supported  Gen. 
Jackson,  certainly  could  not  complain  that  their  services  were  unrequi- 
ted. They  bore  away  a  large  share  of  the  honors  of  the  new  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  found  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  absolution  from  all 
the  sins  of  Federalism.  Mr.  Parker  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  1832,  and  again  in  1834,  serving  through  both 
terms  with  great  fidelity  and  usefulness.  He  possessed  the  very  quali- 
ties which  were  calculated  to  make  him  a  most  valuable  member  of 
Congress.  He  had  industry,  integrity,  independence,  business  talents 
of  a  high  order,  and  was  not  given  to  making  long  speeches.  These 
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are  the  men,  by  whom  the  work  of  Congress  is  really  done,  although 
showy  talkers  too  often  get  the  credit  of  it.  He  was  especially  useful 
in  the  committee-room.  He  was  careful  in  scrutinizing  all  claims 
against  the  Government,  and  with  Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  he  became 
a  sort  of  guardian  of  the  Treasury.  He  generally  voted  with  the  ad- 
ministration ;  but  he  was  very  much  in  the  habit  of  thinking  for  him- 
self, and  never  could  become  a  slave  to  any  party. 

The  great  contest  on  the  right  of  petition  arose,  while  Mr.  Parker 
was  a  member  of  Congress,  under  the  championship  of  the  intrepid 
John  Quiucy  Adams — who  lived  to  atone  for  all  his  past  political  trans- 
gressions, and  to  earn  for  himself  the  title,  which  was  universally  be- 
stowed upon  him,  of  "  the  old  man  eloquent."  One  of  the  earliest  de- 
bates upon  this  subject,  occurred  in  February,  1835,  on  the  occasion  of 
a  motion,  to  print  a  memorial  asking  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  After  his  particular  friend,  Mr.  McKinly  of  Ala- 
bama, had  spoken  in  opposition  to  it,  Mr.  Parker  arose  and  spoke  briefly 
as  was  his  wont.  As  serving  to  show  the  views  he  entertained,  and  the 
course  which  he  pursued  in  reference  to  this  exciting  question  of  the 
day,  I  give  his  remarks. 

"I  am  at  a  loss,"  said  he,  "to  perceive  how  the  mere  reading  and 
printing  of  the  memorial  can  produce  unpleasant  feelings  in  this  House, 
or,  in  the  Nation  at  large  ;  nor  is  it,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to  throw 
a  firebrand  into  the  slave-holding  States.  It  appears  to  me  more  like  a 
respectful  address  to  the  House,  calling  upon  them  to  exercise  the  priv- 
ilege, conferred  upon  them  by  the  constitution,  of  legislating  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  removing  what  the  petitioners  consider  a 
great  and  existing  grievance ;  and  if  it  is  intended  or  wished  to  pre- 
vent any  debate,  it  can  easily  be  obviated  by  withdrawing  the  question 
of  reconsideration.  What  is  the  state  of  the  subject  ?  What  has  been 
done  heretofore  ?  And,  how  does  the  matter  now  stand  ?  A  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  country,  considering  the  evil  a  national  one — as 
one  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a  free  people,  respectfully  ask 
this  House  to  take  measures  to  redress  it.  Petitions  of  this  nature  have 
been  referred  to  the  committee  entrusted  with  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  District,  not  only  the  present  session,  but  at  the  last  and 
several  preceding  sessions.  Now  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  either 
right  or  wrong,  and  their  reasons  either  forcible  or  conclusive,  or  other- 
wise. Let  then  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  make  a  re- 
port, and  tell  us  what  they  think  ought  to  be  done,  and  give  us  their 
reasons,  so  that  the  House  may  judge  of  the  question.  I  am  not  preju- 
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diced  one  way  or  the  other,  but  I  think  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  should  be  given,  for  it  is  neither  unlawful  nor  unrighteous. 

"  The  argument  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Alabama,  that  Con- 
gress has  no  right  to  interfere,  I  cannot  assent  to  so  readily  ;  but  let 
that  gentleman,  who  is  so  competent  to  give  his  reasons,  state  them  on 
this  subject.  For  myself,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and  opinions 
of  my  constituents,  and  the  persons  presenting  this  memorial,  I  shall 
feel  it  my  bounden  duty  to  vote  to  put  the  petition  on  the  files  of  this 
House,  and  I  shall  continue  to  urge  it  with  all  the  zeal  of  which  I  am 
capable;  at  the  same  time,  with  due  consideration  for  the  feelings, 
prejudices,  interests  and  rights  of  others,  and  which  they  are  entitled 
to  receive  at  my  hands.  This  I  shall  do,  until  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  or  some  select  committee  of  the  House  answer 
the  question,  and  tell  us,  at  the  same  time  giving  their  reasons,  whether 
Congress  has  a  right  to  legislate  on  this  subject  or  not,  and  until  the 
House  concur  in  that  decision." 

This  seems  to  us  now  very  obvious,  but  at  that  time,  a  man  subjected 
himself  to  the  charge  of  being  an  abolitionist  for  giving  utterance  to 
such  sentiments.  But  Mr.  Parker  cared  little  for  this.  He  lived  to  see 
the  curse  of  slavery  removed,  not  only  from  the  District  'tof  Columbia, 
but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  Qur  fair  land ;  so  that  it  may 
be  said  of  America  now,  what  was  once  said  of  England : 

"  Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England ;  if  their  lungs 
Receive  crar  air,  that  moment  they  are  free." 

But  it  cost  us  the  pangs  of  a  cruel  war  to  ^bring  about  this  result. 
It  seems  to  be  a  mysterious  law  of  Providence,  that  there  can  be  no 
redemption  from  guilt  but  by  blood. 

We  sometimes  hear  it  said,  oh  !  that  the  South  had  listened  to  the 
voice  of  reason.  Oh  !  that  she  had  been  content  to  leave  slavery  where 
the  Constitution  had  left  it — in  the  States  where  it  then  existed— with- 
out seeking  to  extend  it  into  territories  consecrated  to  freedom.  But 
this  was  impossible.  Evil  is  always  aggressive.  There  is,  there  always 
must  be,  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  freedom  and  slavery.  From 
time  to  time,  this  conflict  was  averted  by  compromises.  These  compro- 
mises were  always  in  favor  of  slavery.  But  it  is  well  that  they  were 
made.  Had  this  conflict  arisen,  when  Missouri  applied  for  admission 
as  a  State — had  it  occurred  in  1850 — the  consequence  would  have  been 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  This  was  admitted  by  all.  The  idea  of 
coercing  the  South,  upon  either  of  those  occasions,  was  never  for  a  mo- 
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ment  entertained.  The  country  was  not  prepared  for  it.  It  was  not 
until  the  Missouri  Compromise  was  repealed — it  was  not  until  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States — it  was  not  until 
the  first  gun  was  discharged  at  Fort  Sumter — that  the  heart  of  the 
American  people  was  fired  for  the  conflict.  Then  it  came.  God  had 
so  ordained  it.  Oceans  of  blood  were  shed.  Millions  of  treasure  were 
expended.  But  who  will  "now  say,  that  this  blood  and  treasure  were 
spent  in  vain.  Slavery  is  dead.  America  is  free — "  redeemed,  regener- 
ated, and  disenthralled,  by  the  irresistible  genius  of  universal  emanci- 
pation." 

Mr.  Parker  retired  from  Congress  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1837,  the 
day  that  Martin  Van  Buren  was  inaugurated  as  President.  He  had 
liked  Gen.  Jackson,  and  was  liked  by  him.  There  was  something  in 
the  General's  character  with  which  Mr.  Parker  could  sympathize.  He 
was  honest  himself,  but  was  too  often  swayed  by  dishonest  advisers. 
He  loved  the  Union,  and  was  willing  enough  to  put  down,  by  a  strong 
hand,  nullification  in  South  Carolina.  He  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
hung  John  C.  Calhoun.  He  always  regretted  that  he  had  not  done  so. 
But  he  allowed  Georgia  to  set  at  defiance  the  judgments  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  allowed  missionaries  among  the  Cherokees,  to  be  impris- 
oned, under  a  State  law,  which  that  high  tribunal  had  pronounced  un- 
constitutional. He  inaugurated  a  system,  expressed  by  the  words,  "  to 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  which  has  done  more  than  almost  any- 
thing else,  to  demoralize  our  politics,  but  which  is  destined,  as  we  trust. 
to  receive  its  overthrow  from  another  hero,  no  less  renowned  in  war  than 
he.  But,  notwithstanding  these  defects  in  his  character,  there  was  a 
gallantry  in  his  bearing,  a  high-toned  independence,  a  frankness,  [a 
simplicity,  and  a  straightforwardness,  which  might  well  have  had  its 
fascination  for  a  man  like  Mr.  Parker. 

But  towards  Martin  Van  Burcn  he  never  warmed.  He  always  dis- 
trusted him.  The  truth  is,  there  was  nothing  in  common  between  them. 
Their  characters  were  the  very  antipodes  of  each  other.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  when  Gen.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
in  1840,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Parker  supported  him, 
and  ever  afterwards  acted  with  the  Whig  party — voting  successively  for 
Clay,  Taylor  and  Scott.  Nor  was  there  any  inconsistency  in  this ;  for 
the  Whigs  were  unquestionably  the  legitimate  successors  of  that  party, 
to  which,  in  early  life,  he  had  given  his  allegiance,  and  from  the  princi- 
ples of  which  he  never  in  fact  departed.  So,  too,  when  the  Republican 
party  was  formed,  his  well-known  and  life-long  sentiments  upon  slavery 
naturally  led  him  to  cast  the  weight  of  his  influence  in  its  favor.  He 
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was  nominated  for  a  Presidential  Elector  in  1856  by  that  party,  but 
their  ticket  was  defeated. 

When  Mr.  Parker  retired  from  Congress,  he  was  sixty-one  years  of 
age ;  but  his  health  was  good,  his  natural  force  was  not  abated,  and  all 
his  faculties  of  mind  and  body  were  unimpaired.  Nothing  but  his 
grey  hairs  betokened  the  approach  of  old  age.  He  betook  himself 
thenceforth  to  the  pursuits  of  private  life,  though  ever  ready,  when 
occasion  required,  to  serve  his  State  or  his  country.  He  was  called  forth 
from  his  retirement  in  1844,  by  being  elected  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion for  the  formation  of  a  new  Constitution  for  New  Jersey.  Of  this 
body,  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  State,  he  was 
an  active,  influential  and  useful  member.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  many  of  the  provisions  of  that 
well-considered  part  of  the  Constitution  were  the  productions  of  his 
pen.  He  took  an  especial  interest  in  that  clause  which  relates  to  public 
schools,  and  it  gave  him  sincere  pleasure  to  see  a  permanent  provision 
for  their  support  imbedded  in  the  fundamental  law.  The  school  fund, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  his  creation,  and  he  watched  over  it  with  a  pater- 
nal regard.  To  guard  against  the  possibility  of  its  being  ever  diverted 
from  the  great  object  to  which  it  was  consecrated,  it  was  provided,  at  his 
instance,  that  it  should  "  not  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  bor- 
row, appropriate,  or  use  the  said  fund  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  other 
purpose,  under  any  pretence  whatever." 

Besides  the  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  to  which  Mr.  Parker  was 
called  in  the  course  of  his  life,  and  to  which  allusion  has  already  been 
made,  he  was  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
and  gave  to  that  institution  the  land  at  New  Brunswick  on  which  its 
buildings  are  erected.  He  was  also  a  Trustee  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey  at  Princeton,  from  1825  to  1829.  He  was  one  of  the  original 
managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
organization  of  that  institution.  He  was  elected  a  Vice-President  of 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  at  its  first  formation,  and  upon  the 
death  of  Chief-Justice  Hornblower  he  became  its  President.  He  was 
seldom  absent  from  its  meetings,  and  always  evinced  a  lively  interest 
in  its  proceedings.  He  was  a  vestryman  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Perth 
Amboy,  almost  from  his  majority,  and  for  many  years  before  his  death 
was  its  senior  warden.  He  usually  represented  that  Parish  in  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Convention  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  sincerely 
attached  to  his  church,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  its  behalf,  but  he  had 
not  a  particle  of  bigotry  or  intolerance.  In  later  years,  his  great  age 
precluded  him  from  taking  any  active  part  in  public  affairs.  The  death 
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of  his  wife  in  1863,  the  departure  of  many  others  of  those  he  had 
known  and  loved,  and  the  natural  infirmities  of  old  age,  gradually 
•Weighed  him  down  ;  yet  his  mind  continued  clear  and  strong,  and  he 
took  a  lively  interest  in  the  great  events  which  were  agitating  the 
country.  He  died  on  the  first  of  April,  1868,  not  from  disease,  not  by 
a  violent  stroke  from  the  hand  of  death,  but  simply  of  old  age— by  the 
gradual  wearing  out  of  his  constitution — and  retaining  to  the  last  the 
possession  of  all  his  faculties.  When  the  angel  who  was  sent  to  com- 
fort Adam  upon  his  expulsion  from  Paradise,  had  lifted  ihe  veil  of 
futurity,  and  given  him  a  sight  of  death  in  its  most  repulsive  form — 
death  from  sudden  violence : 

" '  I  yield  it  just,  said  Adam,  and  submit. 
But  is  there  yet  no  other  way,  besides 
These  painful  passages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatural  dust? 
There  is,  said  Michael,  if  thou  well  observe 
The  rule  of  not  too  much,  by  temperance  taught 
In  what  thou  eat'st  and  driuK'st,  seeking  from  thence 
Due  nourishment,  not  gluttinous  delight, 
Till  many  years  over  thy  head  return  : 
So  may'st  thou  live,  till  like  ripe  fruit  thou  drop 
Into  thy  mother's  lap,  or  be  with  ease 
Gathered,  not  harshly  plucked,  for  death  matur*. 
This  is  old  age.'  " 

Such  was  the  old  age  of  Mr.  Parker — serene  and  beautiful.  He  liter- 
ally dropped  like  ripe  fruit  into  his  mother's  lap.  Death,  with  him, 
was  disarmed  of  all  its  terrors.  He  had  fought  bravely  the  battle'  of 
life — he  knew  in  whom  he  trusted— and  he  willingly  resigned  his  body 
to  the  dust,  and  his  spirit  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  He  had  always 
acted  upon  the  principle : 

"  Summum  nee  metuas  diem,  nee  optes." 
"  Nor  love  thy  life,  nor  bate ;  but  what  tbou  liv'st 
Live  well,  how  long  or  short  permit  to  heaven." 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Peters — that 
church  which  he  had  loved  so  well,  and  where  he  had  worshiped  so 
long — a  lovely  spot,  from  which  you  look  out  to  sea  across  the  broad 
bay— and  there  he  was  laid  by  the  side  of  his  parents  and  his  family. 

Born  in  1776,  and  dying  in  1&68,  what  an  eventful  period  does  his 
life  embrace  !  The  American  Revolution,  with  its  varying  fortunes  and 
glorious  results— the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence  as  a 
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nation— the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution— the  French  Revolu- 
tion, which  convulsed  the  old  world  as  ours  did  the  new,  and  drew  all 
Europe  into  its  vortex — the  consulate  and  empire  of  Napoleon—  the 
battle  of  Waterloo— the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  to  the  tbrone  of 
France,  their  final  expulsion,  and  the  second  empire — the  vast  political 
and  social  changes  in  Europe — the  opening  of  China  and  Japan  to  the 
commerce  of  the  world — the  marvellous  growth  of  our  own  country — 
its  rapid  expansion  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific — the  war  for  the 
Union,  ending  in  the  destruction  of  slavery — the  wonders  of  modern 
science,  the  steam  engine,  the  railway,  the  locomotive,  the  telegraph-" 
were  there  ever  so  many  stirring  events  crowded  within  the  lifetime  of 
one  man?  It  was  his  good  fortune  to  be  permitted  to  live  in  such  an 
interesting  period  of  the  world's  history,  and  with  a  vigorous  intellect, 
unbroken  health,  and  unblemished  honor,  to  engage  in  its  active  duties 
for  more  thau  three  score  years  and  ten.  And  it  is  our  grateful  task  to 
recount  his  faithful  labors  and  valuable  services  to  his  State  and  country, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  first  century  of  their  existence. 

The  sketch  which  I  have  given  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Parker,  will  have 
indicated  the  chief  traits  in  his  character.  Bat  let  us  endeavor  to  col* 
lect  these  scattered  lineaments,  and  exhibit  them,  in  one  connected  view. 
They  will  be  found  to  form  a  beautiful  and  harmonious  whole. 

In  the  first  place,  he  was  emphatically  an  honest  man.  This  was 
indeed  the  leading  trait  in  his  character.  It  was  impressed  upon  his 
countenance,  it  breathed  in  every  word  that  he  spoke,  it  shone  out  in 
every  act  of  his  life.  He  was  called  and  known  by  the  title  of  "  honest 
Jajnes  Parker."  Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  upon  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress, pronounced  him  to  be  "the  honestest  man  he  ever  knew  there." 
I  do  not  mean  merely  that  he  was  an  honorable  man — that  he  was  a 
truthful  man — that  he  was  just  in  all  his  dealings,  and  faithful  to  all 
his  obligations ;  he  was  all  this,  but  he  was  something  more.  He  was 
honest  in  the  sense  in  which  Shakespeare  says,  "  To  be  honest,  as  the 
world  goes,  is  to  be  one  man  picked  out  of  ten  thousand."  His  sense 
of  honesty  was  like  that  sense  of  justice,  implied  in  the  words,  "fiat 
juttitia  ruat  coelum"1 — or  that  sense  of  honor,  so  beautifully  described 
by  one  of  our  poets,  when  he  says  of  the  man  who  carried  a  native, 
unborrowed,  self-sustained  rectitude  in  his  bosom,  that  "  his  eye,  even 
turned  on  empty  space,  beamed  keen  with  honor."  He  was  incapable 
of  being  dishonest.  He  was  honest  at  all  times,  in  all  things,  to  all 
men.  He  was  honest  even  in  politics.  He  had  intellectual  as  well  as 
moral  honesty.  He  was  sometimes  almost  provokingly  lionest.  He 
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thought  for  himself — lie  formed  his  own  opinions — and  he  would  express 
them — sometimes  perhaps  bluntly,  sometimes  unseasonably,  and  with- 
out due  regard  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  others.  But  he  meant  no 
offence,  and  could  not  believe  that  he  gave  any.  He  was  not  offended 
himself  wheu  others  differed  from  him.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  part  of  his 
nature,  and  he  could  not  help  it.  There  are  those  who  do  not  like  to 
differ  from  others,  and  when  open  opinions  are  expressed  in  which  they 
do  not  concur,  yield  nevertheless  a  sort  of  tacit  acquiescence.  They 
have  no  love  for  what  Cowper  calls,  "  a  duel  in  the  form  of  a  debate." 
It  was  not  so  with  him.  When  a  proposition  was  advanced  to  which 
he  could  not  assent,  instead  of  letting  it  pass  unquestioned  by,  he  was 
very  apt  to  challenge  it.  Hence  arose,  what  was  thought  to  be  a  defect 
in  his  character,  something  that  looked  like  a  spirit  of  contradiction. 
But  it  was  the  natural  result  of  his  independence  of  character,  and  the 
depth  and  sincerity  of  his  convictions. 

Another  very  striking  trait  in  his  character,  was  his  constant  desire 
to  be  useful.  It  was  not  public  spirit  only.  Many,  who  appear  to  have 
a  great  deal  of  what  is  called  public  spirit,  are  often  neglectful  of  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  family  claims.  Nor  did  he  seek  to  do  good  only  upon 
a  large  scale,  or  by  some  shining  act  of  benevolence.  His  usefulness 
pervaded  every  sphere  of  action,  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest.  His 
first  duty  was  to  his  family,  and  this  he  performed  with  the  most  heroic 
self-devotion.  When  just  entering  upon  life,  and  with  business  habits 
nnd  lalefits  by  which  he  might  have  earned  wealth  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, the  cleath  of  his  father  imposed  upon  him,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
task  of  extricating  from  embarrassment  a  large  landed  estate,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  support  of  a  widowed  mother,  and  three  unmarried  sis- 
ters. To  this  he  at  once  applied  himself,  and  gave  to  it  many  of  the 
best  years  of  his  life.  He  abandoned  all  toil  for  himself,  and  labored 
only  to  make  those,  thus  committed  to  his  care,  comfortable  and  happy. 
His  next  duty  was  to  the  town  in  which  Providence  had  cast  his  lot. 
It  was  not  a  place  of  much  importance.  It  had  not  realized  the  fond 
h^pes  of  its  founders.  It  had  not  become,  what  they  thought  it  was 
destined  to  be,  a  great  seat  of  commerce.  But  it  was  endeared  to  him 
by  many  tender  and  hallowed  associations.  It  had  been  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  for  many  generations.  And,  above  all,  its  people  were  his 
neighbors,  and  therefore  objects  of  his  interest  and  care.  He  was  Mayor 
oT  the  city  for  many  years,  and  was  always  ready  to  serve  her  in  any 
capacity  in  which  he  could  be  useful.  His  State  then  claimed  his  ser- 
vices, and  we  have  seen  with  what  fidelity  they  were  rendered.  His 
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long  career  in  the  legislature  was  one  continued  series  of  acts  of  useful- 
ness. Instead  of  studying  to  advance  his  own  interests,  his  only  desire 
seemed  to  be,  that  he  might  in  every  possible  way  promote  the  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  his  native  State.  He  was  then  called  into  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Nation,  and  he  obeyed  the  call,  with  no  other  purpose  than 
to  make  himself  useful.  Thus  the  circle  of  his  usefulness  was  contin- 
ually expanding,  und  his  long  life  was  spent  in  doing  good.  lie  was 
always  devising  something  for  the  benefit  of  others.  He  valued  life, 
only  as  it  gave  him  opportunities  of  being  useful. 

Another  quality  which  <listinguished  him,  was  his  charity.  He  was 
charitable  both  in  word  and  deed.  He  never  spoke  harshly  or  un- 
kindly of  others,  no  matter  how  much  they  might  differ  from  him  in 
opinion  or  action.  Everything  like  gossip  or  talebearing  excited  his 
aversion.  He  never  indulged  in  it  himself,  and  he  always  rebuked  it  in 
others.  He  was  eminently  the  friend  of  the  poor,  giving  them  employ- 
ment when  they  were  able  to  work,  and  relieving  them  when  they  were 
not.  He  not  only  ministered  to  their  wants  and  necessities,  but  he  was 
their  friend,  their  adviser,  their  helper.  Nor  did  their  place  of  birth 
make  any  difference.  The  Irish  laboring  classes  in  Amboy  were  among 
his  most  sincere  mourners,  and  will  always  bless  his  memory. 

He  had  a  generous  hospitality,  untramelled  by  restraint  or  ceremony. 
He  was  simple  in  his  tastes,  plain  in  his  dress — giving  preference  always 
to  goods  of  American  manufacture — and  did  not  attach  much  impor- 
tance to  mere  matters  of  form  and  etiquette.  He  was  abstemious  in 
eating  and  drinking — eschewed  tobacco  in  every  form — and  indulged 
very  sparingly  in  the  use  of  liquors  of  every  kind — enforcing  both  by 
precept  and  example  the  strictest  temperance.  Thi?,  with  a  fine  con- 
stitution, and  daily  exercise  in  the  open  air,  will  account  for  his  long 
life  and  green  old  age. 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  and  the  mother  of  his  children, 
was  Penelope,  daughter  of  Anthony  Butler,  a  West  India  merchant 
living  at  Perth  Amboy.  She  died  in  1823.  His  second  wife  was  Cath- 
arine Morris,  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Newark,  and  sister  of 
the  late  Diivid  B.  Ogden,  of  New  York.  Of  bis  domestic  life,  I  cannot 
perhaps  give  a  better  idea,  than  by  presenting  a  picture  of  it,  drawn  by 
one  who  knew  him  well,  and  loved  him  dearly.  "The  affection  which 
subsisted  between  his  wife  and  himself,  was  the  most  beautiful  picture 
of  wedded  love  ever  presented  to  my  eyes.  It  never  could  have  been 
exceeded — such  anxious  thought  by  each  for  the  other — such  uneasi- 
ness when  either  left  the  other  for  ever  so  short  a  liine — such  evident 
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delight  in  each  other's  society.  He  had  been  fortunate  indeed  in  his 
matrimonial  selections.  In  his  youth  he  married  one  distinguished  for 
beauty,  a  perpetual  happy  cheerful  gaiety,  and  peculiar  affectionateness. 
"When  God  took  her  from  him,  and  four  years  had  demonstrated  the 
need  of  a  mother  to  his  children,  he  chose  a  wife  very  different— by  no 
means  so  personally  attractive,  but  of  strotig  mind,  exceedingly  chari- 
table to  the  poor,  perfectly  devoted  to  him,  and  admirably  adapted  to 
his  character  in  all  things." 

Mr.  Parker's  intellectual  qualities  were  of  a  high  order,  and  would 
have  conducted  him  to  eminence  in  any  profession  he  might  have  chosen. 
He  had  an  active  mind,  a  clear  head,  quick  perception,  sound  judg- 
ment, and  a  great  deal  of  strong  common  sense.  He  was  peculiarly 
fitted  for  the  profession  of  the  Ifcw.  He  had  that  essential  quality 
which  is  called  "a  legal  apprehension."  His  friend  Richard  Stockton, 
whooi  he  greatly  respected  and  admired,  advised  him  to  adopt  that 
profession,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  saying,  that  if  in  regard  to  any  mat- 
ter he  wanted  to  know  what  would  be  held  law,  he  desired  to  state  his 
case  to  James  Parker.  Had  he  followed  this  advice,  he  would  no  doubt 
have  won  for  himself  distinction  and  renown.  But  these  were  not  the 
cherished  objects  of  his  life.  His  highest  ambition,  if  ambition  it 
might  be  called,  was  to  be  useful  to  others,  to  do  good  in  bis  day  and 
generation.  And  in  this  he  was  successful.  Some  may  say,  he  was  too 
honest  to  have  been  a  lawyer;  but  had  he  pursued  that  profession,  he 
would  only  have  furnished  another  illustration,  of  what  the  bar  of  New 
Jersey  has  so  often  demonstrated,  that  the  highest  professional  skill  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  fhe  purest'Integfily. " 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  has  been  fortunate  in  its  first  frvro 
Presidents — Joseph  C.  Hornblower  and  James  Parker— and  I  esteem  it 
both  an  honor  and  a  happiness,  that  in  the  case  of  both  of  them,  I  have 
been  permitted  to  portray  their  characters  and  recount  their  virtues. 
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A. 


The  Reverend  WILLIAM  SEIXNER,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Parker,  was 
a  MacGregor,  and  among  those  of  the  clan  proscribed  after  the  rebellion  of 
1715,  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  restoratory  struggles  of  the  Stuart  family. 
Obliged  to  leave  Scotland  after  the  battle  of  Preston  Pans,  in  which  he  -was 
wounded,  and  prevented  from  bearing  the  name  of  his  clan,  he  assumed  that  of 
a  friend  in  Edinburgh,  from  whom  he  received  favor  and  protection.  As  William 
Skinner  he  left  England  for  Holland,  and  subsequently,  by  way  of  Antigua,  came 
to  Philadelphia,  where  for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  having  re- 
ceived a  superior  education.  He  subsequently  returned  to  England,  and  was 
there  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  in  1721  was  appointed  missionary 
to  Perth  Amboy,  from  the  "  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts," 
and  entered  upon  bis  duties  in  1728.  He* was  twice  married.  His  first  \vife  was 
a  daughter  of  Christopher  Billop,  of  Staten  Island,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brook,  one  of  the  Society's  Missionaries,  who  had  been  stationed  at  Elizabeth- 
town.  His  second  wife,  and  the  mother  of  his  children,  was  the  youngest  daugh- 
ter of  Stephanus  Van  Cortlandt,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Parker's  mother  was  their 
only  daughter. 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mr.  Parker  was  descended  from  ELISHA  PARKEK,  who  be- 
came a  resident  of  Woodbridge  about  the  year  1675,  removing  thither  from  Staten 
Island,  who,  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1717,  filled  several  local 
offices  of  importance,  was  a  member  of  Assembly  from  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex, and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Gov.  Hunter.  His  son  John,  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Parker,  married  Janet,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Johnstone  and  Eupham  Scot. 
•whose  companionship  amid  all  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  the  voyage  in  16S5,  on 
board  of  the  "  Henry  and  Francis,"— the  "May-flower"  of  New  Jersey— led  to 
a  closer  union  after  their  arrival.  Thus,  through  both  parents,  did  Mr.  Parker 
trace  his  descent  from  a  Scotch.  :ancoetry. 


NOTE  B. 

The  following  is  the  document  referred  to  in  the  text : 

TffiFOHT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DELAWARE 
AND  RARITAN  CANAL. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
structing a  Canal  between  the  tide  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Ruritan,  beg  leave 
to  REPORT : 

That  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  requires  a  communication  bv  water 
through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  connecting  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Delaware 
nnd  Raritaii,  as  one  link  of  the  great  chain  of  internal  navigation,  which  is  to  con- 
nect all  the  Atlantic  States  and  part  of  the  Western  States  with  each  other.  This 
great  line  of  communication  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of-trade  and  intercourse 
at  all  time?,  nnd  most  essential  to  our  protection  and  defence  in  time  of  war.  Canals 
are  made  and  in  progress  on  the  one  side  of  New  Jersey,  forming,  with  the  bays  and 
rivers  with  which  they  communicate,  an  internal  navigation  as  far  as  South  Caro- 
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Una ;  while,  on  the  other  side,  the  sounds,  bays  and  rivers  of  the  eastern  and 
northern  sections  of  these  United  States,  the  Erie  and  Champlaiu  canals  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  State  Canal  now  making  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  furm, 
together,  a  series  of  inland  navigation  of  many  thousand  miles  in  extent,  iutei  rupted 
only  by  the  short  space  in  New  Jersey,  between  the  Delaware  and  Raritan.  That 
this  part  of  the  communication  ought  to  be  made,  to  complete  the  wlaole,  scums  to 
the  committee  too  evident  to  require  an  argument. 

The  >tate  of  New  Jersey,  it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  refuse  to  do  her  part,  and 
to  Contribute  her  aid  in  finishing  this  great  work ;  which,  while  it  will  facilitate  tile 
intercourse  between  the  different  States,  and  enable  them  to  supply  their  mutual 
wants,  will  so  essentially  contribute  "to  t<»rm  a  more  perfect  union— provide  for 
the  common  defence— promote  the  general  welfare— and  thereby  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  oar  posterity." 

If  the  general  welfare  requires  the  construction  of  the  Canal,  it  is  no  leas  the 
interest  of  New  Jersey  to  undertake  its  execution.  By  its  location  in  such  way,  as 
that  while  ii  answers  the  general  purposes  of  national  intercourse,  it  may  uUo  be 
rendered  subservient  to  a  future  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  State,  the 
Canal  will  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  New  Jersey — ia  the  facility  of  communi- 
cation by  which  lumber,  coal  and  all  other  articles  from  the  west  may  be  transported 
to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  affording  essential  supplies  as  well  to  the  private 
wants  as  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  that  section— securing  to  each  portion  of 
the  State  a  safe,  speedy  and  cheap  conveyance  to  either  of  the  great  markets  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  now  only  open  respectively  to  each  side  — by  the 
spring,  which  opportunity  always  affords  to  the  exertions  of  the  industrious  and 
enterprising — by  securing  to  our  own  citizens  the  benefits  enjoyed  in  other  States 
where  internal  improvements  have  taken  the  start  of  us -and,  by  giving  tliem  an 
opportunity  to  improve  their  condition  at  home,  without  emigrating  to  more 
favored  States,  as  has  been  too  much  the  case  in  New  Jersey,  to  the  great  and  mani- 
fest injury  and  loss  of  our  native  State.  We  invariably  find  that  manufactures,  trade 
and  agriculture  flourish  most  in  those  States  where  the  government  has  led  the  way 
ia  public  improvement — where  the  spirit  of  those  in  authority  has  drawn  forth  the 
resources  of  the  State  to  contribute  to  its  internal  improvement  aud  given  the  lead 
to  the  exertions  and  euterprize  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  ought  to  make  the  Canal.  Limited  in  territory,  few  iu 
numbers  compared  with  others  of  the  States,  we  ought  to  improve  the  advantages 
of  our  situutiou  as  the  surest  and  best  means  of  increasing  our  importance  in  wealth 
and  population.  We  have  been  too  long  inactiveand  silent  spectators  of  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  our  neighbors,  while  our  sons  have  been  obliged  to  leave  their 
homes  and  seek  their  fortunes  in  other  quartets,  and  to  contribute  their  lives  and 
industry  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  distant  regions. 

To  stimulate  us  in  undertaking  this  important  work,  we  would  remark  that  the 
situation  of  New  Jersey  is,  in  this  respect,  highly  favorable.  On  one  side,  New 
York,  with  rapid  strides,  has  progressed  in  the  opening  a  communication  by  water 
to  the  great  inland  seas  of  the  west,  reaching  the  extensive  and  fertile  districts  of 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  already  filled  by  a  hardy,  industrious  and  enterprising  people, 
and  the  boundless  regions  on  the  lakes  hereafter  to  be  subdued  and  cultivated  by 
the  surplus  population  of  the  East.  In  a  northern  direction,  her  canals  reach  to 
Canada -and  the  inland  sea  between  Long  Island  and  the  shores  of  New  England, 
with  the  rivers  of  that  section,  form  extended  communications  by  water,  all  cen- 
tering in  the  great  emporium  of  commerce  at  New  York,  affording  advantages 
unequalled  by  any  city  iu  this  western  world.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  wealth  and  numbers,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  State,  prove 
the  wisdom  of  her  policy,  if  a  doubt  could  have  existed  on  this  head. 

On  the  other  side,  Pennsylvania,  emulating  the  liberal  policy  of  her  sister  State, 
has  risen  in  her  strength,  and  by  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  commenced 
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the  construction  of  canals  in  every  direction  through  her  fertile  and  extensive 
domain  — calculated  to  draw  to  her  capital  at  Philadelphia,  the  wealth  and  produce 
of  her  own  State  and  of  the  neighboring  States.  The  effect  of  this  policy  cannot 
be  doubted.  The  solid  capital  of  Philadelphia— the  eminence  she  has  already 
attained,  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  State,  ensure  an 
increase  of  her  wealth,  trade  and  importance.  Under  the  present  policy  of  Penn- 
sylvania, she  may  be  second,  but  only  second  to  her  more  favored  livaL 

The  right  of  way,  by  internal  communication,  between  these  great  cities.i  n  which 
are  condensed  the  trade,  the  manufactures  and  the  wealth,  of  more  than  half  the 
United  State.*,  is  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  The  only  safe  and  certain  route,  the 
cheapest  communication  between  tha  millions  of  people  on  each  side,  is  in  out 
hands.  The  numberless  articles,  the  interchange  of  which  will  be  required  fur  the 
supply  of  their  mutual  wants,  convenience  and  luxury,  must  and  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  pass  through  a  canal  that  will  connect  the  Delaware  and  Raritan.  The 
sea,  it  is  true,  will  afford  a  way  by  which  a  part  may  be  carried,  but  certainty  in 
time,  safety  in  transporting,  with  a  reasonable  freight,  will  always  ensure  a  prefer- 
ence to  canal  routes,  over  the  uncertainty  and  danger  of  a  sea  voyage. 

The  ground  between  the  rivers  is  most  favorable  for  a  canal.  An  elevation  ef 
little  more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  tide  is  the  summit ;  nod  a  canal  along  the  mar- 
gin of  the  Delaware,  supplied  from  the  redundant  waters  of  that  river,  will  serve 
as  a  feeder  to  the  main  canal,  affording  at  the  name  time  a  communication  for  the 
passage  of  boats,  more  than  sufficient  to!  pay  the  expense  of  its  construction. 

In  an  estimate  made  by  two  of  our  most  experienced  engineers,  from  actual  sur 
rev  in  1825,  it  is  stated  that  the  expense  of  the  main  canal  across  the  State,  60 
feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  including  lockage,  bridges,  aqueducts,  Jbc,, 

wilt  be , < ." $362,293 

And  of  the  feeder,  40  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep... 226,"32 

$1,'  88,325 
Add  for  contingencies,  5  per  cent 54,416 

$1,142,741 

affording  a  canal  of  60  miles  for  little  more  than  one  million  of  dollars,  which  in  a 
few  years  must  be  the  chief  means  of  communication  for  many  millions  of  people. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  limit  the  expense  of  construction,  to  a  less  sum,  by  less- 
ening the  capacity  of  the  canal,  a  proportionate  reduction  of  the  cost  might  be 
made.  On  this  head  the  committee  conceive  themselves  not  called  npon  to  give  an 
opinion  further  than  to  remark,  that  in  a  work  of  such  importance,  nothing  should 
.be  omitted  to  make  the  canal  of  dimensions  sufficient  to  secure  the  greatest  benefit, 
and  to  provide  for  transportation  over  it  far  greater  than  is  now  generally  contem- 
plated. If  the  progress  of  improvement  should  continue  a  few  years  longer,  in 
the  ratio  of  the  past,  the  canal  now  estimated  may  be  too  small  for  the  transporta- 
tion upon  its  waters. 

It  is  well  ascertained  that  the  funds  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  canal, 
may  be  procured  by  loan,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  by 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  State  and  the  incime  of  the  canal,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal.  A  loan  at  this  rate,  the  principal 
unredeemable  for  a  period  of  years,  it  is  believed,  would  command  a  premium  at 
least  equal  to  the  interest  accruing  for  the  first  two  years;  within  which  time  the 
canal  can  be  completed. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  General  Government  would  contribute  by  loan  or 
otherwise,  if  desired,  a  great  part  of  the  requisite  means  on  terms  highly  favor- 
able to  the  State,  and  it  will  be  at  our  option  to  accept  either  as  the  terms  may 
appear  most  favorable. 

It  remains  to  enquire  how  far  it  is  probable  that  the  tolls  to  be  received  upon 
the  completion  of  the  canal  will  pay  the  necessary  repairs  and  interest  on  the 
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loan.  On  this  head  there  are  no  data  which  can  be  relied  on  with  arithmetical 
accuracy.  Let  us  imagine,  however,  that  instead  of  a  neck  of  land  separating 
the  two  rivers,  a  communication  03'  water  capable  of  carrying  vessels  of  burden 
had  been  formed  by  nature,  and  afforded  a  safe  and  certain  inland  passage  be- 
tween the  two  great  cities,  coming  into  competition  with  the  dangerous  and  un- 
certain voyage  by  sea  of  three  times  the  distance.  Can  we  doubt  that  in  such  a 
case  the  whole  trade  and  intercourse  between  these  great  emporiums  of  com- 
merce, would  have  followed  the  short,  safe,  and  certain  way,  and  that  the  sea  for 
this  purpose  would  have  been  nearly  abandoned.  Let  then  this  internal  commu- 
nication be  opened  by  the  construction  of  a  canal  of  proper  dimensions,  and  it 
needs  no  demonstration  to  convince  us  that  the  great  quantity  of  merchandize 
passing  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  North  and  South,  would 
find  its  way  along  the  canal.  The  canal  would  carry  to  New  York,  and  the  east- 
ern border  of  New  Jersey,  the  coal  of  the  Lehigh,  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna.  The  lumber  of  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna  would  pass  to  the 
east,  to  supply  that  essential  article,  which,  notwithstanding  the  vast  quantity 
from  the  canals  of  the  Hudson,  is  still  enhanced  in  price.  In  tine,  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  Canal  will  be  the  short  tunnel  through  which,  at  no  distant  day, 
will  be  carried  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  States  on  each  side,  containing  a  pop- 
ulation exceeding  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  Committee  then  have  no  doubt  that  the  tolls  of  the  canal  will  more  than 
compensate  the  repairs  and  interest,  and,  in  a  few  years,  repay  the  principal  of 
the  loan  contracted  for  its  execution. 

They  make  this  calculation  without  adverting  to  the  possibility  of  war,  in 
which,  however  reluctantly  and  contrary  to  our  policy,  we  may  hereafter  be  en- 
gaged. In  such  event,  while  the  advantages  of  the  canal  would  be  most  impor- 
tant, the  revenue  would  be  immense.  Had  a  canal  through  New  Jersey  existed 
during  the  last  war,  it  would  have  saved  millions  to  the  General  Government  in 
money,  and  more  in  time  transporting  munitions  of  war  to  the  different  States — 
and  the  tolls  would  more  than  have  paid  for  its  construction. 

The  Committee  do  not  stand  alone  in  their  opinion  of  the  probable  benefits 
arising  from  the  canal.  Its  importance,  the  necessity  of  making  it,  and  the  belief 
that  its  revenue  would  in  a  few  years,  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
moneys  expended,  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  commissioners,  who  at  differ- 
ent times,  under  the  direction  of  the  State,  have  examined  the  route  proposed. 

It  is  no  small  consideration  in  the  minds  of  the  Committee,  that  the  main  canal 
across  the  State  will  afford  opportunity  for  other  canals,  branching  from  it  in 
various  directions,  and  extending  to  many  parts  of  the  State,  where  our  citizens 
only  await  an  occasion  to  improve  their  means  of  transportation,  and  thereby 
add  to  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  State. 

The  short  time  before  the  termination  of  the  present  sitting,  does  not  allow 
the  Committee  to  add  more.  Holding  the  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
State  to  construct  the  canal,  they  submit  herewith  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

By  order  of  the  Committee. 

JAMES  PARKER. 

NOVEMBER  5,  1827. 
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SECOND     SKRIKS. 

VOL.  I.  1869.  No.  4. 

NEWARK,  May  20th,  1869. 

THE  Society  mot  in  their  rooms,  according  to  the  By-Laws,  at  11:80 
A..  M.,  the  Hon.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Recording 
Secretary,  a  report  of  the  correspondence  since  January,  was  made  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  who  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from 
Rev.  Dr.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  acknowledging  his  election  as  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  regretting  his  unavoidable  absence;  from  Messrs.  L.  F. 
Randolph,  Augustus  Pruyn,  Barton  F.  Thorn,  Daniel  Price,  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick,  George  Haskins  and  Francis  M.  Tichenor,  accepting  mem- 
bership ;  from  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  Maine,  Iowa,  Minnesota 
and  Georgia,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety of  Philadelphia,  and  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical 
Society,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  or  soliciting  the  publications  of 
the  Society;  from  Mr.  Wm.  Duane  of  Philadelphia,  transmitting  some 
specimens  of  early  New  Jersey  Currency;  from  Mr.  S.  H.  Coutts  of 
Perth  Amboy,  with  an  ancient  manuscript ;  and  from  Rev.  Joseph  T. 
Tattle,  D.  D  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  his  paper  on  the  Early  History 
of  Morris  County,  and  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $554.27,  and 
made  a  verbal  statement  of  the  general  condition  of  the  finances.  At 
his  suggestion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
be  authorized,  as  a  committee,  to  make  such  arrangements  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  invested  funds  of  the  Society,  as  they  may  think  advisable,  and  to  make 
such  changes  in  the  character  of  the  securities  as  to  them  may  seem  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  Society. 

1 
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Messrs.  Martin  R.  Dennis  and  Peter  S.  Duryee,  were  appointed  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  prior  to  the  next  January  meeting. 

The  Librarian  submitted  his  report  and  additions  to  the  Library  since 
the  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  page. 

Dr.  S.  H.  PENNINGTON,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  stated  ver- 
bally, that  nothing  had  occurred  calling  for  a  report  from  the  Committee. 
No  action  had  been  taken  under  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  January 
meeting,  authorizing  co-operation  with  any  other  literary  institution  in 
the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  the  following  Report : 
"  The  Society  has  already  been  made  aware,  through  the  Report  of 
the  Librarian,  of  the  increase  of  the  Library  since  the  last  meeting,  the 
only  additions  made  being  from  donations,  for  however  desirable  it  may 
be  to  secure  for  ourselves,  as  opportunities  offer,  every  work  illustrating 
our  history,  the  members  need  not  to  be  told  that  our  Treasury  is  not  in 
a  condition  to  warrant  the  procurement  of  books  by  purchase.  But 
charged  as  they  are  with  the  especial  duty  of  watching  over  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Library,  and  sensible  that  it  involves  no  little  responsibility, 
the  Committee  feel  impelled — as  we  have  no  Finance  Committee  upon 
whom  it  would  more  properly  devolve — to  call  the  attention  of  the  So- 
ciety to  this  want  of  pecuniary  resources.  It  is  always  an  umvelcorne 
topic,  but  one  which  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and,  especially  the  due 
increase  of  its  Library,  require  should  be  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  those  from  whom  alone  relief  may  be  looked  for. 

"  It  is  through  its  Library  and  its  publications,  that  the  usefulness  of 
the  Society  is  mainly  demonstrated,  and  the  relations  of  the  two  are 
such  that  they  ought  to  be  mutually  beneficial,  the  materials  for  history 
in  the  Library  facilitating  the  issue  of  the  publications,  and  the  sale  ot 
the  publications  facilitating  the  acquisition  of  additional  materials; 
and  the  Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  advantages  that  will  accrue 
therefrom,  would  urge  upon  the  members  generally  the  propriety  of  se- 
curing for  their  own  use  copies  of  all  the  Society's  "  Collections,'*  and 
"  Proceedings,"  the  large  amount  of  interesting  matter  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  State  which  they  contain  not  being  obtainable  elsewhere. 
Nor  is  the  supply  of  materials  for  further  volumes,  leading  to  the  more 
perfect  elucidation  of  that  history  exhausted.  Among  the  manuscript 
treasures  we  have  amassed,  there  are  many  papers  of  great  value  which 
should  be  printed,  and  among  them  special  reference  may  be  made  to 
those  of  FERDINAND  JOHN  PARIS,  the  eminent  counsel  of  the  East  Jersey 
Proprietors  in  England,  that  were  generously  deposited  with  us  some 
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years  ago  by  the  late  Miss  Rutherford.  Mr.  Paris  was  the  legal  adviser 
and  advocate  of  the  Proprietors  for  many  years  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  and  being  a  man  of  great  method  the  papers  relating  to 
their  interests  were  preserved  by  him  with  the  utmost  care,  and  have 
come  into  our  possession  as  arranged  and  indexed  by  himself.  They 
comprise  originals  of  letters  received,  copies  of  letters  sent,  and  the 
official  records  and  documents  connected  with  the  different  questions 
which  so  long  agitated  the  province,  relating  to  the  boundary  lines  be- 
tween New  Jersey  and  New  York  and  between  East  and  West  Jersey, 
as  well  as  to  the  riots  and  commotions  in  Essex  County  growing  out  of 
the  asserted  fullness  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands.  The  collection  is 
of  that  character  that  it  may  be  safely  said  the  history  of  New  Jersey 
cannot  be  properly  written  without  consulting  it,  and  as  it  should  be 
the  aim  of  every  Historical  Society  to  place  such  original  materials  be- 
yond the  reach  of  accident,  and  render  them  as  accessible  as  possible, 
the  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  society  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Publications  to  have  prepared 
for  publication  another  volume  of  "  Collections,"  to  contain  the  papers 
of  Mr.  Paris,  with  such  notes  and  illustrative  matter  as  in  their  judg- 
ment will  conduce  to  its  value,  and  to  issue  the  same  as  soon  as  the 
condition  of  the  treasury  may  warrant  it. 

"  During  the  winter,  the  Treasurer  having  made  it  convenient  to  be  in 
the  rooms  several  hours  of  every  week-day,  an  opportunity  has  been 
offered  to  members  and  others,  desirous  of  using  the  Library,  to  do  so 
without  the  Society's  incurring  the  expense  of  an  attendant :  but  the 
Committee  feel  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  reiterate  their  views  heretofore 
expressed,  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  the 
Librarian  at  the  earliest  practicable  period.  The  Library  would  derive 
much  benefit  from  the  presence  of  such  an  officer,  and  the  members 
should  feel  sufficient  pride  in  the  institution  to  furnish  the  means  for 
his  proper  compensation. 

•'  As  is  already  known  to  the  Society,  the  rent  of  the  rooms  and  other 
incidental  expenses  of  the  Library  have  been  borne  for  some  years  by  pri- 
vate subscriptions  from  only  a  few  of  the  members,  and  consequently 
the  sum  realized  has  never  been  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  the  Libra- 
ry Fund  was  intended  to  meet,  among  them  being  the  compensation  of 
a  regular  attendant.  Located  as  the  Library  was  in  Newark  by  the  votes 
of  the  Newark  members,  they  should  feel  bound  to  prove  the  propriety 
of  the  measure  by  fully  supporting  it,  now  that  it  is  here  and  attained 
to  a  magnitude  that  renders  it  not  only  creditable  to  the  Society,  but 
also  a  feature  of  the  city,  of  which  as  citizens  they  should  be  proud. 
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The  Committee  ask  therefore  that  all  the  members  who  can  do  so  with- 
out inconvenience,  particularly  those  residing  in  Newark,  should  contri- 
bute to  this  fund,  for  one  or  more  years  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
Subscriptions  for  five  years  have  generally  been  sought,  but  those  for  a 
shorter  time  will  be  welcome. 

"The  subscriptions  now  on  the  list  expire  as  follows  : 
"Expiring  in  1869,  $45;   expiring  April  1,  1870,  $345;    expiring 
April  1,  1873,  $160;  total,  $550. 

"  As  the  rent  alone  amounts  to  $450,  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  entire  punc- 
tuality is  observed  the  balance  left  for  other  expenses  is  very  small,  and 
that  with  next  April  most  of  the  subscriptions  will  cease." 

The  Committee  closed  by  urging  the  transmission  of  new  subscrip- 
tions to  the  Treasurer,  and  the  extension  of  subscriptions  about  to 
expire. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of 
thirteen  gentlemen  reported  to  them,  and  they  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers, and  new  nominations  were  received. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD,  in  furtherance  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  made  some  remarks  upon  the  interest  and  value  of  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Paris,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  towards  the  publication  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  of 
another  volume  of  "Collections,"  to  contain  the  papers  of  Ferdinand  John 
Paris,  now  in  possession  of  the  Society,  with  such  additional  illustrative  matter 
as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  of  Middlebush,  presented  in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  E.  T. 
Corwin,  his  historical  discourse  at  the  "  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Millstone"  in  1866;  and  from  himself  a 
Manuscript  Diary  of  the  events  at  the  Siege  of  Gibralter,  from  February 
to  June,  1727 — a  beautiful  specimen  of  chirography,  but  of  the  author- 
ship of  which  he  was  ignorant,  it  having  been  in  his  possession  more 
than  thirty  years. 

Mr.  C.  C.  HAVEN  presented  in  behalf  of  Miss  Montgomery  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  sword  of  General  Wm.  R.  Montgomery,  who  commanded 
the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Some  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  settlement  of  Eli/abethtown,"  being  an  examination 
of  the  claims  of  those  who  asserted  the  superiority  of  the  Indian  over 
the  Proprietory  titles.  On  concluding, 
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Mr.  JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY — commenting  upon  a  portion  of  the  paper 
which  referred  subsequent  riots  and  disorders,  among  the  descendants 
of  the  Newark  settlers,  to  the  example  of  the  Elizabethtown  people — 
pointed  out  what  he  conceived  to  be  different  in  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  settlement  of  the  two  places.  There  were  certainly  two 
sides  to  the  question,  and  he  argued  against  the  propriety  of  requiring 
the  Newark  settlers  to  patent  their  lands  purchased  from  the  Indians, 
and  read  the  affidavit  of  Robert  Treat,  (Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  118,)  detail- 
ing the  manner  in  which  that  purchase  was  made.  Although  some  of 
them  did  eventually  take  out  patents,  it  was  under  compulsion.  The 
^rant  from  the  Indians  was  obtained  by  the  license  and  request  of  the 
proprietors,  and  was  entered  at  large  on  their  records. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  in  reply,  remarked  briefly,  that  the  Indian  deed  to 
the  Elizabethtown  people  was  also  recorded,  and  that  he  conceived  the 
same  obligations  rested  upon  the  settlers  of  both  places,  both  having 
been  settled  under  the  "Concessions"  of  Berkley  and  Carteret,  a  fact 
which  the  settlers  of  Newark  recognized  at  first  by  tendering  the  quit-rents 
due  under  that  instrument,  although  averse  to  taking  out  the  patents 
for  their  lands,  a  procedure  which  was  no  less  obligatory. 

Mr.  BRADLEY  rejoined,  that  the  settlers  of  Elizabeth  claimed  adverse 
to  the  proprietors,  whilst  those  of  Newark  professedly  claimed  under 
a  purchase  made  with  their  express  license  and  assent;  and  argued  that 
such  a  prolonged  contest  on  the  part  of  the  settlers  must  have  had 
some  plausible  foundation  to  rest  upon.  The  very  purpose  of  the  set- 
tlers of  Newark  was  to  found  a  town  and  colony,  over  which  they  could 
exercise  entire  control,  so  far  as  the  admission  of  new  members  was  con- 
cerned. Hence  they  must  have  understood  that  their  purchase  from  the 
Indians,  with  the  license  which  they  had,  gave  them  title  to  the  ter- 
ritory. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  WM.  B.  KINNEY,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  presented  to  Mr.  Whitehead  for  his  paper,  and  he  was  requested  to 
place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  and  partook  of  a  collation  spread  in 
one  of  the  rooms. 


On  reassembling,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  paper  by  the 
Rev.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE,  D.  D.,  "On  the  Early  History  of  Morris  Co., 
New  Jersey." 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tattle,  for  his  valuable  contribution  to  our  local  annals, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication. 
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This  was  seconded  by  Col.  R.  S.  Swords,  with  some  complimentary 
remarks,  and  after  further  comments  by  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Haven,  Whitehead,  Baldwin,  Jackson  and  Mills,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  make  arrangements, 
if  practicable,  for  holding  a  meeting  of  the  Society  in  New  Brunswick,  during 
the  month  of  September  next. 

Adjourned. 


ELECTED  MAY  20,  1809. 


Rev.  George  B.  Bacon.  Orange. 

James  Buchanan,  Trenton. 

James  B.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  Trenton. 

Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  Millstone. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sharp  Griffith,  Trenton. 

Edmund  L.  Joy,  Newark. 

Cortlandt  L.  Parker,  Newark. 

Lewis  V.  F.  Randolph,  'Newark. 

Thomas  Sealy,  Neicark. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Steele,  New  Brumioick. 

H.  J.  Smith,  Trenton. 

Martin  Voorhees,  Princeton. 

Andrew  J.  Drake,  Newarfc. 


Stbfftmi  from  €0m$pntew  an&  facers, 

LAID   BEFORE    THE    SOCIETY,    MAY    20,    i860. 

FROM  REV.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE,  D.D.    . 

WABASH  COLLEGE,  ) 

CRAWFORDSVILLE,  INDIANA,  MAY,  1869.  ( 

W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.  K  J.  His.  So. 

MY  DEAR  SIR  : — Permit  me  through  you  to  greet  tho  members  of  the 
Society  of  which  it  was  once  my  privilege  to  be  a  member,  and  to  as- 
sure them  that  the  report  of  their  meetings  are  read  by  me  with  the 
most  lively  satisfaction.  As  members  of  this  Society  ours  has  been  a 
"  work  of  faith  and  a  labor  of  love  "  that  cannot  be  fully  appreciated 
except  by  those  who  have  sought  to  rescue  from  swift  coming  forgetful- 
ness  the  facts,  the  names,  the  incidents  which  belong  to  looal  history. 
The  stock  market  has  no  quotations  by  which  to  determine  the  price  or 
the  value  of  this  labor,  which  pays  dividends  in  the  pleasure  caused  by 
an  unselfish  enthusiasm  in  pursuits  involving  large  expenditures  of  time, 
patience  and  strength — and  I  may  add  of  money  also — a  pleasure  which 
is  above  price  to  him  who  knows  its  worth. 

Let  me  ask  the  Society's  indulgence  in  making  a  few  statements, 
which  are  in  a  sense  personal,  but  which  are  made  as  bearing  on  the 
general  designs  which  we  as  local  historians,  are  supposed  to  keep  be- 
fore our  minds.  When  I  began  my  pastorate  in  Rockaway,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1847,  many  very  aged  people  were  still  living  there,  many  of  whom 
preserved  their  mental  powers  to  an  unusual  degree.  It  soon  became 
to  me  a  pleasure,  often  indulged  in,  to  visit  these  venerable  representa- 
tives of  our  Revolutionary  period,  and  not  only  lead  them  to  talk  about 
what  they  remembered  so  well,  but  to  record  the  substance  of  their 
statements.  Some  of  the  pleasantest  hours  of  my  life  outside  the  pas- 
toral work,  were  spent  in  hearing  and  recording  these  reminiscences, 
many  of  which  have  been  given  to  the  public  through  the  columns  of 
the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  and  other  newspapers. 

In  addition  to  this  it  was  my  wont  to  spend  an  occasional  day  of 
leisure  in  the  Library  of  your  Society,  and  among  the  old  records  in  the 
State  Department  at  Trenton.  Now  and  then  a  visit  was  made  to  the 
rich  collections  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  the  old  Franklin 
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Library  in  Philadelphia  and  other  Libraries,  to  find  and  record  in  my 
scrap  book  facts  concerning  Morris  County  history.  Not  a  few  journeys 
have  I  made  to  get  hold  of  old  documents  in  the  keeping  of  gentlemen 
who  were  willing  to  give  them  up  to  one  who  valued  them.  The 
"  Erskine  Papers,"  which  were  deposited  in  your  Library  seven  years 
ago,  cost  me  a  ride  of  nearly  forty  miles  on  a  very  cold  day,  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Hon.  Jacob  M.  Kyerson  of  Bingwood.  Many  fruitless 
journeys  have  been  made  t:>  garrets  in  Morris  County,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  some  precious  old  papers.  In  several  instances  my  vexation  has 
been  extreme,  to  find  that  either  not  long  before  my  visit  a  wagon  load 
of  old  papers  belonging  to  some  Revolutionary  official  had  gone  to  the 
paper  mill,  or  been  consigned  to  the  flames,  by  some  tidy  housewife  who 
was  afraid  the  mice  might  find  a  harbor  among  them  !  For  instance  in 
one  of  my  expeditious  I  found  that  large  bundles  of  letters,  accounts, 
receipts,  and  other  documents  of  Mr  Joseph  Lewis,  'of  Baskeuridge, 
who  was  a  Deputy  of  Quarter-Master  General  Furman,  had  been  regard- 
ed as  a  nuisance  by  an  over  nice  lady  and  banished  to  a  corner  of  the 
barn,  where  they  were  soon  destroyed.  In  another  case,  the  most  of  the 
papers  pertaining  to  the  management  of  Lord  Stirling's  Furnace  had 
been  consigned  to  destruction,  because  the  mice  loved  them  more  than 
their  truly  estimable  and  intelligent  owners  did.  In  still  another  case 
a  quantity  of  papers  and  books  of  the  same  sort  had  been  sent  to  the 
paper  mill  which,  more  savage  than  the  foolish  monks  of  the  dark  ages, 
is  not  content  merely  to  j>artially  erase  the  old  words,  leaving  the 
palimpsest,  but  reduces  the  most  valuable  records  to  a  hopeless  pulp.  In 
this  way  irreparable  damage  has  been  done  to  our  local  history.  But 
some  documents  and  facts  were  rescued,  and  from  old  garrets,  old 
books,  old  newspapers,  old  deeds,  old  wills  and  old  people,  I  have  col- 
lected many  facts  which  for  the  present  are  buried  in  several  manuscript 
volumes,  in  such  thorough  confusion  as  to  resemble  the  land  of  which 
the  patriarch  speaks,  "  a  land  of  darkness  without  any  order,  and  where 
the  light  is  as  darkness" 

And  yet  these  new  books  full  of  old  things  are  very  pleasant  to  me. 
Often  for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  it  I  take  them  down  and  thumb  their 
leaves  and  enjoy  the  incidents  they  seek  to  perpetuate.  Let  me  add 
that  if  my  own  intentions  are  not  changed,  these  books  of  Morris 
County  and  Jersey  scraps  will  find  their  way  |ut  some  future  time  into 
your  Library. 

This  egotism  would  hardly  be  suft'erable  but  for  the  good  design  of  it, 
to  provoke,  especially  your  younger  members,  to  constitute  themselves 
i  nto  a  vigilance  committee  to  find  and  preserve  in  good  shape,  docu- 
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ments,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  letters,  books,  deeds,  -wills,  traditions 
written  and  unwritten,  and  to  consign  them  to  the  care  of  that  tire-proof 
building  which  the  enterprising  men  of  New  Jersey  are  to  build  for 
your  Library  and  Rooms.  / 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE. 
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From  the  Georgia  Historical  Society — Historical  sketch  of  Tomo  Chi  Chi, 
Mico  of  the  Mimocraws.  By  Charles  C.  Jones.  1868. 

From  the  Maine  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Maine  Historical 
Society.  Second  series.  Documentary  History.  Discovery. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Society  for 
the  year  1868. 

From  the  Essex  Historical  Institute— Collections,  of  the  Institute.  Second 
Series.  Part  2.  Vol.  1  ;  and  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Historical  Institute, 
No.  1.  1869. 

From  the  Neio  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society— New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register,  No.  2.  Vol.  XXIII. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — Memorial  to  Congress  on  Water 
Communication  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Lakes.  Prepared 
under  direction  of  Lucius  Fairchild,  Governor  of  Wisconsin . 

From  thtloica  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa.     January,  1869. 

From  Mrs.  E.  0.  Smith— United  States  Magazine.     1854,  1855.     Edited 

by  Seba  Smith  and  Family.     Two  vols. 

Way  Down  East,  or  Portraitures  of  Yankee  Life.    By  Seba  Smith. 

My  Thirty  Years  out  of  the  Senate.    By  Major  Jack  Downing. 

New  Elements  of  Geometry.     By  Seba  Smith. 

Miscellaneous  Notices  from  Newspapers  concerning  Mr.  Smith's 
works,  with  an  Engraved  Portrait  of  the  original  Jack  Downing.  (Seba 
Smith.) 

•  From  H.  H%  Bowne — History  of  the  Insurrection  in  the  Four  Western 
Counties  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1794.  By  Wm.  Findley.  Mem- 
ber of  H.  -R.  of  U.  S.  A. 

The  National  Calendar,  and  annals  of  the  United  States  for  1824. 
Vol.  V.     By  Peter  Force. 
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A  Short  Typographical  Description  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of 
Upper  Canada  in  North  America;  a  Provincial  Gazeteer  annexed. 
By  Win.  Smythe,  Esq. 

Observations  in  the  North  :  Eight  Months  in  Prison  and  on  Parole. 
By  Edward  A.  Pollard.  Richmond,  1805.  • 

The  Freeman's  Journal  and  Philadelphia  Daily  Mercantile  Adver- 
tiser, from  Sept.  1,  1825  to  August  31,  1826— bound. 

Maps  to  Marshall's  Life  of  Washinton. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  1).  I). — The  Colonial  History  of  Vincennes,  un- 
der the  French,  British  and  American  Governments;  by  Hon.  John 
Law ;  read  before  the  Vincennes  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society. 
Feb.  22cl,  1839,  with  additional  Notes  and  Illustrations.  1858. 

From  Hon.  Wm.  II.  Tuthill — Notice  of,  and  Addresses  at  the  Turhill 
Family  Gathering  held  at  New  Suffolk,  L.  I.,  August  28,  1867. 

From  M.  B.  Scott — Antiquity  of  the  name  of  Scott,  by  Martin  B.  Scott ; 
read  before  the  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society. 

From  James  S.  GamWe — An  Account  of  the  Weather  and  Diseases  of 
South  Carolina.  By  Lionel  Chambers,  M.  D.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  2 
Vols.  1776. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frclinghuysen — Smithsonian  Report  for  1867. 

From  Martin  R.  Dennis — Geology  of  New  Jersey,  with  Maps.  By  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature.  G.  H.  Cook,  State  Geologist,  1868. 

From  David  RipUy — Third  and  Fourth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Now 
Jersey  State  Reform  School  for  Juvenile  Offenders.  1867-1868. 

From  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.— The  First  Number  of  the  "  Federalist, " 
Trenton,  July  9,  1798  ;  and  "  Supplement  "  to  the  same 

"  The  Federalist  Extraordinary."     July  25,  1798. 

The  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  Almanac  for  1795.  The  Astro- 
nomical Calculations  by  Benjamin  Barmiker,  an  African  59  years  of 
age,  born  in  Baltimore  ;  father  an  African. 

Public  Good,  being  an  examination  of  the  claims  of  Virginia  to  the 
vacant  Western  Territory.  Philadelphia.  1780. 

Letter  to  the  Abbe  Raynal  on  the  affairs  of  North  America.  Phila- 
delphia. 1782.  By  Tho.  Paine,  M.  A.  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Abbe  Raynals'  "  Revolution  of  America."  Second  Edition, 
1782. 

Trial  of  Dr.  Wm.  Little  for  assault  and  Battery  on  his  Lawful  Wife, 
Mrs.  Jane  Little,  a  Black  Lady.  N.  Y.  1809. 
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On  the  Nature  and  Reasonableness  of  Fasting.     A  Discourse  by 
Vice  President  Sam.  Stanhope  Smith,  at  Princeton,  Jan.  (5,  1795. 
A  Discourse  on  the  Subjects  of  National  Gratitude;   Sam.  S.  Smith, 

D.  D.    Feb.  19, 1795.    Copyright  secured. 

A  Few  Remarks  on  the  Present  and  Past  State  of  Religion  in  the 
United  States.  1803. 

A  Friendly  Reply  to  "  A  Few  Remarks,"  by  John  Ffritli,  a  brother 
by  Gospel  Ties.  1803. 

Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Trenton  Library  Company,  with  Cata- 
logue. 1798. 

Five  Letters  addressed  to  the  Yeomanry  of  the  United  States,  con- 
taining some  observations  on  the  dangerous  schemes  of  Gov.  Duer  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  to  establish  National  Manufactories.  By  a 
Farmer.  Philadelphia,  1792. 

Eulogium  on  the  Character  of  General  Washington,  late  P.  U,  S., 
before  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Feb.  22,  1800.  By 
Major  Wm.  Jackson,  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  P.  U.  S.,  and  Secretary 
General  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Oration  on  the  Sublime  Virtues  of  Gen.  Geo.  Washington,  pro- 
nounced at  the  Old  South  Meeting  House  in  Boston,  Feb.  8,  1800. 
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RE  VIEW. 


The  student  of  our  Provincial  and  Colonial  history  meets  at  every 
stage  of  his  researches  with  indications,  more  or  less  distinct,  of  the 
existence  of  an  active  and  influential  party,  varying  in  power  at  different 
periods,  but  at  all  ,times  arranged  in  opposition  to  the  interest  of  the 
Proprietors  who  held  under  grants  from  the  Crown  of  England,  at  first, 
both  the  government  and  the  soil,  and  subsequently  the  soil  only. 

From  the  settlement  of  Elizabethtown,  in  1665,  down  to  the  war 
which  separated  the  Colouies  from  Great  Britain,  this  party  is  seen, 
sometimes  controlling,  always  shaping  or  modifying  public  measures 
and  exercis-ing  a  potent  influence  over  the  social  relations  of  the  people, 
particularly  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Province  ;  and  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  such  an  ever  present  element  in  our  early  history,  mer- 
iting especial  notice,  should  not  have  received  long  ago,  at  the  hands  of 
some  one  of  our  associates,  a  thorough  examination. 

With  no  intention  of  attempting  to  supercede  any  such  extended  and 
ritical  review,  I  shall  aim  in  this  paper  at  a  simple  presentation  of  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  formation  of  this  party,  with  the  view  of 
irriving,  if  possible,  at  some  sound  conclusion  as  to  its  character,  aims 
ind  effects. 

I  am  prompted  to  do  this  by  the  fact  that  a  recent  contributor  to  our 

sal  annals,  in  a  work  deserving  high  commendation  for  many  of  its 
features,*  lias  stated  in  his  preface  that  he  was  "  constrained  to  differ 
in  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  conflict  between  the  Proprietors 
ind  the  people,"  from  the  views  expressed  in  the  "  History  of  East  Jer- 
ey  under  the  Proprietory  Governments" — which  the  Society,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  honored  me  by  publishing  as  the  first  volume  of  their 
"  Collections."  Considering  it  due  to  the  Society  to  correct  any  erro- 
icous  impressions  that  volume  may  liave  conveyed,  I  have  carefully  re- 

History  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  including  the  Early  History  of  Union 
Comity,  by  Rev.  Edwin  F.  Hatfleld,  D.D. 
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viewed  the  grounds  then  taken,  and  would  now  present  my  reasons  for 
continuing  to  hold  unchanged  the  position  assumed  therein.  Let  me 
^therefore  ask  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  brief  exposition  of  the 
events  out  of  whicli  this  "  conflict "  grew,  as  they  are  now  susceptible  of 
elucidation  from  records  and  traditions;  premising,  that  during  the  last 
hundred  years  very  little  original  matter  has  been  added  to  the  stores  of 
the  historian,  whence  to  derive  any  new  facts  or  illustrations  ;  almost 
every  important  circumstance  on  both  sides  having  been  narrated  in 
that  remarkable  Bill  in  Chancery  drawn  in  1746  by  James  Alexander,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Joseph  Murray,  of  New  York ;  or  in  the  answer  there- 
to, emanating  from  William  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  William 
Smith,  Jr.,  of  New  York ;  to  both  of  which  all  writers  on  our  history 
are  more  or  less  indebted.  Both  the  Bill  and  answer,  however,  call  for 
considerable  study,  to  relieve  the  truths  they  embody  from  the  obscurity 
thrown  around  them  by  legal  technicalities,  or  the  peculiar  presentation 
of  facts  which  the  skillful  management  of  the  suit  rendered  necessary  or 
advisable. 

The  circumstances  leading  to  the  separation  of  New  Jersey  from 
New  York  are  so  well  known  as  to  call  for  no  extended  recital.  James, 
Duke  of  York,  having  received  from  his  brother  Charles,  on  the 
12th  March,  1664,  a  grant  for  all  the  lands  lying  between  the  Connecti- 
cut River  and  Delaware  Bay,  despatched  two  armed  vessels  in  April  of 
that  year  to  eject  the  Dutch  then  in  possession  at  New  Amsterdam.  Colo- 
nel Richard  Nicolls,  in  charge  of  the  expedition,  was  authorized  to  as- 
sume the  government  of  the  Tract  when  conquered ;  and  so  confident 
was  the  Duke  of  a  favorable  result,  that  while  Nicolls  was  yet  at  sea,  on 
the  23d  and  24th  of  June,  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release^  he  transferred 
to  Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  that  portion  of  his  extensive  domain  now 
known  as  New  Jersey.  It  seems  that  Nicolls  was  not  formally  notified 
of  this  fact  until  November  28th,*  and  two  or  three  weeks  more  proba- 
bly elapsed  before  the  information  reached  him  t  In  the  meanwhile,  in 
consequence  of  an  application  made  on  September  25th  by  John  Bailey, 
Daniel  Denton,  Thomas  Bennydick,  Nathaniel  Deuton,  John  Foster 
and  Luke  Watson,  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  he  on  the  30th  of  tlie]same 
month  granted  to  them,  according  to  their  request,  "  liberty  to  purchase 
"  and  settle  a  parcel  of  land  to  improve  their  labor  upon,  on  the^river 
"called  Arthur  Cull  Bay.'*  This  purchase  was  made  on  the  28th 
October,  a  deed  being  obtained  from  the  three  Sagamores  (one  only, 
however,  signing  the  instrument),  conveying  to  Bailey,  Denton  and  Wat- 

*  Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  21.  t  N.  T.  Col.  Docts.  iii,  p.  105. 
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son  "  their  Associates,  their  Heirs,  and  Executors,"  the  tract  between 
theRaritan  and  the  first  river  setting  westward  out  of  Arthur  Cull  Bay, 
"  running  westward  into  the  country,  twice  the  length  that  it  is  broad." 
the  grantors  stipulating  "  to  keep  them  in  the  Enjoyment  of  the  said 
"Lands from  all  Expulsion  and  Incumbrances  whatsoever  may  arise,  of 
"  the  said  Lands,  by  any  Person  or  Persons,  ~by  any  Reason  of  any  Title  had 
"  or  grown  (given  ?)  before  the  Date  of  these  Presents f  a  guarantee,  referring 
probably  to  a  prior  deed  given  by  the  same  Indian  thirteen  years 
previously,  to  another  party  for  the  same  tract,  raising  at  the  out- 
set a  question  of  title,  which,  whatever  of  interest  it  may  have  in  itself, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  this  connection.* 

On  the  2d  December  Gov.  Nicolls,  granted  to  Bailey  and  Watson, 
(two  of  the  purchasers  of  this  Indian  title)  John  Baker  and  John  Ogden, 
his  deed  of  confirmation  or  Patent.  "  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
"  Lands  and  appurtenances  to  the  sd  Capt.  John  Baker,  John  Ogden,  John 
"  Bailey  and  Luke  Watson  and  their  Associates,  their  heirs  Exec",  ad- 
limin"  and  assigns  forever.  Rendering  and  paying  yearly  unto  his 
"  Royal  Highness  The  Duke  of  Yorke  or  his  assigns,  a  certain  Rent  according 
"•  To  the  customary  Rate  of  ye  Country  for  New  Plantations,  and  Doing  and 
" p'  forming  such  acts  and  Things  ft.",  shall  be  appointed  by  his  said  Royal 
"  Ilighness  or  his  Deputy ,"t  <£'£• 

The  Lords  Proprietors  do  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  active  meas- 
ures for  the  occupancy  of  their  province  for  some  months,  waiting,  prob- 
ably, for  certain  intelligence  of  the  success  of  the  expedition  under 
Nicolls,  and  other  advices,  but  on  the  10th  February,  1665,  they  ap- 
pointed Philip  Carteret  their  Governor,  and  on  the  same  day  issued  their 
so-called  "  Concessions  and  Agreements,"  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  the  territory  should  be  settled ;  the  provisions  more  particularly 
affecting  the  matters  under  review  being  in  substance  as  follows  : 

All  the  lands  were  to  be  taken  up  by  warrant  from  the  Governor, 
were  to  be  surveyed  by  the  Surveyor  General,  and  patented  by  the  Gov- 
enor  and  Council. — No  quit-rents  were  payable  until  the  25th  March 
1670,  and  thereafter  annually,  a  "half  penny  of  lawful  money  of  Eng- 
'•  land  for  every  of  the  said  acres1'  was  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Early  in  August,  1665,  Governor  Carteret  arrived  in  the  waters  of 
u  Aurthur  Cull  Bay"  and  found  on  its  borders  the  pioneers  of  the 
Jamaica  emigrants,  numbering,  according  to  the  most  reliable  statements, 
not  more  than  four  families,  constituting  the  nucleus  of  the  future  Eliza- 

*  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  5— Answer  p.  8.    Letter  from  a  Gentle- 
man of  New  Brunswick,  p.  2,  &c.    E.  J.  Records  B,  181. 
t  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  86. 
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bethtown.  And  thus  were  the  representatives  of  two  parties,  whose 
conflicting  interests  were  to  disturb  for  a  century  the  harmony  that  might 
otherwise  have  prevailed,  brought  for  the  first  time  in  contact,  but  not 
in  collision ;  the  differences  were  an  after  growth.*  Let  some  considera- 
ation  be  now  given  to  the  character  of  their  respective  titles  to  the  soil. 

To  understand  aright  the  events  of  any  historical  period — to  appre- 
ciate fully  the  relations  existing  between  the  Governors  and  the  gov- 
erned, and  their  respective  rights  and  obligations,  it  is  certainly  advis- 
able to  realize  as  clearly  as  possible  the  peculiarities  of  the  time  as  de- 
veloped in  the  prevailing  principles  of  law  and  government  and  the 
social  condition  of  the  people.  The  more  perfect  that  realization,  the 
more  readily  will  the  true  position  of  affairs  be  perceived.  These 
would  seem  to  be  axioms  scarcely  needing  to  be  stated,  but  to  a  disre- 
gard of  them  may  be  mainly  attributed  the  different  opinions  that  have 
been  entertained  respecting  the  circumstances  we  are  considering.  To 
canvass  the  acts  of  individuals  or  nations  in  1664,  by  the  light  which 
more  than  two  hundred  years  of  human  progress  has  thrown  upon  in- 
tricate questions  of  moral  and  social  science,  is  as  judicious,  as  will  be 
the  attempt  of  the  historian  two  hundred  years  hence  to  reconcile  the 
state  of  things  which  we  may  safely  conclude  will  then  have  resulted  from 
progressive  civilization,  with  that  existing  not  long  since  throughout  a 
large  portion  of  our  country,  from  the  legal  slavery  that  then  prevailed. 
But  such  has  been  the  course  of  writers  upon  this  subject.  The  doings 
of  the  seventeenth  century  have  been  judged  by  the  maxims  of  the 
nineteenth. 

"  It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  English  Law,"  says  Kent,t  "  de- 
"  rived  from  the  maxims  of  the  feudal  tenures,  that  the  King  was  the 
"  original  proprietor,  or  .Lord  paramount  of  all  the  land  in  the  kingdom, 
"  and  the  true  and  only  source  of  title,"  and  not  only  England,  but  all 
the  European  nations  that  established  colonies  in  America,  acting  upon 
this  principle,  in  conjunction  with  the  dogma  that  discovery  conferred 
the  right  to  govern,  assumed  the  position  that  every  government  within 
the  limits  of  its  discoveries  reserved  to  itself  the  exclusive  right  to 

*  The  harmony  that  prevailed  at  first,  is  attributed  by -Dr.  Hatfield,  (Hist,  of 
Elizabeth,  pp.  44, 50)  to  an  entire  relinquishment  by  Carteret  of  the  claims  of  those 
he  represented,  but  of  which  relinquishment  there  is  no  evidence  other  than  the 
exparte  statements  in  the  "  Answer"  to  the  Bill  in  Chancery.  In  that  document, 
of  course,  everything  is  denied  that  can  possibly  favor  the  case  of  the  Proprietors, 
even  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  the  Town,  which  Dr.  H.  concedes  to  have 
been  probably  christened  after  Lady  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Sir  George  Carteret, 
but  which  the  descendants  of  the  settlers  very  indignantly  deny,  (Answer,  p.  20) 
claiming  that  the  place  was  named  in  "memory  of  the  renowned  Queen  Eliza- 
beth." 

t  Commentaries,  Vol.  I,  pp.  376,  377. 


WITH   THE    SETTLEMENT   OF   ELIZABETH,    N.   J.  159 

grant  a  title  to  the  soil,  subject  only  to  the  Indian's  /'  right  of  occu- 
pancy ;''  and  all  persons  were  precluded  from,  acquiring  even  that  right 
from  the  natives,  except  by  permission  first  obtained  from  its  recognized 
agents  or  authorities.*  Even  at  the  present  day  and  in  our  own  land 
u  the  presumption  is,"  says  Judge  Kent,  "  that  the  Indians  are  to  be 
•'  considered  merely  as  occupants "  *  *  and  *  *  "  deemed  inca- 
"  pable  of  transferring  the  absolute  title  to  any  other  than  the  Sovereign 
"  of  the  country." 

Such  being  the  principles  of  law — such  being  the  modes  of  procedure 
recognized  as  sound  and  universally  prevalent  in  1664,  what  was  the 
course  pursued  under  them  by  the  emigrants  from  Long  Island  ?  Did 
they  conform  to  them  ?  They  did.  Not  for  a;  moment  did  they  question 
the  supreme  authority  of  the  grantee  of  the  Crown  over  the  land  they 
desired  to  possess,  but  addressed  their  "  humble  petition"  tohisrepre- 
:>entative  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  Indian  title  thereto ;  and  having 
obtained  it,  instead  of  being  satisfied  therewith,  sitting  down  each 
"  under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree,  with  none, to  make  him  afraid," 
they  acknowledged  the  yet  defectiveness  of  their  title,  and  the  necessity 
for  further  and  ampler  powers  than  were  conferred  by  the  acquisition 
of  the  Indian's  simple  right  of  occupancy,  by  their  application  for  a 
confirmation  of  their  purcha'se  and  by  their  submission  to  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  alone  they  might  fully  enjoy  the  privileges  they 
sought.  And  what  were  those  conditions  ?  The  Patent  very  clearly 
specifies  them  as  consisting  in  "  rendering  and  paying  yearly  unto  his 
"  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  OK  HIS  ASSIGNS  for  ever,  a  certain 
"  Rent,  according  to  the  customary  rate  of  the  country  for  new  planta- 
"  tious,  and  doing  and  performing  such  acts  and  things  as  shall  be  appointed 
"  by  his  said  Royal  Highness  OR  HIS  DEPUTY." 

It  was  very  soon  contended  on  strictly  legal  grounds  that,  the  acts  of 
Nicolls  affecting  New  Jersey,  being  subsequent  to  the  transfer  to  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  were  null  and  void,  and  the  specific  question  some  years 
later  t  being  submitted  to  eight  distinguished  lawyers,  (among  them 
being  Holt,  afterward  Chief  Justice,  Win.  Williams,  afterward  Solic- 
itor General,  John  Hollis,  and  one  of  the  Pollixfeus)  "  whether  the  grants 
"  made  by  Col.  Nicolls,  are  good  against  the  assigness  of  the  Lord  Berkley 
'•and  Sir  George  Carteret,''  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  "  the  author- 
ity by  which  Col.  Nicolls  acted,  determined  by  the  Duke's  grant  to  the 
"  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  all  grants  made  by  him 


*  Kent  I,  p.  257,  379.     Story,  pp.  6,  7. 

t  A  copy  in  theN.  Tork,  Hist.  Soc.  Library,  Boundary  Papers,  Vol.  1,  gives  1680 
as  the  date. 
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"  afterwards  (tho1  according  to  the  Commission)  are  void  ;  for  the  dele- 
."  gated  Power  which  Col.  Nicolls  had,  of  making  Grants  of  the  Lands, 
"could  last  no  longer  than  his  Master's  Interest,  who  gave  him  that 
"Power;  and  the  having  or  not  having  Notice  of  the  Duke's  Grant 
"  to  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  makes  no  difference  in 
"  the  Law,  but  the  want  of  Notice  makes  it  great  equity,  that  the  pres- 
'•  ent  Proprietors  should  confirm  such  Grants  to  the  people  wlia  will  submit 
"  to  the  Concessions  anil  Payment  of  the  present  Proprietors  common  Quit 
"  Rents;  otherwise  they  may  look  upon  them  as  Dis-seisors,  and  treat 
"  them  us  such."*  Now  this  equitable  right  was  always  acknowledged. 
No  attempt  was  ever  made  to  set  aside  the  Indian  grant  of  occupancy. 
It  was  ever  alluded  to  by  Carteret  as  a  "lawful  purchase,"  but  that  by 
no  means  interfered  with  the  right  of  the  Proprietors  to  the  stipulated 
customary  rent  referred  to  in  the  legal  opinion  just  cited,  or  to  the  ob- 
servance of  such  regulations  as  might  be  prescribed  by  those  to  whom 
the  powers  of  the  Duke  of  York  were  delegated. 

It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  place  Berkley 
and  Carteret  in  possession  of  the  tract  conveyed  by  him  untrammeled 
by  any  restrictions  or  iucumbrauces  whatever,  "in  as  full  and  ample  a 
manner"  as  he  had  received  it  from  the  King,  and  so,  by  confirmation 
after  contirrnatian  was  the  fact  sought  to  be  established  that  they  were, 
using  the  language  of  Charles  himself,  "  absolute  Proprietors"  of  the 
provincc.t  But,  notwithstanding  that  this  appears  to  be  so  definitely 
affirmed,  I  conceive  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  establish  the  invalidity  of 
Nicolls'  grants  in  order  to  prove  the  erroneous  position  taken  (not  at 
first,  but  subsequently)  by  those  claiming  through  him.  Allowing  his 
authority  to  be  unquestionable,  what  were  the  conditions  of  his  Patent? 

In  the  first  place  "  the  customary  rate  of  the  country  •'  was  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  Duke  "  Dr  his  assigns."  Is  there  any  doubt  as  to  who 
were  ''  his  assigns  "  in  New  Jersey  ?  Is  there  any  allegation  that  the 
"  half  penny  per  acre  *'  prescribed  as  the  rent  by  those  "  assigns  "  ex- 
ceeded the  customary  rate  ?  I  have  not  met  with  any  such.j  And  what 
were  the  ''  acts  and  things  to  be  done  and  performed  "  according  to  the 


*  Elizabethtown  Bill,  p.  41. 

t  Grants  and  Concessions,  pp.  ol  and  39,  &c. 

1  The  fact  is,  there  was  no  one  customary  rate.  Some  of  Nicolls'  patents 
call  for  "  a  Lamb,"  or  "a  Barrel  of  Cod  Fish."  (Bill  15)  and  some  were  free, 
but  we  find  "bushels  of  winter  wheat"  for  tracts  of  80  acres,  which  at  5s.  a 
bushel  was  equal  to  three-fourths  of  a  penny  per  acre.  In  Dongan's  time  the 
early  patents  were  "  called  in,"  and  new  ones  issued  at  higher  rates,  (N.  Y. 
Col.  Docts.  iii.,  p.  401,  412)  and  iu  1688  Andros  was  limited  to  2s.  6d.  per  100 
acres,  which  was  more  than  %d.  per  acre,  (N.  Y.  Col.  Docts.  iv.,  p.  303.) 
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appointment  of  the  Duke  "  or  his  Deputy,"  but  thoss  prescribed  in 
the  Concessions?  No  rent  was  ever  paid  to  the  Duke  personally, 
no  requisition  from  him,  as  to  "  acts  and  things  to  be  done  and 
performed "  was  ever  received  or  heeded,  the  parties  therefore,  to 
whom  both  obligations  were  due,  were  beyond  question  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  who  were  clothed  with  all  the  rights  and  author- 
ity the  Duke  himself  possessed;  and  so  the  Duke  asserted  when, 
in  reference  to  those  who  subsequently  set  up  the  claims  of  the  Jamaica 
emigrants,  he  wrote  to  his  Governor  of  New  York:  "  I  would  have  you 
"  take  notice  yourself,  and  when  occasion  offers,  make  known  to  the  said 
"  persons  and  to  all  others,  if  any  be  pretending  from  them,  that  my 
'•  instruction  is  not  at  all  to  countenance  their  said  pretentious  nor  any 
"  other  of  that  kind,  tending  to  derogate  in  the  least  from  my  grant 
"  above  mentioned  to  the  said  John  Lord  Berkley,  and  Sir  George  Car- 
"  teret,  their  heirs  and  assigns*" 

The  attempts  made  to  prove  that  Elizabethtown  was  not  settled  under 
the  provisions  established  by  Berkley  and  Carteret,  have  necessarily  led 
to  the  adoption  of  the  theory  that  it  is  probable  possession  was  taken  of 
the  tract,  formally,  between  the  date  of  the  purchase  from  the  Indians, 
and  the  date  of  Gov.  Nicolls'  confirmation,  that  is,  between  the  28th 
October  and  the  1st  December,  1664,  ~because  the  "  four  hundred  fathoms 
of  white  wampum  "  which  constituted  part  of  the  consideration  to  the 
Indians,  and  which  was  to  be  paid  after  "  a  years'  expiration  from  the 
day  of  entry  upon  the  said  lands,"  was  acknowledged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived in  full  on  the  24th  November,  1665  ;  it  not  being  prdbctiU  that 
the  time  of  payment  was  auticipated.t  Now  both  these  affirmative 
and  negative  probabilities  seem  to  be  rendered  considerably  less  striking 
by  the  fact  that  a  receipt,  appended  to  the  deed  itself,  shows  that  pay- 
ment of  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  of  wampuui  was  made  as  early  as 
August  8th,  1665,  and  if  the  convenience  or  interests  of  the  parties 
caused  them  thus  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  one-fourth,  why  should 
not  the  payment  of  the  other  three-fourths  have  been  anticipated  also  \ 
Is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  arrival  of  Philip  Carteret  and  his  com- 
pany, facilitated  the  payment,  by  placing  at  once  at  the  disposal'of  the 
purchasers  the  means  of  meeting  their  engagements,}  than  that  aiiy 
attempt  at  settlement  should  have  been  made  in  November,  when  the 
proximity  of  winter  must  have  prevented  auy  improvements  ?  The 


*  Grants  and  Concession*,  p.  32. 

t  Answer  to  Bill,  pp.  7,  8.    Hatfield's  Elizabeth,  p.  37. 

;  See  affidavit  of  Edward  Sackrillc  referred  to  on  a  subsequent  page. 
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actual  settlement  was  probably  commenced  in  the  Spring  of  1665,  so 
that  the  assertion  made  in  1746,*  that  there  were  not  more  than  four 
families  on  the  ground  ("  if  so  many  ")  when  Carteret  arrived  early  iu 
August,  must  be  regarded  as  the  closest  approximation  to  the  truth  now 
attainable.  No  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  been  yet  discovered,  while 
the  assertion  is  based  upon  actual  affidavits  made  seventy  years  pre- 
vious, by  three  apparently  disinterested  individuals,  personally  cognizant 
of  the  matters  of  which  they  affirmed.  As  these  affidavits  have  never 
been  printed  in  full,  it  is  well  to  introduce  one  of  them  here,  as  the  im- 
portance of  its  revelations  cannot  be  questioned.! 

"  SILVESTKE  SALISBURY  of  New  Yorke  Gent,  maketh  oath  that  in  or 
"about  the  yeare  1665,  he  being  then  at  New  Yorke,  there  arrived  Philip 
li  Carteret  Esqr  at  New  .Jersey  in  America  in  a  Ship  called  the  Philip 
"  wch  s"  ship  was  100  tuns  &  had  then  aboard  her  about  30  servants  & 
"  severall  goods  of  great  value,  proper  for  the  first  planting  and  settling 
"  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  &  this  deponent  sayeth  that  at  the  time  of 
"  ye  arrivall  of  the  sd  ship  there  were  about  four  families  in  New  Jersey 
"  (except  some  few  at  'New  Sinks  that  went  under  the  nornen  (?)  of  Qua- 
"  kers)  and  that  ye  sd  Philip  Carteret  after  his  arrivall  there  landed  y"  s* 
'•  servants  and  goods  &  applied  himselfe  to  ye  planting  and  peopling  of  y' 
"  s11  Colony  &  that  he  sent  diverse  persons  into  New  England  &  other 
''places  to  publish  ye  Concessions  of  ye  Ld"  Propriet"  and  to  invite  people 
'*  to  come  &  settle  there,  whereupon  &  within  a  years  time  or  thereabouts 
"  severall  prsons  did  come  wth  their  families  and  settled  there  in  severall 
"  townes  :  And  this  Deponent  sayth  that  he  believes  there  would  few  or 
"none  have  come  thither  if  the  sd  Philip  Carteret  had  not  settled  himself 
"  asaforesd  &  brought  such  goods  &  sent  such  Messengers  as  aforesd.  And 
''  this  Deponent  sayeth  that  ye  &11  ship  remained  there  about  six  months,  & 
"  then  went  to  Virginia,  England  &  other  places  &  about  a  yeare  or  more 
'•  after  returned  to  New  Jersey  where  she  remained  for  severall  months ; 


*  Elizabethtown  Bill,  pp.  28,  66. 

t  The  originals  of  these  interesting  documents  are  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  Boundary  papers  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
Library,  with  which  papers,  however,  they  have  no  apparent  connection.  They 
were  among  the  papers  of  James  Alexander,  and  are  in  company  with  a  letter 
from  him  to  Edward  Antill  of  New  Jersey,  making  enquiries  respecting  the 
deponent.  The  affidavits  are  only  briefly  referred  to  in  the  Elizabethtown  Bill, 
(page  38)  owing  probably  to  the  difficulty  encountered  iu  legally  establishing 
their  authenticity,  of  which,  however,  there  seems  no  ground  for  doubt.  It  is 
probable  they  originally  had  some  reference  to  establishing  the  fact  of  the  set- 
tlement, prior  to  the  re-conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Dutch  in  1673,  with  the 
view  to  its  repossession  on  its  restoration  to  the  English,  under  the  treaty  be- 
tween Charles  II  and  the  States  General,  Feb.  1674.  See  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  7. 
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'  And  this  Deponent  sayth  that  the  s"  Philip  Carteret  at  his  arrival  did 
"  declare  &  owne  that  the  sd  ship  servants  &  goods,  did  belong  to  the 
"  R'  Honb*  Sr  George  Carteret  &  "were  sent  by  him  for  the  beginning  and 
"  encouragem't  of  the  peopling  and  planting  of  the  sd  country  ;  And 
"  farther  sayeth  that  the  sd  Sr  George  Carteret  did  send  severall  other  Yes»- 
"  sels  thither  particularly  a  Ketch  whereof  Peter  Bennet  was  master  anto 
"  1673  laden  wlh  wines  and  severall  other  English  goods. 

"  SILYESTRE  SALISBURY." 
'  Jurad  4"  die  neb.  1675  coram 

"  me  en  Cancellar  Magester. 

•"JO.  COTT." 

Captain  Silvestre  Salisbury  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  posses- 
sor of  lands  on  Hudson  River.  He  was  sent  to  England  in  1675  by 
Governor  Andros,  to  give  information  to  his  royal  Master  respecting 
various  matters  affecting  the  interest  of  his  province  of  New  York,  es- 
pecially the  desirableness  of  Connecticut,  and  shortly  after  making  this 
affidavit  returned  to  America  and  is  thought  to  have  been  subsequently 
in  command  of  the  fort  at  Albany.*  Another  affidavit  similar  in  all 
respects  to  that  of  Salisbury's,  was  made  at  the  same  time  by  "  Peter 
Smith,  Gent,  of  New  York,"  who  is  thought  to  have  been  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic Priest,  and  subsequently  chaplain  to  Governor  Dougan.t  The  third 
affidavit}:  is  by  "Edward  Sackville  of  "Westminster,  Gent,"  sworn  to 
before  Wm.  Beversham,  Feb.  24,  1675-6,  and  is  similar  to  the  two  oth- 
ers, excepting  that  instead  of  the  closing  paragraphs  in  them  referring 
to  the  ownership  of  the  "  Philip"  and  cargo,  and  to  the  despatch  of 
other  vessels  to  the  province  by  Sir  George  Carteret,  there  appears  this 
important  item  of  testimony. 

"  And  [the  deponent]  further  sayeth  that  to  his  certain  knowledge 
"  the  S"  Philip  Carteret  did  pay  unto  the  Indians  in  goods  to  a  consid- 
"  erable  value  that  they  might  enjoy  their  land  quietly,  otherwise  they 
"  could  not  have  inhabited  the  same." 

We  have  here  then  positive  evidence  of  a  fact,  in  accordance  with  what 
would  otherwise  have  seemed  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  stipulated  consideration  to  the  Indians.  For 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  contemplated  settlement  had  assumed  such 
bright  colors  in  the  distance,  as  to  render  the  acquisition  of  an  interest 
therein  to  be  sought  with  great  avidity,  there  being  positive  evidence 

*  Letter  of  Edward  Antill  in  Boundary  Papers,  Hist.  Soc.  Library.— N.  T.  Col. 
Docta.  II.  p.  739.     HI.  pp.  334—236,  238,  415. 

t  Letter  of  Edward  Antill. 

*  It  is  endorsed  on  the  back  "  A  writing  of  great  concernment." 
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that  some  were  found  who,  after  contributing  towards  the  Indian  pur- 
chase fund  "  disliking  ye  place  vpon  a  view  off  it,"  had  their  advances 
refunded  to  them,*  Some  collatteral  evidence  is  also  offered  of  the  few 
actually  interested  in  the  settlement,  until  after  the  arrival  of  Cartcret,  in 
the  very  document  referred  to  as  conveying  to  them  their  title.  The  ap- 
plicants to  Nicolls  for  permission  to  purchase,  as  already  stated,  were 
six  in  number,  John  Bailey,  Daniel  Denton,  Thomas  Benneydick,  Nathaniel 
Denton,  John  Foster,  and  Luke  Watson,  but  the  deed  from  the  Indians 
was  only  to  Bailey,  Daniel  Denton,  and  Luke  Watson,  for  although 
the  words  "  and  their  associates"  were  added,  it  is  very  doubtful,  from 
several  circumstances,  whether  they  had  as  yet  any  so  indentified  with 
them,  as  to  render  their  co-operation  certain.  When,  in  little  more  than 
a,  month  later,  the  purchase  was  confirmed  by  Gov.  Nicolls,  it  was 
to  Capt.  John  Baker — who  probably  for  his  services  as  Interpreter,  was 
allowed  to  participate  in  its  benefits  without  any  contribution  towards 
the  purchase ;  John  Ogden — then  expecting  to  become  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  enterprise,  and  who  shortly  afterwards  purchased  the 
interest  of  the  Dentons ;  John  Bailey,  and  Luke  Watson :  and  the 
presumption  is.  that  at  the  time  when  the  final  payment  was  made  to  the 
Indians  (Nov.  24.  1 665),  Carteret,  by  the  purchase  of  Bailey's  interest, 
that  very  day,  and  by  contributions  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors — Ogden 
by  the  purchase  of  the  interest  of  the  Dentons — and  Luke  Watson,  were 
the  only  parties  having  anything  at  stake  pecuniarily.!  Hence  the  rea- 
sonable explanation,  why,  when  the  transfer  of  the  Indian  title  to  one 
moiety  of  the  purchase  (which  will  presently  be  noticed)  was  made  to 
Daniel  Pierce  and  his  associates,  the  deed  was  signed  only  by  Carteret, 
Ogden  and  Watson,  as  the  only  parties  interested  in  that  title. 

That  the  denial  of  the  Proprietor's  rights  to  the  soil  was  an  after- 
thought, would  seem  to  be  susceptible  of  proof  from  several  well  estab- 
lished facts,  only  two  or  three  of  which  can  be  specified  in  this  paper. 

Governor  Carteret,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  as  we  have  seen,  dis- 
patched special  agents  to  New  England,  and  other  places,  to  publish 
the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  and  to  invite  emigration  to  New  Jersey.* 

It  is  well  known  that  the  settlement  of  Newark  was  the  consequence 

*  Albany  Documents,  vol.  82  p.  118. 

.  t  Unless  we  except  two  individuals,  Ambrose  and  Josiah  Sutton,  who  subse- 
quently complained  that  they  never  "had  any  consideration  in  land  or  any  other 
way,"  for  the  sums  they  had  advanced,  they  not  having  become  residents, 
(Albany  Documents,  vol.  32,  p.  118.) 

*  Is  it  "  probable"  that  Long  Island  was  not  among  the  places  to,which  these 
persons  were  sent,  or  that  the  settlers  thence  came  not  in  accordance  with  this 
invitation  ? 


WITH   THE   SETTLEMENT   OF  ELIZABETH,   N.   J.  165 

of  this  publication  and  invitation,  and  it  is  entirely  in  accordance  with 
probability,  as  well  as  with  tlie  asserted  claims  of  the  proprietors,  that 
the  lauds  located  subsequently,  if  located  legally,  were  so  located  under 
the  "  Concessions,"  and  to  sustain  this  position  I  would  refer  first  to  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  settlement  of  Woodbridge  and  Piscataway. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  deed  from  the  Indians  was  to  Bailey, 
Denton  and  Watson  and  their  associates.  But  as  we  have  seen,  nei- 
ther Bailey  nor  Denton  felt  sufficiently  assured  of  the  success  of  the 
undertaking  in  which  they  had  embarked,  and  before  1666  the  rights  of 
Bailey  had  been  assigned  to  Philip  Carteret,  and  those  of  Denton  to 
John  Ogdeii.  Baker,  the  other  grantee  named,  not  having  become  a  resi- 
dent, Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson  were  in  1666,  as  has  been  shown,  the 
holders  of  the  title  under  the  original  purchase.  Now  it  is  very  sig- 
nificant of  the  views  which  then  prevailed  that,  when  in  consequence 
of  the  invitation  they  had  received,  in  common  with  the  residents  of 
"  other  places,"  Daniel  Pierce,  John  Pike  and  Andrew  Tappan,  of  New- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  presented  themselves  in  New  Jersey  and  fixed  upon 
the  southern  portion  of  the  Elizabethtowu  tract  as  a  desirable  location 
for  one  or  more  towns,  Philip  Carteret  as  "  Governor  of  the  Province 
"  of  New  Jersey,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Lords  Proprietors"  should  on  the 
21st  Slay,  1666,  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  them,  to  which 
John  Ogden  was  a  witness,  wherein  are  these  two  pregnant  passages. 

"  They  shall  have  the  liberty  within  themselves  to  lay  out  every  man's 
"  proportion  of  land  according  to  their  judgment  and  discretion,  not  ex- 
"  ceecling  the  proportion  limited  in  the  Lords  Proprietors1  Concessions.'1'' 

"  For  the  half-penny  per  acre  per  annum,  due  to  the  Lords  Proprietors, 
"  the  payment  is  to  begin  the  25th  of  March,  1670;  and  that  every  man 
"shall  pay  yearly  in  the  Country-pay  for  no  more  Land  than  what  is  ap- 
"propriated  to  him  ly  patent ;  provided,  that  every  person  shall  patent  so 
"much  land  in  proportion,  as  is  specified  in  the  Concessions,  or  according 
"  to  their  estates  ;  and  that  all  lands  so  patented,  shall  be  surveyed  and 
"  bounded  by  the  Surveyor  General  or  his  deputy,"  &c.* 

Could  any  thing  more  emphatically  set  forth  what  were  thought  to  be 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  settlers  within  the  Elizabethtown  tract,  after 
the  publication  of  the  "  Concessions,"  than  this  document  ?  If  it  had  not 
been  considered  a  correct  exposition  of  those  rights  and  privileges,  how 
happens  it  that  no  exceptions  were  ever  taken  to  its  terms  ?  If  still  rec- 
ognized as  paramount,  why  was  Nicolls'  Patent  entirely  ignored — not 
even  alluded  to  ? 

*  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  29.  For  the  document  in  full  sec  E.  J.  Records,  Liber 
i,  3d  part,  p.  19. 
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Having  thus  conformed  to  the  established  mode  of  procedure  in  ac- 
quiring their  lands,  and  recognized  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Lords 
Proprietors,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  question  as  to  the  extent  of 
their  domain  and  its  freedom  from  all  Indian  rights  of  occupancy,  a 
Deed  was  executed  Dec.  llth  of  thesanie  year  :  "  Between  Capt.  Philip 
"Carteret,  Esq.,  Govenor  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  John  Ogden. 
u  Esq.,  and  Luke  Watson,  of  Elizabethtown,  in  the  sd  Province  of  the  one 
"  part,  and  Daniel  Pierce  of  Newbury  and  his  associates,  of  the  other 
"  part,"  conveying  "  the  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  a  certain  tract  of 
"  land  situate  lying  and  being,"  &c.,  (following  the  Elizabethtown  pur- 
chase deed)  "  which  said  tract  of  land  was  lawfully  purchased  from  the 
'*  natives  or  Indians,  by  John  Bayley,  Daniel  Denton  and  the  said  Luke 
"  Watson,"  &c.,  *  *  — not  a  word  said,  be  it  observed,  of  its  "confinn- 
''  ation,"  by  Nicolls — "  to  hold  the  one  moiety  or  half  of  the  said  purchase) 
"  &c.,  equal  with  the  other  moiety  belonging  to  Elizabethtown  aforesaid, 
"  with  all  and  singular  rights,  title,  interest  and  conveyances  (conveni. 
"ences?)  belonging  ;''— the  grantees  stipulating  that  the  ''said  Daniel 
"  Pierce  and  his  associates  shall  and  may  enjoy  forever  all  and  singular 
"  the  before  demised  premises,  in  as  full  and  ample  a.  manner  as  the  said 
"  Capt.  Carteret,  John  Ogden  and  Luke  Watson  do  hold  and  enjoy  the  same." 

The  light  that  each  of  these  documents  throws  upon  the  other  is 
remarkable,  and  it  would  seem  that  nothing  else  could  be  required  to 
establish  the  fact  of  the  entire  acquiescence  of  the  first  settlers  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  Proprietors  title.  In  the  latter  document  we  find 
that  the  moiety  of  the  tract  disposed  of  was  to  be  held  on  precisely  the 
same  terms  as  the  moiety  retained ;  that  the  grantees  were  to  hold  and 
enjoy  forever  their  portion  "  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner"  as  the 
grantors  hold  theirs.  If  we  wish  to  know  what  those  terms  were,  and 
in  what  that  fullness  of  possession  consisted,  we  have  only  to  refer  to 
the  former  document  and  we  have  the  information.  If  Pierce  and  his 
associates  were  to  have  their  respective  properties  regulated  by  "  the 
Lords  Proprietors  Concessions,"  the  same  Concessions  were  to  regulate 
of  course  the  properties  of  Ogden  and  his  associates.  If  the  lands  in 
the  southern  half  were  to  be  appropriated  to  each  settler  by  Patent,  the 
provision  must  have  applied  as  well  to  the  lands  in  the  northern  half.  If 
the  one  party  was  to  pay  the  half  penny  per  acre  per  annum,  of  course 
the  same  rent  was  to  be  paid  by  the  other.* 


*  I  cannot  refrain  from  introducing  a  passage  from  Dr.  Hatfield's  recent  His- 
tory of  Elizabeth,  giving  an  account  of  the  transfer  to  Pierce  and  his  associates, 
to  show  how  naturally  theories  may  obscnre  the  truth.  Neither  of  the  doc- 
nments  I  have  referred  to  are  quoted,  and  the  circumstances  are  disposed  of  as 
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But  it  is  said  that  Governor  Carteret,  by  purchasing  the  rights  of 
Bayley  and  others,  confessed  that  the  grant  or  confirmation  by  Governor 
Nicolls  of  the  Indian  Deed  to  the  Jamaica  emigrants,  conveyed  a  valid 
title;  and  thereby  compromised  the  claims  of  the  Proprietors.  Let  us 
give  to  this  a  brief  consideration. 

We  have  no  definite  information  as  to  the  frequency  of  communica- 
tion between  Carteret  and  his  superiors  in  England,  nor  of  the  matters 
which  were  made  the  subjects  of  correspondence,  but  in  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  Govenor,  surrounded  by  strangers,  with  few  in  whom  to 
trust  as  advisers,  and  with  Governor  Nicolls  near  at  hand  fostering  feel- 
ings of  disappointment  and  chagrin  at  having  lost  control  of  what  he 
deemed  "all  the  improvable  part"  of  the  Duke's  territory,*  he  must 
have  often  found  himself  at  a  loss  how  best  to  act,  so  as  to  guard  the 
interest  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  at  the  same  time  retain  his  personal 
influence,  and  ensure  his  personal  comfort.  Decisions  he  had  to  make 
without  doubt,  unfortified  by  the  views  of  his  superiors,  but  there  is 
nothing  known,  at  variance  with  the  reasonable  supposition,  that  in 
reference  to  the  rights  acquired  by  the  Indian  purchase  be  acted,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  directions  or  known  wishes,  as  in  all  he  did  he  seems 
to  have  had  ever  in  view  the  '*  great  equity, "  that  the  distinguished 
counsel — already  referred  to— subsequently  thought  might  properly  lead  to 
a  confirmation  of  such  rights  to  those  who  should  submit  to  the  "  Con- 
cessions" and  payment  of  the  quit-rents.  If  not  specially  instructed,  he 

follows :  "  Some  of  the  people  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  finding  themselves  uncom- 
"  fortably  straitened  for  farming  lands  sent  an  expedition  to  visit  these  parts,  and, 
1  if  pleased  with  what  they  saw  and  heard,  to  secure  an  eligible  location  for  a 
'  town.  Hospitably  entertained  on  their  arrival,  and  made  acquainted  by  personal 
4  inspection,  with  that  part  of  the  Elizabeth  Town  patent  that  lay  between  the 
1  Raritan  and  Rahway  rivers  that  had  been  offered  on  fair  terms  by  the  town  (?) 
'  they  concluded  to  purchase  it.  According  to  the  custom  of  the  times  they  applied 
'  to  Gov.  Carteretand  received,  May  21st,  1666,  the  necessary  permit  to  settle  two 
*  townships  within  the  bounds  specified ;  for  which  a  deed,  duly  executed,  was 
'  given  them  December  llth,  1666,  by  Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson,  representing 
'  the  associates  of  the  Tomi.  *  *  *  IP  the  Town  Book,  in  which  their  early 
'  transactions  were  duly  recorded,  were  now  accessible,  it  icould,  dwibtless,  show 
1  that  the  matter  had  been  submitted  to  the  people  in  tomi  meeting  and  a  vote  taken, 
1  giving  to  Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson,  authority  to  alienate  "  the  one  moiety  or 
'  half  part"  of  their  purchased  possessions.  It  was  sold  as  such  "  half-part  of 
'  the  said  tract  of  land  which  was  purchased  of  the  Indians."  By  becoming  a 
'  party  to  this  transaction,  therefore,  Carteret  again  acknowledged  the  validity  of 
'the  original  purchase  and  patent." 

To  all  which  it  may  be  said  that  if  "  the  people  in  town  meeting,"  authorized 
this  sale,  of  which,  however,  their  is  no  proof,  then  "  tne  people  in  town  meet- 
ing" also,  acknowledged  that  they  were  bound  to  have  their  lands  surveyed  and 
patented  under  the  Concessions  ! 
*  N.  Y.  Col.  Docts.  iii,  p.  105. 
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certainly  evinced  a  true  perception  of  that  equitable  right  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  respect  it.*  This  was  the  right  he  purchased ;  this  was  the 
right  that  in  documents  bearing  his  signature  he  admits  to  have  been  in 
the  first  instance  "lawfully  purchased  of  the  Indians,"  that  "right  of 
occupancy,"  referred  to  by  the  legal  authorities  I  have  quoted,  which, 
altliough  acquired  regularly,  did  not  give  a  clear  indisputable  title  ac- 
cording to  the  theory  and  practice  of  the  day  until  surveyed  and  pat- 
ented, subject  to  the  "  certain  rent  according  to  the  customary  rate  of 
the  country  "  as  required  both  in  the  confirmatory  grant  of  Nicolls  and 
the  subsequent  Concessions  of  the  Proprietors.!  A  striking  illustration 
of  the  prevailing  disposition  to  accord  all  possible  rights  to  settlers, 
consistent  with  the  superior  title  of  the  Proprietors,  is  seen  in  the  con- 
firmation to  Augustine  Herman,  on  the  16th  Nov.,  166G,  of  lands  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Raritan,  opposite  to  Staten  Island,  lought  ly  him  of 
the  Indians  March  25th,  1651.  "  Provided  that  he  makes  good  his  pur- 
"  chase  from  the  Indians,  and  that  he  observe  all  such  conditions  and 
''  things  according  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  Concessions,"  and  there 
are  not  wanting  instances  where  claimants  to  lands  acquired  before  the 
transfer  to  Berkley  and  Carteret,  are  called  upon  to  substantiate  their 
claims  by  actual  settlement,  and  conformity  to  the  Concessions,  or  else 
the  lands  would  be  awarded  to  others. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  the  quit-rents  were  not  payable  until 
1670,  and  that  no  steps  were  taken  towards  the  issuing  of  patents  prior 
thereto,  the  delay  in  requiring  their  obtainment,  being  doubtless 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  uncertainty,  during  a  portion  of  the  time,  as  to 
where  the  ultimate  proprietorship  of,  the  province  would  rest.}  Con- 
sequently the  several  tracts  taken  up  or  allotted  to  settlers,  with  the 
improvements  placed  thereon  by  them,  were  subject  to  transfer  at  will 
to  any  purchaser,  who,  at  the  appointed  time,  should  complete  his  title 

*  The  Proprietors  general  instructions  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  natives 
merit  a  notice  here.  "  If  our  Governor  and  Counsellors  should  happen  to  find 
1  any  Natives  in  our  said  Province  and  Tract  of  Land  aforesaid,  that  then  you 
'  treat  them  with  all  Humanity  and  Kindness,  and  not  in  any  wise  grieve  or  op- 
4  press  them,  but  endeavor  by  a  Christian  carriage  to  manifest  Piety,  Justice  and 
'  Charity,  and  in  your  Conversation  with  them,  the  Manifestation  whereof  will 
'  prove  Beneficial  to  the  Planters,  and  likewise  Advantageous  to  the  Propagation 
'  of  the  Gospel."  Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  30. 

1 1  am  now  satisfied  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  the  suggestion  in  "  East 
Jersey  under  the  Proprietory  Governments,"  (Page  41,  note)  that  the  purchase  of 
Bayley' s  interest  by  Carteret  may  have  been  made  with  the  expectation  that  at 
any  time  his  purchase  might  be  confirmed.  Further  examination  has  convinced 
me  that  the  true  explanation  of  that  transaction  is  what  I  have  given  above. 

J  See  Proceedings  of  Society,  vol.  x,  p.  102— Note. 
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in  the  prescribed  mode.  There  was,  therefore,  in  the  simple  acquisition 
of  such  individual  rights  by  Gov.  Carteret — in  view  of  the  acknowledged 
"  equity  "  in  them — that  did  not  in  the  least  conflict  with  the  superior 
title  of  Berkley  and  Carteret.  Bailey,  for  example,  did  not,  in  his 
deed,  "warrant  and  defend"  his  lot  or  lots,  "with  all  and  every  the 
"  building  or  buildings  thereon"  to  Carteret,  against  all  claimants,  but 
only  in  the  language  of  the  deed,  against  "  any  person  or  persons  what- 
"  soever  that  shall  lay  any  claim  or  claims  thereunto  by  form,  or  under 
"  him  (the  said  Bailey)  or  any  of  his  heirs,"  &c.* 

And,  as  we  have  seen,  when  Carteret,  with  Ogden  and  Watson,  trans- 
ferred the  moiety  of  the  entire  tract  to  Pierce  and  his  associates,  they 
only  guaranteed  to  them  a  possession  equal  to  that  they  enjoyed  in  the 
other  moiety,  "in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  sd  Capt.  Carteret, 
"  John  Ogden  and  Luke  Watson,  do  hold  and  enjoy  the  same." 

Another  fact  establishing  the  operative  force  of  the  Concessions,  is 
this :  By  the  Concessions  it  was  stipulated  that  one-seventh  part  of  each 
Township  should  be  allotted  to  the  Lords  Proprietors,  their  "  heirs  and 
"  assigns,  the  remaining  to  persons  as  they  come  to  plant  the  same,  in 
"  such  proportions  as  is  allowed."  Thus,  in  the  agreement  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Piscataway  and  Woodbridge,  it  was  especially  provided  that  one 
thousand  acres  should  be  appropriated  to  the  Proprietors,  and  subsequent- 
ly in  the  Charter  to  Woodbridge,  Amboy  Point  was  reserved  for  their  use 
"in  lieu  of  the  seventh  part  mentioned  in  the  Concessions."  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  holders  of  the  southern  moiety  were  to  hold  and 
enjoy  forever  their  portion  "in  as  full  and  ample  manner,"  as  Carteret, 
Ogden  and  Watson  held  and  enjoyed  the  northern  moiety.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  therefore,  how  were  the  Elizabethtown  people, 
proper,  situated  as  regards  this  proviso  in  the  Concessions  ?  Why  we 
have  on  record  a  document  emanating  from  the  Govenor  and  Council, 
dated  July,  20th,  1666,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  "upon  serious  Consid- 
"  eration,  and  for  certain  and  importunate  reasons  best  known  unto  them- 
"  selves,"  they  "  have  thought  fit"  to  reserve  a  certain  parcel  of  land  and 
meadow  for  "the  Lords  Proprietors  of  this  Province  and  their  Heirs, 
"to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as  they  shall  think  fit,  as  a  part  of  that  pro- 
" portion  of  land  which  of  right  they  are  to  have  mit  of  every  Township,'1  and 
all  persons  are  forbidden  from  cutting  any  wood  thereon,  from  building 
thereon,  or  from  cultivating  any  part  of  it  "  without  special  leave  or 
"  licence  first  obtained  from  the  Governor.*"  Could  any  thing  be  more 

*  E.  J.  Records,  Lib.  i,  p.  2. 

*  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  34.   E.  J.  Records,  Lib.  iii,  p.  10. 
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conclusive  of  the  operation  of  the  "  Concessions,"  every  where,  within  the 
original  purchase,  than  this  particular  regulation  prescribed  by  them, 
thus  recognized  as  binding  in  both  its  northern  and  southern  moieties  ? 
The  "  Concessions,"  if  operative  in  part,  were  operative  throughout. 
If  the  provision  allotting  certain  lands  to  the  proprietors  was  recognized 
as  binding,  requisitions  respecting  the  payment  of  the  quit-rents  were 
equally  so,  and  if  the  payment  of  the  rent  was  acknowledged  to  be 
just,  the  obtainment  of  patents  became  equally  obligatory.  The  doc- 
ument was  ever  regarded  by  Governor  Carteret  as  a  whole,  and  he  ever 
required  it  to  be  so  accepted. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that,  notwithstanding  the  aversion 
felt  to  acknowledge  their  obligations  under  it,  respecting  their  lands, 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  soon  recognized  the  instrument  as  the 
Charter  of  their  liberties,  and  in  all  other  particulars  appealed  to  it  for 
protection  of  their  rights.  When,  in  1684,  the  twenty-four  Proprie- 
tors sent  over  to  the  Province  what  they  termed  their  "  Fundamental 
Constitutions" — the  original  document  framed,  now  enriching  the  walls 
of  the  Library  of  the  Society — which  they  thought  the  people  would  glad- 
ly adopt  in 'preference  to  the  "  Consessions,"  of  Berkley  and  Carteret, 
they  found  themselves  mistaken,  and  the,  at  first,  calumniated  instrument, 
was  retained  as  the  foundation  of  the  government.  So  in  1748 — when,  by 
act  of  the  Legislature,  the  Laws  enacted  subsequent  to  the  surrender  of 
the  Government  to  the  Crown  were  authorized  to  be  published  under 
the  supervision  of  Judge  Nevill,  the  popular  party  were  not  satisfied 
until  they  had  obtained  and  published  that  interesting  collection  of  Pa- 
pers known  as  Learning  and  Spicer's  "  Grants  and  Concessions,"  compris- 
ing all  those  early  documents  both  of  East  and  West  Jersey ;  and,  it  is 
due  to  the  much  contemned  Proprietary  Governments  to  state  that, 
the  Compilers  had  the  frankness  to  say  in  their  preface,  "  If  our  present 
"  system  of  Government  [that  was  in  1758]  should  not  be  judged  so 
"  equal  to  the  natural  rights  of  a  reasonable  creature  as  the  one  that 
"  raised  us  to  the  dignity  of  a  colony,  let  it  serve  as  a  caution  to  guard 
"  the  cause  of  Liberty" — implying  that  there  was  more  "Liberty  under 
the  Proprietors  than  under  the  Crown. 

Returning  from  this  digression  let  me  call  attention  to  a  name  that  ap- 
pears with  Carteret's  on  the  papers  we  have  been  considering— this  grant 
of  the  Southern  moiety  of  the  Elizabethtown  tract  and  this  allotment, 
out  of  the  same  tract,  to  the  Proprietors  !  it  was  that  of  JOHN  OODEN — 
one  of  those  to  whom  the  tract  was  confirmed  by  Nicolls — one  of  those 
who,  it  is  said,  was  present  when  Carteret  arrived — one  of  those  who 
paid  to  the  Indians  the  consideration  for  the  tract — one  perfectly  conver- 
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saut  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  settlement,  capable,  honest,  in- 
telligent, fully  able  to  appreciate  the  relations  existing  between  the 
parties,  who  could  scarcely  have  been  invited  to  become  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council,  and  assuredly  would  not  have  accepted  the  position  and 
acted  in  concert  with  the  Governor,  had  he  not  been  satisfied  of  the  par- 
amount title  of  the  Proprietors.  And  although  eventually  found  array- 
ed in  opposition  to  the  Governor,  it  was  subsequent  to  the  period  under 
review,  and  when  reasons  of  a  personal  character  existed  to  account  for 
the  change. 

That  there  were  those  among  the  settlers  who  soon  exhibited  opposi- 
tion to  the  rights  of  the  Proprietors  may  be  considered  unquestionable, 
but  they  were  in  a  decided  minority,  and  even  the  most  strenuous  up- 
holder of  the  malcontents  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  "  the  affairs  of 
"  the  town,  so  far  as  can  be  discovered,  moved  on  very  quietly  and  har- 
"moniously  during  the  first  two  years  after  Carteret's  arrival."*  Much  of 
the  dissatisfaction  subsequent!  \r  manifested,  and  the  demonstrations  of 
a  determined  resistance  to  the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  which  were  de- 
veloped, may  be  attributed  to  the  very  provision  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  liberal — the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  quit-rents.  But  the 
nearer  the  25th  March,  1670,  approached,  the  more  active  became  the  ele- 
ments of  discord.  The  enjoyment  for  three,  four  or  five  years  of  their  re- 
spective allotments,  free  from  all  pecuniary  liabilities  to  any  one  there- 
for, tended  very  naturally  to  beget  a  desire  for  a  continuance  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  and  hence,  mainly,  the  disputes  between  the  Govern- 
mental and  country  parties  which,  commencing  with  the  difficulties 
growing  out  of  contested  rights  to  the  soil,  gradually  extended  to  other 
matters,  until  the  exercise  of  all  authority  by  Carteret  was  set  at  naught. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  these  differences.  Doubt- 
less there  were  errors  committed  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Proprietors,  mistakes  made  in  the  estimate  placed  upon  some  of  their 
delegated  powers,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  those  were  administered, 
respecting  which  perchance  there  was  no  question,  but  these  were  made 
more  grievous  by  the  provocations  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  but  a 
critical  examination  of  the  documentary  and  traditional  history  of  the 
times,  and  an  unprejudiced  weighing  of  conflicting  testimony,  can  lead 
only  to  one  conclusion  that,  the  refusal  to  respond  to  the  well  establish- 
ed legal  requirements  of  the  Proprietors  was  the  foundation  of  the  wide 
spread  evils  that  have  been  referred  to.  For  although  its  growth  was 
repeatedly  checked,  by  the  chilling  influences  of  authoritative  exposi- 

*  Hatfield's  Elizabeth,  p.  121. 
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tions  of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  the  seed  sown  in  the  time  of  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  continued  slowly  to  germinate  throughout  the  period  of 
their  joint  and  several  Proprietorships,  and  subsequently,  after  the  surren- 
der of  the  Government  to  the  Crown  by  their  successors,was  fully  develop- 
ed in  baneful  luxuriance.  Evil  example  is  contagious,  and  in  after 
years  the  decendants  of  the  Newark  Settlers,  following  in  the  steps  of 
their  neighbors  of  Elizabethtown,  set  up  their  Indian  titles,  also,  as  all 
sufficient,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  the  "  Concessions  "  had 
"  never  been  known  or  heard  of  by  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants''  un- 
til then,*  forgetful  of  recorded  proofs  of  their  recognition  to  be  found 
in  their  own  "  Town  Books."t  Suits  and  counter-suits,  ejectments  legal 
and  illegal,  riots  and  commotions  consequently  mark  the  whole  of  the 
Colonial  era,  and  not  until,  at  last,  the  War  of  the  Revolution  came 
with  all  its  varied  effects  upon  property  and  population,  did  the  conten- 
tions cease,  and  possession  became  the  great  panacea  for  controversies 
about  titles.  The  famous  suit  in  Chancery  was  never  brought  to  a  legal 
termination,  but  in  its  slow  progress  it  gathered  around  it  a  large 
amount  of  most  valuable  information,  giving,  in  the  language  of  the 
title-page  of  the  Bill — "  a  better  Light  into  the  History  and  Constitu- 
"  tion  of  New  Jersey"  than  can  be  derived  from  all  other  sources  uncon- 
nected with  it.} 

There  have  been  some  attempts  to  disparage  Govenor  Carteret  by 
reference  to  the  presumed  eifect  of  associations  with  a  corrupt  and  aris- 
tocratic court,  severing  all  sympathetic  chords  between  him  and  the  peo- 
ple around  him  ;  and  broad  intimations  given  that  he  and  his  company 
lived  in  "  the  unrestrained  indulgence  that  so  commonly  and  shamefully 
"  characterized  the  Court  of  Charles,"  for  all  of  which  there  is  no  war- 
rant whatever.  But  even  were  the  Governor  chargeable  with  such  dere- 
liction in  morals  or  deportment  as  estranged  the  people  from  him,  how 
happened  it  that  the  same  people  could  patronize  the  dissolute  James  Car- 
teret, and  sanction  his  subversion  of  the  Government,  who  is  described 
by  a  contemporary,  and  one  who  knew  him  personally,  as  "a  very  profligate 
"person"  *  *  who  "runs  about  among  the  farmers  and  stays  where  he  can 
"  find  most  to  drink,  and  sleeps  in  barns  on  the  straw."§  I  will  not  scandal- 
ize the  settlers  of  Elizabethtown  by  supposing  that  their  selection  of  such  a 
man  for  "  President  of  the  Country|"  as  they  did,  indicated  greater  "  sym- 
pathy" for  his  personal  character  than  for  that  of  his  relative,  the  Gov- 
ernor. I  am  willing  to  attribute  it  rather  to  mistaken  policy,  a  supposi- 

*  Answer  to  the  Proprietors  Publications,  p.  8.  t  See  Note  A. 

J  See  Note  B.  §  Banker's  Journal,  pp.  197, 198. 

|East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  p.  55. 
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tion  that  his  father,  Sir  George,  would  sanction  their  proceedings  how- 
ever subversive  of  his  authority,  if  approved  of  and  participated  in  by 
his  dissolute  son,  an  idea  very  eifectually  dissipated  on  the  receipt  of  his 
response.* 

The  result  of  this  examination,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried,  may,  I 
think,  be  considered  as  demonstrating  that, — Although  the  acts  of  GOT. 
Nicolls,  affecting  the  tract  now  known  as  New  Jersey,  of  a  date  subse- 
quent to  that  of  its  transfer  to  Berkley  and  Carteret,  were  legally  void, 
yet  there  is  no  evidence  now  obtainable,  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of 
the  Proprietors  to  set  them  aside,  provided  their  terms  were  adhered  to 
by  those  to  be  benefitted  by  them,  namely  the  payment  of  a  certain 
quit-rent  and  the  performance  of  such  obligations  as  might  be  pre- 
scribed by  those  exercising  authority  under  the  Duke — 

That  inasmuch  as  the  so-called  "  Concessions"  were  widely  published 
by  Gov.  Carteret  immediately  on  his  arrival,  and  settlers  invited  to  the 
Province  under  their  provisions,  we  must  presume,  in  the  absence  of  all 
negative  and  the  presence  of  much  confirmatory  testimony,  that  they  were 
considered  operative  within  the  limits  of  the  Elizabethtown  purchase — 

That  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary,  we  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  accept  as  most  probable  the  assertion  made  in  print  more  than  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  and  in  manuscript  seventy  years  prior, 
that  there  were  not  more  than  four  families  on -the  ground,  "  if  so  many," 
on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Carteret;  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
even  the  heads  of  those  families  did  not  conform  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  "  Concessions." — 

That  the  settlements  o  f  Newark  on  the  north  and  of  Woodbridge  and 
Piscataway  on  the  south— the  one,  after  "  discourse  and  treaties  with  the 
Governor"  with  recorded  evidences  of  a  recognition  of  the  obligations 
of  th  e  "  Concessions,"  and  the  others,  under  express  and  stipulated  provis- 
ions conformable  thereto,  said  to  be  identical  with  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  people  of  Elizabethtown, — are  confirmatory  of  the  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  Proprietors  to  have  the  "  Con- 
cessions" generally  operative,  and  of  a  prevailing  understanding  among 
the  people  to  that  effect. 

And  if  these  points  are  established,  it  must  be  conceded  that — 

The  refusal  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  on  the  part 
of  the  Elizabethtown  people,  as  regards  the  holding  of  their  lands 
"by  Warrant,  Survey  and  Patent,"  from  the  Governor  and  his  Council, 
was  subversive  of  good  order  and  prejudicial  to  the  just  rights  of  the 


*  Grants  and  Concessions,  pp.  32,  41. 
5 
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Proprietors,  as  interpreted  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  times ;  for 
however  restricted  may  have  been  the  limits  of  their  purchase,  within 
which  they  claimed  exemption  from  the  requirements  of  the  Proprietors, 
their  example  and  influence  naturally  prompted  to  similar  action  oa  the 
part  of  others  beyond  those  limits. 


NOTE  A.— PAGE  172. 


From  the  Newark  Town  Records,  we  find  that  in  Town  meeting  Feb'y  3rd, 
1669-70,  the  following  language  was  adopted  as  part  of  a  communication  to 
the  Governor  from  the  settlers  of  Newark.  "  As  for  the  payment  of  the  Half- 
"  Penny  per  Acre  for  all  our  allotted  Lands,  according  to  our  Articles  and  Inter- 
pretations of  them,  you  assuring  them  to  us,  we  are  ready  when  the  Time 
"  comes,  to  perform  our  Duty  to  the  Lords  or  their  Assigns." 

On  the  S4th  March  ensuing,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  collect  every  man's 
quota  in  Summer  Wheat  at  5s.  *  *  *  "before  the  day  be  over,  or  else  if  they 
fail  they  are  to  Double  the  Quantity,"  which  the  committee  on  the  morrow 
were  to  carry  to  Elizabethtown  "  and  make  a  Tender  thereof  to  the  Governor 
"  upon  the  account  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  rent  for  the  Land  we  made  use  of 
"  according  to  Articles." 

On  the  20th  March  following,  1671,  the  same  Committee  were  appointed  to 
"Goe"  to  the  "Governor  in  Behalf  of  the  Town,  make  a  Tender  to  Him  in 
"  Good  Wheat  for  the  payment  of  their  Half-Penny  per  acre  to  Him  for  the 
"  Lords  Proprietors  in  like  manner  as  they  did  the  last  year  at  the  Day  appoint- 
ed;  in  case  that  he  will  accept  of  the  same,  that  then  they  are  fully  Impow- 
"  ered  to  give  notice  by  the  warners  of  the  Town,  for  every  one  to  bring  in  his 
"  proportion  of  Corn,"  &c. 

On  14th  November,  1671,  we  find  how  "  the  Lords' rent"  should  be  levied. 

There  is  no  intimation  in  the  records  of  acceptance  by  the  Governor  of  the 
proffered  rent,  but  it  is  to  be  presumed,  as  it  was  unaccompanied  by  any  appli- 
cation for  a  Patent,  that  it  was  refused ;  as  the  Governor  had  announced  his  de- 
termination not  to  receive  anything  as  rent  from  any  parties  who  had  not  taken 
out  their  patents. 

Individual  Settlers  began  in  1075  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  "  Conces- 
sions," the  first  patent  being  issued  to  Jasper  Crane,  August  25th,  and  subse- 
quently, in  December,  169G,  a  patent  was  obtained  by  the  Town  for  the  streets 
and  public  grounds.  I  have  in  my  possession  original  memoranda  of  amounts 
paid  to  the  proprietors'  Receiver  of  Quit  rents,  when  on  his  collecting  tours,  in 
which  appear  the  names  of  most  of  the  prominent  inhabitants  of  Newark  and 
the  amounts  they  severally  paid,  and  yet  as  late  as  1746  the  descendants  of  these 
men  denied  that  their  ancestors  had  any  knowledge  of  the  features  of  the  Con- 
cessions involving  the  obligations  of  warrant  survey  and  patent  to  perfect  their 
titles. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  Case  of  a  nature  calculated  to  determine  the  right 
of  the  Proprietors,  which  reached  England  on  appeal  in  1696  failed,  through 
some  technical  defects  in  the  proceedings,  to  receive  a  definitive  decision  on 
its  merits.  Much  subsequent  discussion  would  have  been  obviated,  for  it  was 
left  in  such  a  position  that  it  is  doubtful  if  any  important  point  at  issue  was 
either  elucidated  or  established  by  it.  Its  history  is  briefly  as  follows : 

The  appellant  was  one  Jeffrey  Jones  an  early  settler  at  Elizabethtown, — one  of 
those  who  swore  "  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  their 
successors"  in  the  first  years  of  the  settlement, — who,  from  having  been  con- 
ncted  with  the  disturbances  of  1673  and  other  circumstances,  had  attained  to 
considerable  prominence  in  the  place.  On  25th  April,  1676,  he  obtained  a  war- 
rant for  180  acres  of  land,  but  took  no  further  steps  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
the  Concessions  to  perfect  his  title.  In  the  meanwhile  James  Fullerton  of 
Woodbridge  settled  upon  the  tract,  or  some  other  to  which  he  laid  claim.  In 
1693  Jones  ousted  Fullerton,  and  in  September  of  that  year  Fullerton  brought 
an  action  of  trespass  and  ejectment  against  Jones,  and  the  case  came  on  for 
trial  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Amboy  in  May  1695 ;  the  Proprietors 
being  the  actual  plaintiffs  in  the  suit. 

"The  -wivole  merits  of  the  case"  says  Dr.  Hatfield— but  upon  what  authority 
he  makes  the  statement  does  not  appear — "  were  brought  out  before  the  Judges 
41  and  Jury  on  both  sides.  The  events  were  then  recent,  the  documentory  evi- 
"  dence  was  ample  and  well  preserved  *  *  so  that  the  facts  were  fully  before 
"the  Court  or  within  their  reach."  (History  of  Elizabeth  page  241.)  It  is 
doubtful  however  that  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  settlement  were 
brought  out  on  the  trial,  for  the  Elizabethtown  people  in  their  answer  to  the 
Bill  in  Chancery,  expressly  state,  (page  30)  "  that  in  this  controversey  (the 
"Jeffrey  Jones  case)  there  was  not  so  much  as  a  suggestion  of  the  plaintiff  that 
"the  associates  of  Elizabethtown  settled  under  the  said  Concessions"  which 
seems  to  render  it  probable  that  the  points  at  issue  were  more  matters  of  law 
than  of  fact,  a  supposition  which  is  strengthened  by  the  slender  details  of  the 
trial  and  its  results  that  have  come  down  to  us.  (Answer  to  Bill,  page  30.)  But  al- 
lowing that  such  full  exposition  of  circumstances  was  presented,  it  seems  that  the 
Council  on  both  sides,  upon  the  state  of  the  facts  as  they  understood  them, 
agreed  upon  a  special  verdict,  the  terms  of  which  are  not  known,  and  the  court 
charged  the  Jury  accordingly.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  Jury  were  not  to  be 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  offered  to  express  their  own  views,  and  all  being 
more  or  less  interested  in  the  result  of  the  suit,  instead  of  bringing  in  the 
special  verdict  agreed  upon,— which  whatever  may  have  been  its  purport 
could  not  have  been  favorable  to  the  defendant, — they  brought  in  a  general 
verdict  against  the  Proprietors'  title,  as  upheld  by  Fullerton.  This  the  Court 
set  aside  and  pronounced  judgment  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Spec- 
ial Verdict.  (BUI  in  Chancery,  p.  120  Answer  p.  30.)  The  disaffected  in  the 
Province  subsequently  asserted  that  the  Jury's  course  was  promoted  by  a  keen 
sense  of  justice  worthy  of  all  commendation,  as  they  were  "  chosen  by  the 
Proprietors  or  their  creatures"  (Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  693)  but  a  document 
in  the  Library  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  signed  by  such  men  as 
Andrew  Hamilton,  John  Barclay,  John  Reid  and  others  of  the  Proprietors,*  the 
same  year,  states  emphatically,  that  the  Jury  ' '  all  were  parties,  and  contributed  to 
"  make  up  Mr.  Nicolls  fees" — Mr.  Nicolls  being  Jones'  advocate.  (Boundary 
Papers,  vol.  1,  Instructions  to  Thomas  Gordon.)  The  same  document  contains  an 
incidental  reference  to  the  points  raised  by  Nicolls,  as  does  some  manuscript 
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"  notes"  on  another  case  to  be  found  in  the  same  depository,  in  which  the  posi- 
tions taken  by  Nicolls  are  shown  by  references  to  various  authorities,  statutes  and 
cases,  to  be  untenable,  but  not  a  word  is  said  about  Jones'  title  depending  upon 
the  perfectness  of  the  Indian  purchase  under  the  licence  of  Governor  Richard 
Nicolls.  * 

The  supporters  of  Jones,  appealed  from  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  to  the 
King  in  Council,  and  on  the  25th  February,  1696-7,  on  the  reception  of  the  report 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  the  Judgmentwas  "  reversed  and  repealed,  and  all 
"  Issues  thereupon  declared  null  and  void,  (answer  to  Bill,  p.  30.)  This  rever- 
sal has  been  thought  to  "confirm  unquestionably  the  validity  of  the  titles"  of 
the  Elizabethtown  people,  but  it  must  be  observed  that  there  is  no  declaration 
made  of  the  grounds  of  reversal.  James  Alexander  and  Joseph  Murray  on  re- 
viewing the  case  (Bill  in  Chancery  p.  120)  say,  that  "  the  special  verdict  agreed 
"upon,  and  on  which  probably  the  judgment  was  given,  was  not  found  by  any 
"Jury,  on  the  contrary  the  Jury  to  whom  it  was  referred  gave  a  general  Verdict 
"for  Jones:  on  both  which  points  undoubtedly  the  judgment  was  erroneous 
"  and  ought  to  be  reversed,  had  the  case  been  never  so  clear  against  Jones  on 
"  the  special  verdict  agreed  to." — Nicolls,  however,  who  appeared  for  the  appel- 
lant before  the  Council,  stated  on  his  return  that  "to  the  best  of  his  remeia 
"  brance  the  sole  dispute  was  whether  Col.  Richard  Nicolls  as  Governor  under 
"  the  King  of  England  in  those  parts  might  not  grant  Licence  to  any  of  the 
"  subjects  of  England,  to  purchase  Lands  from  the  native  Pagans  9  and  if  upon 
"such  Licence  and  Purdhase  the  English  subjects  should  gain  a  property  in  the 
"  Lands  so  bought?  all  which  was  resolved  in  the  affimative  and  the  Judgment 
"given  to  the  contrary  accordingly  be  reversed."  (Answer  to  Bill,  p.  31.) 

One  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  before  whom  the  case  was  argued  was 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  who  seventeen  years  before,  had  joined  with  seven  other  dis- 
tinoniished  lawyers  in  giving  the  opinion  which  has  been  already  referred  to  (see 
Page  159)  in  which  is  this  pregnant  passage — "  If  any  Planter  be  Refractory, 
"  and  will  insist  on  his  Indian  Title  or  Purchase,  and  not  submit  to  the  Laws  of 
"  Plantations ;  the  Proprietors  who  have  the  Title  under  the  Prince,  may  deny 
"  them  the  Benefit  of  the  Law,  and  prohibit  Commerce  with'  them,  as  opposers 
"  and  Enemies  of  the  public  Peace."  (Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  41.)  Is  it  probable 
that  the  decision  in  1697  was  inconsistent  with  the  opinion  of  1680  ?  If  the  de- 
cision turned  solely  upon  the  question  whether  any  property  was  required  by 
the  purchase  "  from  the  native  Pagans,"  and  asserted  the  acquisition  of  such 
"  property,"  was  it  anything  more  than  that  equitable  right  which  required  con- 
firmation in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Proprietors  ?  They  never  controverted 
the  fact  that  the  first  settlers  did  "  gain  a  property  in  the  lands  so  bought," 
but  claimed  a  compliance  by  them  with  terms  of  the  confirmation  of  the  pur- 
chase which  they  themselves  had  sought  from  Governor  Nicolls,  that  is,  "  the 
"  rendering  and  paying  yearly  unto  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York,  OK 
"HIS  ASSIGNS  for  ever,  a  certain  rent  and  performing  such  acts  and  things  as 
"  shall  be  appointed,"  &c. 

I  consider  it  therefore  very  evident,  that  there  could  not  have  been  anything 
in  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  in  the  Jones  Case,  at  variance  with  the  opinion 
the  learned  counsel  had  previously  given.  We  are  without  any  information  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  reversal  in  the  province. 


COMMERCIAL  PROJECTS  IN  NEW  JERSEY  DURING  THE  CON- 
FEDERATION. ' 

LETTERS  FROM  JOHN  RUTHERFURD,  UNITED  STATES  SENATOR  FROM  NEW 
JERSEY  FROM  1791  TO  1796.  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HOUSE 
OP  ASSEMBLY. 

From  the  Original  Draft,  presented  ly  John  Rutherfurd,  Esq. 

[The  necessity  for  the  "  more  perfect  Union,"  which  the  Constitution 
of  1787  was  intended  to  effect,  is  clearly  shown  by  these  letters.  Under 
the  Confederation  every  State  was  naturally  led  to  regard  its  own  interest 
solely,  and,  consequently,  the  greatest  diversity  would  have  existed  in 
both  the  internal  and  external  policies  of  neighboring  communities,  had 
not  the  Constitution  with  its  healthful  provisions  been  adopted,  to  "  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare."] 

NEW  JERSEY,  16th  May,  1783. 

Sir  :  In  a  Conversation  I  had  with  you  yesterday  concerning  the  Ben- 
efits of  a  forreign  Trade  to  this  State  of  New  Jersey,  you  seemed  pleased 
with  what  I  then  advanced,  but  acknowledged  you  was  but  little  in- 
formed on  that  subject,  and  you  believed  it  was  also  the  case  with  many 
members  of  your  House ;  that  however  well  disposed  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  State,  yet  their  minds  had  been  more  turned  to  Country  Affairs 
than  matters  of  that  kind  ;  and  you  was  pleased  to  request  me  to  give 
you  my  Thoughts  in  Writing,  that  you  might  consider  them  at  Leisure  ; 
and  if  need  be  to  communicate  them  to  others  of  the  House  in  your  Situ- 
ation :  I  heartily  wish  it  were  in  my  Power  to  do  Justice  to  the  Subject, 
and  to  convince  you  as  much  as  I  am  myself  of  the  Necessity  we  are  un- 
der of  encouraging  Trade,  and  how  much  it  is  now  in  our  Power  effect- 
ually to  secure  it. 

The  Advantages  of  Commerce  are  now  generally  allowed,  as  we  have 
so  many  glaring  Proofs  before  our  Eyes  ;  what  else  makes  so  small  a 
Country  as  Holland  with  so  many  local  disadvantages  so  considerable  a 
People?  what  else  has  enriched  the  Republicks  of  Venice,  Genoa,  Ham- 
burg and  Dantzick  ?  France  possesses  no  Mines  of  Gold  or  Silver,  but 
her  Manufactories  and  Commerce  has  made  her  the  greatest  Kingdom  in 
Europe.  And  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  Britain  has  astonished  all  the 
World,  the  Basis  of  which  is  her  Commerce.  But  to  leave  forreign  In- 
stances, has  not  the  greatness  and  Opulence  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  New  York,  been  solely  owing  to  their  great  Trade  ?  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  above  one  third  Part  of  all  public  Taxes  raised  in  the  State 
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of  New  York,  were  always  punctually  paid  by  the  City,  owing  to  the 
great  Estates  of  the  Merchants  there  ;  Tho'  the  State  itself  is  very  large, 
possesses  many  valuable  Products,  and  is  inhabited  by  many  rich  gen 
tlemen,  and  very  wealthy  Farmers,  Nor  must  we  forget  Newport,  which 
tho'  the  Capital  of  a  very  small  Territory,  by  their  Extensive  Trade  has 
made  themselves  truly  considerable. 

If  such  be  the  advantages  of  Commerce,  let  us  contrast  the  Object,  and 
here  Spain  first  occurs  to  us,  which  with  every  Advantage  of  Climate  and 
Soil,  and  the  "Wealth  of  all  the  Indies  poured  into  her  Lap,  is  still  but  a 
second  Rate  Nation  from  their  want  of  manufactories  and  Trade. — Por- 
tugal tho'  a  smaller  Object,  is  exactly  in  the  same  Predicament,  and  so 
of  the  rest  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  their  Wealth  or  Poverty  is  in  pro- 
portion to  their  Trade.  Let  us  cast  our  Eyes  on  this  Continent,  and  we 
shall  find  that  the  same  Cause  produces  the  same  Effects.  Connecticut 
is  a  fertile  Country  and  abounds  with  many  valuable  Articles  of  Com- 
merce, yet  as  their  forreign  export  is  small,  and  their  Trade  is  mostly 
carried  on  to  Boston  and  New  York,  to  these  Cities  they  are  greatly  en- 
deb  ted,  if  they  issue  Bills  of  Credit,  tho'  they  bear  Interest,  their  Circu-% 
lation  goes  heavily,  their  Farms  are  often  sold  by  the  New  York  Mer- 
chants, and  before  the  War  there  was  no  Man  of  considerable  Property 
in  the  whole  State.  The  Circumstances  of  New  Jersey  were  much  simi- 
lar, our  Trade  was  carried  on  by  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  these 
Cities  we  owed  amazing  Sums,  nor  could  borrowers  be  supplied  within 
the  State,  and  we  all  know  the  expence  and  Inconvenience  of  owing 
money  at  such  a  Distance,  our  Merchants  were  also  obliged  to  go  to 
these  Towns  to  supply  themselves  with  Goods,  and  their  Expences,  Car- 
riage and  loss  of  Time  laid  a  Charge  on  their  Wares  of  at  least  5  p  Cen'. 
by  this  means  none  of  our  Dealers  grew  considerable  among  us,  and  were 
unable  to  undertake  forreign  Adventures.  Instead  of  having  a  large 
Town  among  us  of  general  export  and  import,  and  markets  for  all.  our 
Produce,  we  were  obliged  either  to  cross  the  Water  with  them  at  great 
Charge,  to  sell  at  low  rates,  and  often  entirely  to  lose  the  sale,  especially 
for  small  Articles  raised  on  a  Farm  ;  but  the  necessity  of  keeping  money 
among  us  is  now  more  essential  than  formerly,  for  our  great  and  neces- 
sary Taxes  ought  in  equity  to  our  Creditors  to  be  punctually  paid  ;  yet 
if  Matters  go  on  as  usual  how  is  it.  possible  for  us  to  find  Money.  How 
many  of  us  remember  that  in  the  Year  1764  tho'  at  that  Period  we  had 
Province  Bills  in  Circulation  to  the  amount  of  near  £300,000— yet  being 
called  upon  for  an  Aid  against  the  Indians  we  were  obliged  to  issue  a 
further  considerable  Sum,  not  to  be  sunk  finally  before  the  year  1783. 
and  tho'  our  Taxes  did  not  exceed  £15,000  p  Annum,  yet  in  many  Places 
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it  was  difficult  to  collect  it,  and  few  were  able  to  lend  £100  to  a  Neigh- 
bour, while  at  New  York,  scarce  any  Money  but  that  of  New  Jersey  was 
current,  some  Merchants  there  had  £10,000  by  them  to  put  out,  besides 
having  £50,000  or  upwards  on  Bond,  and  sufficient  Stock  in  Trade. 

The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  many  Advantages  in  Soil, 
and  Situation  for  Trade,  and  besides  many  smaller  Branches  of  Produce, 
their  Staple  of  Tobacco  alone  is  in  Value  above  a  Million  and  a  half  of 
our  Money  yearly,  it  might  be  thought  that  Money  would  be  a  Drug  in 
such  Countries,  yet  the  reverse  is  the  Case,  the  Trade  is  almost  entirely 
carried  on  from  Europe  and  by  Strangers,  Money  is  actually  scarce 
there,  most  of  the  Planters  are  much  in  Debt,  and  many  New  York  or 
Philadelphia  Merchants  can  command  more  Money  than  the  richest  of 
them. 

I  might  give  more  Instances  on  this  Subject,  but  supposing  it  already 
sufficiently  clear,  I  shall  not  enlarge,  but  endeavour  in  my  next  to  point 
out  what  seems  to  me  the  most  likely  means  of  obtaining  at  this  critical 
Juncture  this  desireablc  End. 

I  am,  Your  hum.  Ser', 


NEW  JERSEY,  17lbMay,  1783. 

Sir  :  In  my  last  I  endeavoured  to  show  the  Advantages  arising  from 
Commerce,  with  which  if  we  are  fully  imprest  and  will  now  act  with  a 
Liberality  of  Sentiments,  it  is  my  firm  persuasion  that  we  may  obtain 
for  this  State  what  seems  now  the  governing  Principle  of  the  Politics  of 
the  most  flourishing  Nations  in  Europe. — Some  have  proposed  that  we 
should  lay  a  Duty  on  every  Article  of  our  Produce  carried  to  any  of  the 
Neighbouring  States,  and  also  a  Duty  upon  every  Article  of  forreigu 
Produce  brought  from  thence.  But  this  Proposal  is  liable  to  the  follow- 
ing Objections.  1".  Are  we  sure  that  we  have  Merchants  among  our- 
selves with  sufficient  Capitals  and  Shipping  for  carrying  on  an  Export 
Trade.  2!.  Might  not  our  few  Merchants  have  a  Monopoly  against  the 
whole  State,  and  give  us  what  Prices  they  please  for  our  Produce.  3'. 
If  Prices  were  higher  at  the  great  Towns,  would  not  this  be  a  great 
Temptation  to  smuggle,  and  who  could  blame  the  Farmers  who  bear 
almost  the  whole  burthen  of  the  Taxes,  and  considering  our  extensive 
Coast  to  prevent  smuggling  would  be  attended  with  great  Charge. 
•l':'.  Might  not  the  neighbouring  States  be  provoked  at  such  a  Law,  and 
prohibit  us  from  carrying  any  Articles  to  them,  tho'  perhaps  our  best 
Market,  and  not  wanted  in  our  forreign  Trade  ?  To  make  Trade  flourish, 
it  must  be  free  from  all  Shackles.  In  the  first  Place  then,  we  should 
make  a  Law,  to  declare  all  our  Ports  free  for  a  certain  Term  of  Years, 
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and  to  be  free  from  all  Imposts  during  said  Period.  Secondly  that  said 
Law  sliould  express  that  all  Merchants  or  Mechanicks  who  inclined  to 
settle  among  us  on  taking  the  Oaths  to  the  State  should  have  all  Manner 
of  Protection  and  Encouragement.  3dl!r.  That  there  should  be  a  Clause 
of  general  Amnesty,  the  fewer  Exceptions  the  better,  either  by  Name  or 
description,  as  is  common  in  all  Governments.  To  point  out  the  Bene- 
fits that  would  arise  from  this  Law,  let  us  consider  ;  That  by  making 
free  Ports  it  would  be  following  a  Measure  that  has  been  often  practised 
with  the  greatest  Success,  Witness  Holland  nearly  in  this  Case.  Leg- 
horn that  suddenly  rose  to  great  Note,  and  many  other  Sea  Ports  ;  and 
as  to  taking  off  all  Imposts,  in  the  present  State  of  our  Commerce  it 
would  be  giving  up  nothing,  and  would  encourage  an  immediate  Im- 
portation, and  furnish  the  Goods  cheaper  to  Farmers,  who  ought  to  have 
every  Indulgence,  and  prevent  us  buying  from  our  Neighbours  who  have 
or  intend  to  load  their  Imports  with  Duties.  That  such  Ports  would 
even  encourage  Merchants  residing  in  other  States  to  send  Cargoes  of 
Goods  to  be  stored  here,  either  on  Speculation  or  to  remain  Duty  free 
till  called  for,  as  is  the  Case  in  Europe  with  Holland,  and  was  the  Case 

with which  as  a  free  Port  was  the  general  Mart  of  all  surrounding 

Nations,  and  converted  a  barren  Rock  into  a  Place  of  great  Importance. 
Perhaps  some  may  think  that  the  free  Port  should  be  confined  to  one 
Place,  and,  that  by  laying  Duties  on  the  Importation  to  the  others,  it 
would  ease  the  Lands  in  the  Taxes.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  decide  this 
Question,  tho'  I  rather  incline  to  think  for  the  present  that  the  Freedom 
should  be  general,  which  alone  will  give  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Farm- 
ers in  raising  the  Markets  by  bringing  them  to  their  Doors,  and  in  low- 
ering the  Prices  on  the  Goods  they  want  for  their  Consumption. 

But  it  is  obvious  we  have  not  Merchants  among  us  with  Capitals  suf- 
ficient to  carry  on  these  great  Operations,  which  our  Traders  will  readi- 
ly acknowledge,  and  such  as  are  of  an  enlarged  way  of  thinking,  so  far 
from  wishing  to  confine  the  Trade  to  the  present  sett,  are  sensible  that 
Merchants  thrive  by  Merchants,  and  that  by  encreasing  the  Number  with 
ample  Capitals  would  be  an  Advantage  to  them,  and  this  brings  me  to 
the  second  Clause  of  the  Law  proposed,  to  give  Protection  and  Encour- 
agement to  all  Merchants,  which  by  good  Information  at  this  critical 
Juncture  would  bring  very  many  wealthy  Merchants  among  us  with  Cap- 
itals as  I  have  been  informed  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  of 
money,  all  expert  in  their  Business,  who  have  in> general  acquired  their 
great  Fortunes  by  their  Industry  and  their  connections  in  Trade  with 
every  forreign  Port.  To  obtain  such  valuable  Subjects  is  worthy  our 
most  serious  Attention,  and  if  neglected  at  this  Crisis  such  an  Oppor- 
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tunity  can  never  be  recalled.  For  it  is  past  a  Doubt  that  such  a  Capital 
in  such  Useful  Hands  would  give  a  new  Complection  to  the  whole  State ; 
"Would  greatly  encrease  the  number  of  our  People  ;  give  Employment  to* 
our  Youth  now  languishing  in  Idleness  ;  raise  the  Rents  of  our  Lands 
and  Houses,  and  consequently  raise  their  Value  ;  lower  the  Prices  of 
Goods  ;  furnish  Sums  to  the  Borrowers  without  going  out  of  the  State  ; 
make  Money  plentier  ;  and  make  both  the  Farmer  and  Mechanick  better 
able  to  pay  their  Taxes,  which  is  a  thing  we  should  principally  have  in 
View. 

The  third  Clause  of  the  Law  proposed  would  necessarily  follow  the 
Preceding,  and  such  a  general  Amnesty  would  mark  this  State  for  a  Lib- 
erality of  Sentiment  among  all  Nations,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  could 
be  of  no  111  Consequence  to  the  Peace  or  Harmony  of  the  State,  for  ad- 
mitting that  they  were  connected  or  engaged  in  Opposition  to  us  in  the 
late  Contest  we  have  so  gloriously  ended,  if  we  can  suppose  they  have 
any  feeling  or  Resentment,  they  must  hereafter  consider  with  Indigna- 
tion a  Nation  who  has  so  shamefully  abandoned  them,  and  will  be  bound 
by  Oaths  and  Gratitude  to  support  the  Country  they  shall  adopt,  and 
which  gives  them  a  generous  Asylum.  Neither  would  such  a  Law  be  at 
nil  a  new  Precedent,  does  not  every  Country  in  Europe  receive  with  open 
Arms  the  Refugees  from  other  Countries,  and  what  great  Advantages 
have  they  reaped  from  it  ?  Does  not  France  make  Laws  to  encourage 
them,  not  only  by  an  Exemption  from  Taxes,  but  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental Principles  of  their  Government  allow  them  the  free  Exercise  of 
their  Religion  ?  And  is  not  such  an  Act  of  Amnesty  or  Grace  published 
after  every  Revolution,  and  so  lately  in  Britain  as  the  year  1745  with  a 
very  few  Exceptions  ? 

I  cannot  conclude  without  observing  that  no  Time  should  be  lost  in 
adopting  this  most  useful  Proposal,  for  I  am  certainly  informed  that 
General  Parsons  and  several  other  persons  of  Eminence  from  Connecticut 
State  have  been  at  New  York  inviting  some  of  the  Capital  Merchants 
and  monied  Men  of  that  City  to  come  and  reside  among  them,  and  as- 
suring them  they  will  meet  with  every  Indulgence,  which  corresponds 
with  the  Liberality  and  Policy  they  shewed  during  the  War  by  inviting 
the  Refugees  of  New  York  State  among  them,  and  exempting  them  from 
all  Taxes :  but  I  am  well  informed  that  the  Merchants  and  many  Useful 
Mechanicks  would  prefer  this  State  could  they  meet  with  similar  En- 
couragement. 

*  I  was  lately  asked  what  loss  I  apprehended  our  trading  at  second 

*  This  letter  was  submitted  to  James  Parker,  of  Perth  Amboy,  for  his  criti- 
cism, and  in  the  copy  from  which  this  is  printed  this  paragraph  is  given  as 
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"I 

hand  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  might  be  to  this  State.  Tho'  it 
may  be  difficult  to  decide  this  question  with  Precision  yet  by  comparing 
the  accounts  given  me  by  the  most  Intelligent  Storekeepers  in  the  State 
I  compute  that  one  with  another  they  formerly  sold  to  the  amount  of 
£3,000  yearly — That  in  the  Whole  State  there  are  at  least  Two  hundred 
Storekeepers  ;  this  gives  the  Sum  of  £400,000  for  our  annual  Imports,  to 
which  our  Exports  must  at  least  be  equivalent,  and  allowing  the  loss  of 
Charges  carriage  &c,  to  be  only  5  p  Cent,  makes  the  Damage  this  State 
sustains  to  be  £40,000  a  year,  besides  many  other  Inconveniencies— Per- 
haps you  may  think  this  Estimate  high,  but  I  assure  you  I  lately  heard 
a  man  of  Extensive  knowledge  in  Trade  estimate  the  former  Loss  to  this 
State  at  £50,000,  and  he  gave  it  as  the  certain  reason  why  this  State  was 
always  poor  and  so  deeply  sunk  in  debt  to  our  Neighbours—  can  we  be 
said  to  be  independent  while  groaning  under  such  burthens  ? 

As  these  Letters  are  intended  to  inform  the  Minds  of  many  well  wish- 
ers to  this  State,  you  are  at  Liberty  to  make  any  Use  of  them  you  may 
think  proper,  in  the  rough  State  they  occurred  to  me. 

Hoping  your  Sentiments  will  coincide  with  mine,  which  I  am  confi- 
dent are  solely  dictated  for  the  Prosperity  of  this  State, 

I  am  sir,  Your  very  hum.  Ser', 

amended  by  him.  There  are  also  other  verbal  corrections  made  by  him  in  other 
pans  of  the  letter. 
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SECOND     SERITGS. 

VOL.  II.  1870.  No.  1. 

TRENTON,  January  20,  1870. 

THE  Society  held  its  annual  meeting  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  the  Hon.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD,  President,  taking  the  Chair  at  11.30 

A.  M.,  JOHN  RUTHERFURD,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  being  also 

, 
in  attendance. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary, and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  his  report  of  the  correspond- 
ence since  May,  and  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from  Messrs.  James 

B.  Colernan,  M.  D.,  Martin  Yoorhees  and  Edmund  L.  Joy,  Rev.  E.  T. 
Corwin  and  George  B.  Bacon,  accepting  membership ;  from  Mr.  Wm. 
H.  Whitmore  of  Boston,  requesting  information  as  to  the  character  and 
extent  of  the  Society's  publications;  from  Mr.  Joel  Munsell  of  Albany, 
asking  for  certain  volumes ;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Minnesota, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Maryland,  New  Haven 
Colony,  Connecticut  and  Georgia,  the  Wilmington  Delaware  Institute, 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  Essex  (Mass.)  Institute,  New  England  Historical  and 
Genealogical  Society,  Smithsonian  Institution,  State  Librarians  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York,  American  Antiquarian  Society,  all,  either  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications,  or  asking  for 
them   to  complete  their  sets ;    from  Hon.  G.  Edmunds,  U.  S.  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  with  donation  of  twenty -five  volumes  of  the  United 
States  "  Roll  of  Honor ;"'  from  tho  Historical  Society  of  New  Hampshire, 
relative  to  alterations  in  the  names  of  our  vesselss  of  war ;  from  the 
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Franklin  Society  of  Chicago,  transmitting  a  book  for  the  library  and 
soliciting  exchanges;  from  J.  Gilbert  Young,  ftl.  D.,  "with  donation  for 
the  library;  from  L.  C.  Draper,  Corresponding  Secretary  f  Wisconsin 
Society,  asking  for  statistical  information  respecting  the  Society ;  from 
Mr.  B.  Aycrigg  of  Passaic,  tendering  an  old  bell,  cast  in  Holland  in 
the  last  century  for  one  of  the  early  Dutch  churches  near  Hacken- 
sack;  from  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  and  others,  relative  to  the  operations  of 
the  Society. 

The  Librarian  submitted  a  report  of  the  additions  made  to  the  library 
since  the  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  page. 

The  Treasurer  presented  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for 
the  year  1869,  properly  audited,  and  showing  a  balance  in  the  Treasury 
of  $639.22,  and  $1,220  invested. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  their  annual  report,  congratula- 
ting the  members  of  the  Society  upon  the  measure  of  success  which  had 
attended  its  operations  during  the  quarter  of  a  century  which  had 
elapsed  since  its  organization,  while  at  the  same  time  they  could  but 
base  upon  that  success  an  appeal  for  greater  industry  and  devotion  to 
the  interests  the  Society  had  undertaken  to  subserve — the  discovery, 
procurement  and  preservation  of  whatever  related  to  any  department  of 
the  history  of  our  State  and  country.  . 

"If  the  Society,  in  its  infancy,"  said  the  Committee  in  their  report, 
"  with  all  its  plans  undeveloped,  its  usefulness  entirely  prospective,  could 
gather  within  it  so  many  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  State  at  that 
period,  as  the  list  of  original  members  presents,  surely  now,  that  the 
plans  they  framed  and  the  interests  they  fostered  have  produced  the 
results  of  to-day,  those  who  have  succeeded  them  ought  to  feel  such 
promptings  of  gratitude  as  should  lead  to  efficient  measures  for  promo- 
ting the  work  they  so  well  devised. 

"It  is  true,  the  Society  can  point  with  just  pride  to  its  publications 
and  its  library ;  by  the  one  it  has  added  to  the  historical  literature  of 
the  country  works  of  acknowledged  merit,  and  by  the  other  has  greatly 
facilitated  the  production  of  still  further  contributions,  but  there  is  no 
warrant  for  any  intermission  in  either  branch  of  service.  The  history 
of  the  State  is  not  yet  written,  nor  will  it  be  so  worthily,  if  the  fact  is 
forgotten  that  it  is  not  only  with  the  past  we  have  to  do,  but  that  we 
are  enacting  history  daily,  and  that  only  through  the  record  of  passing 
events  will  that  history  be  perpetuated.  It  is  the  office  of  our  Society 
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to  'gather  up  the  fragments,  that  nothing  be  lost,'  and  to  that  end 
should  we,  who  profess  to  entertain  a  desire  to  advance  its  purposes,  be 
willing  to  contribute  a  due  proportion  of  our  time  and  means. 

"  It  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that,  as  the  main  spring  of  our  material 
progress  lies  in  our  pecuniary  resources,  and  that,  as  we  have  no  endow- 
ment or  State  appropriation  to  fall  back  upon,  it  can  only  derive 
its  force  and  efficiency  through  individual  exertion ;  it  is  therefore  a 
problem  for  the  Society  to  solve — By  what  means  can  that  individual 
exertion  be  aroused  and  directed  ? 

"  The  Society  thus  far  has  mainly  depended  upon  a  few  of  its  members, 
acting  outside  of  any  prescribed  duties,  for  all  its  monetary  arrange- 
ments, but  the  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  service  should  be 
performed,  and  in  all  probability  would  be  so  more  efficiently,  by 
a  Standing  Committee  of  Finance,  whose  particular  duty  it  should  be 
to  adopt  from  time  to  time  such  modes  of  raising  the  necessary  funds 
as  they  may  think  advisable ;  and  they  would  suggest  that  an  amend- 
ment to  the  By-Laws  be  prepared,  to  be  acted  on  at  the  next  meeting, 
authorizing  the  creation  of  such  a  Committee. 

"  The  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  adverting  in  terms 
of  regret  to  the  death  of  the  Eev.  DAKIEL  VEACH  MCLEAN,  D.D.,  which 
occurred  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  March  llast.  ,*  Dr.  McLean,  then 
Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Freehold,  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  Society,  and  it  was  at  his  instance  that  the  meeting  was  held 
at  which  the  organization  was  perfected,  and  while  a  resident  of  the 
State  he  always  attended  its  meetings,  and  proved  an  efficient  co-worker 
with  its  other  founders,  having  filled  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the 
Executive  Committee  for  four  years. 

"  After  a  residence  of  six  years  in  Pennsylvania,  as  President  of  La 
Fayette  College  at  Easton,  and  of  four  years  in  Europe,  he  returned  to 
New  Jersey  and  renewed  his  associations  with  us,  and  was  present  at 
our  last  meeting,  promising  himself  further  service  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society. 

"Dr.  McLean  was  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  having  been  born  in 
Fayette  Co.  on  24th  November,  1801,  removing  to  New  Jersey  in  1831." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  number 
of  the  "Proceedings"  of  the  Society,  which  had  been  distributed  to  all 
members  not  in  arrears. 

The  Society  has  now  published  eleven  volumes  of  its  "Proceedings,11 
comprising  over  2,200  pages,  and  containing  an  unbroken  history  of  the 
Society's  transactions  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  which  few  kindred 
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Bocictics  have  succeeded  in  preserving.  The  six  volumes  and  supple- 
ment published  as  ''  Collections'" — each  volume  being  a  separate  work — 
comprises  nearly  2,500  pages  more,  so  that  the  Society's  contributions  to 
the  history  of  the  country  compare  most  favorably  with  those  of  any 
other  Historical  Society,  and  the  Committee  recommended  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  the  acquisition  of  complete  sets  while  they  arc  ob- 
tainable. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  the  following  report : 

"The  Committee  would  inform  the  Society  that,  with  a  view  to  en- 
force the  recommendations  of  their  report  at  the  May  meeting,  they 
recently  issued  a  circular,  calling  upon  the  members  to  subscribe  to  the 
Library  Fund  as  the  best  mode  of  evincing  their  estimation  of  the 
work  of  the  Society,  and  their  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  Library, 
which  constitutes  so  important  and  interesting  a  feature  of  its  orgajriza- 
tion ;  and  they  regret  to  say  that  their  appeal  has  been  attended  with 
very  indifferent  results.  They  report  the  fact,  leaving  it  to  the  Society 
to  devise  such  measured  as  may  be  deemed  advisable  to  effect  the  object 
in  view,  which  is  the  establishment  of  the  Library  on  a  more  permanent 
basis  and  with  greater  means  for  its  preservation,  and  affording  to  the 
members  and  to  historians  generally,  increased  facilities  in  its  use. 
VVhile  it  may  be  cause  for  congratulation  that  under  so  many  discour- 
aging circumstances  it  should  have  attained  to  its  present  dimensions 
and  usefulness,  yet  no  one  visiting  the  rooms  can  fail  to  perceive  how 
very  far  short  it  comes  of  its  full  capabilities,  solely  through  the  want 
of  enlarged  pecuniary  resources.  It  is  for  the  Society  to  say  how  they 
shall  be  secured." 

A  considerable  number  of  new  membeis'were  elected  and  new  nomi- 
nations received,  and  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  1870  were 
appointed  by  the  Chair. 

On  Piiblications.—\\\\\\&m  A.  Whitehead.  Henry  W.  Green,  Samuel 
H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  and  John  Rutherfurd. 

On  the  Library.— Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  John  P.  Jack- 
son, Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in  New- 
ark. 

On,  dominations.— David  X.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryce,  and  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  D.  D. 

On  Statistics.— N.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcutt  Jackson,  Rev.  Sam  ue 

Hamill,  D.  D.,  E.  M.  Shreve,  and  Arthur  Ward.  M.  D. 

-  ' 
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Messrs.  Jacob  R.  Shotwell,  Robert  B.  Campfield  and  Ralph  Voorhees, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  year,  who 
subsequently  presented  the  following  list,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : 

President, 

RICHARD  S.  FIELD Princeton. 

Vice  Presidents, 

HEXRY  W.  GREEK Trenton. 

JOHN  RUTHERFURD Newark. 

RAVAUD  K.  ROGERS,  D.  D Boundbrook. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD Newark. 

Recording  Secretary. 

DAvio  A.  HAYES Newark. 

Treasurer, 

ROBERT  S.  SWORDS Newark. 

Librarian, 

SAMUEL  H.  COKGAR Newark. 

Executive  Committee, 

SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.  D Newark. 

CHARLES  S.  OLDEN Princeton. 

N.  NORRIS  HALSTED Kearney,  Hudson  Co. 

„, 
JOHN  HALL,  D.  D   Trenton. 

SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.  D Lawrenceville. 

JOHN  CLEMENT Haddonjield. 

^  ^      TT  W  * 

CHARLES  C.  HAVEN Trenton. 

WM.  B.  KINNEY Newark. 

PETER  S.  DURYEE Newark. 

With  a  view  to  carry  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  Committee 
MR.  WHITEHEAD  'submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  By-Laws  be  refened  to  a  special  Committee  of 
three  for  revision,  with  the  view  of  making  them  conform  to  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  Executive  Committee,  relative  to  the  creation  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  and  to  the  present  circumstances  of  the  Society ;  that 
said  Committee  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  that  this 
resolution  be  regarded  as  a  notice  covering  any  amendment  that  they 
may  propose  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  12th  By-Law. 

Messrs.  Whitehead,  Peunington  and  Swords,  were  appointed  the 
Committee. 

The  Rev.  HENRY  C.  BUSH  made  some  remarks  upon  the  inaccuracies 


6  MEETING   IN   TRENTON. 

in  the  published  accounts  of  the  battles  of  Trenton  and  Princeton,  and 
with  a  view  to  their  correction  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  and  Corresponding  Secretary  be  a  Com- 
mittee, with  authority  to  obtain,  if  possible,  for  the  Society,  a  copy  of 
the  address  delivered  before  the  Society  in  1853,  by  the  Rev.  WM.  DODD, 
giving  the  details  of  the  battle  of  Princeton,  and  also  of  the  illustrated 
map  exhibited  by  him  at  that  time. 

Mr.  C.  C.  HAVEN,  in  reference  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  said  that  all 
doubts  and  discrepancies  connected  with  the  two  conflicts  occurring 
there,  would  be  found  all  disposed  of  in  his  publications  on  the  subject, 
and  detailed  at  some  length  the  movements  of  Washington's  army  at 
the  time. 

Mr.  Bush'  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  N.  PERRY,  Jr.,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized,  after  giving  due  notice 
thereof,  to  strike  from  the  Roll  the  names  of  all  such  persons  as  are  de*. 
linquent  for  more  than  three  years  in  the  payrnant  of  dues. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  from  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  a 
"  Sketch  of  the  Eev.  Barnabas  King,  D.  D.,"  the  pastor  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  iu  Rockaway  during  the  first  half  of  this  century, 
whose  influence  wrought  such  important  changes  in  the  character  of  the 
people  of  that  region.  The  paper  was  referred ]  to^the  Committee  on 
Publications. 

At  the  afternoon  session  the  HON.  L.  Q.  C.  ELMER  read  a  paper  embo- 
dying his  personal  reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  On  its  conclusion  Mr. 
HAYES,  after  some  complimentary  remarks,  offered  a  resolution  asking 
for  a  copy  of  the  paper,  and  also  that  the  Judge  should  continue  his 
labors,  with  a  view  to  the  ultimate  publication  of  a  volume  by  the  So- 
ciety containing  them,  which,  after  some  remarks  from  the  Chair,  was 
adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  in  May. 


MEMBERS   ELECTED. 


JANUARY  20,  1870. 

HONORARY  MEMBER. 

J.  Watts  de  Peyster,  Tiwli,  N.  Y 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Robert  S.  Brainc,  M.  D.,  Irvington. 
Garret  Byrne,  Newark. 
Samuel  S.  Clark,  M.  D.,  Belvidere. 
R.  Newton  Crane,  Newark. 
James  W.  Corey,  Newark. 
James  B.  Cutter,  M.  D.,  Newark. 
James  M.  Durand,  Newark. 
John  O.  Flood,  Newark. 
Frederick  Frelinghuysen,  Newark. 
Edmund  Drake  Halsey,  Morristown. 
Samuel  M.  Hewlett,  Inington. 
Wm.  A.  Howell.  Newark. 
Sanford  B.  Hunt,  M.  D.,  Irvington. 
John  H.  Landell,  Newark. 
John  McGregor,  Newark. 
Stephen  M.  Mershon,  Middlelush. 
William  W.  Morris,  Neicark. 
Henry  N.  Parkhurst,  Newark. 
J.  Marshall  Paul,  M.  D.,  Belvidere. 
Theodore  F.  Randolph,  Morristown. 
Edward  Sealy,  Newark. 
William  S.  Stryker,  Trenton. 
Benjamin  A.  Vail,  Bahicay. 
Daniel  M.  Skinner,  Belleville. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  20,  1870. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — The  History  and  Develop- 
ment of  Races.  Annual  address  before  the  Society  Feb.  23,  1869,  by 
Hon.  Harlow  S.  Orton. 

From  the  loica  Historical  Society'—  Annals  of  Iowa.  April,  July  and  Octo- 
ber, 1869. 

From  the  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Genealogical  Society — Register  and  Antiquarian 
Journal,  July  and  Oct.,  1869,  Jan.  1870. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Bulletin  of  the  Institute,  Vol.  I,  No.  3. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Transactions   of  the  A.   P. 
Society,  held  at  Philadelphia  for  Promoting  Useful  Knowledge.     Vol. 
XIH.     New  series.    Part  3. 
Proceedings  of  the  Am.  Ph.  Society.    Vol.  XI.    No.  81. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  at  the  semi-annual 
meeting  in  Boston,  April  28,  1869. 

From  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Surrey — Report  showing  the  pro- 
gress of  the  Survey  during  the  year  18G6. 

From  the  Quartermaster- General  U.  S. — Nos.  I  to  XIX  inclusive,  also 
XXI  and  XXHI  of  the  Roll  of  Honor,  and  Statements  I  to  IV  inclu- 
sive— the  set  complete  as  far  as  issued.  26  Nos. 

From  Treasurer  of  N.  J. — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  Journal  of  Senate  and 
Minutes  of  Assembly ;  with  Legislative  Documents  for  1869.  New 
Jersey  Law  Reports,  3d  Vroom.  New  Jersey  Equity  Reports,  4th 
Green.  14th  Ann.  Report  Normal  School. 

From  Harvard  College — Annual  Reports  of  the  President  and  Treasurer, 
1868-9.  Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Charles  William  Elliot,  as 
President  of  the  College,  Oct.  9,  1869. 

From  Tale  College— Catalogue  of  the  officers  and  students,  with  a  state- 
ment of  the  course  of  instruction  in  the  departments,  1869. 

From  the  Class — The  Decennial  Record  ;  or  Digest  No.  H;  of  the  Class 
of  1859,  of  the  College  of  N.  J.  1859-'69. 

From  the  Franklin  Society,  Chicago — The  Printer  ;  read  before  the  Society, 
Oct.  27,  1869,  by  James  W.  Sheaham 
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From  tlie  Library  Company — The  original  Articles  of  Association  of  the 
Library  Company  of  Philadelphia.  Now  first  printed,  together  with 
the  Charter,  &c.  1869. 

From  the  Authors — Historical  Discourse  on  the  occasion  of  the  Centen- 
nial Anniversary  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Millstone.  By 
Edward  Tanjore  Corwin,  Pastor.  1866. 

A  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  America.  By  Edward  Tan- 
jore Corwin. 

An  Outline  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  West  or  South 
Jersey,  from  1700  to  1865.  A  discourse  delivered  Oct.  3,  1865,  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Bridgeton,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown, 
by  appointment  of  the  Presbytery  of  West  Jersey.  With  an  Appen- 
dix  from  1865  to  1869. 

The  Architect  and  Monetarian :  A  Brief  Memoir  of  Thomas  Alex- 
ander Tefft,  including  his  labors  in  Europe  to  establish  an  Universal 
Currency.  By  Edwin  M.  Stone,  1869. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Alumni 
Association  of  Columbia  College.  By  Frederic  de  Peyster,  LL.D., 
Chairman,  etc. 

Address  on  the  Culture  demanded  by  the  Age.  By  F.  de  Peyster, 
LL.D.,  delivered  before  the  Alumni  Association  of  Columbia  College, 
1869. 

An  Address  delivered  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Ameri- 
can Whig  Society  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  June  29,  1869.  By 
Richard  S.  Field,  LL.D. 

i  Fragmentary  Records  of  the  Youngs,  comprising,  in  addition  to 
much  general  information  respecting  them,  A  Particular  and  Extend- 
ed Account  of  the  Posterity  of  Ninian  Young,  an  early  resident  of 
Chester  Co.,  Pa.  By  J.  Gilbert  Young,  M.  D. 

The  Two  Brothers.  Two  Discourses,  preached  at  the  Funerals  of 
James  Edward  Rice  and  Charles  Wilfred  Rice,  at  Lafayette,  Indiana, 
Jan.  27,  1867,  and  June  6,  1869.  By  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D. 

Courage,  Love  and  a  Sound  Mind ;  a  Baccalaureate  Discourse  before 
the  Class  of  1869,  by  President  Tuttle,  of  Wabash  College. 

From  Charles  G.  Rockwood  —Memorials  of  a  Century,  embracing  the 
Early  History  of  Bennington,  Vt.,  and  its  First  Church.  By  Isaac 

Jennings,  Pastor,  1869. 

rtoJjk'mi 
From  C.  H.  WinfieU—A.  History  of  the  Celebration  of  Robert  Burns' 

110th  Natal  Day,  in  New  York,  1863. 
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From  John  II.  Stephens — A  plan  of  tke  city  of  New  York,  from  actual 
survey,  1728,  dedicated  to  Jolm  Montgomery,  Esq.  By  Wm.  Bradford. 

Muster  Roll  of  5th  Troop,  3d  Regt.  Light  Dragoons,  commanded 
by  Capt.  David  Edgar,  from  Aug.  11,  1781,  to  Feb.  1,  1782. 

Capt.  David  Edgar's  order-book,  1782-3. 

New  York  Daily  Advertiser,  Jan.  24,  1787.  Ulster  County  Gazette, 
Jan.  4,  1800. 

An  Underwriters  Policy  to  Nich.  Governeur,  made  by  twelve  N.  Y. 
Merchants,  Feb.  G,  1795. 

From  Henry  Sf.  Beach — A  Two  Year's  Journal  in  New  York  and  part  of 
its  Territories  in  America.  By  Charles  Woolley,  1679. 

Denton's  Description  of  New  York,  formerly  New  Netherlands.    1 G70. 

Millers  Description  of  the  City  and  Province  of  New  York,     1G95. 

Budd's  Account  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey.     1685. 

Alsop's  Character  of  the  Province  of  Maryland.     16G6. 

An  oration  delivered  at  Newark,  July  4,  1803.     By  Lewis  Morris 
Ogden,  A.  B.,  Student  at  Law. 
From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  3d 

Sess.  40th  Cong.,  with  a  Supplement. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  H.  Green — Catalogues  of  the  Trustees,  Students,  &c., 
of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton,  Mass.,  for  1850,  '3,  '7,  '60.  '1,  '3,  '4, 
'6,  '7  and  '8,  and  of  the  Library  of  Lawrence  Academy,  1350. 

The  Jubilee  of  Lawrence  Academy,  July  12,  1854,  with  General 
Catalogue ;  and  Memorial  Soliciting  Aid  in  Rebuilding. 

Reports  of  the  Managers  of  the  Temporary  Home  for  the  Destitute, 
Boston,  1853,  '5,  "8,  '61,  '63,  '64,  '67  and  '68;  of  the  Boston  Female 
Asylum,  1852  ;  of  the  Boston  Home  for  Aged  Men,  1863  :  of  the  4th, 
5th  and  10th  Anniversary  of  The  Needle  Woman's  Friend  Society ; 
and  of  the  N.  England  Female  Moral  Reform  Society  for  1888. 

Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  Jan. 
1656  ;  and  71st  and  72d  Ann.  Reports  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  with 
By-Laws,  Acts  of  Incorporation,  &c.,  1867,  '68  and  '69. 

Roll  of  Students  of  Harvard  University  who  served  in  the  Army  or 
Navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  Pre- 
pared byF.  H.  Brown,  M.  D.,  by  order  of  the  Corporation. 

Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  Boston  Public  Library,  1867  and  '68; 
and  the  Prince  Library ;  The  American  Part  of  the  Collection  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  by  him  bequeathed  to 
the  Old  South  Church,  and  now  deposited  in  the  Public  Library  of 
the  City  of  Boston. 
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Rules,  Regulations  and  Organization  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Directory  for  Boston  Provident  Association,  Oct.  '68  to  '69. 

Ann.  Report  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  Worcester,  Mass.,  \vith  the 
Rules  and  Regulations.  Published  by  order  of  the  City.  1869. 

Address  of  Gen.  A.  B.  R.  Sprague,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Department  of  Mass.,  G.  A.  R.  in  Worcester,  Jan.  20,  1869. 

A  History  of  the  Town  of  Duxbury,  Mass.,  with  Genealogical  Regis- 
ters. By  Justin  Winscr.  181-9. 

Prof.  J.  C.  Zachos'  Appeal  to  the  Friends  of  Education,  for  the  Im- 
migrant and  the  Freed  People  of  the  South.  1868. 

Hon.  Chas.  A.  Train's  Closing  Argument  for  the  Annexation  of 
Dorchester  t'o  Boston.  1869. 

Catalogue  of  the  Groton  Public  Library,  with  the  By-Laws  and 
Regulations.  1855. 

From  Rev.  Jos.  F.  2'uttle — A  Change  of  National  Empire;  or  Arguments 
in  Favor  of  the  Removal  of  the  National  Capital  to  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  Illustrated  with  Maps.  By  L.  U.  Rcavis.  1869. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Charities  to  the  Gov.  of  Ohio,  for  1868. 

School  Laws  of  Indiana  as  amended  in  1865,  '07  and  '69,  with 
opinions,  instructions,  &c. 

True  Greatness.  A  Sermon  at  Belleville,  N.  J.,  June  27,  '69,  on  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  Dr.  Samuel  L.  Ward.  By  W.  W.  Halloway. 

A  Discourse  by  Rev.  Elisha  P.  Swift,  D.  D.,  on  the  Fortieth  Anni- 
versary of  his  Ministry,  Nov.  6,  1859. 

An  Address  by  Prof.  S.  J.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  at  the  Funsral  of  Rev.  E. 
P.  Swift,  D.  D.,  iu  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Alleghany  City, 
April  G,  1865;  and  Discourse  Commemorative  of  his  Life  and  Labors 
preached  May  7,  1865,  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Howard,  D.  D. 

The  Memorial  Day.  A  Sermon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
Putnam,  Ohio,  Jan.  1,  1866.  By  A.  Kingsbury. 

A  Discourse  delivered  at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Logansport,  Intl., 
Dec.  25,  1859.  By  Rev.  M.  M.  Post.  A  Retrospect  of  Thirty  Years 
Ministry. 

Inaugural  Discourses  of  Professors  Morris  and  Nelson,  delivered  at 
Lane  Theological  Seminary  on  the  82d  Anniversary,  May  13th  and 
14th,  1868,  with  a  sketch  of  the  Institution,  &c. 

From  Gen.  JY.  N.  Hahted—A.  letter  to  his  Excellency  Gov.  C n, 

[Clinton]  principally  in  answer  to  his  Message  of  13th  Oct.  and  his 
Dissolution  Speech.     Printed  in  1747. 
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From  S.  Alofsen,  Esq — Les  Etats-Unis  D'Araerique  en  1863.     Par  John 

Bigelow,  Consul  des  Etats-Unis  a  Paris.     1863. 

From  Maj.  G.  Meigs—  Bailey's  Universal  Etymological  English  Diction- 
ary, 24th  Edition.  London;  1776. 

From  Joel  Munsell — A  Paper  on  the  Stndy  of  the  English  Language  and 
Literature  as  an  Educational  Force.  By  M.  P.  Cavert,  A.  M.  1866. 

Synopsis  of  Dentistry  as  it  was,  as  it  is,  and  as  it  ought  to  be.  A 
Power  to  move  the  world.  A  Lecture  by  J.  Brockway,  Sr.  1869. 

Impressions  of  Prison  Life  in  Great  Britain.  Submitted  to  the  In- 
spector, &c.,  of  the  Albany  Penitentiary.  By  David  Dyer,  Chaplain. 

A  Paper  on  the  Flora  of  the  Adirondacks,  by  Geo.  T.  Stevens,  M.  D., 
1867,  and  a  Paper  on  the  Trichina  Spiralis,  by  Edward  R.  Hurd, 
M.  D.,  read  before  the  Albany  Institute.  1869. 

Shaker  Income  Tax.  Application  to  Com.  Delano.  Brief  of  Dur- 
bin  Ward,  Counsel  for  Applicants.  1869. 

Reports  of  the  Albany  County  Bible  Society,  organized  1810 ;  of 
the  Treasurer  of  Union  College,  May  1869;  and  of  the  "Water  Com- 
missioners of  the  City  of  Newburgh,  1869. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Normal  School,  Fiftieth  Term, 
ending  1869. 

Therapeutical  Skepticism ;  an  Address  Introductory,  at  Albany 
Medical  College  1869.  By  John  V.  Lansing,  M.  D. 

Frogs,  and  their  Contributions  to  Science.  Read  before  the  Albany 
Institute,  1869.  By  John  V.  Lansing,  M.  D. 

Address  at  the  Funeral  Service  of  Col.  Lewis  Benedict,  May  3d, 
1864.  By  Rev.  C.  D.  W.  Bridgman. 

From  Win.  A.  Whitehead — Indian  Bulletin,  No.  1,  for  1867,  containing 
a  brief  account  of  the  North  American  Indians,  and  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  many  Indian  Names.  By  Rev.  N.  W.  Jones. 

Debt  and  Resources  of  the  United  States,  and  the  effect  of  Seces- 
sion upon  the  Industry  of  the  Loyal  States.  By  Dr.  Wm.  Elder. 
1863. 

Law  Representation  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  Its  Justice 
and  Expediency.     By  Gilbert  Haven.     1864. 

Reports  of  the  Water  Commissioners  of  Jersey  City,  July  1,  1868 ; 
of  Newark  Aqueduct  Board  on  a  supply  of  water.  By  Geo.  H.  Bailey, 
Engineer,  Jan.  1861. 

A  Letter  to  a  Whig  Member  of  the  Southern  Independence  Associa- 
tion. By  Gold'win  Smith.  1864. 

Minnesota  Legislative  Manual.     1867. 


14  DONATIONS. 

Two  Photographs  of  Sanies  Parker,  late  President  of  the  Society. 
Gopsill's  Directory  of  Jersey  City,  corrected  June  1,  1858. 
From  EalpTi   Voorliecs — Remarkable  Occurrences,  during  the  Seige  of 
Gibraltar ;  with  a  List  of  the  Forces,  &c.     Also  the  Casualties  that 
happened  on  both  sides,  between  the  llth  Feb.,  1726-7  and  the  llth 
June  following ;  O.  S.     M.  S.     Manuscript. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States  from  May  31.  1791  to  April  21,  1792. 
The  New  Jersey  Almanacs  for  1776,  1778,  1779. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Stearns,  D.  D. — The  New  York  Times,  from  its  com- 
mencement to  1865.     15  volumes. 
From  Miss  P.  Taylor— The  New  York  Herald  from  July  3, 1802,  to  April 
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THE  EARLY  HISTORY  OF  MORRIS  COUNTY. 


It  is  not  my  design  to  write  an  elaborate  history  of  the  County  of 
Morris,  but  rather  to  make  a  few  statements  concerning  it  which  seem 
to  me  to  be  interesting  and  important,  since  every  community  has  a 
history  which,  if  properly  related,  must  be  interesting  and  even  impor- 
tant, at  least  to  those  who  belong  to  it.  In  its  beginnings  and  progress 
it  may  have  borne  a  very  humble  part  in  the  grand  drama  which  the 
world  is  acting,  and  yet  humble  as  that  part  may  be,  it  was  grand  to 
those  who  acted  it.  There  is  not  an  old  community  or  church  in  any 
old  county  in  our  State  whose  history  has  not  a  very  considerable  inter- 
est to  the  local  antiquary  and  historian.  It  may  never  have  held  a  very 
prominent  position  as  related  to  the  general  commonwealth.  It  may  be 
neither  a  Wittenburg  or  a  Geneva,  the  center  of  moral  revolution,  a 
Runyrnede  or  Philadelphia,  rendered  famous  by  some  immortal  scene, 
the  birth  of  a  Magna  Charta  or  the  publication  of  a  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Its  history  spread  out  on  the  pages  of  general  history 
might  seem  out  of  place  or  be  eclipsed  by  the  more  distinguished  deeds 
recorded  on  the  same  pages,  and  yet  that  humble  history  has  the  merit 
of  being  in  a  sense  personal  to  ourselves.  Here  the  fathers  of  such  a 
community  fought  the  battle  of  life,  wrestled  with  the  problems  of 
moral  responsibility,  loved  the  loving,  pitied  the  sorrowful,  helped  the 
weak,  wept  over  the  dying ;  here  they  laid  the  foundations  of  the  social 
fabric  as  best  they  could,  often  in  a  very  blind  yet  honest  method, 
lived  life  as  we  now  live  it,  and  they  died  leaving  their  graves  to  us  as 
silent  monitors  not  to  permit  them  to  sink  into  forgetfulness.  Although 
not  as  great  as  many  who  have  lived,  they  are  our  forefathers,  and  the 
work  they  did  for  us  merits  a  grateful  record  at  our  hands. 

The  beginners  of  society  in  Morris  County  wer6  plain  people,  many 
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of  whom  bad  very  little  education.  The  records  of  the  county  and  of 
several  churches  which  date  back  far  toward  the  first  settlement  on  the 
Whippany  River,  prove  this.  I  have  spent  not  a  little  time  and  effort 
to  fix  a  precise  date  to  the  foundation  of  society  in  the  county,  but  with 
no  marked  success.  In  the  year  1707,  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  the  third 
pastor  of  the  Hanover  Church,  wrote  what  he  called  a  "  History  of  the 
Hanover  Presbyterian  Church.'"  This  is  copied  from  a  book  in  which 
>Vr.  Green  recorded  baptisms.  In  a  preface  to  this  manuscript  record 
Mr.  Green  writes  that  "about  the  year  1710  a  few  families  removed  from 
Newark  and  Elizabeth,  &c.,  and  settled  on  the  west  side  of  the  Pessaick 
River  in  that  which  is  now  Morris  County.  Not  long  after  the  settlers 
erected  an  house  for  the  publick  worship  of  God  on  the  bank  of  the 
Whippcnung  River  (about  three  miles  west  of  the  Pessaick  River),  about 
one  hundred  rods  below  the  Forge  which  is  and  has  long  been  known 
by  the  name  of  The  Old  Iron  Works.  There  was  a  church  gathered  in 
the  year  17—.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Hubbel  was  ordained  and  settled  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Ne\v  York.  About  this  time  this  place  obtained  the 
name  of  Hanover  and  became  a'  township,  but  the  place  was  most  com- 
monly known  by  the  Indian  name  Whippenung.  Mr.  Hubbel  continued 

to  minister  here  till ,  when  for  some  uneasiness  between  him  and 

the  people  he  was  dismissed.  This  church  then  had  no  proper  book  of 
Records.  And  if  Mr.  Hubbel  kept  any  church  records  upon  paper  of 
his  own  they  were  not  left  to  those  who  came  after." 

Mr.  Green  began  his  ministry  in  1746,  when  some  of  the  pioneers  were 
still  living,  and  he  could  have  easily  found  the  date  of  settlement  and 
given  the  names  of  the  settlers  and  many  facts  of  interest,  but  it  is  too 
often  true  that  to  those  who  arc  near  the  facts  of  which  history  is  com- 
posed, those  facts  do  not  seem  of  great  value,  at  least  not  enough  to 
cause  them  to  be  carefully  preserved.  By  way  of  extenuating  "  Parson 
Green"  for  not  securing  in  permanent  form  these  un-merchantable state- 
ments as  to  who  the  early  settlers  were  and  when  they  came  and  what 
they  did,  all  of  which  were  then  within  his  easy  reach,  it  may  be 
alleged  that  he  was  a  man  of  many  callings,  a  very  busy  man.  His 
salary  was  small,  and  he  says  this  u  led  him  to  take  more  worldly  cares 
and  business  than  he  could  have  chosen."  His  people  encouraged  him 
in  this  course,  assuring  him  "  that  country  congregations  could  not  have 
ministers  unless  ministers  would  take  some  care  to  provide  and  help 
support  their  own  families."  He  studied  and  practiced  medicine,  he 
had  a  school  under  his  care,  often  wrote  and  executed  wills  for  his 
patients  and  had  a  share  both  in  a  grist  mill  and  a  distillery.  Some 
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wag  is  said  to  have  directed  a  letter  to  him  with  this  somewhat  com- 
prehensive superscription  : 

"To  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Preacher, 

And  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Teacher  ; 

To  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Doctor, 

And  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Proctor  ; 

To  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Miller, 

And  the  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  Distiller." 

In  regard  to  his  numerous  avocations,  he  said  in  his  autobiography  : 
"  When  I  entered  upon  worldly  schemes  I  found  them  in  general  a 
plague,  a  vexation,  and  a  snare.  If  I  somewhat  increased  my  worldly 
estate,  I  also  increased  sorrow  and  incurred  blame  in  all  things  except 
the  practice  of  physick."  * 

It  is  not  hard  to  account  for  such  a  man's  neglect  to  collect  and  record 
history  which  was  then  too  recent  to  seem  of  much  importance,  and  yet 
it  is  very  annoying  that  the  good  man  who  as  pastor  and  physician  was 
constantly  meeting  those  who  could  have  told  him  the  very  facts  we 
so  much  desire  to  know,  should  not  have  interrogated  the  witnesses  and 
recorded  their  answers. 

The  earliest  reference  to  Morris  County  that  I  find,  is  in  a  letter  of 
David  Barclay,  Arthur  Forbes  and  Gawen  Lawrie,  to  the  Scots  Proprie- 
tors of  East  Jersey,  under  date  of  March  29.  1684.  In  answer  to  query 
seventh,  they  -say  :  "  There  are  also  hills  up  in  the  countrey,  but  how 
much  ground  they  take  up  we  know  not,  they  are  said  to  be  stony  and 
covered  with  wood  and  beyond  them  is  said  to  be  excellent  land.t  At 
that  time  the  region  thus  mentioned  must  have  been  terra  incognita. 
How  early  it  was  explored  and  surveyed,  I  haveuot  with  certainty  ascer 
tained.  The.unvarying  tradition  has  been  that  the  first  settlement  was 
made  at  Whippany,  and  another  tradition  declares  that  Abraham  Kitchel, 
grandson  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  Sen.,  of  Newark,  and  the  two 
brothers  Timothy  and  Joseph  Tuttle,  were  among  the  earliest  settlers, 
but  this  is  not  verified  by  an  examination  of  their  deeds,]:  which  fix  the 


*  Dr.  Green's  Christian  Advocate,  X.  53. 

t  E.  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  291. 

t  A  deed  still  in  possession  of  a  descendant  of  Abraham  Kitchel,  dated  May 
5,  1713,  anti  given  by  "John  Prudden,  quondam  minister,"  conveys  a  tract  of 
ground  in  Newark  to  Abraham  Kitchel,  of  Newark.  In  1718  John  Baldwin  con- 
veys a  tract  of  ground  to  Abraham  Kitchel,  of  Newark.  On  the  20th  of  May, 
1724,  "Rebecca  Wheeler,  of  Burlington,"  deeded  to  Abraham  Kitchel  1075  acres 
east  of  Whippany  River,  a  part  of  which  is  still  occupied  by  one  of  his  descend, 
ants,  Joseph  Kitchell,  of  Hanover  Neck. 
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date  of  Abraham  Kitchel's  removal  to  Hanover  in  1724,  at  least  four- 
teen years  after  the  original  settlement  is  supposed  to  have  been  made. 
On  the  2d  of  April  1726,  Timothy  Tuttle  conveyed  to  his  "  loving 
brother  Joseph  Tuttle,  of  Newark,"  certain  real  estate  in  that  place. 
It  is  supposed — the  deeds  are  not  now  to  be  had — that  Timothy  Tuttle 
removed  to  Morris  County  the  year  he  sold  real  estate  to  his  brother. 
On  the  23d  of  January,  1733-4,  John  and  Samuel  Johnson,  of  Newark, 
deeded  to  Joseph  Tuttle,  of  the  same  place,  some  real  estate  in  Newark, 
so  that  he  was  then  still  a  resident  there.  Meanwhile  he  had  purchased, 
in  1725,  a  large  tract  of  land  on  Hanover  Neck,  a  part  of  which  is  still 
occupied  by  one  of  his  descendants. 

Who  then  did  settle  first  at  Whippany,  and  when  did  they  settle 
there  ?  It  is  very  certain  that  there  had  been  some  settlement  previous 
to  1718,  for  on  the  second  day  of  that  year  one  "  John  Richards,  of 
Whipanong,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdoc,  in  the  Province  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Schoolmaster,"  was  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land  which  is  now 
known  as  the  Whippany  Burying  Yard,  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
which,  for  many  years,  stood  the  First  Presbyterian  Church.  At  that 
date  the  "  Schoolmaster,"  "  for  and  in  consideration,"  as  he  said,  "  of 
the  love,  good  will  and  affection  which  I  have  and  do  bear  toward  my 
Christian  friends  and  neighbours  in  Whippanung  aforesaid,  as  also  for 
the  desire  and  regard  I  have  to  promote  and  advance  the  publick  inter- 
est," gave. the  described  tract  of  land  for  the  site  of  "  a  decent  and 
suitable  meeting-house  for  the  publick  worship  of  God,"  as  also  for  "  a 
school-house,  Burying  Ground,  Training  field,  and  such  like  publick 
uses."  The  lot  contained  three  and  a  half  acres.  In  the  deed  he  speaks 
of  his  land  as  being  "  in  the  township  of  Whipanong,  on  that  part 
commonly  called  Peurpcnong,  on  the  northeasterly  side  of  the  Whipa- 
nong River," 

It  is  fair  to  infer  that  considerable  progress  had  been  already  made, 
but  at  present  I  can  give  no  information  as  to  the  precise  facts!  My 
conjecture  is  that  the  original  settlers  may  have  been  squatters,  making 
iron  from  the  Succasunna  iron  ore,  with  the  boundless  forests  in  the 
region  which  they  converted  into  coal.  The  tradition  is  that  the  ore 
was  brought  in  leather  bags  on  pack-horses  from  the  great  mine  now 
known  as  "  the  Dickerson  Mine,"  which  at  that  time  and.  for  many 
years  afterward  exposed  vast  quantities  of  ore  above  ground. 

As  bearing  on  the  question,  it  may  be  said  that  the  copy  of  a  deed 
may  be  seen  in  Trenton  which  indicates  that  in  1715  a  tract  of  laud  hud 
been  surveyed  in  the  present  township  of  Morris.*  No  doubt  some- 


*  East  Jersey  Records  Liber  F.  3,  p  28. 
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where  still  remain  the  facts  in  books  of  records,  or  unrecorded  deeds 
and  will?,  Avhich  shall  throw  light  on  the  settlement  at  Whippany. 

In  1713  James  Wills,  an  Englishman,  bought  of  the  East  Jersey  Pro- 
prietors a  large  tract  of  land  in  and  about  what  is  now  called  Ralston- 
ville,  about  one  mile  west  of  Mendham.  In  1722  James  Pitney  bought 
land  of  his  brother  which  had  previously  been  purchased  of  the  Pro- 
prietors. It  is  impossible  to  determine  at  what  date  Mendham  was 
settled.  Even  the  proximate  date  of  the  founding  of  that  church  is 
only  inferred  as  being  previous  to  1738,  when  its  name  is  mentioned  in 
connection  with  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick.  Dr.  Hastings  thinks 
it  was  organized  about  1735  or  1736.*  In  1745  Edmund  Buinet  made 
a  deed  of  its  yard  and  site  to  the  Mendham  Church,  in  which,  with 
original  orthography,  he  speaks  of  himself  as  "  Edmon  Burnnant,  of 
Rocksiticus,  in  ye  County  of  Summerset  in  East  nu  Jareses  In  Araara- 
cah,"  for  certain  reasons  giving  the  congregation  "  A  scairtain  pees  of 
parsel  of  Laud  ou  which  the  meeting  Hows  Now  Standeth." 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  thus  far  the  earliest  definite  fact  ascer- 
tained is  that  in  1713  James  Wills  purchased  a.  tract  of  land  at  Mend- 
ham,  and  that  he  probably  settled  on  it  at  that  time  or  soon  after.  At 
Hanover  the  settlement  was  ''about  1710,"  but  the  actual  dates  as  de- 
rived from  deeds  do  not  go  back  of  171.1  and  1718,  although  it  is  evident 
that  earlier  purchases  had  been  made.  If  we  now  cross  the  mountains 
west  of  Hanover,  we  come  to  the  region  in  which  another  actual  pur- 
chase was  made  at  an  early  date.  These  facts  were  received  from  the 
late  Richard  Brotherton,  of  Randolph  Township,  a  very  intelligent  and 
worthy  Friend,  who  professed  to  make  the  statements  from  documents 
to  which  he  had  access  and  which  are  supposed  to  be  still  in  existence- 
Mr.  Brotherton  says  that  one  Joseph  Kirkbride  located  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  present  township  of  Randolph,  in  Morris  County,  as  early  as  1713, 
containing  4,525  acres,  besides  the  usual  allowance  for  highways,  also 
in  the  same  year  a  tract  of  1,254  acres  bounded  on  the  southwesterly 
line  of  the  first  tract.  The  Succasunua  Mine  lot  was  located  in  1710, 
by  John  Reading,  and  sold  the  same  year  to  Joseph  Kirkbride,  contain- 
ing 558  acres.t  and  after  his  death  the  tract  was  divided  between  his 
three  sons,  Joseph,  John  and  Mahlon  Kirkbride,  except  the  mine  lot, 
which  was  held  by  them  iu  common  until  such  time  as  the  same  should 
be  sold.J 

*  Hasting's  M.  S.  on  Mendham. 

t  Bounded  on  the  northwest  line  and  corners  at  the  north  corners  of  the  said 
tract  of  4,525  acres,  making  together  6,337  acres,  besides  the  usual  allowance  for 
highways,  which  belonged  to  the  said  Joseph  Kirkbride. 

f  In  1744  Henry  Brotherton,  the  grandfather  of  Richard— my  informant— bought 
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Mr.  Richard  Brotherton  further  states  that  the  home-farm  of  Harts- 
horn Fitz  Randolph  was  located  July  30,  17J  3  (the  survey  being  made 
by  John  Reading),  and  by  him  conveyed  to  Joseph  Latham,  who  con- 
veyed the  same  to  John  Jackson  in  1722.  The  Executors  of  Edward 
Fitz  Randolph  (Nathan  and  Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph),  obtained  a 
judgment  against  Jackson,  and  on  the  loth  of  August,  1753,  John  Ford, 
the  Sheriff  of  Morris  County,  sold  the  land  which  was  purchased  by 
Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph,  who  occupied  it  until  his  death,  which  occur- 
red in  1807.  He  bought  other  lands  adjoining  until  his  farm  contained 
800  acres. 

This  Hartshorn  Fitz  Randolph  is  said  to  have  been  a  devout  Friend, 
and  to  have  had  in  his  employ  a  man  who  was  a  singular  character  and 
allowed  by  his  master  almost  as  many  liberties  as  "  the  King's  fool." 
Tradition  has  preserved  the  following  anecdote  relating  to  the  two,  of  the 
truth  of  which  as  much  belief  may  be  entertained  as  the  circumstances 
may  seem  to  warrant.  It  is  said  that  on  a  certain  Sunday  morning  Mr. 
Fitz  Randolph  wished  to  go  to  the  Quaker  Meeting-House  on  the  oppo- 
site hill,  but  the  brook  was  so  swollen  with  rain  as  not  to  be  very  easily 
crossed.  The  man  offered  to  carry  him  across  on  his  back.  When  in 
the  midst  of  the  stream  he  stopped  and  said  to  Mr.  Fitz  R.  "  Will  thee 
give  me  a  quart  of  apple-jack  if  I  take  thee  safely  over  ?"  "  No,  I  will 
not;  go  on,"  said  Mr.  Fitz  R.  "  But  say,  will  thee  give  it  me?  for  if 
thee  does  not,  I  will  let  thee  down  into  the  water  !"  "  I  must  not  give 
thee  that  which  will  do  thee  harm."  "  But  /  say  thee  must  give  it  me  or 
I  will  let  thee  down  into  the  water  quickly  !"  was  the  reply  of  the  im- 
pudent fellow,  whose  motions  indicated  that  he  meant  what  he  said. 
"  Well  I  promise  it,  to  give  thee  the  apple-jack  !  now  go  on,"  said  the 
Quaker.  "  But  swear  that  thee  will  give  it  me !"  persisted  the  man. 
"  Thee  knows  that  I  must  not  swear  !"  u  But  I  say  thee  must  swear  that 
thee  will  give  me  the  apple-jack,  or  I  swear  I  will  put  thee  quickly  into 
this  water!"  "  Well,  well,"  said  Mr.  Fitz  R.,  "thee  is  very  unreason- 
able, but  thee  has  me  in  thy  power,  and  so  I  swear  that  I  will  give  thee 
the  rum  !"  "  There,  now,  Mr.  Fitz  Randolph,  thee  has  done  it !"  exclaim- 
ed the  man,  with  an  ill-concealed  chuckle,  "  thee  has  done  it  now  !  for 
thee  has  always  said  that  a  man  that  vcill  sicear  will  lie,  and  so  I  will  let 
thee  down  into  the  water  at  any  rate !"  and  he  at  once  suited  the  action 
to  the  word,  leaving  his  employer  in  no  good  plight  physically  or  spiritu- 
ally for  the  service  he  was  designing  to  attend. 

125  acres  of  one  of  the  Kirkbride  heirs,  and  in  1753  his  brother,  James  Hrother- 
ton,  bought  200  or  300  acres  on  Mine  Hill  of  the  same  estate. 
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Mr.  Brotherton  states  that  Schooley's  Mountain  received  its  name 
from  one  William  Schooley,  who  was  an  early  settler  on  it.  His  son 
William  came  to  Randolph  Township  in  1713  and  purchased  several 
hundred  acres — about  600 — of  the  Kirkbride  family,  including  what  is 
now  Mill  Brook,  some  three  miles  southeast  of  Dover.  There,  his  son 
Robert  Schooley  built  the  first  grist  mill  in  that  section  of  Morris 
County.  Henry  and  Richard  Brotherton,  two  brothers,  and  Richard 
Dell,  married  daughters  of  William  Schooley,  of  Schooley's  Mountain. 
Dell  removed  from  Schooley's  Mountain  in  1759,  to  a  tract  of  land  which 
he  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  William  Penn.  This  farm  is  two  miles 
east  of  Dover,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rockaway  River.  His  son 
Thomas  Dell  bought  land  of  the  Kirkbride  heirs  a  mile  east  of  Mine 
Hill  in  the  year  1786  and  lived  there  until  his  death  in  1850,  when  he 
was  over  ninety  years  of  age.  In  1756  that  remarkable  man,  Gen.  Wil- 
liam Winds,  from  the  cast  end  of  Long  Island,  purchased  275  acres  of 
Thomas  and  Richard  Penn  and  lived  on  the  same  until  his  death,  Octo- 
ber 12th,  1789.  This  farm  is  east  of  the  village  of  Dover  nearly  a  mile, 
and  south  of  the  point  of  Pine  Hill.  In  1757  Josiah  Beaman,  the 
Irother-in-law  of  Gen.  Winds,  purchased  107  acres  where  Dover  now  is, 
and  principally  on  the  north  side  of  the  Rockaway  River. 

The  tract  of  laud  south  of  the  river  where  Dover  stands,  and  inclu- 
ding the  water  power  which  drives  the  Iron  Mills  at  that  place,  was  located 
and  purchased  in  the  year  1745.  In  1739  one  Daniel  Canel  purchased  a 
tract  of  the  Kirkbride  estate  in  the  vicinity  o£  Dover,  and  a  part  of  it 
is  still  occupied  by  his  descendants.  It  is  said  that  during  the  hard 
winter  of  1740,  when  the  snow  was  very  deep,  this  Daniel  Canel  was 
obliged  to  carry  hay  on  his  back  two  miles  and  a  half  to  keep  his  cattle 
and  horses  alive.* 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  in  1713  John  Reading  surveyed  a  tract 
of  land  which  was  conveyed  to  Joseph  Latham,  who,  in  1722,  sold  it  to 
one  John  Jacksou,  who  built  a  forge  on  the  little  stream  which  puts 
into  the  Rockaway  near  the  residence  of  Mr.  Jacob  Hurd.  The  forge 
was  nearly  in  front  of  Mr.  Kurd's  house.  The  first  forge  in  Morris 
county  was  at  Whippany,  and  this  one,  built  by  Jackson,  a  mile  west  of 
Dover,  was  probably  the  second.  The  wood  for  charcoal  was  abundant, 
and  the  mine  on  the  hill  not  far  distant.  For  some  reason  Jackson  did 
not  succeed  in  his  iron  manufacture,  and  was  sold  out  by  the  Sheriff  in 
1753.  I  am  not  sure  as  to  this  John  Jackson.  James  Jackson,  of  Ncw- 

*  Richard  Brotherton' s  MS.  in  hands  of  Rev.  B.  C.  Megie. 
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town,  L.  L,  the  groat- grandfather  of  the  late  Col.  Joseph  Jackson  of 
Kockaway,  had  a  son  John  among  his  twenty  children.  He  was  born 
March  9th,  1701.  Joseph  Jackson,  son  of  the  aforesaid  James,  was  n. 
resident  near  Dover,  and  with  his  son  Stephen,  was  joint  owner  of  what 
was  "commonly  known  as  Schooley's  Forge,"  the  beginning  comer  of 
which  was  "about  one  chain  from  Josiah  Beatnan's  house."  When 
John  Jackson  was  sold  out  by  the  Sheriff,  Josiah  Beaman  bought  the 
forge,  and  it  seems  very  probable  that  John  Jackson's  brother  and 
nephew  Avere  the  purchasers  of  a  part  of  the  forge  built  by  John.  This 
purchase  was  made  in  1768,  and  the  next  year  Joseph  sold  his  right  in 
that  forge  to  "  Stephen  Jackson  of  Mendoai,  Bloomer/'  Stephen  Jack- 
son thus  began  his  fortune  in  this  humble  way,  and  after  a  few  years 
.became  the  owner  of  the  fine  mill  property  at  Rockaway,  with  large 
tracts  of  valuable  lands.  He  once  had  the  honor  of  entertaining  Gen. 
Washington  at  his  house.',  and  was  a-  man  of  great  energy.  He  died  in 
1812. 

My  attempts  to  reach  the  earliest  ihsmnenfary  dates  concerning 
Rockaway  have  not  been  successful ;  but  from  careful  examination  I  am 
led  to  conjecture  that  the  settlement  began  not  long  after  that  at  Dover, 
about  1725  or  possibly  as  late  as  1730,  at  which  time  a  small  iron  forge 
was  built  near  where  the  upper  forge  now  stands  in  Rockaway.  This 
statement  embodies  the  opinion  of  some  very  aged  men  whose  fathers 
had  lived  in  the  region  from  an  early  period.  Among  the  men  who 
worked  that  forge  (whether  the  earliest  is  not  known)  were  Abncr  Beach, 
grandfather  of  the  late  Col.  S.  S.  Beach,  and  Isaac  Beach,  a  nephew  of 
his.  The  latter  told  his  son  Isaac,  who  died  about  twenty  years  ago, 
that  he  remembered  to  have  seen  an  encampment  of  the  Rockaway 
Indians  a  half  mile  south  of  the  present  village.  The  savages  disap- 
peared from  the  region  a  few  years  after  the  whites  began  to  settle  here, 
and  were  said  to  have  been  merged  in  the  tribe  of  the  Dela wares.  There 
was  the  remnant  of  an  encampment  also  near  where  the  Steel  Furnace 
stands. 

Among  the  early  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Rockaway  and  Dover,  in 
addition  to  those  named,  may  be  mentioned  Gilbert  Hcdden,  spoken  of 
in  one  deed  as  "  a  citizen  of  North  Carolina,"  who  built  the  first  grist 
mill  about  half  a  mile  below  the  Rolling  Mill ;  David  Beaman,  a  deacon 
in  the  church,  chorister,  miller,  forgeman  and  a  very  busy  man,  who 
left  property  and  numerous  descendants,  but  whose  grave  is  without  a 
monument;  Capt.  Job  Allen,  a  carpenter,  a  very  public  spirited  man 
and  good  citizen,  whose  influence  in  founding  the  church  was  very 
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marked  ;  Deacon  John  Clarke  a  most  devout  man,  universally  honored 
and  "  powerful  in  prayer  ;''  and  sonic  others.  There  are  two  men  who 
deserve  special  mention ;  Moses  Tuttle  of  Mount  Pleasant,  and  John 
Jacob  Faesch  of  Mount  Hope.  Moses  Tuttle  was  the  son  of  Col.  Joseph 
Tuttle,  of  Hanover,  and  was  born  in  1732.  His  death  occurred  in  1819. 
He  married  Jane,  the  daughter  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  sen.,  a  great  land- 
holder in  Morris  county.  About  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1756,  he 
removed  to  Mount  Pleasant,  three  miles  west  of  Rockaway,  for  the 
purpose  of  managing  his  father-in-law's  iron  works.  By  inheritance 
and  prudence  he  became  possessed  of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  on  which 
several  valuable  mines  were  discovered.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  leader  in  society.  Anecdotes  are  told  which  show  his  shrewdness . 
A  very  athletic  young  woman  made  oath  that  a  young  man  had  com- 
mitted an  atrocious  assault  on  her.  Squire  Tuttle  advised  the  young 
man  to  settle  with  her  by  offering  her  a  sum  of  money  tied  up  in  a  bag, 
which  she  at  once  received.  The  squire  then  directed  the  young  man  to 
take  the  bag  from  her  by  force,  but  she  at  once  flung  him  from  her  as  if 
he  were  a  child,  proving  the  falsity  of  the  charge.  She  was  at  once  ar- 
rested and  punished  for  perjury.*  Mr.  Tuttle  as  the  thrifty  manager  of 
a  large  forge  property  and  real  estate,  once  found  himself  to  be  a  credi- 
tor to  a  considerable  amount  when  the  State  Legislature  made  its  worth- 
less bills  of  credit  a  legal  tender.  This  act  of  course  reversed  the 
course  of  nature,  so  that  the  strange  sight  was  to  be  seen  of  debtors 
chasing  down  their  creditors.  Mr.  Tuttle  left  the  country  as  if  he  were 
a  criminal  fleeing  justice,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  wilderness  State 
of  Kentucky  to  escape  his  too  willing  debtors  !  He  has  left  many  de- 
scendants who  are  among  our  most  estimable  people. 

John  Jacob  Faesch  was  a  native  of  Hesse  Cassel,  and  came  to  this 
country  in  the  service  of  the  London  Company,  who  owned  extensive 
tracts  of  land  at  Ring  wood,  Long  Pond  and  Charlottenburg,  at  each  of 
which  places  they  erected  furnaces  and  forges.  These  were  built  and 
for  a  time  managed  by  a  German,  whose  name  was  Hasenclever,  who 
brought  over  a  number  of  Germans  and  among  them  Mr.  Faesch,  who 
for  a  time  assisted  and  then  superseded  him  about  1766.  His  successor, 
early  in  1772  and  possibly  in  1771,  was  another  remarkable  man,  Mr. 
Robert  Erskine,  of  Scotland,  a  large  number  of  whose^ papers  have  been 
deposited  with  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  In  passing  it  may 
be  stated  that  Hasenclever  is  said  to  have  gone  to  Mount  Hope  with 


*  Statement  of  R'.cbard  Brotherton. 


26  THE    EAELY   HISTORY   OF 

FaGiCh,  and  died  there.  It  has  been  currently  reported  that  he  left 
thirty  pounds  to  the  Rockaway  church,  on  condition  that  his  body 
should  be  buried  under  the  pulpit,  but  I  can  find  no  record  of  any  such 
money  having  been  paid  to  the  trustees,  nor  of  his  having  been  buried 
at  Rockaway,  although  I  suppose  from  the  statements  of  old  people,  that 
he  was  buried  there. 

The  London  Company,  as  it  was  called,  seems  not  to  have  been  very 
successful  pecuniarily,  in  the  manufacture  of  iron.  It  could  only  make 
the  crude  iron  and  send  it  to  England,  all  rolling  and  slitting  mills  in 
America  being  prohibited  by  the  mother  country,  so  that  the  busi- 
ness was  conducted  to  the  worst  advantage.  To  cart  the  blooms  and 
pigs  thirty  miles  to  New  York,  and  then  ship  them  three  thousand 
miles,  for  conversion,  was  too  heavy  a  cost  for  profit. 

The  reputation  of  Mr.  Faesch  in  the  community  was  good,  both  as  a 
man  of  business  and  integrity.  That  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  confidence  in 
him,  in  either  respect,  is  evident  from  his  private  letters  and  from  the 
fact  that  as  the  London  Company's  agent  he  sued  him  to  compel  him  to 
refund  property  alleged  to  he  retained  "unlawfully  by  him.  In  his  letter 
to  Cortlandt  Skinner,  Esq.,  in  reference  to  "  the  bills  in  Chancery,  filed 
against  Mr.  Faesch/'  he  names  £400  as  the  sum  in  litigation.  In  his 
correspondence  with  his  employers,  in  1772  and  '7.3,  he  criticises  his 
predecessor  mercilessly  as  one  who  "  without  the  consequence  your 
business  gives,  any  man  will  be  a  cipher ;  if  he  has  conducted  it  dis- 
honestly will  be  less  than  one.  *  *  *  *  I  cannot  say  I  have  observ- 
ed in  him,  or  any  of  his  works,  the  least  spark  of  genius.  *  *  *  * 
It  is  a  criterion  of  genius  I  think,  to  be  communicative  from  inclination, 
of  which  Mr.  Faesch  is  the  reverse."  In  one  of  these  letters  he  says 
that  "the  farmers  in  the  iuvirons  have  been  spoilt  by  Hasenclever."  The 
Scotchman  probably  underrated  the  German's  integrity,  but  as  to  his 
abilities  as  a  business  man  we  know  that  he  finally  came  to  bankruptcy, 
or  nearly  so,  although  the  Mount  Hope  estate  was  a  very  productive  one 
during  the  war,  through  government  contracts.  Faesch's  reputation,  in 
Morris  county,  as  a  man  of  honor  was  very  high,  and  his  mistakes  at 
Ringwood  were  probably  not  the  results  of  dishonesty  but  such  as  any 
man  in  such  a  place  might  easily  and  without  blame  make. 

It  was  a  popular  and  widely  believed  tradition,  that  the  English  gov- 
ernment, believing  that  the  Americans  were  mainly  dependent  on  the 
London  Company's    works  for  iron,  made  an  arrangement  with  that 
Company  to  destroy  them,  in  order  to  injure  the  Colonies  in  the  difficul 
ties  which  were  evidently  approaching.     It  is  very  possible  that  some 
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such  proposition  may  have  been  made,  but  the  only  evidence  I  can  find  at 
any  attempt  to  carry  it  out  is  in  the  destruction  of  the  works  at  Charlot- 
tenburgh,  and  the  fact,  stated  to  me  by  some  old  men,  that  in  the  forests 
about  those  works,  they  have  often  seen  coal-pits  which  seem  to  have 
been  burned  down  many  years  before,  but  the  coal  was  not  used,  show- 
ing a  violent  suspension  of  business  at  some  time.  These  works  were 
destroyed  and  the  common  belief  is  that  it  was  done  by  direction  of  the 
Home  Company.  Still  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  basis  of  the  rumor 
is  quite  shadowy.  For  an  iron  mill  to  burn  up  is  not  very  extraordinary, 
certainly  not  so  extraordinary,  as  for  a  conspiracy  to  burn  several  mills 
to  have  escaped  the  notice  and  record  of  such  a  vigilant  manager  and 
patriot  as  Mr.  Erskine. 

And  here  let  me  indicate  a  few  meager  facts  about  Ringvvood,  the 
headquarters  of  the  London  Company,  as  possibly  aiding  some  one  who 
may  attempt  to  write  its  history  as  it  deserves.  I  infer  from  records  -at 
Trenton,  that  "  the  Ringwood  Company  "  preceded  the  London  Com- 
pany. April  15,  1740,  Cornelius  Board  sells  to  Josiah  Ogden,  John 
Ogden,  Jr.,  David  Ogden,  Sen.,  David  Ogdcn,  Jr.  and  Usal  Ogden,  all 
of  Newark,  called  ';  the  Ringwood  Company,"  sixteen  acres  of  land  at 
Ringwood  for  sixty-three  pounds.  February  1st,  1764,  Joseph  Board 
sells  to  Nicholas  Gouverneur  of  New  York  and  David  Ogden  Sen.,  six 
acres  and  a  half  for  six  pounds  ten  shillings.  The  same  day  Joseph 
Board  conveys  to  the  company  "  a  tract  of  land  scituate  lying  and  being 
at  Ringwood,  near  the  Old  Forge  and  dwelling  house  of  Walter  Erwin." 
The  tract  was  of  the  same  size  and  price  as  the  previous  one.  July  5th, 
1704,  The  Ringwood  Company  sell  to  "  Peter  Hasenclaver,  kv.e  of  Lon- 
don, Merchant,"  for  £5,000,  all  the  company's  lands  at  Ringwood,  in 
Bergen — now  Passaic — County.  The  deed  states  that  on  the  property 
there  are  "  erected  and  standing  a  Furnace,  two  forges,  and  several 
dwelling  houses."  It  speaks  of  "Timothy  Ward's  forge,"  also  of  the 
"  Old  Forge  at  Ringwood."  The  deed  is  signed  by  David  Ogden,  Sen., 
David  Ogden,  Jr.,  Samuel  Gouverneur  and  Nicholas  Gouverneur.  John 
and  Uzal  Ogden  deed  their  share  to  Hasenclever  on  the  same  day,  but  in 
a  separate  conveyance.  Hasenclever  also  bought  iand  in  vicinity  of 
Ringwood  of  Joseph  Wilcox  and  Walter  Erwin  the  same  year,  also  a 
tract  of  sixty-eight  acres  of  David  Ogden,  "  lying  in  the  mountains 
between  the  two  rivers,  Romapock  on  the  east  and  Wanque  River  on  the 
west,  at  a  place  called  Rotten  Pond,  in  the  County  of  Bergen."  He  also 
bought  of  one  Delancy  and  others  10,000  acres,  three  miles  from  Ring- 
wood,  at  £30  per  100  acres.  October  28,  1765,  Hasenclever  bought 
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ninety-eight  acres  and  also  some  other  lands  of  Lord  Stirling.*  The 
extent  of  the  company's  estates  may  be  inferred  from  these  scanty  notes, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  date  of  the  London  Company's  organization 
may  be  fixed  as  in  1764,  when  Peter  Hasenclever,  their  agent,  began  the 
purchase  of  those  forges  and  tracts  of  land  at  Pompton,  Ringwood, 
Long  Pond  and  Charlottenburg,  all  in  Bergen  County  as  then  constituted. 
From  some  intimations  in  the  letters  of  Joseph  Hoff  at  the  Hibernia 
Works  with  Lord  Stirling,  I  infer  that  the  company  claimed  some  right 
in  the  mines  at  Hibernia. 

Hasenclever  at  once  began  to  enlarge  the  old  works  and  build  new 
ones  at  each  of  the  places  just  named.  After  a  time,  as  already  stated, 
Mr.  Faesch  became  the  manager  in  place  of  Hasenclever,  who  probably 
was  not  equal  to  the  task  on  account  of  ill  health.  Almost  the  only 
knowledge  we  have  of  Faesch's  stewardship  at  Ringwood  and  its  de- 
pendencies, we  derive  from  his  successor,  Erskinc.  It  is  evident,  how- 
ever, that  the  London  capitalists  had  grown  weary  of  furnishing  capital 
to  carry  on  works  which  were  unproductive  of  dividends,  and  for  that 
reason  sent  a  man  in  whom  they  had  entire  confidence  to  look  after  their 
interests  and  manage  them  Avith  plenipotentiary  powers.  What  he 
thought  of  Mr.  Faesch  is  intimated  in  his  letters,  as  already  cited,  but  to 
his  personal  friend  Ewing,  in  Scotland,  he  speaks  without  reserve,  but 
I  think  with  unnecessary  harshness.  Mr.  Faesch's  entire  subsequent 
career  refutes  the  charge,  to  which  there  is  only  one  fact  that  suggests 
the  unpleasant  suspicion  of  having  misappropriated  his  employer's  funds. 
I  refer  to  his  purchase  of  several  thousand  acres  at  Mt.  Hope,  immedi- 
ately after  leaving  Ringwood. 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  copies  of  letters  of  Mr.  Robert  Erskine,  in 
his  own  handwriting,  to  Mr.  Walter  Ewing  and  his  "very  dear  cousin 
Rev.  Mr.  Fisher."  The  first  is  dated  March  17,  1778,  and  the  second 
March  18th,  and  both  written  at  New  York.  The  first  letter  contains 
some  items  of  interest  concerning  the  extent  of  the  London  Company's 
business  and  Mr.  Erskine's  opinion  as  to  its  management  previous  to  his 
taking  charge.  He  speaks  of  its  being  "  two  whole  years  and  upwards 
since  I  saw  them" — certain  relatives  in  Scotland.  The  date  of  this  and 
the  following  letter  so  early  in  1773 — March  17— and  the  particular 
knowledge  shown  of  the  company's  business,  makes  it  evident  that  he 
must  have  reached  Ringwood  at  least  as  early  as  the  previous  year,  1772, 
if  not  in  1771.  Mr.  Erskinc  continues,  "but  let  me  apologize  for  my 
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partial  silence  and  leave  it  to  those  concerned,  to  find  an  excuse  for  their 
total.  The  concerns  of  the  company  for  whom  I  am  engaged  are  very 
great,  the  amount  of  their  inventories  at  New  Year  in  iron,  goods;  cattle 
and  moveablcs  alone  was  upwards  of  £30,000  currency  ;  the  annual  cir- 
culation of  cash  and  supplies  is  between  £20,000  and  £30,000.  Before  I 
came  here  this  property  was  in  the  hands  of  a  set  of  rascals,  as  I  can 
now  fully  prove ;  the  company  suffered  impositions  from  all  quarters, 
many  of  .which  I  have  put  a  stop  to,  but  not  all.  I  have  rid  me  of  the 
greatest  part  of  those  who  deserved  no  confidence,  have  discovered  my 
predecessor  in  the  management  to  have  been  guilty  of  a  most  infamous 
breach  of  trust,  confirmed  under  liis  own  hand,  and  which  makes  it 
necessary  to  commence  a  suit  in  Chancery  against  him.  The  bringing 
things  to  the  length  I  have  done  has  required  all  rny  address.  The 
affairs  of  my  employers  still  require  tlie  whole  of  my  attention.  I  am 
convinced  the  works  may  be  carried  on  to  profit  were  all  those  concerned 
honest.  I  have  eight  clerks,  about  as  many  overseers,  forgemen,  found- 
ers, colliers,  wood  cutters,  carters  ;mi  laborers  to  the  amount  of  five  or 
six  hundred.  The  care  of  this  centers  in  me,  besides  cash  accounts  of 
£1,000  or  £1,500  per  mouth  rendered  monthly,  to  bring  such  an  under- 
taking into  a  proper  train  of  going  on,  is  certainly  not  a  small  task. 
This  is  my  apology." 

The  second  letter,  to  his  "  Rev'd  and  very  dear  cousin,"  presents  the 
writer  in  another  phase  and  a  better  one,  and  at  the  same  time  furnishes 
a  view  of  the  condition  of  society  among  the  mountains  as  related  to 
church  privileges.  "  I  heard  of  the  loss  of  my  Dear  Cousin  Mrs.  Fisher 
(by  Mr.  Pajan's  son,  who  arrived  here  last  summer),  with  no  small  con- 
cern. The  God  whom  you  serve  has  no  doubt  supported  you  and  will 
carry  you  through  this  valley  of  tears  with  joy,  but  oh,  my  dear  cousin, 
I  beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers.  You  will  see  by  my  letter  of  apology 
to  Mr.  Ewing  for  writing  so  seldom,  how  I  am  involved  in  the  cares  of 
this  world.  AVere  it  not  for  a  wicked  heart,  however,  the  business  I  am 
engaged  in  ought  rather  to  lead  me  to  God  than  make  me  forget  him. 
as  I  have  seen  much  of  his  Providence  since  I  came  here.  There  is  no 
place  of  worship  near  where  I  live.  Some  German  clergymen  come  only 
about  five  or  six  times  a  year.  I  have  of  late,  however,  procured  sup- 
plies from  the  Presbytery  here,  and  have  agreed  for  supplies  once  in  two 
months,  which  they  have  promised  to  appoint.  This  expense  I  defray, 
and  if  the  farmers  and  neighbours  join  in  subscription  we  may  have  a 
clergyman  once  a  month  or  oftener." 

How  extended  the  trust  of  Mr.  Erskine  was,  may  be  inferred  further 
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from  the  fact  that  he  applied  to  the  general  Congress  after  the  war  be- 
gan, and  also  to  Gen.  Washington,  to  have  his  men  exempt  from  military 
duty  except  in  special  exigencies.  He  had  a  company  of  his  own  men 
organized,  equipped  and  drilled,  and  ready  on  very  short  notice  to 
march.  Erskiue  himself  was  for  a  time  the  Captain  of  the  company. 
He  was  in  the  American  service  as  Geographer  or  Topographer,  and 
there  are  some  maps  still  in  existence  of  his  drafting.  The  papers  in  the 
possession  of  the  Historical  Society  show  that  he  was  a  very  ingenious 
draftsman  and  mathematician. 

The  difficulties  of  his  position  and  also  the  manner  of  his  meeting 
them  arc  set  forth  in  his  letters  to  his  London  employers  during 
the  years  1774,  '5  and  '6.  They  also  present  the  state  of  affairs 
and  of  public  sentiment  at  that  time  as  seen  by  a  very  intelligent 
witness.  Thus  in  June,  1774,  he  says :  "  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
total  suspension  of  commerce  to  and  from  Great  Britain  will  certainly 
take  place.  Such  I  know  are  the  sentiments  of  those  who  even  wished 
a  chastisement  to  Boston.  If  in  want  of  friends  here,  it  will  be  difficult 
even  with  microscopic  search  to  find  them.  Gracious  God  avert  the  con- 
sequences." June  17  he  writes  :  "  The  Virginians,  who  are  the  soul  of 
America,  take  the  lead.  We  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  southward, 
but  from  what  has  appeared  hitherto,  the  whole  colonies  seem  to  look 
on  that  of  New  England  as  a  common  cause."  In  August  he  writes  : 
"  The  southern  colonies  as  they  are  more  warmly  situated,  so  they  seem 
more  warmly  to  oppose  the  present  measure ;  the  Carolinians  exceed 
tliose  of  Virginia,  if  possible,  but  over  the  whole  continent  there  is  a 
feeling  and  sensibility  for  the  mother  country.  They  have  not  yet  for- 
got their  friends,  their  relations  and  their  benefactors.  These  will 
powerfully  plead  in  the  breasts  of  the  Congress,  and  I  hope  in  a  great 
degree  counterbalance  that  warmth  which  injuries,  real  or  imaginary, 
naturally  create.  What  is  concluded  on  then  may  be  the  dictates  of 
necessity  and  not  of  resentment,  and  therefore  I  think  a  non-exportation 
plan  will  be  a  dernier  resort  and  not  entered  into  at  present." 
•  In  October  1774  he  writes,  that  "  the  Oliverian  spirit  in  New  England 
is  effectually  roused  and  diffuses  over  the  whole  continent,  which, 
though  it  is  now  pent  up  within  bounds,  a  few  drops  of  blood  let  run 
would  make  it  break  out  in  torrents  which  40,000  men  could  not  stem, 
much  less  the  handfull  Gen.  Gage  has,  whose  situation  is  far  from 
agreeable.  The  masons  and  carpenters  who  began  to  build  barracks 
have  Itft  off  Avork.  Tradesmen  of  the  same  kind  have  been  engaged 
here — New  York— but  on  second  thoughts  have  refused  to  go.  Were 
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lie  to  coine  to  extremities  he  no  doubt  might  sacrifice  thousands,  but  in 
the  end  would  be  cut  off.  I  don't  see,  therefore,  how  he  can  procure 
comfortable  winter  quarters  without  either  abandoning  the  place  or, 
like  Hutchinson's  addresses,  publicly  recant.  The  rulers  at  home  have 
gone  too  far.  The  Boston  Port  bill  would  have  been  very  difficult  of 
digestion,  but  not  allowing  Charters  the  due  course  of  justice,  and  the 
Canada  bills,  are  emetics  which  cannot  possibly  be  swallowed  and  must 
be  thrown  up  again  to  the  bedaubing  of  the  administration,  who  seem 
to  have  utterly  forgot  that  they  had  the  same  spirit  to  contend  with  as 
at  home,  without  the  same  advantages  of  turning  it  into  a  different 
channel  by  bribery  and  corruption.  I  have  never  disguised  my  thoughts 
to  you  on  any  subject  since  I  came  to  this  country.  You  will  therefore 
excuse  my  freedom  on  political  concerns." 

The  rhetoric  of  the  last  letter  was  more  forcible  than  elegant,  but  the 
writer  is  evidently  in  earnest  in  his  attempt  to  arrest  the  unwise  meas- 
ures of  the  home  Government.  In  October  1775  he  thus  writes:  "The 
communication  with  mj  native  country  may  soon  be  cut  off.  The  pros- 
pect is  very  gloomy  and  awful.  God  in  his  providence  seems  to  have 
determined  the  fate  of  the  British  Empire,  which  is  likely  to  be  rent  in 
pieces.  I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  there  is  a  man  of  sense  on  this 
continent  who  desires  such  a  disjunction  provided  they  are  not  drove  to 
it  by  absolute  necessity,  but  if  forcible  measures  are  persisted  in  the  dire 
event  must  take  place,  which  may  God  in  his  mercy  yet  prevent."  In 
the  same  month  he  writes  again  :  "  The  situation  of  this  country  and  my 
own  makes  me  truly  anxious.  *  *  *  *  I  shall  add  that  the  gener- 
ality of  people  at  home  are  totally  wrong  in  their  ideas  of  this  country 
and  its  inhabitants,  who  being  now  in  arms  must  by  next  spring  be 
looked  upon  as  equal  to  the  same  number  of  regular  troops,  not  only  to 
do  them  justice,  but  that  their  opponents  may  have  proper  ideas  of  the 
business  they  go  upon  if  the  enterprise  of  subduing  them  be  persisted 
in,  which,  however,  I  hope  in  God  will  not  be  the  case.  Perhaps  the 
petition  of  Congress  may  afford  a  proper  opening  for  a  negotiation. 
Should  that  be  rejected  as  the  last,  then  God  have  mercy  on  us  all.  All 
hope  of  reconciliation  will  be  cut  off.  That  sword  which  has  hitherto 
been  drawn  with  reluctance  will  then  be  whet  with  rage,  madness  and 
despair,  and  the  ports  thrown  open  to  all  nations  for  assistance  and 
trade,  which  it  is  impossible  for  the  British  Navy  totally  to  prevent. 
Gracious  Heaven  prevent  things  from  being  brought  to  this  pass,  or 
that  a  total  separation  should  take  place  between  friends  so  dear  !"  In 
the  same  letter  Mr.  Erskine  speaks  of  "  the  general  orders  of  Congress 


32  THE    EARLY   HISTORY   OP 

for  all  the  colonists  to  be  arrayed  from  16  to  50  years  of  age,"  and  of  some 
inconveniences  he  is  suffering  at  the  Works  by  "  several  stout  fellows 
going  off  and  enlisting.*'  "  It  will  be  moved  at  the  Congress  to-night 
for  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  to  provide  for  the  safety  of  their  wives, 
children  and  valuable  effects.  God  knows,  therefore,  how  long  the  com- 
munication with  England  may  remain  open  and  when  you  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  hear  in  a  regular  way  again.'' 

May  3,  1775,  from  New  York,  Mr.  Erskine  writes :  "  The  people,  as  I 
have  said  before  in  private  letters,  are  sincerely  in  earnest  everywhere. 
I  have  even  been  applied  to  for  gunpowder  by  the  principal  people  of 
the  County  of  Bergen  in  the  Jerseys,  in  which  your  Iron  Works  are 
situated,  where  they,  who  till  now  hardly  thought  anything  of  the  mat- 
ter, are  forming  into  regular  disciplined  bodies  as  fast  as  possible,  which 
is  the  only  business  attended  to  at  present  anywhere.  Gen.  Gage  is  shut 
up  upon  salt  provisions  in  Boston,  from  whence  it  is  allowed  he  could 
not  stir  ten  miles  had  he  10,000  men;  for  20,000  men  who  now  beyond 
doubt  can  fight,  are  entrenched  without  the  town,  and  30,000  more  were 
sent  home  again  as  superfluous  at  present.  But  I  leave  particulars  to 
the  newspapers,  and  am  sorry  the  times  have  furnished  a  subject  so 
foreign  to  my  former  correspondence.  The  present  subject  I  have 
adopted  from  the  general  voice  which  held  it  necessary  that  all  who 
corresponded  with  England  should  be  explicit  in  declaring  the  situa- 
tion of  this  country,  which  is  beyond  dispute  indissolubly  united  against 
the  British  Ministry  and  their  acts,  to  which  the  Americans  will  never 
subscribe  but  in  characters  of  blood  ;  nor  since  blood  has  been  shed  do 
I  believe  a  hearty  reconciliation  can  again  take  place  unless  Hood  seals 
the  contract."  A  week  afterward  he  writes  :  "  Nothing  now  is  attended 
to  but  arms  and  discipline.  Even  the  Quakers  of  Philadelphia  have 
taken  arms,  and  two  companies  of  that  persuasion  were  formed  last 
week.  *  *  *  The  seaport  towns  may  be  beaten  down  if  the  minis- 
.try  think  proper,  but  no  force  they  can  send  will  be  able  to  penetrate 
ten  miles  inland.  'Tis  perfectly  astonishing  they  have  carried  things  so 
far.  The  fishery  bill,  the  allegations  of  cowardice,  &c.,  have  exasperated 
the  whole  continent  to  the  last  degree."  Again  of  the  10th  of  June,  he 
writes :  "  I  beg  leave  to  give  you  my  sentiments  respecting  an  accom- 
modation, which  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  ol  being  effected  by  force 
of  arms,  soon  if  at  all,  for  the  universal  diligence  in  learning  and  appli- 
cation given  to  military  affairs  must  soon  convert  the  people  of  this 
continent  into  regular  troops.  *  *  *  *  They  have  their  eyes  about 
them  and  are  determined  to  be  free  or  die.  There  is  no  doubt,  how- 
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ever,  that  a  hearty  reconciliation  would  immediately  take  place  were 
they  put  on  the  same  footing  as  in  'G3  and  the  right  of  taxation  given 
up,  for  independency  is  not  their  aim.  Such  a  wish  was  never  expressed 
or  hinted  at  either  in  the  last  or  present  Congress." 

In  a  letter  May  23,  1775,  he  exclaims  :  "  My  heart  bleeds  for  my  native 
country."  In  August  he  writes,  that  "  had  the  ministry  designed  to 
render  the  opposition  to  their  measures  as  effectual  as  possible,  they 
could  not  have  hit  upon  a  better  method  than  the  steps  they  have  pur- 
sued." "  Sept.  5.  The  people  are  in  general  longing  for  intelligence 
from  England,  but  however  ardent  and  sincere  their  desires  are  for  a 
happy  and  amicable  reconciliation,  they  are  in  general  prepared  and 
preparing  for  the  worst."  Dec.  5th,  he  tells  his  employers  that  whatever 
takes  place  "  I  shall  continue  to  act  for  your  interests  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  your  property  as  well  as  I  can."  Dec.  6th,  he  is  in  great  trouble 
about  protested  bills  in  consequence  of  the  troubles  of  the  country,  and 
then  he  exclaims. :  "  Oh !  my  country  !  to  what  art  thou  driving  ?  This 
gives  me  piquant  distress  indeed.  How  long  will  madness  and  infatua- 
tion continue?  Oh  God,  justice  and  judgment  are  the  habitation  of 
thy  throne  ;  mercy  and  truth  shall  go  before  thy  face.  Excuse  me,  it  is 
neither  treason  nor  rebellion  to  wish  the  kings  of  the  earth  would  imi- 
tate the  Sovereign  of  the  Universe.  Civil  war,  subjects,  and  kindred 
blood  shed,  and  for  what  ?  Because  the  Ministry  of  Britain  have  adopt- 
ed the  prejudices  and  resentments  of  a  Governor  and  his  petty  partisans 
of  one  of  the  provinces.  Heavens !  what  a  figure  the  present  annals 
will  make  in  history  !  " 

In  a  communication  dated  December  2,  1775,  to  the  "  Colonel  and 
other  officers  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  Continental  Troops  raising  in  the 
Jerseys,"  Mr.  Erskine  gives  a  copy  of  his  own  commission,  which 
deserves  to  be  reported  in  full.  "  In  Provincial  Congress,  Trenton,  New 
Jersey,  17  August,  1775.  This  Congress  being  informed  by  John  Fell, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  Deputies  for  the  County  of  Bergen,  that  Robert  Erskine 
Esq.,  hath  at  his  own  expense  provided  arms  and  accoutred  an  inde- 
pendent company  of  Foot  Militia  in  said  County,  do  highly  approve  of 
his  zeal  in  the  same,  and  do  order  that  he  be  commissioned  as  Captain 
of  said  company.  A  true  copy  from  the  Minutes.  Wm.  Paterson. 
Sec'y." 

This  commission  Erskine  copies  in  order  to  have  the  officers  of  the 
battalion  rectify  the  irregular  proceedings  of  one  Yelas  Meade,  who  was 
enlisting  his  men  contrary  to  the  exemption  of  Congress ;  such  enlist- 
ments seriously  interfering  with  the  business  at  the  "Works.  He  says  his 
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company  '•  consists  of  forgemen,  carpenters,  blacksmiths  and  other 
hands,  -whose  attendance  is  daily  required.  I  dare  say,  however,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  belonging  to  it  but  would  willingly  lend  his  aid  in 
a  case  of  extremity  when  every  consideration  must  give  way  to  the  sal- 
vation of  the  country."  He  further  says,  "  I  have  been  at  a  very  great 
expense  in  arms,  uniform  and  discipline,  and  he  closes  his  letter  "  with 
the  sincerest  wishes  of  success  to  the  friends  of  the  British  Constitution 
and  the  Liberties  of  America." 

On  the  10th  of  February,  177G,  he  wrote  to  his  London  employers, 
among  other  things,  that  "  brave  Gen.  Montgomery  has  fallen  before 
Quebec,  and  makes  the  third  hero  who  has  expired  before  its  walls. 
We  have  some  extracts  from  the  English  papers  to  the  17th  of  Novem- 
ber ;  it  makes  me  happy  to  see  their  complexion  a  little  more  favorable 
to  a  reconciliation.  But  shilly-shally  undetermined  procrastination  and 
insidious  maneuvers  will  not  do.  This  country  is  too  much  on  their 
guard,  too  well  prepared  and  too  much  exasperated  to  attend  to  any- 
thing but  plain  English.  It  is  the  height  of  folly  to  hope  to  disjoin 
them.  Unless  the  Ministry  treat  with  the  Congress  they  need  not 
attempt  treating  at  all,  for  were  any  colony  base  enough  to  break  the 
Union,  could  they  dare  do  it  ?  No.  Open  on  all  sides,  their  being 
attacked  on  their  skirts  and  sea-coasts  by  their  European  enemies  is  an 
happy  alternative  to  that  of  being  destroyed  from  all  quarters ;  besides 
it  is  not  in  human  nature  to  deliberate  in  the  alternative,  after  engage- 
ments so  short,  in  a  quarrel  that  has  gone  so  far,  a  fact  so  obvious  that  I 
hope  all  scrupulous  punctilios  will  be  got  over  and  a  cessation  of  arms 
and  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  acts  take  place,  and  then  I  trust  Great 
Britain  will  regain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  this  country,  provided 
she  shows  a  hearty  and  speedy  disposition  to  do  them  justice."  Under 
the  same  date  he  encloses  his  "  cash  account  for  January,"  and  adds, 
"  this— the  profitable  running  of  the  Works — with  a  speedy  settlement 
of  the  present  disputes,  would  give  me  the  highest  satisfaction,  but 
speedy  the  settlement  must  be  if  it  all.  A  continuance  of  hostilities 
and  another  campaign  and  the  burning  a  few  more  defenceless  towns 
and  such  acts  of  wanton  mischief,  will  most  undoubtedly  make  the 
breach  irreparable." 

These  quotations  present  the  Ringwood  manager  in  a  light  that  re- 
flects credit  on  him  as  one  who  clearly  read  the  signs  of  the  times  and 
interpreted  those  signs  honestly  to  his  British  employers.  It  is  very 
evident  that,  he  desired  the  Revolution  to  be  arrested  by  the  honest 
retraction  of  their  odious  measures  by  the  British  ministry,  and  the 
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faithful  cession  to  the  American  colonies  of  the  rights  which  they  justly 
claimed.  Were  there  no  other  sources  of  information  than  these  letters, 
it  would  be  evident  that  their  writer  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  their  dispute  with  the  mother  country,  but  taken  with  other 
proofs,  they  present  Robert  Erskine  in  a  noble  attitude  in  the  struggle 
which  he  predicted  in  such  strong  language,  together  with  its  issue. 

He  died  at  Ringwood,  and  his  grave  occupies  a  retired  spot  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  ruins  of  the  old  Ringwood  Furnace,  near  the 
road  leading  from  Ringwood  to  West  Milford.  There  are  only  two 
graves  at  this  place,  these  laying  side  by  side,  the  one  that  of  Robert 
Erskine  and  the  other  that  of  his  former  clerk,  Robert  Monteath.  Mr. 
Erskine's  monument  is  of  gray  marble,  is  supported  in  a  recumbent 
position  by  a  brick  wall  about  one  foot  high,  and  bears  the  following 
inscription  : 

"In  memory  of 

ROBERT  ERSKIXE,  F.  R.  S. 

Geographer  and  Surveyor  General 

To  the  Army  of 

The  United  States ; 

Son  of  the  Rev.  RALPH  ERSKTNE, 

Late  Minister  at  Dunfermline 

In  Scotland. 

Born 
September  7th,  1735. 

Died 

October  3d,  1780, 
Aged  45  years 
And  25  days." 

I  am  tempted  here  to  copy  an  autograph  letter  from  Margaret  Erskine, 
''  the  loving  and  affectionate  mother "  of  Robert,  which  shows  the 
canny  Scotch  woman  not  too  prudent  about  "  the  Lotry  tickets,  their 
being  a  few  that  gets  anything  that  way,"  and  yet  who  says  "  I  will  be 
glad  to  hear  if  you  get  anything  that  way,  and  what  you  payd  for  your 
ticket."  It  is  evident  from  the  letter  that  he  had  sought  a  Professorship 
at  Glasgow. 

"  Dear  Robie,  I  received  your's  this  day  I  wrot  to  you  this  day  eight 
days  with  a  shipmasters  recept  for  a  box  to  you  with  some  linnings 
which  youl  have  got  by  this  time.  I  shall  te  very  glad  that  I  am  in  a 
mistake  about  your  being  oblidged  to  be  present  as  a  candedat  for  y" 
vacancy  at  Glesgow  it  was  the  openean  of  your  Brother  and  many 
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others  that  you  should  be  present  but  if  it  is  neadless  it  may  be  they 
may  cause  you  yet  for  to  be  sure  the  professerss  is  not  pleased  with  that 
Buchannan  but  it  is  like  as  yr  D  of  Argyl  is  hear  he  will  .oblidge  them 
to  take  him  fit  or  unfit  if  it  serves  his  turn  I  think  you  have  got  a  suffis- 
ceant  swack  of  his  Gross  as  I  hope  you  will  expect  no  favours  from  him 
it  would  be  a  great  mercy  if  you  could  think  of  doing  something  hear 
for  I  am  afrayd  you  will  get  some  offers  to  go  to  Jeameky  Gebrcalter 
or  some  of  the  colonys  abroad  which  would  be  very  desagerable  to  me. 
You  may  be  sure  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see  you  hear  for  I  almost 
despot"  of  ever  seeing  you  and  if  you  go  farther  abroad  it  will  certeanly 
be  the  case  I  hope  you  will  take  care  not  to  medic  with  Lotrytickets 
their  being  few  gets  anything  that  way  Garvok  give  out  100  pounds  ster 
for  tickets  and  they  came  out  all  blanks.  'I  will  be  glad  to  hear  if  you 
got  anything  that  way  and  what  you  payed  for  your  ticket.  I  hope  it 
will  be  as  you  say  that  the  people  you  stay  with  arc  religeuss  sober  folk 
but  I  thought  it  best  to  let  you  see  my  Brothers  letter  that  you  might 
be  on  your  gaird — I  hope  the  Lord  himself  will  keep  his  hand  about 
you  and  keep  you  out  of  evcl  company  for  to  be  sure  their  are  many 
temtations  in  and  about  London  and  allmost  in  every  place  I  am  Dear 
Robie  your  loving  and  affectnat 

Dunferm  (date  torn  off).  Mother  MAKGAKET  EUSINE." 

As  already  said,  it  was  in  1772  that  Mr.  Faesch  was  superceded  in  the 
management  of  the  London  Company's  Works  by  Mr.  Erskine.  Pro 
vious  to  1770,  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  of  Morristown — his  widow  was 
Washington's  hostess  during  his  second  winter  in  Morristown— -is  said 
to  have  purchased  some  2,000  acres  of  the  land  which  afterward  con- 
stituted  a  considerable  part  of  the  large  tract  bought  by  Mr.  Faesch. 
Col.  Ford  built  a  forge  some  three  miles  north  of  the  Mount  Hope  man- 
sion, then  known  as  Burnt  Meadow,  but  subsequently  Denmark.  Ho 
there  built  a  house  and  lived  a  year  or  two.  Col.  Ford  was  at  Denmark 
as  early  as  1768,  because  that  year  he  is  mentioned  in  the  RockaAvay 
Trustee  book  as  occupying  "  Pue  No.  5  "  in  the  first  meeting  house. 
For  some  reason  he  was  dissatisfied  with  Denmark  as  a  residence,  and 
ill  1770  built  the  stone  mansion  at  Mount  Hope.  This  is  still  standing, 
and  I  may  add  that  I  saw  a  pane  of  glass  in  one  of  its  windows  on 
which  was  the  diamond-cut  autograph  of  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Boonton, 
with  a  date  which  I  have  forgotten.  This  relic  was  lost  on  repairs  being 
made  on  the  house. 
In  1772  Mr.  Faesch  removed  to  Mt.  Hope,*  and  the  late  Col.  Joseph 

'I  have  not  seen  the  deed  for  lands  purchased  from  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  but 
the  fact  is  known  that  he  bought  the  Mount  Hope  house  and  a  large  tract  of 
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Jackson,  of  Rockaway,  says  that  Faesch  built  the  Mount  Hope  Furnace 
in  that  year,  and  gradually  enlarged  his  purchases  until  he  was  said  to 
own  ten  thousand  acres,  the  most  of  which  was  wood  land.  He  became 
the  lessee  of  the  Hibernia  Works  at  some  time  during  the  war  and  cast 
u  large  amount  of  shot  and  shell  for  the  Government.  Gen.  "Washing- 
ton and  staff  once  visited  him  at  Mount  Hope,  and  he  was  regarded  as 
a  thoroughly  loyal  man,  entering  into  the  war  with  great  zeal.  It  is 
said  that  he  was  successful  in  his  business  as  an  iron  master  until,  at 
the  close  of  the  war,  foreign  importations  broke  him  down.  After  the 
war  he  removed  to  Morristown  and  purchased  the  old  magazine  which 
stood  on  the  southeast  corner  of  the  Square.  This  he  converted  into  a 
dwelling  and  occupied  it  until  his  wife  died,  Feb.  25,  1788.  After  this 
he  removed  to  Old  Boonton,  and  died  of  dropsy  May  26,  1799,  at  that 
place,  aged  70  years.  He  was  buried  at  Morristowu.  Mr.  Faesch  was 
said  to  be  skeptical  in  his  religious  opinions,  but  one  of  the  promptest 
supporters  of  the  Rockaway  church,  giving  as  a  reason  for  the  apparent 
inconsistency,  that  "  religion  was  a  very  good  thing  to  keep  the  lower 
classes  in  proper  subordination  !  "  His  autograph  may  be  seen  on  sev- 
eral subscription  papers  of  the  parish,  and  the  flourish  at  the  end  was 
in  form  like  a  pipe.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Brinkerhoff,  of  Par- 
sippany,  and  left  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  sons,  John  Jacob 
and  Richard,  never  married,  and  died  whilst  yet  young  men.  One  of 
the  daughters  died  about  1848.  She  was  not  married.  The  other 
married  a  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Robinson  and  had  two  daughters,  one  of  whom 
married  Robert  I.  Girard,  of  New  York,  and  died  about  1848  or  '9, 
leaving  children,  and  the  other  was  living  in  California  in  1851.  Mr. 
Faesch  himself  married  for  his  second  wife  a  widow  Lawrence,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Leonard,  her  mother  being  a  Kearney.*  There  were 
no  children  by  this  marriage. 

In  his  day  John  Jacob  Faesch  was  one  of  the  great  men  of  Morris 
County,  regarded  as  its  greatest  iron-master,  one  of  its  richest  men  and 


land  with  it  that  year.  Sept.  12,  1772,  he  bought  of  "William  Burnet  and  John 
Johnson  for  £1,246  7s.  6d.  Proclamation,  a  tract  of  land  in  Pequannock,  measur- 
ing 6,200  acres,  out  of  which  certain  tracts  are  reserved.  May  8, 1772,  he  bought 
of  "  Abraham  Ogden  a  tract  in  Mendham  Township  known  and  called  Jackson's 
Mine,  containing  ten  acres  for  £10."  He  also  bought,  Nov.  6,  1772,  another 
tract  in  same  township  of  four  42-100  acres  for  £33  18s.  6d.  And  Feb.  1st,  1773, 
he  bought  of  Jacob  Ford,  Jr — "  both  of  Pcquannack  Township  " — a  small  tract 
of  lana  "  at  a  place  known  as  Mount  Hope,"  for  £5.  East  Jersey  Records, 
Liber  G,  3  pp.  96,  237,  9,  and  290. 
*  Whitehead's  Amboy,  p.  92. 
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one  of  its  most  loyal  citizens.  The  robbers  Moody  and  Claudius  Smith 
several  times  attempted  to  rob  his  house,  but  provided  with  arms  by  the 
Government  and  surrounded  "with  his  own  men,  he  was  not  a  very  pleas- 
ant object  of  attack  by  the  bandits. 

As  mention  has  been  made  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  as  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  the  upper  part  of  Morris  County,  I  may  add  that  he 
was  the  son  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Sen.,  and  that  after  his  sale  of  Mount 
Hope  to  Mr.  Faesch,  he  returned  to  Morristown.  He  held  a  commission 
in  the  American  army,  built  a  powder  mill  at  Morristown,  and  saw  some 
service,  but  shortly  after  Washington  led  his  army  into  winter  quarters, 
early  in  January,  1777,  Col.  Ford  died  of  pneumonia,  Jan.  11,  aged 
thirty-nine.  Eight  days  afterward — Jan.  19 — his  father,  Col.  Jacob 
Ford,  Sen.,  died  of  fever,  aged  seventy- three  years.*  By  order  of  Gen. 
Washington,  the  son  was  honored  with  a  military  funeral.  His  descend- 
ants are  among  the  most  honored  citizens  of  the  County. 

Not  far  from  Mount  Hope  is  Hibernia,  at  the  head  of  the  "  Horse 
Pound  "  Valley,  and  situated  between  two  steep  mountains  about  four 
miles  north  of  Rockaway.  At  one  time  no  little  interest  was  connected 
with  this  place  and  some  men  who  figured  there.  The  land  was  taken 
up  and  the  works  built  earlier  than  either  at  Denmark  or  Mount  Hope. 
I  am  not  able  to  give  the  precise  date,  only  it  was  prior  to  October.  28, 
1765.t 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  1765  John  Johnson  had  iron  works  at 
"  Horse  Pound,"  as  Beach  Glen  was  then  called,  from  the  fact  that  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  valley  the  Indians,  and  perhaps  early  settlers,  had 


*  Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality,  39. 

t  At  this  time  Samuel  Ford  and  his  wife  Grace — daughter  of  Abraham  Kitchel 
— for  the  sum  of  £265  13s  4d,  sold  to  James  Anderson,  of  Newtown,  Sussex 
County,  "  one  equal  and  undivided  third  part  of  all  and  every  of  the  Eespectivc 
five  following  lots  of  land  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  scituate  in  the  Township 
of  Pequanack,  in  the  County  of  Morris  aforesaid,  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
above  John  Johnson's  Iron  Works,  &c."  Lots  number  one,  two,  three  and 
four  contain  ten  acres  each,  strict  measure,  and  number  five  te,n  acres  and  thirty- 
four  hundredths.  This  land  is  described  as  part  of  a  "  lott  of  land  returned  to 
Col.  Jacob  Ford,  and  recorded  at  Perth  Amboy  in  Book  S,  4  p.  350."  The  same 
conveyance  of  Ford  to  Anderson  speaks  of  "  outhouses,  buildings,  barns,  Fur- 
Daces,  &c.,  mines  and  minerals,  &c.,"  as  included  in  the  deed.  The  deed  is 
acknowledged  "before  me,  Joseph  Tuttle,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Judges  of  llis 
Majesty's  inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held  at  Morristown,  July  9, 1766." 
On  the  same  day,  Oct.  28,  1766,  Samuel  Ford  and  his  wife  Grace,  sold  to  Benja- 
min Cooper,  of  Newtown,  Sussex  County,  for  the  same  sum,  "  one  equal  and 
undivided  third  part  of  all  and  every"  of  the  same  "  five  lotts  of  land  "  as  de- 
scribed in  the  conveyence  to  Anderson— East  Jersey  Records  Liber  D.  3  pp  43-6. 
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log  enclosure  made,  in  which  to  catch  the  horses  that  had  been  run- 
ning wild  over  the  mountains  during  the  summer.  The  names  of  Lord 
Stirling,  Benjamin  Cooper  and  Samuel  Ford,  are  connected  with  the 
original  building  and  ownership  of  the  Hibernia  "Works.  The  history 
of  Lord  Stirling  is  fully  set  forth  in  a  volume  published  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Historical  Society. 

Benjamin  Cooper  was  the  son  of  Judge  Daniel  Cooper,  and  in  17G8 
I  find  that  "Benjamin  Cooper  &  Co."  held  "pew  No.  6"  in  the  old 
Rockaway  meeting  house.  Lord  Stirling  was  the  "  Company."  It  is 
said  that  Ford  and  Lord  Stirling  built  Hibernia  Works.  The  former 
became  a  notorious  character,  and  as  a  part  of  his  villainous  career  was 
run  at  Hibernia,  it  will  be  interesting  to  record  a  few  things  concerning 
him. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  in  his  paper  on  "  The  Robbery  of  the  Treasury  in 
1768,"  describes  Ford  as  "  an  artful  rogue,  an  Englishman  by  birth  but 
married  and  having  relations  in  New  Jersey.1'  *  In  this  he  is  mistaken. 
In  the  census  of  New  Jersey,  taken  in  1771-2,  t  is  the  following  item  : 
"  Widow  Elizabeth  Lindsley,  mother  of  Col.  Jacob  Ford,  was  born  in 
the  city  of  Axford,  in  Old  England,  came  to  Philadelphia  when  there 
was  but  one  house  in  it,  and  into  this  Province — New  Jersey — when 
she  was  but  one  and  a  half  years  old.  Deceased  April  21st,  1772,  aged 
91  years  and  one  month."  Samuel  Ford  was  the  grandson  of  this 
estimable  lady.  J  He  was  regarded  as  a  very  ingenious  man,  and  from 
Benjamin  Cooper's  confession,  and  Ford's  rejoinder,  I  infer  that  the 
business  of  counterfeiting  was  t  agitated  before  the  latter  sold  out  his 
Hibernia  interests  to  Anderson  and  Cooper,  in  1765.  Mr.  Whitehead 
intimates  that  Ford  went  to  Ireland  in  1769,  "  for  improvement  in  the 
profession."  §  but  Rivingston's  New  York  Gazette  of  July  22d,  1773, 
says  that  "  Ford  went  to  Ireland  six  years  ago,  and  to  England  eighteen 
months  ago."  He  made  two  trips  across  the  ocean  in  the  prosecution 
of  his  business.  The  date  of  the  Hibernia  Works  I  suppose  was  to 


*  Proceedings  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  V,  p.  53. 

t  Historical  Society  library. 

t  His  father's  name  was  Samuel.  He  married  Grace,  the  daughter  Of  Abraham 
Kitchel,  of  Hanover,  and  sister  of  Aaron  the  Congressman.  Her  great-grand- 
father was  the  Rev.  Abraham  Pierson,  sen.,  of  Newark.  Her  niece  Mrs.  Eunice' 
Pierson,  of  Rockaway,  who  lived  to  the  extraordinary  age  of  ninty-three  years, 
once  told  me  that,  Samuel  Fordwas  a  handsome  man  but  "he  was  a  great  grief 
to  his  friends." 

§  Proceedings  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  V,  53. 
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raise  the  means  to  make  the  voyage  in  1765.  He  was  back  in  1766  and 
we  find  under  date  of  June  28,  1766,  in  the  minutes  of  Privy  Council  of 
New  Jersey,  that  the  Governor  signed  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  "  to 
the  Hon.  John  Stevens,  Esq.,  for  sending  an  express  into  this  Colony  to 
inform  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  sum  of  Jersey  bills  of  credit  being 
arrived  in  a  vessel  from  England."  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this 
was  the  fruit  of  Ford's  professional  visit  to  Ireland,  then  reputed  to 
furnish  the  most  skillful  counterfeiters  in  the  world.  "  Whilst  in  Ire- 
land he  married  an  interesting  young  Irish  girl,  with  whom  he  is  said 
to  have  received  some  money.  On  reaching  this  country  she  was  well- 
nigh  crazed  on  finding  that  Ford  had  a  wife  and  children.  This  was 
one  of  the  worst  acts  of  his  wicked  life."  * 

In  the  letter  which  Ford  wrote  to  Cooper,  after  his  own  escape  from 
the  Morris  Jail,  he  berates  Cooper  for  his  "attrocious  falsehood"  in 
charging  on  him  the  robbery  of  the  Treasury  at  Perth  Amboy,  and 
then  speaks  in  terms  of  virtuous  indignation  because  in  the  confession 
"  You  describe  me  as  being  the  chiefest  promoter  and  first  introducer  of 
the  money-making  affair,"  as  he  pleasantly  denominates  counterfeiting. 
He  then  adds  this  sentence,  "  Did  you  not  in  the  time  of  our  distressed 
circumstances  at  the  furnace  [Hi  hernia]  first  move  such  a  scheme  to  me  ?" 
From  the  deed  of  two-thirds  of  the  Hibernia  property  in  1765,  it  is  fair 
to  infer  that  he  then  sold  out  all  his  interest  there,  and  in  connection 
with  his  own  letter,  just  quoted,  it  seems  to- me  clear  that  "  the  money- 
making  affair"  was  in  progress  as  early  as  that  time.  Further  it  seems 
probable  that  he  sold  his  property  in  order  to  go  to  Ireland  that  very 
fall  or  the  next  spring,  and  that  his  return  was  made  known  by  the 
arrival  in  June,  1766,  of  a  ship  with  "  a  large  sum  of  counterfeit  Jersey 
bills  of  credit."  With  this  harmonises  the  fact,  that  in  1767  he  was 
residing  in  New  York,  where  he  was  arrested  "  on  a  charge  of  uttering 
false  New  Jersey  bills  of  credit."  f 

It  is  evident  that  after  his  return  from  Ireland  he  sought  a  more 
secluded  place  for  his  business,  and  found  it  in  a  swamp-island  on  the 
Hammock,  midway  between  Morristowu  and  Hanover.  The  late 
Sheriff  Robertson,  of  Morris  county,  became  the  owner  of  the  house 
Ford  lived  in,  on  the  Hammock,  and  in  repairing  it  found  some  of  his 
counterfeiting  tools  in  the  walls  where  they  had  been  secreted  by  Ford, 


*  t>r.  Timothy  Kitchel  heard  his  father  say  that  this  young  woman  was  after- 
ward married  to  an  Irishman,  and  lived  at  Whippany  many  years. 
t  Mr.  Whitchead's  Paper,  Proceedings  of  N.  J.  Historical  Society,  V,  52. 


MOUUIS     COUNTY,    NEW  JERSEY.  41 

many  years  before.  In  July,  1768,  the  robbery  of  the  Treasury  took 
place,  and  Ford's  letter  to  Cooper  with  other  testimony  leave  the  strong 
suspicion  that  he  was  the  planner  and  executor  of  that  crime.  This  is 
confirmed  by  the  confessions  which  Cooper,  Haynes  and  Budd  made 
under  the  gallows,  all  pointing,  as  is  said,  to  Ford  as  the  Treasury 
robber,  but  there  is  no  direct  proof  of  the  charge,  and  Ford  himself 
denies  it. 

In  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette,  of  Sept.  29th,  1773,  we  find  the  sub- 
stance of  Cooper's  confession.  "  He  confessed  himself  privy  to  the 
robbery  of  the  Treasury  at  Amboy,  and  that  he  received  £300  of  the 
money ;  that  it  was  concerted  by  Ford,  and  perpetrated  by  him  and 
three  soldiers  then  quartered  there  ;  that  the  plan  was  first  to  attempt  to 
carry  off  the  iron  chest,  and  if  that  failed,  next  to  take  the  key  from 
Mr.  Skinner's  bed  room,  and  to  kill  him  or  any  person  who  should 
discover  them,  and  that  afterwards  if  any  of  them  should  be  suspected 
or  convicted,  they  were  to  turn  King's  evidence  and  accuse  Mr.  Skinner 
as  being  an  accomplice  with  them.  When  some  of  them  were  shocked 
at  this  proposal,  as  thereby  an  innocent  person  might  lose  his  life,  Ford 
replied,  "  I2fb,  d —  him,  he  will  only  ~be  condemned,  he  has  friends  enough  to 
save  him  from  the  gallows."  '  That  after  breaking  into  the  Treasurer's 
office,  adjoining  his  bed-room,  they  attempted  to  carry  off  the  chest,  but 
finding  it  difficult  set  it  down  again,  and  breaking  open  a  desk  in  the 
room  in  hopes  of  finding  money,  they  there  found  an  old  key  to  the 
money  chest,  which  was  rusty  and  thought  unfit  for  use  (the  key  then 
in  use  being  in  Mr.  Skinner's  bed-room)  ;  with  this  old  key  they  opened 
the  iron  chest,  and  thereby  the  lives  that  would  have  been  exposed  were 
probably  preserved."  I  copy  this  not  to  vouch  for  its  truth  but  as 
supplying  a  needed  document  in  this  singular  history.* 

The  emission  of  counterfeit  money  had  grown  into  an  alarming  evil, 
and  it  was  generally  believed  that  Samuel  Ford  was  the  leader  of  the 
gang.  Accordingly,  on  the  16th  of  July,  1773,  he  was  arrested  and 
imprisoned  at  Morristown.  During  the  night,  or  the  next  day  after  his 
arrest,  he  escaped,  "  being  aided,"  as  Mr.  Whitehead  says,  "  by  his  con- 
federate, King — a  rival  veteran  in  villany."  This  John  King  was  proba- 
bly "  John  King,  late  under-Sheriff  of  Morris  county,"  and  thus  was 
able  to  aid  in  his  jail-breaking.  Moreover,  deputy-Sheriff  King  was 
before  the  Privy  Council  in  February,  1744.  The  Sheriff,  Kinney,  was 


*  Mr.  Whitehead'a  paper,  already  referred  to,  gives  a  succinct  narrative  of  the 
principal  circumstances,  and  their  bearing  upon  subsequent  events. 
6 
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himself  indicted  for  allowing  the  escape  of  so  dangerous  a  prisoner. 
Indeed  some  pretended  to  believe  tliat  Kinney,  and  others  higlxcr  in 
society,  were  implicated  in  the  crime.  *  Certain  it  is  that  very  little 
care  was  taken  to  hold  the  rogue,  and  the  pursuit  of  him  was  not  very 
vigorous.  He  first  fled  to  a  lonely  spot  on  the  mountain,  between  Mount 
Hope  and  Hibernia,  and  staid  in  "  Smultz'  Cabin,"  a  deserted  cabin  in 
an  old  colliery,  t  The  late  James  Kitchel,  of  Rockaway,  J  when  four- 
teen years  old,  was  one  Sunday  at  the  Rockaway  meeting  house,  and 
saw  Sheriff  Kinney  arrest  Abraham  Kitchel  as  a  guide,  for  his  posse,  to 
Ford's  hiding  place.  Greatly  excited,  the  boy  ran  home,  but  on  the 
way  stopped  to  tell  one  John  Ilerriman  the  occurrence.  He  says  that 
this  man  stript  off  his  coat  and  ran  straight  over  the  meadows  for 
Hibernia,  for  "  Smultz'  Cabin."  The  Sheriff  took  the  matter  leisurely, 
although  Mr.  Kitchel,  his  guide,  said  to  him  publicly,  "I  know  Avhere 
Ford  is  and  will  take  you  to  the  spot,  but  you  know  you  dare  not,  for 
your  own  sake,  arrest  him  !"  At  last,  at  a  leisurely  pace,  they  reached 
the  cabin,  and  sure  enough  Ford  was  gone.  "There,  Sheriff,"  said 
Kitchel,  as  they  entered  the  cabin,  "is  where  Sam.  Ford  has  been  secret- 
ed, and  you  would  rather  give  your  horse,  saddle  and  bridle  than  to 
find  him  here  now  /"  The  Privy  Council  regarded  Kinney  as  "  blame- 
able  for  negligence  in  his  office,  respecting  the  escape  of  Ford.'*  He 
was  indicted  for  it,  and  the  Council  advised  the  Governor  "  to  prosecute 
the  said  indictment  at  the  next  court."  S 

o 

It  was  a  widely  prevalent  opinion  in  Morris  County,  as  has  been  stated, 
that  some  men  in  high  positions  were  interested  in  Ford's  "  money- 
making  business,"  which  he  pleasantly  calls  "  a  piece  of  engenuity." 
Four  men  were  convicted  in  Morris  County  and  one  in  Sussex  County, 
and  all  sentenced  to  be  hung :  Benjamin  Cooper,  of  Hibernia,  Dr.-  Bern 
Budd,  Samuel  Hayncs,  David  Reynolds  and  one  Ayers.  Reynolds  was 
a  common  man,  with  no  strong  social  connections,  but  Cooper,  Haynes 
and  Ayers  were  Justices  of  the  Peace.  Cooper's  own  father,  Daniel 
Cooper,  was  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court  that  tiied  him.  Dr.  Budd 
was  a  physician  greatly  esteemed  in  the  County  for  his  social  position, 
and  also  for  his  reputed  skill  in  his  profession.  Indeed,  so  great  Avas  the 


*  When  the  Sheriff  sold  out  what  little  property  Ford  had  left,  even  to  a  tin 
cup  filled  with  milk  for  the  babe,  his  son  said  to  him  "I  have  seen  you  in  mv 
father's  shop." 

t  Statement  of  his  uiecc,  Mrs.  Eunice  Pierson. 

I  Mrs.  Pierson' s  brother. 

§  MS  minutes  of  Privy  Council. 
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latter,  that  this  bad  business  and  his  having  been  sentenced  to  death  in 
consequence  of  it,  did  not  prevent  his  retaining  his  practice.  One  of 
his  patients,  a  very  inquisitive  woman,  the  first  time  she  had  occasion 
for  his  services,  asked  him  very  naively  "  how  he  kind  of  felt  when  he 
came  so  near  being  hanged  ?  "  Dr.  Budd  died  of  putrid  fever  Dec.  14, 
1777,  aged  thirty-nine  years.*  Of  the  four  Morris  County  convicts, 
Cooper,  Haynes  and  Budd  were  reprieved  the  morning  of  the  day 
appointed  for  their  execution.!  The  substance  of  Cooper's  confession 
has  already  been  given,  and  the  minutes  of  Privy  Council  show  that  in 
a  trial  instituted  by  Lord  Stirling  against  Col.  Samuel  Ogden  and 
Samuel  Tuthill,  Esqs.,  for  unfair  dealing  in  the  taking  of  affidavits  and 
confessions  "  in  the  County  of  Morris,  in  or  about  the  months  of  August, 
September  and  October  last — 1773 — relative  to  the  counterfeiting  of  the 
paper  bills  of  credit  of  this  province  and  the  Robbery  of  the  Treasury 
of  this  Province,"  Budd  and  Haynes  had  both  made  confessions,  for  the 
minutes  direct  that  "  Wm.  DeHart,  Esq.,  bring  with  him  the  affidavits 
of  Budd  and  Haynes,  taken  after  they  were  released  from  Goal,  and  the 
original  paper  which  he — DeHart — received  from  Haynes1  wife."  These 
affidavits  I  have  not  seen,  nor  the  substance  of  them,  but  the  whole 
series  of  incidents,  taken  together,  looks  as  if  they  also  told  the  same 
story  as  Cooper  did,  charging  on  Ford  the  Amboy  robbery.  And  I  can- 
not refrain  from  expressing  the  feeling  which  an  examination  of  all  the 
accessible  records  as  well  as  traditions  leave  on  my  niind,  that  whilst 
Samuel  Ford  was  a  very  great  villain,  he  was  acting  his  villainy  in  very 
respectable  company,  a  part  of  which  did  not  get  to  court  and  the  scaf- 
fold as  some  others  did.  Reynolds,  the  least  guilty  of  the  whole,  wras 
hung,  having  been  arrested  on  the  testimony  of  a  brother  Irishman,  who 
after  the  execution  manifested  the  most  lively  grief. 

How  long  Ford  was  concealed  in  the  vicinity  of  Hibcrnia  is  not 
known,  but  his  letter  to  Cooper  was  proved  by  Joseph  Morris,  his 
brother-in-law,  and  Jonathan  Ford,  his  brother,  September  8,  1773.  I 
have  carefully  examined  the  files  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  1773, 
and  also  Rivington's  New  York  Gazette,  and  am  surprised  to  find  how 
dilatory  the  Sheriff  and  Governor  were  in  their  efforts  to  arrest  Ford. 
He  broke  jail  on  the  18th  of  July,  and  was  known  to  be  in  concealment 
not  far  away  during  the  entire  month  of  August,  and  perhaps  longer, 
yet  Sheriff  Kinney  does  not  get  his  offer  of  reward  published  until 

*Morristown  Bill  of  Mortality,  41. 

t  Minutes  Privy  Council  MS.    Proceedings  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.  V,  p.  51. 
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August  5th  in  the  Rivington ;  and  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  does  not 
get  the  Governor's  proclamation  until  December  1st.  It  is  not  until 
September  of  the  same  year  that  the  last  named  paper  begins  to  publish 
items  concerning  the  pursuit  of  Ford,  and  then  we  have  items  in  the 
issues  of  September  22d,  29th,  October  20th,  December  1st  and  9th, 
1773,  and  January  26,  1774. 

From  the  best  authority,  I  learu  that  Ford  made  his  way  to  what  was 
called  the  Green  Briar  Country,  among  the  mountains  of  Virginia,  where 
he  assumed  the  name  of  his  mother's  family,  Baldwin.  He  there  was  a 
silversmith,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  another  man.  During  a 
severe  illness  he  disclosed  his  real  history  to  his  partner's  wife,  who  so 
sympathized  with  him  that  after  his  recovery  and  the  death  of  her  own 
husband  she  married  him,  so  that  he  had  his  third  living  wife.  His 
oldest  son,  William  Ford,  and  Stephen  Halsey  (son  of  Ananias),  visited 
him  in  Virginia,  where  they  found  him  with  "  a  great  property,"  a  new 
wife,  and  some  promising  young  Baldwins.  It  is  possible  that  this  dis- 
tinguished Jerseyman,  "  who  left  his  country  for  his  country's  good," 
may  be  the  ancestor  of  some  of  the  Virginia  Baldwins  who  have  figured 
in  public  life.  The  Jersey  visitors  asked  the  new  wife  if  he  had  not 
deceived  her,  but  she  said  she  knew  all  his  past  history,  and  she  had  no 
fear  of  his  returning  to  New  Jersey.  They  described  Ford  as  a  "  most 
melancholy  man."  He  professed  to  his  son  and  Mr.  Halsey  his  peni- 
tence, a  grace  that  led  to  a  religious  life,  which  must  have  been  some- 
what weak  in  its  nature,  as  it  did  not  lead  him  to  abandon  his  adulter- 
ous relations  and  do  justice  to  the  excellent  woman  in  New  Jersey, 
whom  he  left  to  sustain  her  family  without  a  farthing's  aid  from  him. 

Probably  about  the  time  of  Cooper's  arrest,  or  previous  to  it,  he  sold 
his  interest  at  Hibernia  to  Lord  Stirling,  who  was  already  a  joint  owner, 
and  his  arrest  was  at  Hibernia  in  1773.  I  have  seen  no  deed  of  sale  by 
either  Cooper  or  Anderson,  but  can  only  say  that  Lord  Stirling  was 
reported  to  be  the  sole  owner  of  the  works  when  he  rented  them  to  Mr. 
Faesch.  This  must  have  been  subsequent  to  July  10,  1778,  at  which 
date  I  find  a  letter  to  Lord  Stirling,  from  Charles  Hoff,  his  manager  at 
Hibernia,  reporting  to  him  what  he  was  doing.  Joseph  Hoff,  the  son 
of  Charles  Hoff,  Sen.,  of  Hunterdon  County,  was  for  some  time  the 
manager  of  the  Hibernia  Works.*  The  letters  of  which  I  have  copies 

*I  have  copies  of  several  letters  from  him  to  Robert  Erskine,  Lord  Stirling, 
"Messrs.  Robt.  and  Jno.  Murray,"  Col.  Moylan,  Murray,  Samson  &  Co.,  and 
"Col.  Knox,  at  Fort  Washington,  in  the  State  of  New  York ;  "  also  some  from 
his  younger  brother,  Charles  Hoff,  who  at  his  death  succeeded  him  in  the  man- 
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from  the  brothers  Joseph  and  Charles  Hoff,  reach  from  May  17,  1775, 
to  July  10,  1778.  From  these  we  learn  that  powder  was  scarce,  that 
"  the  weather  is  so  very  warm  (August  25,  1775)  that  if  I  do  not  have 
rum  for  the  people  I  fear  they  will  be  more  sickly;"  that,  June  30,  1775, 
"  in  conversation  with  Lord  Stirling,  this  week  at  this  place,  he  told  me 
it  was  his  candid  opinion  tha't  every  kind  of  intercourse  between  New 
York  and  Jersey  would  be  immediately  cut  off  by  the  port  of  the  former 
being  shut ;"  that  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1776  attempts  were  made 
to  cast  cannon  at  Hibernia,  with  no  great  success,  although  "  last  night 
we  made  a  tryal  at  casting  one  of  the  guns,  but,  unfortunately  for  us,  we 
brought  the  furnace  too  low  and  it  missed  in  the  Breech,  all  the  rest  was 
sound  and  good  ;  "  that,  Sept.  2, 1776,  "  I  lament  much  Lord  Stirling's 
situation  at  present  ;*  hope,  however,  he  may  be  exchanged  for  some  per- 
sons of  equal  rank  in  our  custody  ;  the  dangerous  situation  of  property 
of  all  kinds  gives  me  sensible  concern,  for  you  in  particular  and  the 
province  in  general ;  I  hope,  however,  to  hear  more  favorable  accounts 
soon,  tho'  indeed  the  crisis  seems  to  be  arrived,  which  must  decide  the 
fate  of  New  York  one  way  or  the  other ;  happy  for  us  that  we  have  so 
secure  an  asylum  from  danger."  He  then  tells  his  correspondent  "  we 
have  made  two  small  cannon,"  which  he  asks  to  have  tried.  He  writes 
to  Col.  Knox  for  help  "  to  support  the  business  and  complete  the  job." 
July  27,  1777,  Charles  Hoff,  who  succeeded  Joseph,  writes  to  Governor 
Livingston  that  "  we  are  now  boring  and  preparing  for  trial  four  or 
five  cannon  of  three  pounders,  and  are  of  opinion  that  they  will  prove 
good,  which  would  be  of  great  use  in  the  artillery.  "We  made  last  year, 
for  the  pnblick  service,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  of 
shot  of  different  kinds,  many  tons  of  which  are  here  still.  I  shall  even 
think  myself  happy  and  in  my  duty  to  my  country,  to  contribute  by 
every  means  in  my  power  in  opposing  that  tyrranical  spirit  which  is 
now  exhibited  in  the  British  nation,  and  shall  be  ready  to  obey  any 
commands  from  your  Excellency  for  that  end."  That  their  capacity  for 
iron  making  was  not  large,  is  evident  from  the  statement  of  the  mana- 
ger to  his  New  York  correspondents,  that  "  we  make  15  or  16  tons 
weekly,"  which  "pig-metal,  I  have  sold  some  for  £12,  some  for  £15, 
some  for  £20  and  some  for  £30  per  ton."  The  Hoffs  wanted  to  make 
cannon,  and  so  write  to  Col.  Knox,  saying,  "  we  would  willingly  engage 


agemect.    The  original  book  is  in  the  possession  of  Joseph  T.  Hoff,  Esq.,  of 
Mount  Pleasant — P.  O.  address,  Dover,  N.  J. 
*  Then  a  prisoner  with  the  English.    Sec  Collections  Hist.  Soc.,  Vol.  II,  p.  163. 
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to  make  a  quantity  of  shot  of  any  kind  and  try  at  some  cannon — say  0 
or  9  pounders — &c.  We  are  persuaded  our  iron  will  answer  for  cannon, 
as  we  have  proved  the  first  we  made  to  be  good."  Charles  Hoff,  in  1778, 
says  the  Government  gave  exemption  to  twenty-five  men  for  the  Hiber- 
nia  Works,  which  caused  an  abundance  of  candidates  for  the  places. 
The  same  year  (July  4,  1778),  Mr.  Hoff  wrote  a  card  on  the  subject  of 
"  a  good  many  deserters,  both  of  the  British  troops  and  Hessians,  who 
are  come  in  and  sent  to  Philadelphia."  He  seeks  to  engage  some  of 
these  for  cutting  wood,  making  charcoal,  doing  work  as  mechanics,  and 
other  employments.  His  brother,  John  Hoff,  was  sent  to  Philadelphia, 
with  particular  instructions  as  to  kind,  numbers  and  pay.  He  did  not 
succeed  in  the  plan.  Mr.  Faesch  employed  several  Hessians  at  Mount 
Hope,  most  of  whom  remained  in  this  country  after  the  war.* 

It  will  be  seen  that  Hibernia  and  Mount  Hope  botL  have  claims  on 
our 'interest,  in  discussing  the  early  history  of  Morris  County. 

Let  me  before  closing  this  paper  gather  up  a  few  dates  and  facts  con- 
cerning other  parts-  of  the  county.  From  a  manuscript  "  history  of  the 
Congregational  church,"  t  I  learn  that  "  the  tract  of  land  now  consti- 
tuting the  township  of  Chester,  was  surveyed  and  run  into  lots  in  1713 
and  1714,  and  began  soon  after  to  be  settled  with  emigrants  from  South- 
hold,  L.  I.,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  Congregational  church 
planted  there  by  their  fathers,  and  were  by  conviction  and  profession 
attached  to  its  doctrines  and  customs.  It  was  in  their  hearts  to  do  as 
their  fathers  had  done,  plant  a  church  of  the  same  faith  and  form  of 
government  as  that  in  which  they  had  been  baptised  and  to  which  they 
owed  so  much.'  Having  settled  from  one  to  three  miles  apart,  in  a 
country  to  be  cleared  of  heavy  timber,  with  their  private  buildings  to 
erect,  roads,  bridges  and  fences  to  make,  and  families  to  support,  it  is 
wonderful  that  they,  as  early  as  1747,  should  have  been  able  to  erect  a 
commodious  house  of  worship  with  pews  and  galleries  to  seat  an 


*  Among  the  incidents  of  the  war  was  the  robbery  of  Charles  Hoff 's  house  and 
stables,  by  a  gang  of  fellows  from  the  neighborhood  of  Ramapo,  led,  as  was  said, 
by  the  notorious  Claudius  Smith.  They  came  suddenly  into  the  house  in  the 
early  evening,  compelled  the  family  to  get  supper  for  them,  stole  what  jewelry, 
plate,  fine  goods  and  horses  they  could,  and  made  off  for  the  mountains  again 
with  their  plunder.  In  1790  Capt.  Joseph  Board,  who  resided  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ringwood,  wrote  Mr.  Hoff  concerning  some  of  the  miscreants  who  came  to  a 
bad  end.  Smith  and  his  party  shot  down  one  Lieut.  Clark,  who  had  been  their 
pursuer,  but  the  murderers  were  themselves  overtaken  in  their  hiding  place  and 
all  shot. 

t  Compiled  by  Rev.  Abner  Morse. 
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audience  of  400.  This  house  stood  about  six  rods  west  cf  the  present 
meeting  house." 

The  Presbyterian  church,  at  Chester,  was  organized  in  1752,  and  be- 
gan its  meeting  house  about  1755. 

A  manuscript  account  of  "  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  of 
German  Valley,  Morris  county,  New  Jersey,"  has  this  record  :  "  This 
part  of  our  county  appears  to  have  been  settled  in  part  by  Protestant 
Germans,  some  time  about  the  year  1740.  This  settlement  of 
Germans,  together  with  others  in  Hunterdon  and  Sussex-  counties, 
was  visited  as  early  as  the  year  1745,  by  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Muhlen- 
bergh,  D.D.,  so  justly  distinguished  for  his  learning,  piety  and  patriot- 
ism. With  his  name,  and  the  names  of  his  sons,  the  early  history  of 
these  German  settlements,  as  well  as  the  history  of  the  entire  American 
Lutheran  church,  is  richly  interwoven.  The  Lutheran  church,  of  Ger- 
man Valley,  was  originally  incorporated  with  Lutheran  churches  in  the 
above  named  counties,  the  principal  one  of  which  was  located  at  New 
Germantown,  Hunterdon  county.  The  more  distinct  history  of  these 
churches  commenced  with  the  year  1767,  at  which  time,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Rev.  H.  Muhlenbergh,  those  churches  obtained  a  charter 
of  incorporation  from  George  III,  King  of  Great  Britain,  executed  by 
William  Franklin,  Esq.,  Captain  General  and  Governor  of  the  Colony 
of  New  Jersey,  "  at  his  office  in  Burlington."  The  first  church  built  at 
German  Valley  was  a  log  house  of  very  rude  construction,  which,  in 
1775,  gave  place  to  the  Union  church  owned  by  the  Presbyterians  and 
Lutherans."  * 

In  the  north-eastern  part  of  the  county  settlements  were  made  very 
early.  Dr.  Schenck,  for  several  years  the  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
church,  at  Pompton  Plains,  says  that  the  first  settlements  in  that  region 
were  made  on  the  east  side  of  the  Pompton  river,  in  what  is  now 
Passaic  county.  ''At  the  opening  of  the  year  1700,  it  is  probable  there 
were  but  five  or  six  white  families  in  this  valley — that  is,  on  the  east 
side — and  probably  none  on  the  plain,  or  west  side  of  the  river.  The 
first  families  came  from  New  York,  and  were,  some  of  them  at  least, 
members  of  the  Dutch  church,  or  their  fathers  were.  A  few  families 
also  settled,  in  1700,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Ponds.  The  earliest  notice 
we  have  of  preaching,  in  this  region  of  country,  was  at  the  Ponds,  in 
1710.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1735-6,  and  dedicated 
April  7th,  1736.  This  was  also  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Pompton  river, 

*  MS  sketch  of  German  Valley  Lutheran  church,  by  Rev.  E.  D. 
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a  little  below  where  what  was  then  called  the  Pompton  river  empties 
into  the  Pequanac,  and  on  lands  formerly  belonging  to  the  Schuyler 
family.  It  was  probably  taken  down  in  1770."  The  first  church 
erection  at  Pompton  Plains  was  planned  in  1769,  and  finished,  so  as  to 
be  used,  in  1771.  Its  pews  were  not  made  until  afterwards.*  Dr. 
Schenck  says,  the  first  purchase  of  lands  in  the  Pompton  valley,  from 
Indians  and  proprietors,  included  the  great  body  of  the  land  in  the 
valley.  If  some  lover  of  local  history  would  spend  a  few  days  among 
the  Ryersbn,  and  other  old  families,  of  Pompton,  Ringwood,  and 
Bloomingclale,  in  the  examination  of  deeds,  and  compare  these  with 
the  Records  at  Amboy  and  Trenton,  the  date  of  settlement  in  that 
region  could  probably  be  settled,  since  these  families  are  said  to  have 
been  among  the  first  in  that  region,  and  their  descendants  still  live  there. 
The  name  of  the  county  and  its  shiretown  has  elicited  some  inquiry. 
A  few  paragraphs  concerning  the  genealogy  and  name  of  the  county, 
will  close  this  paper.  In  1709  the  Provincial  Legislature  passed  an  act, 
defining  and  naming  several  counties.  The  county  of  Burlington,  then 
included  all  the  present  counties  of  Hunterdon,  Mercer,  Morris,  Sussex 
and  Warren.  In  1713  the  same  authority  divided  Burlington  county 
so  as  to  set  off  by  itself  the  county  of  Hunterdon,  in  honor  of  Robert 
Hunter,  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  Hunterdon  then' 
included  the  present  counties  of  Hunterdon,  Mercer,  Morris,  Warren 
and  Sussex.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1738-9,  the  Provincial  Legislature 
passed  an  act  which  set  off  from  Hunterdou,  the  territory  included  in 
Morris,  Sussex  and  Warren,  and  named  it  Morris,  evidently  in  honor  of 
its  Governor,  Lewis  Morris,  who  about  a  month  previous  had  been 
appointed  the  first  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  as  a  Province  distinct  from 
New  York,  t  For  several  years,  according  to  Allinson,  the  most  of  the 
citizens  of  Morris  county  must  have  been  practically  disfranchised, 
since  it  appears  that  until  the  passage  of  an  act,  May  10th,  1708,  and 
confirmed  by  the  King,  in  Council,  December  9th,  1770,  they  voted  in 
Hunterdon,  as  formerly  ;  being  allowed  "  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion 
fchall  be,  to  appear  at  Trenton,  or  elsewhere  in  said  county  of  Hunterdon, 
and  tli ere  to  vote  and  help  to  elect  and  choose  Representatives  for  the 
said  county  of  Hunterdon,  after  the  same  manner  as  formerly  before  the 
making  of  this  act."  \ 

*  Copy  of  Dr.  Scheuck's  Paper  in  Minutes  of  Pompton  Plain  Church. 

t  Papers  of  Governor  L.  Morris,  29. 

t  Ailinson's  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  109,  80G-7. 
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As  to  the  early  settlement  of  Morrisloicn  my  information  is  quite 
meager,  although  I  have  given  a  great  deal  of  time  to  the  search  for  it, 
and  must  now  hand  it  over  to  the  local  historian.  A  single  record  at 
Trenton  shows  that  surveys  had  been  made  in  Morris  township,  about 
the  time  of  the  surveys  in  Mendham,  Chester,  Randolph  and  Hanover 
townships.  The  first  purchase  on  the  west  side  of  Pompton  river,  ac- 
cording to  Dr.  [Schenck,  was  made  about  the  year  1700;  those  in 
Mendham,  Chester,  Randolph,  in  1713-14;  on  the  27th  of  November, 
1758,  Frederick  Miller  bought  land  in  Rockaway  valley,  above  Boonton, 
of  "  William  Allen  and  Edward  Shippen,  executor  of  Humphrey 
Murray  deceased,  of  Philadelphia,"  which  land  belonged  to  a  tract 
surveyed  unto  James  Bollen,  for  Legatees  of  George  Hutchinsou, 
deceased,  containing  1666  asres.* 

As  late  as  1738  the  name  of  Morristown  was  West  Hanover,  as  is 
evident  from  the  record  made  by  the  Rev.  Gilbert  Tennent,  of  his  visit 
in  July,  of  that  year,  to  "  West  Hanover.''  I  suppose  it  must  have  been 
a  question  agitated  among  the  people  soon  after  the  county  of  Morris 
was  set  off  from  Hunterdon,  whether  the  county  town  should  not 
receive  the  name  of  the  Governor  also ;  but  the  first  official  use  of  it, 
that  I  have  discovered,  is  two  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
county.  The  following  record  in  the  first  volume  of  minutes  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  for  Morris  county,  is  an  important  addition 
to  the  history  of  the  county  and  is  given  entire. 

"  MARCH  25th,  MDCCXL. 
GENERAL  SESSIONS  OF  THE  PEACE. 

"  The  Court  taking  into  consideration  the  necessity  of  dividing  the 
county  of  Morris  into  Proper  Townships  or  Districts,  for  having  proper 
officers  within  every  such  Township  or  District,  and  more  especially  for 
such  officers  as  are  to  actjn  concert  with  other  Townships,  we  therefore 
order  and  Determine  that  from  henceforth  a  certain  Township,  bounded 
on  Pissaic  river,  Poquanock  river,  to  the  lower  end  of  the  great  pond  at 


*  This  warrant  bears  date,  March  14th,  1714-15.  This  tract  is  said  in  the  deed 
to  be  surveyed  to  the  said  James  Bollen,  for  the  legatees  of  Hutchinson,  dec'd, 
"  for  his  Lot,  of  No.  21,  within  the  New  Purchase  made  of  the  Indians,  above 
the  falls  of  the  Delaware  river,"  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  "  surveyed  unto  the 
said  James  Bollen,  in  three  several  pieces,  and  near  a  place  called  Wippanung,  in 
the  coanty  of  Hunterdon,  in  the  month  of  May,  1715.  (E.  Jersey  Records  Liber 
F.  3.)  On  the  1st  of  June,  1769,  "the  Right  Honorable  William,  Earle  of 
Stirling,  and  Lady  Sarah,  Countess  of  Stirling,"  for  the  sum  of  £2,902,  sell  to 
Col.  Staats  Long  Morris,  of  New  York,  96737-100  acres  in  the;  township  and 
coimty  of  Morris,  which  tract  is  said  in  the  deed  to  have  been  originally  sur- 
veyed in  1715.  (E.  Jersey  Records,  Liber  F.  3,  p.  28.) 
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the  bead  thereof,  and  by  Rockaway  river  and  the  west  branch  thereof, 
to  the  head  thereof,  and  thence  cross  to  the  lower  end  of  said  pond, 
and  shall  henceforth  be  called  Poquanock  Township,  District  or  Precinct. 

"And  that  a  certain  road  from  the  Bridge,  by  John  Days,  up  to  the 
Place  where  the  same  road  passes  between  Benjamin  and  Abraham. 
Pierson's,  and  thence  up  the  same  road  to  the  corner  of  Samuel  Ford's 
fence,  thence  leaving  Samuel  Ford  to  the  right  hand,  thence  running  up 
to  the  road  that  leads  from  the  Old  Iron  Works  towards  Succasunning, 
and  crossing  Whippenung  Bridge,  and  from  thence  to  Succasunning, 
and  from  thence  to  the  great  pond  on  the  head  of  Musconecung,  do 
part  the  Township  of  Hanover  from  the  Township  of  Morris,  which  part 
of  the  county  of  Morris,  Lying,  as  aforesaid,  to  the  Southward  and  West- 
ward of  said  roads,  lines,  and  places,  is  ordered  by  the  Court  to  be  and 
remain  a  Township,  District  or  Precinct  and  to  be  called  and  distinguished 
f>'/  the  name  of  Morris  Toicn. 

"The  court  adjourned  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  evening."* 

It  seems  probable  that  the  court  acted  thus  in  vi&w  of  petitions  from 
the  people,  but,  however  that  may  be,  this  settles  definitely  the  name 
of  the  town  and,  as  I  think,  disposes  of  a  suggestion  of  a  different 
origin  for  the  name  made  by  myself  on  a  previous  occasion.! 

It  is  worth  while  here  to  state  that  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of 
Morristown,  was  actually  organized  the  same  year  with  the  county  of 
Morris,  1738,  although  its  organization  was  attempted  three  years 
previous,  but  as  is  stated,  in  a  deed  made  by  the  trustees  of  that  church 
to  the  Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  county,  September  7th,  1771, 
"  on  the  8th  day  of  September,  A.D.  175G,  his  late  Excellency  Jonathan 
Belcher,  Esq.,  Captain-General,  Governor  and  Commander  in-Chief  in, 
and  over,  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  &c.,  did  make  and  grant,  under 
the  great  seal  of  said  Province,  unto  Benjamin  Hathaway,  Charles 
Howell,  Henry  Primrose,  Benjamin  Bayles,  Thomas  Kent,  Benjamin 
Cox  and  Samuel  Roberts  (by  the  name  of  the  Trustees  of  Presbyterian 
church  of  Morristown),  a  CHAUTER,  investing  them  and  their  successors 
with  full  powers  to  receive,  and  give  grants  of  lands  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  said  Presbyterian  church,  &c."  The  object  of  this  condition- 
al conveyance,  in  1771,  was  to  furnish  the  Justices  and  Freeholders  of 
the  county  with  right  to  "  a  certain  Lot  of  land,  commonly  called  (he 

*  Minutes  of  Court  of  Common  Picas,  for  Morris  county,  N.  J.,  Book  No.  1, 
p.  3.  In  July,  of  eame  year  Jobn  Kinncy,  was  proclaimed  Sheriff,  and  licensed 
to  keep  tavern  in  Hanover. 

t  Pres.  Quar.  Rev.,  vols.  VI,  289,  April,  1868. 
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Gully,"  "  containing  one  acre,  strict  measure,"  "  for  the  sole  use  and 
purposes  of  a  Court  House,  Gaol,  and  other  necessary  uscjs,  for  the  Court 
House,  Gaol,  &c.,  as  long  as  the  said  Court  House  shall  remain  on  said 
lot,  or  the  said  County  applies  the  same  to  those  purposes  only,  and  no 
longer."  The  consideration  was  "  the  sum  of  £5,  current  money  of  the 
Province  aforesaid,  at  eight  shillings  the  ounce,  to  them  in  hand  paid, 
&c.,  and  also  that  said  Justices  and  Freeholders,  do  constantly  and  con- 
tinually keep  full  and  in  passable  repair,  that  part  of  the  hereafter 
mentioned  lot  of  land  commonly  called  the  Gully."  The  names  of  the 
church  Trustees  in  Sept.,  1771,  were  Henry  Primrose,  Benjamin  Bayles. 
Benjamin  Cox,  Samuel  Roberts,  Joseph  Stiles,  Samuel  Tuthill,  Stephen 
Conkling.  The  name  of  Benjamin  Bayles  is  signed  with  "  his  mark." 

The  Justices  and  Freeholders,  of  Morris  county,  at  the  same  date, 
were  Robert  Gould,  Lemuel  Bowers  and  Josiah  Broadwcll,  Esquires, 
Justices ;  and  Freeholders,  Matthew  Lum,  Matthias  Burnet,  Noah 
Beach,  Jacob  Gould.  Jacob  Ford,  jr.,  Hartzhorne  Fitz  Randolph,  Jacob 
Drake,  Jabesh  Bell  and  John  Stark.  The  subscribing  witnesses  to 
the  dead  were  Timothy  Mills,  jr.,  and  Joseph  King,  and  it  was  ac- 
knowledged before  Jacob  Ford,  sen.  *  The  court  house  and  jail 
were  on  the  northwest  corner  of  the  square.  On  the  1st  of  April, 
1816,  the  Trustees  of  the  church,  for  the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred 
dollars,  made  over  their  reserved  rights  in  what  is  now  the  public 
square,  to  certain  gentlemen  nam,ecl,  on  certain  conditions  that  the 
ground  might  be  ornamented  and  improved,  but  not  built  on  "  ex- 
cept for  a  meeting  house,  a  court  -house  and  jail,  and  a  market 
house :"  and  if  "  at  any  time  thereafter  the  county  of  Morris  should 
cease  to  use  the  land  now  occupied  for  the  court  house  and  lot,  for  that 
purpose,  the  same  should  be  considered  a  part  of  the  green  or  common, 
subject  to  the  conditions  aforesaid." 

This  paper,  already  too  long,  must  be  concluded.  I  regret  that  it 
cannot  be  made  fuller  and  more  explicit.  The  older  members  of  the 
Society,  who  may  have  tried  their  hand  at  writing  local  history,  will 
appreciate  my  difficulties,  and  the  young  members  will  do  so  as  soon  as 
they  attempt  the  same  thing  for  any  locality  east  of  the  Delaware,  or 
west  of  the  Hudson. 

*  I  regret  not  to  be  able  to  give  my  authority  for  these  facts.  By  some  mis- 
take, at  the  time  I  made  the  quotations,  I  neglected  to  note  the  reference,  but 
from  the  fact  that  these  deeds,  alluded  to,  are  among  notes  which  were  taken 
when  examining  the  East  Jersey  Records,  at  Trenton,  I  infer  that  I  found  these 
also  in  Liber  F.,  3,  East  Jersey  Records,  but  am  not  sure.  I  am  too  far  from 
Trenton  to  verify  my  inference. 
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Let  me  then  sum  up  the  facts  ascertained  with  more  or  less  certainty. 

The  earliest  purchases  of  lands  in  the  County  of  Morris,  so  far  as  I 
can  learn,  were  in  Pequannock  Township,  in  the  vicinity  of  Pompton 
Plains,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  from  the  Proprietors  and  Indians,  as 
early  as  "  the  opening  of  1700,"  when  there  "  were  five  or  six  families  " 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  first  settlers  were  from  New  York, 
Long  Island,  and  probably  Bergen  County,  New  Jersey,  as  then  consti- 
tuted. 

The  church  there  dates  back  to  1735  or  '6. 

The  next  2)roballe  date  is  that  at  Hanover,  near  Whippauy  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  at  the  Old  Iron  Works,  and  is  "  about  1710."  The  earliest 
actual  date  is  the  deed  to  James  Bollen,  "  near  a  place  called  Whippenung, 
in  the  County  of  Hunterdou,  in  the  month  of  May,  1715."  The  same 
year  we  find  a  tract  surveyed  in  the  town  and  County  of  Morris. .  In  1718 
John  Richards,  schoolmaster,  deeded  to  his  neighbors,  for  use  of  a 
church,  school  house,  training  ground,  burying  yard,  &c.,  the  ground 
now  occupied  for  the  cemetery  at  Whippany.  This  defines  the  date  of 
Hanover  Church  as  1718. 

The  earliest  surveys  and  purchases  at  Mendham,  Chester,  Randolph 
and  Mill  Brook  (near  Dover),  were  made  in  1713.  .  The  great  Dickerson 
Mine  was  purchased  in  1716.  Iron  Works  were  built  at  Whippany 
"  about  1710,"  and  a  forge  near  Dover  in  1722.  This  defines  the  begin- 
ning of  things  at  Dover. 

About  1725  or  '30  settlements  began  at  Rockaway,  and  forges  were 
built  on  different  streams  at  Rockaway,  Denmark,  Middle  Forge,  Ninkee, 
Shaungum,  Franklin  and  other  places,  from  the  year  1725  to  1770. 

Col.  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  built  Mount  Hope  in  1770,  and  sold  to  Mr. 
Faesch  in  1772,  in  which  year  the  furnace  was  built  by  the  latter. 

The  "  Ringwood  Company  "  organized  in  1740,  and  sold  out  to  the 
"  London  Company "  in  1764.  Hasenclever  was  the  first  manager  of 
the  London  Company,  then  Faesch,  and  then  Robert  Erskine.  The 
lands  of  this  company  are  said  to  have  been  confiscated  during  the 
Revolution. 

German  Valley  was  settled  by  Germans  about  1740,  visited  by  Dr. 
Muhlenberg  in  1745,  and  its  church  actually  built  in  1747. 

The  Rockaway  Presbyterian  Church  dates  back  to  1758,  some  thirty 
years  after  the  first  settlement. 

The  County  of  Morris  was  organized  in  1738,  and  its  first  Township 
of  Hanover,  a  region  of  country  of  indefinite  extent,  previous  to  this 
date,  while  it  belonged  to  Hunterdon. 
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Morristown  received  its  name  in  1740,  from  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  three  townships  deferred,  viz.,  Hanover.  Morris  and  Pequan- 
nock. 

Pompton  Plains,  indeed,  we  may  say,  Pequannock,  as  a  section,  was 
settled  by  Holland  Dutch ;  Hanover,  Morristown  and  Chatham,  by  peo- 
ple from  "Newark,  Elizabeth  and  New  England ;  Mendham  and  Chester, 
from  Long  Island  and  New  England ;  Randolph  and  Rockaway,  by 
Holland  Dutch  and  a  promiscuous  assortment  of  people  from  various 
localities,  among  them  what  was  then  Essex  County ;  and  German  Val- 
ley "by  Germans.  Not  a  few  Quakers  from  Burlington  County  were 
among  the  pioneers. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  note  some  changes  in  the  country  since  Read- 
ing first  struck  his  tripod  in  Morris  County,  and  the  trip  hammer  at 
Hanover,  Dover  and  Rockaway  first  rang  its  music  among  the  forests, 
and  the  last  remnants  of  the  Indians  vanished  from  the  Rockaway  and 
Musconetcong,  but  this  would  transcend  my  purpose.  Let  me  commend 
the  work  of  collecting  the  early  history  of  this  beautiful  County  to  our 
young  historians. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OF   THE 


SERIES. 
VOL.  II.  1870.  No.  2. 

NEWARK,  May  19th,  1870. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws, 
JOHN  RUTHEKFUUD,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since  the 
January  meeting,  and  laid  upon  the  table  communicatious  from  Gov- 
ernor Randolph,  Messrs.  J.  O.  Flood,  J.  H.Landell,Pred.  Frelinghuysen, 
Edward  Seely,  James  B.  Cutter  and  John  McGregor  of  Newark  ;  D.  M. 
Skinner,  of  Belleville ;  Gen.  Wm  S.  Stryker,  of  Trenton ;  Samuel  M. 
Hewlett  and  R  S.  Braine,  of  Irvington ;  Benj.  A.  Vail,  of  Rah  way ; 
Samuel  S.  Clark  and  J.Marshall  Paul, of  Belvidere ;  Edmund  D.  Halsey, 
of  Morristown,  and  Rev.  Samuel  L.  Mershon,  of  Middlebush,  acknowl- 
edging their  election  as  Resident  Members :  from  Gen.  J.  Watts  de 
Peyster,  of  New  York,  accepting  Honorary  Membership,  and  transmit- 
ting a  large  number  of  volumes  for  the  Library  ;  from  the  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society  of  New  York,  announcing  its  organization 
and  the  publication  of  a  quarterly  "  Record  "  under  its  control ;  from 
St.  John's  Lodge,  Newark,  conveying  their  thanks  for  the  use  of  the 
Society's  Room  on  22d  February  ;  from  the  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society ;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maine,  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Chicago  and  New  York,  the  Essex  Mass.  Institute,  Smith- 
sonian Institute  and  New  Jersey  State  Librarian,  asking  for,  or  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications :  from  Gen.  James 
Grant  Wilson,  of  New  York  and  Gen.  S.  D.  Oliphant,  of  Princeton,  ac- 
cepting invitations  of  the  Executive  Committee  to  read  papers  before 
the  Society  at  this  nreeting:  from  Mr.  E.  H,  Finch,  of  Red  Bank,  trans- 
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nutting  an  obituary  notice  of  Rev.  D.  V.  McLean,  D.D. ;  from  Hon.  O. 
Cleveland,  relating  to  Public  Documents  for  the  Society ;  from  Adj. 
Gen.  Stryker,  of  Trenton,  announcing  as  in  the  course  of  preparation, 
a  Roster  of  the  officers  and  men  from  New  Jersey  who  served  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution,  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  Mexican  War;  from  Hon. 
IT.  Hall,  of  Vermont,  transmitting  a  volume  for  the  Library  ;  from  Hon. 
L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  of  Bridgeton,  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  his 
"  Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey,"  and  various 
others  from  different  gentlemen  relating  to  the  business  of  the  Society. 

The  Librarian  presented  his  report  of  Donations  to  the  Library,  re- 
ceived since  the  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent 
page. 

The  Treasurer  reported  available  funds  in  the  treasury  amounting  to 

£00.-      KR 
^>«/*wU     UU. 

. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
ber of  the  "Proceedings"  since  the  last  meeting,  (No.  1,  2d  Volume, 
New  Scries,)  and  that  a  second  edition  of  the  third  volume  of  the  first 
series  was  in  press  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Society.  On 
its  publication,  the  members  would  be  enabled  to  obtain  complete  sets 
of  the  Proceedings,  which  the  Society  for  some  time,  had  not  been  able 
to  furnish.  They  also  reported  that  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer  was  engaged 
iu  preparing  for  publication,  his  interesting  "  Reminiscences  of  the 
Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey,"  a  portion  of  which  was  read  before  the 
Society  at  the  January  meeting,  and  that  it  was  expected  the  work 
would  form  the  next  volume  of  the  "  Collections." 


The  Committee  on  the  Library,  in  their  report,  referred  to  their  often 
repeated  appeals  for  an  increase  of  the  Library  Fund,  which  they 
deemed  essential  to  a  satisfactory  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Society  in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  Library,  and  closed  their  re- 
port with  expressions  of  regret  that  by  the  promotion  of  their  Chairman, 
the  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  to  the  Bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court,  the  Society  would  probably  lose  hereafter  his  active  participa- 
tion in  its  proceedings. 

The  Nominating  Committee  submitted  the  names  of  thirty-one  gen- 
tlemen, whom  they  recommended  for  membership,  and  they  were  there- 
upon duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were  received. 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to  revise  the 
Constitution  and  By-Laws,  reported  sundry  amendments  which  were 
considered  in  order  and  adopted. 

MR.  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD  nominated  as  the  Committee  on  Finance— a 
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new  Committee  created  l>y  the  revised  By-Laws— the  following  gentle- 
men, who  were  thereupon  appointed: 

Messrs,  John  Rutherfurd,  Peter  S.  Duryec,  Joseph  N.  Tattle,  David 
A.  Hayes  and  William  B.  Mott. 

MR.  HAVEN  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  members,  one  of  the 
recently  discovered  gold  pieces,  dug  up  on  the  banks  of  Petty  Run, 
near  Trenton.  More  than  thirty  pieces  had  been  found,  worth  prob- 
ably more  than  three  hundred  dollars.  They  were  all  of  Spanish  coin- 
age, roughly  hammered  on  the  edges,  clipped  apparently  to  make  them 
of  proper  weight,  and  of  dates  between  1733  and  1741.  Mr.  Haven 
stated  his  belief  that  these  gold  pieces  had  been  deposited  where  they 
were  found,  during  the  revolution,  by  the  Hessian  Col.  Rahl,  or  some  of 
his  attendants,  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Americans, 
and  gave  some  of  his  reasons  therefor. 

Rev.  D.  Maclean  thought  it  more  probable  that  the  gold  had  been 
secreted  by  some  of  the  residents  of  Trenton  to  prevent  their  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Hessians. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  General  JAMES  GUANT  WILSON,  of  New 
York,  on  "  The  Life  and  Character  of  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick,  of 
New  Jersey." 

MH.  HAYES  offered  a  resolution  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  pre- 
sented to  General  Wilson  for  his  highly  interesting  paper,  and  that  he 
be  requested  to  place  a  copy  of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on 
Publications  ;  which  was  adopted  after  commendatory  remarks  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Maclean,  Messrs.  C.  C.  Haven  and  Ralph  Voorhees. 

The.  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  an  hour  and  partook  of  a  collation 
spread  in  the  Document  Room. 

On  reassembling  at  3:30  P.  M.,  Mr.  Swords  offered  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  will  hold  a  meeting  in  Somerville  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  September  next,  and  that  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to 
make  necessary  preparations  therefor. 

Mr.  Swords  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  on  the  ground 
that  by  holding  the  September  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
as  contemplated  iu  the  By-Laws,  a  wide  spread  interest  in  the  Society 
might  be  aroused,  and  a  large  accession  of  members  secured. 

Mr  Durvee  second  the  resolution  with  some  pertinent  remarks,  and  it 

•  T  I 

was  unanimously  adopted. 

JUDGE  ELMER  then  interested  the  Society  with  some  extracts  from 
his  proposed  work  on  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey. 


GO  RESIDENT   MEMBEU8   ELECTED 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  GEN.  S.  D.  OLIPHANT,  of  Princeton,  on 
"  The  Services  of  Pennsylvanians  in  the  battles  of  New  Jersey."  On  its 
conclusion  the  REV.  DR.  HAMILL  offer  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Gen.  Oliphaut,  for 
his  interesting  and  scholar-like  paper,  so  full  of  Classical  and  Historical  story, 
and  that  a  copy  be  requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  MR.  HAYES,  it  was 

Jiesolucd,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
have  the  Revised  Constitution  and  By-Laws  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  in  Somerville  on  the  third  Thurs- 
ay  of  September. 


AJAY  19,  18TO. 

J.  L.  Boggs,  Perth  Amloy. 

_( 
rrcd.  S.  Buruham,  Morristown. 

Amos  Clark,  Jr.,  Elisabeth. 

Rev.  Southard  Compton,  D.  D..  Snotwood 

TT  1IT       T^  HT  T 

Henry  W.  Duryee,  Newark. 
E.  P.  Emson,  Collier's  Mill. 
John  T.  Foote,  Morristown. 

T     c  i~i    11       *r  7 

L.  Spencer  Goble,  Newark. 

r,  -r     n     T>     TT      i 

Rev.  J.  S.  B.  Hodges,  D.  D.,  Newark. 
,r  „       „     °     . 

Monroe  Howell,  Pamppany. 
,,..„_..       „    _, 
Benjamin  F.  Howell,  Morristown. 

•  '['.•'• 
George  Kecne,  Newark. 

Frederick  T.  Kingman,  Trenton. 
Francis  C.  Lowthorp,  Trenton. 
Frederick  "WY  Leonard,  Newark. 


o  -.r  -     -r-,7     . 

M  f;    7f  • 

1  heophilus  T.  Price,  Tuckerton. 

,r  ,  _.  ,.  >«viv    WkS    4ttO 

Howard  Potter,  Long  Branch. 

T    1          T,  ll       -r.        7- 

John  Russell,  Burlington. 
James  F.  Rusling,  Trenton. 

David  S.  Smith,  M.  D.,  Irvington. 

T  i     -n   en    „      ,,     ,       iftfllxoeaa am  lo 

John  F.  Shultz,  Manchester. 
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Rutherfurd  Stuyvesant,  Eearny 
George  Sykes,  Sykesville. 
Wm.  L.  Thompson,  Newark. 
Guy  LaTourette,  Bergen  Point. 
Philetus  W.  Vail,  Newark. 
Peter  A.  Voorhecs,  Six  Mile  Ran. 
John  F.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Newark. 
Cephas  M.  Woodruff',  Newark. 
John  C.  Woodruff,  Newark. 
Edward  S.  Wilde,  Newark. 


ANNOUNCED  MAY  19,  1870. 

From  the  Massacliusctts  Historical  Society— Proceedings  of  the  Mass- 
achusetts Historical  Society,  1867-'69. 

From  the  Pennsylvania,  Historical  Society — Correspondence  between  Wm . 
Penn  and  James  Logan,  and  others,  from  the  original  letters  in  pos- 
session of  the  Logan  Family.  With  notes  by  the  late  Mrs.  Deborah 
Logan,  and  additional  notes  by  Edward  Armstrong,  M.  A.  Vol.  I 

From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society — Peubody  Memorial.  Address  of 
the  President,  Col.  Brantz  Meyer,  before  the  Society,  Jan.  6,  1870, 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — Territorial  Legislation  in  Wiscon- 
sin. Annual  Address  before  the  State  Historical  Society,  Feb.  4,  1870, 
by  Hon.  Moses  M.  Strong. 

From  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society— The  Annals  of  Iowa.  Seventh 
Biennial  Report  of  the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  Society.  Period  end- 

r  •> 

ing  Dec.  1,  1869. 
From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society — Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the 

Board  of  Education  of  Chicago.     Year  ending  July  3,  1869. 
From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society.  Vol 

XI,  1869.    No  82. 
From  the  American   Antiquarian  Society— Proceedings  of  the  Annual 

Meeting  at  Worcester,  Oct.  21,  1869. 
From  the  Essex  Institute—  Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute.     Vol. 

X.    Parti. 
Bulletins  of  the  Essex  Institute— Vol.  I,  Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8  and  9,  and 

Vol.  II,  No.  1  and  2. 
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From  the  N.  E  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society — Proceedings  of  the 

Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  5,  1870,  and  "Pres.'Wilder's  Address,  with  list  of 

Life  Members,  Constitution  and  By-Laws,  and  Register  :     Vol.  XXIV, 

No.  2. 
From  the  Department   of  the  Interior — Documents  of   the  First   and 

Second  Sessions  of  the  40th  Congress.  47  Vols. 
From,  the  Treasurer  of  New  Jersey — Nixon's  Digest  of   Laws   of   N.   J. 

Fourth  Edition. 
From  the  Quartermaster-  General  U.  S.  A.— The  Roll  of  Honor,  Nos.  20,  22 

and  24. 
From   the  Boston   Public  Library — Catalogue  of  the  Prince    Library, 

bequeathed  by  Rev.  Thomas  Prince,  to  the  old  South  Church,  now 

deposited  in  the  Boston  Public  Library. 
From  the  College  of  New  Jersey — Catalogue  of  the  College. 
From  the    Georgia  Historical  Society — Tabulated  Mortuary  Record  of 

the  City  of  Savannah,  from  Jan.  1, 1854,  to  Oct.  31, 1868.     By  W.  Dun- 
can, M.  D. 
From  the  Authors — The  Capture  of   Ticonderoga,   in   1775.     A  paper 

before  the  Vermont  Historical  Society,  at  Montpclier,  Oct.   19,   1869 

By  Ililand  Hall. 

The  History  of  Vermont,  from  its  admission  into  the  Union,  in  1791 

By  Ililand  Hall 
Index  of  titles  of  Corporations  chartered  under  General  and  Speciaj 

Laws,  by  the  Legislature  of  N.  J.,  between  1693  and   1869  inclusive 

By  John  Hood. 

1.  The  History  of  the  Life  of  Leonard  Torstenston,  Senator  of  Swe- 
den, Count  of  Ortala,  &c. 

2.  The  Dutch  at  the  North  Pole,  and  the  Dutch  in  Maine,  and  Appen" 
dix. 

3.  The  History  of  Carausius,  the  Great  First  Hollandish  Admiral 
and  the  First  Sailor  King  of  England. 

4.  Practical  Strategy  as  illustrated  by  the  Life,  &c.,  of  the  Austrian 
Field  Marshal  Traun. 

5.  The  Battle  of  the  Sound,  or  Baltic;  Fought  (Oct.  30,  O.S.,)  Nov. 
9,  N.  S.  1658. 

6.  Secession  in  Switzerland  and  in  the  United  States  compared. 

7.  The  decisive  conflicts  of  the  Late  Civil  War,  Oak  Ridge,  July  1, 
1863,  Gettysburg,  July  2  and  3,  1863,  after,  at  Williamsport  and  Fall- 
ing Waters. 
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8.  Address,  28,  Nov.  1866,  at  the  Inauguration  of  a  Soldier's  Monu- 
ment erected  by  the  neighborhood  of  Tivoli  and  Madalin,  Dutchess  Co. 

N.Y. 

9.  Personal  and  Military  History  of  Philip  Kearny,  Maj.  Gen.  Unit- 
ed States  Volunteers.    B.y  J  Watts  de  Peyster. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle.  D.  D.— The  Life  and  Character  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Hanna.  By  G.  W.  Wood. 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Fort  Wajnc, 
Ind.,  with  early  Reminescences  of  the  Place.  By  J.  L.  "Williams. 

A  Synodical  Sermon  before  the  Synod  of  Wabash,  Nov.  21,  1869. 
By  Rev.  Daniel  Rice,  D.  D. 

The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools.  A  discourse,  Nov.  5,  1869,  in 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Lafayette.  Ind.  By  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  Pastor. 

A  Blow  at  the  Public  Schools  !  A  note  of  Warning  !  A  Lecture  for 
the  Times.  By  Rev  L.  N.  Brakeman,  Pastor  5th  Street  M.  E.  Church, 

Lafavette,  Ind.,  Dec.  5,  1869. 

• 

From  Asher  Taylor — Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  1869. 

The  First  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  National  Guard. 
From  John  M.  Burnet—The  Deaf  Mutes  Friend.     Vol.  1,  1869. 
From  David  Ripley — New  Jersey  Reform  School  Reports.  2  to  5  inclusive. 
From  J.  A.  Anderson — Maps  of  the  Rail  Roads  of  New  Jersey,  and  part 

of  the  adjoining  States.     1869. 
From  Henry  N.  Beach — An  Introductory  Lecture  to  a  Course  of  Law 

Lectures,  delivered  Nov.  17,  1794.     By  James  Kent. 
From  Daniel  Dod — A  Key  to  Dilworth's  Arithmetic,  First  Edition,  1812. 
The  Calcutta  Annual  Directory  and  Calendar,  for  1811. 
A  Comprehensive  Atlas,  Geographical,  Historical,  and  Commercial. 
By  T.  G.  Bradford. 

A  complete  Hand-Book  of  the  Coins  and  Banking  System  of  all 
Countries  and  Places  of  Traffic  on  the  Globe.     By  Christian  Nobach, 
Director  of  the  Commercial  College,  at  Erfurt,  Rudolstadt,  1833. 
From  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone— Twenty  Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry 

at  large  in  the  City  of  Providence.     Jan.  23, 1870. 
From   Gen.  E.  A.   Carman— Map  and  History  of   Antietem  National 
Cemetery,  including  a  Descriptive  List  of  all  the  Loyal  Soldiers  Buri- 
ed therein,  together  with  the  Ceremonies  and  Address  on  the  occasion 

"  O 

of  the  Dedication  of  the  ground,  Sept.  17,  1867. 

From  Joseph  N.  TuttU—kn  Engraved  Portrait  of  Daniel  Webster,  Fram- 
ed and  Glazed. 
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From  Rev.  George  Hale— (Through  Dr.  John  F.  Ward.) 

Proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  held  at  New  Brunswick,  for 
The  trial  of  Major  General  Lee,  July  4,  1778.  Printed,  Philadelphia, 
by  John  Dunlap,  1778. 

From  Gen.  J.  Watts  de  Peystcr — History   of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve 
Corps,  Compiled  from  official  Reports.     By  J.  R.  Sypher,  Esq.,    1865. 

The  United  States  during  the  War.  By  Auguste  Laugel,  London 
18G6. 

Conduct  of  the  War.     Supplement.    Parts  1  and  2. 

Re-union  of  Post  Phil.  Kearny,  No.  8,  G  A.  R.,  at  Irving  Hall, 
March  25,  18G8. 

The  Colors  of  the  U.  S.  first  raised  over  the  Capitol  of  the  Confede- 
rate States,  April  3,  1865. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  Jan. 
31,  1868.  3  Vols. 

Report  of  the  Movements,  Services,  and  Discipline  of  the  "Ulster 
Guard,"  for  '02,  '63  and  '64, 

The  Blue  Coats,  and  how  they  lived,  fought  and  died  for  the  Union. 

Quatre  ans  de  Champagnes  a  L' Annie  de  Potomac,  par  Regis  dc 
Trobriand,  Ex-Maj.  Gen.,  &c.  Paris,  1868.  2  Vols. 

Hitchcock's  Chronological  Record  of  the  American  War,  from  Nov. 
8,  1860  to  June  3,  1865. 

The  Military  Gazette,  Vol.  II,  Jan.  1  to  Dec.  15,  1859. 

Expedition  of  the  British  and  Provincial  Army  under  Maj.  Gen. 
Amherst,  against  Ticondcroga  and  Crown  Point,  in  1759. 

Exodus  of  the  Western  Nations.  By  Viscount  Bury,  M.  P.,  London, 
1865.  2  Vols. 

The  History  of  the  Life  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden, 
surnamed  the  Great.  By  Rev.  Walter  Harte,  M.  A.,  London,  1859. 
2  Vols. 

The  Lives  of  the  Popes,  from  the  time  of  our  Saviour  to  the  Reign 
of  Sixtus  IV.  By  Baptista  Platina.  Translated  into  English,  and 
continued  from  1471  to  the  present  time.  By  Sir  Paul  Bycaut,  Kt. 
2d  Edition.  London,  1868. 

The  Shipwreck  and  Adventures  of  Mons.  Pierre  Viaud,  London,  17C1 . 

Lives  of  the  Princesses  of  England,  from  the  Norman  Conquest.  By 
Mary  Ann  Everett  Green.  5  Vols. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  for  1861.  By 
D.  T.  Valentine. 
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Onward.  A  Magazine,  conducted  by  Capt.  Mayne  Reed.  Vols.  1 
and  II. 

Memoir  of  Kip  Van  Dam.  The  Culture  demanded  by  the  Age. 
The  Moral  and  Intellectual  Influence  of  Libraries  upon  Social  Pro- 
gress. By  Fred,  de  Peyster,  President  of  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety. 

Julius  Ctcsar ;  Did  he  cross  the  Channel  '>  Reviewed  by  John 
Wainwright 

Manual  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Catalogue  of  Books  in  the  Library  of  the  N.  Y.  Historical  Society, 
presented  by  Gen.  J.  "W.  de  Peyster. 

From    Charles    Cothern — Reuiisnicences  of   Old  Gloucester.      By  Isaac 
Mickle. 

An  Historical  Discourse  at  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Buttle 
of  Lake  George,  1755.  By  Courtlandt  Van  Rensselaer. 

E.  Armstrong's  Address  at  Chester,  before  the  Historical  Society  of 
Pennsylvania,  Nov.  8,  1851,  and  W.  II.  Reed's  Address,  Jan.  28,  1848. 

Journal  of  Isaac  Senter,  Physician  and  Surgeon,  in  Arnold's  Expedi- 
tion against  Quebec,  in  Sept.  1775. 

Proceedings  of  the  New  York  Hist.  Society,  Jan.,  April,  1848,  Feb. 
1S49.  June,  1847,  Jan.  1849. 

Reports  of  Trustees  of  the  Astor  Library,  from  1851  to  1862,  inclu- 
sive. 

Incidents  of  the  Early  History  of  Carlisle,  Pa.,  with  a  notice  of  its 
present  condition,  its  Charter,  and  Ordinances,  1841. 

Minutes  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  the  Synods  of  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  and  from  the  Association  of  Connecticut,  held 
annually  from  1766  to  1775,  inclusive.  Printed  1843. 

u  Remember  the  Days  of  Old."  The  Last  Sermon  preached  in  the 
Old  Presbyterian  Church,  Westfield,  N.  J.,  Jan.  26,  1862.  By  Rev.  E. 
B.  Edgar.  Pastor. 

Historical  Record  of  the  Church  of  the  Forks  of  Braudywinc, 
Pa.,  from  1735  to  1849.  By  Rev.  J.  N.  C.  Grier,  D.D.,  Pastor. 

The  Origin  and  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  New  London, 
Pa.  By  Robert  P.  Dubois,  Pastor,  1845. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mercersburg,  Pa.  By  Thomas 
Crcigh,  1846. 

Gleanings  for  the  History  of  the  Prot.  Ref.  Dutch  Church  of  Har- 
lingcn,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.  By  C.  C.  Hoagland,  1847. 

Facts  connects  with  the  Early  Settlement  and  Growth  of  Mount 
i) 
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Morris.     A  Dedication  Discourse,  Feb.  1855.     By  Rev.  D.  Cbichester. 

History  of  the  Cedar  Grove  Presbyterian  Church,  of  East  End 
Township,  Pa.  By  Rev.  John  Learnan,  M.  D.,  1853. 

Historical  Account  af  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Newburyport, 
Mass.,  1826.  By  Samuel  P.  Williams,  Pastor. 

A  Discourse  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Ncwbnryporfc,  Nov. 
19,  1844,  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the  Author's  Ordination.  By  Daniel 
Dana,  D.D.,  Pastor  2d  Presb.  Church. 

A  Historical  Discourse,  Jan.  7,  1846,  at  the  First  Centennial  Cele- 
bration of  the  Organization  of  First  Presb.  Church,  Newburyport. 
By  Jonathan  F.  Stearns,  Pastor. 

Proceedings  on  the  account  of  the  One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of 
the  ordination  of  Rev.  Joseph  Lathrop,  D.D.,  West  Springfield,  Mass., 
183G 

Apostolic  Magnanimity.  A  Sermon  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Win. 
Williams  July  5,  1821.  By  S.  P.  Williams,  Pastor  First  Presb. 
Church,  in  Newburyport, 

The  Fathers  and  the  Children.  Two  Sermons,  Fast  Day,  April  6, 
1848,  in  2d  Presb.  Church,  Newburyport.  By  W.  W.  Eells. 

A  Sermon  addressed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Londondery,  April  30, 
1851.  By  Danniel  Dana,  D.D. 

Rev  Mr.  Withington's  Sermon  for  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary 
of  the  standing  of  the  First  Church  in  Newbury,  on  its  present  site. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Burning  of  the  Theatre  in  the  City  of  Richmond, 
Dec.  1811.  By  A.  Alexander. 

Records  of  the  Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Murray,  Late  Minister  of  the 
Reconciliation.  Written  by  himself,  Boston,  1816. 

Universal  Salvation,  a  very  ancient  doctrine ;  with  some  account  of 
its  author,  Gen.  3  :  4.  Printed  by  Cornelius  Davis,  1810. 

An  abstract  of  the  Evidence  taken  in  the  House  of  Commons  against 
the  orders  in  Council,  1812. 

Serious  Considerations.  A  Pamphlet  against  the  Election  of  JeSer- 
son  to  the  Presidency. 

Confession  of  Faith,  Catechism,  &c.,  of  Public  Authority  in  the 
iu  the  Church  of  Scotland,  Edinburgh,  1793. 

The  Psalms  of  David,  Hymns  and  Spiritual  Songs,  Heidelbergh 
Catechism,  Confession  of  Faith,  &c.,  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the 
Netherlands,  New  York.  1789. 

Psalms  of  Watt,  with  his  Preface,  Dec.  1,  1718,  with  tunes  in  the 
Tenor  Part,  fitted  to  the  several  Metres.  13th  Edition. 
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The  Psalms  of  David,  with  the  Ten  Commandments,  Creed,  Lord's 
Prayer,  &c.,  in  Metre ;  also  the  Confession  of  Faith,  Liturgy,  &c. 
Translated  from  the  Dutch,  for  the  use  of  the  Prot.  Reformed  Dutch 
Church,  City  of  New  York.  1767. 

The  Trials  of  the  Murderers  of  Richard  Jennings,  held  in  Goshen, 
X.  Y.,  1819. 

Nath.  Scudders  Letters  to  his  son  Joseph,  at  the  War  Office,  Phil  a., 
1T78  and  1780.  Dated  at  Freehold,  York  Town  and  Hides  Town. 

The  First  Draft  of  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey.     M.  S. 

Thomas  Payne,  Address  to  the  Citizens  at  a  Democratic  Meeting  at 
Bordentown,  June  29,  1803.  Broad  Sheet. 

Arguments  on  the  Divinity  of  Christ,  and  the  necessity  of  his 
Atonement.  By  Samuel  Drew. 

A  Defence  of  the  Christian  Revelation  in  two  very  important  points. 
By  Gilbert  West,  and  George  Lyttleton.  1748.  A  Gift  from  the  So- 
ciety for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts,  to  Duncan  Rob- 
ertson, Feb.  4,  1854. 

New  Jersey  Almanacs,  from  1780  to  1847.     25. 

Recommendations  to  the  several  States  by  Congress,  April  18, 1780, 
on  the  Finances. 

A  Sermon  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Alexandria,  May  9,  1798,  a 
General  Fast  Day.  By  Rev.  De  James  Muir.  Published  by  Wm. 
Cobbett, 

Reminiscences  of  the  Early  Presbyterians  of  West  Jersey,  in  a  Series 
of  Letters.  Newspaper.  Sept.  3,  1850. 
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The  first  half  of  this  century,  was  marked  by  no  event  more  impor- 
tant in  its  results,  to  the  region  of  country  of  which  Rockaway,  Morris 
Co.,  is  the  centre,  than  the  entrance  of  the  Rev.  Barnabas  King  upon 
his  duties  as  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  town  ;  the 
moral  force  he  exerted  effecting  an  entire  change  in  the  character  of  the 
people  coming  within  the  sphere  of  his  influence.  Under  a  conviction 
that  many  members  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  will  be 
pleased  to  have  in  a  permanent  form  some  memorial  of  a  life  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  local  history  of  a  portion  of  the  State  of 
which,  comparatively,  little  is  known,  this  biief  narrative  is  submitted 
for  their  acceptance. 

Mr.  King  was  a  native  of  New  Marl  borough,  Mass.,  born  June  2d, 
1780.  He  graduated  at  Williams  College,  September  5th,  1704,  and  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Berkeshire  Association  sometime  during  the 
autumn  of  1805.  On  the  24th  of  December,  1805,  he  first  touched  the 
soil  of  New  Jersey,  and  soon  began  to  preach  at  Sparta,  in  Sussex 
County,  and  also  occasionally  at  Berkeshire  Valley  and  Rockaway,  in 
Morris  County,  his  first  sermon  in  the  latter  place  having  been  preached 
on  Friday  evening,  January  24th,  1806,  at  a  private  house,  on  the  text, 
"  To  every  thing  there  is  a  season,  and  a  time  to  every  purpose  under 
the  heavens."  (Eccles.  3  :  1.)  Occasionally  during  that  year  he  supplied 
the  Rockaway  pulpit,  but  in  October,  1807,  he  made  an  agreement  to 
supply  that  pulpit  and  the  one  at  Sparta  on  alternate  Sabbaths.  His  labors 
were  so  acceptable  that  on  the  25th  of  September,  1808,  he  was  called 
to  be  pastor  of  the  church  at  Rockaway,  the  call  being  signed  and  at- 
tested by  the  Rev.  James  Richards,  D.D.,  of  Morristown,  as  Moderator 
of  the  Parish  Meeting.  On  the  27th  of  December,  1808,  he  was  or- 
dained and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  by  the  Presbytery  of  New 
York.  The  services  took  place  in  the  old  church,  which  was  not  as 
comfortable  as  many  a  modern  barn,  and  which  had  no  stove  to  warm 
it.  Among  the  great  men  who  were  present  were  Drs.  Griffin,  Hillyer, 
Richards,  John  McDowell,  P«rrine,  the  Rev.  Aaron  Condit  and  others. 
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Dr.  McDowell,  of  Elizabeth,  then  IP.  the  third  year  of  his  ministry, 
preached  the  sermon  from  the  words  "  These  things  saith  he  that  hold- 
eth  the  seven  stars  in  his  right  hand."  (Rev.  2 : 1.)  Dr.  Perrine,  then  the 
pastor  of  the  Bottle  Hill  Church,  as  Madison  was  called,  and  afterwards 
the  associate  of  Dr.  Richards  in  the  Auburn  Theological  Seminary, 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  Pastor.  As  a  mark  of  the  times,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  services  were  held  in  that  rude  and  uncomfortable 
church  on  a  very  cold  day,  they  were  begun  with  a  congregational 
prayer  meeting  at  ten  o'clock,  and  continued  until  three  in  the  after- 
noon. There  is  no  tradition  of  a  single  complaint,  either  by  the  clergy- 
men or  people,  although  it  is  said  that  the  young  pastor  was  so  thorough- 
ly chilled  that  when  seated  at  the  dinner  table  it  was  shaken  by  his 
trembling.  It  may  be  added  that  it  was  several  times  remarked  by  the 
strong  men  of  that  Presbytery  there  assembled,  that  "  there  was  no 
prospect  that  the  young  pastor  could  live  over  two  years."  And  yet  he 
survived  every  man  who  helped  to  ordain  him,  unless  Dr.  McDowell  be 
the  exception.  His  parish  included  a  circle  of  territory  whose  diameter 
was  ten  or  twelve  miles.  In  that  territory,  for  several  years,  he  was  the 
sole  minister,  and  he  visited  with  the  utmost  regularity  every  family, 
and  in  addition,  held  such  frequent  public  services  in  the  church,  the 
school  house  or  private  house,  as  often  to  amount  for  weeks  together  to 
ten  each  week.  These  abundant  labors,  accomplished  by  the  most  rigid 
adherence  to  rule  in  regard  to  his  health,  studies  and  time,  were  attend- 
ed with  extraordinary  success.  The  growth  of  the  church  was  great, 
and  with  that  there  was  a  marvelous  change  in  society.  Schools  sprang 
up,  some  young  men  sought  the  culture  of  the  College,  business  grew 
apace,  the  wealth  of  the  mines  was  discovered  and  appreciated,  and  the 
refinements  of  an  elegant  social  life  increased.  In  1848,  Dr.  King 
preached  his  fortieth  anniversary  sermon,  whicli  was  published,  and  a 
copy  of  it  was  placed  among  the  pamphlets  of  the  Society.  The  great- 
ness and  value  of  the  good  man's  labors  are  related  in  that  discourse, 
with  far  too  much  modesty,  in  view  of  the  results  flowing  from  his  resi- 
dence in  the  State.  In  December,  1858,  he  pronounced  his  forty-fifth 
anniversary  discourse,  which  he  was  unwilling  to  publish.  Its  felicitous 
text  consisted  in  these  words,  "  And  now  behold  the  Lord  hath  kept  me 
alive,  as  he  said,  these  forty  and  five  years,  ever  since  the  Lord  spake  this 
word  unto  Moses,  while  the  children  of  Israel  wandered  in  the  wilder- 
ness," (Joshua  14:10.)  At  its  close,  the  honored  man  invited  his  people 
to  sing  that  noble  lyric. 
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"  God  of  my  childhood  and  my  youth, 

The  guide  of  all  my  days, 
I  have  declared  thy  heavenly  truth, 

And  told  thy  wondrous  ways. 
Wilt  thou  forsake  my  hoary  hairs, 

And  leave  my  fainting  heart  ? 
Who  shall  sustain  my  sinking  years, 

If  God  my  strength  depart  ?  «&c." 

(Watts'  Psalms,  71st,  Sd'p.  C.  M.) 

It  was  an  occasion  that  was  both  rare  and  grand,  and  one  that  re- 
flected the  highest  honor  both  on  the  pastor  and  his  people.  On  the 
24th  of  December,  1854,  Dr.  King  again  preached  an  anniversary  sermon, 
being  the  forty-sixth  of  his  pastorate,  and  the  forty-ninth  of  his  minis- 
try in  the  one  church,  since  he  preached  his  first  discourse  an  Rockaway 
on  the  24th  of  January,  1806.*  The  text  in  the  circumstances  was  very 
thrilling.  ''  The  night  is  far  spent,  the  day  is  at  hand.'"1  (liom.  13:12,) 
This  discourse  contained  many  pleasant  reminiscences,  but  its  author 
was  unwilling  to  give  it  to  the  press. 

00  I 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1858,  the  Session  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Rockaway  adopted  a  minute  and  directed  a  copy  of  it  to  be 
sent  to  Dr.  King,  its  senior  pastor,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  his  installation,  as  the  pastor  of  the  church,  was  at  hand. 
In  this  minute  the  Session  speak  in  terms  expressive  of  gratitude  to 
God  for  sending  such  a  faithful  man  to  be  their  pastor,  and  for  the  . 
abundant  results  of  his  ministry.  Its  second  and  third  resolutions  are 
in  these  words :  "  Resolved  2d,  That  we  congratulate  our  venerable 
Pastor  on  the  approach  of  so  interesting  an  anniversary,  and  that  we 
earnestly  desire  him  on  the  Lord's  Day  previous  to  that  occasion  to 
preach  a  memorial  sermon  of  his  ministry  among  this  people.  Resolved 
3d,  That  we  fervently  pray  God  to  continue  our  beloved  Pastor  to  us 
many  years  more,  and  that  his  latter  days  may  be  blessed  with  rich  and 
numerous  proofs  of  the  Lord's  faithfulness  and  love."  In  accordance 
with  this  request  the  venerable  man  preached  his  fiftieth  anniversary 
sermon,  from  the  words  "  The  Lord  hath  blessed  thee  since  my  coming," 
(Gen.  30:30.)t  The  sermon  Avas  not  given  to  the  press,  but  was  heard 

•  ••;•.••<. 
*  Entered  in  the  old  Rockaway  Trustee  Book.^^ 

t  By  a  pleasant  coincidence,  too  marked  to  be  neglected,  that  very  year  waa  the 
one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  Church's  organization.  Thus  two  interesting 
facts  were  associated  in  the  same  services.  A  series  of  discourses  was  conse- 
quently prepared  by  the  Junior  Pastor,  the  author  of  this  sketch,  the  first  of 
which  was  delivered  on  the  evening  of  the  day  that  Dr.  King  preached  his  fiftieth 
anniversary  sermon.  These  circumstances  furnished,  in  fact,  the  substance  of 
the  paper  on  "  The  early  history  of  Morris  County,"  submitted  to  the  Society  in 
May,  18G9. 
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with  profound  interest  by  the  large  audience  that  crowded  the  old 
church. 

Let  it  be  added  that  Dr.  King  was  spared  to  his  people  more  than 
three  years  after  the  occasion  just  referred  to.  He  sometimes  preached, 
but  oftener  exhorted  and  always  with  acceptance.  His  mental  faculties 
remained  unimpaired,  and  his  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  his 
friends,  the  church  and  the  country,  was  as  warm  as  in  early  manhood. 
The  Monday  night  the  news  of  the  Bull  Run  disaster  gave  such  horrible 
unrest  to  vast  multitudes  in  the  loyal  States,  was  spent  by  him  in  sleep 
as  trustful  and  sweet  as  an  infant ;  and  he  said  "  Children,  it  cost  us 
seven  years  of  dreadful  war  to  give  us  a  nation  ;  it  will  cost  us  years  of 
more  dreadful  war  to  save  that  nation;  but  you  need  not  fear  as  if  it 
were  not  to  be  saved.  It  shall  live  and  not  die." 

In  the  spring  of  1862  it  was  thought  best  by  himself  that  he  tender 
his  resignstion  formerly  to  the  parish,  but  his  faithful  people  to  their 
honor  refused  to  receive  it,  professing  to  him  an  unabated  attachment. 
He  had  now  been  in  that  relation  fifty-three  years  and  several  months. 
On  the  second  Sabbath  in  March,  1862,  he  had  performed  his  last  offic- 
ial act  in  public,  with  a  singular  fitness,  it  being  on  the  occasion  of  his 
last  communion  with  the  church,  at  the  close  of  which  he  stretched 
forth  his  hands  and  with  such  pathos  and  beauty  pronounced  the  apos- 
tolical benediction  recorded  in  the  thirteenth  chapter  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews,  twentieth  and  twenty-first  verses,  that  many  were  moved 
to  tears,  and  some  even  said  they  had  never  heard  the  words  before  ! 
More  than  fifty -six  years  before  he  had  preached  for  the  first  time  in  tbat 
congregation,  and  more  than  fifty-four  years — from  October  1807 — he 
had  been  preaching  there  regularly,  and  lacked  only  less  than  a  year  of 
being  their  pastor  during  that  long  period,  during  that  time  he  minis- 
tered in  several  instances  to  five  generations  of  the  same  family,  and  in 
one  case  to  six  generations.  *  His  honorable  career  was  drawing  to  its 


"•  \Yheii  Dr.  King  began  to  preach  in  Rockaway,  he  boarded  in  the  family  of 
Moses  Tuttle,  Esq.,  the  sixth  child  and  lifth  sou  of  Colonel  Joseph  Tuttlc,  of 
Hanover,  and  his  wife  Abigail  Ogdcn.  Col.  Tuttlc  and  his  brother  Timothy  set- 
tled in  Hanover,  in  Morris  County,  about  1733  or  4.  Col.  T's  second  wife  was 
Abigail  Nutinan,  a  sister  of  the  Rev.  James  Nutmau,  the  second  pastor  of  the 
Hanover  church.  Their  son,  the  Rev.  James  Tuttlc,  was  the  first  pastor  of  the 
churches  at  Rockaway  and  Parcippany.  Dr.  King  was  the  pastor  of  Moses  Tttttte ; 
of  the  daughter  of  Moses,  JL-*.  Hannah  Hoff,  widow  of  Charles  Hoff;  of  her 
daughter  Mrs.  Jane  Beach,  widow  of  Col.  Samuel  Scrrin  Beach;  of  hcr.daughter 
Mrs.  Ddla  Hazzard,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Silas  II.  Hazzard ;  and  he  Jived  to  see 
Mrs.  Hazzard's  dc.wjhter  and  (jrand  child  on  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Beach,  the  venerable 
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close ;  not  a  dog  wagged  his  tongue  against  him ;  the  entire  commu- 
nity regarded  him  with  unabated  veneration ;  and  now  he  placed  on 
such  a  public  career  the  beautiful  crowning  act  of  that  benediction. 

People  are  wont  to  note  coincidences,  and  it  was  noted  as  singular  that 
the  very  day  that  Dr.  King's  resignation  was  laid  before  the  parish,  and 
declined  as  already  stated,  he  became  ill,  and  after  a  sickness  of  several 
day s  he  passed  from  earth  as  peacefully  as  a  little  child  passes  into 
sleep.  He  rested  from  his  labors  on  the  10th  of  April,  1862,  and  on  the 
13th  his  remains  were  consigned  to  the  grave,  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
concourse  of  people  as  was  never  before  gathered  in  that  old  yard.  At 
his  own  request  the  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  his  colleague  in  the 
pastorate  of  the  church,  who  selected  for  his  text  on  the  occasion  the 
words  "  By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am ;  and  his  grace  which 
was  bestowed  upon  me  was  not  in  vain ;  but  I  labored  more  abundantly 
than  they  all ;  yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with  me." 
(1  Cor.  15:10.)  This  discourse  was  published,  and  is  among  the  Society's 
pamphlets. 

In  his  able  and  interesting  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Dr. 
Gillett  thus  describes  Dr.  King,  of  Roekaway,  in  language  which  does 
not  seem  extravagant  to  those  who  knew  him.  "  Frail  and  feeble  in 
appearance,  and  supposed  by  all  to  be  consumptive,  he  was  spared  to 
the  discharge  of  a  long  and  useful  pastorate.  *  *  *  *  But  while 
faithful  to  his  special  charge,  he  did  not  neglect  the  missionary  field 
around  him.  With  the  best  men  of  the  Jersey  Presbytery  he  bore  his 
full  share  in  itinerant  evangelization,  going  from  Powles  Hook  to  the 
Delaware,  to  tell  the  destitute  of  Christ.  The  monuments  of  his  success 
were  scattered  around  him  far  and  near.  One  of  the  most  eminent  of 
his  co temporaries — the  Rev.  Albert  Barnes — remarked  that  he  knew  'of 
no  minister  whose  walk  and  labor  and  success  had  been  so  admirable  as 
those  of  Mr.  King  of  Rockaway.'  His  great  ambition  was  to  win  souls. 
His  one  book  was  the  Bible.  As  a  preacher,  he-was  simple  and  scriptural ; 
aud  his  whole  course  was  characterized  by  good  sense,  consummate 


great-grandmother,  who  is  still  living  !  Making  six  generations  of  one  family 
who  lived  in  the  period  of  his  ministry.  The  late  Matthias  Kitchel,  Esq.,  also 
married  Caroline  J3cach,  the  great-granddaughter  of  Moses  Tuttlc,  and  Dr.  King 
lived  to  see  her  grand  children.  He  ministered  to  five  generations  of  Captain 
Stephen  Jackson's  family,  viz  :  Capt.  Stephen  Jackson,  his  son  Col.  Joseph  Jack- 
son, his  daughter  Mrs.  Sarah  Dubois  Halsey,  and  her  children  and  grand  children. 
The  same  was  true  in  other  instances.  The  whole  constitutes  a  singular  and 
perhaps  not  very  easily  paralleled  statement  of  permanence  and  longevity  in  his 
pastoral  office. 
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judgment,  earnestness  of  purpose  and  devotion  to  his  work.  Useful- 
ness he  preferred  to  eloquence  or  learning.  Yet  his  utterance  was  always 
manly,  and.  at  times  fervent.  One  of  his  most  critical  hearers  remarked 
'  that  he  never  said  a  foolish  thing.'  Amid  fragrant  memories  and  the 
rich  harvests  of  the  usefulness  he  coveted,  he  descended  to  the  grave  in 
a  ripe  and  beautiful  old.  age  The  wrinkles  of  more  than  fourscore 
years  were  on  his  brow,  but  there  were  no  wrinkles  on  his  heart.  His 
closing  hours  were  marked  by  peace  and  cheerful  hope,  and  when  called 
to  depart  he  was  ready  for  the  summons/'  He  lacked  only  two  months 
of  being  eighty-two  years  of  age. 

*  History  of  Pres.  Church,  I  559-61. 
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KECEIVKD  FROM  MR.  E.  IT.  FINCH,  OP  RED  BANK,  N.  J. 
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The  REV.  DANIEL,  VEACH  MCLEAN,  died  at  Red  Bank,  on  Tuesday 
night,  Dec.  23d,  I860.  He  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
Nov.  24th,  1801.  His  early  life  was  spent  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  where 
he  attended  the  State  University,  graduating  therefrom  in  1824.  After 
teaching  for  about  three  years  at  Greencastle  and  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
he  entered  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  when  being  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Carlisle,  he 
assumed  pastoral  charge  of  the  First  Church  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  two  year?. 

He  was  called  thence  to  the  Old  Tennant  Church,  in  this  County, 
where  he  ministered  four  years,  during  which  time  he  organized  the  vil- 
lage Church  at  Freehold,  and  became  its  first  pastor.  Here  he  remained 
through  a  successful  and  very  acceptable  ministry  of  fifteen  years;  re- 
signing in  1850  to  assume  the  responsible  trust  of  the  Presklency  of 
LaFayette  College  at  Easton,  Pa.  To  his  untiring  energy  and  devotion 
during  the  six  years  of  his  control,  more  than  to  any  other  cause,  that 
Institution  owes  its  present  prosperous  condition  ;  its  affairs  being  at  that 
time  in  a  very  discouraging  state.  He  resigned  there  to  go  to  Europe, 
where  he  spent  the  greater  part  of  four  years.  At  that  time  the  charter 
of  our  Raritan  &  Delaware  Bay  R.  R.  was  obtained,  and  the  Torreys, 
with  little  or  no  capital,  were  making  great  efforts  to  prosecute  the 
work.  Unsuccessful  at  home,  Mr.  "William  Torrey,  Sr.,  had  gone  to 
London  to  try  to  interest  foreign  capital  in  our  behalf,  and  failing  in  his 
efforts,  was  about  to  leave  there  for  home,  thoroughly  disheartened, 
when  he  met  Dr.  McLean,  who  persuaded  him  to  wait  a  little  longer, 
Avhile  he  interested  himself  in  the  work.  The  result  was  he  induced  a 
wealthy  banker  to  enlist  in  the  enterprise,  with  whose  money  it  was 
given  life.  The  Doctor  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  watching  the 
road,  he  aided  so  powerfully,  in  its  graduations  of  progress  toward  a  firm 
and  paying  basis. 
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Returning  to  this  country,  he  accepted  a  call  to  the  1st  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  where  he  remained  but  a  year ;  receiving 
and  accepting  a  call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  this 
place. 

On  taking  charge  here,  he  found  a  small  membership  struggling  under 
a  heavy  church  debt  and  with  no  parsonage  building.  After  six  years 
hard  work,  his  death  finds  the  church  with  a  largely  increased  member- 
ship ;  with  no  church  debt ;  a  fine  organ  and  a  handsome  Parsonage 
witli  very  little  debt  upon  it. 

As  a  man  among  men,  he  was  genial  and  sociable  in  his  nature,  pos- 
sessing a  kind  heart  and.  without  any  of  those  eccentricities  of  charac- 
ter, so  common  among  men  of  mark — dignified,  yet  not  morose,  he  car- 
ried his  ministerial  character  wherever  he  went,  and  was  in  all  respects 
a  Christian  gentleman. 

As  a  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  he  excelled,  possessing  talent  peculiarly 
fitting  him  for  his  work. 

The  education  and  training  of  early  life,  the  natural  force  of  his 
character,  his  keen  observation  of  men  and  things,  his  long  and  ripe  ex- 
perience, the  zeal  and  energy  with  which  he  prosecuted  it,  with  a  nat- 
ural love  for  his  work  (as  he  often  expressed  it,)  stamped  him  as  a 
preacher  of  no  ordinary  ability  and  power.  His  discourses  were  plain, 
pungent,  forcible  and  earnest,  full  of  Christ  and  his  sinner. 

His  power  as  a  preacher  has  been  felt  in  both  hemispheres.  During 
the  four  years  he  was  in  Europe,  he  preached  in  most  of  the  noted  Lon- 
don pulpits  of  that  time,  and  has  since  kept  up  an  extensive  and  unin- 
terrupted correspondence  with  many  whose  friendship  he  then  secured, 
and  whose  high  esteem  he  has  since  enjoyed.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  in  this  County  alone,  he  has  been  a  vigorous  and  earnest  preacher 
of  the  truth. 

As  a  pastor,  the  caro  of  the  church  was  a  burden  of  his  life.  His 
zeal  for  the  spiritual  prosperity  of  his  people  was  often  excessive.  Those 
who  knew  him  best  often  witnessed  his  dejection  and  sadness  when  the 
wavs  of  Zion  seemed  to  mourn  in  the  declension  of  the  graces  of  his 
people.  ,2i[)  vlJp  .7B9I 

In  his  death,  the  community  sustain  a  loss,  but  the  church  a  far 
greater  one.  Six  short  years  of  active  service  and  labor  have  endeared 
him  to  the  hearts  of  his  sorrowing  people  who  mourn  his  loss.  In  losing 
him  they  have  lost  a  faithful  friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  a  Pastor  and 
Shepherd,  a  bold  and  intrepid  leader,  a  faithful  watchman  from  the 
walls  of  Zion. 
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ANDREW    KIRKPATRICK, 

CHIEF  JUSTICE  OP   NEW   JERSEY. 


ANDREW  KIRKPATRICK,  a  Jurist  and  a  Judge  of  New  Jersey,  whose 
name  will  always  be  conspicuous  in  the  annals  of  his  native  State,  was 
descended  from  Scottish  ancestors,  who,  notwithstanding  they  were 
strict  Presbyterians,  were  nevertheless  actively  and  patriotically  en- 
gaged under  the  Earl  of  Mar,  in  the  rebellion  of  1715,  in  favor  of  Prince 
Charles  Edward,  the  young  pretender  to  the  throne  of  Gre^,t  Britain. 
They  afterwards  availed  themselves  of  the  clemency  of  the  Government, 
which  was  satisfied  with  exacting  no  higher  penalty  at  that  time  than 
expatriation,  a  penalty  however  felt  more  keenly  by  the  Scotch,  with 
their  never-dying  love  for  their  native  land,  than  it  would  have  been  by 
the  people  of  other  countries.  Alexander,  the  grandfather  of  Judge 
Kirkpatrick,  accompanied  by  his  family,  turned  his  back  sorrowfully 
npon  bonny  Scotland,  singing  as  he  departed,  Allan  Ramsay's  sad  fare- 
well song  of-^- 

"  Locharber  no  more,  Locharber  no  more, 
"We'll  may  be  return  to  Locharber  no  more."— 

and  migrated  to  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  they  remained  for  a  few  yeais, 
and  then  in  the  spring  of  1736,  sailed  for  America.  After  a  stormy 
voyage  of  thirteen  weeks,  the  vessel  reached  New  Castle,  Delaware,  the 
passengers  aud  crew  being  nearly  starved,  by  reason  of  the  unexpected 
length  of  the  passage.  David,  the  son  of  Alexander,  who  was  then 
twelve  years  of  age,  speaking  of  this  to  a  grandson  in  after  years,  said  ; 
"  The  first  thing  I  eat  after  I  got  ashore  was  corn,  in  the  state  we  call 
roasting  ears,  and  without  roasting  or  boiling.  I  ate  it  till  the  milk  of 
the  corn  ran  down  both  sides  of  my  mouth,  and  I  have  never  eaten  any- 
thing since  that  tasted  sweeter." 

The  Kirkpatricks  crossed  the  Delaware  at  Philadelphia,  and  wandered 
up  through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  which  was  partially  settled,  till 
they  reached  Bound  Brook,  and  from  that  they  went  over  the  mountain, 
Coming  to  a  spring  of  water,  at  what  has  since  been  called  "  Mine 
Brook,"  they  halted,  built  a  log  house,  and  began  the  business  of  farm- 
ing. The  spot  was  well  chosen,  about  two  miles  west  of  the  present 
site  of  Rasking-ridge,  in  Somerset  County. 
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It  embraces  the  southern  slope  of  Round  Mountain,  in  a  well  wooded 
region,  with  unfailing  springs  of  pure  water,  rich  meadow  land  through 
which  Mine  Brook  ran,  with  sufficient  fall  of  water  for  a  mill  seat,  and 
with  these  material  advantages  a  most  charming  and  picturesque  view 
of  the  adjacent  country.  The  material  advantages  and  lovely  prospect, 
however,  had  less  influence  on  the  decision  of  Alexander  Kirkpatrick  to 
settle  where  he  did,  than  the  circumstance  of  its  proximity  to  a  minister 
who  preached  the  word  of  truth  to  his  perfect  satisfaction.  He  thought 
less  of  his  daily  food  than  he  did  of  good  preaching  and  exposition  of 
the  Scripture,  as  set  forth  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lamb,  in  the  old  log 
church,  erected  by  a  small  band  of  Scotch  Presbyterians,  who  settled  at 
Basking  Ridge  early  in  the  eighteenth  century.  Alexander  Kirkpatrick 
died  in  1758,  having  lived  under  seven  different  reigns  of  Great  Britain, 
Charles  the  Second,  James  the  Second,  William  and  Mary,  William 
Anne,  George  the  First  and  George  the  Second.  The  spring  of  water  is 
still  there,  marking  the  site  of  the  original  log  house,  and  until  within 
a  few  years  could  be  seen  the  remains  of  apple  trees  planted  by  Alex- 
ander Kirkpatrick  and  his  three  sons.  This  improvement  many  of  the 
proprietory  leases  required.  In  a  lease  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
acres,  which  was  but  a  minor  portion  of  what  the  family  eventually  ob- 
tained by  title  and  fee  simple,  granted  Nov.  23,  1747,  to  Alexander 
Kirkpatrick,  he  ngrees  "  to  plant  an  orchard  of  at  least  one  apple  tree 
for  every  three  acres,  and  in  case  this  lease  shall  continue  beyond  three 
years,  then  to  plant  one  apple  tree  for  every  six  acres,  all  regular  in  an 
orchard,  and  to  keep  up  the  number  planted,  and  to  keep  the  orchard  in 
good  fence,"0,, 

David,  the  second  son  ot  Alexander,  was  born  in  Dumfriesshire,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1724,  and  married  Mary  McEwen,  a  native  of  Argyleshire, 
who  with  her  family  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  the  ship  in  which  the  Kirk- 
patricks  took  passage.  One  of  her  descendents  still  living,  remembers 
seeing  her  a  few  weeks  before  her  death,  which  took  place  at  Mine 
Brook,  November  2d,  1795,  and  also  remembers  how  tenderly  David, 
during  his  annual  visits  to  her  father,  the  Chief  Justice  would  take  her 
on  his  knee  and  say  in  his  broad  Scotch,  "  my  pretty  Mary,  my  pretty 
Mary,  may  you  but  fill  your  station  in  life  as  well  as  your  grandmother,  for 
whom  you  were  named,  did  her's,"  and  would  sing  to  her  and  her  sisters 
Francis  Sempell's  sweet  Scottish  song  of  Maggie  Lauder.  Her  husband's 
elder  brother  Andrew  inherited  the  homestead,  but  soon  after  the  death 
of  their  father,  sold  it  to  David,  and  remove  to  what  was  then  called 
"  the  Red  Stone  Country,"  in  other  words  to  Western  Pennsylvania* 
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where  his  descendants  still  reside.  David  was  a  rigid  Presbyterian  of 
the  John  Knox  School,  and  described  by  those  who  knew  him,  as  strong- 
ly resembling  another  David,  the  David  Deans  of  Scott's  "  Heart  of  Mid 
Lothian. "  Plain  and  simple  in  his  habits,  of  strict  integrity  and  ster- 
ling common  sense,  he  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  self-reliance.  Wo 
have  an  exponent  of  what  he  was  in  the  fine  substantial  stone  house 
which  he  built  at  Mine  Brook  one  hundred  and  five  years  ago,  with  its 
thick,  firm  walls  laid  in  mortar  almost  as  hard  now  as  the  gray  sand 
stone  itself,  and  with  floors  made  of  white  oak  inch  plank,  laid  double. 
The  old  stone  work  and  the  old  pointing,  look  nearly  as  fresh  as  on  the 
addition  recently  built  by  its  present  occupant.  With  proper  care,  the 
house  might  be  made  to  last  many  centuries.  On  a  stone  over  the  front 
door  (but  now  concealed  by  a  new  portico,)  are  chiselled  D.  31.  K.,  1765, 
the  three  initial  letters  standing  for  David  and  Mary  Kirkpatrick.  The 
father  of  Judge  Kirkpatrick  lived  to  enter  his  ninety-first  year,  educated 
with  a  view  to  his  entering  the  ministry  one  son  at  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  knew  of  at  least  six  grand-sons  who  were  liberally  educated,  and 
at  his  death  in  1814,  left  a  numerous  posterity  to  bless  his  memory.  Al- 
though he  lived  two  miles  from  the  church  at  Basking  Ridge,  he  always 
preferred  to  walk,  while  the  family  rode,  and  when  a  member  of  the 
Legislature,  although  he  would  commence  the  journey  on  horse-back,  he 
soon  dismounted  and  leading  his  horse  walked  the  remainder  of  the  way 
to  Trenton.  In  his  last  will  executed  thirteen  years  before  his  death,  ho 
says ;  "  I,  David  Kirkpatrick,  having  arrived  at  a  good  old  age,  and 
being  desirous  of  arranging  and  settling  my  worldly  affairs,  and  direct- 
ing how  the  property  wherewith  it  hath  pleased  God  to  reward  my 
labors,  should  be  disposed  of  after  my  death,  etc.,"  and  concludes,  "And 
now  having  disposed  of  all  my  worldly  concerns,  I  humbly  commit  my 
BOU!  to  God,  my  Heavenly  Father,  in  an  humble  hope  that  through  the 
intercession  of  Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  I  shall  be  raised 
again  at  the  last  day  in  glory  everlasting."  Both  as  to  the  great  con- 
cerns of  eternity  and  the  things  of  time,  he  seems  to  have  acted  in  the 
spirit  of  the  short  end  comprehensive  motto  of  the  Kirkpatricks,  so  well 
adapted  to  every  situation  and  condition  of  life — "  I  inak  sickee,"  "  I 
make  sure."  He  was  buried  in  a  coffin  made  from  the  wood  of  a  walnut, 
tree  planted  by  him  in  boyhood,  and  which  he  caused  to  be  cut  down  a 
few  years  before  his  death  and  kept  for  that  purpose.  Several  tables 
were  made  from  it  which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants, 
on  one  of  which  this  brief  memorial  was  written. 
Andrew,  the  third  son  of  David  Kirkpatrick  and  Man*  McEweii,  was- 
11 
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born  at  Mine  Brook,  February  17th,  1756,  and  spent  his  boyhood  in  the 
stone  house  already  described.     He  received  the  best  education  the 
times  afforded,  graduating  in  the  College  at  Princeton,  (an  institution 
which  has  sent  forth  many  illustrious  men,  including  his  friends  and 
cotemporaries,  James  Madison,  Richard  Stockton  and  John  Henry  11  o- 
bart),  in  1776  while  the  celebrated  Dr.  Witherspoon,  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  its  President.    There  were  in 
those  early  days  no  railroads  or  steamboats,  nor  even  stage  coaches  to 
carry  young  men  to  College,  and  young  Kirkpatrick,  like  the  majority 
of  the  students,  walked  to  and  fro  between  Mine  Brook  and  Princeton, 
carrying  his  home-made  and  home-spun  clothing  in  a  small  knapsack. 
The  early  College  records  are  not  in  existence,  having  been  destroyed  by 
fire,  but  we  cannot  doubt  that  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  graduated  with 
Honor,  if  not  indeed  with  distinction.     His  only  surviving  child  has  no 
recollection  that  he  ever  in  the  family  circle  referred  to  his  College  stand- 
ing, the  only  allusions  to  his  College  days  that  I  have  met,  are  contained 
in  Prof.  Geyer's  History  of  the  Cliosophic  Society.    He  says,  "  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  of  the  Class  of  1775,  a  student  in  the  office  of  William 
Paterson,  and  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ifew  Jersey, 
then  Chief-Justice  for  twenty-one  years,  the  lean  ideal  of  a  Minister  of 
Justice,  whose  name  will  always  be  conspicuous  in  the  juridical  annals 
of  bis  State — in  1825  gives  this  testimony  :  '  Few  things  could  give  me 
greater  gratification  than  to  be  present  with  you  and  to  see  the  Society 
in  a  flourishing  condition,  nfter  the  lapse  of  fifty  years  from  the  time  I 
left  it.    The  recollection  of  the  happy  hours  I  have  spent  in  the  Clio- 
sophic Hall,  and  of  the  early  friendships  there  formed,  the  recollection 
too  of  the  first  spring  it  gave  to  my  feeble  powers  in  the  pursuit  of  lit- 
erature and  science,  and  of  the  prospects  it  opened — the  hopes  it  inspir- 
ed for  future  life,  and  indeed,  like  thememory  of  joys  that  are  past,  soothing 
and  melancholy  to  the  soul.    When  I  look  over,  the  catalogue,  I  find  that 
the  members  of  that  day  are  almost  all  consigned  to  the  silent  tomb. 
The  friendships  then  formed,  however,  though  swallowed  up  in  death, 
are  not  extinct,  but  sealed  for  immortality.    They  soon  went  forth  upon 
the  stage  of  life,  played  their  several  parts,  a  few  of  them  badly,  most 
of  them  well,  and  some  with  great  applause,  and  then  passed  away  and 
are  gone  forever.    In  this  retrospect,  and  it  is  a  retrospect  which  I  often 
delight  to  take,  I  have  traced  the  paths  my  friends  have  trodden,  and 
if  I  have  attained  to  any  one  truth,  it  is  this,  that  classical  learning  is  the 
road  to  pre-eminence  and  distinction  in  all  the  liberal  pursuits  of  life." 
Returning  to  his  birth-place  after  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Arts  in  1775,  and  having  been  educated  with  a  special  view  to  the  min- 
istry of  the  Dutch  Presbyterian  Church,  (his  father  designing  him  for 
the  clerical  profession,)  he  commenced  theological  studies  with  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Kennedy,  a  celebrated  Dutch  divine  settled  at  Basking  Ridge. 
Six  months  study  satisfied  him  that  the  ministry  was  not  agreeable  to 
his  taste,  and  he  determined  to  relinquish  it  for  the  law.  Young  Kirk- 
patrick  exhibited  on  this  critical  occasion  an  evidence  of  that  determin- 
ed spirit  which  was  destined  to  carry  him  through  more  than  ordinary 
difficulties,  to  the  highest  professional  eminence.  He  was  informed  that 
the  step  he  contemplated  could  only  be  taken  at  the  expense  of  his 
father's  favor,  and  the  pecuniary  support  which  had  been  most  liberally 
extended  to  him.  His  resolution,  however,  had  been  deliberately  taken, 
and  notwithstanding  the  veneration  not  unmixed  with  awe,  with  which 
he  had  always  been  accustomed  to  regard  the  injunction  of  a  parent, 
who  appears  to  have  united  a  real  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  his 
son,  with  great  inflexibility  of  opinion  and  sternness  of  character,  he 
hesitated  not,  on  this  important  occasion,  which  involved  the  destinies 
of  his  life,  to  forfeit  even  his  father's  countenance  and  protection,  and  to 
enter  upon  his  favorite  pursuit,  relying  for  subsistence  upon  his  own  ex- 
traordinary and  unaided  exertions.  When  he  thus  gave  a  death-blow 
to  his  father's  hopes,  and  was  in  consequence  driven  from  the  parental 
roof  absolutely  penniless,  he  would  have  been  in  a  sad  dilemma,  had  it 
not  been  for  a  kind  and  loving  mother's  bounty,  who  presented  him  with 
all  her  little  hoard  of  ready  money,  but  a  few  pieces  of  gold,  as  she 
with  many  tears  saw  him,  her  handsome  son,  the  pride  of  her  heart,  de- 
part to  carve  out  unaided,  his  own  career  in  the  world.  The  usual  re- 
sources of  young  men  in  such  circumstances,  presented  itself  to  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  when  in  his  twenty-first  year,  and  he  became  a  tutor  in  the 
Taliferro  family  of  Virginia,  subsequently  residing  for  a  year  as  a  tutor 
in  a  gentleman's  family  at  Esopus,  Ulster  County,  New  York.  Thence 
he  proceeded  to  New  Brunswick,  the  oldest  town  in  the  State,  and 
opened  a  boy's  school.  While  thus  occupied,  as  well  as  during  the  time 
he  acted  as  a  tutor,  he  pursued  with  diligence  in  his  leisure  hours,  the 
study  of  the  law,  and  soon  after  abandoned  the  school  and  school  teach- 
ing to  enter  the  office  of  William  Paterson,  one  of  the  first  lawyers  of 
his  day.  It  was  of  this  gentleman  that  Mosea  Quest,  New  Brunswick's 
earliest  poet,  and  a  friend  of  the  subject  of  this  paper,  wrote  July  4th, 
1 791  in  seeing  the  Governor  in  his  barge,  which  was  elegantly  decorated 
with  laurel  and  a  variety  of  the  most  beautiful  flowers,  and  rowed  by 
twelve  men  all  dressed  in  white  : 


84  SKETCH   OP   THE   LIFE   OF   AXDREW   KIIlKrATttlCK. 

"  On  Raritan's  smooth,  gliding  stream  we  view, 
With  pleasure  view,  the  man  whom  we  admire, 
On  this  auspicious  day  with  laurel  crowned. 
How  gracefully  the  honored  barge  moves  on ! 
See  Neptune's  sons  all  clad  in  white 
Timing  their  oars  to  the  melodeous  flutes ! 

*    *    *    Not  Cleopatra's  celebrated  barge. 
When  she,  lull  armed  with  each  bewitching  charm 
A  tyrant  bound  in  the  sweet  chains  of  love, 
More  elegant  or  pleasing  could  appear, 
Nor  did  contain  a  jewel  of  such  worth. 
Not  freighted  with  a  proud,  intriguing  Queen- 
She  nobly  bears  New  Jersey's  favorite  son, 
Our  guardian  chief,  our  Mend,  a  Ibterson." 

Completing  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  Judge  Paterson,  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1785,  where  talents  of  a  high 
order,  aided  by  the  energy  of  his  character  and  the  most  persevering 
industry,  soon  obtained  for  him  a  lucrative  practice  in  Morristown,  to 
which  place  he  removed  from  New  Brunswick.  While  practicing  his 
profession  in  Morristown  and  residing  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Este,  the 
young  lawyer  sustained  a  heavy  loss  in  the  destruction  by  fire,  in  the 
Autumn  of  1787,  of  all  his  law  books.  They  were  not  many,  but  their 
loss  was  a  grievous  loss  to  him,  with  his  then  limited  means.  Returning 
to  New  Brunswick,  he  was  successful  in  obtaining  a  lucrative  practice, 
and  was  soon  enabled  to  replace  the  volumes  which  had  been  destroyed. 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick's  remarkable  success  in  gaining  business  was  in 
good  part  the  result  of  his  untiring  industry.  He  was  well  aware  that 
there  are  no  royal  roads  to  learning,  and  he  practiced  the  brave  and 
noble  exhortation  which  he  often  preached  in  later  years  to  his  sons  and 
other  young  friends,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with 
all  thy  might."  Another  favorite  maxim  with  him  was  that,  "  What- 
soever was  worth  doing  at  all,  was  worth  doing  well." 

The  estimation  in  which  the  successful  young  lawyer  was  held  by  his 
fellow  citizens  was  shown  by  his  being  elected  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  1797.  He  sat  with  that  body  during  its  first  session  ; 
but  on  the  seventeenth  of  January  he  resigned  his  seat,  having  accepted 
the  position  of  a  Judge  in  the  Supreme  Court.  Six  years  later  he  was 
advanced  to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  as  successor  to  the 
Hon.  James  Kinsey.  He  was  twice  re-elected,  holding  the  high  and 
honorable  position  for  twenty-one  years.  "  He  was  the  beau  ideal,"  says 
Aaron  Ogden  Dayton  in  an  address  delivered  in  1839,  "of  a  minister 
of  justice.  No  powdered  wig  or  ennined  robe  was  required  to  excite 
reverence  for  the  bench  on  which  he  presided.  His  snow-white  hair, 
his  clear,  florid  complexion,  his  dark,  lustrous  eye,  his  strong  but 
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delicately  chiselled  features,  the  expression  of  gravity  and  firmness, 
blended  with  a  placid  sweetness  in  his  countenance,  his  imposing  form 
and  the  easy,  graceful  dignity  with  which  he  discharged  his  judicial 
duties,  arrested  the  attention  of  the  most  ignorant  and  thoughtless,  and 
inspired  the  beholder  with  a  respect  approaching  to  awe.  His  enuncia- 
tion was  slow  and  distinct,  his  voice  full  and  musical,  and  his  opinions, 
when  not  previously  prepared,  were  delivered  with  fluency  and  clear- 
ness; when  written,  the  language  in  which  they  were  clothed  was 
marked  by  great  purity  and  precision.  But  it  was  not  only  in  the 
external  qualities  of  a  judge,  important  as  they  are,  that  he  excelled. 
He  was  a  learned,  and  in  regard  to  real-estate,  a  profoundly  learned 
lawyer.  It  is  said  by  the  late  Charles  Butler,  one  of  the  most  eminent 
jurists  of  his  day,  that  he  is  the  best  lawyer,  and  will  succeed  best  in 
his  profession,  who  best  understands  Coke  upon  Lyttleton.  Few  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  have  studied  those  great  writers  more  diligently  or 
comprehended  their  works  more  thoroughly  than  the  late  Chief  Justice 
of  whom  I  am  speaking,  and  upon  many  of  the  difficult  questions 
respecting  title  to  land  which  came  before  him  for  adjudication  in  the 
course  of  his  long  official  career,  his  opinions  exhibit  a  depth  of  research, 
a  familiarity  with  leading  principles,  a  clearness  of  comprehension, 
a  power  of  discrimination  and  a  justness  of  reasoning,  which,  upon  such 
questions,  secured  him  the  particular  confidence  of  the  bar,  and  entitled 
him  to  rank  among  the  first  American  jurists.  His  mind  was  not  rapid, 
but  it  was  uncommonly  exact,  and  the  want  of  quickness  was  carefully 
supplied  by  unwearying  application  to  the  object  of  research.  His 
frequent  re-election  to  the  bench  by  the  representatives  of  the  people  of 
the  State,  unaffected  by  the  mutations  of  party,  sets  the  seal  of  public 
opinion  to  his  impartial  administration  of  justice,  the  general  integrity 
of  his  character  and  the  ability  with  which  his  duties  were  performed." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick's  fame  as  a  judge,  the  character  of  his  mind, 
his  powers  of  reasoning,  his  legal  acumen  and  varied  and  extensive 
attainments  can  best  be  gathered  from  an  examination  of  his  learned 
and  elaborate  opinions  contained  in  Pcnnington's,  Southard's  and  the 
first  three  volumes  of  HalstecVs  reports  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey.  Many  of  his  judicial  opinions,  such  as  the  decision  made  in 
the  case  of  Arnold  against  Mundy,  are  among  the  most  important  ever 
made  in  the  State. 

The  contemporaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  have,  of  course,  all  passed 
away,  and  there  are,  comparatively,  few  now  living  who  have  any  per- 
sonal recollections  of  him  as  an  Associate  Judge,  or  even  as  the  presiding 
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Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  His  nephew,  Hon.  D.  K.  Este,  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  son-in-law  of  President  Harrison,  writes  :  "  From  my  boyhood 
all  my  recollections  of  the  Chief  Justice  are  most  respectful,  favorable 
and  affectionate.  On  my  way  to  and  from  Princeton  College,  I  was 
always  kindly  received  and  entertained,  and  had  the  great  benefit  of 
his  friendly  advice.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1809,  a  few  days 
before  I  left  my  father's  house  for  the  "West,  I  called  to  bid  my  uncle 
good-bye.  When  I  stated  to  him  that  I  intended  to  practice  law  in 
Ohio,  he  said  if  I  had  determined  to  go,  he  weuld  give  me  letters  of 
introduction,  and  he  did,  saying,  when  he  handed  them  to  me,  as  a 
young  lawyer  going  to  a  new  country,  when  you  commence  the  practice 
of  the  law,  be  the  first  man  in  the  court-room  and  the  last  to  leave  it, 
and  never  accept  of  an  office  till  you  are  able  to  live  without  it." 

Chancellor  Halsted,  in  writing  to  me,  says:  ''Judge  Kirkpatrick 
was  Chief  Justice  when  I  and  five  others  were  examined  for  license  in 
1814  before  him  and  the  other  Judges  of  the  Supremo  Court  and  bar. 
I  well  remember  that,  after  announcing  our  admission,  the  Chief  Justice 
made  a  few  remarks  to  us  in  which  he  impressed  the  necessity  of  con- 
tinued study,  and  said,  in  substance,  that  if  we  would  set  apart  three 
hours  a  day  to  reading  law  for  three  years,  that  we  would  make  lawyers. 
I  saw  him  often  afterward  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  Tren- 
ton and  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Newark.  I  have  argued  before  him  in 
both  courts.  I  have  often  sat  at  a  dinner  table  of  the  bench  and  bar  at 
Newark  with  him ;  but  I  was  too  young  to  be  very  near  him  while 
there  were  so  many  old  and  distinguished  counsel  at  the  table.  I  only 
knew  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  as  Chief  Justice,  not  in  social  life,  but  as  one 
holding  a  position  so  far  above  me,  as  to  be  beyond  even  my  ambition. 
His  personal  appearance,  the  majesty  of  his  countenence,  and  the  dignity 
with  which  he  presided  on  the  bench  were  so  striking  that  to  this  day, 
the  impression  made  on  my  mind  still  remains,  that  he  was  the  most 
splendid  judicial  representation  of  the  jus  Itomtmque  of  Sallust  I  have 
ever  seen." 

Another  Ex-Chancellor  of  New  Jersey,  Hon.  Henry  "VV.  Green,  writes  ; 
"  The  bar  of  the  present  day  know  very  little  of  the  life  of  Chief  Jus- 
tice Kirkpatrick,  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  judicial  officers. 
Traditions,  indeed,  are  rife  among  the  profession  of  his  judicial  dig- 
nity, of  his  commanding  appearance  and  manly  beauty,  of  his  caustic 
severity,  of  the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  common-law  learning,  of  his 
contempt  for  pretention  and  ignorance;  but  here  our  information 
ends."  .fjotd  ban  bauot  nooa  91973-  eJhqfao  adT  .deorcs  iradi 
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An  honored  citizen  of  Newark  who  has  well  represented  our  country 
abroad,  Hon.  William  B.  Kinney,  writes  to  me  from  Florida:  "My 
present  recollections  of  the  Chief  Justice  are  those  of  a  boy  law-student, 
who  was  deeply  impressed  by  his  manly  beauty  and  grace,  his  imposing 
bearing  on  the  bench,  and  his  fine  Grecian  head  and  bust,  among  the 
finest  I  have  seen  among  living  men.  I  was  too  young  to  appreciate 
his  higher  qualities  as  a  civilian." 

Judge  Elmer,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  bar  of  New  Jersey, 
in  practice  for  many  years  while  the  Chief  Justice  was  on  the  bench, 
informs  me  that  he  was  the  best  looking  and  fairest  presiding  officer 
that  he  ever  saw  in  a  court,  and  that  the  judge  told  him  that  he  had 
never  known  what  it  was  to  be  sick,  not  even  from  a  head-ache.  "  It  was 
the  custom  then,"  adds  Judge  Elmer,  "for  the  judges  going  the  cir- 
cuits to  be  entertained  by  some  member  of  the  bar  or  other  person,  their 
salaries  being  small.  On  two  occasions  the  Chief  Justice  took  up  his 
quarters  with  me  at  Bridgeton.  At  the  time  of  his  first  visit  in  June, 
1821,  tight  or  ten  judges  and  justices  dined  together  at  the  public 
house.  It  had  happened  a  few  days  previous  that  a  suit  had  been 
tried  before  a  hard-mouthed  justice,  present  at  the  table,  when  the  law- 
yers engaged  in  the  case  got  angry.  The  justice  tried  to  stop  them  in 
vain  ;  at  last  he  cried  out :  "  Stop  ;  I  give  judgment  for  the  plaintiff, 
and  may  you  all  go  to  hell  together."  This  story  was  told  to  Chief 
Justice  Kirkpatrick  at  the  table.  After  listening  to  its  recital,  he 
turned  round  very  gravely  to  the  justice,  who  sat  near  him,  and  said  in 
his  dignified  manner:  "My  dear  Sir,  however  correct  the  first  part  of 
your  judgment  was,  I  think,  in  compassion  to  the  parties  and  lawyers, 
we  shall  have  to  reverse  the  concluding  paragraph." 

"  I  may  in  this  connection  relate  another  incident.  On  one  occasion 
the  judge,  who  prided  himself  on  his  punctuality,  was  delayed  by  his 
horse  throwing  a  shoe,  and  was  compelled  by  the  time  lost  in  having  it 
replaced,  to  drive  fast  in  order  to  arrive  at  his  destination  at  the  hour 
appointed  for  the  court  to  open.  Overtaking  another  vehicle  contain- 
ing two  persons,  "going  slowly  in  the  same  direction,  he  courteously 
requested  them  to  permit  him  to  pass  as  he  was  in  haste,  but  when  he 
attempted  to  go  by  they  obstructed  the  way,  and,  with  a  dog-in-the- 
manger  spirit,  would  neither  hasten  on  themselves,  nor  permit  the  judge 
to  do  so.  The  result  was  that  he  arrived  half  and  hour  late.  After 
the  court  had  been  duly  opened,  the  judge  describing  to  the  sheriff  the 
men  who  had  impeded  his  progress  in  the  highway,  directed  him  to 
cause  their  arrest.  The  culprits  were  soon  found  and  brought  before 
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the  court  where,  for  the  first,  they  recognized  with  fear  and  trembling 
the  Chief  Justice,  who  administered  a  severe  rebuke,  and  imposed  a 
heavy  fine  upon  them  for  impeding  his  path,  and  thereby  delaying  the 
opening  of  the  court  and  the  administration  of  justice. 

"Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick,  who  was  a  firm  believer  in  capital  punish- 
ment and  the  whipping-post,  and  had  little  faith  in  confining  criminals 
in  State  Prisons,  from  which  they  might  be  pardoned  out,  used  to 
remark,  "  that  there  were  but  three  ways  of  punishing—'  by  the  neck, 
back  and  pocket,'  and,  in  passing  a  judgment  on  a  criminal,  would  say  : 
'  And  this  is  the  wages  of  sin.'  " 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick  was  superseded  as  Chief  Justice  by  the  Legisla- 
ture appointing  a  successor  in  1824.  It  was  done  so  secretly  that 
neither  the  judge  nor  his  troops  of  friends  and  admirers  had  the  slightest 
suspicion  of  such  a  proceeding  till  the  act  was  consummated.  Had 
they  known  aught  of  the  movement,  his  friends  were  so  numerous,  so 
respectable  and  so  powerful,  including  prominent  men  of  both  parties, 
that  they  would  doubtless  have  been  successful  in  preventing  it.  The 
judge  Avho  was  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  vigorous  manhood,  if  not, 
indeed,  actually  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  against  whom  there  had  never 
been  a  breath  of  reproach,  felt  deeply  hurt  at  his  uncalled-for  removal, 
as  well  as  the  secret  manner  in  which  it  had  been  effected. 

Having  now  briefly  followed  the  official  career  of  Andrew  Kirkpatrick 
to  its  close,  I  will  trespass  a  little  longer  on  your  time  and  patienca 
while  I  retrace  my  steps  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  few  allusions  to 
his  home  life  and  habits,  and  laying  before  you  extracts  from  his  private 
correspondence. 

In  the  year  1792  he  married  Jane  Bayard,  the  beautiful  daughter  of 
Col.  John  Bayard  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  speaker  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Legislature  in  1785,  a  member  of  the  old  Congress  which  met  in 
New  York,  who  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  New  Brunswick  four 
years  previous  to  his  daughter's  marriage.  The  people  there  showed 
their  appreciation  of  Col.  Bayard  by  elevating  him  to  the  several  offices 
of  Mayor  of  the  city,  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  ruling  elder  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  His  portrait  now  hangs  by  the  side  of  his 
distinguished  son-in-law  in  the  picture  gallery  of  Princeton  College. 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick  and  Jane  Bayard  were  called  the  handsomest 
couple  in  New  Brunswick,  which  we  can  easily  believe  in  looking  at 
their  portraits,  taken  in  middle-life,  and  also  when  they  had  fallen  into 
the  sere  and  yellow  leaf. 

Like  many  other  distinguished  lawyers,  such  as  Lord  Thurlow,  Sir 
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William  Jones,  and  Blackstone,  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  appears  in  early 
life,  both  before  and  after  his  marriage,  to  have  been  addicted  to  peotry. 
In  1791,  after  reading  Beattie's  Minstrel,  he  wrote  : — 

"  Thus  little  Edwin,  melancholy  wight 

To  rocks,  and  woods,  and  wilds,  and  murmuring  streams 

Full  oft  his  plaintive  ditty  did  recite 

In  dreary  cave.    Nor  dared  the  cheerful  scenes 

Of  man  restored,  nor  converse  sweet,  but  weens 

That  man  was  made  for  woe.    Mistaken  Elf! 

And  to  appease  the  wrath  divine,  he  dreams 

His  life  away.    And  in  contemning  pelf 

Repines  at  human  nature  and  contemns  himself. 

Ah  !  night-bewildered  bard !  more  wise  than  man  ! 

Not  with  the  lot  to  man  assigned  content ! 

Canst  thou  correct  Eternal  Wisdom's  plan? 

Or  please  by  works  for  mortals  never  meant? 

Or  hop'st  for  joys  to  mortals  never  sent? 

Avaunt !  nor  dare  Heaven's  wondrous  works  to  scan, 

Nor  chide  His  goodness  with  thy  vain  complaint. 

Eternal  wisdom  since  the  world  began 

Beheld  and  saw  it  best  that  man  should  be  but  man." 

Like  the  great  lawyers  alluded  to,  Andrew  Kirkpatrick  had  the 
resolution  to  abandon  the  Muses,  and  to  cast  off  "  the  Delilah's  of  the 
imagination,"  when  embarked  on  a  more  faithful  vocation. 

On  the  first  day  of  November,  1803,  the  Chief  Justice  writes  in  a 
diary,  kept  by  the  female  members  of  the  household:  "This  is  the 
anniversary  of  our  marriage  and  closes  the  eleventh  year.  As  usual,  we 
had  the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  several  of  our  friends.  Besides 
those  in  town,  we  had  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Tennant.  How  small  is  the  possibility  that  we  shall  ever  again 
meet  together  in  this  world  !" 

In  the  year  following  he  writes  to  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick,  then  on  a  visit  to 
friends  in  Washington :  "lam  happy  to  hear  that  you  got  through 
your  journey  so  comfortably  and  without  any  accident.  As  to  the 
fatigue,  that  I  hope  will  be  amply  compensated  by  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
your  friends  and  all  the  great  people  of  Washington  ;  for,  however  you 
may  think  of  them  in  a  different  situation,  now  that  they  are  the  rulers 
of  the  nation,  their  acquaintance  will  be  interesting.  Names,  in  spite 
of  all  our  philosophy,  will  have  a  powerful  effect  on  the  mind.  Mrs. 
Madison,  the  wife  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  quite  a  different  being 
from  Dolly  Paine  in  her  mother's  boarding  house,  or  Dolly  Todd,  the 
wife  of  an  obscure  Scotch  attorney  in  one  of  the  alleys  of  Philadelphia. 
I  do  not,  however,  in  the  least,  wish  to  detract  from  worth  because  she 
has  risen  from  low  estate.  I  have  a  thousand  reasons  to  prevent  me 
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from  doing  this,  and  especially  the  instruction  of  the  wise  man,  who 
says  that  kings  walk  on  foot  while  beggars  ride  on  horses.  Indeed  it 
requires  but  little  observation  to  see  that  worth  frequently  dwells  in 
obscurity.  I  thank  you  for  your  kind  wishes  that  I  should  participate 
in  the  pleasure  of  your  new  acquaintances;  I,  however,  have  no  wish  on 
the  occasion,  having  learned  long  ago  that  great  men  are  great  at  a 
distance  only,  and  that  when  you  approach  them,  they  generally 
dwindle  down  into  common  size.  The  President  himself,  I  confess,  I 
have  a  great  desire  to  see  ;  for  although  it  is  fashionable  to  detract  from 
the  real  merit  of  men  high  in  office,  who  do  not  go  just  as  we  would 
have  them,  and  although  I  think  he  is  greatly  to  be  censured  for  many 
things  which  he  has  done,  both  in  acquiring  and  managing  the  presi- 
dency, yet  he  has  always  appeared  and  still  appears  to  me  to  be  a  man 
of  distinguished  talents,  and,  I  have  no  doubt,  an  honest  zeal  for  the 
public  good.  And,  though  he  should  suppose  that  this  good  can  be 
best  promoted  by  having  the  administration  in  his  own  hands,  and 
should  be  guilty  of  some  aberrations  from  right  to  preserve  and  main- 
tain the  administration,  yet  in  this  how  does  he  differ  from  those  who 
oppose  him  ?  I  believe  not  much." 

In  another  paragraph  of  the  same  letter  he  gives  a  picture  of  the 
primitive  mode  of  travel  between  New  York  and  New  Brunswick  sixty- 
six  years  ago.  "  I  have  called  to  congratulate  Mr.  Scott  on  his  marriage. 
Mr  Scott,  I  may  add,  is  still  living].  The  family  chartered  a  sloop 
1  ast  week  for  New  York,  and  on  Friday  returned  with  the  bride  and 
bride-groom  to  the  no  small  joy  of  all  concerned.  I  saw  the  bride  in 
church  yesterday  ;  but  as  she  was  veiled,  I  could  not  discern  her  coun- 
tenance." 

A  week  later  he  writes  to  his  wife :  "  On  Friday  I  was  asked  to 
•  line  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany,  at  Mr.  Smith's. 
We  had  a  pleasant  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garnet,  Mr.  Lewis,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stone,  and  what  added  most  to  the  satisfaction  of  all,  just  as  we  were 
sitting  down  to  dinner  Judge  Paterson  came  in.  He  looks  better  than 
when  he  lett  Brunswick.  Yesterday  I  dined  at  Judge  Paterson's. 
They  had  no  other  company  except  the  Van  Rensselaers  and  your 
crother  John.  Mr.  McCormick  and  Mr.  Cooper  of  New  York,  came  in 
and  took  a  snack  of  the  fragments.  They  all  drank  tea  with  iis,  and, 
wonderful  to  tell,  so  did  Mrs.  White  and  Miss  Ellis.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boggs  were  also  of  the  party.  So  you  see  that  home  or  abroad  we  still 
go  on,  eating  and  drinking,  and  being  visited,  for  this  is  the  course  of 
the  world.  I  have  been  considerably  engaged  during  the  last  week  in 
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court,  and,  although  I  do  not  frequently  trouble  you  with,  my  judicial 
concerns,  a  circumstance  has  occurred  which  I  cannot  forbear  to  mention 
because  one  of  my  friends  is  most  concerned  in  it.  The  famous  John 
Smith  went  before  the  Grand  Jury  and  entered  a  complaint  on  oath 
against  Mr.  Boggs  for  stealing  an  umbrella.  Hah  !  Mr.  Boggs  charged 
with  stealing  !  Well !  the  Grand  Jury,  not  easily  gulled  by  the  oath  of 
such  a  fellow,  carefully  investigated  the  case,  examined  a  number  of 
witnesses  Avho  were  present  at  the  transaction  complained  of,  and,  after 
full  deliberation  by  unanimous  vote,  indicted  the  accuser  himself  of 
perjury,  who,  for  want  of  bail,  is  now  confined  in  the  county  jail  on 
that  account.  Surely  he  that  diggeth  a  pit  shall  fall  into  the  pit  which 
his  own  hands  have  digged." 

"I  am  totally  unable  to  form  any  judgment  about  the  most  safe  and 
easy  way  of  returning  from  Washington.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
heat  of  summer,  the  cabin  of  a  boat,  with  all  the  bilge  water  about  it, 
must  to  you  be  altogether  insupportable.  Besides  I  think  it  was  your 
friend  Dr.  Johnson  who  said,  he  would  never  go  by  water  when  he 
could  go  by  land.  But  of  this  we  will  have  an  opportunity  of  saying 
more  before  you  are  ready  to  adopt  either  one  mode  or  another." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  acquainted  with  the  leading  men  of  the  bench  and  bar  by  many 
of  whom  he  was  often  strongly  urged  to  remove  to  that  city,  as  offering 
a  better  and  wider  field  for  his  advancement;  but  he  was  too  much 
attached  to  his  native  State  to  leave,  and  declined  to  accept  any  of  the 
many  inducements  held  forth  to  him  to  make  the  change  from  New 
Brunswick  to  New  York.  In  his  journeys  between  New  Brunswick  and 
New  York,  he  generally  proceeded  by  land  in  his  own  carriage,  stopping 
to  dine  at  Elizabethtown,  noted  in  those  days,  as  Irving  tells  us,  for  its 
fine  girls  and  vile  musquitoes,  or  more  often  at  the  celebrated  Newark 
Inn  where  Archy  Gilford,  arrayed  in  his  famous  green  coat,  attended 
to  the  wants  of  his  distinguished  fxiend,  the  Chief  Justice, 

Sometimes  the  journey  was  made  by  water,  occupying  from  thirty 
to  forty  hours.  On  the  first  day  of  January,  1817,  he  writes  to  Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick  from  New  York  :  "  You  no  doubt  looked  for  a  letter  on 
Saturday  night,  but  you  should  have  remembeaed  that  those  who  travel 
by  water  must  wait  for  wind  and  tide.  Instead  of  seeing  New  York  on 
the  day  I  left  you,  we  floated  with  the  tide  only  till  12  o'clock,  and  then 
grounded  safely  on  what  is  called  the  middle  ground,  where  we  lay  in 
a  perfect  calm  and  surrounded  by  a  thick  fog  until  six  the  next  morning. 
After  getting  under  tcay,  as  the  sailors  say,  we  had  a  pleasant,  gentle 
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sail  till  we  got  within  about  four  miles  of  our  destinatiou.  Then  again 
we  were  tauglit  to  know  that  our  masters,  wind  and  tide,  were  against 
us  and  we  were  obliged  to  cast  anchor  and  lie  in  view  of  the  city  a 
considerable  time.  At  length,  about  sundown,  we  arrived  at  the  dock 
after  a  passage  of  thirty-two  hours."  From  Bridgeton,  in  June,  1821, 
the  Chief  Justice  writes  to  his  wife  ;  u  You  see  I  am  again  at  Bridge- 
ton,  from  whence  you  last  heard  from  me.  My  friend  Mr.  Elmer,  a 
gentleman  of  the  bar,  gave  me  a  place  in  his  carriage,  that  is  in  a  West 
Jersey  wagon  which  has  neither  springs  nor  spring  seats,  but  which  in 
this  sandy  county  notwithstanding,  does  very  well.  The  distance  is 
about  forty  miles  and  we  accomplished  it  in  a  day,  giving  ourselves 
plenty  of  time  to  rest  and  be  refreshed.  Upon  my  arrival  at  the  Court 
House  I  was  waited  on  by  a  Major  Holmes  and  invited  to  his  house, 
which  invitation  I  very  cheerfully  accepted,  not  being  over  pleased  with 
the  appearance  of  things  at  the  tavern.  This  is  the  same  gentleman  at 
whose  house  I  staid  when  I  was  before  in  that  county.  He  is  a  plain 
man,  but  very  hospitable,  and  has  everything  very  neat  and  good. 
His  whole  family  consists  of  himself  and  one  daughter,  and,  I  believe, 
two  servants.  But,  though  pleasantly  enough  situated,  my  stay  was 
not  long.  The  whole  time  which  I  spent  in  court,  I  believe  did  not 
exceed  thirty  minutes.  The  court  adjourned  on  the  afternoon  of  Tues- 
day, the  same  day  it  met,  and  in  the  evening  I  Avent  down  with  a  new 
acquaintance  to  Cape  Island,  about  thirteen  miles.  We  reached  that 
place  about  8  o'clock,  and  I  retired  pretty  early  with  a  view  to  rising 
next  morning  in  time  to  see  the  suo  rise  from  the  ocean,  and  I  accord- 
ingly rose  at  the  dawn  of  day  and  walked  down  to  the  beach ;  but, 
unfortunately,  the  horizon  became  covered  with  clouds,  so  I  lost  my 
anticipated  pleasure  and  returned  very  much  disappointed.  Mr.  Elmer 
came  down  to  breakfast  intending  to  return  immediately  and  proceed 
on  our  way  home ;  but  as  the  day  was  very  fine,  the  ocean  to  me  a 
novel,  grand  and  ever-varying  object,  and  especially  as  they  were  just 
preparing  a  new  kind  of  fishery,  that  is  a  fishery  for  porpuses  which 
had  never  been  taken  there  before,  and  of  whose  skins  they  expect  to 
make  leather,  and  of  their  blubber,  oil,  I  persuaded  him  to  stay,  to 
which,  having  no  less  curiosity  than  myself,  he  readily  consented.  We 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  their  first  attempt  upon  the  porpuses  and  all 
the  ecstasy  of  their  success.  Bony  could  not  have  been  more  elated 
with'the  capture  of  a  citadel,  than  they  were  with  the  capture  of  ten 
of  these  fish.  We  spent  the  day  very  pleasantly,  returned  to  the  Court 
House  in  the  evening,  and  the  next  day,  that  is  on  Thursday,  returned 
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to  this  place.  Gen.  Giles,  whom  I  met  at  Cape  May,  gave  me  a  very 
friendly  invitation  to  his  house,  where  I  have  been  since  my  return. 
Nobody  can  be  more  attentive,  more  polite  and  more  friendly  than 
Mrs.  G.  She  is  indeed  an  excellent  woman.  Our  court  here  continues 
to-morrow,  but  from  all  the  information  I  can  collect,  will  last  but  a  day 
or  two,  after  which  I  shall  take  my  course  to  Salem,  about  eighty  miles, 
for  which  journey  I  have  the  offer  of  several  gentlemen  to  accompany  me 
and  take  me  in  their  carriage,  so  that  you  see  I  meet  with  great  atten- 
tion and  respect  in  foreign  countries.  My  jaunt  hitherto  has  indeed 
been  a  very  delightful  one,  the  conveyances  ready,  easy  and  convenient, 
and  everybody  respectful  and  polite  in  the  highest  degree.  But  after 
all,  I  begin  to  wish  to  be  home,  for  home  is  home." 

In  November,  1822,  while  absent  from  home  holding  court  the  judge 
writes  to  Mrs.  Kirkpatrick :  '•  Your  letter  which  I  received  yesterday 
was  indeed  balm  to  my  soul.  The  image  of  my  dear  Elizabeth,  as  she 
lay  languishing  on  the  sofa  when  I  took  my  parting  kiss,  dwelt  upon 
my  mind  the  whole  night  preceding.  I  was  not  conscious  of  having 
closed  my  eyes  in  sleep  and  of  course  felt  much  exhausted  and  fatigued 
when  I  arose.  Your  intelligence  revived  my  spirits  and  my  strength 
and  I  got  through  the  day  very  comfortably.  I  have  now  had  a  good 
night's  rest,  and  am  this  morning  perfectly  restored  and  perfectly  com- 
posed. Most  devoutly  thanking  my  Heavenly  Father  that  he  has  been 
pleased  so  far  to  cheek  the  threatening  disease  of  our  dear  daughter, 
as  to  leave  room  at  least  for  hope.  I  feel  very  much  for  you,  and  am 
exceedingly  sorry  that  I  cannot  be  with  you  in  this  very  trying  crisis  ; 
but  I  know  you  have  with  you  another  and  a  better  friend,  who  can 
say  to  the  sick,  'Arise  and  live.'  O  that  it  may  please  him  thus  to 
address  her  in  whom  our  hearts  are  so  nearly  centered."  His  beautiful 
and  beloved  daughter,  so  fair,  so  fragile  that  she  seemed  fitted  for  other 
spheres  than  this  rough  world,  was  taken  hence,  and  rnethinks  I  see  the 
angels  above  beckoning  her  upwards  and  upwards  and  saying,  "  Sister 
spirit,  come  away." 

Judge  Kirkpatrick  was  a  trustee  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at 
Princeton,  of  which  Institution  his  friends  Alexander  and  Miller  were 
Professors,  and  in  which  he  always  expressed  the  warmest  interest.  He 
often  said  that  were  he  possessed  of  large  means,  there  was  no  object 
to  which  he  would  give  with  greater  pleasure  than  to  a  Theological 
Institution.  He  was  also  a  trustee  of  Princeton  College  from  1807  to 
the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  one  of  the  Vice-Presideuts  of  the 
Alumni  Association  founded  in  1826.  James  Madison  being  President. 
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la  1825  there  was  formed  at  Princtton  a  society  called  the  New  Jersey 
Literary  and  Philosophical  Society.  Among  the  members  were  most 
of  the  prominent  professional  gentlemen  of  the  State.  Chief  Justice 
Kirkpatrick  presided  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  society  was  formed 
and  lie  was  chosen  its  president.  The  meetings  of  the  societies  and 
of  the  College  Trustees  often  called  the  judge  to  Princeton.  In  1813 
Daniel  Webster,  then  a  member  of  Congress  and  at  the  time  on  a  visit 
to  Richard  Stockton,  dining  with  the  late  Samuel  Bayard  who  had 
invited  him  to  meet  his  kinsman  Kirkpatrick  and  Ashbel  Green,  pro- 
nounced the  Chief  Justice  and  the  College  President  to  be  two  of  the 
most  remarkable  men  he  had  ever  met. 

Colonel  William  C.  Alexander,  a  son  of  Judge  Kirkpatrick's  intimate 
friend  Archibald  Alexander,  on  whom  the  Chief  Justice  pronounced  the 
jocose  eulogy,  u  Dr.  Alexander  is  the  prince  of  Methodist  preachers," 
writes :  "  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  had  retired  from  the  bench  before 
I  came  to  the  bar.  I  have,  therefore,  no  personal  knowledge  of  him. 
I  remember  my  boyish  admiration  of  the  grand  looking  old  man,  as 
dressed  in  the  superb  costume  of  the  old  school,  he  made  his  semi- 
annual visit  to  Princeton  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. I  remember  the  effect  produced  on  me  while  a  student  of  College 
in  1823,  by  the  dignified  and  most  impressive  and  imposing  manner  in 
which  he  inaugurated  into  office  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carnahan,  as  President  of 
the  College  ;  but  I  repeat  I  was  not  honored  with  his  personal  acquaint- 
ance, and  contented  myself  with  admiring  him  at  a  distance." 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick  had  a  wide  circle  of  distinguished  acquaintances, 
among  whom  were  many  prominent  actors  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Washington,  Franklin,  Lafayette,  Patrick  Henry,  Generals  Gates,  Green, 
Knox,  Lord  Stirling  and  Hamilton  he  knew,  or  had  at  least  seen.  With 
many  of  the  officers  of  his  own  State,  such  as  Generals  Frelinghuysen 
and  White  who,  Avith  "  nerves  of  steel  and  hearts  of  oak,"  drove  back 
the  enemy  from  the  fields  of  New  Jersey,  he  was  on  the  most  intimate 
terms. 

Kosciusko  was  often  entertained  under  his  hospitable  roof,  and  Elias 
Boudinot,  one  of  the  Presidents  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  first 
President  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  was  his  particular  friend.  He 
and  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Bradford,  widow  of  Washington's  Second 
Attorney-General,  traveling  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York,  always 
halted  at  New  Brunswick  to  visit  the  Chief  Justice.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Dr.  Cogswell,  thus  alludes  in  a  private  journal,  to  their  visits: 
"  Dr.  Boudinot  and  Mrs.  Bradford  usually  made  a  '  progress '  spring 
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and  fall,  and  they  failed  not  to  stop,  coming  and  going,  at  our  domicile. 
Still  I  hear  the  rumble  of  the  old  coach  up  the  hill.  I  see  the  old 
gouty  gentleman  descend,  then  Madam  Bradford  followed  by  her  trunks 
and  boxes.  Then  the  finery  she  condescended  to  show  us,  then  the 
dinner  in  Mammy  Sally's  best  style,  then  the  long  wearing  through  the 
day  of  ceremony — the  breakfast,  the  farewell  and  the  coach,  coachman, 
footman  and  agreeable  visitors  departed." 

The  Chief  Justice  was  a  man  of  a  singularly  social  turn  of  mind,  full  of 
anecdote,  with  remarkable  power  of  narration,  fond  of  discussion  and 
argument,  and  oftentimes  carrying  his  ingenuity  to  the  verge  of  paradox. 
His  wit,  whilekeenand  biting  at  times,  was  never  ill-natured,  and  only 
severe  when  directed  against  ignorance  and  pompous  pretension.  He 
had  many  revolutionary  anecdotes,  among  others  one  of  his  own  and 
his  father-in-law's  friend,  General  Muhlenburg,  an  old-time  incident  and 
one  of  the  most  thrilling  anecdotes  of  the  war.  What  was  said  of  the 
old  ballad  of  Chevy  Chase  by  Sir  Philip  Sidney  was  true  of  Kirkpat- 
rick's  anecdote — "  it  stirred  up  the  heart's  blood  with  the  sound  of  a 
trumpet."  Here  is  the  story.  When  the  war  began  in  1776,  Muhlen- 
burg was  the  rector  of  a  church  in  Dunmore  county,  Virginia.  On  a 
Sunday  morning  he  administered  the  Communion  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
to  his  congregation,  stating  that  in  the  afternoon  he  would  preach  a 
sermon  on  "  The  duties  men  owe  to  their  Country,"  At  the  appointed 
hour  the  edifice  was  crowded  with  anxious  listeners.  The  discourse 
was  founded  upon  the  text  from  Solomon,  "  There  is  a  time  for  every 
purpose  and  for  every  work."  The  sermon  burned  with  patriotic 
ardor ;  every  sentence  and  intonation  exhibited  the  speaker's  earnestness 
in  what  he  was  saying.  Pausing  a  moment  at  the  close  of  his  discourse, 
he  exclaimed,  "  The  time  to  preach  is  past,  the  time  to  fight  has  come !" 
and,  suiting  the  action  to  the  words,  he  threw  from  his  shoulders  the 
Episcopal  robes  and  stood  before  his  congregation  arrayed  in  military 
uniform.  Drumming  for  recruits  was  commenced  on  the  spot,  Muhlen- 
burg drew  from  his  pocket  a  Colonel's  commission  from  the  Continental 
Congress  and,  it  is  said,  that  almost  every  man  of  suitable  age  enlisted 
forthwith.  Nearly  three  hundred  men  were  enrolled  and  immediately 
organized  into  the  Eighth  Virginia  or  German  regiment  of  which 
Muhlenburg  was  the  Colonel. 

After  retiring  from  the  bench  in  1824,  the  judge  spent  the  few 
remaining  years  of  his  life  in  his  pleasant  home  in  New  Brunswick, 
retired  from  all  public  employment,  finding  happiness  in  the  bosom  of 
his  family  surrounded  by  troops  of  friends.  His  time  in  summer  was 
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nearly  equally  divided  between  his  library  and  his  large  garden,  where 
he  found  much  gratification  in  assisting  his  gardener  in  the  care  of  the 
trees  and  shrubs  and  flowers.  The  house  which  he  built  and  the 
grounds  surrounding  it,  which  he  laid  out,  may  still  be  seen,  but  little 
changed  from  what  they  were  twoscore  years  ago.  During  the  autumn 
and  winter  of  1830  he  gradually  grew  weaker  till  before  the  close  of 
the  year  he  was  unable  to  leave  the  house.  A  week  previous  to  the 
parting-day  he  said  to  Mrs.  Dr.  How,  his  only  surviving  child,  "  I  am 
declining  as  gently  as  any  one  can,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  wish 
to  be  resusitated.  Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  and  I  will  trust  to  their  close.  I  trust  in  the  fulness  of  the 
promises  for  my  everlasting  peace.  It  is  a  solemn  thing  to  stand  on 
the  verge  of  the  eternal  world ;  but  I  am  calm  in  the  contemplation  of 
death,  and,  unless  anguish  seize  me,  so  I  hope  to  remain.  There  are 
some  parts  of  the  gospel  too  mysterious  for  us  to  understand ;  it  reveals 
generals  not  particulars,  but  such  as  I  could  understand  I  have,  partic- 
ularly for  the  later  years  of  my  life,  tried  to  make  the  rule  of  my  con- 
duct; but  when  I  compare  myself  with  its  purity  and  kindness,  God 
knows,  I  feel  my  want  of  pardon.  There  are  some  doctrines  entirely 
beyond  me— that  of  the  Trinity,  the  atonement,  if  general  or  limited  ; 
but  I  believe  that  God  in  some  way  has  made  an  opening,  through 
Christ,  for  the  salvation  and  happiness  of  his  creatures.  Though  I 
speak  confidently  as  to  my  future  peace,  I  pretend  to  no  special  illumina- 
tion on  the  subject  of  another  world  or  any  future  state,  but^I  trust  in 
the  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  me, 
and  to  God  be  the  praise.  These  are  the  grounds  of  my  hope." 

A  few  days  later  he  remarked  to  one  of  his  children,  "  I  have  no 
disease ;  but  I  am  worn  out,  and  shall  soon  leave  you."  His  words 
were  fulfilled.  He  died  calmly  and  peacefully  and  surrounded  by  those 
who  loved  him  best,  in  the  parlor  of  his  own  house,  on  the  seventh  day 
of  January,  1831,  and  was  buried  in  the  graveyard  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a  Trustee,  and  where, 
for  half  a  century,  he  had  listened  to  the  word  of  God. 

His  highly-gifted  Christian  wife  sleeps  in  the  same  grave,  and  a 
daughter  and  three  sons  rest  by  their  side,  beneath  the  shade  of  a 
cypress,  planted  by  the  Chief  Justice  himself. 

I  have  thus,  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  New  Jersey  Histo- 
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rical    Society,  set  before  you,  with  such  ability   as  I   possess,  a  brief 

biography  of  one  whose, 

"  life  was  gentle,  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  np 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  '  This  was  a  man  f  " 

and  I  can  most  truly  adopt  Lord  Erskine's  words  in  closing  the  preface 
to  Mr.  Fox's  speeches,  that  I  regard  it  as  the  most  happy  circumstance 
of  my  life,  to  have  had  the  opportunity  of  thus  publicly  expressing 
veneration  for  his  memory. 

I  know  not  how  I  can  more  fittingly  conclude  this  memorial  of 
Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  than  by  quoting  a  passage  with  which  Mr.  Bryant 
closed  a  discourse  on  Washington  Irving.  "  If  it  were  becoming,"  said 
the  poet,  "  at  this  time  and  in  this  assembly  to  address  our  departed 
friend  as  if  in  his  immediate  presence,  I  should  say,  Farewell,  thou  who 
hast  entered  into  the  rest  prepared  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  for 
serene  and  gentle  spirits  like  thine.  Farewell !  Happy  in  thy  life, 
happy  in  thy  death,  and  happier  in  the  reward  to  which  that  death  was 
the  assured  passage.  The  brightness  of  that  enduring  fame  which 
thou  hast  won  on  earth,  is  but  a  shadowy  symbol  of  the  glory  to  which 
thou  art  admitted  in  the  world  beyond  the  grave.  Thy  errand  upon 
earth  was  an  errand  of  peace,  and  good-will  to  men,  and  thou  art  now 
in  a  region  where  hatred  and  strife  never  enter,  and  where  the  harmo- 
nious activity  of  those  who  inhabit  it  acknowledges  no  impulse  less 
noble  or  less  pure  than  that  of  love." 
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TRENTON,  January  19th,  1871. 

THE  SOCIETY  held  their  twenty -sixth  annual  meeting  in  the  rooms  of 
the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade,  Joux  RUTIIKUFURD,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice 
Presidents,  presiding. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  in  May  1870,  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since  the 
last  meeting,  and  laid  upon  the  table  letters  from  the  Rev.  J.  8.  B. 
Hodges,  Messrs.  L.  Spencer  Goble,  James  F.  Rusling,  Theophilus  T. 
Price,  F.  C.  Lowthorp,  Rutherfurd  Stuyvesant,  Guy  La  Tourette,  Amos 
Clark  Jr.,  George  S.  Mott,  John  Russell,  Monroe  Howell,  John  F.  Ward, 
M.  D.  and  Howard  Potter,  accepting  their  election  as  members ;  from 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Rhode  Island,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Maine  and 
Massachusetts,  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Institutes 
of  Essex,  Mass.,  and  Wilmington,  Del.,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
Society's  publications  :  from  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  making 
some  inquiries  relative  to  Gen'l.  Arthur  St  Clair ;  from  the  U.  S.  Coast 
Survey  Office  and  Department  of  the  Interior,  transmitting  books  for 
the  Library  ;  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Drake,  drawing  attention  to  his  New  Dic- 
tionary of  American  Biography ;  from  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  relinquishing 
his  intention  of  publishing  his  Reminiscences  of  the  New  Jersey  Bench 
and  Bar,  and  transmitting  a  paper  on  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey 
adopted  in  1776,  and  from  various  other  gentlemen  on  matters  connected 
with  the  Society's  operations. 
13 
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The  Treasurer  submitted  his  annual  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures 
duly  audited  by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  showing  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  $490.22  and  invested  funds  amounting  to  $1,420. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  additions  to  the  Library  and  Cabinet, 
by  donations  since  the  last  meeting,  and  exhibited  some  of  the  articles 
for  the  inspection  of  the  members  present.  His  report  will  be  found 
printed  on  a  subsequent  page. 

Rev.  Dr.  HALF,  from  the  Executive  Committe  read  the  following  report : 

"  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society,  referring  to  the  reports 
which  will  be  submitted  from  the  other  committees  for  the  details  of  its 
management,  would  congratulate  the  members  on  its  progressive  useful- 
ness, the  more  gratifying  because  the  result  of  no  spasmodic  effort.  Its 
advancement  may  not  be  such  as  to  attract  attention  from  those  out  of 
the  immediate  sphere  of  its  effects,  but  it  is  sufficiently  manifest  to  give 
encouragement  to  those  who  are  identified  with  it,  and  to  lead  to  san- 
guine expectations  that  it  is  destined  to  be  eventually,  if  it  is  not  now, 
an  institution  to  which  every  citizen  may  look  with  interest,  as  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  memorials  of  a  history  in  which  all  may  feel 
a  becoming  pride.  Unendowed,  either  from  public  or  private  sources, 
all  that  it  has  accomplished  has  been  the  result  of  present  interest  of  its 
members,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may,  ere  long,  be  relieved  from 
entire  dependence  for  means  to  extend  its  usefulness  upon  a  source  that 
must  be,  necessarily,  liable  to  fluctuations.  There  are  those  in  New 
Jersey,  and  they  not  a  few,  who  have  been  or  are  now  connected  with 
its  history,  who  should  feel  sufficient  interest  in  an  institution  intended 
to  perpetuate  their  acts  to  place  it  beyond  the  peradventures  and  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  future  by  providing  for  it  a  suitable  endowment. 

"  The  Committee  have  not  been  called  upon  to  act,  under  the  authority 
conferred  upon  them,  to  cooperate  with  any  Literary  Society  in  the 
erection  of  a  fire  proof  building  on  the  Society's  lot  of  ground  in 
Newark,  no  propositions  of  any  kind  having  been  made  to  them.  The 
Committee  would  suggest  the  propriety,  of  authorizing  the  Finance 
Committee  to  take  steps  to  have  the  property  made  productive,  should 
theie  be  no  prospect  of  its  being  wanted  for  the  contemplated  building 
within  a  reasonable  period. 

"  At  the  May  meeting  the  Society  desired  the  Committee  to  make 

arrangements  for  holding  a  meeting  at  Somerville  in  September.     As  the 

time  approached,  the  members  in  that  part  of  the  State,  upon  whose 

cooperation  the  Committee  relied,  found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  the 
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necessary  papers  for  the  occasion;  and  at  their  request  the  meeting  was 
postponed. 

"A  few  days  after  the  meeting  in  May  the  painful  duty  devolved  upon 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  announcing  to  the  member.1}  the  death 
of  their  highly  respected  President,  Richard  Stockton  Field,  after  a 
distressing  illness  of  five  weeks.  As  was  then  stated,  "  Mr.  Field  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Society,  participating  in  the  proceedings 
at  its  organization,  on  the  29th  of  February,  1845,  and  throughout  the 
quarter  of  a  century  since,  has  ever  manifested  a  warm  interest  in  its 
success ;  at  all  times  extending  his  active  and  efficient  aid  in  farthering 
its  objects,  being  always  present  at  its  meetings,  and  giving  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  duties  of  several  important  committees.  Elected  one  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  in  1851,  he  continued  to  hold  the  position 
until  1865,  when  on  the  elevation  of  the  Hon.  James  Parker  to  the 
Presidency  on  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  he  was 
choseu  First  Vice  President,  and  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Parker,  in  1868, 
succeeded  him  in  the  Presidency.  The  published  "  Proceedings,"  and 
"Collections"  of  the  Society  afford  abundant  evidence  of  his  high 
literary  abilities,  in  the  contributions  from  his  pen  which  they  contain  ; 
among  them,  particularly  noticeable,  being  his  papers  upon  the  lives  and 
characters  of  his  two  predecessors.  The  members  consequently  cannot 
but  deeply  feel  the  loss  of  one  so  intimately  connected  with  the  Society, 
and  whose  intercourse  with  them  has  been  uniformly  so  courteous  and 
agreeable. 

'"  Not  only  as  members  of  the  Society  have  we  reason  to  lament  the 
death  of  Mr.  Field,  but  as  Jerseymen  we  cannot  but  deplore  the  loss  to 
the  State  of  one  who  so  ably  filled  every  position  in  whieh  he  was  called , 
whether  at  the  Bar  or  on  the  Bench,  in  her  Legislative  halls,  or  in  the 
Senate,  when  furthering  her  educational  interests  in  peace,  or  upholding 
her  honor  in  time  of  war — ever  proving  himself  one  of  her  most  faithful 
sons." ' 

"  His  life  and  public  services  will  be  the  theme  of  the  address  to-day, 
by  one  who  knew  him  well,  rendering  any  further  allusion  thereto 
unnecessary  by  your  committee. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  and  distribution  of 
another  number  of  the  "  Proceedings."  They  regretted  to  have  to 
announce  that  Judge  Elmer  had  relinquished  the  intention  of  furnishing 
the  Society  his  "Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey," 
a  portion  of  which  was  read  before  it  in  January  and  May,  1870.  It  was 
intended  to  make  the  manuscript  of  Judge  Elmer  the  subject  matter  of  the 
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next  volume  of  "Collections"  instead  of  the  papers  of  Ferdinand  John 
Paris,  which  the  Society  ordered  published  in  May  1869.  Judge  Elmer's 
decision  having  rendered  it  impracticable  to  carry  out  that  intention, 
the  preparation  of  the  Paris  papers  would  be  proceeded  with  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  Covering  a  period  of  great  interest  during  the  Provincial 
Era,  it  was  intended  that  the  papers  should  be  accompanied  with  such 
notes  and  explanatory  matter  as  would  make  them  more  readily  available 
to  the  student  of  our  history,  and  add  to  the  interest  of  the  general 
reader. 

"  A  Historical  Society,"  said  the  committee,  "  is  only  half  performing  its 
functions  if  it  is  satisfied  with  merely  collecting  the  materials  for  history. 
It  should  consider  it  equally  obligatory  to  disseminate,  to  as  great  an 
extent  as  possible,  through  tlic  agency  of  the  press,  a  knowledge  of  what 
it  has  collected.  While  we  can  point  with  satisfaction  to  what  we  have 
done  in  fulfillment  of  both  these  obligations,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there 
will  be  no  disposition  evinced  to  abate  our  endeavors  to  Increase  the 
number  of  our  printed  pages.  It  would  encourage  the  committee  in 
their  labors  to  see  that  the  members  manifested  a  greater  appreciation  of 
their  value  by  securing  copies  of  the  works  already  published. " 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  an  arrangement  had  been 
made  with  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Newark,  whereby  the 
meetings  of  that  institution,  and  its  committees,  are  to  be  held  in  one 
of  the  rooms  of  the  Society ;  the  objects  of  the  Board  of  Trade  being 
sufficiently  homogeneous  with  those  of  the  Society  to  render  this 
cooccupancy  mutually  agreeable,  particularly  as  the  members  of  both 
organizations  are  mostly  the  same.  Additional  fixtures  and  furniture 
will  be  introduced  into  the  rooms  by  the  Board,  contributing  to  their 
attractiveness  and  comfort.  The  committee  regretted  they  were  not  able 
to  report  any  accessions  to  the  Library  Fund;  deaths  and  discontinued 
subscriptions  had  operated  much  against  it,  and  many  plans  for  the  im- 
provement and  increase  of  the  library  would  have  to  be  postponed  unti 
a  more  propitious  period. 

The  Cornmiteee  on  Nominations  presented  a  favorable  report  upon  the 
names  of  a  large  number  of  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them, 
who  were  thereupon  elected  by  ballot,  and  further  nominations  were 
received. 


The  Chairman  then  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees 

f     ti 

tor  tue  year ; 
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Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whiteheacl,  Samuel  H.  Pen- 
nington,  M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N.  Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P. 
Jackson,  Edward  Sealy,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  officers  residing  in  New- 
ark. 

Committee  on  Finance — John  Rutherfurd,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  Joseph  X. 

Tuttle,  David  A.  Hayes  and  William  B.  Mott. 

• 
Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.   Duryee,   and 

Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D. 

Committee  on  Statistics — X.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson, 
Samuel  Hamill,  D.D.,  E.  31.  Shreve  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  CAMPFIELD,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  and  Col.  JOY  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  Nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year.  The  committee 
subsequently  reported  the  folio  wing  list  which  was  unanimously  adopted  ; 

OFFICERS  FOK   1871. 

President — JOHN  RUTHERFURD,  of  Newark. 

Vice  Presidents — HENRY  W.  GREEN,  of  Trenton  ;  REVACP  K.  ROGERS, 
D.D,  of  Boundbrook ;  SAMUEL  M.  HAMCLL,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Correspondinq  Secretary — WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — DAVID  A.  HAYES,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  of  Newark  ; 
N.  Norris  Halsted,  of  Kearney;  John  Hall,  D.D.,  of  Trenton;  John 
Clement,  of  Haddonfield ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton ;  Wm.  B.  Kin- 
ney, of  Englewood ;  Peter  S.  Duryee,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of 
Yardville  ;  Theodore  F.  Randolph,  of  Morristown. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  HAMILL  presented,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Henry  B.  Kennedy, 
of  Bloomsburg,  a  number  of  interesting  manuscripts  referring  to  opera- 
tions of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  New  Jersey,  between  1777, 
and  1780.,  and  a  deed,  dated  May  7th,  1689,  from  Walter  Clark  to 
Walter  Newbury  conveying  112£  acres  in  what  is  now  the  township  of 
Greenwich,  in  Warren  County,  for  an  insignificant  consideration  ;  Green- 
wich being  now  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  townships  in  the  State. 

Mr.  HAYES  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

WHEREAS.  The  Society  is  informed  that  the  flags  of  the  different  New  Jersey 
Regiments  so  gallantly  borne  during  the  late  war,  are  liable  to  injury  and  decay 
•where  they  are  at  present  deposited— 
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Hesolved,  That  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  requested  to  take  such  steps  as 
may  be  necessary  to  have  all  the  flags  and  other  mementoes  of  the  gallantry  of 
the  New  Jersey  troops  that  are  now,  or  that  may  be  hereafter  placed  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  State  Government,  removed  to  the  State  House  and  deposited  in  some 
suitable  receptacle  therein,  where  they  may  be  properly  preserved  and  seen  by 
the  people  of  the  State. 

After  some  remarks  by  Adiutant  General  STRTKEII,  and  General  RUB- 
LING,  explanatory  of  the  present  condition  of  the  flags,  the  preamble  and 
resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  C.  C.  HAVEN  presented  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Washington,  to 
a  Mr.  Gird,  of  Alexandria,  the  original  of  which  is  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  J.  K.  Barton,  of  New  Brunswick,  referring  to  the  sale  of  a  tract 
of  2,448  acres  of  land  in  Ohio  belonging  to  him,  exhibiting  Washington's 
business  qualifications  in  a  striking  light ;  and  also  an  original  grant 
from  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  signed  by  Patrick  Henry  as  Gov- 
ernor, to  John  Reed,  for  land  in  Monongahela  County,  July  10,  1780. 

Mr.  HAVEN  also  presented  for  the  examination  of  the  members  a  pho- 
tographic copy  of  the  picture,  published  at  the  time,  representing  the 
triumphal  arch  over  the  bridge  crossing  the  Assanink  under  which 
Washington  passed  on  his  way  to  New  York  to  assume  the  Presidency 
in  1789  ;  and  directed  attention  to  the  impropriety  of  placing  an  inscrip- 
tion on  a  bridge  occupying  the  same  position  (which  had  been  recently 
rebuilt)  likely  to  convey  the  impression  that  the  first  bridge  was  built  in 
1822.  It  was  probable  that  the  bridge  represented  in  the  picture,  over 

which   Washington  passed,   was  constructed  some   years    before    the 

,   ,.  - 

revolution. 

Mr  DUBYEK,  in  view  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  propriety  of  leasing  or  otherwise  occupying  the  lot  of  ground 
belonging  to  the  Society  in  Newark,  in  order  that  it  may  be  rendered  productive, 
be  referred  to  the  Finance  Committee  with  power  to  carry  out  such  plans  for  the 
purpose  as  to  them  may  seem  most  beneficial  to  the  Society. 

After  remarks  from  Messrs.  Hayes,  Livingston,  Hamilland  Whitchead, 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Some  conversation  was  had  respecting  the  value  of  local  historical 
sketches,  so  often  lost  to  the  general  State  historian  from  their  being 
confined  to  newspapers  of  restricted  circulation,  and  it  was  suggested  to 
the  members  as  likely  to  prove  of  essential  service,  to  transmit  all  such 
sketches  coming  under  their  notice  for  preservation  in  the  Library  of  the 
Society. 
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ADJUTANT  GENERAL  STRYKER  stated  that,  the  Rosters  which  he  had 
been  preparing,  of  the  officers  and  men  from  New  Jersey  who  had 
served  in  the  several  wars  of  the  republic  were  nearly  readv  for  presen- 
tation to  the  Legislature,  but  he  would  still  be  obliged  for  any  informa- 
tion that  might  furnish  him  with  additional  names,  particularly  of  those 
serving  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  after  which,  Anthony  Q. 
Keasbey,  Esq.,  of  Newark,  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  life  and  public  ser- 
vices of  the  late  Richard  Stockton  Field,  President  of  the  Society." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Olyphant,  of  Princeton,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  tendered  to  Mr.  Keasbey  for  his  interesting  portraiture  of  Judge 
Field's  career,  and  a  copy  requested  for  publication. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered 
to  the  Boird  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Trenton  for  the  use  of  their  rooms, 
which  had  been  so  generously  extended  to  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third  Thursday 

of  May  next. 

. 
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• 
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Letter  received  from  MR.  HENRY  R.  KENNEDY,  accompanying  the  documents 
referred  to  on  Page  103. 

BLOOMSBURY,  Dec.  31st,  1870. 
Rev.  S.  M.  HAMILL,  D.D. 

DEAR  SIR  : — In  response  to  your  request,  I  send  some  information  re- 
lating to  the  "Deed  from  Walter  Carr  to  Walter  Newbury,  and  transfer 
to  John  Cook,  which  you  kindly  agreed  to  place  in  the  archives  of  the 
His'orical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and  I  also  request  that  you  will  place 
the  enclosed  papers  of  revolutionary  interest,  in  the  same  depository. 

John  Cook,  to  whom  the  Deed  was  transferred,  possessed  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  land  contained  in  the  lower  or  western  valleys  of  the  Muscon- 
etcong  and  Pohatcong,  in  the  County  of  Burlington,  West  Jersey,  (now 
Warren.) 

The  farm  described  in  "  the  Deed,"  (and  which  I  now  possess  as  a 
lineal  descendent  of  John  Cook,)  is  a  part  of  eleven  hundred  acres  lying 
between  Silver  Hill,  on  the  Warren  side  of  the  Musconetcong  Creek,  and 
the  northern  side  of  the  Pohatcong  Creek,  near  to  the  Old  Church  of 
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Greenwich.  At  this  place  is  the  Flouring  Mill  of  Col.  West,  (mentioned 
in  one  of  the  enclosed  papers,)  subsequently  transferred  to  Robert  Ken- 
nedy, and  whence  the  American  army  obtained  much  flour  and  feed. 
The  old  house  attached  to  this  property  (and  which  yet  remains,)  was  the 
homestead  of  the  notorious  Sam.  Severns ;  who  was  hanged  as  a  traitor. 
After  the  purchase  by  my  grandfather,  the  refugees  and  tones  attacked 
the  old  house,  and  in  one  of  their  shootings  killed  a  dog  at  my  grand- 
mother's feet,  but  the  defense  was  so  determined  as  to  compel  their  re- 
treat. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  tract  adjoins  the  celebrated  "Chelsea  Forge" 
property,  whence  Washington  procured  iron  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
Near  to  this  place  one  of  the  farms  contained  in  "  the  tract,"  is  the  site 
ci  David  Brainard's  Church,  where  he  used  to  preach  to  the  Indians. 

"  The  Farm  "  whereon  I  now  live,  was  the  homestead  of  Captain 
Arthur  Henery,  (a  great  grandson  of  John  Cook)  and  mentioned  in  one 
of  the  inclosed  papers.  Within  view  of  this  place  is  the  famous  "Vale 
of  the  ttraw."  Where  Captain  Henery  and  Robert  Kennedy's  Team  Bri- 
gade used  to  procure  straw  and  provender  in  their  passage  to  and  from 
"Philadelphia,  Chelsea  Forge,  the  White  House,  and  Morristown." 
Near  this  line  of  road  Major  Kennedy,  (a  brother  of  Robert)  was  killed, 
whilst  fighting  the  tory  Doanes,  of  Tinnicum. 

The  "  Straw  Tavern"  used  to  be  the  residence  of  Benjamin  Fish,  Esq. 
of  Trenton,  K  J.     "  St.  James'  Church,"  at  this  place,  used  to  be  one  of 
the  preaching  posts  of  Dominie  Hecht. 

Yours,  truly, 

HENRY  R.  KENNEDY. 

P.  S.  The  Cemetery  of  the  Old  Church  of  Greenwich,  contains  the 
graves  of  Captain  McCuIlough,  one  of  Washington's  Braves  at  the  Battle 
of  Princeton,  and  General  Maxwell,  the  hero  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Brandywine.  Kt 

V*  Accompanying  Mr.  Kennedy's  letter  were  a  Deed  dated  May  7th,  1GS9, 
from  Walter  Clark  to  Walter  Newbury  for  112%  acres,  "within  the  Towne  bounds 
of  Burlington  ;"  and  several  other  documents  relating  to  the  Quartermaster's  op- 
erations in  1777, 1778  and  1730,  being  orders  for  forage,  &c. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  19,  1871. 

From  the  Jfasxadiusetts  Historical  Society — History  of  East  Boston,  by 
W.  H.  Sumner. 

Harvard  Memorial  Biographies — 2  Vol., 

Proceedings  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  in  memory  of  Edward 
Everett,  and  "W.  H.  Prescott. 

Oration  before  the  City  Authorities  of  Boston,  July  4,  1870,  by  Win. 
Everett,  Tribute  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  to  Josiah 
Quincy,  and  to  George  Livermore. 

Memoir  of  Joseph  Story,  L.L.D. 

Catalogue  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Society's  Library  1811  By-Laws 
of  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  Mr.  Adams  discourse  before  the 
Society — Speech  of  Hon  Josiah  Quincy,  Feb.  1858. 

Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Meeting,  and  addresses  of  Hon.  R.  C. 
Winthrop,  and  Edward  Everett,  1857. 

Address  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Thomas  Sherwin,  by  R.  C. 
Waterston,  Feb.  16,  1870. 

The  Lite  of  Mr.  Thomas  Dudley,  (Cotton  Mather's.) 

Vocabulary  of  the  Massachusetts  (or  Natick)  Indian  Language. 

History  of  Baker  and  Ingraham,  Rebellion  in  Virginia  in  1075-6. 

Reports  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths,  in  City  of  Boston,  1869. 

Reports  19,  20,  and  21,  of  Executive  Committee  on  Children  of  the 
Destitute  in  Boston — and  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Tem- 
porary Home  for  the  Destitute  General  Laws  and  Resolves  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  Session  of  1870. 

Dr.  Frothingham's  Address  before  the  Alumni  Theological  School, 
also  Sermon  on  resigning  his  pastoral  charge,  March  10, 1850. 

Report  of  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 

Report  on  the  Public  School  and  the  System  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  Rules  of  the  School  Committee. 

Letters  of  John  Andrews  Esq.,  of  Boston,  1772-76. 

Catalogue  ol  Groton  Public  Library. 

Groton  (Massachusetts)  School  Committee,  Annual  Reports,  1868-9 
and -1869-70. 

Catalogue  of  Unitarian  S.  School  Library,  Groton,  1869. 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Irish   Benevolent  Association, 
Groton. 

Report  of  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Infant  Asylum,  1869  ami 
1870. 

Directory  of  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  1867-G8  70  and  71. 
Report  (72d  annual)  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  1863. 
Annual  Report  (17th,)  of  the  American  Congregational  Association, 
1870. 

Annual  Report  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  Jan.  21, 1851. 
Reports  of  the  4th  and  10th  Anniversaries  of  the  Needlewoman's 
Friend  Society. 

Regulations  of  the  School  Committee  of  Dorchester,  1866. 
Defence  of  Mr.  Gould  by  the  Scientific  Council  of   the   Dudley 
observatory. 

From  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society,  Vol.  II. 
From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa,  April  and  July,  1870. 
From  the  Wilmington,  Del.  Institute — Twelfth  Annual  Report. 
From  the  American  PhilosopldiMl  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
Vol.  XI,  Nos.  83  and  84,  and  Transactions  of  the  Society,  at  Phila- 
delphia, Vol.  XIV,  New  Series  pt.  2. 

Fi'om  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society  at 
Boston,  April  27, 1870,  and  at  the  Annual  Meeting  at  Worcester,  Oct. 
1,  1870. 
From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society  Vol.  IIL 

Part  1. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society — Register  and 
Journal,  Nos.  3  and  4,  of  Vol.  XXIV,  and  No.  1,  Vol.  XXV.  Anniver- 
sary Quarter  Century  Discourse. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution— Smithsonian  Contributions  to  knowl- 
edge Vol.  16,  Smithsonian  Miscellaneous  Collections,  Vol.  VIII  and  IX. 
From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute,  Nos.  5  and  6  Vol.  II. 
From  the  Department  of  the  Interior — Documents  of  the  Fortieth  Con- 
gress, Third  Session,  28  Volumes. 

From  the  Quartermaster   General    U.   S. — The  Roll  of  Honor  No.   25. 
From  the  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey — Report  for  1867,  and  Map  of 
Alaska  and  adjoining  Territory,  Tukon  River,  Ranges  of  Mountains. 
Shores  of  Norton's  Sound,  &c.     1869. 

From  N.  Y.  State  Librarian — 52d  Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  the 
Library. 
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From  Yale  College  Librarian — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  in 
Yale  College,  1870-71. 

From  Prof.  Cameron — Catalogue  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  1869. 

From  the  Authors— Historic  and  Antiquarian  Scenes  in  Brooklyn  and 
Vicinity.  By  T.  W.  Field. 

A  Biographical  Sketch  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  A  Tribute  to  the 
Memory  of  Hon.  Wm.  Willis,  L.L.D.,  and  a  Necrological  notice  of 
Hon.  Richard  S.  Field  L.L.D.  By  Charles  H.  Hart 

Memorials  of  the  Cranes  of  Chilton,  (England,)  also  Ancestry  of  Mary 
Oliver,  who  lived  1640-1698,  and  was  wife  of  Samuel  Appleton  of 
Ipswich.  By  Wm.  S.  Appleton. 

Memorial  of  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick.     By  J.  G.  Wilson. 

From  Frederic,  J.  Dreer — Centennial  Celebration  by  the  Annin  Family 
at  the  Old  Stone  House  in  Somerset  County,  N.  J.  Aug.  15,  1866. 

From  Asher  Taylor — Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  Dec.  31,  1869. 

The  First  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  National  Guard,  N.  Y.  May 
18,  1869. 

From  Rev.  President  Tattle — Logan's  History  of  Indianapolis,  from  1818, 

The  City  of  Indianapolis,  its  advantages  as  a  manufacturing  and 

trading  point.     Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,  by  E.  T.  Cox,  1869« 

Thirty-Third  Anniversary  of  the  Monroe  Presbytery,  held  in  Adrian, 

Sept.  4,  1867. 

From  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley — The  Petitions  and  Memorials  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  East  and  West  Jersey  to  the  Legislature,  with  a  Map  of 
the  State  and  the  Country  adjacent,  and  Appendix,  January  1775. 
A  collection  of  Maps.  Newark,  1834,  1847,  1850  and  1858.  New 
Jersey  1828  and  1850.  Essex  County,  1850.  Somerset,  1850.  Middle- 
sex, 1850.  Mercer,  Hunterdon,  1852.  Sussex,  1860.  Union,  1862. 
Burlington,  1849.  New  York,  1849.  New  York  Bay  and  Harbor,  1834. 
Jersey  City,  Hoboken,  and  vicinity,  1841.  United  States,  1846. 
Minntes  (M.  S.)  of  Township  Committee  in  1806,  1807, 1808. 

From  James  G.  Wilson — Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Fitz  Greene  Halleck. 
Dedication  of  the  Monument  erected  in  Honor  of  Fitz  Greene  Halleckj 
at  Guilford,  Conn. 

From  Rev.  A.  B.  King — Six  original  letters,  directed  to  Dr.  Robert  Halsted, 
Sugar  House,  N.  Y.  between  March  31  and  May  15,  1871,  by  M. 
Halsted. 

From  J.  R.  JBurnet—A.nna.}s  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Vol.  14,  1870, 
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From  Jas.  H.  Tichenor — An  Indian  Axe,  found  on  the  Ticlicnor  Farm, 
West  Milford,  Paasaic  Co.  N.  J. 

From  Charles  Badgley — A  piece  of  the  Coat  of  Capt.  Win.  Leslie,  of  the 
17th  British  Regiment,  who  fell  at  the  Battle  of  Princeton  Jan.  3, 1777. 

From  Robert  Clarke—  Pioneer  Life  in  Kentucky,  a  Series  of  Reminiscential 
Letters  from  Daniel  Drake  M.D.  of  Cincinnati  to  his  Children. 

An  Account  of  the  Remarkable  occurrences  in  the  Life  and  Travels  of 
Col.  James  Smith,  during  his  Captivity  with  the  Indians  from  1755 
to  1759. 

History  of  Athens  County,  Ohio,  and  incidentally  of  the  Ohio  Land 
Company,  and  the  First  Settlement  of  the  State  at  Marietta,  with 
Personal  and  Biographical  Sketches,  &c.  By  Charles  M.  Walker. 

Pioneer  Biography,  Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  some  of  theEarly  Settlers 
of  Butler  County,  Ohio.  By  James  McBride,  Vol.  1.  Col.  George 
Clarke,  Sketch  of  his  Campaign  in  the  Illinois,  in  1778-9,  with  an 
introduction  by  Hon.  Henry  Pritle  of  Louisville,  and  an  Appendix. 

From  Henry  N.  Beach — Alsop's  Character  of  the  Province  of  Maryland, 
1666-71 

The  First  Church  Orange,  N.  J.  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sary, Nov.  24  and  25  1869.  Memorial. 

From  Rev.  G.  Hale,  D.D.—The  Emporium,  (newspaper)  May  27,  1826. 

From  Joel  Munsell — Manual  of  the  Albany  Institute,  1870.  Pedigrees  of 
the  Clark  and  Ross  Families.  By  Clifford  Stanley  Sims,  1870. 

From  F.  J.  Luudy — Circular,  Invitation  to  a  Dinner  by  Citizens  of  Mor- 
ristown,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Downfall  of  Bonaparte,  June  9,  1814, 
and  a  25  cent  Note  Stamp,  Aug  13,  1799,  for  New  Jersey. 

From  a  Member — The  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record, 
Devoted  to  the  interests  of  Amer.  Gen.  &  Biography,  Vol.  No.  1,  2,  3. 

From  J.  Wingate  Thornton— Report  by  the  State  Commission  on  Cheap 
Railway  Transmission  between  Boston  and  Lake  Ontario,  1870. 

From  Mrs.  Sarah  Reeees—The  Legend  of  Sleepy  Hollow,  Illustrated  by 
Darley,  1849. 

From  W.  A.  Whitehead—'M.a.p  of  the  Town  of  Parkersburg,  1855. 
The  Art  of  Manual  Defense  or  System  of  Boxing. 

From  Col.  R.  8  Swords— Proceedings  of  the  Second  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade.  Richmond.  Dec.  '69.  Charter  and 
By-Laws  of  the  Cape  Cod  Ship  Canal  Co.  with  List  of  Officers,  Map. 

From  Miss  Caroline  Spencer— A.  Revolutionary  Canteen,  lettered  U.  States, 
A.  V.  D.  H.  1777,  June  the  8,  1777. 
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MEMOIR. 


This  Society  was  organized  at  Trenton,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1845.  Among  its  founders  were  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  James 
Parker  and  Richard  S.  Field.  They  were  successively  elected  Presidents 
of  the  Society,  and  continued  to  hold  that  office  during  their  respective 
lives.  The  first  from  1845  to  1864,  the  second  from  1805  to  1868,  and 
the  last  from  1869  to  1870.  These  three  men,  so  strikingly  different  in 
their  characters  and  their  careers,  will  remain  marked  figures  in  the  his- 
tory of  New  Jersey.  The  influence  of  their  labors  will  reach  far  into 
the  future  of  their  native  State.  It  is  one  of  the  purposes  of  this 
Society  to  gather  up  the  details  of  the  labors  of  such  men,  and  to  pre- 
serve for  perpetual  memory  the  features  of  their  lives. 

Happily  iu  the  case  of  the  first  two  Presidents,  this  duty  devolved 
upon  the  last.  Judge  Field's  papers,  read  before  the  Society,  on  the  lives 
and  characters  of  Chief  Justice  Hornblower  and  Mr.  Parker,  are  models 
of  faithful,  eloquent,  and  discriminating  eulogy.  It  is  now  my  privilege, 
accorded  to  me  from  my  close  relations  with  him  in  the  latter  years  of 
his  life,  to  endeavor  to  portray  his  character,  and  to  recount  his  varied 
labors.  I  regret  that  even  with  his  examples  before  me,  and  with  a 
subject  as  full  of  interest  as  his,  I  must  fall  so  far  below  the  pattern  he 
has  given  me. 

RICHARD  STOCKTON  FIELD  was.  a  thorough  Jerseyman,  by  ancient  lin- 
eage, in  all  his  sympathies  and  pursuits,  and  in  all  the  associations  of  his 
life 

He  was  born  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1803,  at  Whitehills,  in  the 
County  of  Burlington.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Field  and  Abby,  the 
youngest  daughter  of  Richard  and  Annis  Stockton. 

I  find  among  his  paper  a  sketch  of  the  Field  family.  It  is  in  his  own 
hand-writing,  and  seems  to  be  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  to  some  inquirer 
as  to  the  history  of  the  family.  It  is  as  follows  : 

"  John  Field  was  the  first  of  the  name  who  settled  in  New  Jersey.  He 
was  the  grandson  of  Robert  Field,  who  in  1644,  came  from  England  to 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  year  after  removed  to  Flushing, 
Long  Island.  His  descent  can  be  traced  back  in  a  direct  line  to  John 


MEMOIR  OF   RICHARD   S.    FIELD.  113 

Field,  a  distinguished  astronomer,  who  died  in  the  reign  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  and  who  was  the  first  to  introduce  the  Copernican  system  of  As- 
tronomy into  England.  It  was  in  recognition  of  the  great  service  which 
he  had  thus  rendered  to  the  cause  of  science,  that  he  received  a  patent 
in  1558,  the  5th  and  6th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  authorizing  him  to  bear  a 
crest  over  his  family  arms,  "a  red  right  arm  issuing  from  the  clouds  and 
supporting  a  golden  sphere,''  thereby  intimating  the  splendor  of  the 
Copernican  discovery.  I  have  in  my  possession  a  seal  with  three  sides 
to  it,  which  was  no  doubt  brought  to  this  country  by  Robert  Field,  and 
which  has  beeu  handed  down  from  one  generation  to  another.  On  one 
side  is  the  family  coat  of  arms,  "a  chevron  between  three  wheat  sheaves" 
on  the  other  side  is  the  crest  before  referred  to,  an  arm  supporting  a 
globe,  and  on  the  other  side  "  R.  F."  the  initials  of  the  name  of  Robert 
Field.  I  Inclose  an  engraving  of  the  coat  of  arms  surmounted  by  the 
crest. 

"  The  descendents  of  the  family  in  New  Jersey,  as  far  as  I  can  trace 
them  are, 

"  1.  Robert-Field,  who  was  born  January  G,  1694,  and  who  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susanna  Taylor. 

"  2.  Robert  Field,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Field,  who  was  born  May 
9,  1723,  and  died  January  29,  1775,  and  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of 
Oswald  and  Lydia  Peale. 

"  3.  Robert  Field,  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Field,  who  was  born  April  5, 
1775  and  died  April  24,  1810.  He  lived  at  Whitehill,  in  the  County  of 
Burlington,  a  plantation  which  had  been  in  the  family  probably  from 
the  first  settlement  in  New  Jersey.  He  married  Abby,  daughter  of  Rich- 
ard and  Annis  Stockton.  He  was  graduated  at  Princeton  College  in  1793, 
among  his  classmates  were  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Hobart  and  Joshua  M. 
Wallace.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five,  leaving  a  widow  who 
has  since  died,  and  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely, 
Mary  F.  Dunbar,  Richard  Stockton  Field  and  Hannah  B.  Olmsted." 

His  maternal  grandfather  Richard  Stockton,  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  one  of  the  last  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Provincial  Court  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  born  at  Princeton  on 
the  first  clay  of  October,  1730  and  died  on  the  twenty  eighth  of  February, 
1781.  It  would  be  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  the  incidents  of  his  career 
which  are  so  well  known  even  to  this  generation,  and  which  have  been 
so  carefully  preserved  in  the  paper  on  the  Provincial  Courts  of  New 
Jersey,  read  by  his  grandson,  and  published  amougthe  Collections  of  this 
Society. 
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During  the  next  year  after  the  death  of  Robert  Field,  his  family  re- 
moved to  Princeton  where  the  relatives  of  Mrs.  Field  resided.  lie 
entered  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1817,  and  was  graduated  in  1821, 
before  he  had  reached  the  age  of  eighteen.  I  learn  from  one  of  the  com- 
panions of  his  college  days,  that  he  was  very  studious  and  fond  of 
reading,  and  probably  laid  the  foundation  at  that  early  age  for  his  wide 
knowledge  of  English  and  Classic  literature.  He  took  the  second  honor 
in  his  class  and  was  thought,  as  the  gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
expresses  it,  to  possess  a  fine  and  masculine  understanding.  He  com- 
menced the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of  his  maternal  uncle  Richard 
Stockton,  with  whom  he  seems  to  have  been  a  special  favorite,  and  for 
whom  he  always  entertained  and  expressed  the  most  unbounded  admira- 
tion. Mr.  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  his  early  companion,  whom  I  have  alluded 
to,  and  also  a  student  in  Mr.  Stockton's  office,  says  "  each  winter  while 
studying,  I  spent  in  Georgia  and  when  at  home  studied  in  my  room,  but 
as  we  were  examined  together  by  Mr.  Stockton,  I  was  aware  of  his  rapid 
mastery  of  the  most  abstruse  works  on  law  such  as  Fearne  on  Remain- 
ders, and  Coke  upon  Littleton.  Soon  after  his  admissioit  to  the  bar  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Salem.  I  think  he  told  me  that  after  a  few 
years  practice,  lie  paid  a  visit  to  Mississippi  where  he  had  a  brother  or 
sister  living,  but  did  not  remain  although  strongly  solicited  to  do  so.  In 
1820  his  cousin  Commodore  Stockton  wished  to  draw  him  into  politics, 
but  he  wisely  resisted  the  temptation.  He  once  told  me  that  he  felici- 
tated himself  in  his  adhesion  to  this  resolution." 

He  was  led  to  go  to  Salem  by  the  advice  of  his  uncle  Lucius  Horatio 
Stockton,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  courts  in  that  county. 
Aaron  Ogden  Dayton,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  that  county  had 
recently  removed  to  New  York,  and  his  place  was  filled  by  Mr  Field, 
and  also,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Aaron  S.  Pennington  who  however  only 
remained  there  a  short  time.  Mr.Field  entered  with  his  usual  zeal  and  ardor 
upon  the  practice  of  the  law  in  Salem.  His  competitors  were  Alphonso 
L.  Eakin,  William  N.  Jelfers,  Francis  L.  Macculloch,  and  Richard  P. 
Thompson,  afterwards  Attorney  General.  Lawyers  were  gladiators  in 
those  days,  in  the  legal  and  political  arenas,  especially  in  a  place  so 
secluded  as  Salem  then  was.  Their  contests  over  a  will  or  some  other 
matter  of  local  interest,  were  apt  to  divide  the  whole  community  into 
rival  factions  led  by  their  respective  legal  champions.  And  they  some- 
times assumed  a  character  of  personal  bitterness,  which  is  now  happily 
almost  unknown. 

There  are  traditions  of  controversies  almost  amounting  to  quarrels 
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between  Mr.  Field  and  William  N.  Jeffers,  which  are  now  of  no  interest 
except  perhaps  as  being  one  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  change  of 
his  residence. 

He  married  in  1831  Mary  Ritchie,  the  niece  of  Judge  Joseph  Kille,  a 
prominent  citizen  of  Salem.  She  died  in  Princeton  September  8th.  1852, 
after  a  union  of  twenty-one  years.  I  have  heard  him  remark,  that  he 
then  intended  to  reside  permanently  in  Salem,  and  had  seat  the  furniture 
for  his  house  in  a  sioop  from  Philadelphia,  which  was  ice-bound  in  the 
river  through  the  winter  of  1831.  While  waiting  for  it  he  spent  the 
winter  in  Princeton,  which  led  to  a  change  of  plans,  and  he  removed  to 
Princeton  in  the  spring  of  1832  where  he  resided  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  part  of  Princeton  where  be  lived  was  then  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
dlesex, and  in  1833,  he  was  elected  to  the  General  Assembly.  He  was 
again  elected  in  1834. 

In  1837  the  question  of  erecting  the  new  County  of  Mercer  out  of 
parts  of  Huuterdou,  Burlington  and  Middlesex,  was  a  matter  of  exciting 
controversy,  and  he  was  again  elected  to  the  assembly  as  an  advocate  of 
the  law  creating  Mercer  County,  which  was  passed  February  22d,  1838. 

One  of  the  most  important  measures  passed  at  this  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature was  the  law  creating  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  state,  and  adding  two  Judges  to  the  Supreme  Court.  William  L. 
Dayton,  who  was  a  member  of  the  same  Legislature,  was  appointed  one 
of  the  new  Judges,  and  John  Moore  White,  then  Attorney  General  re- 
ceived the  other  appointment.  Mr.  Field  was  appointed  Attorney  Gen- 
eral in  the  place  of  Mr.  White.  These  three  appointments  were  made 
February  28,  1838. 

Thus  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five,  Mr.  Field  had  attained  the  high 
position  of  the  first  law  officer  of  the  state.  At  that  time  it  was 
customary  for  the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute  the  pleas  in  such 
counties  throughout  the  state  as  he  saw  proper,  and  he  entered  upon 
these  duties  with  characteristic  zeal.  He  regularly  attended  the  courts 
of  Essex  and  other  counties,  and  gained  high  distinction  as  an  ad- 
vocate in  criminal  cases.  These  duties  however  proved  burdensome 
and  distasteful  to  him,  and  he  resigned  the  office  in  1841,  and.  devoted 
himself  to  the  regular  practice  of  his  profession  in  Princeton.  His  rela- 
tives the  Stockton  family  were  then  largely  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Joint  Companies,  and  he  was  engaged  in  responsible  and  lucrative  pro- 
fessional duties  arising  out  of  that  relation. 

Up  to  1844,  the  government  of  the  state  had  been  administered  under 
the  provincial  Constitution  passed  prior  to  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
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dence,  July  4th,  1776,  and  although  that  document  was  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  illustrations  of  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  our  forefathers, 
yet  the  necessity  of  changes  in  the  fundamental  law  adapted  to  the 
altered  condition  of  the  state  had  long  been  felt.  Many  efforts  had  been 
made  to  bring  about  a  modification. 

At  length  on  the  23d  of  February,  1814,  a  law  was  passed  providing 
for  the  election  of  delegates,  to  prepare  a  constitution,  and  for  submitting 
the  same  to  the  people. 

The  number  of  delegates  was  to  be  equal  to  the  number  of  members 
of  the  General  Assembly  from  each  county.  Mercer  County  was  there- 
fore entitled  to  three,  among  whom  Mr.  Field  was  elected,  his  associates 
from  that  county  being  Henry  W.  Green  and  John  R.  Thompson. 

This  body  assembled  in  Trenton  on  the  14th  day  of  May.  1844,  and 
was  one  of  vast  importance  and  abiding  interest,  as  a  body  charged 
with  framing  the  fundamental  law  of  a  state  must  always  be.  After  the 
lapse  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  during  which  we  have  lived 
under  the  influence  of  their  labors  with  singular  harmony  and  prosperity, 
it  is  interesting  to  recall  some  of  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  so 
familiar  to  us  during  the  last  generation  and  who  are  so  rapidly  passing 
away.  Among  them  are  Governors  Isaac  H.  Williamson,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
Charles  C.  Stratton,  and  George  F.  Fort,  Chancellors  Oliver  S.  Halsted 
and  Henry  W.  Green  ;  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  Joshua 
Brick,  Jonathan  I.  Spencer,  Joshua  Swain,  Moses  Wills,  William  Nelson 
Wood,  Ferdinand  S.  Schenck,  Robert  S.  Kennedy ;— Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Daniel  Elmer,  Joseph  C.  Hornblower,  Henry  W.  Green, 
Joseph  F.  Randolph,  Elias  B.  D.  Ogden,  George  H.  Brown,  and  Martin 
Ryerson  ;  Senators,  Mahlon  Dickerson,  John  C.  Ten  Eyck  John  R.  Thom- 
son and  Alexander  G.  Cattell ;— Members  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, Silas  Condit,  Peter  D.  Vroom,  James  Parker,  George  II.  Brown, 
Charles  C.  Stratton  and  Joseph  E.  Edsall ;— Attorneys  General  Richard 
P.  Thompson,  Abraham  Browning  and  Richard  S.  Field,  besides  others 
of  high  destinction  in  other  than  political  fields,  such  as  Elias  Van  Arsdale, 
Robert  Gilchrist,  Peter  I.  Clark,  Alexander  Wurts,  Ephraim  Marsh, 
Phineas  B.  Kennedy  and  David  Naar. 

I  have  named  here  thirty-five  individuals,  repeating  some  who  have 
held  more  than  one  office.  The  whole  convention  contained  but  fifty- 
eight  only  twenty-three  besides  those  I  have  mentioned. 

This  is  a  remarkable  record.  If  worth  and  ability  are  to  be  measured 
in  any  degree  by  public  recognition  and  important  public  trusts,  then 
New  Jersey  succeeded  in  committing  this  high  duty  to  her  best  and 
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ablest  hands.  It  may  be  added  that  this  valuable  result  was  readied 
through  a  general  agreement  to  avoid  any  party  strife  in  the  selection, 
which  was  adhered  to,  with  a  single  exception.  "We  may  congratulate 
ourselves  at  this  day  that  a  work  so  important  was  done  under  circum- 
stances so  favorable. 

Mr.  Field  always  looked  back  with  satisfaction  on  his  share  of  this 
great  work.  The  convention  voted  down  a  resolution  offered  on  the  third 
day  of  the  session  to  employ  a  reporter  to  make  an  accurate  report  of  the 
proceedings  and  debates,  so  that  we  have  no  such  record  except  from  the 
newspapers  of  the  day. 

Immediately  upon  the  election  of  officers  Mr.  Field  offered  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution  which  were  adopted. 

WHEREAS  the  delegates  composing  the  convention  have  assembled  iu  pursuance 
of  law  to  prepare  a  constitution  for  the  government  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  ; 
and  whereas  upon  the  issue  of  our  deliberations  may  depend,  under  Providence, 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  this  and  future  generations;— and  whereas  in  view 
of  the  solemn  and  responsible  duties  devolved  upon  us,  it  is  meet  that  we  should 
acknowledge  our  dependence  upon  God,  and  invoke  his  blessing  upon  our 
labors ; — therefore, 

Jtesolved,  That  the  sittings  of  this  convention  be  opened  every  morning  witli 
prayer,  and  that  the  Clergymen  ot  the  City  of  Trenton  and  its  vicinity  be  invited 
to  officiate  upon  such  occasions. 

I  cite  this  in  order  to  show  how  deeply  he  felt  the  important  nature  of 
this  duty,  as  well  as  to  furnish  an  example,  of  the  felicitous  mode  of 
expression  for  which  he  was  so  remarkable. 

In  distributing  the  parts  of  the  constitution  among  different  commit- 
tees, he  was  placed  upon  that  relating  to  the  appointing  power. 

I  shall  hereafter  refer  at  length  to  his  earnest  efforts  before  and  after 
this  date,  in  behalf  of  public  education.  I  find  that  on  the  twelfth  of 
June  he  offered  a  resolution  in  the  convention  that  the  subject  of  com- 
mon schools  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  tive,  which  was  adopted. 
The  committee  through  him  as  its  chairman  reported  on  the  fourteenth 
of  June,  the  provision  which  is  now  found  in  Section  7  of  Article  IV  of 
the  Constitution  providing  for  the  secure  investment  and  preservation  of 
the  school  fund,  and  restraining  the  Legislature  from  borrowing,  appro- 
priating, or  using  the  fund  for  any  other  purpose  under  any  pretence 
whatsoever.  And  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  he  was  one  of  the  small  num- 
ber of  eight  members,  to  vote  in  favor  of  an  article  proposed  by  Mr.  Peter 
I.  Clark,  that  "  no  person  born  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  under  the  same,  unless  he  can  read  the  English 
language,  except  in  cases  of  physical  disability." 

The  constitution  framed  by  this  Convention  under  such  favorable  au- 
spices, was  ratified  by  the  people  and  continues  unchanged.  Only 
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thirty-five  hundred  and  twenty-six  votes  were  cast  against,  out  of  nearly 
twenty-four  thousand.  In  1852  an  association  was  formed  composed  of 
the  surviving  members  of  the  Convention  of  1844,  and  in  February, 
1853,  its  first  meeting  was  held  in  Trenton,  and  the  first  annual  address 
was  delivered  by  Mr.  Field.  His  subject  was  one  which  he  had  studied 
with  the  deepest  interest — the  Formation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  I  have  before  me  in  manuscript,  six  lectures  upon  this 
and  kindred  topics,  delivered  by  him  in  1847  in  the  College  of  New 
Jersey.  These,  with  the  published  address  before  the  Convention  Asso- 
ciation, would  form  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  principles  of  American  Constitutional  Law.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  design  which  I  know  he  cherished  at  one  time,  of  re- 
vising and  publishing  them  in  a  volume,  was  never  fulfilled. 

He  did  not  hold  any  other  political  office  until  his  appointment  as 
United  States  Senator  in  18G2,  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  years.  But 
this  was  not  the  least  active  and  useful  portion  of  his  life.  He 
was  actively  engaged  in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  but  more,  perhaps, 
than  any  other  member  of  our  bar,  he  gave  his  time  to  literary  pursuits 
and  to  public  labors  outside  of  the  ordinary  path  of  the  lawyer.  Prom- 
inent among  these  labors,  were  his  efforts  in  connection  with  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  and  with  the  work  of  public  education  in  this 
State. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1845,  as  I  have  stated,  he  attended  the  first 
meeting  of  this  Society,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  members  of  its  Ex- 
ecutive Committee. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  of  Princeton,  in  a  letter  read  at  this  meeting,  al- 
ludes to  the  fact  that  he  had  several  months  before  been  in  consultation 
with  Mr.  Field,  as  to  the  formation  of  such  a  Society,  and  it  will  be  ac- 
knowledged that  few  men  who  have  been  connected  with  it,  have  been 
more  faithful  to  its  interests,  or  contributed  more  copiously  to  its  pur- 
poses. He  was  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  in  1845  and  1846, 
and  again  in  1851  to  1859,  when  he  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice  Presi- 
dents. He  continued  to  hold  this  position  until  1869,  when  he  was 
elected  President,  to  succeed  the  Hon.  James  Parker.  An  examination 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society  will  show  how  earnestly  lie  labored 
to  promote  the  objects  of  the  Society,  under  circumstances  of  much  dis- 
couragement. 

One  of  his  most  important  labors  in  this  connection  was  his  paper  on 
The  Provincial  Courts  of  New  Jersey,  read  in  1848,  and  published  as 
the  third  volume  of  the  Collections  of  this  Society.  It  is  a  very  inter- 
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esting  and  valuable  history  of  the  Provincial  Courts  of  New  Jersey,  with 
sketches  of  the  Colonial  judges  and  lawyers,  forming  a  volume  of  over 
three  hundred  pages.  It  exhibits  the  careful  research  and  the  felicity  of 
expression  which  always  distinguished  him.  In  September,  1851,  he 
read  an  interesting  paper  on  the  Trial  of  Rev.  William  Tennent,  for 
perjury,  in  1742,  In  1852  he  contributed  the  leading  article  in  the 
Princeton  Review,  on  *'  The  Publications  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,"  with  a  special  notice  of  "  The  Papers  of  Governor  Lewis 
Morris."  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1865,  he  delivered  an  address  on  the 
Life  and  Character  of  Chief-Justice  Hornblower,  the  first  President  of  the 
Society,  and  again  in  1869,  he  performed  a  like  duty  as  to  his  immediate 
predecessor,  Mr.  James  Parker. 

Besides  these,  his  most  important  contributions,  he  was  always  zealous 
in  the  service  of  the  Society,  and  lost  no  opportunity  of  promoting  its 
efficiency,  and  adding  to  the  materials  which  it  is  its  object  to  preserve 
from  oblivion.  And  these  were  to  him  labors  of  love.  He  enjoyed  in- 
vestigation. He  was  proud  of  his  native  State,  and  was  eager  to  trace 
the  germs  of  her  institutions,  and  the  origin  of  her  laws  and  customs. 
Confident  of  her  future,  he  was  anxious  to  gather  up  and  preserve  all  the 
materials  of  her  early  history.  He  was  not  an  antiquary.  No  man 
looked  forward  more  eagerly  or  hopefully.  He  was  emphatically  a  man 
of  action,  for  the  present  and  the  future.  He  cherished  the  firmest  con- 
fidence in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  State  and  country,  and  was 
keenly  interested  in  all  plans  and  efforts  to  advance  them.  But  like  a 
wise  builder,  he  looked  carefully  to  the  foundation  upon  which  the  State 
was  to  be  built,  that  he  might  better  know  how  to  do  his  part  in  making 
it  symmetrical  and  permanent.  He  always  had  a  motive  for  his  labors, 
and  this  was  the  true  reason  of  his  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Historical  Society.  He  surveyed  the  State  as  a  whole,  in  its  individual 
life,  and  in  its  relations  to  our  complex  federal  system.  He  loved  to 
scrutinize  its  beginnings  and  to  trace  its  growth,  knowing  that  its  future 
must  arise  out  of  its  past,  and  be  moulded  in  a  great  degree,  according 
to  the  impress  of  its  origin  and  early  history.  It  will  be  fortunate  for 
this  Society  and  for  the  State,  if  we  shall  still  find  men  of  cultivation 
and  ability  like  the  first  three  Presidents,  who  shall  be  willing  to  look 
backward  as  well  as  forward  ;  to  learn  the  precious  lessons  and  to  gather  up 
the  fleeting  materials  of  the  past,  as  well  as  to  stnve  in  the  eager  pur- 
suits of  our  present  life.  In  the  keen  strife  for  personal  advantage,  we 
are  too  apt  to  neglect  those  duties  which  have  no  promise  of  profit  or 
fame.  In  our  urgent  race  for  the  rewards  set  before  us,  we  forget  to 


120  MK.MOIU   OK    UICIIAKD    S.    FIELD. 

leave  our  landmarks.  We  regard  such  labors  as  those  which  this  Society 
solicits  of  the  citizen,  as  thankless  tasks— fit  only  for  mousing  antiquaries, 
and  unworthy  of  men  who  strive  to  bear  a  part  in  the  duties  and 
labors  of  the  present.  We  are  almost  inclined  to  sneer  at  the  Dryasdusts 
who  stop  to  gather  up  the  wrecks  and  lumber  that  we  leave  behind,  and 
we  impatiently  bid  them  let  the  dead  past  bury  its  dead.  We  do  not 
appreciate  how  eagerly  some  future  age  will  seek  for  the  form  and  fea- 
tures of  this,  and  how  surely  the  next  age  will  be  moulded  by  this,  as 
we  have  been  by  those  that  have  already  passed.  Emerson  says  •  "  And 
him  I  reckon  the  most  learned  scholar,  not  who  can  unearth  for  me  the 
buried  dynasties  of  Sesostris  and  Ptolemy,  the  Sothiac  era,  the  Olym- 
piads and  the  consulships,  but  who  can  unfold  the  theory  of  this  par- 
ticular Wednesday."  There  is  a  wise  thought  in  this,  but  surely  he  is 
best  able  to  unfold  the  theory,  and  to  know  the  true  meaning  and  value 
of  the  present,  who  is  most  familiar  with  the  features  of  the  past.  It 
may  be  said  of  national  as  of  individual  life, — 

"  Now  !  It  is  gone,  our  hours  do  travel  post, 
Each  with  its  thought  or  deed,  its  why  or  how  ; 
But  know,  each  passing  hour  gives  up  its  ghost, 
To  dwell  within  thee,  an  eternal  now." 

I  make  these  observations,  with  much  sense  of  self-reproach  at  my 
own  neglect,  because  I  have  so  often  heard  Mr.  Field  enforce  the  duty 
they  allude  to,  and  know  how  intelligently  and  faithfully  he  endeavored 
to  discharge  it. 

And  this  brings  me  naturally  to  another  field  of  his  labors.  I  refer  to 
his  lifelong  efforts  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  New  Jersey. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  by  a  careful  research  to  trace  in  minute 
detail  the  beginning  and  course  of  these  labors.  But  prior  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Normal  School,  they  are  preserved  only  in  the  columns 
of  the  newspapers  of  the  Sta'.e  and  in  other  forms  equally  inaccessible. 
But  it  is  well  known  that  from  the  earliest  period  of  his  active  life  he 
was  devoted  to  the  cause  of  popular  education.  He  threw  himself  into 
this  cause  with  an  almost  passionate  zeal — not  as  a  hobby,  or  a  diversion  — 
not  as  a  means  to  other  ends — tot  for  popularity  or  personal  gain,  for  he 
labored  in  it  when  the  cause  was  by  no  means  a  popular  one.  He  did  it 
with  a  high  and  far  reaching  purpose.  He  understood  more  fully  than 
any  man  I  ever  knew,  the  true  foundation  of  a  State.  He  was  deeply 
versed  in  political  history  and  economy.  He  was  fully  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  free  government ;  and  with  the  broad  comprehension  that  was 
characteristic  of  his  mind,  he  knew  that  the  true  safety  of  the  State — 
the  only  guarantee  for  the  success  of  popular  government,  was  the  educa- 
tion of  the  people.  He  had  a  high  regard  for  our  Constitution  and  a 
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deep  interest  in  the  course  of  Legislation,  but  be  felt  that  the  wisest 
constitutional  safeguards,  and  the  best  laws,  must  be  powerless  and 
transitory,  if  the  people  were  left  in  ignorance.  And  he  knew  and  urged, 
long  before  it  was  made  a  part  of  our  State  system,  that  in  order  to 
educate  the  people  we  must  teach  the  teachers,  and  hence  his  faithful 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  State  Normal  School,  which  I  regard  as 
one  of  his  best  claims  to  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey. 

The  Act  to  establish  the  State  Normal  School  was  passed  February 
9th,  1855.  Mr.  Field  had  been  the  earnest  advocate  of  such  an  Act  for 
years.  He  was  one  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  was  at  once  elected 
President  of  the  Board,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  until 
the  close  of  his  life.  I  have  before  me  the  Annual  Reports  of  the 
Board  from  1855  to  1870,  comprising,  with  the  documents  connected 
with  them,  two  thick  volumes.  All  of  these  reports  were  written 
by  Mr.  Field — the  last  bearing  date  December  2,  1869.  They  form 
an  enduring  monument  to  his  fame.  The  results  of  the  labors  they 
record  .will  reach  far  into  the  future,  and  will  be  felt  in  remote 
generations,  when  all  monuments  by  which  we  strive  to  perpetuate 
the  memory  of  our  worthiest,  in  brass  or  marble,  shall  have  crumbled. 

Professor  William  F.  Phelps,  now  principal  of  the  Minnesota  State 
Normal  School,  was  chosen  to  that  position  in  this  State  on  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  school  in  1855,  and  held  it  until  March  1864.  To  his 
great  experience  and  ability  the  institution  is  indebted  for  much  of 
its  efficiency  and  success.  Knowing  the  intimate  relations  he  sustained 
with  Judge  Field,  during  that  period,  I  took  occasion  to  request  Professor 
Phelps  to  give  me  any  information  in  his  power,  as  to  his  connec- 
tion with  the  school  during  the  first  ten  years.  He  has  kindly  furnished 
me  with  a  sketch  so  full  of  interest,  that  I  need  no  excuse  for  reprodu- 
cing it  almost  entire.  He  says  : 

"  I  am  able  to  say  in  the  first  place  that  to  Judge  Field  more  than  to 
any  other  citizen,  or  to  any  number  of  citizens,  are  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  indebted  for  the  existence  and  success  of  the  Normal  School  of 
that  State.  It  was  established  as  you  may  know  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances. At  the  time  the  act  was  passed  there  was  no  responsible  politi- 
cal majority  in  the  Legislature,  as  parties  were  considerably  disintegrated. 
All  were  surprised  at  the  passage  of  the  Act  estab'ishing  the  Normal 
School.  Immediately  thereafter  a  combination  was  commenced  to  secure 
its  rejection  through  a  reconsideration.  This  movement  was  defeated  by 
the  adroit  management  of  some  of  its  friends  who  secured  the  executive 
signature  before  the  combination  was  complete.  This  secured  for  the 


122  MEMOIR   OP   UICHAKD   S.    FIELD. 

school  one  year's  lease  of  life.  In  the  meantime  the  Trustees  were 
appointed,  and  Judge  Field  was  elected  President  of  the  Board.  To  the 
duty  of  supervising  the  organization  of  the  school  and  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  building  for  its  accoraodation,  he  gave  himself  with  unsparing 
devotion.  He  felt  that  everything  depended  upon  the  successful  working 
of  the  school,  and  upon  committing  the  State  to  its  support  prior  to  the 
meeting  of  the  Legislature  of  the  following  year  1856.  My  acquaiutnace 
with  him  began  in  August,  1856,  immediately  after  my  appointment  as 
Principal.  To  his  intelligent,  appreciative  and  hearty  support  of  all  rny 
plans  of  organization  and  administration  was  due  the  success  and  popu- 
larity of  the  school,  which  has  since  been  the  source  of  such  unmeasured 
blessings  to  New  Jersey.  That  school  is  the  corner  stone  of  the  Common 
School  system  of  the  State,  and  to  its  benign  influence  more  than  to  any 
other  cause  are  the  people  indebted  for  the  vast  improvement  which  has 
been  effected  in  the  last  fifteen  years  in  that  direction. 

"When  the  late  Paul  Faruum  of  Beverly  proposed  the  munificent 
bequest  which  gave  to  the  State  the  building  bearing  his  name,  with  an 
endowment  of  $20,000  on  condition  that  the  State  should  adopt  the 
school  and  appropriate  annually  a  sum  equal  to  the  interest  of  the  en- 
dowment, it  was  Judge  Field's  thorough  appreciation  of  the  proposition 
and  his  tact  and  good  management,  that  ultimately  secured  its  acceptance. 
He  was  not  only  President  of  Board,  but  Chairman  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  and  I  have  known  him  repeatedly  to  go  from  Princeton  to 
Trenton  to  attend  a  called  meeting  of  the  Committe  and  be  the  only 
member  present.  His  sacrifices  for  the  Normal  School  were  incessant  in 
the  days  of  its  weakness.  If  its  finances  were  embarrassed  he  was  always 
ready  to  make  advances.  If  it  was  threatened  with  hostile  legislation 
he  was  on  hand  in  season  and  out  of  season  to  defend  and  save  it.  If  its 
instructors  were  disheartened  or  discouraged  he  was  frequently  by  their 
side  with  words  of  cheer  and  acts  of  kindness. 

"  Among  his  benefactions  to  the  school  was  a  complete  collection  of  the 
flora  of  the  State,  selected  and  catalogued  by  the  distinguished  botani3t 
Dr.  Torrey,  at  a  cost  of  over  $2,500.  He  took  great  interest  in  the 
ornamentation  of  the  grounds,  and  in  every  detail  which  could  add  to 
the  attractiveness  and  efficiency  of  the  school. 

"  Judge  Field's  warm  sympathy  for  this  State  Institution  grew  out  of 
his  gre^t  devotion  to  the  common  schools  which  he  ever  regarded  as  the 
bulwark  of  our  American  liberty.  With  him  the  Normal  School  was  an 
indispensable  means  to  an  important  end.  Without  good  teachers  the 
Common  Schools  must  fail.  Without  Normal  Schools  a  supply  of  com- 
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patents  teachers  was  impossible.  He  was  one  of  the  few  in  the  State 
who  labored  for  years  to  secure  the  establishment  of  such  an  Institution 
as  was  finally  brought  into  existence  in  1855. 

"  I  regret  that  space  will  not  permit  me  to  write  more  at  length  of  his 
relation  to  the  cause  of  public  education  in  the  State  he  loved  so  well. 
But  I  will  give  one  incident,  now  a  matter  of  history,  which  illustrates 
at  once  his  devotion  and  at  the  same  time  his  tact  and  skill  in  contro- 
versy. At  the  last  annual  convention  of  the  Episcopal  Church  in  New 
Jersey,  over  which  Bishop  Doane  presided,  held  in  Newark,  a  strong 
effort  was  made  in  behalf  of  Parochial  Schools.  The  object  was  I  think 
to  commit  the  church  to  the  exclusive  support  of  Parochial  Schools  in 
opposition  to  the  Common  Schools.  The  movement  was  the  result  of 
quite  a  strong  combination,  and  Judge  Field  was  advised  of  it  before- 
hand. I  do  not  know  whether  any  effort  was  made  to  draw  him  into 
the  combination.  During  the  session  of  the  Convention,  the  resolutions 
were  proposed  and  several  strong  speeches  were  made  in  their  support. 
Judge  Field  remained  a  silent  listener  until  nearly  the  close  of  the  dis- 
cussion, as  it  seemed  probable  that  the  movement  would  succeed,  when 
he  arose  and  after  calmly  expressing  his  dissent  from  the  views  which  had 
been  advanced,  read  from  a  pamphlet  one  of  the  most  masterly  argu- 
ments, in  behalf  of  the  Common  Schools  and  their  claims  for  support 
upon  the  whole  people,  ever  made  by  any  man.  This  pamphlet  proved 
to  be  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  New  Jersey  by  Bishop  Doane  himself, 
made  in  the  year  1838  in  behalf  of  a  convention  which  met  in  February  of 
that  year  to  arouse  public  attention  to  the  condition  of  education  in  the 
State.  Judge  Field  then  took  his  seat,  the  Bishop  arose  and  declared 
that  he  stood  by  every  word  of  that  address,  and  the  movement  fell  to 
the  ground-  It  has,  I  believe,  never  since  been  renewed.  This  identical 
pamphlet  with  the  paragraphs  quoted  by  our  friend  and  marked  by  hi9 
own  hand,  I  send  you  herewith,  as  both  of  the  chief  actors  in  this  scene 
have  passed  away  and  as  this  splendid  address  is  out  of  print  and 
almost  forgotten,  it  seems  to  me  very  proper  that  it  should  become  the 
property  of  the  Historical  Society  as  the  repository  of  all  that  relates  to 
the  past  of  your  noble  State  ;  and  as  a  souvenir  of  one  of  its  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  and  an  earnest  active  member  of  the  Society,  it  must  also 
possess  a  peculiar  value."' 

The  pamphlet  alluded  to  by  Professor  Phelps,  I  have  deposited  in  the 
Library  of  this  Society. 

Engaged  in  these  and  kindred  labors,  Mr.  Field  occupied  no  political 
position  until  1862.     He  was  however  constantly  active  in  his  professional 
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and  literary  pursuits,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
devoted  much  time  to  the  adornment  of  his  beautiful  grounds  and  to 
horticulture  in  all  its  forms.  He  was  for  some  years  a'  Professor  in  the 
Law  School  established  in  connection  with  the  College  of  New  Jersey  in 
184G,  and  in  1859  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  that 
Institution.  Among  his  published  addresses  was  one  delivered  in  1855, 
before  the  Edgehill  Literary  Society  on  the  Power  of  Habit. 

From  the  organization  of  the  Republican  Party  he  was  one  of  its  most 
zealous  supporters,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  in  1861,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  support  of  the  government  in  the  struggle,  with 
all  the  energy  of  his  nature,  and  with  the  most  unbounded  confidence  in 
the  result.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1861,  he  delivered  an  Oration  in  Prince- 
ton, taking  for  his  subject  "  The  Constitution  not  a  compact  between 
sovereign  States."  This  was  familiar  ground  for  him,  and  he  discussed 
the  subject  with  all  his  usual  ability,  and  with  the  lofty  enthusiam 
inspired  by  the  conflict  which  was  then  but  just  begun.  His  temper  in 
this  conflict,  and  his  firm  faith  in  the  success  of  the  national  cause,  are 
strikingly  shown  in  some  of  the  last  words  of  this  speech.  He  said  : 

"  We  have  no  unkind  feelings  towards  the  people  of  the  south, — up  to 
the  very  last,  our  heart's  prayer  has  been  that  they  would  see  before  it 
was  forever  too  late,  the  fatal  error  of  their  way,  and  that  they  would 
allow  us  to  return  to  the  scabbard,  with  its  blade  unstained  by  their 
blood,  the  sword  which  we  have  so  reluctantly  drawn. 

"But  although  slow  to  take  up  arms — although  even  when  prepared  to 
strike,  hesitating  to  do  so,  that  the  utmost  time  might  be  given  for 
repentance,  let  not  our  position  be  misunderstood.  To  those  whom  we 
cannot  but  regard  as  traitors,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  no  concessions 
are  to  be  made,  no  terms  proposed.  Unconditional  submission  to  the 
constitution  and  laws  must  be  absolutely  insisted  upon.  This  is  the 
,  people's  stern  resolve— their  inflexible  purpose.  Until  it  is  accomplished 
never  will  they  lay  down  their  arms,  never,  never.  A  disastrous  tear — 
defeat,  followed  by  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union — would  be  better  than 
any  peace  which  even  tacitly  acknowledges  the  right  of  secession.  Yes  ! 
if  the  South  are  to  go  out  of  the  Union,  let  them  hew  their  way  out  by 
the  sword.  It  will  be  so  rough  a  way,  that  others  will  not  be  likely 
thereafter  .to  tread  in  it.  But  make  the  way  easy,  let  it  be  once  under- 
stood that  there  can  be  such  a  thing  as  peaceful  secession,  and  you  ex- 
iliguish  all  hope  of  preserving  what  may  yet  remain  of  the  Union." 

He  maintained  this  position  firmly  throughout  the  war,  never  waver- 
ing or  desponding,  but  always  ready  with  purse  and  pen  to  support  the 
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government  in  suppressing  the  rebellion.  His  only  son  volunteered  in 
1861,  and  served  with  distinction  through  the  whole  war— devoting 
himself  to  the  military  profession.  He  was  transferred  to  the  regular 
army  in  which  he  is  now  a  Captain. 

Having  thus  reached  the  age  of  sixty,  after  a  career  of  so  much  honor 
and  usefulness,Mr.  Field  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Olden,  in  November,! 862, 
to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate  caused  by  the  death  of 
John  R.  Thompson.  It  was  known  that  he  could  hold  this  position  but 
a  few  weeks,  the  Democratic  party  being  then  in  a  majority  in  the  State 
Legislature  which  was  to  meet  in  January. 

I  think  it  seldom  happens  that  a  Senator  makes  so  marked  an  impres- 
sion in  so  short  a  service,  as  did  Mr.  Field.  He  took  his  seat  on  the  iirst 
of  December,  1862.  On  the  fourth  he  delivered  a  graceful  eulogy  upon 
his.  predecessor  Mr.  Thompson.  The  question  of  the  hour  was  with 
reference  to  the  discharge  of  state  prisoners  arrested  by  order  of  the 
President.  It  was  deemed  necessary  to  make  these  arrests  and  practically 
to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus.  The  power  of 
the  President  to  do  this  was  strenuously  denied.  It  was  earnestly  con- 
tended that  Congress  alone  had  that  power  under  the  Constitution,  and 
that  the  Legislature  and  not  the  Executive,  should  judge  of  the  political 
considerations  on  which  that  power  rested.  This  question  became  one 
of  exciting  interest,and  was  warmly  discussed  in  Congress  and  by  the  press. 
On  the  ninth  of  December,  Mr.  Field  made  a  short  speech  indicating 
his  views  on  this  question,  and  on  the  seventh  of  January  he  made  an 
elaborate  argument  on  the  subject,  maintaining  the  power  of  the 
President  with  great  force  and  eloquence.  The  question  has  lost  its 
interest  now,  and  the  subject  was  practically  set  at  rest  by  the 
act  of  Congress,  passed  March  3d,  1863,  by  which  the  President  was 
authorized  to  suspend  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
whenever  in  his  judgment  the  public  safety  required  it.  Whatever 
view  may  be  taken  of  the  question,  no  one  can  deny  that  Mr.  Field 
maintained  his  side  of  the  controversy  with  marked  ability.  And  ho 
took  occasion  in  this  speech  to  recur  to  his  favorite  subject  of  the  share 
of  New  Jersey  in  the  formation  of  the  National  Constitution,  and  once 
more  to  vindicate  that  Constitution  from  the  attacks  of  its  enemies.  And 
he  expressed  in  his  wonted  tone  of  unfaltering  confidence— even  in  that 
dark  hour  of  the  struggle — his  sure  faith  in  the  result.  I  cannot  forbear 
to  quote  the  closing  words  of  this  great  speech— for  they  show  the  high 
standard  of  his  patriotism  and  the  bold  temper  he  maintained  throughout 
the  war.  And  they  also  form  a  fine  example  of  the  style  of  his  oratory. 
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"  Mr.  President— I  have  faith  in  the  issue  of  this  great  struggle  in  which 
we  are  engaged  ;  and  never  during  the  darkest  hour  which  has  marked 
its  progress  has  my  confidence  ever  for  one  moment  abated.  Sir,  if  I 
supposed  it  was  possible  that  this  country  was  doomed  to  perish  in  this 
struggle,  I  should  begin  to  lose  my  confidence  in  the  existence  of  a 
Power  which  superintends  and  presides  over  the  destinies  of  the  world. 
There  are  circumstances  connected  with  our  struggle  here,  which  remind 
us  very  forcibly  of  the  struggle  that  took  place  in  England  more  than 
two  centuries  ago.  That  was  a  struggle  against  royalty,  this  is  a  struggle 
against  slavery,  and  sir,  there  are  some  striking  circumstances  of  resem- 
blance between  the  two  ;  for  history  is  always  reproducing  itself  *  * 
******  There  were  during  that  struggle  in  Eng- 
land dark  and  dreary  days,  when  almost  every  man  was  ready  to  despair- 
And  yet  there  were  always  noble  trusting  spirits  who  never  abated,  one 
jot  of  heart  or  hope.  Among  these  was  one  whose  name  every  lover  of 
freedom  as  well  as  every  lover  of  genius  will  always  delight  to  honor.  I 
mean  John  Milton.  While  there  were  those  who  argued  that  the  state  of 
things  in  England  betokened  degeneracy  and  decay,  Milton  declared  that 
they  were  but  casting  off  the  old  and  wrinkled  skin  of  corruption  and 
slavery ;  that  they  were  destined  to  outlive  these  pangs  and  to  wax 
young  again,  entering  upon  a  glorious  career  of  truth  and  prosperous 
virtue ;  and  then  he  breaks  out  into  that  sublime  and  glorious  passage 
which  I  have  so  often  called  to  mind,  and  loved  to  repeat  as  not  inap- 
plicable to  our  own  condition  ;  "  Methinks,"  said  he,  "  I  see  in  my  mind  a 
noble  and  puissant  nation  rousing  herself  like  a  strong  man  after  sleep 
and  shaking  her  invincible  locks.  Methinks,  I  see  her  as  an  eagle  mewing 
her  mighty  youth  and  kindling  her  dazzled  eyes  at  the  full  mid-day  beam ; 
purging  and  unsealing  her  long  abused  sight  at  the  fountain  itself  of 
heavenly  radiance ;  while  the  whole  noise  of  timorous  and  flocking  birds 
with  those  also  who  love  the  twilight,  flutter  about  amazed  at  what  she 
means,  and  in  their  envious  gabble,  prognosticate  a  year  of  sects  and 
schisms."  ,aw  9jj 

"Mr.  President,  this  glorious  Union,  this  noble  Contitution  will  not  be 
destroyed.  We  will  emerge  from  this  contest — I  know  it — I  believe  it — 
We  shall  emerge  from  this  contest  a  purer,  a  nobler,  a  freer,  a  more 
united,  a  more  happy  people,  than  we  ever  were  before.  I  rejoice  that 
this  conflict  has  come.  It  must  have  come  sooner  or  later,  and  it  would 
never  have  come  at  a  better  time  than  this.  I  believe  most  religiously 
that,  the  very  disasters  and  reverses  we  have  sustained  in  the  progress  of 
this  contest  have  been  sent  by  a  merciful  Providence  for  our  good,  and 
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are  intended  to  render  the  victory  when  it  comes  more  lasting,  more 
thorough,  and  more  complete.  Oh  what  a  noble  contest  is  that  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  It  is  a  contest  for  law,  for  order,  for  civilization,  for 
christianty,  for  free  ^institution,  here  and  everywhere,  now  and  forever. 
Let  this  experiment  of  free  government  fail  and  when  may  we  ever 
hope  that  another  shall  be»  successful. 

"Mr.  President,  we  cannot  fail ;  there  is  no  instance  in  the  history  of  the 
world  of  a  nation  being  suffered  to  perish  in  its  fresh  and  early  youth- 
Nations  have  risen  and  matured  and  decayed,  but  no  nation  like  ours 
has  ever  been  suffered  to  perish  in  the  morning  of  its  life.  To  use  the 
beautiful  imagery  of  the  Bible,  our  sun  will  not  be  permitted  to  go 
down  while  it  is  yet  day  ;  we  shall  continue  to  be  a  beacon  light  to  illu- 
mine the  nations  of  the  world  and  to  beckon  them  on  in  their  path  of 
freedom." 

While  yet  engaged  in  his  duties  as  Senator,  Mr.  Field  was  appointed 
by  President  Lincoln,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Philemon  Dickerson.  This  appointment  was  made  January  21st, 
1863.  And  his  place  in  the  Senate  was  taken  on  the  same  day  by  Mr. 
James  W.  Wall,  who  had  been  elected  by  the  Legislature  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  Mr.  Thompson. 

Judge  Field  entered  immediately  on  the  duties  of  his  new  position, 
with  a  keen  sense  of  their  importance, 'and  an  earnest  desire  to  use  the 
rapidly  expanding  powers  of  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  I  think  he  regretted  that  his  term  in  the 
Senate  was  so  brief.  He  felt  himself  qualified  especially  for  legislative 
duties.  I  believe  that  he  would  have  distinguished  himself  more  signally 
in  the  Senate  than  on  the  Bench,  because  the  field  was  better  suited  to 
his  training  and  his  powers.  He  was  in  the  true  sense  a  statesman.  He  had 
studied  statesmanship  as  a  science.  He  was  thoroughly  familiar  with 
political  history.  He  had  studied  the  best  works  on  political  economy. 
He  was  versed  in  English  literature,  and  especially  familiar  with  the  best 
models  of  English  eloquence.  He  had  firm  and  definite  political  convic- 
tions, and  was  thus  prepared,  in  an  unusual  degree  for  a  legislative  career. 
But  he  entered  with  pleasure  and  zeal  upon  the  new  career  so  unexpect- 
edly opened  before  him, and  although  he  had  no  judicial  experience,  he  was 
able  to  adapt  his  acquirements  to  his  new  duties  with  great  facility.  He 
saw  at  once  the  importance  of  these  duties  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  court  must  expand  under  the  pressure  of  the  war. 


128  MEMOIR   OP   RICHARD   S.   FIELD. 

During  the  year  preceding,  Judge  Dickerson  had  been  almost  helpless 
from  disease.  Prior  to  the  war  little  business  had  been  done  in  the  District 
Court ;  there  had  never  been  as  many  cases  tried  in  the  Court  from  the 
time  of  its  organization,  as  are  now  often  disposed  of  in  a  single  term 
In  fact  it  was  a  piece  of  unused,  dead  machinery.  Judge  Field  imme- 
diately devoted  himself  to  the  task  of  putting  this  machinery  in  motion 
and  using  it  in  the  service  of  the  country.  The  temper  in  which  lie 
entered  upon  his  duties  is  well  shown  in  the  opening  words  of  his  first 
charge  to  the  Grand  Jury  delivered  April  21st,1863.  I  quote  them  because 
I  have  felt  throughout  my  effort  to  portray  his  character,  that  if  I  could 
make  up  my  sketch  from  his  own  earnest  words,  uttered  from  time  to  time 
through  nearly  fifty  years,  they  would  form  the  best  picture  of  his  mind, 
and  the  best  proof  of  his  faithful  service  to  the  State.  lie  said  to  the 
Grand  Jury : 

"Upon  this  the  first  occasion  of  my  meeting  you,  I  should  be 
doing  violence  to  my  own  feelings,  and,  I  arn  sure,  should  be  obstructing 
the  current  of  your  thoughts,  if  I  did  not  make  some  allusion  to  the 
unhappy  condition  of  the  country.  Even  if  it  were  possible  to  repress 
the  utterance  of  sentiments  which  at  a  time  like  this,  must  struggle  for 
expression  in  the  breast  of  every  right  minded  man,  silence  is  forbidden 
me  by  the  fact  that  there  are  crimes  and  offences  incident  to  that  con- 
dition and  growing  out  of  it,  into  which  it  may  be  your  duty  to  inquire, 
and  to  which  it  is  certainly  my  duty  to  direct  your  attention.  For  the 
last  two  years  we  have  been  engaged  in  a  war,  which,  whether  we  consider 
its  character,  its  causes,  or  the  consequences  which  are  likely  to  flow 
from  it,  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  remarkable  that  the 
world  has  ever  witnessed.  The  issues  involved  are  not  disproportioned 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  contest.  They  embrace  everything  dear  to  us 
as  a  nation  ;  the  integrity  of  our  territory,  the  preservation  of  our  Union, 
and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions.  A  period  has  now  arrived 
when  it  has  become  manifest  to  all  that  there  is  but  one  alternative  pre- 
sented to  us.  This  war  must  be  prosecuted  with  vigor  until  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government  is  respected  and  obeyed  over  every  foot  of  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  or  we  must  submit  to  a  ruinous  and 
ignominious  peace.  Undoubtedly  war  is  one  of  the  greatest  calamities 
that  can  befall  a  nation ;  and  a  civil  war,  of  all  others,  is  usually  the 
most  cruel  and  the  most  desolating.  But  like  other  evils  with  which 
God  in  his  providence  permits  either  communities  or  individuals  to  be 
afflicted,  it  is  not  always  without  its  compensations.  Like  storms  in  the  nat- 
ural world,it  sometimes  has  the  effect  of  purifying  the  political  atmosphere. 
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It  scourges  before  it  the  lazy  elements  which  without  it  would  stagnate 
into  pestilence.  The  very  sufferings  it  produces,  and  the  sacrifices  it 
compels,  have  a  tendency  to  extinguish  the  vices  which  are  engendered, 
and  to  call  into  action  the  virtues  which  are  apt  to  languish  in  times  of 
prosperity  and  peace.  And  then,  let  it  be  remembered  that  there  are 
greater  evils  than  war,  and  evils  too,  against  which  war  alone  can  fur- 
nish an  adequate  protection.  When  this  is  the  case,  war,  instead  of  be- 
ing a  curse,  is  a  blessing.  Instead  of  being  a  messenger  of  wrath,  it  is 
an  angel  of  mercy,  grim-visaged  though  it  may  seem.  Such  is  the  char- 
acter of  the  war  which  has  been  forced  upon  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Paint  it  in  the  blackest  colors  you  will ;  multiply  ten-fold  the 
blood  and  the  treasure  it  will  cost ;  still  there  is  an  evil  infinitely  greater 
than  even  such  a  war;  still  it  is  to  be  preferred  to  peace  with  disunion, 
the  only  peace  that  it  is  possible  for  us  to  have.  The  evils  of  war  are 
temporary.  Its  ravages  may  soon  be  repaired.  The  places  it  has  made 
desolate  may  soon  be  repeopled ;  the  cities  it  has  laid  in  ashes  may 
l)e  rebuilt,  and  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  industry  and  enterprise,  inter- 
rupted foi  a  season,  be  resumed  with  new  vigor,  and  awaken  to  new  life 
and  energy.  But  who  can  gaze  unappalled  into  the  gulf  of  Disunion  ? 
Who  can  fathom  its  depths  of  misery  and  degradation  ?  Who  can  tell  its 
countless  evils,  or  set  bounds  to  their  duration  ?"  v 

These  are  strong  words  with  which  to  begin  a  grave  judicial  career. 
But  that  was  an  hour  for  strong  words,  and  it  was  to  the  inspiring  influ- 
ence of  such  strong  words  as  these,  from  men  in  high  places  to  enforce 
them,  that  we  owe  in  a  large  measure  our  salvation  from  those  greater 
evils  which  he  felt  so  deeply,  and  painted  with  so  much  power. 

However  earnest  he  was  in  manner  and  expression,  he  never  failed  in 
coufiesy  to  members  of  the  bar,  and  no  one  of  all  who  have  ever  prac- 
ticed in  his  Court  will  accuse  him  of  having  been  warped  in  his  judg- 
ment by  any  impure  or  unworthy  motive.  It  was  my  duty  to  be  in  con- 
stant attendance  at  his  Court,  and  for  the  first  four  years  to  be  engaged 
in  almost  every  case  brought  before  him.  I  knew  him  well  in  his  own 
home,  and  in  all  his  public  duties.  All  the  motives  of  his  conduct  were 
revealed  to  me,  as  seldom  happens  between  Judge  and  lawyer,  and  I  can 
say  with  the  deepest  feeling  and  sincerity,  that  he  was  an  upright,  wise 
and  high-minded  Judge. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  were  no  means  of  preserving  a  record 
of  his  decisions,  or  reports  of  the  cases  heard  before  him.  They  embrace 
almost  the  whole  range  of  the  criminal  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  Courts,  and  all  the  novel  civil  cases  arising  out  of  the  war.  And 
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in  consequence  of  the  feeble  health  of  Judge  Grier,  all  the  patent  cases 
and  other  business  of  the  Circuit  Court  devolved  upon  him.  If  time 
would  permit,  I  would  be  glad  to  refer  to  some  of  his  most  important 
decisions,  but  the  life  and  labors  of  a  Judge  are  generally  barren  of 
popular  interest,  and  if  no  means  exist  of  preserving  his  decisions, 
nothing  can  remain  for  posterity  but  the  general  impression  of  his  ju- 
dicial character. 

I  will  not,  however,  omit  to  notice  the  case  of  the  rebel  war  vessel 
Retribution,  which,  after  a  short  career  as  a  privateer,  early  in  the  war, 
was  sold  at  Nassau  to  British  merchants,  and  sent  here  with  a  cargo. 
She  was  seized  for  forfeiture  on  the  ground  that  in  time  of  war  a  neu- 
tral cannot  be  allowed  to  acquire  title  to  a  war  vessel  of  either  belliger- 
ant  so  as  to  prevent  her  condemnation  if  taken  by  the  other. 

Judge  Field  sustained  this  view  in  an  able  opinion,  which  was  refer- 
red to  with  approbation  by  Earl  Russell,  when  the  matter  was  discussed 
in  England,  and  the  same  decision  has  been  made  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  since  the  war,  in  the  case  of  the  Georgia. 

But  I  must  not  attempt  to  preserve  any  record  of  his  judicial  labors. 
I  have  constantly  regretted  that  no  facilities  existed  for  taking  down 
his  charges  to  juries  on  the  various  questions  that  arose  from  time  to 
time  during  the  war.  They  would  now  be  most  interesting  and  valua- 
ble. But  they  do  not  exist  In  any  form.  He  seldom  wrote  anything  he 
uttered  in  Court.  He  felt  confident  that  he  could  do  it  better  orally  on 
the  inspiration  of  the  moment.  And  he  was  right,  for  he  had  a  won- 
derful mastery  of  the  English  tongue,  and  his  mind  was  so  stored  with 
the  fruits  of  his  training  in  English  literature,  that  he  had  acquired  a 
rare  facility  of  expression. 

He  continued  to  discharge  his  duties  for  seven  years,  until  the  first 
day  of  the  term  of  April  1870.  Up  to  that  time  he  had  never  been 
kept  away  one  day  by  illness,  and  scarcely  a  day  for  any  purpose  of  his 
own.  He  was  approaching  the  age  of  seventy,  and  he  looked  forward 
to  a  relief  from  his  duties  and  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  favorite  pur- 
suits, in  pursuance  of  the  recent  law  of  Congress.  He  suffered  from 
no  physical  disability,  except  that  during  the  last  years  of  his  life  his 
sight  failed  him,  and  within  a  few  months  before  his  death  he  expressed 
the  belief  that  he  would  soon  become  totally  blind.  He  had  wholly 
lost  the  sight  of  one  eye.  He  spoke  of  this  with  feeling;  but  in  a 
tone  of  manly  resignation.  He  concealed  it  as  much  as  possible,  and  it 
seemed  to  have  little  effect  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties ;  but  I  am  sure 
it  formed  a  part  of  the  strange  affliction  which  was  so  soon  to  terminate 
his  life. 
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On  the_19th  clay  of  April  1870,  the  first  day  of  his  April  term,  his 
judicial  labors  came  to  an  abrupt  and  tragical  close.  He  took  his  scat 
on  the  bench  as  usual,  heard  a  few  common  motions,  and  was  just  about 
to  charge  the  C4rand  Jury,  wher.  he  suddenly  called  me,  and  told  me  he 
was  unable  to  proceed.  The  Jury  was  at  once  requested  to  retire  that 
the  Court  might  be  adjourned,  when  he  rose  and  made  some  incoherent 
exclamation,  and  then  fell  headlong  upon  the  floor.  He  was  carried 
from  the  Court-room  unconscious,  and  after  a  few  hours  was  taken  to 
Princeton.  As  he  was  carried  through  his  beautiful  grounds  he  seemed 
to  gaze  upon  the  trees  and  flowers  which  he  had  planted,  with  a  path- 
etic fondness,  as  if  conscious  that  they  were  soon  to  be  shut  out  from  his 
eyes  forever.  His  mind  was  shattered  :  but  for  a  few  days  his  bodily 
strength  remained,  and  he  took  a  few  lonely  walks  through  the  grounds 
— especially  under  that  majestic  row  of  pines  which  he  had  planted  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  before.  And  then  the  shadows  of  death  gath- 
ered fast  about  him.  The  light  faded  from  his  eyes — he  lecauie  totally 
blind  just  at  the  fullest  beauty  of  the  Spring.  The  light  of  the  mind 
flickered  slowly  and  went  out.  The  body  wasted  with  no  apparent 
cause,  in  sympathy  with  the  failing  mind,  and  then  he  passed  quietly 
away.  He  died  on  the  25th  day  of  May  1870,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Cemetery  at  Princeton;  beside  the  wife  whom  he  had  lost  eighteen  years 
before. 

He  left  three  children  :  Edward,  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Army; 
Helen,  wife  of  Francis  S.  Conover  of  Princeton,  and  an  unmarried 
daughter,  Annis  8.  Field. 

At  a  meeting  of  officers  and  counsellors  of  the  United  States  Courts, 
held  on  the  first  day  of  June,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

"WHEREAS  Richard  Stockton  Field,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  District  of  New  Jersey,  stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  his  judicial 
labors  at  the  opening  of  the  present  term,  has  departed  this  life  since  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Court,  therefore 

Jiesoh'cd,  That  we,  members  of  the  Bar  of  New  Jersey,  accustomed  to  practice 
in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  desire  to  express  and  record  our  sincere  sor- 
row for  his  loss,  our  high  appreciation  of  his  character  as  a  lawyer  and  judge, 
and  our  tender  respect  for  his  memory  as  a  man. 

Resolved,  That  having  entered  upon  his  judicial  career  early  in  1803,  when  the 
exigencies  of  civil  war  imposed  upon  him  novel,  delicate  and  arduous  duties,  and 
having  held  his  office  through  the  whole  period  of  war  and  restoration,  he  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven,  crowning  a  life  of  marked  usefulness  aud  honor,  with 
the  great  fame  of  an  able,  courteous,  upright,  fearless  and  merciful  Judge. 
Grandson  of  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  nephew  and 
pupil  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of  New  Jersey  ;  Member  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State;  Attorney-General  of  New  Jersey  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
four;  a  leading  member  ot  the  convention  which  formed  the  present  Constitu- 
tion :  a  lecturer  and  preceptor  in  the  Law  School  once  established  in  Princeton  ; 
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author  of  "  The  Provincial  Courts  of  New  Jersey,"  auil  of  many  essays  and  ora 
lions  on  matters  of  politieal  and  literary  interest;  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  State  Normal  School,  and  the  foremost  advocate  of  our  system  of 
popular  education ;  Vice-President  and  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society;  Senator  in  the  National  Congress,  and  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
the  United  States  ;  this  is  the  record  of  the  steps  of  his  public  career,  and  enough 
to  show  how  useful  has  been  his  life,  and  how  wide  his  influence  in  the  generation 
in  which  he  lived.  But  we  who  knew  him  well,  can  bear  witness  that  to  all  these 
varied  duties  he  brought  a  zeal  and  energy  that  never  failed,  a  patriotism  that 
never  wavered,  a  lofty  pride  in  his  native  State,  a  rare  felicity  of  speech,  a  rich 
and  varied  mental  culture,  and  a  kind  and  generous  nature.  Such  public  labors 
and  personal  qualities  must  secure  for  his  name  a  high  place  on  the  roll  of  the 
distinguished  lawyers  and  Statesmen  of  New  Jersey." 

Judge  Field  was  one  of  the  Honorary  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Is'u 
mismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  on  the  sixth  of 
October  1870,  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Hart,  the  biographer  of  the  Society, 
read  a  careful  and  appreciative  notice  of  him,  which  has  been  published 
and  to  which  I  am  indebted  for  a  number  of  the  incidents  of  his  life. 

I  will  not  attempt  any  formal  delineation  of  the  character  of  Judge 
Field.  Let  his  works  speak  for  him.  If  faithful  and  unselfish  labors  in 
the  best  things  that  concern  a  State,  form  a  true  title  to  fame,  then  Xew 
Jersey  will  enroll  him  among  her  benefactors.  Let  us  not  be  too  ready 
to  believe  "  that  the  evil  that  men  do  lives  after  them,"  and  that 
"  the  good  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones." 

If  as  the  years  go  on  we  shall  advance  in  generous  culture,  and  learn 
more  fully  to  enjoy  and  dispense  the  delights  of  learning,  the  graces  of 
hospitality,  and  the  loveliness  of  nature, — his  example  will  not  be  lost 
nor  his  influence  wholly  fade  away. 

And  if  this  Society  shall  continue  to  fulfil  its  purpose,  it  will  pre- 
serve for  the  remotest  generations  an  honorable  record  of  the  labors  of 
its  third  President,  Richard  Stockton  Field,  in  building  up  the  State 
upon  the  firm  foundations  of  education,  liberty,  and  law. 
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A  large  majority  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  were  resolute  in  their 
opposition  to  the  tyrannical  measures  of  the  British  Government,  and  de- 
termined to  resist,  if  needful,  by  a  resort  to  arms.  Governor  Franklin 
and  most  of  the  councillors,  who  held  their  appointments  under  him, 
were  determined  to  adhere  to  the  royal  cause.  But  most  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Assembly,  who  had  been  elected  in  1772,  sympathized  with  the 
people  they  represented. 

Early  in  1774,  the  Assembly  following  the  lead  of  Virginia,  adopted  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  Standing  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence, and  requested  the  Assembly  of  the  other  colonies  to  follow  their 
example,  and  this  they  did.  Massachusetts  proposed  that  a  general 
Congress  should  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  September,  Governor  Franklin 
was  requested  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose 
of  appointing  delegates  to  this  Congress ;  but  he  refused  to  do  so.  In 
consequence  of  this  refusal,  a  meeting  of  the  people  of  Essex  County 
was  held  at  Newark,  in  June,  which  directed  a  circular  letter  to  be  sent 
to  the  several  counties,  requesting  delegates  to  be  chosen,  to  meet  a  gen- 
eral committee  at  New  Brunswick  on  the  ensuing  twenty-first  day  of 
July.  This  request  was  complied  with,  so  that  a  committee  (as  they 
styled  themselves)  composed  of  seventy-two  delegates,  convened  at  the 
appointed  time  and  place,  which  passed  resolutions  condemnatory  of  the 
proceedings  of  Parliament,  and  chose  five  delegates  to  represent  this  col- 
ony in  the  proposed  general  Congress ;  but  they  did  not  assume  any  of 
the  powers  of  a  legislative  body. 

The  General  Congress  met  at  Philadelphia  in  September,  as  proposed, 
and  after  adopting  various  resolutions  and  addresses,  resolved  that  an- 
other Congress  should  be  held  on  the  tenth  of  May,  and  that  all  the  col- 
onies in  North  America,  should  choose  deputies  to  attend  the  same. 
The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  met  at  Perth  Amboy  in  January  177.">. 
and  passed  a  few  laws.  The  Governor  in  his  Message  strongly  con- 
demned the  meeting  of  a  general  Congress;  but  the  Assembly,  as  the 
minutes  say,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  appointed  five  delegates,  who  at- 
tended the  Congress,  held  in  May  1775. 
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A  Committee  of  Correspondence,  appointed  by  a  convention  held  in 
New  Brunswick  on  the  second  day  of  May,  appointed  a  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Trenton  on  the  twenty-third  of  the  same  month  ;  and 
meetings  were  held  in  the  several  counties,  which  chose  one  or  more  del- 
egates, in  one  county  as  many  as  fifteen,  who  met  at  the  appointed  time 
and  place,  under  the  name  of  a  "  Provincial  Congress,"  and  proceeded 
to  aid  the  Revolution,  now  fairly  commenced,  by  assuming  powers  of 
government. 

This  Congress  adopted  the  form  of  an  association,  which  was  directed 
to  be  sent  to  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  in  the  several  counties, 
to  be  signed  by  the  inhabitants.  It  pledged  every  person  signing  it, 
under  the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honor,  and  love  of  country,  personally 
and  as  far  as  their  influence  extended,  to  endeavor  to  support  and  to 
carry  into  execution,  whatever  measures  might  be  recommended  by  the 
Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses.  Only  persons  signing  this  asso- 
ciation were  allowed  afterwards  to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  Congress  of 
the  Province. 

A  Committee  of  Safety  was  appointed,  to  act  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  such  committees  were  afterwards  continued  and  met  from 
time  to  time  until  a  regular  government  was  organized.  They  in  fact, 
exercised  powers  similar  to  those  assumed  by  the  bodies  of  Representa- 
tives that  met  under  the  name  of  Provincial  Congresses ;  deriving  their 
force  from  the  active  support  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people. 

By  the  existing  laws,  elections  for  Members  of  the  Assembly  were  held 
by  the  Sheriffs  under  the  authority  of  writs  issued  by  the  Governor  an  1 
Council.  As  these  officers  were  appointed  by  and  held  their  offices  dur- 
ing the  pleasure  of  the  Governor,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a  differ- 
ent mode  of  procedure.  On  the  twelfth  of  August  1775,  the  Provin- 
cial Congress  proposed  a  resolve,  that  the  inhabitants  in  each  county, 
qualified  to  vote  for  Representatives  of  General  Assembly  (who  were 
peisons  worth  fifty  pounds  in  real  and  personal  estate)  should  meet  at  the 
respective  Court-houses,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  September  then  next, 
and  by  plurality  of  votes,  elect  any  number,  not  exceeding  five,  with 
full  power  to  represent  each  county  in  a  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held 
at  Trenton,  on  the  third  day  of  October  then  next.  The  Chairman  of 
the  meeting  chosen  by  the  voters  present,  and  any  five  or  more  freehold- 
ers, were  required  to  sign  certificates  of  the  election.  It  was  also  resolved 
that  a  Committee  of  Observation  and  Correspondence,  be  elected  in  each 
county,  with  full  power  as  well  to  superintend  and  direct  the  necessary 
business  of  the  county,  so  as  to  carry  into  execution  the  resolutions  and  or- 
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derj  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses,  and  the  inhabitant* 
of  each  township  were  directed  to  choose  a  sufficient  number  of  free- 
holders, in  March,  yearly,  to  aid  the  county  committee.  By  these  means 
the  Government  was  to  a  great  extent  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  offi 
cers  holding  under  the  King ;  and  by  the  cooperation  of  most  of  the 
people,  the  committees  thus  chosen,  arrested  and  imprisoned  persons  be- 
lieved to  be  disaffected  to  measures  of  resistance,  or  as  they  soon  were 
called,  the  Tories  ;  and  they  became,  in  most  parts  of  the  Colony,  the 
governing  power. 

The  ordinance  of  August  was  carried  into  effect,  delegates  from  each 
county  were  elected  and  the  Provincial  Congress  met  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed.  This  body  enacted  ordinances  (so-called,  it  would 
seem,  to  distinguish  them  from  regular  laws)  for  organizing  a  military 
force  and  for  raising  money  by  taxation,  and  these  ordinances  were  sub- 
mitted to  and  carried  into  effect  by  the  people  as  of  binding  obligation. 
Tbe  regular  Legislature  met  in  November  1775,  for  the  last  time,  and 
enacted  two  or  three  laws;  but  made  no  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress.  There  were  thus,  two  distinct  bodies, 
claiming  and  exercising  legislative  powers,  and  several  members  of  the 
one  were  at  the  same  time  members  of  the  other.  The  regular  Legisla- 
ture was  prorogued  by  the  Governor,  until  the  third  day  of  January : 
but  they  tailed  to  meet  on  that  day.  Franklin  then  summoned  them, 
by  a  proclamation  in  the  name  of  the  King,  to  meet  on  the  ensuing 
twentieth  day  of  June.  But  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  fourth 
clay  of  June,  by  a  vote  of  thirty  eight  ayes  to  eleven  noes  resolved 
that  the  proclamation  ought  not  to  be  obeyed.  On  the  sixteenth 
of  June  they  ordered  the  arrest  of  the  Governor,  and  he  was 
taken  into  custody  and  afterwards  sent  as  a  prisoner  into  Connecticut, 
by  order  of  the  Continental  Congress,  where  he  remained  a  prisoner  un- 
til regularly  exchanged.  However  hard  this  proceeding  may  seem,  it 
was  a  necessary  severity,  justified  by  the  special  emergency;  and  the  ef- 
fect was  to  put  an  end  to  the  Royal  Government,  as  was  designed. 

The  only  persons  entitled  by  law  to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly,  wore 
freeholders,  and  only  such  voted  for  the  delegates  to  the  Provin- 
cial Congress.  But  as  there  were  now  many  able-bodied  inhabitants  who 
were  not  freeholders  and  whose  services  in  aid  of  warlike  measures  were 
needful,  this  restriction  was  much  complained  of,  so  that  after  much 
discussion,  it  was  resolved  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  February  1776,  by  a 
vote  of  nine  counties  in  the  affirmative  and  four  in  the  negative,  that 
every  person  of  full  age.  who  had  resided  one  whole  year  in  any  county 
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immediately  preceding  the  election,  and  was  worth  at  least  fifty  pounds, 
(one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars)  in  real  or  personal  estate,  should  kc 
admitted  to  vote.  Subsequently,  a  regular  ordinance  was  passed  em- 
bracing this  provision,  and  requiring  all  voters  and  office-holders,  to  be 
persons  who  had  signed  the  prescribed  articles  of  association.  This  or- 
dinance required  the  elections  to  be  held  at  the  Court-houses  of  each 
county,  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  May  then  next,  and  in  subsequent 
years,  to  elect  not  more  than  five,  and  not  less  than  three  substantial 
freeholders,  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  (the  value  then  of  a  good  farm.) 
It  prescribed  the  manner  of  advertising  the  election,  the  officers  who 
should  hold  it,  and  how  it  should  be  conducted  and  the  result  certified. 
According  to  the  mode  of  proceeding  thus  specified — which,  except  as 
to  the  presiding  officer,  was  substantially  the  same  as  had  long  been 
practiced — at  the  time  of  commencing  the  election,  usually  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  voters  of  the  county,  who  had  assembled,  chose  a 
presiding  officer.  Unless  a  poll  was  demanded,  by  a  candidate,  he  took 
the  sense  of  the  meeting  by  naming  the  candidates,  and  requiring  the 
voters  to  hold  up  their  hands.  If  a  poll  was  demanded,  as  was  usually 
the  case  if  there  were  more  candidates  named  than  the  number  to  be 
elected,  then  each  candidate  who  chose  to  do  so,  nominated  an  inspec- 
tor and  a  clerk,  and  the  voters  severally  named  the  persons  they  voted 
for  and  the  clerks  wrote  down  their  names  and  recorded  each  one's  vote. 
Generally  the  election  closed  the  same  day  it  was  commenced ;  but  if  a 
majority  of  the  candidates  required  its  adjournment,  the  election  might 
bo  adjourned  to  another  day  or  another  place.  As  many  of  the  voters 
were  obliged  to  ride  on  horseback,  that  being  the  only  mode  of  travel 
then  iu  use,  in  many  cases  nearly  or  quite  a  day's  journey,  it  of  course 
often  happened  that  a  large  number  of  the  voters  were  prevented  from 
attending.  This  mode  of  voting  prevailed  until  1790,  when  a  law  was 
passed  authorizing,  in  some  of  the  counties,  voting  in  the  townships  of 
each  county  and  with  written  or  printed  ballots;  and  in  1797  this  law 
was  extended  to  all  the  counties.  The  change  from  a  county  to  a  town- 
ship place  of  voting  was  undoubtedly  a  great  improvement,  and  it  be- 
comes each  day  more  and  more  evident,  that  the  election  precincts  require 
to  be  made  still  smaller.  But  it  may  well  be  doubted  I  think,  whether 
the  boasted  privilege  of  voting  by  ballot,  is  not  rather  a  mistake  than 
a  privilege  ;  and  whether  it  will  not  be  well  to  return  to  an  open  vica 
wee  vote,  so  that  each  voter's  choice  may  be  distinctly  recorded.  The 
frauds  that  are  now  so  frequently  perpetrated,  would  thus  be  made 
more  easy  of  detection.  The  purpose  relied  upon  by  the  advocates  of  a 
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ballot ;  of  thereby  enabling  the  voter  to  avoid  the  clanger  of  being  sub- 
jected to  the  dictations  of  an  employer  or  landlord,  amounts  practically 
to  nothing.  The  case  of  a  secret  vote,  unknown  to  the  bystanders,  is  a 
rare  exception  to  the  general  rule;  and  it  is  more  than  probable,  that 
the  practice  of  an  open  vote  known  to  all,  would  tend  to  increase  the 
independence  and  self-respect  of  the  voters,  and  thus  diminish  the  dan- 
ger of  his  being  influenced  to  vote  otherwise  than  in  accordance  with 
his  own  convictions. 

The  Provincial  Congress  elected  in  May  1776  in  accordance  with  the 
ordinance  of  the  previous  Congress,  convened  at  Burlington  on  the 
eleventh  day  of  June,  and  an  equal  number  of  delegates  being  returned 
from  each  County,  they  voted  separately.  Agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Continental  Congress,  they  adopted  a  provisional  form  of 
government  for  the  Colony.  On  the  twenty-first  day  of  June  it  was  re- 
solved, by  a  vote  of  fifty-four  affirmatives  to  three  negatives  "  that  a 
government  be  formed  for  regulating  the  internal  police  of  this  Colony, 
pursuant  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  the 
fifteenth  of  May  last.''  At  the  same  time  five  delegates  were  chosen  to 
represent  them  in  the  General  Congress,  and  they  were  empowered  to 
join  in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain,  and 
to  enter  into  a  confederacy  for  union  and  common  defence ;  always  ob- 
serving that  whatever  plan  of  confederacy  they  entered  into,  the  regu- 
lating the  internal  police  of  this  province,  was  to  be  reserved  to  the  Col- 
ony Legislature. 

A  Committee  of  ten  members,  of  which  Rev.  Jacob  Green,  a  Pres- 
byterian minister,  who  was  a  delegate  from  the  County  of  Morris,  was 
the  Chairman,  was  appointed  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  Constitution  on 
the  twenty-fourth  of  June.  Two  days  afterwards,  the  Committee  accord- 
ingly reported.  Who  was  the  author  of  the  draft  does  not  appear.  It 
has  always  been  understood,  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  John  Witherspoon,  Presi 
dent  of  Princeton  College,  took  an  active  part  in  preparing  it.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  ;  but  having  been  appointed  by 
that  body  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  his  name  does  not  ap- 
pear on  the  committee,  nor  did  he  afterwards  vote  on  the  question  of 
adopting  the  Constitution.  Two  eminent  lawyers,  Jonathan  Dickinson 
Serjeant  and  John  Cleves  Symmes,  were  on  the  committee  ;  but  the  in- 
strument bears  quite  as  prominent  marks  of  a  clerical  as  of  a  legal  ori- 
gin. 

The  draft  as  reported,  was  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
considered  during  the  ensuing  three  days,  but  does  not  appear  to  Imvo 
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been  printed.  On  Saturday  the  twenty-eighth,  it  was  resolved  that  Con- 
gress would  receive  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  next 
Tuesday  at  which  time  every  member  was  enjoined  to  be  punctual  in 
attendance.  On  Tuesday  July  second,  Congress  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which  (as  the  min- 
utes state)  after  sundry  amendments,  was  agreed  to.  Then  "  on  the 
question  whether  the  draft  of  the  Constitution,  formed  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Whole,  be  now  confirmed,  or  be  deferred  for  fur- 
ther consideration  ?"  It  was  carried  to  confirm  "now."  The  names  of 
twenty-six  members  are  recorded  as  voting  for  "  now,"  and  nine  "  for 
deferring." 

On  the  next  day,  the  minutes  state,  that  "  on  the  question  whether 
the  draft  of  the  Constitution  be  now  printed,  or  the  printing  be  deferred 
for  a  few  days,  in  order  to  consider  in  a  full  House  the  propriety  of  the 
last  clause  containing  the  proviso  respecting  reconciliation  ?"  seventeen 
voted  for  printing  "now"  and  eight  "for  deferring  ;"  less  than  the  regular 
quorum,  but  it  had  shortly  before  been  resolved,  that  twenty  should  be 
a  quorum  for  any  business,  except  for  the  formation  of  the  Constitution. 
One  thousand  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  and  circulated,  No 
attempt  was  made  to  submit  the  adoption  of  the  instrument  to  a  direct 
vote  of  the  people.  Under  the  circumstances,  it  was  probably  wise  to 
omit  doing  so.  It  undoubtedly  met  the  "wishes  and  received  the 
hearty  assent  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  favor  of  an  independent  govern- 
ment, and  it  was  not  intended  to  harbor  those  who  did  not  belong  to 
this  party.  It  was  expected  to  be  only  temporary,  but  it  continued  to 
be  acted  under,  and  to  provide  the  essentials  of  a  good  local  govern- 
ment for  sixty-eight  years.  It  was  indeed  so  popular,  that  it  was  only 
after  several  attempts,  that  its  defects  could  be  partially  remedied  by 
the  substitution  of  that  now  in  force.  The  Congress  also  resolved  "that 
in  order  to  prevent  a  failure  of  justice,  all  Judges,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  Sheriffs,  Coroners  and  other  inferior  officers  of  the  late  Govern- 
ment within  this  Colony,  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their  several  offi- 
ces, under  the  authority  of  the  people,  until  the  intended  Legislature, 
and  the  several  officers  of  the  new  Government,  be  settled  and  perfected  ; 
having  respect  to  the  present  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  as  by  the  Con- 
gress of  late  ordained,  and  the  order  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial 
Congresses ;  and  that  all  actions,  suits  and  processes,  be  continued,  alter- 
tering  only  the  style  and  forms  thereof,  according  to  the  terms  by  the 
said  Constitution  prescribed,  in  the  further  prosecution  thereof." 
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Independence  was  declared  by  the  Continental  Congress  at  Philadel- 
phia, two  days  after  the  adoption  of  the  New  Jersey  Constitution.  On 
the  eighteenth  day  of  July  the  Provincial  Congress,  resolved  that. 
"  whereas  the  Honourable  Continental  Congress,  have  declared  the 
United  Colonies  independent  States,  we  the  delegates  of  New  Jersey  in 
Provincial  Congress  assembled,  do  resolve  and  declare,  that  we  will 
support  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the  said  States,  with  our  lives 
and  fortunes,  and  the  whole  force  of  New  Jersey."  The  next  day  it  was 
resolved,  that  this  house  from  henceforth,  instead  of  the  style  and  title 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey,  do  adopt  and  assume  the 
style  and  title,  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  This 
resolution  seems  to  have  been  deemed  equivalent  to  a  virtual  substitu- 
tion of  the  title  State,  instead  of  Colony  as  used  in  the  constitution. 
The  Governor  and  the  Legislature  acting  under  its  provisions  assumed 
the  name,  "State  of  New  Jersey,"  and  indictments  were  framed  in  the  same 
way.  Subsequently  a  law  was  passed  directing  that  all  commissions  and 
writs,  which  by  the  constitution  were  required  to  run  in  the  name  of  the 
Colony,  run  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  all  indictments 
should  conclude  against  the  peace  of  this  State,  the  government  and 
dignity  of  the  same ;  and  that  all  commissions,  writs  indictments  before 
issued  preferred  and  exhibited,  which  had  the  word  State,  and  not  the 
word  Colony,  should  be  and  were  declared  to  be  good  and  effectual  in 
law. 

The  Constitution  thus  hastily  prepared  and  promulgated,  made  as 
little  change  in  the  form  of  the  Government  prescribed,  as  was  consis- 
tent with  the  changed  circumstances.  The  council,  consisting  of  one 
from  each  county,  and  three  members  of  Assembly,  which  number  it  was 
expressly  declared  might  be  added  to  or  diminished  by  the  Legislature, 
were  directed  to  be  elected,  that  year  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  August, 
and  afterwards  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October  yearly,  aud  the  Legisla- 
ture so  elected  was  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  after  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, that  is  to  say  in  a  fortnight  after  the  election  took  place.  The  right 
of  voting  was  left  as  it  had  been  previously  settled,  to  be  in  all  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Colony  of  full  age,  worth  fifty  pounds  clear  estate  in 
the  same  and  who  had  resided  within  the  county,  in  which  they  claimed 
a  vote  for,  twelve  months  immediately  preceding  the  election.  Members 
of  Council  were  required  to  be  worth  one  thousand  pounds  and  Members 
of  Assembly  five  hundred  pounds  each. 

In  regard  to  this  provision  regulating  the  right  of  voting,  it  is  impor- 
tant to  notice  that,  the  same  congress  which  adopted  the  Constitution, 
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on  thu  til'tccnth  day  of  July,  enacted  an  ordinance,  which  prescribed  the 
places  of  holding  the  elections  in  August,  how  they  should  be  conducted 
and  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature ;  and  which  contains 
this  important  provisio  ;  "  that  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  entitled  to 
a  seat  in  council  or  assembly,  unless  he  or  they  so  elected,  shall  have  first 
taken  the  following  oath  or  affirmation,  to  wit,  I.  A.  B.  do  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  do  not  hold  myself  bound  to  bear  allegiance  to  George  the 
third  King  of  Great  Britain  ;  that  I  will  not  by  any  means  directly  or 
indirectly,  oppose  the  measures  adopted  by  this  Colony  or  the  Continen- 
tal Congress  against  the  tyranny  attempted  to  be  established  over  these 
Colonies  by  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  I  do  and  will  bear  true 
allegiance  to  the  Government  established  in  this  Colony  under  the 
authority  of  the  people  ;  and  as  it  is  highly  reasonable,  that  the  enemies 
of  America  should  not  be  admitted  to  take  an  active  part  in  our  publick 
measures,  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  said 
election,  unless  he  first  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation,  if  thereunto 
required,  by  any  one  of  tlie  Judges  or  Inspectors  of  the  said  election) 
which  oath  or  affirmation  any  one  of  the  Judges  aforesaid  shall  be  em- 
powered to  tender  and  administer  to  any  or  either  of  the  said  electors." 
And  it  may  be  noticed  also  that  although  females,  who  were  worth  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  in  their  own  right,  were  nominally  em- 
braced within  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  this  ordinance  refers  only 
to  males,  the  Avord,  being  "  unless  he  take  the  same  oath." 

The  Governor,  and  all  the  other  State,  as  well  as  many  of  the  County 
Officers,  were  directed  to  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature  in  joint  meeting; 
the  Governor  yearly,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  seven  years, 
Judges  of  the  Pleas,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court 
and  Common  Pleas  and  the  Provincial  Secretary  and  Attorney  General 
for  five  years  each.  Sheriffs  and  Coroners  by  the  people  of  the  counties 
yearly,  to  hold  however  only  three  years  successively.  Township  Officers 
to  be  elected  at  annual  town  meetings.  The  Governor  was  to  be  Presi' 
dent  of  the  Council  having  no  veto  and  only  a  casting  vote ;  in  his 
absence  the  Vice  President  of  the  Council  to  exercise  his  powers.  He 
was,  as  the  Governor  of  the  Colony  had  always  been,  constituted  the  Chan- 
cellor and  Captain  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  (he  military  force 
and  Ordinary  or  Surrogate  General.  Any  three  or  more  of  the  council- 
lors were  constituted  a  privy  council  to  advise  him  ;  and  the  Governor 
and  Council,  seven  whereof  were  a  quorum,  were  to  be  the  Court  of 
Appeals  and  to  possess  the  power  of  pardoning  criminals,  after  condem- 
nation. No  law  could  be  passed,  unless  there  should  be  a  majority  of  all 
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the  representatives  of  each  body  personally  present  and  agreeing  thereto 

The  establishment  of  any  religion  was  prohibited  ;  and  provision  made 
that  uo  protcstant  inhabitant  of  the  Colony  should  be  denied  the  enjoy- 
ment of  any  civil  right,  and  that  all  persons  of  the  protestaut  religion 
should  be  capable  of  being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  of  holding  office. 

All  the  laws  contained  in  Allison's  edition  ot  the  laws,  which  had  then 
just  been  compiled  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  and 
which  contained  the  titles  of  all  the  private  acts  and  all  the  public  acts 
supposed  to  be  in  force,  were  declared  to  be  in  force,  excepting  such 
only  as  were  incompatible  with  the  constitution;  and  the  common  law 
of  England,  as  well  as  so  much  of  the  statute  law,  as  had  been  before 
practised  in  the  Colony  was  to  remain  in  force,  until  altered  by  a  future 
law  of  the  Legislature.  The  inestimable  right  of  trial  by  jury,  was  to 
remain  confirmed  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  Colony  without  repeal 
forever. 

Every  member  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  was  required  to  swear  or 
affirm,  that  he  would  not  assent  to  any  law  vote  or  proceeding,  which 
should  appear  to  him  injurious  to  the  public  welfare,  nor  that  should 
annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  section  in  the  charter,  which 
establishes  an  annual  election  of  members  of  Council  and  Assembly,  or 
that  part  respecting  the  trial  by  jury,  or  that  should  annul,  repeal  or 
alter  any  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  sections  of  the  same  ; 
these  Jast  being  the  sections  in  regard  to  religion. 

The  concluding  clause  so  much  objected  to  by  some  of  the  more 
ardent  members  of  the  Congress  was  as  follows :  "  It  is  the  true  intent 
and  meaning  of  this  Congress,  that  if  a  reconcilement  between  Great 
Britain  and  these  Colonies  should  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  again 
taken  under  the  protection  and  government  of  the  Crown  of  Great 
Britain,  this  Cha.iter  shall  be  null  and  void,  otherwise  to  remain  in 
force.'' 

It  is  declared  by  the  first  article  of  this  constitution,  "  that  the  gov- 
ernment of  this  province  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor  Legislative  Coun- 
cil and  General  Assembly."  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  Legislature  are  required  to  swear  or  affirm  that 
they  would  not  assent  to  any  law  altering  certain  parts  of  it,  that  it  was 
then  supposed,  the  Government  they  constituted  would  be  supreme  in 
the  sense  declared  by  Blackstone  in  his  commentaries,  then  the  text  book 
of  the  lawyers  and  judges,  and  might  alter  the  Contitution  if  not 
restrained.  The  principle  now  so  well  established,  that  a  law  not  in  ac- 
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cordauce  with  the  Constitution  is  null  aud  void,  and  must  be  so  held 
by  the  courts,  whenever  the  question  was  brought  before  them,  had  not 
then  been  recognized.* 

In  pursuance  of  this  Constitution  and  of  the  ordinance  to  carry  it  into 
effect,  elections  were  held  in  all  the  counties,  and  the  new  Legislature 
met  at  Princeton  on  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  August  1776,  and  con- 
tinued in  session  until  the  ensuing  eighth  day  of  October.  On  the 
thirty-first  day  of  August  William  Livingston,  was  chosen  by  the  joint 
meeting  of  the  two  houses  Governor,  and  subsequently  the  other  officers. 
The  State  of  New  Jersey  thus  became  an  independent  sovereign  State  ; 
not  in  the  absolute  sense  sometimes  insisted  upon,  but  substantially  and 
relatively.  The  inhabitants  declared  themselves  free  from  their  previous 
allegiance  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and  independent  of  him  and  of 
the  parliament ;  but  they  were  not  independent  of  the  other  States,  who 
were  unitedly  engaged  in  waging  a  war,  to  the  hazard  as  all  knew  and 
acknowledged  of  their  fortunes  and  lives.  The  independence  declared 
by  the  Continental  Congress  and  recognized  by  the  Congress  of  New 
Jersey  was,  that  the  United  Colonies,  were  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free 
and  independent  States. 

The  people  of  New  Jersey,  and  their  government  ceased  to  be  a  Colony, 
and  subject  to  the  control  of  a  foreign  power,  aud  assumed  the  most 
important  rights  and  duties  of  sovereignty.  They  possessed  and  exer- 
cised the  power  of  punishing  as  traitors  all  persons  who  resisted  their 
authority.  But  from  the  beginning,  they  owed  and  acknowledged 
allegiance  to  the  Continental  Congress.  As  has  been  seen  the  Constitu- 
tion adopted,  was  designed  "  for  regulating  the  internal  police  of  this 
Colony."  The  delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress  were  empowered 
to  join  in  entering  into  a  confederacy  for  union  and  common  defence, 
reserving  only  the  regulating  of  the  Internal  Police  of  the  Province  to 
its  Legislature.  Before  and  after  this  confederacy  was  formed,  and  until 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  1789,  the  in- 
dividual inhabitants  were  not  directly  amenable  to  any  laws  of  the 
Congress,  which  had  no  judiciary  and  no  executive  to  declare  or  enforce 
such  laws;  but  they  were  willing  subjects  of  the  higher  power  of 
waging  war  entrusted  to  it.  No  citizen  owed  allegiance  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  in  tho  strictly  legal  and  technical  sense  of 
being  tried  and  punished  as  a  traitor ;  and  on  account  of  this  material 

*  This  question  was  agitated  iu  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  Parkhurst  deceased  in 
1*04,  iu  which  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  delivered  an  able  opinion  affirming  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  declare  a  law  void  which  was  in  conflict  with  the  constitu- 
tion. 4  Ilalsp  Rep  442. 
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defect  in  the  confederacy,  the  laws  of  the  several  states  provided  for  the 
judicial  punishment  of  offenders  against  the  laws  of  Congress.  But  had 
the  authorities  of  any  of  the  States,  undertaken  to  array  the  power  of 
that  State  against  the  Continental  Congress,  while  the  conflict  with 
Great  Britain  was  going  on,  the  military  force  at  the  command  of  Con- 
gress would  of  necessity  have  been  turned  against  the  forces  of  the  State 
and  the  persons  adhering  to  it  would  have  been  treated  as  rebels.  Gov. 
Franklin  was  not  subjected  to  any  judicial  action;  he  had  violated  no 
law ;  but  he  was  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  and  had  he  been  placed  in 
the  same  situation  a  century  earlier  would  probably  have  lost  his  head. 

The  colony  of  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  other  colonies,  always  exercised 
some  sovereign  powers  ;  but  they  were  subject  to  the  supreme  sovereign- 
ty of  Great  Britain,  and  the  proper  limits  of  this  sovereignty,  was  the 
subject  of  constant  dispute,  and  at  length  produced  a  war,  which  made 
them  independent.  From  1776  to  1789,  as  has  been  already  remarked, 
some  powers  ot  superior  sovereignty,  imperfectly  defined,  but  real,  were 
acknowledged  to  exist  in  the  Continental  Congress,  wanting  as  that  body 
did,  most  of  the  attributes  of  a  Government.  When  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  under  which  it  is  our  happiness  now  to  live,  was 
adopted,  a  government  was  established  with  full  powers,  and  every  in- 
dividual inhabitant  of  the  States,  was  made  personally  subject  to  its 
rule.  They  became  liable  to  punishment  by  means  of  a  judicial  pro- 
ceeding, and  it  was  declared  te  be  treason,  to  levy  war  against  that  Gov- 
ernment. The  several  States  were  still  left  to  be  Sovereign  States,  and 
as  such  may  still  punish  treason  against  their  separate  governments.  But 
over  the  subjects  exclusively  confided  to  the  rule  of  the  general  Gov- 
ernm  ent,  embracing  among  them  many,  of  what  may  be  called,  the 
hig  her  attributes  of  sovereignty,  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  is  abol- 
ished. The  sovereignty  of  this  general  Government,  extends  only  to 
such  objects  as  are  in  terms,  or  by  necessary  implication,  expressed  ;  but 
over  these  objects  its  right  to  command  is  absolute,  and  subject  to  no 
control  but  that  provided  in  the  Constitution  itself.  Every  citizen  has 
thus  become  plainly  subject  to  two  distinct  sovereignties,  acting  upon 
him  individually,  in  respect  to  different  objects,  and  he  therefore  owes 

llegiance  to  them  both  ;  that  is  to  say,  he  is  bound  to  obey  their  laws- 
It  cannot  be  doubted,  however,  that  many  intelligent  politicians  have 
be  lieved,  and  I  suppose  yet  believe,  that  a  paramount  allegiance  is  still  due 
to  the  individual  sovereign  States,  and  that  these  States  may  discharge 
their  allegiance  to  the  Union,  by  an  act  of  formal  secession.  This  opin- 
ion has  evidently  been  founded  on  the  notion  that  sovereignty,  or  the 
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right  of  command,  is  of  necesssity  one  and  indivisible.  This  was  the 
teaching  of  the  ancient  Greek  authors,  and  especially  of  Aristotle ;  and 
as  these  authors  had  no  conception  of  a  government  restrained  by  ex- 
press limitation  of  its  power,  and  had  no  proper  conception  of  a  divine 
superintending  Ruler  of  Nations ;  such  a  notion-  is  not  to  be  considered 
wonderful.  But  the  wonder  is  that  such  views  should  be  thought  ap- 
plicable to  circumstances  so  radically  different.  It  is  a  signal  instance 
of  the  long  abiding  influence  of  wrong  principles,  when  once  adopted, 
as  undisputed  axioms.  No  State  was  ever  sovereign  in  any  such  sense. 
Now,  under  the  Constitution,  it  is  simply  a  question  of  interpretation. 
As  was  clearly  discerned  and  stated  by  De  Tocqueville,  in  his  Democ- 
racy in  America,  our  united  government,  "  rests,  upon  a  wholly 
novel  theory,  which  may  be  considered  a  great  discovery  in  modern  po- 
litical science."  It  would  seem  impossible  for  language  to  make  it 
plainer  than  that  used  in  the  remarkable  instrument.  It  is  not  only  de- 
clared that  the  constitution  and  laws  made  in  pursuance  of  it,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  but  that  the  Judges  in  every  State  shall  be 
bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  any  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  that  all  the  executive  and  judicial 
officers  and  members  of  the  Legislature  of  each  State,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath  or  affirmation  to  support  this  Constitution.  A  supreme  power  is 
necessarily  the  judge  of  the  duty  of  the  inferior  to  obey,  otherwise  it 
could  not  be  supreme.  And  to  guard  the  citizens  against  any  unconsti- 
tutional use  of  such  a  power,  a  supreme  judiciary  was  provided,  as  inde- 
pendent of  all  undue  influence  as  circumstances  permitted,  whose  au- 
thority was  made  to  embrace  all  cases  in  law  or  equity,  arising  under  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States. 

That  these  provisions  constitute  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
the  ultimate  Judge  of  all  questions  arising  between  it  and  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  separate  States,  is  too  plain  to  admit  of  dispute;  and  so  far 
as  this  question  is  concerned,  it  is  immaterial,  whether  we  regard  the 
Union  as  properly  a  Federal  Union,  or  as  something  entirely  different. 
It  is  in  truth  a  very  complete  Union,  without  any  previous  example  in 
the  history  of  the  world ;  In  some  of  its  aspects  a  Federation  of  sove- 
reign States,  in  others,  a  Government  over  all  the  citizens.  Some  of  the 
more  candid  advocates  of  secession,  admit  the  paramount  power  of  the 
general  Government  over  the  governments  of  the  States,  and  deny  the 
power  of  a  State  while  remaining  in  the  Union,  to  nullify  the  laws  of 
the  general  Government.  But  they  insist  that  there  is  still  an  ultimate 
sovereignty  in  the  people  of  each  State,  which  is  so  supreme  and  inca- 
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pable  of  limit,  they  have  the  reserved  right  to  withdraw  from  the  Union 
at  their  pleasure,  responsible  to  no  other  power  than  to  the  Supreme  TJu  • 
ler  of  the  Universe,  for  the  reasons  they  may  deem  sufficeut  to  justify 
such  a  course.* 

If  this  was  put  forward  merely  as  a  statement  that,  for  sufficient  reasons, 
a  people  may  be  morally  justified  in  revolting  against  the  established 
Government,  as  our  forefathers  did,  when  they  cast  off  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  it  need  not  be  objected  to.  Even  a  part  of  any  State 
may  be  justified  in  doing  this.  The  right,  if  such  it  may  be  called,  is 
the  right  of  self-defence,  and  paramount  to  all  laws  and  constitutions. 
It  is  therefore  no  legal  or  constitutional  right.  It  can  never  be  exercised 
against  the  consent  of  the  existing  Government,  unless  those  endeavor- 
ing to  exercise  it  have  sufficient  force  to  displace  that  Government  and  to 
deprive  it  of  its  power.  The  individual  actors  in  such  cases,  understand 
that  they  go  into  the  conflict  in  full  view  of  the  halter,  and  of  all  the 
other  consequences  of  treason.  It  is  a  part  of  the  divine  government  of 
the  world,  apparently  necessary  to  prevent  constant  anarchy  and  confu- 
sion, that  it  is  usually  a  hard  thing  to  make  a  successful  revolution. 
The  theoretical  line  of  distinction  between  secession  and  revolt,  may 
seem  very  thin  ;  but  the  difference  practically  is  very  great.  Men  will 
readily  enter  into  measures  considered  legal  and  constitutional,  who  will 
start  back  with  horror  from  embarking  in  a  treasonable  revolt. 

The  defects  of  the  State  Constitution  of  1776,  were  mostly  on  the 
popular  side,  and  except  the  most  palpable  error  of  failing  properly  to 
separate  the  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers,  so  essential  to 
every  good  government,  they  have  in  my  opinion,  been  very  imperfectly 
remedied  by  that  adopted  in  1844.  Instead  of  a  tenure  during  good  be- 
havior, so  important  to  secure  an  independent  judiciary,  the  judges  arc- 
still  appointed  for  the  limited  term  of  seven  years,  and  the  office  is  thus 
made  the  coveted  prize  of  party  conflicts ;  and  the  highest  court  is  still 
encumbered  with  uneducated  judges.  But  a  still  more  important  defect 

*  This  is  the  ground  assumed  by  Alexander  II.  Stephens,  in  his  elaborate 
work  "A  Constitutional  View  of  the  late  War  between  the  States."  (See  vol.  II, 
p.  22.  He  claims  that  his  doctrine  is  that  taught  by  all  writers,  ancient  and  mod- 
ern ;  but  he  cites  none.  The  rights  of  an  oppressed  people  to  revolt,  is  taught 
and  is  set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  ;  but  that  State  sovereignty 
is  so  indivisible  in  its  very  nature,  that  it  cannot  even  bind  itself  to  a  paramount 
power,  is  not  taught  by  any  writes  of  repute.  Mr.Calhonu's  doctrine  that  the 
State  Legislature  may  declare  a  law  of  Congress  unconstitutional  and  not  bind- 
ing, and  that  this  would  make  it  void,  so  that  the  federal  judiciary  cannot  en- 
forcfe  it,  indefensible  as  Stephens  agrees  it  is,  is  a  more  logical  and  consistent 
doctrine  than  his ;  being  a  fair  inference  from  his  wrong  principle,  that  every 
citizen  owes  a  paramount  allegiance  to  the  State. 
7 
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is  that  the  Governor  has  no  effective  veto,  A  bill  which  has  been  passed 
by  corrupt  means,  will  be  pretty  sure  to  become,  a  law,  in  spite  of  the 
Governor's  objections,  as  has  been  more  than  once  made  evident.  If 
anything  can  be  said  to  be  fully  established  by  the  experience  of  over  a 
century,  it  is  that  in  a  Democratic  government,  the  legislative  power  is 
most  to  1)0  feared  and  most  needs  control.  Our  present  constitution  has 
interposed  several  important  checks  to  improvident  legislation,  that 
were  wanting  in  that  first  adopted ;  but  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  that 
sooner  or  later  the  people  will  demand  and  provide  stronger  restraints. 

Most  of  the  laws  enacted  during  the  existence  of  the  war,  were  of  a 
temporary  character,  relating  to  the  organization  of  the  militia,  the  lay- 
ing and  collecting  of  taxes,  the  issue  and  redemption  of  paper  money, 
providing  for  its  being  a  legal  tender,  continuing  the  courts,  the  sitting 
of  which  was  often  interrupted,  the  definition  and  punishment  of  trea- 
son, and  the  forfeiture  of  the  estate  of  persons  guilty  of  that  crime.  An 
Act  was  passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature,  declaring  that  the 
several  courts  of  law  and  equity  of  the  State,  should  be  confirmed  and 
established,  and  continued  to  be  held  with  like  powers,  at  the  same  time 
and  places,  as  they  were  held  before  and  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. And  afterwards,  to  prevent  all  doubts  on  the  subject,  it  was 
enacted  that  all  the  private  acts,  (only  the  titles  of  which  were  con- 
tained in  Allison's  edition)  before  passed  into  laws  by  the  Legislature 
should,  except  such  as  had  become  obsolete,  or  had  been  disallowed  by 
the  King  in  council,  or  had  been  repealed  or  had  expired,  should 
remain  in  full  force. 

Before  and  after  the  adoption  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and 
prior  to  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  1789, 
a  considerable  part  of  the  State  legislation,  grew  out  of  the  circum- 
stance that  the  State  had  become  a  sovereign  power,  and,  so  far  as  laws 
obligatory  on  individual  citzens  were  concerned,  independent  of  other 
Government.  Some  of  these  laws  provide  for  punishing  offences  against 
the  confederacy,  by  counterfeiting  or  refusing  to  receive  its  paper  money, 
and  made  that  money  a  legal  tender.  By  a  law  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature  in  1778,  "  the  United  States  of  America,"  were  declared  to 
be  a  body  politic  and  corporate,  in  New  Jersey,  and  capable  of  sueing 
in  that  name  for  debts  due  to  them.  Attempts  were  made,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  some  of  the  other  States,  to  regulate  the  prices  of  labor,  and 
of  many  articles  of  merchandize,  and  especially  of  provisions ;  but 
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those  like  the  legal  tender  act,  proved  worse  than  useless,  and  were 
soon  abandoned. 

Provision  was  made  by  the  State  laws  for  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports, and  for  enforcing  those  imposed  by  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  for  establishing  Custom  Houses  and  naval  officers.  An  act  passed 
October  5th,  177G,  authorized  the  Governor  and  Council,  by  ordinance 
and  commission,  to  establish  a  Court  of  Admiralty  and  Custom  Houses, 
with  the  necessary  officers,  which  was  limited  to  one  year,  and  in  1778 
was  continued  and  supplied  with  a  new  act.  No  record  of  the  ordinan- 
ces or  commissions  are  now  to  be  found ;  but  it  appears  by  numerous  ad- 
vertisements in  Collins'  New  Jersey  Gazette,  that  in  1778  and  1779  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  existed,  of  which  Joseph  Lawrence  was  Judge,  and 
afterwards  J.  Imlay  and  Joseph  Bloomfield  were  Registers.  The  Court 
is  advertised  to  sit,  sometimes  in  Allentown,  sometimes  in  Trenton,  and 
in  other  places,  to  determine  the  cases  of  certain  vessels  named,  which 
were  taken  from  the  enemy  as  prizes,  and  sales  are  advertised  by  John 
Stokes,  Marshal. 

It  appears  by  the  case  of  Jennings  »  Carson,  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  reported  4th,  Cranch  2,  that  the  sloop  "  George," 
and  her  cargo,  captured  in  the  year  1778,  by  a  privateer,  was  libelled 
and  condemned  by  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  New  Jersey,  in  October, 
1778,  from  which  sentence  there  was  an  appeal  to  the'Continental  Court 
of  Appeals,  established  by  Congress,  where  the  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion was  reversed  in  December  1780,  and  restitution  ordered.  The  ves- 
sel had  been  sold  by  the  Marshal  of  the  State  Court,  for  paper  money, 
but  it  did  not  appear  what  had  become  of  the  money ;  and  the  object  of 
this  suit  was  to  render  the  owner  of  the  privateer  liable  for  it ;  which 
however,  did  not  succeed. 

In  1872  a  very  carefully  prepared  act  of  the  Legislature  was  passed, 
regulating  the  proceedings  in  Admiralty,  and  the  fees ;  and  requiring 
the  Judge  and  other  officers  to  be  appointed  by  the  joint  meeting  for 
three  years.  In  case  of  prize,  capture,  recapture,  and  seiz- 
ure upon  the  water,  an  appeal  was  allowed  to  such  judges  as  Congress 
had  appointed  or  might  appoint  to  hear  appeals.  One  of  the  sections 
provides  for  a  trial  before  a  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  to  be  held  by 
virtue  of  a  special  commission  before  any  two  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Judge  of  Admiralty,  according  to  the  course  of  the  com- 
mon law,  of  all  traitors,  pirates,  felons  and  criminals,  who  shall  offend 
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upon  the  sea,  or  within  the  Admiralty  jurisdiction.  Whether  any  such 
court  was  ever  held,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain.  The  joint  meet- 
ing appointed  John  H.  Imlay,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  and  Joseph 
Bloomfield  Register,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  they  were  renp- 
pointed.  Captures  as  prize  were  very  infrequent  after  1782,  and  the 
business  of  the  court  was  probably  not  important.  The  papers  and  rec- 
ords of  the  court  have  not  been  preserved.  After  the  ratification  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  vested  the  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion exclusively  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  State  laws 
were  repealed. 

After  the  peace,  the  people  who  were  greatly  impoverished,  were 
clamorous  for  stay  laws,  as  has  been  commonly  the  case  in  all  similar 
circumstances ;  and  much  hostility  was  shown  to  the  courts,  and  especi- 
ally to  lawyers,  who  had  to  bear  the  odium  of  endeavoring  to  enforce 
the  payment  of  debts  and  fulfilment  of  contracts.  The  prevailing  feel- 
ing, was  very  much  like  that  which  existed  in  1769  described  in  Judge 
Field's  Provincial  Courts,  page  1G5.  Happily  it  did  not  assume  the 
shape  of  an  open  rebellion,  as  it  did  in  Massachusetts ;  but  it  was  very 
marked  in  many  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislatare.  The  popular 
party  had  the  ascendancy,  and  defeated  every  attempt  to  adopt  a  new 
Constitution,  or  to  amend  that  in  existence. 

Abraham  Clark  of  Elizabethtown,  a  surveyor  by  occupation,  and  a 
strong-minded  man,  whose  intentions  appear  to  have  been  good,  but 
whose  prejudices  were  very  strong,  was  the  backer  of  this  party. 
He  was  several  times  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Incle. 
pcndence.  Being  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  1784,  he  was  the  main 
advocate,  and  had  the  reputation  of  being  the  author,  of  a  law  which 
passed  without  serious  opposition,  entitled  "  An  Act  for  Regulating  and 
Shortening  the  proceedings  of  the  Courts  of  Law."  It  was  known  af- 
terwards as  Clark's  law,  and  the  spirit  which  produced  it  was  shown  by 
his  declaration ;  "  if  it  succeeds,  it  will  tear  off  the  ruffles  from  the 
lawyers  wrists." 

But  it  did  not  succeed,  Governor  Livingston  describes  it  as  prolong- 
ing, rather  than  shortening  law  suits.  It  had  some  good  provisions 
afterwards  adopted  with  the  necessary  modifications;  but  like  all  such' 
attempts  at  reform,  made  by  incompetent  persons,  the  innovations  at- 
tempted were  too  great,  and  rendered  it  incongruous  to  other  provisions 
of  the  law.  It  was  soon  altered,  and  after  a  few  years  entirely  super- 
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ceded  by  tlic  practice  act  of  Governor  Paterson,  still  the  basis  of  our 
system. 

An  anecdote  of  Clark  was  told  me  by  Judge  Russel,  as  having  been 
received  by  him  from  Clark  himself,  which  is  perhaps  worth  preserving  ; 
In  the  month  of  March  1788,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Congres?  from 
New  Jersey,  and  boarded  with  a  widow  lady  in  New  York,  where  Con- 
gress then  sat,  who  lived  in  a  very  plain  way.  Sometime  after  dark,  he 
was  sitting  in  her  little  parlor,  at  a  stand  with  a  single  tallow  candle, 
which  was  all  the  light  in  the  room,  when  there  was  a  loud  knocking  at 
the  front  door.  It  soon  appeared  that  the  French  Minister  had  called  in 
his  carriage  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  Member  of  Congress.  Mr.  Clark 
met  him  at  the  door,  and  then  as  he  advanced  into  the  room,  retired  back- 
wards toward  the  stand  where  he  had  been  sitting.  He  then  attempted 
to  sit  down  in  the  chair  he  had  left,  but  which  the  landlady,  unper- 
ceived  by  him,  had  removed.  Finding  himself  falling  to  the  floor,  he 
unconsciously  seized  the  stand,  upset  it,  and  extinguished  the  light;  so 
that  his  Excellency  the  Minister,  for  titles  were  scrupulously  observed  in 
those  days,  was  received  by  a  member  of  Congress,  lying  on  his  back, 
but  happily  screened  by  total  darkness. 

Upon  referring  to  the  journals  of  Congress,  it  appears  that  on  the 
fourteenth  of  February  1788,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Count  de  Moustier 
be  received  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian  majesty, 
and  be  admitted  to  a  public  audience  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  that  month. 
There  being  then  no  executive,  this  was  the  ceremonial  formally  adopted 
by  the  Congress ;  and  it  was  also  prescribed  that  after  such  a  public 
reception,  the  Minister  should  wait  personally  on  the  members  at  their 
lodgings.  On  the  designated  day  the  Minister  was  personally  introduced 
by  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  having  delivered  his  letter 
of  credence,  he  addressed  Congress  in  a  set  speech,  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent of  that  body  made  a  reply.  All  this  is  formally  recorded  ;  but  the 
proceedings  outside  rest  only  in  memory. 

Clark  was  a  rigid  economist,  and  a  steady  advocate  of  popular  meas- 
ures. In  1787,  although  known  to  be  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  he  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature,  a  member  of 
the  Convention  of  this  State  called  to  ratify  it ;  but  ill  health  prevented 
his  taking  his  seat  in  that  body.  In  1791  and  1793  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  died  in  1794  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of  age. 

By  the  terms  of  the  State  Constitution  of  1776,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  State,  of  full  age  and  worth  fifty  pounds,  who  had  resided  for  twelve 
months  in  the  county  where  they  claimed  a  vote,  were  entitled  to  a 
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vote.  It  is  evident  however  that  the  Provincial  Congress  which  framed 
this  Constitution,  understood  that  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  any  sub- 
sequent Legislature  to  restrict  this  privilege  ;  for  they  themselves  enacted 
an  ordinance,  as  had  been  stated,  which  did  this,  and  the  first  Legisla" 
ture  prescribed  oaths  to  be  taken,  not  found  in  it.  But  it  was  not  long 
before  it  was  found  that  a  diversity  of  practice  prevailed  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  At  an  election  held  in  1806  for  the  selection  of  the 
county  seat  of  Essex  County,  at  which  there  was  a  warm  contest  between 
Elizabethtown  and  Newark,  females  and  colored  persons,  were  allowed 
to  vote  without  inquiry  as  to  their  property,  some  persons,  and  among 
them  some  females  boasted  that  they  voted  under  different  names 
several  times  during  the  day  and  night  the  polls  were  kept  open,  and 
the  fraudulent  voting  was  so  great,  that  the  Legislature  set  aside  the 
election.  The  fact  disclosed  by  the  evidence  produced  to  the  Legislature 
in  this  case,  occasioned  the  enactment  of  a  new  election  law  in  Novem- 
ber 1807,  which  passed  the  Assembly  by  a  vote  of  thirty-one  ayes  to  five 
noes.  There  was  at  this  time  a  majority  of  democrats  in  the  Legislature  ; 
but  it  was  not  a  party  measure ;  the  leading  federalists  in  the  body, 
including  the  member  from  Burlington  County,  and  the  late  James 
Parker  of  Middlesex  voted  for  it.  The  universal  public  opinion  of  the 
people  sanctioned  its  provisions,  which  with  but  little  change  continued 
in  force  until  altered  by  the  fifteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  This  law  commences  with  the  following  preamble, 
"  WHEREAS  doubts  have  been  raised  and  great  diversities  in  practice 
obtained  throughout  the  State,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  aliens 
females,  and  persons  of  color,  or  negroes  to  vote,  in  elections,  and  also 
in  regard  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  qualifications  of  voters  in 
respect  to  estate ;  and  whereas  it  is  highly  necessary  to  the  safety  quiet 
good  order  and  dignity  of  the  State,  to  clear  up  the  said  doubts,  by  an 
act  of  the  representatives  of  the  people  declaratory  of  the  true  sense  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  ensure  its  just  execution  in  these 
particulars,  according  to  the  intent  of  the  framers  thereof:"  therefore,  it 
was  enacted,  that  no  person  should  vote,  unless  such  person  be  a  free, 
white,  male  citizen  of  the  State,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  worth 
fifty  pounds  proclamation  money,  and  that  in  order  to  establish  a  uniform 
practice  throughout  the  State,  and  to  avoid  all  questions  in  regard  to 
the  qualification  of  the  voter  as  to  estate,  every  person  in  other  respects 
entitled  to  vote,  who  should  have  paid  a  tax,  should  be  adjudged  by 
the  officers  conducting  the  election  to  be  worth  fifty  pounds  clear  estate 
and  entitled  to  vote. 
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It  occasionally  happened,  however,  that  the  officers  of  election  disre- 
garded this  law,  holding  it  to  be  unconstitutional  and  void,  so  far  as  it 
prevented  aliens,  females  and  colored  persons  from  voting .  This  hap- 
pened in  at  least  one  township  in  Cumberland  County  at  a  contested 
election  for  the  place  of  erecting  a  court  house  in  the  year  1837  ;  and 
this  in  part  produced,  what  was  called  the  broad  seal  war  the  next  year. 
From  1809  to  1845  the  polls  were  required  to  be  kept  open  two  days, 
and  it  was  customary  in  the  large  townships  to  hold  the  election  at 
different  places  each  day. 
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XEWAKK,  May  18th,  1871. 

THE  SOCIETY  met  in  their  rooms  at  11  A.  M.,  REV.  RAVAUD  K. 
RODQEKS,  D.D.,  second  Vice  President,  taking  the  chair  in  the  absence 
of  the  President. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since  the 
January  meeting,  and  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from  George  II 
Moore,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  and  James  Veech,  Esq.,  of  Pittsburgh,  HO- 
knowledging  their  election  as  Honorary  Members,  and  from  several 
other  gentlemen  accepting  their  election  as  Resident  Members :  from 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  New  York, 
Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Georgia,  the  Essex  Institute,  Mass.  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  Boston  Public  Library,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  Society's  latest  publication  ;  from  the  Governor's  Secretary,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  the  Resolution  passed  by  the  Society  rHat- 
ing  to  the  Flags  of  the  New  Jersey  regiments;  from  Mr.  H.  D.  Winton, 
enquiring  after  the  papers  referring  to  Rev.  Peter  Wilson,  collected  by 
Mr.  A.  Gifford,  now  in  the  Library  ;  from  the  American  Philosophical 
Society  and  Historical  Societies  of  Chicago  and  Iowa,  transmitting  do- 
nations for  the  library;  from  Dr.  J.  Bowman,  of  Philadelphia,  making 
inquiries  after  Dr.  Carnahan's  paper  on  the  Pennsylvania  Whisky  Insur- 
ection:  from  C.  C.  Haven,  Esq.,  of  Trenton,  transmitting  a  book  for 
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the  library  ;  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Crayon,of  New  Foundland,  N.  J.,  in  response 
to  a  suggestion  made  at  a  late  meeting  of  the  Society,  that  newspaper 
items  referring  to  local  history  should  be  preserved,  enclosing  an  article 
on  Charlotteburg  in  Passaic  County  ;  from  Gen.  James  Grant  Wilson, 
transmitting  autograph  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Kirkpatrick  and  Col. 
John  Bayard :  and  several  other  communications  relating  to  Society 
matters. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  as  amount- 
ing to  $264  20. 

The  Librarian  presented  a  list  of  the  donations  received  since  Jan- 
uary for  the  Library  and  Cabinet,  which  will  be  found  on  n  subsequent 
page. 

MR.  WniTKHEAD,  referring  to  a  donation  of  Continental  and  Provin- 
cial currency,  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  extent  of  the 
Society's  collection,  and  urged  some  exertion  on  their  part  to  render  it 
still  more  complete. 

DR.  S.  H.  PENNINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
the  issue  of  another  number  of  the  "Proceedings"  of  the"  Society  since 
the  last  meeting,  containing  besides  the  current  business  transactions 
to  the  present  time,  the  Memoir  of  the  late  President  Richard  S.  Field, 
by  Mr.  Keasbey.  read  before  t  he  Society  in  January,  and  a  paper  upon 
the  first  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer.  As 
the  Proceeding^  were  distributed  gratuitously  to  such  only  of  the  Resi 
dent  Members  as  are  not  in  arrears,  should  any  not  have  received  the 
recently  issued  number  they  should  attribute  it  to  their  having  omitted 
to  comply  with  the  prescribed  terms. 

The  Committee  informed  the  members  that  back  volumes  of  the 
"Proceedings"  could  be  at  present  supplied  at  $1  50  per  volume,  ex- 
cepting Volume  10,  which  is  $1  75,  and  that  sets  of  the  "  Collections" 
(with  the  exception  of  the  1st  Volume  which  could  not  be  furnished) 
might  be  obtained  by  members  at  $8  50  for  the  six  volumes. 

The  Committee  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the  Society 
that  Judge  Elmer  had  been  led  to  change  his  determination  not  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  preparation  of  his  Reminiscences  of  the  Bench  and  Bar 
of  New  Jersey;  that  he  was  proceeding  with  the  work  sind, it  would 
probably  be  completed  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  months.  It  would 
comprise  a  succinct  history  of  the  Constitution  of  1776,  and  of  the 
government  and  laws  under  it,  as  well  as  the  Judge's  personal  reminis- 
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eences  of  the  men  engaged  iu  their  administration,  and  would  be  a  val- 
uable acquisition  to  the  historical  and  biographical  literature  of  the 
State. 

In  furtherance  of  the  design  heretofore  announced  to  publish  this 
volume  as  Volume  VII  of  the  "Collections''  of  the  Society,  the 
Committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  on  the  completion  of  the  work  upon  which  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C. 
Elmer,  of  Bridgcton,  is  now  engaged,  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized and  requested  to  take  immediate  steps  for  its  publication  as  a  volume  of  th«- 
Society's  "  Collections,"  and  that  it  will  be  issued  as  soon  as  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Committee  it  may  be  expedient. 

Resolved,  That  the  size  of  the  volume  and  its  general  appearance  be  made  to 
conform  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  size  and  appearance  of  the  previous  volumes  of 
the  series,  and  that  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Committee. 

COL.  SWORDS  drew  attention  to  the  low  state  of  the  Treasury  as  not 
warranting  the  publication  at  the  present  time,  but  after  some  explana- 
tory remarks  from  MR.  WHITEHEAD.  the  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

MR.  MARTIN  .R.  DENNIS  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library.  They  congratulated  the  Society  on  the  improved  appear- 
ance of  the  rooms  through  the  additions  placed  in  them,  partly  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  partly  through  the  liberality  of  a  lew  of  the  mem- 
bers, and  the  report  proceeds  as  follows:  "  So  long  as  the  resources  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Committee  are  so  restricted,  they  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  individual  contributions  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  agree- 
able to  them  or  beneficial  to  the  Society.  They  aie  informed  by  the 
Treasurer  that  the  Library  Fund,  through  the  supineness  of  most  of  the 
members,  and  the  neglect  of  others  who  are  nominally  subscribers  to  it, 
is  virtually  of  little  avail :  and  the  last  formal  appeal  of  the  Commit- 
tee to  individual  members  for  additional  subscriptions,  did  not  awaken 
sufficient  interest  to  call  forth  a  single  response.  The  Committee  have 
no  suggestions  to  offer  for  remedying  this  defect  in  our  organization,  as 
the  Society  has  placed  its  financial  affairs,  very  properly,  in  the  hands  of 
a  special  committee,  every  way  competent  to  devise  the  necessary  mVas- 
u res;  but  they  do  urge  upon  their  fellow  members  the  propriety  of  co- 
operating to  make  the  Library  what  it  should  be,  a  depository  of  his 
torical  materials  of  all  kinds,  of  constantly  increasing  interest  and  im- 
portance, adding  yearly  to  its  advantages  and  facilities.  Nothing 
affords  better  evidence  of  our  fulfilling  the  objects  of  our  association 
than  the  growth  and  condition  of  the  Library." 
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The  only  source  of  increase  at  present  to  the  Library  was  from  dona- 
tions, but  the  Committee  stated  that  it  was  in  contemplation  to  inaug- 
urate a  system  of  exchanges  with  other  institutions,  whereby  a  large 
number  of  duplicate  volumes  might  be  made  available  in  securing 

others  that  were  wanted. 

. 

Since  the  last  meeting  the  Cabinet  had  been  rc-arraugccl  and  cata- 
logued ;  several  volumes  of  newspapers  had  been  bound,  and  all  in  the 
possession  of  the  Society  assorted  and  re  arranged,  to  facilitate  their 
permanent  preservation,  Avhcnever  the  finances  might  warrant  steps  in 
that  direction.  For  six  months  the  rooms  had  been  open  the  greater 
part  of  every  week  day,  and  an  Assistant  Librarian  had  been  in  attend- 
ance. As  this  arrangement  'had  resulted  favorably  for  the  interests  of 
th a  Society  ;  the  Committee  had  authorized  its  continuance. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  as  to  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  whose  names  had  been  reported  to  them,  and  on  balloting 
they  were  all  duly  elected,  and  several  new  nominations  were  received 
and  referred. 

Mu.  WIIITKIIKAU  presented  a  Pocket  Diary  once  belonging  to 
lion.  Charles  Fcnton  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  which  had  been  found  during 
the  Rebellion  somewhere  in  that  State,  containing  entries  of  journeys, 
engagements,  &c.,  from  March  to  November,  1810.  He  also  presented 
in  behalf  of  Miss  CAKOMNE  HOKNBLOWEB,  a  book  containing  the 
minutes  of  three  Literary  Societies  existing  in  Newark  between  Ihe 
years  1790  and  1799;  David  U.  Ogden,  Elias  Van  Arsdale,  William  Hal- 
sey,  Jacob  Burnet,  and  other  prominent  citizens  of  Newark  in  after 
years,  being  among  their  members  and  participating  in  the  discussions 
of  the  most  momentous  questions. 

Mu.  JAMES  II.  TICHENOK  presented  a  specimen  of  local  currency  for 
six  cents,  issued  by  the  New  York  and  Jersey  Steamboat  Ferry  Co.,  in 
1814. 

COL.  SWOKUS  read  a  letter,  received  from  Mr.  Morgan  L.  Smith,* 
drawing  attention  to  the  death  of  David  G.  Burnet,  of  Texas,  a  native 
of  Newark,  and  giving  a  succinct  account  of  his  career;  and  in  behalf 
of  Mr.  Smith,  ofiercd  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

WIIBKEAS,  Since  the  last  annual  meeting  of  this  Society,  David  G.  Burnet,  a 
sou  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  Newark  in  1788,  has  gone  to  his  great  reward :  and 
inasmuch  as  he  has  during  a  life  of  practical  usefulness,  in  public  and  private 
relations,  reflected  honor  upon  his  native  State  and  city.  .  '.* 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  of  this  Society,  arc 
hereby  requested  to  obtain  a  competent  person  to  prepare  and  present  at  the 
next  annual  meeting  a  memoir  of  this  great  and  good  man. 

*  Sec  Page.  164, 
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The  HON.  WM.  B.  KLNNEY,  in  some  remarks  of  great  interest,  corrob- 
orated the  statements  of  Mr.  Smith  as  to  the  high  character  of  Mr. 
Burnct  throughout  a  life  of  many  vicissitudes.  He  had  ever  retained  a 
marked  humility,  leading  him  to  decline  even  furnishing  materials  for 
a  biography.  Could  his  career  be  fully  presented  it  would  be  found 
"  more  romantic  than  romance  itself,"  and  prove  of  great  interest,  not 
only  to  his  fellow  Jersey  men,  but  also,  and  especially,  to  the  citizens  of 
Texas,  with  whose  history  he  was  closely  identified. 

MR.  C.  C.  LATHROP,  also  eulogized  Mr.  Buruet,  having  become  famil- 
iar with  his  character  and  public  services  while  residing  at  the  South. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Captain  Allen  Bassett,  3Ir.  White- 
head  and  Mr.  Duryee,  the  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  half-past  two  o'clock,  the  inter- 
vening time  being  spent  by  the  members  in  examining  the  Library  and 
Cabinet  of  the  Society,  and  in  partaking  of  a  collation  spread  in  one  of 
the  rooms. 

On  reassembling,  CHARLES  II.  W  INFIELD,  Esq.,  read  a  portion  of  a 
work,  in  the  preparation  of  which  he  is  engaged  upon  4i  The  History 
of  Hudson  County ;"  the  portion  selected  covering  the  period  from  the 
discovery  down  to  the  year  1G61  ;  which  was  listened  to  with  marked 
attention. 

On  concluding,  Mr.  Wiufield  received  on  motion  of  MR.  HAYES,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  for  his  highly  instructive  and  interesting  paper  ; 
the  usual  request  for  a  copy  being  waived  in  view  of  Mr.  "WYs  own  in- 
tention to  publish  his  history  when  completed. 

MR.  PEDDIE  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  comparatively  few  of  the 
younger  members  of  the  Society  were  present  at  its  meetings,  which 
elicited  some  discussion  as  to  the  best  course  to  be  pursued  to  awaken 
a  greater  interest  in  the  Society;  but  it  being  generally  conceded  that  no 
other  inducements  could  be  offered  for  advancing  its  interests  than  were 
to  be  found  in  the  high  aims  and  purposes  of  its  organization,  the  sub- 
ject was  dropped. 

COL.  SWORDS  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  he 
should  move  an  alteration  to  the  7th  Article  of  the  Constitution  so  that 
the  fee  for  admission  shall  readme  dollars  instead  of  '•  three  dollars.'1  the 
fee  for  life  membership  shall  read  twenty-five  dollars  instead  of  "  twenty 
dollars.'' 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Trenton  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  January,  1872,  unless  called  together  in  September  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 
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From  the  Mas&idm&ctts  Historical  Society  —  Proceedings  of  the  Society— 
beginning  April,  18G9,  eliding  December  ^1870,  Publislicil  at  the 
charge  of  the  Peabody  Fund. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society  —  Transactions  of  the  Society 
Vol.  14,  new  series,  Part  1. 

Proceedings  of  the  Society.  -Vol.  VI,  No.  83. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society  —  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  ol 
the  State  of  Iowa,  containing  the  results  of  examinations  and  obser- 
vations made  within  the  years  I860,  '(57,  '68  and  '69.  By  Charles  A. 
White,  M.D.  2  Vols. 

Iowa  Agricultural  Report  for  1869.  Reports  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment of  Iowa  —  Life  and  Fire,  1808,  '69.  2  Vols. 

The  Census  of  Iowa,  as  returned  in  the  year  1869.  Population, 
Agricultural  Statistics,  Manufacture,  &c. 

Journals  01"  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  13th  Gen. 
Assembly  of  Iowa.  1870.  2  Vols. 

Legislative  Documents  13th  Gen.  Assembly,  and  Acts  and  Resolu- 
tions passed  at  the  Regular  Session,  1870.  3  Vols. 

Des  Moines  Bulletin,  Legislative  Supplement  ;  Phonographic  Re- 
port for  the  Bulletin. 

Annals  of  Iowa  —  the  Quarterly  for  the  State  Society  for  January 
and  April,  1871. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  —  History  of  Illinois,  and  Life  of 
Ninian  Edwards. 

The  Last  of  the  Illinois,  and  a  sketch  of  the  Pottawotoniies. 

Catalogues  of  the  N.  W.  University  at  Evanston,  111.,  869,  '70  ;  of, 
the  Illinois  Normal  University  for  1861.  '2,  '4,  '3,  '8  and  '9,  and  of 
the  Lake  Forest  Academy,  111.,  1869,  '7U. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Illinois  Industrial  University  for  1SG9  and 
'70,  and  7th  and  8th  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
Chicago,  1868  and  '9,  and  15th  and  16th  Annual  Reports  of  the  Board 
of  Education  of  Chicago,  '69  and  '70. 

Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago,  report- 
ed to  the  Board  of  Trade,  1869. 
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Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society,  1869 ;  of 
the  State  Horticultural  Society,  1869,  and  Bulletin  of  the  Wisconsin 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts  and  Letters. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society— The  North  West  during  the  Rev 
olution.  An  Address  before  the  Society,  Jan.  31st,  1871.  By  Hon. 
C.  J.  Walker. 

From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society — Settlement  of  Ellicotts'  Mills, 
with  fragments  of  History  therewith  connected.  By  Martha  E.  Tyson. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Essex  Institute  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  X. 
Bulletin  of  the  Institute,  Vo!.  2,  No.  9. 

From  the  N.  E.  Hist,  and  Gen.  Society — The  Register  and  Antiquarian 
Journal,  No.  2,  Vol.  XXV. 

From  the  Authors — Oration  on  the  250th  Anniversary  of  the  Landing  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers  at  Plymouth,  21st  Dec.  1*70.  By  Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthrop,  L.L.D.,  Pres.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc'y. 

Annual  Report  of  the  State  Geologist  of  New  Jersey  for  the  year 
1870.  By  George  H.  Cook. 

Ancestry  of  Friscilla  Baker,  who  lived  1694-1731,  and  was  wife  of 
Isaac  Appleton,  of  Ipswich.  By  Wm.  S.  Appleton. 

A  new  Historic  Manual  concerning  the  Three  Battles  at  Trenton 
and  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  during  the  War  for  American  Independ- 
ence, in  1776  and  1777.  By  C.  C.  Haven. 

29th  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry  at  Large,  Providence,  R.  I. 
By  Rev.  E.  M.  Stone. 

From  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  •  College — The  Centennial  Celebration  of 
Rutgers  College,  June  21st,  1870,  with  an  Historical  Discourse,  deliv- 
ered by  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  and  other  Proceedings. 

From  George  JT.  Cool-— Sixth  Annual  Report  of  Rutgers  Scientific 
School,  1870. 

From  Dr.  I.  P.  Trimble— Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,  with  maps  and 
colored  sections  referred  to  on  the  Report.  1869. 

From  Robert  Clarke — The  Symmes  Family  and  Notice  of  Capt.  John 
Cleves  Symmes,  the  author  of  u  Theory  of  Concentrick  Spheres." 

From  Robert  C.  Winthrop— Proceedings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Peabody 
Education  Fund,  at  their  Annual  Meeting  Feb.  15,  1871,  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  their  General  Agent,  Dr.  Sears. 
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From  W.  A.  Whitehead— Three  Volumes  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  for 
1868, 1869, 1870. 

Seventeen  specimens  of  Continental  Currency  ;  three  specimens  of 
the  Provincial  Currency  of  Connecticut ;  one  of  New  York ;  four  of 
Pennsylvania;  four  of  Maryland;  one  of  Delaware:  Twenty-one  of 
New  Jersey. 

Evidence  taken  by  the  Committee  of  Investigation  3d  District  of 
S.  Carolina,  1870. 

From  the  Truttees—\^i\\  Annual  Report  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of 
New  Bedford. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.    Green— Report  of  the  Board  of  Education   of 

Massachusetts  from  1864  to  1871,  inclusive.    8  Vols. 
/ 

Adjutant  General  of  Massachusetts'  Report  for  1864. 

Address  of  Gov.  Wm.  Claflin  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
Jan.  8th,  1870. 

Inaugural  Address  of  Shurtleft,  Mayor  of  Boston,  to  the  City  Coun- 
cil, Jan.  3d,  1870,  and  of  William  Gaston,  Mayor,  Jan.  2d,  1871. 

History  of  the  Redman  Farm,  so  called,  situate  in  Canton,  Norfolk 
Co.,  Mass.,  with  map.  By  Ellis  Ames. 

Fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  1781-1870.  Al- 
phabetically arranged. 

Hon.  Charles  R.  Train's  Closing  Argument  on  the  Annexation  of 
Dorchester  to  Boston.  April  28th,  1769. 

Senator  Sherman's  Fallacies;  or  Honesty  the  Best  Policy.  By 
Edward  Atkinson.  1868. 

The  Hooaac  Tunnel  Contract.     By  F.  W.  Bird.     1869. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Boston  Provident  Association,  May  1870,  of 
the  Industrial  Aid  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism,  Oct.  1870, 
of  the  Children's  Hospital  from  Dec.  28th,  '69,  to  Dec.  28th,  1870,  ot 
the  Superintendent  of  Health  for  1870,  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Hospital,  Boston,  for  the  year  1868,  of  the  Home  for  the  Destitute, 
1870,  of  the  Channing  Home  for  1869  and  '70,  and  of  the  Home  for 
Aged  Colored  Women,  1869  and  1870. 

Articles  of  Association  and  By-Laws  adopted  by  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Cotton  Manufacturers  and  Planters,  April  29th.  1868,  and 
Proceedings  at  their  First  Annual  Meeting,  June  30th  1869. 

Repprt  to  the  International  Sanitary  Conference  of  a  Commission 
from  that  Body  on  the  Origin,  Enderaicity,  Transmissibility  and  Pro- 
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pagation  of  Asiatic  Cholera.  Translated  by  Samuel  L.  Abbot,  M.D. 
1867.  • 

Abstract  of  the  Records  of  the  Trustees  of  donations  to  the  Protes- 
tant Episcopal  Church  of  the  Diocese  of  Massachusetts.  1870. 

The  Church  Almanac  for  AJ).    1871. 
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Thomas  D.  Armstrong,  Mount  Hotty. 

Peter  H.  Ballantine,  Newark. 

Robert  F.  Ballantine,  Newark. 

William  T.  Carter,  Neicark. 

Rev.  Robert  E.  Dennison,  Newark. 

David  C.  Dodd,  Newark. 

Rev.  "Wm.  Rankin  Duryee,  Lafayette. 

J.  Augustus  Fay,  Jr.,  Elizaleth. 

John  L.  Love,  M.  D.,  Montrclai.    '» 

Rev.  J.  H.  Mcllvaine,  D.  D.,  Newark. 

Nathaniel  Niles,  Madison. 

William  Plume,  Newark. 

Samuel  T.  Smith,  Waterloo. 

Rev.  Samuel  M.  Studdiford,  Trenton. 

R.  M.  Sutphen,  M.  D.,  NeicarL 

Rev.  O.  H.  Tiffany,  D.  D.,  Newark. 

Charles  B.  Thurston,  Newark.. 

Rev.  James  P.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  Newark. 

FOR  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
Thomas  Ban-on,  New  York. 
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I 

LETTER  FROM  MR.  MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 

Accompanying  the  Preamble  and  Resolution  on  Page  158 

NEWARK,  May  6th,  1871. 
Col.  R.  S.  SWORDS,  Historical  Rooms. 

DEAR  SIR  :  —I  contemplated  presenting  the  accompanying  preamble 
and  resolution,  commemorative  of  David  G.  Burnet,  but  as  I  am  called 
away  to  a  distant  point,  on  the  18th  inst.  I  send  th_em  to  you  for  pre- 
sentation, and  at  your  suggestion,  I  have  added  a  brief  sketch  of 
Judge  Burnet,  and  his  ancestors,  which  will  show  that. his  is'eminently 
a  Historical  name,  from  both  family  and  personal  considerations.  His 
grandfather  graduated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  and  emigrated 
at  an  early  period  to  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  and  received  the 
degree  of  LL.D.,  from  his  Alma  Mater.  The  Father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  Dr.  Wm.  Burnet,  was  also  a  man  of  letters — a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  received  the  appointment  of  Surgeon 
General  for  the  Eastern  District  of  U.  S. 

An  elder  brother  was  a  distinguished  officer  of  the  revolution,  and  a 
bosom  friend  of  LafayuUe,  and  yet,  another  brother,  Jacob,  was  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century  the  most  distinguished  politician  and  statesman 
of  Ohio.  Hi:  left  lasting  fame  as  a  legislator,  in  his  state,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  and  of  the  United  States  Senate,  a  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Ohio,  and  a  commissioner,  with  Henry  Clay  and 
R.  Watkins  Leigh,  to  settle  a  controversy  between  the  .States  of  Virginia 
and  Kentucky.  To  his  literary  honors,  may  be  added  the  degree  of 
LL  D.,  from  Princeton  and  Trausylvanian,  and  also  an  election  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Science,  an  honor  rarely  bestowed  on  a  foreigner. 

The  fame  of  Judge  Burnet  however  is  not  alone  derived  from  his 
greatly  distinguished  family — for  when  a  carefully  prepared  record  of 
him,  from  youth  to  old  age,  is  presented  to  us,  we  shall  find  him  a  good 
student  and  a  ripe  scholar  at  an  early  age.  An  officer  in  Gen.  Miranda's 
expedition  in  South  America.  A  law  student  and  practitioner,  with  his 
brother  in  Ohio,  from  which  he  was  compelled  on  account  of  ill  health 
to  seek  the  milder  climate  of  Mexico,  where  he  was  appointed  an 
"  Alcalde,"  of  the  colony  of  Texas,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered 
efficient  service  in  forming  its  judiciary. 
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After  a  successful  revolution  in  1836,  he  was  elected  the  first  President 
of  the  "  Republic  of  Texas."  In  this  position  he  greatly  distinguished 
himself  in  successfully  founding  a  new  state. 

During  his  administration,  he  was  esteemed  an  able  statesman,  a  wise 
and  just  ruler;  he  declined  a  second  election,  but  was  subsequently 
vice-President,  Secretary  of  State,  and  in  1806  was  chosen  unanimously 
by  the  Legislature  of  Texas  U.  S.  Senator. 

This  is  a  mere  glance  at  the  unsought  public  trusts  committed  to  him 
by  a  grateful  people. 

His  retirement  from  public  life,  and  waning  health,  induced  him  to 
visit  his  native  city  in  1868.  He  soon  however  returned  to  his  friends, 
in  the  state  of  his  adoption,  of  whom  he  was  wont  to  say :  ''  they  are 
indulgent  to  my  faults,  and  disinterested  in  their  friendship/' 

During  his  sojourn  in  our  city,  he  was  much  interested  in  reminis- 
cences of  the  friends  and  associates  of  his  childhood  and  youthful  days 
in  Newark,  and  usually  closed  his  musings  with  the  sad  remark,  u  they 
are  all  gone  before  me." 

Seventy  years  had  so  changed  the  humble  village  to  a  great  city,  that 
he  was  bewildered  in  his  efforts  to  locate  exactly  the  site  of  the  home 
of  his  ancestors,  or  those  of  his  early  friends. 

When  taking  his  last  lingering  look  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church , 
on  Broad  street,  his  apostrophe  was  most  touching  and  memorable, — 

"  Dear  old  Church,  there  lie  the  remains  of  my  ancestors,  in  it  I  was 
taught  the  principles  of  the  gospel  of  our  Divine  Master.  I  cannot  be 
grateful  enough  to  God  that  I  have  been  sustained  by  it,  during  the 
changing  vicissitudes  of  my  long  and  eventful  career,  and  that  I  can  now 
entertain  a  blessed  hope  beyond  these  scenes  of  life." 

On  the  5th  of  December,  last,  he  closed  by  a  peaceful  death,  in  Texas. 
a  long  and  useful  public,  and  Christian  life. 

With  the  worldly  skill  posessed  by  many,  he  might  have  attained 
great  wealth, but  to  his  honor  be  it  said,  he  died  very  poor.  An  heir-loom 
watch  and  a  family  bible,  was  the  extent  of  his  worldy  possessions,  yet, 
he  had  a  generous  ovation  from  his  friends  while  he  lived,  and  such 
sorrow  at  his  death  as  could  alone  spring  from  disinterested  friendship. 

In  the  family  bible  referred  to,  was  found  after  his  death,  a  record  of 
the  last  scion  of  his  house,  written  in  his  firm  round  hand,  "  William 
Est  Buract,  was  killed  at  Spanish  Fort  near  Mobile,  March  olst,  1865. 
A  victim  to  an  unhappy  war,  and  I  only  am  left  poor  and  desolate,  O  ! 
God,  thy  will  be  done,  and  give  me  grace  to  submit  cheerfully  to  it." 
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From  a  personal  acquaintance  with  Judge  Burnet  and  many  of  his 

antecedents  I  am  enabled  to  give  this  brief  sketch.     When  a  competent 

.  historian  shall  have  done  him  justice  in  a  carefully  prepared  biography, 

you  will  have  spread  upon  your  records,  a  brilliant  page  in  the  history 

of  the  great  men  of  New  Jersey. 

Very  truly  yours, 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH. 
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TRENTON,  January  18th,  1872. 

THE  SOCIETY  met  iu  accordance  with  its  By-laws,  the  rooms  of  the 
Trenton  Board  of  Trade  being  generously  placed  at  its  disposal. 
There  was  a  large  attendance  of  members  and  others  from  various  parts 
of  the  State. 

TheRev.  SAMUEL  M.  HAMMIL,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  RAVAUD  K.  ROUGEBS, 
D.D.,  the  second  and  third  Vice  Presidents,  presided.  The  Governor 
of  the  State,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  were  seated  near  the  presiding  officers. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Sec- 
retary. 

The1  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  letters  received  since 
May,  among  them  being  acknowledgments  of  their  elections  as  Resident 
Members  from  the  Rev.  Drs.  James  P.  Wilson  and  J.  H.  Mcllvaine,  of 
Newark,  of  Messrs.  Nathaniel  Niles,  of  Madisou,  and  several  others, 
and  from  Thomas  Barren,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  of  his  election  as  Cor- 
responding Member.  The  Iowa  Historical  Society  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  publications  of  the  Society;  Mr.  Edwin  Saltcr,  of  Wash- 
ington, furnished  an  explanation  of  the  desparaging  term  of  "foreigners" 
as  applied  to  Jerseymen  in  some  localities  ;  Mr.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 
Secretary  of  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  drew  attention 
to  a  proposal  of  Mr.  John  C.  Jay  to  dispose  of  his  library  and  concho- 
15 
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logical  cabinet ;  Professor  Noah  Porter,  of  Yale  College,  Professor  Joseph 
Henry,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  other  distinguished  literary 
gentlemen  joined  in  an  appeal  for  the  restoration  of  the  Strasburg  library. 
A  Communication  from  James  Ross  Snowdeu,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia, 
asked  for  aid  in  collecting  materials  for  a  Memoir  to  be  prepared  for 
the  Centennial  National  Anniversary  in  1876.  Mr.  John  O.  Ramie,  of 
Trenton,  announced  a  new  history  of  New  Jersey  as  in  preparation  by 
himself.  Letters  from  Solomon  Alofseu  and  A.  Rcmscn  Thompson, 
Esqs.,  and  General  Theodore  Runyan  accompanied  donations  for  the 
library,  and  letters  from  Messrs.  G.  Mollison,  of  Bound  Brook,  and  W. 
S.  Johnson,  of  Trenton,  referred  to  genealogical  enquiries.  A.  D. 
Schanck,  of  United  States  Army  in  California,  furnished  an  interesting 
notice  of  the  Settlers  in  Ohio,  from  New  Jersey,  who  founded  what  is 
still  known  as  "  the  New  Jersey  Church,''  which  on  motion  of  Mr. 
WHITEHEAD  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications.  Letters 
from  the  Hous.  Henry  W.  Green  and  Joel  Parker.  Professor  Charles 
W.  Shields  and  J'.  Dixon,  Jr.,  Esq.,  expressed  their  regrets  at  not  being 
able  to  accept  invitations  to  favor  the  Society  with  papers,  and  the 
Hon.  John  T.  Nixon  consented  so  to  do.  Various  other  communications 
connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Society  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  Treasurer,  COL.  SWORDS,  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of 
$433.53.,  and  that  the  invested  funds  amounted  to  $1.608.42— the  real 
estate  cf  the  Society  being  estimated  as  worth  $10,000. 

The  Librarian,  MR.  CONGAH,  made  an  extended  report  of  the  dona- 
tions received  since  the  last  meeting,  and  submitted  some  of  the  rare 
volumes  for  examination.  The  report  in  full  will  be  found  on  a  subse- 
quent page. 

HON.  WM.  B.  KINNEY  from  the  Executive  Committee  presented  the 
following  Report : 

"  The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  do  not  find  any  matters 
referring  to  its  management  calling  for  any  special  report  from  them  at 
this  meeting,  the  reports  from  specific  committees  and  officers  liaving 
placed  the  Society  in  possession  of  all  necessary  details. 

It  only  remains  for  them  to  bring  formally  to  the  notice  of  the  mem 
bers  the  fact,  with  which  each  one  must  have  become  already  acquainted 
much  to  his  regret,  that  the  Society  is  again  without  a  head,  by  the 
death,  on  the  21st  November  last,  of  its  highly  esteemed  President 
John  Rutherfurd. 
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In  accordance  with  the  precedent  established  on  the  occurrence  of 
the  death  of  previous  Presidents,  the  following  announcement  was 
made  by  the  Committee  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd's  decease  : 

"  NEW   JERSEY   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

"  The  painful  duty  again  devolves  upon  the  undersigned  of  announc- 
ing to  the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  that  death  has 
deprived  them  of  their  President.  To  the  names  of  Joseph  C.  Horn- 
blower,  James  Parker  and  Richard  S.  Field,  who  in  rotation  honorably 
occupied  the  position,  has  now  to  be  added  the  name  of  John  Ruther- 
furd.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  this  city  this  morning,  Nov.  21st, 
after  a  painful  illness  of  several  weeks  duration  in  the  62d  year  of 
his  age. 

"  Having  an  ancestry  closely  identified  with  the  soil  and  history  of 
New  Jersey  from  an  early  period,  Mr.  Rutherfurd  naturally  associated 
himself  with  those  desirous  of  perpetuating  a  knowledge  of  whatever, 
in  the  past  or  the  present,  might  be  found  tributary  to  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  State.  His  connection  with  the  Society,  consequently, 
dates  back  to  the  iirst  year  of  its  organization,  and  during  the  twenty- 
six  years  that  have  intervened,  he  was  ever  found  among  its  most 
faithful,  efficient  and  liberal  members,  always  ready  to  contribute  to  its 
advancement  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  In  1865  he  was  made  one 
of  the  Vice  Presidents,  and  in  January  last  was  elected  President  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Field. 

"  He  has  gone  from  us  universally  respected  and  esteemed,  while  yet  in 
all  the  vigor  of  life,  and  occupying  an  extensive  field  of  usefulness  ;  and 
not  only  ourselves,  but  many  others  associated  with  him  in  other  public 
institutions  and  public  works  calculated  to  advance  the  material  interests 
of  the  State  and  the  prosperity  of  its  people,  have  to  lament  the  loss  in 
him  of  the  Christian  gentleman,  the  able  counsellor  and  the  generous 
friend  :  while  the  State  at  large  will  miss  his  influence,  both  by  ex- 
ample and  precept,  in  all  things  becoming  the  good  citizen. 

"  S.  H.  PENNINGTON,  Ch'n  Exec.  Com. 
"  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Cor.  Secretary. 

NEWARK,  November  21, 1871." 

Occasion  will  be  afforded  during  this  sitting  of  the  Society  for  the 
adoption  of  such  further  evidences  of  respect  for  our  deceased  friend  as 
may  be  thought  advisable." 

MR.  WHITEHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported  that, 
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A  favorable  arrangement  had  been  made  with  Messrs.  M.  R.  Dennis  & 
Co.,  of  Newark,  for  the  publication  of  Judge  Elmer's  New  Jersey 
Reminiscences,  and  the  work  would  soon  be  issued  as  the  Seventh 
Volume  of  the  Society's  "  Collections."  It  would  be  a  valuable  and 
highly  interesting  addition  to  the  historical  and  biographical  literature 
of  the  State.  By  the  arrangement  made  with  the  publishers  the  volume 
would  be  obtainable,  by  members,  as  well  as  others,  only  through  them. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  with  those  of  the 
present  meeting,  would  soon  be  issued,  constituting  the  concluding 
number  of  Volume  12.  "  It  is  believed,"  says  the  report,  "  that  this  is 
the  only  Historical  Society  in  the  Union  whose  proceedings  from  its 
organization  are  preserved  in  print  in  a  permanent  form.  The  minor 
papers  and  communications  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Society,  and  are  given  in  these  volumes  of  '  Proceedings, 
are  frequently  as  valuable  as  those  which  our  kindred  associations  print 
in  their  more  imposing  '  Collections.'  " 

The  Committee  had  been  requested  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society 
to  secure  a  Memoir  of  the  late  Judge  Burnet,  of  Texas — a  Jerseyman  by 
birth — to  be  read  before  the  Society,  but  had  not  yet  succeeded  in 
obtaining  the  desired  paper. 

In  conclusion  the  Committee  respectfully  urged  upon  the  members 
generally  the  propriety  of  securing  copies  of  the  Society's  publications 
while  they  may  be  had.  The  first  volume  of  the  "  Collections"  having 
been  out  of  print  for  some  years,  being  now  obtainable  only  at  casual 
sales  of  rare  works,  and  at  a  very  high  price,  and  as  the  editions  of  the 
"  Proceedings"  were  small,  some  of  the  volumes  of  these  were  nearly 
exhausted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  they  had  been  encour- 
aged in  their  exertions  to  make  it  more  and  more  attractive  to  the 
public  generally,  as  well  as  to  historical  enquirers.  To  the  latter,  its 
treasures  are  known  and  valued ;  but  the  entire  absence  of  any- 
thing specially  demonstrative  in  regard  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Society, 
has  rendered  it  less  known  generally,  even  to  the  citizens  of  Newark, 
than  its  size  and  character  should  have  made  it.  It  was  gratifying  con- 
sequently to  find  that  it  it  becoming  more  appreciated  and  more  gen- 
erally recognized  as  the  proper  depository  for  articles  which  are  not 
strictly  illustrative  of  our  history,  but  which,  from  their  rarity  or  in- 
trinsic value,  contribute  to  the  interest  of  the  casual  visitor.  The  Com- 
mittee referred  particularly  to  valuable  donations  received  from  Solomon 
Alofsen,  Esq.,  late  of  Jersey  City. 
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"  No  member  of  the  Society  ;)  said  the  Committ€e,  "  ever  contrib- 
uted more  liberally  of  his  means  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion and  the  collections  of  works,  illustrative  of  our  recent  civil  war, 
numbering  as  bound  (several,  in  many  instances,  being  bound  together) 
about  two  hundred  volumes,  -will  be  his  enduring  testimonial  among 
us.  During  the  last  summer,  Mr.  Alofsen  made  a  short  visit  to  this 
country  prior  to  his  taking  up  his  permanent  abode  again  in  Holland, 
his  native  land,  and  on  his  departure  added  several  volumes  to  the  col- 
lection of  works  referred  to,  and  enriched  the  library  by  several  other 
evidences  of  his  regard." 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  the  REV.  Dn.  HAMILI,,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  returned  to  Solomon  Alofsen, 
Esq.,  for  his  liberal  donations  so  frequently  bestowed,  and  that  he  be  assured 
that  he  carries  with  him  on  returning  to  his  native  land,  our  cordial  wishes  for 
his  health  and  happiness. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  who  had  been  previously  proposed, 
were  elected  members,  and  new  nominations  received.  The  following 
Standing  Committees  for  the  year  were  appointed  by  the  Chair : 

Committee  on  Publications—  William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H.  Pen- 
nington,  M.D  ,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N.  Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P. 
Jackson,  Edward  Sealy,  the  Treasurer,  and  the  officers  residing  in 
Newark. 

Committee  on  Finance— Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Win.  B.  Mott,  L.  Spencer 
Goble,  John  C.  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  Rev.  Robert  B.  Camp- 
field,  David  Naar. 

Committee  on  Statistics— ~S.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Sam- 
uel Hamill,  D.D.,  E.  M.  Shreve  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Campfield,  General  Stryker  and  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Dayton, 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  officers. 

Colonel  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS  then  read  a  Memoir  of  the  late  President 
of  the  Society,  Mr.  John  Rutherfurd,  which  commanded  the  earnest 
attention  of  the  Society  for  its  interesting  and  truthful  delineation  of 
his  life  and  character.  On  its  conclusion,  MR.  AVHITEHEAD  remarked 
that  after  listening  to  such  a  sketch  of  their  late  friend  and  associate, 
to  the  correctness  of  which  all  who  knew  him  could  testify,  it  seemed 
unnecessary  to  ofler  any  resolutions  expressive  of  the  Society's  regret  at 
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his  loss,  he  would  therefore  move  that  the  memoir  just  read  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publications  for  insertion  in  the  printed  proceed- 
ings as  indicative  of  the  Society's  appreciation  of  his  worth.  This 
motion,  after  some  remarks  by  Rev.  Dr.  Campfield,  one  of  Mr.  Ruther- 
furd's  class-mates,  and  Gov. '  Parker,  was  adopted.* 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  submitted  the  follow- 
ing list : 

OFFICERS  FOR   1872. 

President — RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.D.,  of  Bound  Brook. 

rice  Presidents— 1st,  HENRY  W.  GREEN,  LL.D.,  of  Trenton  ;  2d, 
SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville  ;  3rd,  WM.  B.  KINNEY,  of 
Newark. 

Corresponilmg  Secretary — WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  of  Newark. 

according  Secretary — DAVID  A.  HAYES,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.D.,  of  Newark  ;  N. 
Norris  Halsted,  of  Kearney ;  John  Hall,  D,D.,  of  Trenton ;  John 
Clement,  of  Haddonfield  ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton  ;  Peter  S. 
Duryee,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of  Yardville ;  Theodore  F. 
Randolph,  of  Morristown  ;  Hugh  H.  Bowne,  of  Railway. 

These  officers  were  on  motion  unanimously  elected,  and  the  REV.  DR. 
RODGERS,  took  the  chair  as  President,  thanking  the  members  for  the 
honor  conferred,  pledging  his  cordial  co-operation  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  Society,  with  which  he  had  been  associated  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  and  on  reassembling  at  3 
P.M.,  the  room  proving  too  small  for  the  assemblage,  the  hall  of  the 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  adjoining,  was  thrown  open  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  meeting. 

DR.  COLEMAN,  in  behalf  oi  Mr.  John  A.  Wright,  the  telegraph 
operator  at  Trenton  in  1858,  presented  the  first  dispatch  received  by  the 
Atlantic  cable  on  the  16th  of  August  of  that  year,  having  been  pre- 
served by  him  on  silk  as  recorded  by  a  House  instrument  at  Trenton. 

Communications  were  read  from  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  and  Miss  Sarah 
Smith  Stafford,  of  Trenton,  relative  to  the  origin  of  .the  stars  and 

*The  Memoir  will  be  found  on  subsequent  pages. 
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stripes  of  our  National  flag  ;  and  to  the  flag  borne  by  John  Paul  Jones 
on  board  of  "  Le  Bon  Homine  Richard"  in  his  engagement  with  the 
Serapis,  which  has  been  preserved  in  Miss  Stafford's  family. 

COL.  SWOKDS,  then  called  up  the  alteration  in  Article  VII  of  the 
Constitution,  proposed  by  him  at  the  last  meeting,  making  the  fee  for 
initiation  five  dollars,  instead  of  "  three  dollars,"  and  life  membership 
twenty  fine  dollars,  instead  of  "  twenty  dollars,"  and  moved  its  adop- 
tion. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  W.  S.  Johnson  and  C.  C.  Haven, 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Hamill,  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  unabated  interest  for  nearly  an  hour, 
to  a  paper  read  by  the  HON.  JOHN  T.  NIXON,  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court,  on  "  The  circumstances  attending  the  election  of 
William  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey,  as  Speaker  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Con- 
gress." This  exposition  of  a  most  interesting  and  important  event  in 
the  annals  of  Congress,  by  one  conversant  with  all  the  circumstances, 
was  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  it. 

On  motion  of  REV.  DR.  HAMILL,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
returned  to  Judge  Nixon  for  his  valuable,  interesting  and  instructive 
paper,  and  a  copy  solicited  for  publication  in  the  proceedings — with 
which  request  Judge  Nixon  has  complied. 

After  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade  fur  their 
hospitality,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  May  next. 
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JANUARY   18,  1872. 

Frederick  Adams,  Newark. 
Leonard  L.  F.  Appleby,  Spottswood. 
Cliarles  C.  Bolles,  Newark. 
Halsted  C.  Burnet,  Newark. 
James  B.  Burnet,  M.D.,  Newark. 
Edward  N.  Crane,   Newark. 
Jonathan  T.  Crane,  D.D.,  Newark. 
Frederick  A.  Demott,  Morristown. 
Wm.  Foster  Dodge,  Newark. 
H.  W.  H.  Fitz  Gerald,  Elisabeth. 
James  R.  Gilrnore,  Newark. 
George  W.  Hubbell,  Newark. 
Rev.  Frank  A.  Johnson,  Lodi. 
Isaac  Kilburn,  Newark.  • 

Samuel  Klotz,  Newark. 
William  B.  Lefevre,  Uiirdtown. 
James  C.  Ludlow,  Newark. 
Samuel  Meeker,  Newark. 
J.  G.  Pierson,  Pater  son. 
John  B.  J.  Robison,  Newark. 
Anson  G.  P.  Segur,  Dover. 
Daniel  O.  Scott,  Newark. 
Rev.  John  Ward,  Bloomfield. 
John  P.  Wakeman,  Newark. 
Adolphus  P.  Young,  Newark. 

FOR   HONORARY  MEMBERS. 

Teunis  G.  Bergen,  Say  Itidge,  Kings  (70.,  N.  Y. 
Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  D.D.,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  18.  1872. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  —  Massachusetts  Historical 
Collections,  Vols.  IX  and  X,  fourth  series,  Vol.  I,  fifth  series. 

From  the  Georgia  Historical  Society  —  Constitution,  By-Laws,  and  List 
of  Members  of  the  Society,  1871. 

Wilde's  Summer  Rose,  or  the  Lament  of  the  Captive.  An  account 
of  the  origin,  mystery,  and  explanation  of  Hon.  H.  B.  Wilde's 
Plagiarism  ;  by  Anthony  Barclay,  Esq.  Published  by  the  Georgia 
Historical  Society. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society  —  Proceedings   of  the   Society, 

Vol.  XII,  No,  86,  Jan.  to  July,  1871. 
From  the  New  England  Historic  and    Genealogical  Society  —  Register  and 

Antiquarian  Journal,  Vol.  XXV,  Nos.  3  and  4,  Vol.  XXVI,  No.  1. 
From  the  Essex  Institute  —  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XI,  part  11. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution  —  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Know- 
ledge, Vol.  XVII. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  —Charter,  Constitution,  and  By- 
Laws  of  the  Society,  with  Amendments. 

First  Special  Report  of  the  Chicago  Relief  and  Aid  Society. 

13th  Annual  Report  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Chicago,  1870. 

loth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Chicago  Re- 
form-School. 

From  the  New  England  Society  of  Orange  —  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
the  Society. 

From  the  U.  S.  Quarter-  Master  General—  The  Roll  of  Honor,  Vol.  XXVI. 
From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  —  Commissioners'  1st   Annual  Report  of 

the  Board  of  Public  Charities  of  the  State,  1870. 
From  the  State  of  New  York—  53rd  Annual   Report  of  Trustees  of  the 

State  Library. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society—  The  Annals  of  Iowa,  Oct.,  1871. 
From  the  Historical  Society  of  Delaware—  Catalogue   of  the  Society  with 

its  History,  Constitution  and  By-LawJ,  and  List  of  Members. 
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From  tJie  several  Authors— An  Historical  Survey  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Caldwell,  N.  J.  By  Rev.  C.  T.  Berry,  1871. 

Bibliography  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  By  Sauiucl 
A.  Green,  M.D. 

75th  Annual  Report  of  the  Boston  Dispensary,  the  By-Laws,  Act  of 
Incorporation,  &c.  By  Samuel  A.  Green,  Superintendent. 

The  Story  of  a  Famous  Book.  An  account  of  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin's  Autobiography.  By  S.  A.  Green,  M.  D, 

The  Pennington  Family.  By  Capt.  A.  C.  M.  Pcnniugton,  2d  Arty. 
U.  S.  Army,  Brevet  Col.  U.  S.  Army,  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  U,  S.  Volun- 
teers. Genealogical. 

Report  in  relation  to  the  Claims  of  the  Heirs  at  Law  of  Samuel 
Collins,  deceased,  of  Gloucester  Co.,  N.  J.,  to  any  unsettled  Estate  in 
England,  &c. 

Myles  Standish,  with  an  account  of  the  Exercises  of  Consecration 
of  the  Monument  Ground  on  Captain's  Hill,  Duxbury,  Aug.  17th, 
1871.  Prepared  by  Stephen  M.  Allen,  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Memorial 
Association. 

From  Rev.  Jona  F.  Stearns,  D.D. — The  New  York  Daily  Times  from 
1851  to  1865  inclusive,  to  the  end  of  the  War. 

From  Robert  Clarke— Pioneer  Biography.  Sketches  of  the  Lives  of  some 
of  the  Early  Settlers  of  Butler  Co.,  Ohio.  By  James  McBride. 
Vol.  2. 

Ohio  Valley  Historical  Series  Miscellanies.  1.  A  Tour  in  the 
Kentucky  and  Indiana  Territory  in  1805.  By  Josiah  Espy.  2.  Two 
Western  Campaigns  in  the  War  of  1812.  By  Samuel  Williams.  3 
The  Leatherwood  God.  By  R.  H.  Taneyhill. 

Gen.  James  A.  Garfield's  Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of 
George  H.  Thomas,  delivered  before  the  Society  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Nov.  23d,  1870  ;  at  4th  Re-union.  By  Palmer's  Oration. 

Tne  Social  Problem.  Scest  thou  this  Woman  ?  A  Discourse  by 
Rev.  A.  E.  Taylor. 

The  Black  Arts  in  Medicine.     By  John  D.  Jackson,  M.D. 

The  Great  Pyramid  of  Gizeh.  The  Plan  and  object  of  its  Con- 
struction. 

The  Rights  of  Property  of  Married  Women  under  the  Laws  of 
Kentucky.  By  H.  Marshall  Bedford. 

Chloroform  Deaths.    Twelve  Unpublished  Cases.    Comparison  be- 
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tween  Chloroform  and  other  Anesthetics.     Means  of  Resuscitation. 
By  W.  W.  Dawson,  Surgeon  to  Cincinnati  Hospital. 

The  German  University  and  the  American  College.  An  Essay  by 
Charles  Phelps  Taft. 

Kansas,  her  Resources  and  Developments,  or  the  Kansas  Pilot — 
giving  a  direct  road  to  Homes  for  Every  Body.  By  Wayne  Griswold, 
M.D.,  1871. 

History  of  the  Exposition  of  Textile  Fabrics  held  in  Cincinnati 
Aug.,  1869.  By  Sidney  D.  Maxwell. 

Proceedings  of  the  Lexington  R.  Road  Convention,  and  speech  of 
Hon.  John  C.  Breckenridge,  Oct.  10, 1870. 

The  Bible  in  Schools.     Supreme  Court  of  Ohio,  Dec.  term,  1870. 

Ohio  Southern  Boundary  Line  The  Treasurer  of  Hamilton  Co. 
vs.  The  Covington  and  Cincinnati  Bridge  Co. 

From.  George  Pearce—Tlne  Scottish  Register ;  or  General  View  of  History, 
Politics,  and  Literature  for  April,  May  and  June,  1794,  with  Miscel- 
laneous Papers. 

The  New  Annual  Register,  or  General  Repository  of  History, 
Politics,  and  Literature  for  1782,  1792,  and  1793. 

The  Gentleman's,  The  London,  and  the  Universal  Magazine,  Mis- 
cellaneous numbers,  1732-40. 

The  Gentleman's  Magazine  and  Historical  Chronicle,  Vol.  XXII  for 
1752,  and  Vol.  LVH  for  1792. 

The  European  Magazine  and  London  Review,  Vol.  29  and  30,  for 
1796,  and  33  and  34  for  1798. 

The  Lady's  Miscellany,  or  the  Weekly  Visitor,  Vol  13  and  14. 

Gliddon's  Ancient  Egypt,  The  Bible  in  Spain,  and  Dickens  Ameri- 
can Notes,  in  the  New  World  Extra. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  from  March  20,  1817,  to  April  30, 
1818,  2  Vols.,  bound. 

From  A,  Remsen  Thompson— History  of  the  First  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  1789-93. 

Potter's  Grecian  Antiquities.     2  Vols. 
The  Churchman's  Calendar,  1868. 
Mohan  Lai's  Life  of  Dost  Mohamed  Kahn.     2  Vols. 
Fergusen's  History  of  the  Roman  Republic. 
The  Fundamental  Words  of  the  Greek  Language.     By  F.  Valpy. 
Eirerarcha,  or  of  the  offices  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
Washington's  Farewell  Address.     Edition  1813. 
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Constitutions  of  the  Several  States  of  the  Union,  before  the  Re- 
bellion. 

Code  of  Procedure  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  amended  July 
10th,  1851. 

Knight's  Cyclopaedia  of  the  Industry  of  all  Nations.     1851. 

Manual  of  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1851-1857, 
1860,  '62,  '64,  and  '66.  Eleven  vols. 

Aristotle's  Ethics  and  Politics.     2  vols. 

From  Daniel  0.  Scott — The  General  History  of  the  Turks,  together  with 
the  Lives  and  Conquests  of  the  Ottoman  Kings  and  Emperors.  By 
Richard  Knolles.  London  1868.  5th  Edition. 

A  Collection  of  Almanacs,  1694  to  1817,  1821  to  1823. 

Six  Maps.  Connecticut,  the  Middle  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Delaware,  and  Kentucky. 

A  Tribute  to  the  Swinish  Multitude,  a  choice  collection  of  Patriotic 
Songs.  Collected  by  R.  Thomson,  1795. 

The  Whole  Truth,  or  The  Essex  Junto  Exposed.  A  political 
pamphlet  of  1808.  By  Hancock. 

Independence  Sermon,  July  4th,  1814.    By  Daniel  A.  Clark. 

The  Englishman's  Right.  A  Dialogue  on  the  Antiquity,  the  Ex- 
cellence, the  Office  and  Just  Privileges  of  Juries.  By  Sir  John 
Hawes,  Kt,  London,  1771. 

A  Narrative  of  the  Suppression,  by  Col.  Burr,  of  the  History  of 
the  Administration  of  John  Adams.  By  John  Wood.  To  which  is 
added  a  Biography  of  Tho.  Jefferson,  and  of  Gen.  Hamilton,  with 
strictures  on  the  conduct,  of  John  Adams,  and  on  the  character  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Pinckney,  extracted  from  the  suppressed  History.  By  a 
Citizen  of  New  York,  1802. 

An  Impartial  History  of  the  Present  War  in  America ;  containing 
an  Account  of  its  Rise  and  Progress,  the  Political  Springs  thereof, 
with  its  various  Successes  and  Disappointments  on  Both  Sides.  By 
Rev.  James  Murray,  of  Newcastle.  3  vols  in  2. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.D.—Ufe  and  Character  of  Rev.  D.  Howe 
Allen,  D-D.  A  Memorial  Sermon  by  Rev.  Henry  Smith,  D.D. 

Inaugural  Discourses  of  Prof.  Morrisjand  Nelson,  on  32nd  Anni- 
versary of  Lane  Theological  Seminary,  with  a  brief  Sketch  of  the 
Institution. 

Historical  Sketch  relating  to  the  Original  Boundaries  and  Early 
Times  of  Franklin  County,  by  Jos.  Sullivant,  Esq.,  1871. 
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Historical  Outlines  of  the  Presbyterian   Church   of  Missouri     By 
Rev.  Timothy  Hill,  1871. 

From  Win.  Foster  Dodge — South  Carolina  Executive  Documents.  No.  1, 
Correspondence  with  the  Collector.  No.  2.  Correspondence  and 
other  Papers  relating  to  Fort  Sumter  ;  including  correspondence  of 
Isaac  W.  Hayne  with  the  President.  No.  3,  The  Governor's  Message 
and  Correspondence  with  the  Commissioners  from  Virginia. 

From  Win.  R.  Janeicay,  Junr. — The  History  of  the  First  New  Jersey 
Cavalry  (16th  Keg.  New  Jersey  vols.)  By  Henry  R.  Payne,  Chaplain. 

From  Ret.  Charles  Ray  Palmer — Report  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Statistics 
of  Labor.  Massachusetts,  1870-1871.  2  vols. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green — The  Civil  Record  of  Maj.  Gen.  Winneld 
S.  Hancock  during  his  administration  in  Louisiana  and  Texas. 

36th  Annual  Report  of  the  Industrial  Aid  Society  for  the  prevention 
of  Pauperism.     Boston,  Established  1835,  Incorp.  1871. 
Catalogue  of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton,  Mass..  1871. 
From  John  (J.  Suffern — A  Roster  of  General,  Field,   and  Line   Officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army. 

From  lion.  R.  if.  McCormick — Resources  of  Arizona  Territory  with  .a 
description  of  the  Indian  Tribes  ;  Ancient  Ruins,  Chief  Cochirt, 
Chief  Antonio,  Stage  and  Wagon  Roads.  Trade  and  Commerce,  1871. 
From  Col.  R.  S.  Swords — The  Resources  of  Missouri  and  the  natural 
Adaptation  of  Saint  Louis  to  Irofl  Manufactures.  By  Sylvester 
Waterhouse. 

Saint  Louis  the  Future  Great  City  of  the  World.     By  L.  U.  Reavis. 
Third  Edition. 

16th  Annual  Report   of  the   Board   of  Directors  of  the  St   Louib 
Public  Schools,  1870. 

Report  of  the   Newark    Joint  Committee    of  the    Chicago   Relief 
Fund,  in  aid  of  the  Sufferers  in  the  City  of  Chicago. 

From  the  Librarian  of  Yale — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  in 
Yale  College,  with  a  statement  of  the  course  of  Instruction  in  the 
various  Departments,  1871-72. 

From  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq. — The  Rebellion  Record.  Edited  by  Frank 
Moore.  Tenth  and  Eleventh  Vols. 

.  The  Jersey  City  Times  from   Sept.  14th,   1864   to   Aug.  17tb,  1867. 
Vols.  1,  2,  and  3. 

A  Pair  of  Globes.    Celestial  and  Terrestrial.    Published  under  the 
4 
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Superintendence  of  the   Society  for  the  Diffusion  of  Useful   Know- 
ledge, 1850. 

Three  Busts.     Wm.  Shakspeare,  Walter  Scott,  Benjamin  Franklin. 
A  Halbert  used  in  the   War  for  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States.,    By  Col.  George  Hawes,  of  Wrenthani,  Mass. 

From  J.  U.  Landell — Proceedings  of  the  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry,  as  to 
the  Collision  between  the  Oneida  and  Bombay,  held  at  her  B.  M. 's 
Consulate,  Yokohama,  Japan.  Official.  Printed  at  the  Jap.  Gazette 
Office,  1870. 

Blunt's  American  Coast  Pilot.  17th  Edition.  A  Spear  from  Mad- 
agascar, and  Bowie  Knife  from  Fort  Donelson. 

From  Thomas  Steicartwn—A.  Mortgage  for  $350,  Feb.  2, 176^.  Samuel 
Kimble  to  Edward  Cathrall,  with  autographs  of  Samuel  Allinson, 
Samuel  Shaw,  and  Richard  Smith,  Clerk  of  Burlington  County. 

from  Rev.  Charles  Ray  Palmer — Report  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Statistics 
of  Labor.  Massachusetts,  1870  1871.  2  vols. 

From  Joel  Jfunsett — 21st  and  22d  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Albany  Penitentiary  with  accompanying  Documents. 

Manual  of  the  Albany  Institute  with  Papers  read  before  the  Institute 
.on  "  The  Velocity  of  the  Electric  Current  over  Telegraph  Wire,"  and 
';  Remarks  on  the  Galvanic  Battery."  By  G.  W.  Hough,  A.M.,  Di- 
rector of  the  Dudley  Observatory  ;  also  Dr.  G.  T.  Stevens,  on  "  Life 
as  a  Physical  Phenomenon." 

Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Dudley  Observatory  on  "  The  Total 
Eclipse,  August  7th,  1869. 

A  Plea  for  the  Endowment  of  St.  Stephen's  College,  Amandale.  By 
Robert  B.  Fairbarn,  D.D.,  with  the  9th  Annual  Catalogue,  1870-71. 

Minutes  of  the  3d  and  4th  Annual  Sessions  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Synod  of  New  York  State.  Oct.,  1869-70. 

Secular  View  of  Religion  in  the  State  and  the  Bible  in  the  Public 
Schools.  By  E.  P.  Hurlbut,  formerly  a  Judge  of  Sup.  Court  of  New 
York. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Normal  School,  51st  term,  ending 
Jan.  26th,  1870. 

Minutes  of  the  74th  Anniversary  of  the  Rensselaerville  Association, 
Sept.  1870. 

An  Account  of  Annekc  Janse,  and  he.r  Family,  also  the  Will  of 
Anneke  Janse  in  Dutch  and  English, 
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From  Daniel  E.  Hervey—The  Story  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine.     How  they 

were  lost  to  Germany. 

A  Lecture  on  the  Principles  of  Money.     By  John  Wills, 

A    Piece  of   the   Vendome  Column,  Paris.     Collection  of   Coins, 

Autographs  and  Autograph  Letters. 

From  Dr.  G.  N.  Searing — New  York  Water  Works  Note  for  Two 
Shillings  current  money  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  payable  on 
demand  by  the  Mayor,  Alderman  and  Commonalty  of  the  City. 
Dated  25th  Aug.,  1774. 

From  Elihu  Mockridge — An  Ancient  Leather  Wallett,  Stamped  Joshua 
Boutin,  Boston,  1743. 

From  William  B.  Mott — A  Photograph  of  the  Old  Banking  House  of 
the  State  Bank  at  Newark.  Established  1812. 

From  the  Publishers — The  Historical  Magazine  Extra.  Vindication  of 
vol.  1  of  the  Collections  of  the  Vermont  Historical  Society,  from  the 
attacks  of  the  N.  Y.  Historical  Magazine,  by  Hon.  Hiland  Hall ;  with 
illustrative  Notes  and  a  letter  from  H.  B.  Dawson,  in  response  to  Gov. 
Hall.  r 

The  Weekly  State  Gazette.     Trenton,  N.  J. 

The  Golden  Age.     City  of  New  York. 

The  Warwick  Adventurer.     Orange  County,  New  York. 

The  New  Jersey  Courier.     Tom's  River. 

From  Wm.  Nelson.  Clark — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Free- 
holders of  the  County  of  Passaic  and  the  Report  of  the  County  Col- 
lector for  1870. 

From  Henry  W.  Duryee— Memorial  of  Sedan.  A  pifrce  of  the  Bread 
used  during  the  siege  ,  preserved  under  glass. 
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tiiras  from  Comspntee  an&  f  aprs. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY  18,  1872. 

LETTER  FROM  A.  D.  SCHENCK,   UNITED  STATES  ARMY. 

PRESIDIO  OP  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.,  Nov.  4th,  1871. 

SAMUEL   H.    CONGAR,   ESQ. 

DEAR  SIR  :—  In  looking  through  some  old  papers  of  my  Grandfather 
Du  Bois,  I  have  fouiid  some  notes  about  the  "  New  Jersey  Church  of 
Ohio,"  intended  for  Mr.  William  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  written  in  1848,*  to- 
gether with  many  notes  from  ray  Grandmother  for  the  then  (1863,) 
pastor,  who  was  preparing  a  history  of  the  Church  :  she  being  one  of 
the  oldest  living  members  at  the  time  and  possessed  of  a  remarkable 
memory. 

*****-•):  1<  * 

As  these  things  may  be  of  interest  to  you,  I  send  them  on. 
Remaining  very  respectfully, 

A.  D.  SCHENCK,  U.  S.  A. 


THE  NEW  JERSEY  CHURCH  OF  WARREN  COUNTY,  OHIO. 

Received  from  A.  D.  SCHENCK,  U.  S.  A. 


This  church  owes  its  parentage  to  several  churches  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  whence  its  original  members  all  came.  Hence  the  name 
of  New  Jersey  Congregation,  or  New  Jersey  Church,  which  was  pro 
posed  by  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois,  and  accepted.  About  the  year  1800, 
Arthur  Vanderveer,  of  Freehold,  N.  J.,  came  to  the  Miami  Valley  with 
two  others,  Wm.  F.  Buck  alow  and  "\Vm.  Francis,  on  a  tour  of  observa- 
tion, with  a  view  to  speculate  in  public  lands.  Having  entered  a 
large  tract  of  land  in  this  valley,  west  of  Franklin,  he  returned  to  New 

*See  Proceedings,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  133  for  what  was  received  then  from  Dr.  DnBois. 
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Jersey  after  his  family,  and  whilst  there,  it  is  supposed,  induced  his 
cousin  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  (who  was  a  member  of  the  Old  Dutch 
Presbyterian  Church,  near  Freehold)  to  come  out  and  look  at  the 
country,  with  a  view  to  settlement,  And  accordingly,  in  the  spring  of 
1805  he,  with  two  others,  Daniel  DuBois  and  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois 
(sons  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  DuBois  for  63  years  pastor  of  the  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  of  Freehold)  came  out  to  Ohio. 

Through  the  represention  and  influence  of  these  persons,  many  of 
their  relatives  and  friends  in  New  Jersey  were  within  a  few  years  in- 
duced to  settle  near  them.  Quite  a  company  of  Jerseymen  arriving  in 
June  1813,  after  a  journey  of  four  weeks,  most  of  them  settling  ^n  the 
"  Jersey  Settlement,"  but  many  of  them  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
in  and  near  Franklin,  among  the  former  were  the  families  of  Hendrick 
Lane,  George  Lane,  "Wm.  Schenck,  Sidney  Denise,  John  Denise,  John 
McKean,  Aukey  Wikoff,  Joseph  Vannote,  Peter  Post,  and  others,  most 
of  whom  came  from  Presbyterian  Churches  in  New  Jersey,  among  these 
the  Old  Dutch  Church  of  Freehold,  the  Bound  Brook  Church,  the 
Raritan  Church,  the  Sourland  and  Old  Tennent  Churches. 

On  the  14th  August,  1813,  most  of  These  settlers  were  assembled  at 
the  house  of  Wrn.  P.  Barkalow,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  nearly 
opposite  Franklin,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  church;  and  trans- 
acted the  following  business  : 

1st.  They  resolved  to  form  themselves  into  a  congregation  at  the 
suggestion  of  Mr.  Arthur  Vanderveer. 

3d.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  B.  DuBois  it  was  resolved  that  this 
congregation  be  known  as  the  New  Jersey  Church,  in  honor  of  the 
State  from  which  they  all  came,  and  should  be  under  the  care  and  di- 
rection of  the  Presbyterian  Church  within  the  bounds  of  Miami 
Presbytery. 

3d.  That  they  apply  to  said  Presbytery,  at  the  next  October  meeting, 
for  one  half  of  the  ministerial  services  of  the  Rev.  Francis  Monfort. 

4th.  That  Hendrick  Lane  and  Mr.  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  be  appointed 
to  represent  the  congregation  before  the  Presbytery  and  prefer  their 
petition. 

5th.  That  a  call  be  made  out  for  Mr.  Monfort,  and  be  presented  at 
the  next  spring  meeting  of  Presbytery. 

6th.  That  Mr.  Daniel  DuBois  and  Jonas  Bowman  be  sent  to  the  Rev. 
Daniel  Hayden  to  attend  the  congregational  meeting,  and  preside  in 
moderating  a  call. 
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7th.  In  consideration  of  the  pastoral  labors  of  Mr.  Monfort,  they 
promise  to  raise  him  $150,  in  half  yearly  payments,  and 

8th.  Proceeded  to  raise  that  sum  by  subscription,  headed  by  Hendrick 
Lane,  followed  by  George  Lune,  Tunis  D.  Vanderveer,  Daniel  DuBois, 
Dr.  B.  DuBois  and  others. 

The  commissioners  presented  their  call  on  the  6th  of  October,  1813, 
which  was  granted,  for  one  year.  But  besides  preaching,  they  must 
have  ordinances  ;  and  in  consideration,  as  the  record  shows,  "  of  their 
destitute  situation  with  respect  to  gospel  ordinances"  they  resolve  "  to 
present  a  call  for  Mr.  Moufort  at  the  next  spring  meeting  of  Miami 
Presbytery,"  and  therefore  the  committee  appointed  to  this  duty  waited 
on  Mr.  Hayden  to  secure  his  attendance  on  the  election  of  elders,  and 
to  moderate  a  call.  Accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1814,  he  was 
present  in  the  Jersey  Congregation,  at  the  House  of  Tunis  D.  Vander- 
veer, when  the  congregation  made  choice  of  Messrs.  Vanderveer  and 
Zebulon  Baird  as  ruling  elders.  The  next  day,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Hen- 
drick Lane,  Mr.  Baird  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  ruling  elder,  Mr. 
Vanderveer  being  absent  on  account  of  sickness. 

The  next  day,  4th  of  April,  the  congregation  again  met  at  Mr.  Van- 
derveer's,  and  a  call  was  prepapared  for  Mr.  Monfort,  moderated  by  Mr. 
Hayden,  and  accepted  by  unanimous  vote ;  Messrs.  Vanderveer  and 
Baird  being  appointed  to  sign  the  call.  And  Tuesday,  5th  April,  Mr. 
Hayden,  who  had  attended  these  meetings,  appeared  in  the  Presbytery  at 
Cincinnati,  and  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  Zebulon  Baird,  the  first  lay 
representative  from  this  church,  being  present  in  Presbytery,  also  took 
his  seat. 

June  14th,  1814,  the  Rev.  Presbytery  of  Miami  met  according  to  pre- 
vious appointment,  and  ordained  Mr.  Monfort  and  installed  him  pastor 
of  the  congregation  of  New  Jersey.  And  from  the  Presbyterial  records, 
we  learn  that  "  agreeable  to  appointment,  the  Presbytery  met  in  the 
New  Jersey  congregation,  at  the  house  of  Hendrick  Lane,  and  was 
opened  with  a  discourse  from  2  Tim.,  1,  y,  by  Mr.  Francis  Monfort,  a 
probationer  for  the  gospel  ministry,"  which  was  sustained  as  part  of  tlio 
trial. 

After  the  completion  of  the  examination^  "  Presbytery  then  attended 
to  the  ordination  of  Mr.  F.  Monfort.  Sermon  preached  by  Rev.  Daniel 
Hayden,  from  Jer.  III.,  15.  Mr.  Francis  Monfort  was  then  solemnly 
ordained  to  the  gospel  ministry,  the  Rev.  James  Welsh  presiding  and 
giving  the  charge,"  after  which  Mr.  Monfort  was  invited  to  take  his 
seat  as  a  member  of  Presbytery. 
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Up  to  this  time  the  church  had  no  memberships,  save  as  the  resolu- 
tions entered  into  on  the  proceeding  14th  of  August  constituted  a  mem- 
bership. The  elders  elected  had  been  elected  elders  pf  the  congregation  ; 
the  pastor  called  had  been  called  pastor  of  the  congregation  :  and  thus 
presented  the  anomaly  of  a  pastorate  and  an  eldership  without  a  formal 
membership.  Not  until  the  31st  of  July  had  the  church  actual  mem- 
bership,, beyond  the  pastor  and  elders ;  save  as  the  true  people  of  God 
became  the  membership  from  the  beginning,  immediately  upon  resolving 
themselves  into  a  congregation.  ''  On  the  3d  of  July,  1814,  Tunis  D. 
Vanderveer  was  ordained  ruling  elder  in  the  New  Jersey  Congregation 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Monfort."  The  first  received  members  were  Mrs. 
Jennet  Street,  Abraham  Street,  and  Sarah  their  daughter,  July  31st, 
1814  ;  the  first  by  certificate,  the  other  two,  probably,  by  examination. 
Also  the  wives  of  the  two  elders,  Mrs.  Rachael  Baird  and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Vanderveer,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  DuBois. 

September  8th,  1814,  being  "  fast  day  appointed  by  Government," 
and  also  observed  "  as  a  sacramental  fast  by  the  congregation,"  the 
session  met  previous  to  service  and  received,  by  certificate,  the  following 
persons  :  George  Lane,  Eleanor  Lane,  Hendrick  Lane,  Catherine  Lane, 
Margaret  Lane,  and  Cornelia  Ten  Eyck.  On  examination  :  Gilbert  Lane, 
Aukey  WikorT,  Anna  Sutlon,  Maria  Lane,  and  John  McKean  ;  and  the 
clay  after  were  added  by  certificate  :  Peter  Post  and  Sarah  Post ;  and 
on  examination:  Mary  Wikoffand  Mary  Denise.  Sep.  llth,  1814,  these 
twenty-two  met  for  the  first  time  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  at  the 
house  (or  rather  barn,  the  houses  of  those  days  being  too  small)  of  Heu- 
drick  Lane.  On  the  28th  of  the  same  month  a  request  was  made  for  an 
additional  fourth  of  Mr.  Monfort's  time,  which  was  granted,  the  re- 
maining fourth  being  appointed  to  be  spent  at  New  Lexington.  Ere 
this  year  expired,  an  addition  was  made  to  the  Session.  Michael 
Vantuyl,  who  had  just  been  received  as  an  elder  from  the  Bound  Bcook 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  together  with  George  Lane  and  Hendrick  Lane, 
were  elected  20th  December,  members  of  the  session. 

All  that  is  known  of  the  church  for  the  next  six  months  is  that  they 
met  together  frequently,  at  the  houses  or  barns  of  the  members.  The 
most  frequented  place  being  the  barn  of  Hendrick  Lane,  near  what  is 
now  known  as  Steveson's  Mill,  and  where  Mr.  Talmage  lives. 

Only  two  more  members  were  received  up  to  the  time  of  the  second 
communion,  18th  June,  1815.  Mrs.  Jane  Vanderveer,  and  Mrs.  Sophia 
^  Vantuyl.  Shortly  after  that  time,  the  pastor's  wife,  Mrs.  Sophia  Mon- 
fort, was  added  by  certificate. 
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About  this  time,  the  spring  of  1815,  the  erection  of  a  church  was 
begun,  but  very  little  is  known  as  to  this  work,  as  not  a  single  entry  has 
been  made  respecting  the  matter,  and  accurate  facts  have  passed  from 
the  memory  of  the  living. 

Three  sites  were  under  contemplation  :  one  on  Wui.  P.  Barkalon-'s 
farm,  opposite  Franklin,  another  on  the  farm  of  Heudrick  Lane,  and 
the  present  site,  consisting  of  two  acres  of  laud  donated  by  Daniel 
DuBois.  The  building  was  modeled  after  the  celebrated  Old  Tenucnt 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  and  became  known  far  and  near  as  the  finest 
building  in  the  country.  The  cost  was  not  considered,  but  each  one 
did  his  share.  Mr.  DuBois  furnishing  the  site,  Tunis  D.  Vauderveer 
the  frame  work,  George  Lane  the  weather-boarding,  Hendrick  Lane  the 
floor,  Michael  Vantuyl  sawed  the  materials,  John  McKean  built  the 
pulpit,  Dr.  DuBois  looked  after  the  glazier,  and  each  man  furnished  a 
bench  as  best  he  could,  and  afterward  the  seats  proper,  thus  continuing 
the  good  work  until  some  time  in  1816,  when  they  began  to  hold  service 
in  it. 

Meanwhile  they  had  held  two  communions,  at  the  second  of  which 
they  received  four  additional  members,  and  Sep.  19th,  1815,  had  asked 
for  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Monfort's  time,  which  was  granted.  At  the 
communion  of  22d  of  Sep.,  1816,  four  additions  were  made. 

During  the  following  year  seven  others  were  admitted  to  membership, 
among  whom  were  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois  and  Williamspy  his  wife,  (a 
daughter  of  Peter  Van  Dorn  and  Jane  Williamson  his  wife,  of  Freehold, 
N.  J.)  During  this  fall  and  winter  worship  could  only  be  held  part  of 
the  time,  as  no  arrangement  had  been  made  for  heating  the  church,  and 
resort  had  to  be  made  to  their  houses,  or  Mr.  Lane's  barn.  When  the  latter 
was  used,  heaps  of  charcoal  were  laid  in  front  of  the  pulpit,  but  which 
soon  u  smoked  the  worshipers  out."  At  communion  28th  Sept.,  1817. 
were  received  Win.  D.  Craig  and  Catherine  Shepherd.  January  21st, 
1818,  the  church  sustained  the  first  loss  of  eldership,  when  George  Lane 
suddenly  died  at  the  age  of  62.  In  May  two  additions  were  made,  and 
it  was  found  desirable  to  increase  the  Session.  Accordingly,  John 
McKean,  Peter  Conover  (a  brother-in-law  of  Daniel  and  B.  DuBois)  and 
Aukey  Wikoff  were  elected,  and  ordained  13th  Sept.  Mr.  Monfort'b 
pastorate  continued  until  4th  April,  1821.  Sept.  loth,  1820,  Peter 
Conover  died  aged  31  years. 

On  10th  Feb".,  1822,  the  Rev.  John  Ross  preached  for  the  first  time,  his 
call  buing  moderated  on  the  1st  of  April,  by  Rev.  Wm.  Gray,  and 
probably  presented  soon  after ;  but  Mr.  Ross  was  not  installed  until  Nov. 
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19tii,  1822,  his  pastorate  terminating  Oct.  6th,  1824,  when  for  three 
years  the  congregation  was  without  a  regular  pastor.  Oct.,  1826,  Rev. 
Adrian  Aten  was  appointed  to  supply  the  New  Jersey  Congregation  one 
third  of  his  time,  the  Franklin  Congregation  one  third,  and  the  other 
third  being  at  his  discretion,  which  arrangement  was  continued  for  one 
year.  17th  August,  1827,  John  McKean  died,  aged  59  years.  About 
this  time  the  Sabbath-School  was  established. 

Until  1830  the  church  had  been  under  the  Miami  Presbytery,  now 
however,  it  was,  by  act  of  the  Synod  transfered  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Oxford  Presbytery. 

On  30th  April,  1831,  Daniel  DuBois  and  Samuel  Maxwell  were  elected 
ruling  elders,  and  on  the  following  Sunday  ordained.  22d  Sept.,  1833, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Aten  preached  his  last  sermon. 

27th  Sept.,  1834,  Hencliick  Lane  died,  aged  74  years.  2d  Sept.,  1837 
Tunis  D.  Vanderveer  died,  aged  66  years.  1846,  Michael  Vantuyl,  Jr., 
was  elected  elder.  1851,  the  ladies  formed  a  Bible  Society.  1848, 
Michael  Vantuyl  and  Zebulon  Baird  died,  each  over  70  years  old.  1853 
died  Aukey  Wikoff. 

Oct.  8th,  1851,  Dr.  Benjamin  DuBois  died.  He  had  been  for  many 
years  after  his  arrival  in  1805  the  only  physician  in  the  settlement.  At 
the  age  of  18  years  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine,  read  3  years, 
attending  lectures  on  medicine  and  surgery  in  N.  Y..  Columbia  College, 
and  Hospital  in  N.  Y.  May,  1801,  ,  was  examined  by  Drs.  Scott  and 
Smith  of  New  Brunswick,  they  being  medical  examiners  in  the  state  of 
New  Jersey,  when  he  obtained  his  license,  signed  by  Judges  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick  and  Isaac  Smith,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey,  and  commenced  practice  in  1801,  continuing  to  practice  in  New 
Jersey  until  1805,  when  he  removed  to  Ohio  with  his  family,  having 
been  married  16th  Feb.,  1803,  to  Williamspy,  daughter  of  Peter  Van 
Dorn,  born  at  Freehold,  N.  J.,  3d  April,  1784,  and  died  at  the  residence 
of  her  only  daughter  Phebe  J.  Schenck,  near  Franklin,  O.,  13th  Feb., 
1866.  He  continued  to  practice  for  half  a  century.  One  of  his  first 
surgical  operations  »fter  coming  to  Ohio  was  performed  in  connection 
with  Dr.  John  Treon,  of  Miamisburgh,  Montgomery  Co.,  Ohio.  A  man 
had  one  of  his  limbs  so  crushed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree  that  amputa- 
tion was  absolutely  necessary,  but  as  yet  there  was  not  a  set  of  surgical 
instruments  to  be  had  far  or  near.  The  limb  must  come  off,  or  the  man 
must  die'.  A  butcher's  tools  were  called  into  requisition,  and  with  his 
knife  and  saw  the  limb  was  successfully  removed  ;  the  man  recovered, 
and  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  apparently  no  worse  from  the  use  of  such 
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instruments  than  if  those  of  finest  make  had  been  used.  A  few  years 
before  his -death,  Dr.  DuBois  was  called  to  see  a  patient  at  the  home  of 

Mr.  ,  when  he  took  dinner  with  the  family,  and  with  it,    a  dose   of 

poison,  intended  by  the  servant  for  the  special  benefit  of  the  family. 
His  presence  saved  the  lives  of  the  members  of  the  family,  but  he 
never  entirely  recovered  from  the  eifects  of  the  poison,  and  for  a  long 
time  insisted  that  his  life  would  be  shortened  by  it.  Yet  he  lived  to  see 
his  "  three  score  and  ten"  before  called  from  earth,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all  who  knew  him,  kind  and  generous  to  all,  and  a  good  and 
perfect  Christian. 

He  was  decended  from  Louis  DuBois,  a  French  Huguenot,  born  in 
Artois,  a  province  of  French  Flanders,  who  had  to  leave  his  country  for 
conscience  sake,  going  first  to  Holland,  and  thence  to  the  New  Nether' 
lands,  where  he  arrived  in  the  year  1660,  settling  at  Esopus.  Unflinch- 
ing in  what  he  considered  his  duty  to  his  God,  he  brought  up  his 
children  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  teaching  was  continued  from 
generation  to  generation.  His  son  Jacob  removed  to  Pitts  Grove, 
Salem  Co.,  New  Jersey,  and,  like  the  Doctor,  was  a  prime  mover  and 
incorporator  of  a  "  church  in  the  wilderness,"  and  one  of  the  Deacons 
of  the  Salem  Church  ;  his  son  Louis  following  his  pious  footsteps. 

Louis'  eighth  son,  Benjamin,  became  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  and  for 
63  years  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Freehold,  N.  J., 
where  his  son,  Dr.  Benjamin,  together  with  the  rest  of  his  children  were 
born,  and  brought  up,  like  their  ancestors  for  generations  betore  them, 
in  the  fear  of  God. 

In  1858  died  his  brother  Daniel  DuBois,  80  years  of  age.  Two  years 
before  his  death,  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  substitute  a  new  place  of 
worship,  but  it  met  with  no  favor  with  the  "  fathers"  of  the  church, 
who  were  too  much  attached  to  the  old  building. 

In  1863,  however,  most  of  these  old  patriarchs  having  gone  the  way 
of  all  flesh,  the  subject  was  again  brought  forward,  and  this  time  with 
eminent  success,  and  now  a  fine  brick  church  has  been  erected  on  the 
site  of  the  old  one,  at  a  cost  of  some  $20,000— where  the  present  gene- 
ration may  worship  with  more  comfort,  and  probably  less  piety  than 
their  ancestors  now  dead  and  gone. 
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LETTER  FROM  MR.  EDWARD  SALTER. 

WASHINGTON,  October  7th,  1871. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Esq., 

DEAR  SIR  : — Seeing  an  item  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers  referring 
to  New  Jersey  as  "a  foreign  State,"  I  thought  it 'opportune  to  give 
what  I  believe  to  be  the  origin  of  the  phrase.  About  thirty  years  ago 
I  left  Newark  and  went  to  Philadelphia,  where  I  resided  four  or  five 
years.  In  common  with  other  Jerseyinen,  I  was  frequently  called  a 
Spaniard  or  a  foreigner.  Some  of  the  old  merchants  of  the  city  who 
well  remembered  Joseph  Bonaparte,  and  circumstances  the  relating  to  his 
settlement  at  Bordentown,  gave  me  the  version  which  I  have  published  in 
the  National  Republican ;  as  some  of  them  were  among  those  who  first 
used  and  relished  applying  these  epithets  to  Jerseymen  I  am  convinced 
of  its  correctness.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  different  version  ? 
Yours  truly, 

EDWARD  SALTER. 


"  WHY   NEW    JERSEY   IS  CALLED   A   FOREIGN   COUNTRY." 

"  It  may  interest  many  to  know  what  gave  birth  to  such  jokes  at  the 
expense  of  New  Jersey  as  the  following,  which  we  find  in  an  exchange  : 

"  The  proposal  to  make  foreign  born  persons  eligible  for  the  Presi- 
dential chair,  we  understand,  is  advocated  with  the  view  that  the 
people  of  New  .Jersey  should  enjoy  the  privilege  according  to  the  native 
born." 

"  The  origin  of  the  allusions  to  New  Jersey  as  a  foreign  country  is  said 
to  be  as  follows  :  After  the  downfall  of  the  first  Napoleon,  his  brother 
Joseph,  who  had  been  king  of  Spain,  and  his  nephew,  Prince  Murat, 
son  of  the  King  of  Italy,  sought  refuge  in  this  country,  and  brought 
much  wealth  with  them.  Joseph  Bonaparte  wished  to  build  a  palatial 
residence  here,  but  did  not  desire  to  become  a  citizen,  as  he  hoped  to 
return  to  Europe.  To  enable  him  as  an  alien  to  hold  real  estate  required 
a  special  act  of  Legislature.  He  tiied  to  get  one  passed  for  his  benefit 
in  several  states,  but  failed.  He  was  much  chagrined,  especially  be- 
cause Pennsylvania  refused.  After  this  he  applied  to  the  New  Jersey 
Legislature,  which  body  granted  both  him  and  Murat  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  land.*  They  bought  a  tract  at  Bordentown,  and  built  mag- 
nificent dwellings,  and  fitted  them  up  in  the  most  costly  manner.  Rare 

*The  Act  was  passed  without  special  reference  to  them.     See  Proceedings, 
>  ol.  I.  second  series,  page  115.    ED. 
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paintings,  statuary,  &c.,  were  profuse  and  selected  with  care,  and  the 
grounds  laid  out  with  exquisite  taste. 

"  Joseph  Bonaparte's  residence  was  perhaps  the  finest  in  America 
Thousands  of  people  visited  it  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  were 
always  treated  courteously.  He  was  profuse  with  his  money,  and  gave 
a  great  impetus  to  business  in  the  little  town.  The  Philadelphia!!*, 
finding  that  he  had  apparently  no  end  of  money,  and  that  he  used  it  to 
benefit  business  generally,  regretted,  when  it  was  too  late,  that  they  had 
refused  to  let  him  locate  among  themselves ;  and,  to  make  up  for  their 
mortification,  would  always  taunt  Jerseymen  with  having  a  king — with 
importing  the  King  of  Spain  to  rule  over  them ;  they  were  called 
Spaniards  and  foreigners  on  this  account.  But  these  taunts  harmed  no 
one,  as  the  Jerseymen  lost  nothing  by  their  allowing  him  to  settle 
among  them;  and  the  term  '  foreigner,'  jokingly  applied  to  Jerseymen, 
has  come  down  to  us  long  after  its  origin  has  been  forgotten  except  by 
a  few  men  of  the  past  generation.  Many  years  ago,  during  the  reign  of 
Louis  Phillipe,  we  believe,  both  Bonaparte  and  Murat  found  they  could 
safely  return  to  Europe,  so  they  sold  out  and  returned." 


COMMUNICATION  FROM  MR.  C.  C.  HAVEN. 


I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to  make  in  connection  with  a  communica- 
tion handed  me  by  a  member  of  this  Society,  Miss  Sarah  Smith  Staf- 
ford, regarding  the  flag  of  our  country  used  by  Commodore  Barry,  in 
1776,  and  also  alluding  to  one  that  was  used  by  Captain  John  Paul 
Jones,  on  board  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  which  was  rescued  by  her 
gallant  father,  James  Bajard  Stafford,  and  hoisted  on  Board  the  Serapis 
after  she  was  captured  in  company  with  the  Countess  of  Scarborough, 
as  related  in  history.  I  present  for  your  perusal  Miss  Stafford's  state 
ments,  and  believe  I  can  attest  their  credibility,  as  I  have  seen  the  flag 
used  on  board  the  Alliance  by  Captain  Barry,  and  his  original  letter 
attesting  the  bravery  and  services  of  her  father  en  many  trying  occasions. 
She  has  many  interesting  relics  besides  this  flag  in  her  possession,  and 
as  a  chronicler  connected  with  some  of  the  most  distinguished  men 
and  brilliant  achievements  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  she  is  eminently 
entitled  to  our  respect  and  confidence.  Those  who  are  curious  to  read 
the  report  of  her  ancestral  celebrity  and  patriotic  achievements,  are  re- 
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ferred  to  its  publication  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society   in   January, 
1862. 

Much  conjecture  still  exists  in  relation  to  the  origin  and  insignia  of 
our  star-bearing  banner,  which  is  now  the  glorious  ensign  of  the  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  a  free  people.  As  a  subject  of  pride  arid 
interest  in  our  country's  annals,  its  illustration  in  history  is  of  impor- 
tance. A  new  treatise  upon  its  origin  and  emblematic  devices,  con- 
nected with  records,  songs  and  anecdotes  concerning  it,  is  now  being 
prepared  by  Captain  G.  Henry  Preble,  an  officer  in  the  U.  S.  Service, 
at  Charlestowu,  Mass.,  and  I  have  been  requested  to  give  him  what  in 
formation  I  possess,  regarding  the  flags  used  and  preserved  in  New  Jersey. 
As  my  first  duty  is  to  refer  the  subject  to  your  consideration,  I  do  so, 
with  the  following  reflections. 

You  will  notice  that  the  flags  alluded  to  in  Miss  Stafford's  paper  were 
used  by  Jones  and  Barry,  before  Congress  issued  the  ordinances  and 
laws  respecting  it.  From  some  reports  lately  in  circulation  here,  the 
first  time  that  enactment  of  the  Continental  Congress  was  observed, 
was  by  Gen.  Washington,  in  the  critical  and  hurried  stand  he  made,  to 
repulse  Cornwallis  at  Assunpink  Bridge,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1777. 
Now  at  this  conflict,  which  was  the  turning  point  in  connection  with 
what  succeeded  at  Princeton,  of  the  struggle  for  our  Nation's  indepen- 
dence, and  the  glorious  consequences  <vhich  have  since  followed,  does 
not  that  remarkable  baptism,  with  the  regenerated  hope  and  confidence 
there  restored,  seem  providendial  ?  Freedom's  vital  spark  was  there  re- 
kindled, and  our  o-.vn  country  and  the  civilized  world  are  now  illumi- 
nated with  its  beams. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  honored  emblems  of  the  flag  of  our  Union, 
and  who  suggested  them,  much  has  been  conjectured  and  more  may 
still  be,  without  arriving  at  the  exact  truth.  My  own  opinion  is  in 
favor  of  the  supposition  that,  in  some  way,  the  devices  on  the  family 
arms  of  Washington  were  known  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  and 
out  of  respect  to  the  commander-in-chief,  the  stars  and  stripes  were 
used  by  some  few  patriotic  individuals,  whilst  some  of  the  states  had 
other  emblems  used  in  their  service.  But  eventually  the  United  States, 
by  an  enactment  of  Congress,  sanctioned  their  general's  adoption, 
adding  to  the  number  of  stars  as  new  states  might  be  admitted.  But 
whence  the  original  emblems  on  the  shield  of  the  Washington  family 
name,  how  they  were  derived,  and  what  they  designated,  are  question- 
able problems. 

They   were  probably  of  Roman  origin.     Virgil    speaks  of  "  return- 
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ing  to  the  stars,"  (redire  .ad  ostrct)  implying  a  Home  of  Peace  and 
Happiness,  and  we  know  the  Romans  worshipped  the  stars  which  bore 
the  names  of  their  gods. 

They  also  used  scourges  producing  stripes  on  the  bodies  of  those 
they  punished  or  terrified,  to  extort  corfession  from. 

From  these  symbolic  antecedents,  then,  we  may  (I  do  not  say  we 
did)  derive  the  design  of  our  star-bearing  banner,  the  heaven  sent 
ensign  of  our  "  Union,  freedom,  and  independence,"  with  the  stripes 
to  be  used  in  their  defence  as  a  scourge  to  our  enemies  and'  a  terror  to 
evil-doers,  and  may  God  long  allow  it,  with  increasing  glory,  "  to 
wave  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  home  of  the  brave  ;"  not  for  its 
spangles  or  tasseled  drapery,  but  for  the  glorious  free  principles  it  up- 
holds, and  the  rights  of  popular  sovereignty,  peace,  good  order,  and 
independence  which  it  protects.  As  the  palladium  of  the  Union  let  it 
be  the  shield  of  each  and  all  the  states,  and  while  each  has  its  own 
Coat  of  Arms  to  be  rightfully  cherished,  let  all  rally  round  the  flag, 
with  every  State  a  fixed  star.  E  Pluribus  Unum. 

C.  C.  HAVEN. 


THE  FLAG  OF  THE  "BON  HOMME  RICHARD." 

FROM  MISS  SARAH  SMITH  STAFFORD. 

The  ladies  of  the  u  Old  Swedes  Church,"  of  Philadelphia,  met  to- 
gether, and  assisted  by  John  Brown,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  United 
States  Marine  Committee,  formed  the  flag  that  was  used  on  board  the 
"  Bon  Homnie  Richard,"  in  the  naval  engagement  with  the  British  Ships 
of  War,  the  "  Serapis  "  and  "  Countess  of  Scarborough,"  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1779. 

The  presentation  of  the  Flag  was  made  to  Captain  John  Paul  Jones, 
by  Misses  Mary  and  Sarah  Austin,*  of  Philadelphia,  in  behalf  of  the 
patriotic  ladies  of  the  city. 

When  the  "  Bon  Homme  Richard  "  was  sinking,  in  the  naval  combat 
with  the  "  Serapis,"  that  flag  was  rescued,  and  Captain  Jones  went  on 
board  the  American  Ship  of  War  Alliance  with  it,  and  it  was  used 
on  said  ship  until  the  war  ceased. 

'•  The  ship  that  James  B.  Stafford  was  attached  to,  was  captured  by  a 
British  Man-of-War,  and  re-captured  by  Captain  John  Paul  Jones,  of 
the  "Bon  Homme  Richard,"  just  before  the  encounter  with  the 

*  Commodore  Barry  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Burns,  his 
second  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  Austin,  one  of  the  ladies  herein  mentioned. 
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"  Serapis "  and  "  Scarborough,"  so  in  the  space  of  ten  days  he  was 
twice  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  volunteered  iu  its  service,  where  he  re- 
ceived, in  defending  and  securing  the  flag,  a  severe  sabre  cut  on  the  left 
shoulder,  which  from  unskillful  treatment  re-opened  after  a  time,  dis- 
abling both  his  arms,  and  occasioning  him  great  suffering  for  years."* 

At  the  close  of  the  War,  the  frigate  Alliance  was  sold  to  Robert 
Morris,  the  great  American  financier,  and  the  vessel  was  re-fitted  for  a 
merchantman  for  the  East  India  trade. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Marine  Committee,  wrote  to  Lieut. 
James  Bayard  Stafford.  "  that  the  Marine  Committee  with  the  advice  of 
"  Commodore  John  Barry  had  decided  that  they  would  present,  to  him 
"the  "Flag,"  a  "Tower  Musquet,"  and  the  "Medicine  Chest,"  on  ac- 
"  count  of  his  risqueing  his  life,  by  nailing  up  the  flag  on  board  of  the 
"  "  Bon  Homme  Richard,"  when  it  had  been  cut  down  by  a  British 
"  officer  when  the  ships  were  lashed  together,"  and  by  so  doing,  had 
his  shoulder  blade  cut  in  two. 

Those  precious  relics  have  been  and  are  still  retained  iu  the  family  of 
Lieutenant  James  Bayard  Stafford,  The  "  Flag,"  the  "  Musquet  "  and 
the  *'  Medicine  Chest,"  are  now  in  my  possession,  and  have  been  exhib- 
ited to  C.  C.  Haven,  Esq.,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  and  many  others  of  my 
friends  for  years  past.  The  "  Flag  "  is  much  injured,  but  still  it  shows 
thirteen  strips  and  twelve  stars,  the  number  of  States  then  confederated, 
,the  Musquet  has  the  word  "Tower"  engraven  thereon,  with  a  crown, 
and  the  letters  G.  R.  (for  George  Rex.)  The  Musquet  weighs  ten 
pounds  and  a  half. 

SARAH  SMITH  STAFFORD, 

Only  daughter  of  Lieut.  James  B.  Stafford. 

***  In  «  subsequent  communication  Miss  STAFFORD  gives  the  following 

extracts  from  the  Life  of  John  Paul  Jones,  confirmatory  of  the  facts 

stated  in  the  foregoing  paper. 

WASHINGTON  CITY,  January  17th0  1872. 
C.  C.  HAVEN,  Esq., 

SIR; — According  to  promise,  I  have  looked  over  the  life  of  Captain 
J.  P.  Jones. 

The  engagement  took  place  on  the  23d  of  September,  1779— the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  engaged  the  Serapis—"  both  ships  (the 
Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis)  were  set  on  tire,  the  scene  was  dread- 
ful beyond  description." 

*  Sec  report  of  Congress,  36th  Congress,  1st  Session 
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•"  Three  of  my  under  officers  were  timid,  and  the  gunner  run  aft  to 
strike  the  colors,  when  fortunately  for  me,  a  cannon  ball  had  struck  the 
flag  staff"  and  carried  it  away,"  (here  I  presume  was  the  time  when  J.  B. 
Stafford  nailed  it  up,  and  in  so  doing  was  cut  on  the  shoulder  by  a 
British  officer,  which  prostrated  him,)  '•  the  ships  were  lashed  together," 
and  Jones  writes,  if  the  Serapis  had  not  been  made  fast  to  the  Bon 
Honime  Richard,  she  would  have  escaped.  When  the  latter  ship  was 
sinking,  Jones  and  his  crew  escaped  to  the  Serapis,  and  he  had  com- 
mand of  her  from  the  time  the  Richard  sunk,  until  she  was 
remasted  and  fitted  for  sea,  at  the  Texel. 

I  obseive  that  one  of  the  Flags  Captain  Jones  had,  had  no  stars  nor 
blue  field,  it  consisted  of  thirteen  stripes  with  a  rattlesnake  in  a  run- 
ning position,  somewhat  similar  to  the  flag  of  Virginia,  that  was  used 
by  that  State  during  our  revolutionary  struggle. 


FROM  JAMES  B.  COLEMAN.  M.D. 

The  enclosed  telegram  was  received  August  16th,  1858.  in  Trenton 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  by  John  H.  Wright.  Esq..  on  a 
House  Telegraph  Machine.  This  important  message  is  the  first  that 
ever  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Mr.  Wright  was  notified  that  the  despatch 
would  be  sent.  He  substituted  the  silk  strip  in  the  place  of  the  ordi- 
nary paper,  wishing  to  preserve  the  first  message  in  the  most  lasting 
form.  It  came  and  this  is  the  result.  Communication  soon  ceased  by 
the  first  cable,  and  some  years  passed  before  another  line  was  laid  across 
the  Atlantic,  and  telegraphing  this  great  distance  through  the  ocean 
became  perfectly  established. 

Mr.  Wright  is  one  of  the  oldest  operators  in  the  country,  having  been 
twenty -two  years  in  the  service,  and  now  the  Active  Agent  at  Trenton, 
of  the  Pacific  and  Atlantic  Telegraph  Company.  In  his  behalf,  and  in 
his  name,  I  present  this  reminder  of  the  past,  and  the  evidence  of  the 
progress  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  in  our  day,  to  the  New  Jersey  His  - 
torical  Society  for  their  benefit  and  safe  keeping. 

JAMES  B.  COLEMAN. 
TRENTON,  N.  J..  Jan.  18th,  1872. 

The  message  is  printed  on  pink  silk,  and  reads  as  follows  ; 
6 
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"  LONDON,  IN  THE  YEAR  OF  OUR  LOUD  ONE  THOUSAND  EIGHT  HUN- 
DRED AND  FIFTY  EIGHT.  VALENTIA  VIA  TRINITY  BAY.  TO  THE  PRE- 
SIDENT OK  THE  UNITED  STATES,  WASHINGTON.  THE  QUEEN  DESIRES  TO 
CONGRATULATE  THE  PRESIDENT  UPON  THE  SUCCESSFUL  COMPLETION  OF 
THE  GREAT  INTERNATIONAL  WORK  IN  WHICH  THE  QUEEN  HAS  TAKEN 
THE  DEEPEST  INTEREST.  THE  QUEEN  IS  CONVINCED  THAT  THE  PRESI- 
DENT WILL  JOIN  WITH  HER  IN  FERVENTLY  HOPING  THAT  THE  ELECTRIC 
CABLE  WHICH  NOW  CONNECTS  GREAT  BRITAIN  WITH  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  WILL  PBOVE  AN  ADDITIONAL  LINE  BETWEEN  THE  NATIONS 
WHOSE  FRIENDSHIP  'IS  FOUNDED  UPON  THEIR  COMMON  INTEREST  AND 
RECIPROCAL  ESTEEM.  THE  QUEEN  HAS  MUCH  PLEASURE  IN  THUS  COM- 
MUNICATING WITH  THE  PRESIDENT,  AND  RENEWING  TO  HIM  HER  WISHES 
FOR  THE  PROSPERITY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  VICTORIA,  QUEEN  OF 
GREAT  BRITAIN." 


••    -,:>T\f.    8>7 


MEMOIR  OF  THE  LIFE  AND  CHARACTER 

OF 

JOHN    RUTHERFURD 

LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

BY  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS. 


One  year  ago  we  met  in  this  place  to  elect  a  President  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  in  the  room  of  one  whom  death  had  taken 
from  us  after  holding  the  office  but  little  more  than  one  year.  To-day 
we  meet  again  to  mourn  together  over  the  loss  of  him  whom  we  then 
elected,  and  to  put  another  in  his  place.  Does  there  not  seem  to  be 
some  strange  fatality  attending  us  ? 

At  the  January  meeting  in  1809,  we  elected  Judge  Richard  S.  Field 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Society,  in  place  of  Mr.  James  Parker,  who 
having  filled  the  position  for  three  years,  had  been  removed  by  death, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three  years,  dropping  as  it  were  like  ripe  fruit  into 
mother  earth ;  and  in  January  1871,  we  assembled  here  to  listen  to  Mr. 
A.  Q.  Keasbey,  as  with  scholarly  ability  he  rehearsed  to  us  the  distin- 
guished public  services  of  Judge  Field,  and  in  glowing  words  portrayed 
his  character  and  eulogized  his  many  merits.  But  one  brief  year  has 
slipped  by,  and  we  have  to  mourn  the  death  of  Mr,  John  Rutherfurd, 
whom  we  then  placed  in  the  vacant  chair.  God  grant  that  his  succes- 
sor may  be  long  spared  to  preside  at  our  deliberations. 

In  following  our  accustomed  precedent,  the  duty  and  privilege  has 
oeen  accorded  to  me  of  gathering  together  a  few  facts  concerning  the 
life  and  character  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd,  to  preserve  among  the 
archives  of  our  Society,  as  a  memorial  of  its  fourth  President.  Had  I 
to  speak  of  one  whose  life  had  been  spent  in  the  public  service,  and  to 
recount  eminent  services  either  in  the  field,  in  the  legislative  halls,  on 
the  bench,  or  in  other  official  positions,  I  should  in  all  gladness  have 
yielded  to  a  more  practiced  pen,  but  as  the  subject  of  this  notice  was 
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essentially  a  private  gentleman,  the  task  of  writing  a  memoir  of  the 
deceased  is  a  comparatively  easy  one.  It  is  none  the  less  grateful  as 
being  the  tribute  of  a  long  and  sincere  friendship. 

John  Rutherfurd  came  of  good  old  stock,  of  honorable  lineage,  and 
was,  as  were  his  ancestors  before  him,  a  thorough  Jerseyman. 

He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Walter  and  Sabina  Morris  Rutherfurd,  and 
was  born  on  the  21st  day  of  July,  1810,  at  the  residence  of  his  mater- 
nal Grandfather,  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisania,  Westchester  County, 
New  York.  His  paternal  Grandfather,  after  whom  he  was  named,  was 
John  Rutherfurd,  a  country  gentleman  and  large  landed  proprietor, 
living  on  his  estate  at  Edgerton,  on  the  Passaic  river,  now  known  as 
Rutherfurd  Park.  He  married  the  sister  of  Lewis  Morris,  the  grand- 
father on  the  mother's  side,  thus  making  a  double  tie  of  consanguinity 
in  the  immediate  ancestors  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd.  He  was  also  well- 
known  throughout  the  State  as  a  man  of  public  spirit.  I  find  his  name 
as  a  U.  S.  Senator  in  the  Senate  Journal  of  the  First  Session  of  the 
third  Congress,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  in  1793.  HLs  only  son  was 
Robert  Walter,  the  father  of  our  John  Rutherfurd,  which  will  account 
for  his  early  life  being  spent  in  the  house  of  his  grandfather.  A  further 
knowledge  of  the  family  on  the  paternal  side  dates  back  to  the  great- 
grandfather, who  was  a  British  officer  of  the  rank  of  Colonel,  in  the  old 
French  war ;  and  letters  are  still  extant  in  the  family,  describing  his 
sufferings  in  the  campaign  on  Lake  Ontario  and  in  Canada.  In  one  of 
these  he  congratulates  himself  that  he  is  faring  better  than  his  brother 
officers,  as  his  Indian  servant  had  cooked  him  a  savory  dish  of  Rattle- 
snake's meat.  He  married  a  sister  of  Lord  Stirling,  and  the  daughter  of 
James  Alexander,  who  filled  so  large  a  share  in  the  Colonial  History  of 
both  New  Jersey  and  New  York. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  on  the  mother's  side  was  Col. 
Lewis  Morris,  a  son  of  Lewis  Morris,  the  signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  This  maternal  grandfather  was  the  oldest  of  six  sons, 
most  of  whom,  excepting  the  youngest,  joined  the  Continental  Army  on 
reaching  the  age  of  sixteen  ;  the  youngest  fearing  the  war  would  close 
before  he  was  of  that  age,  joined  when  only  fifteen.  When  the 
British  forces  entered  New  York,  the  officers  took  possession  of  Mr. 
Morns'  country  place,  the  family  hastily  escaping  with  their  servants, 
horses  and  what  furniture  they  could  gather  up,  in  a  flat  boat  across  the 
Hudson  to  Weehawken,  and  to  Round  Valley,  Hunterdon  County, 
where  with  two  or  three  other  families,  (among  them  the  ancestors  ol 
the  late  Edward  Stevens,  of  Hoboken,)  they  remained  until  the  close 
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of  the  war ;  a  watch  being  constantly  kept  to  warn  the  family  in  case 
mauraucling  parties  from  the  enemy  should  threaten  their  houses.  Thus 
while  this  sturdy  patriot  was  contending  against  the  enemy  with  voice 
and  pen  in  the  Continental  Congress,  he  sends  his  six  sons  into  the  field 
as  soon  as  they  can  shoulder  a  musket — his  family  meantime,  seeking 
refuge  in  a  secluded  valley  among  the  Jersey  hills. 

Thus  too,  we  see  that  Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  bom  into  him  hereditary 
principles  of  patriotism  and  devotion  of  self  to  the  good  of  his  country. 
The  sentiment  of  that  day  (unhappily,  alas  !  almost  extinct)  that  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  man,  as  far  as  his  means  will  permit,  to  do  somewhat 
towards  developing  the  material  resources  of  his  State  and  country,  was 
largely  Mr.  Rutherfurd's  by  inheritance.  It  seems  to  have  been  instilled 
into  him  both  by  precept  and  traditionary  example,  and  to  have  charac- 
terized him  all  his  life.  He  did  not  seek  for  office  or  a  sphere  in  which 
he  might  win  the  plaudits  of  men,  for  this  kind  of  ambition  formed  no 
element  in  his  character,  but  the  retirement  rather,  of  private  life,  in 
which  he  could  devote  himselt  and  his  means  to  the  originating  and 
promoting  the  internal  improvements  of  his  State. 

Of  the  early  life  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  a  very  few  words  will  give  the 
history.  He  went  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years  to  live  with  his 
grandfather,  John  Rutherfurd,  on  the  Passaic  river,  whose  place  called 
Edgerton,  was  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  about  seven  miles 
above  Newark,  and  as  we  have  before  stated,  was  the  property  which 
is  now  known  as  Rntherfnrd  Park.  The  old  mansion  existed  until  quite 
recently,  when  it  was  altered  and  enlarged  for  a  hotel,  and  recently 
destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  in  its  day  the  scene  for  the  dispensation  of 
elegant  hospitality,  and  as  such  continued  down  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Rutherfurd's  mother,  who  was  living  on  the  place  at  the  time  of  her 
death ;  soon  after  which  the  property  was  sold  and  passed  out  of  the 
family.  There  are  yet  many  old  neighbors  and  former  residents  on  the 
river  who  cherish  very  delightful  recollections  of  this  old  mansion,  and 
the  pleasant  and  joyous  times  they  have  had  within  its  hospitable  walls. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  as  a  child,  seems  to  have  given  token  of  some  preco- 
city of  intellect.  An  extract  from  an  old  diary  still  extant  in  the  family, 
will  serve  to  illustrate  the  fact,  as  well  as  to  give  a  small  glimpse  into 
the  character  of  domestic  life  and  education  in  rural  districts  half  a 
century  ago. 

"July  21,  1817— John  Rutherfurd,  Jr.,  is  seven  years  old  to-day,  and 
has  commenced  reading  History  with  the  Bible. 
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"July  24— Read  an  extract  of  Egyptian  and  Persian  history,  with 
some  extracts  in  3d  volume  of  Rollins'  "  Belles  Lettres." 

A  little  further  we  find  this  entry,  "  Reading  Goldsmith's  Abridged 
History  of  Greece,  and  an  Abridgement  of  Alexander's  Life  and  Con- 
quests from  "  Flowers  of  History" — We  began  Goldsmith's  Rome,  the 
number  of  the  different  states  rendering  Grecian  History  rather  compli- 
cated for  a  child  of  seven  years  of  age." 

How  many  children  of  that  age  at  the  present  day  can  read  at  all,  or 
in  reading  are  beyond  the  primer  ?  In  after  life  Mr.  Rutherfurd  was 
often  wont  to  talk  about  these  readings,  and  of  his  childish  delight  as 
seated  on  his  Grandfather's  knee  in  the  evening  twilight,  he  rehearsed 
him  the  stones  he  had  read  in  the  morning. 

At  nine  years  of  age  he  was  sent  to  school,  at  the  Newark  Academy 
then  kept  by  Andrew  Smith,  a  very  respectable  old  Scotchman,  and 
probably  because  the  distance  was  too  far  for  the  young  boy  to  go  to 
and  fro  each  day,  he  was  placed  at  board  with  the  family  of  his  teacher, 
who  lived  across  the  Passaic,  in  what  is  now  known  as  East  Newark,  on 
the  Turnpike  Road  near  to  the  crossing  of  the  Morris  and  Essex  Rail- 
road, from  which  place  he,  in  company  with  four  other  boys,  walked  in 
daily  to  the  Academy,  which  then  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present  Post- 
office — a  good  mile  in  distance.  From  this  school  he  was  sent  to  the 
celebrated  school  of  Dr.  Brownlee,  at  Baskinridge,  to  be  fitted  for 
College. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  been  educated  at  Nassau  Hall,  and 
was  a  gentleman  of  very  elegant  accomplishments.  It  was  intended 
that  John  should  also  go  to  Princeton  and  be  educated  by  the  same 
venerable  Alma  Mater  of  his  father  ;  but  here  we  have  an  early  instance 
of  his  strongly  marked  character,  and  decision  of  purpose  as  impressed 
by  nature  herself  : — One  day  he  went  to  Princeton  to  pay  a  visit  to  an 
old  schoolmate  then  in  college,  and  living  as  the  custom  at  the  time 
was  in  "  Commons" — but  the  boy,  accustomed  from  his  infancy  to  the 
observance  of  all  the  nice  proprieties  of  refined  life,  took  such  a  disgust 
at  the  scenes  he  witnessed  among  the  youths  at  dinner,  that  he  at  once 
lesolved  lie  would  look  elsewhere  for  an  education.  Accordingly,  and 
without  consulting  any  one,  he  went  to  New  Brunswick  and 
applied  for  admission  in  Rutger's  College.  After  enduring  the  ordeal 
ot  an  examination  for  two  mortal  hours,  in  a  close  room,  by  the  Dutch 
Dominees  who  had  charge  of  the  Curriculum  of  that  College,  each  one 
with  his  traditional  long  clay  pipe  in  mouth,  emitting  volumes  of 
tobacco  smoke  until  the  room  was  filled  and  they  almost  lost  to  sight, 
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the  boy  was  pronounced  fit,  and  escaping  from  the  room  in  a  half 
stifled  condition,  he  became  a  member  of  the  Sophomore  Class  at  the 
early  age  of  fifteen  years.  In  connection  with  this  anecdote  of  tobacco 
smoke,  we  would  add  that  Mr.  Rutherford  never  got  over  his  disgust  for 
the  habit,  and  was  keenly  sensitive  to  its  annoyance  to  the  day  of  his 
death.  His  intimate  friends  well  know  how  great  a  trial  it  was  to 
his  courtesy  and  kind  consideration  for  others,  to  endure  the 
smoking  of  tobacco  at  dinners  and  other  social  occasions  where  he 
never  would  complain,  but  unselfishly  sacrifice  his  own  comfort  to  the 
pleasure  of  others. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  graduated,  and  soon  after  entered  the  law 
office  of  Mr.  Elias  Van  Arsdale,  in  the  city  of  Newark.  After  being 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  practising  law  for  two  years,  he  abandoned  his 
profession  to  assist  his  Grandfather  in  the  care  and  management  of  his 
large  landed  estate.  This  was  a  training  for  him  in  a  sphere  which 
brought  him  in  contact  with  many  men  of  many  minds,  and  gave  him 
an  experience  that  few  men  of  his  age  possessed.  Mr.  Rutherfurd  con- 
tinued to  live  at  Edgerton  until  the  death  of  his  grandparents,  after 
which  his  too  aunts,  Misses  Mary  and  Louisa  Rutherfurd,  built  an  ele- 
gant residence  on  the  same  bank  of  the  Passaic,  about  two  miles  distant 
from  Newark,  which  the  refinement  and  taste  of  these  ladies  rendered 
conspicuous  for  all  that  is  attractive  in  rural  life.  They  removed  here 
and  Mr.  Rutherfurd  took  up  his  residence  with  them  ;  this  place  was 
known  as  "  Eastridge,"  and  though  much  smaller  than  the  old  mansion, 
worthily  sustained  its  succession  for  refinement,  elegance  and  generous 
hospitality.  At  this  house  Mr.  Rutherfurd  commenced  his  married  life, 
but  as  he  was  but  a  private  citizen,  and  his  domestic  life  belongs  only 
to  his  family,  I  forbear  to  intrude  into  its  sanctuary.  I  will  say,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  while  living  here  that  the  writer  of  this  sketch  first 
knew  him,  now  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  past,  and  with  his  neigh- 
bors learned  to  appreciate  and  to  love  him. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  possessed  remarkable  executive  ability.  He  had  a 
far  sighted  vision  as  to  the  future  of  the  State,  and  the  success  of  the 
enterprises  set  on  foot  to  develop  its  interests  and  its  resources.  His 
great  self-control,  his  tact  in  management  of  all  enibarassing  questions, 
his  whole  souled  generosity,  his  entire  abnegation  of  self,  and  slowness 
to  suspect  anything  wrong  in  the  motives  of  others,  caused  him  to  be 
almost  worshipped  among  his  tenantry,  and  there  was  probably  no  one 
in  the  entire  county  of  Sussex  who  had  equal  popularity  with  John 
Rutherfurd.  Among  his  neighbors  and  friends  on  the  Passaic  he  had 
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that  hold  upon  their  affections  and  respect,  that  when  one  spoke  of  him 
they  were  wont  to  say  "  John  Rutherfurd  !  he  is  one  of  nature's 
noblemen." 

One  of  the  favorite  projects  of  Mr.  Rutherford  was  the  uniting  of  the 
waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Hudson,  by  a  continuous  route  of  Rail- 
way ;  this  led  him  to  originate  the  AVarwick  Railroad,  which  was  com- 
menced on  the  line  of  the  Erie  Road  at  Chester,  and  continued  to 
the  state  line,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 

lie  was  also  largely  interested  in  the  construction  of  the  Pequest 
Valley  Railroad,  and  was  a  Director  and  zealous  worker  in  the  Midland 
Railroad  ;  his  counsels  and  energetic  action  in  this  corporation  will  be 
sadly  missed. 

He  was  President  of  the  Tuckertown  Railroad  in  Ocean  County, 
where  with  other  members  of  his  family  he  was  very  largely  interested 
in  the  Pine  barrens,  which  are  now  giving  place  to  cultivated  lands,  ful- 
filling and  realizing  the  scripture  prophecy — "  the  Desert  shall  blossom 
as  the  Rose.'' 

He  was  also  the  President  of  the  Council  of  Proprietors  for  the 
Eastern  Division  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  an  hereditary  proprietor  in 
this  Board,  and  had  been  its  presiding  officer  for  many  years  :  his  in- 
fluence in  this  body  was  so  great,  and  the  confidence  in  his  inflexible 
uprightness  and  sound  judgment  so  general,  that  he  never  failed  by  ex- 
pressing his  opinion  to  control  the  action  of  the  board,  no  matter  how 
divided  the  sentiment  might  be. 

He  was  also  the  President  of  the  New  Jersey  Coal  Company,  in  which 
enterprise  he  felt  a  most  decided  interest,  his  faith  in  it  being  so  great 
that  he  believed  that  from  the  value  of  their  lands,  and  superior  quality 
of  coal,  the  company  could  not  fail  to  become  a  very  wealthy  corpo- 
ration. ,..  ,-  > 

He  was  also  a  Director  in  the  Sussex  Railroad,  in  which  county  was 
his  home,  at  the  town  of  Vernon — his  residence  being  known  as  Maple 
Grange.  It  was  here  that  he  exercised  his  political  franchise  of  voting. 
Beyond  these  official  positions  he  had  several  others,  such  as  a  Director 
in  the  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society,  and  in  several  financial 
Institutions.  Last  nor  least  he  was  the  honored  head  of  our  own  Society, 
in  the  prosperity  of  which,  and  in  the  promotion  of  its  objects,  he  felt 
a  deep  interest,  and  to  its  funds  was  chief  in  liberal  contributions. 
Many  of  the  priceless  manuscripts,  documents,  and  literary  curiosities 
contained  in  our  Library,  are  the  gifts  of  Mr.  Rutherfurd  and  his  family, 
and  there  is  enough  to-day  in  that  Library  to  keep  his  name  ever  fresh 
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in  grateful  remembrance.     He  was  elected   a  Member  of  the   Society 
November  6th,  1845,  and  a  Vice-President  January  19th,  1865. 

It  will  from  all  this  be  readily  understood  that  he  was  no  idle  man  ; 
his  versatile  talents  enabled  him  to  devote  himself  with  fidelity  to  every 
duty  he  assumed.  His  memory  was  tenacious  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree, and  he  was  wont  to  depend  upon  it  to  an  extent  that  hardly 
another  man  would  have  felt  safe  in  doing.  He  never  forgot  a  business 
engagement  or  failed  to  keep  an  appointment  —in  such  matters  he  was 
the  promptest  of  the  prompt.  There  was  probably  no  man  in  the  state 
whose  time  was  more  entirely  engrossed,  and  yet  we  have  the  note- 
worthy fact  to  record  that  he  never  brought  his  business  affairs  into  his 
family.  When  he  was  at  home  he  gave  himself  to  his  family,  and  to 
the  true  enjoyment  of  an  emphatic  Happy  Home. 

.  In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men  he  was  not  only  scrupulously 
just,  but  generous  to  a  degree  which  would  justify  the  expression  "Empty 
of  Self."  No  friend  ever  appealed  to  him  for  sympathy  or  aid  in  vain. 
He  was  as  well  versed  in  what  is  called  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  in 
a  thorough  understanding  of  human  nature  as  any  man — he  had  mingled 
too  long  and  too  much  in  the  world  for  this  to  be  otherwise,  and  yet  he 
was  so  free  from  guile  in  himself,  that  he  was  very  slow  to  suspect  the 
motives  of  others.  If  in  friendly  offices,  or  beneficiary  acts  for  others 
he  discovered  ingratitude,  bad  faith,  or  deception  in  return,  he  found 
consolation  in  the  approval  of  his  own  motives  and  the  good  he  had 
done.  No  man  could  be  more  simple  and  unaffected  in  manner,  and 
yet  so  careful  was  he  of  wounding  the  feelings  of  others,  that  in  most 
cases  where  he  had  the  right  to  be  severe,  he  preferred  silence  to  speak- 
ing out  what  he  felt  within  him. 

It  is  an  old  maxim  "  de  mortuis  nil  nisi  bonum,"  there  are  some  who 
would  read  "  verum"  for  "  bonum,"  but  in  eulogising  the  character  of 
Mr.  Rutherfurd  the  maxim  may  be  complied  with  to  the  letter  in  cither 
form  of  the  phrase,  for  there  is  nothing  but  good  to  be  told. 

In  writing  this  Memoir,  as  the  subject  is  the  life  and  character  of  a 
most  estimable  and  worthy  private  gentleman,  and  the  good  citizen  in 
all  his  relations  ;  and  as  this  sketch  is  intended  for  his  many  friends 
rather  than  for  the  public  eye,  I  cannot  follow  him  into  the  sanctuary 
of  his  domestic  life  without  a  breach  of  privilege. 

I  am  conscious  that  what  I  have  done  is  but  feeble  and  imperfect,  but 
I  feel  equally  sure  that  those  who  knew  him  best,  will  bear  witness  that 
any  words  of  eulogy  contained  in  this  paper  have  not  exaggerated,  but 
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have,  if  anything,  fallen  short  of  what  might  in  justice   and  truth  be 
written. 

Mr.  Rutherford's  last  sickness  was  sndden  and  severe.  He  came  from 
Newport  early  in  the  fall  suffering  from  an  attack  of  Malarious  Fever, 
complicated  with  the  beginning  of  the  painful  malady  which  was  to 
end  his  days.  He  remained  a  few  days  at  his  city  residence  in  Newark 
to  recuperate  and  be  under  the  advice  of  his  physician.  As  soon  as  he 
felt  able  he  returned  to  his  country  home  in  Sussex,  and  in  the  pure  air 
he  there  breathed  he  improved  slightly  and  was  enabled  to  ride  about 
the  countiy.  Being  advised  to  return  to  Newark,  where  he  could  re- 
ceive more  attention  and  higher  medical  skill,  he  started  on  his  return, 
and  on  the  night  of  his  first  day's  journey  was  taken  alarmingly  ill  at 
the  house  of  a  friend.  After  reaching  Newark  his  malady  soon  assumed 
the  most  serious  and  alarming  form  —  day  by  day  his  sufferings  grew 
more  intense  —  his  naturally  powerful  frame  and  strength  of  constitution 
enabled  him  to  endure  what  any  other  man  of  less  strength  would  have 
succumbed  to  at  once  —  what  his  sufferings  were  no  mortal  tongue  can 
tell  —  of  his  heroic  and  patient  endurance  his  faithful  physicians  and 
the  loving  ones  that  ministered  to  him  can  abundantly  testify  —  the 
struggle  between  nature  and  disease  was  most  formidable  and  obstinate 
but  at  last  the  strong  man  had  to  yield,  nature  worn  out  and  exhausted 
gave  way,  and  on  the  21st  day  of  November,  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  Mr.  Rutherfurd  breathed  his  last,  conscious  to  the  extremest 
moment,  and  was  "  gathered  unto  his  fathers,  having  the  testimony  of 
a  good  conscience  ;  in  the  commuaion  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  the 
confidence  of  a  certain  faith,  in  the  comfort  of  a  reasonable,  religious, 
and  holy  hope  ;  in  favor  (as  we  devoutly  believe)  with  his  God,  and  in 
perfect  charity  with  the  world."* 

His  funeral  took  place  from  Trinity  Church,  Newark  ;  the  large 
assemblage  present,  and  the  manifestations  of  genuine  grief  giving 
evidence  that  it  was  no  ordinary  occasion. 

He  was  buried  in  the  yard  of  Christ  Church,  Belleville,  where  are 
interred  the  remains  of  his  father  and  mother,  his  aunts  the  Misses 
Rutherfurd,  and  one  of  his  own  children  ;  in  this  church  he  had  grown 
up  and  became  a  communicant,  and  was  for  many  years  a  vestryman. 
and  frequently  represented  the  parish  in  the  Diocesan  Conventions  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  the  State. 


*Office  for  "  The  Visitation  of  the  $ick,"  iu  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church' 


THE     CIRCUMSTANCES 


A-TTEisriDi^sra-     THE     ELECTION 

;:3ni  -: 

OF 


WILLIAM  PENNTNGTON, 

OF  NEW   JERSEY, 

As  Speaker  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congress. 


READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

January    18th,    1872. 


BY    HON.    JOHN   T.   NIXON 

Judge  of  United  Stales  District  Courl, 


ELECTION    OF    WILLIAM    PENNINGTON 

AS  SPEAKER  OP  THE  THIRTY-SIXTH  CONGRESS. 


To  trace  results  to  their  hidden  causes,  is  one  of  the  objects  and  aims 
of  history,  and  nothing  more  clearly  illustrates  the  presence  of  God  in 
history,  than  to  observe  the  great  consequences,  which  often  follow  the 
use  of  seemingly  trivial  means. 

The  fall  of  an  apple  and  the  cackling  of  geese,  are  not  striking  events 
in  nature,  and  yet,  the  one  suggested  a  train  of  thought  to  the  philoso- 
pher, which  led  to  the  discovery  of  the  laws  of  gravitation,  and  the 
other,  disturbed,  and  perhaps  changed  the  current  of  history,  by  saving 
the  nation  which  was  to  mould  the  institutions  and  control  the  destinies 
of  mankind,  from  premature  subjection  to  a  hostile  power. 

The  world  knows  that  the  contest  for  the  election  of  Speaker,  at  the 
opening  of  the  Thirty-Sixth  Congeess,  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
and  exciting  in  our  national  history,  and  that  it  resulted  in  the  choice 
of  William  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey  ;  but  the  world  has  never  heard 
the  secret  history  of  the  events  wnich  attended  the  progress  of  the  long 
contest,  nor  considered  their  connection  with  the  development  of  a  pub- 
lic sentiment,  which,  in  the  following  year,  culminated  in  the  most 
gigantic  and  causeless  rebellion  of  all  the  ages. 

The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  give  a  statement  of  the  circumstances 
attending  the  election  of  Governor  Pennington  as  Speaker,  and  to  ex- 
plain the  causes  and  trace  the  influences  which  led  to  it.  In  order  to 
relieve  the  recital  from  the  charge  of  egotism,  it  is  proper  to  remark 
that  the  writer's  connection  with  the  contest  was  solely  the  result  of  his 
peculiar  political  affiliations,  and  of  his  supposed  personal  relations  with 
his  colleague. 

To  fully  understand  the  contest,  it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the 
condition  of  the  political  parties  of  the  country  at  that  time. 

The  Congress jnet  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1859.  The  members 
had  been  chosen  at  the  first  general  election  that  had  been  held,  after 
the  Kansas  policy  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration  was  fully  developed. 
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It  became  evident  at  once  that  there  was  a  decided  majority  of  the 
House  against  the  administration,  but  the  opposition  was  composed  of 
such  different  and  discordant  materials,  that  it  seemed  impossible  to 
amalgamate  them  by  uniting  their  vote  upon  any  one  candidate.  Thus, 
the  House  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  members ;  one 
hundred  and  nine  of  whom  were  Republicans;  twenty-seven  Americans; 
thirteen  Anti-Lecorapton  Democrats  and  eighty-eight  Administration 
Democrats.  The  Republicans,  Americans  and  Anti-Lecompton  Demo- 
crats united  in  opposing  the  administration,  but  upon  different  grounds. 
The  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  supported  its  general  measures,  but  op- 
posed its  policy  on  the  slavery  question  in  the  Territories.  The  Amer- 
icans were  principally  old  Whigs,  who,  upon  the  disbanding  of  that 
party  after  the  Presidential  election  of  1852,  had  supported  Mr.  Fillmore 
in  185G  ;  refusing  for  various  reasons  to  endorse  the  nomination  of  either 
Fremont  by  the  Republicans,  or  Buchanan  by  the  Democrats.  These 
also  were  divided  amongst  themselves  upon  the  slavery  question ;  those 
from  the  North  affiliating  with  the  Republican  party,  and  those  from 
the  South,  with  the  exception  of  Henry  Winter  Davis  of  Maryland 
with  the  Democratic  party.  The  first  vote  for  Speaker  on  the  first  day 
of  the  session  also  revealed  the  fact  that  the  materials  of  which  the 
Republican  party  was  composed,  were  by  no  means  homogeneous.  John 
Sherman  received  eighty-six  votes,  and  Galusha  A.  Grow,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, forty -three ;  the  former  being  the  candidate  of  the  conservative,  and 
the  latter  of  the  radical  Republicans.  This  organization,  then  young 
and  animated  with  the  controlling  purpose  of  preventing  the  spread  of 
slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  by  Congressional  legisla- 
tion, had  been  made  up  of  recruits  from  the  old  Whig  party,  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  and  the  Abolitionists.  Sherman,  receiving  the  support  of 
such  men  as  Pennington,  and  Corwin,  represented  one  type  of  opinion 
and  Grow,  an  honest  man  of  earnest  convictions,  and  the  favorite  of 
such  men  as  Fenton,  Spinner  and  Thaddeus  Stevens,  was  the  cadidate 
of  the  more  radical  element  ol  the  party. 

Thus  the  parties  stood  at  the  beginning  of  the  session.  The  regular 
Democrats  and  the  Americans  harmonized  in  their  opposition  to  the 
Republicans  upon  the  slavery  question,  but  agreed  in  nothing  else.  The 
Republicans  and  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  had  only  one  sentiment  in 
common,  and  that  was  hostility  to  the  administration,  which,  as  was 
alleged,  had  surrendered  itself  to  the  control  of  the  Southern  wing  of 
the  organization. 
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The  bitterness  of  the  contest  for  Speaker  grew  out  of  the  feeling  of 
the  country,  and  the  excitement  of  the  parties  upon  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. This  feeling  had  been  greatly  intensified,  and  the  excitement 
aggravated,  by  the  raid  of  John  Brown  and  his  followers  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  in  Virginia,  about  two  months  previous  to  the  assembling  of 
Congress.  The  people  of  the  South  very  naturally  regarded  this  silly  and 
wicked  attempt  on  the  part  of  crazy  enthusiasts  to  excite  insurrection 
among  the  slaves,  as  the  direct  result  of  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican party ;  and  the  attempt  was  made  at  once  to  hold  all  the  members 
of  that  party  responsible  for  this  unwarrantable  invasion  of  the  soil  of 
Virginia. 

One  ballot  for  Speaker  was  had  on  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Mr. 
Bocock  of  Virginia,  the  Administration  candidate,  led  the  other  candi- 
dates, and  received  eighty-six  votes ;  Mr.  Sherman  came  next  and  had 
sixty-six,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Grow,  with  .forty  three  ;  fourteen  of 
the  South  Americans  cast  their  ballot  for  Alex.  H.  Boteler,  of  Virginia. 
The  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats  and  the  remaining  Americans  scattered 
their  votes  amongst  a  number  of  candidates.  So  intense  was  the  feeling 
that  the  courtesy  usual  upon  such  occasions,  of  the  different  candidates 
voting  for  each  other,  was  not  observed ;  Mr.  Bocock  casting  his  ballot 
for  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Missouri,  and  Mr.  Sherman  for  Gov.  Penniugton  of 
New  Jersey. 

As  soon  as  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced,  Mr.  Clark,  of  Mis- 
souri, carrying  out  what  was  understood  at  the  time  to  be  a  pre-arranged 
programme,  took  the  floor  and  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  House 
this  resolution  : 

WHEREAS,  certain  Members  of  this  House,  now  hi  nomination  for  Speaker, 
did  endorse  and  recommend  the  book  hereinafter  mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  doctrines  and  sentiments  of  a  certain  book,  called  "  The 
Impending  Crisis  of  the  South— How  to  meet  it"— purporting  to  have  been 
written  by  one  Hilton  R.  Helper,  arc  insurrectionary  and  hostile  to  the  domestic 
peace  and  tranquilit}'  of  the  country  :  and  that  no  member  ol  this  House,  who 
has  endorsed  and  recommended  it,  or  the  compend  from  it,  is  fit  to  be  Speaker 
of  this  House." 

The  resolution  was  aimed  at  Sherman  and  Grow,  who,  in  the  month 
of  March  previous,  with  sixty-six  other  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, had  signed  a  certificate,  endorsing  the  publication  of  a 
compendium  of  Helper's  larger  work,  for  gratuitous  circulation  through 
the  country.  Its  introduction  was  at  once  opposed  by  Thaddeus  Stevens' 
upon  the  ground,  that  except  the  motion  to  adjourn,  nothing  was  in 
order,  but  a  motion  to  proceed  to  ballot  for  a  presiding  officer,  and  that 
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the  members  could  entertain  110  other  question  until  a  Speaker  had  been 
elected.  The  Clerk,  Mr.  James  C.  Allen,  of  Illinois,  declined  to  decide 
the  question  of  order  thus  raised,  but  agreed  to  submit  it  to  the  House 
for  decision,  and  ruled  that  the  question  was  debatable. 

The  flood  gates  of  talk  were  thus  opened,  and  for  eight  weeks  a  con- 
tinuous stream  poured  forth.  All  shades  of  political  views  were  repre- 
sented, and  found  able  advocates  and  opponents  upon  the  floor.  The 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compromise  :  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  :  the  re- 
opening of  the  African  Slave  trade  :  the  right  of  secession  :  the  Tariff : 
questions  of  local  politics  :  the  objects  and  aims  of  the  Republican  or- 
ganization :  the  relations  of  the  Anti-Lecompton  or  Douglas  Democrats 
to  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration  :  the  tenets  and  duties  of  the  Ameri- 
can party  —then  holding  the  balance  of  power  in  the  House — were  all 
investigated,  discussed,  applauded  or  condemned,  according  to  the  sen- 
timents or  affiliations  of  the  different  speakers. 

Then,  for  the  first  time,  the  writer  heard  the  sentiment  publicly 
avowed,  from  day  to  day,  that  the  election  of  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  forms  of  law,  would,  under  certain  circum- 
stances, justify  the  South  in  seceding  from  the  Union.  In  an  able  and 
carefully  prepared  speech,  made  on  the  sixth  day  of  the  session,  Mr. 
Curiy,  of  Alabama,  a  gentleman  of  character  and  culture,  and  now  a 
leading  clergyman  in  the  Southern  Baptist  Church,  said,  "  However 
much  it  may  revolt  the  public  sentiment  or  conscience  of  this  country, 
I  am  not  ashamed  or  afraid  publicly  to  avow,  that  the  election  of  Wm 
II.  Seward,  or  Salmon  P.  Chase,  or  any  such  representative  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  upon  a  sectional  platform,  ought  to  be  resisted  to  the 
disruption  of  every  tie  that  binds  this  confederacy  together ;"  and  this 
sentence,  calmly  uttered,  was  received  with  rounds  of  applause  from  his 
side  of  the  chamber. 

Two  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Hickman,  of  Pennsylvania,  replied  to  such 
treasonable  utterances,  in  a  speech  rarely  equalled  in  public  assemblies, 
for  intellectual  vigor,  or  oratorical  power.  He  immediately  commanded 
the  attention  of  the  'House,  partly  from  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
first  one  on  the  northern-side,  who  met  the  southern  members  with  their 
own  weapons  of  threat  and  bravado  ;  and,  partly,  because  he  had  not 
yet  formally  severed  his  connection  with  the  Democratic  party.  His 
manner  was  calm  and  repressed,  and  yet,  beneath  the  apparent  calmness, 
every  one  could  perceive  the  intensity  of  feeling  under  which  he  spoke* 
The  climax  of  excitement  was  reached  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,  when, 
amidst  the  silence  of  the  House,  so  profound  as  to  be  almost  painful,  he 
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said,  •'  I  know  many  men  have  been  alarmed  in  times  past  at  the  cries 
of  dissolution  ;  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  a  northern  man  who  expressed 
any  alarm  at  the  results  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  I  will  state  what 
my  conviction  is  on  the  subject.  I  do  not  know,  however,  that  I 
thoroughly  understand  what  is  meant  by  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  If 
it  means  a  dividing  line  of  sentiment  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
and  virtual  non-intercourse,  we  have  reached  that  dissolution  already  ; 
for  northern  men  cannot  now  travel  in  the  south,  and,  as  I  understand 
it,  any  Post-Master  in  any  village  of  the  south,  where  the  receipts  of  the 
office  would  not  amount  to  five  dollars,  can,  if  a  letter  bearing  my  frank 
goes  into  his  h*nds,  open  it,  examine  it,  and  burn  it.  on  the  pretext  that 
it  is  incendiary.  Sir,  we  have  reached  that  dividing  line  between  the 
north  and  the  south.  But  if  dissolution  means  that  there  is  to  be  a  di- 
vision of  the  territory,  by  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  or  any  other  line,  I 
say,  "  No,  that  will  never  be.  I  express  my  opinion— and  that  opinion 
may  go  before  the  country,  whether  false  or  true — when  I  say,  "  2Vb,"- 
the  North  will  never  tolerate  a  division  of  the  territory.'1'' 

Here  Mr.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  sitting  in  his  seat,  sarcastically  in- 
quired— "  I  should  like  to  know  how  you  are  to  prevent  it  ?'' 

"  I  will  tell  you  how  it  will  be  prevented.  I  am  neither  the  prophet 
nor  the  son  of  a  prophet ;  but  I  express  my  belief  that  there  is  as  much 
true  courage  in  the  North,  tho'  it  may  not  be  known  by  the  name  of 
chivalry,  as  there  is  in  the  South.  I  do  not  use  the  word  contemptuously, 
for  I  admire  chivalry  everywhere.  There  is  as  mnch  true  courage  at 
the  North  as<here  is  at  the  South.  I  have  always  believed  it,  and  there- 
fore I  will  express  it  ;  and  I  believe,  sir,  with  all  the  appliances  qf  art 
to  assist,  eighteen  millions  of  men  reared  to  industry,  with  habits  of 
the  right  kind,  will  always  be  able  to  cope  successfully,  if  it  need  be. 
with  eight  millions  of  men,  without  these  auxiliaries." 

The  expression  of  such  an  opinion  from  such  a  man,  created  a  pro- 
found sensation  at  the  time.  It  was  followed  by  an  immediate  outbreak 
of  applause  and  hisses  from  all  parts  of  the  hall  and  galleries. 

The  tedium  of  debate  was  varied  now  and  then,  by  a  vote  for 
Speaker,  and  each  ballot  would  seem  to  bring  to  the  surface  some  new 
expression  of  sentiment  or  new  political  combination,  which  furnished 
topics  for  renewed  discussion. 

The  Republicans  at  the  outset,  refused  to  be  drawn  into  the  debate, 
holding  that  nothing  was  in  order,  except  to  vote  for  Speaker ;  but 
after  two  or  three  weeks  of  silence,  Mr.  Farnsworth,  of  Illinois,  against 
the  earnest  protest  of  his  political  friends,  entered  the  arena,  and  from 
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that  time  until  the  end  of  tbe  contest,  they  freely  participated  in  the 
discussions. 

Whilst  the  friends  of  Sherman  steadily  voted  for  him  until  he 
formally  withdrew  his  name,  his  opponents  changed  their  candidate 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  supposed  that  successful  combinations  might 
be  made  to  defeat  the  Republican  nominee.  The  Administration  party 
nominated  and  supported,  successively,  McClernand,  of  Illinois,  Millson, 
of  Virginia,  Scott,  of  California,  Maynard,  of  Tennessee,  Vallandingham, 
of  Ohio,  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  and  Wni.  N.  H.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina — hoping  to  unite  upon  some  one  of  these,  the  Anti-Administra- 
tion Democrats  and  Americans,  who  were  unwilling  to  vote  for  Mr 
Bocock,  their  regular  candidate. 

It  became  manifest  early  in  the  contest  that  Mr.  Sherman  could  not 
be  elected,  of  which  fact  no  one  seemed  more  conscious  than  Sherman 
himself.  Complaints  were  made  by  the  newspapers  of  the  country,  and 
by  persons  outside  of  the  House  and  ignorant  of  the  true  condition  of 
affairs,  because  he  allowed  his  name  to  be  voted  for  by  his  friends,  thus 
protracting  a  fruitless  struggle,  than  which  nothing  could  be  more  un- 
just to  him.  He  frequently  expressed  to  the  writer  and  to  other  friends 
a  desire  that  his  name  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  understanding  for 
weeks  was,  that  it  would  be  as  soon  as  it  became  probable  that  any 
other  candidate  could  succeed. 

A  number  of  the  more  modest  Republicans,  principally  in  the  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  Jersey  delegation,  would  frequently  cast  their  votes 
for  John  A.  Gilmer,  of  North  Carolina,  as  a  national  rnanCbf  sound  con- 
servative views,  and  hostile  to  the  general  policy  of  the  administration. 
But  lie  did  not  prove  acceptable  to  the  extreme  men  of  either  side,  and 
the  attempt  to  unite  upon  him  was  at  length  abandoned. 

After  weeks  of  balloting  without  definite  results,  a  careful  survey  of 
the  House  revealed  the  fact  that  two  or  three  votes  above  the  number 
that  could,  by  any  possibility,  be  obtained  for  him,  were  necessary  to 
elect  Mr.  Sherman.  Could  this  number  be  had  for  any  other  Repub- 
lican candidate  ?  If  so,  who  was  the  man  ?  Henry  Winter  Davis,  of 
Maryland,  and  George  Briggs,  of  New  York,  had  repeatedly  said 
that  they  were  ready  to  cast  their  votes  for  either  William  Pennington 
or  Thomas  Corwin,  whenever,  by  so  doing  an  election  could  be  secured. 
These  last  named  gentlemen  were  understood  to  be  within  the  Repub- 
lican organization,  but  they  were  old  whigs  of  moderate  convictions, 
and  had  supported  Mr.  Fremont  for  President,  rather  asachoice  of  evils 
than  because  they  had  any  fervent  sympathy  with  the  Anti-Slavery  aims 
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of  the  party.  Messrs.  Aclrain  and  Riggs,  of  New  Jersey,  Anti-Lecomp- 
ton  Democrats,  made  a  similar  promise  to  their  colleagues  as  to  Governor 
Pennington,  so  that  if  the  members,  who  had  at  various  times  voted  for 
Mr.  Sherman,  could  be  induced  to  unite  upon  Pennington,  the  contest 
would  be  ended. 

But  just  here  was  the  difficulty.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  of  these  sup- 
porters of  Sherman,  publicly  avowed  their  determination  to  continue  to 
vote  for  him  at  all  hazards  and  under  all  circumstances.  These  gentle- 
men felt,  and  justly,  that  their  candidate  had  been  unfairly  treated  ; 
that  there  was  nothing  in  his  past  record  which  justified  the  course  that 
his  'opponents  had  taken  in  reference  to  his  signing  the  recommendation 
to  the  proposed  compendium  of  Helper's  work,  and  that  he  had  made 
as  full  an  explanation  of  the  act  as  any  gentleman  ought  to  make, 
whilst  menaced  by  Clark's  resolution  of  censure.  Thaddeus  Stevens 
was  the  most  prominent  of  these,  and  he  frequently  declared  that  he 
should  stand  by  Sherman,  ''  until  somebody  was  elected,  or  until  tfte 
crack  of  doom.'''1 

Thus  matters  remained  at  a  dead  lock  for  weeks,  the  probabilities  of 
the  organization  of  the  House  growing  more  remote,  and  the  duty  of  it 
becoming  less  and  less  a  motive  of  action,  as  the  personal  bitterness  of 
the  members,  and  the  rancour  of  party  increased. 

Nearly  all  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  delegation  in  the 
opposition  had  been  nominated  and  elected  by  a  political  organization, 
known  as  the  People's  Party.  It  was  not  distinctively  Republican  or 
American,  brtt  was  a  combination  of  both,  to  express  the  popular  dis- 
content with  the  policy  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administration.  Horace 
Greeley  pretty  well  characterized  it,  when  he  said  that  it  was  composed 
ot  old  whigs  slightly  varnished  over  with  Republicanism.  These  mem- 
bers had  cordially  supported  Mr.  Sherman,  as  more  nearly  representing 
their  political  principles  than  any  other  of  the  candidates,  so  long  as 
there  had  been  any  hope  of  his  election.  As  Governor  Pennington  had 
stood  upon  their  platform  before  the  people,  they  felt  kindly  disposed 
towards  him,  and  had  informal  conferences  from  time  to  time  to  devise 
means  for  centreing  the  Republican  vote  upon  him. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  when  the  thirty-fifth  ballot  was  taken,  a  por- 
tion of  the  Americans  cast  their  vote  for  Win.  N.  H.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  new  member,  unobtrusive  and  quite  un- 
known to  his  fellow  members  ;  but  his  colleagues  represented  him  to 
be  a  gentleman  of  character,  intelligence  and  worth,  firmly  a  whig, 
elected  as  an  American,  and  hostile  to  the  administration,  It  was  a 
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significant  fact,  observed  at  the  time,  that  when  his  name  was  first  pre- 
sented, Mr.  Chirk,  of  Missouri,  the  author  of  the  Helper  Resolution, 
Prior,  of  Virginia,  and  Keitt,  of  South  Carolina,  with  a  few  other 
Democrats  of  the  same  extreme  sort,  voted  for  him. 

Three  more  ballots  were  had  the  next  day — the  vote  for  Mr.  Smith 
gradually  increasing  from  the  Democratic  side.  Circumstances  ren- 
dered it  apparent  that  the  South  Americans  and  the  Democrats  were 
reaching  and  approaching  to  an  understanding,  that  when  the  whole 
American  vote  should  be  cast  for  Smith,  the  Democratic  members  would 
go  over  to  his  support,  and  thus  defeat  the  Republican  nominee.  Upon 
the  adjournment  that  day,  the  most  active  negotiations  were  observed 
between  these  parties,  and  members  went  to  their  homes  with  the  pre- 
sentiment that  the  morrow  was  pregnant  with  decisive  results. 

The  friends  of  Pennington  felt  that  at  length  their  time  had  come, 
and  prompt  action  was  taken.  Those  Republicans  who  persisted  in 
adhering  to  Sherman,  were  formally  notified  that,  unless  he  were  with- 
drawn, in  accordance  with  his  express  wishes,  in  favor  of  either  Pen- 
riington  or  Corwin,  enough  votes  would  be  given  to  Smith  on  the  next 
ballot,  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey,  added  to  the  American  and 
Democratic  vote  to  elect  him  Speaker,  and  upon  them  must  rest  the 
responsibility  of  allowing  the  organization  upon  any  other  than  a  Re- 
publican basis.  The  notice  was  received  by  some  of  these  gentlemen 
as  a  harmless  menace  rather  than  a  faithful  warning,  and  the  next 
morning,  on  the  39th  ballot,  Sherman  still  had  the  bulk  of  the  Repub- 
lican vote. 

When  this  ballot  was  taken,  there  was  an  understanding  between  the 
writer  and  a  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  that  their  votes  should 
be  given  to  Mr.  Smith.  Accordingly,  upon  the  first  call  of  the  House, 
Smith  had  about  sixty  votes,  including  the  twenty-three  Americans, 
Messrs.  Junkin,  Milward,  Edward  Joy  Morris,  and  Scranton,  of  Penn- 
sylvani,  and  Nixon,  of  New  Jersey.  As  soon  as  the  roll  was  called 
through,  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Kentucky,  (American)  took  the  floor  to  say 
that  they  had  now  received  enough  votes  for  their  nominee,  to  ensure 
his  election  by  the  aid  of  the  Democratic  vote.  •'  I  now  announce," 
he  said,  with  his  full,  ringing  voice  filling  every  part  of  the  hall,  "  to 
gentlemen  on  the  Democratic  side,  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  the 
fact,  that  in  view  of  this  state  of  the  case,  we  will  again  present  Mr. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  as  our  candidate  for  the  speakership,  upon 
the  next  ballot.  Every  member  of  our  party  has  voted  lor  him.  That 
was  the  condition  precedent,  I  understand,  prescribed  upon  the  other 
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side  of  the  House,  for  obtaining  their  votes.  Even  now  if  they  will  rise 
in  their  places  before  the  result  is  announced  and  change  their  votes, 
they  may  make  Mr.  Smith  speaker  of  the  House,  and  the  Republican 
party  will  thereby  be  defeated." 

This  speech  was  followed  by  the  most  enthusiastic  applause,  and  the 
Democrats  who  had  voted  for  Bocock  upon  the  first  call,  immediately 
began  to  change  to  Smith.  As  one  after  another  arose  in  quick  succes- 
sion and  made  the  change,  the  excitement  became  intense,  and  the  Re- 
publicans seemed  for  the  first  time  to  awake  to  the  consciousness  that 
the  election  of  Smith  was  probable.  They  became  alarmed  and  com- 
menced their  personal  appeals  to  the  Pennsylvania  members  and  to  the 
writer,  who  had  supported  Smith,  to  withdraw  their  votes.  Two  more 
changes  on  the  Democratic  side  would  elect  Mr.  Smith.  A  crowd  of 
Americans  and  Democrats  was  pressing  around  Martin,  of  Ohio,  Cooper, 
of  Michigan,  and  Barr,  of  New  York,  imploring  them  to  end  the  long 
contest  by  voting  for  Smith.  They  finally  yielded,  and  announced  their 
change  of  vote  with  such  rapidity,  that  deafening  shouts  of  applause 
from  the  Democratic  side  was  the  first  assurance  to  the  Republicans  that 
Smith  was  elected  by  two  majority.  But  before  the  Clerk  had  oppor- 
tunity to  announce  the  result,  Junkin,  of  Pennsylvania,  sprung  to  the 
floor,  withdrew  his  vote  from  Smith,  and  cast  it  for  Sherman.  He  was 
quickly  followed  by  Scranton  and  Morris,  each  of  whom  changed  to 
Corwin.  This  left  Mr.  Smith  again  short  one  vote,  but  all  hope  was 
not  gone,  as  John  G.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  who 'had  heretofore  resolutely 
resisted  all  entreaties  to  vote  for  Smith,  began  to  exhibit  signs  of  yield- 
ing to  the  importunities  of  his  friends.  In  the  mean  time  no  mere 
word-painting  could  describe  the  scene  on  the  Republican  side.  They 
were  frantic  with  excitement.  Numbers  of  them  appealed  to  the  writer 
to  withdraw  his  vote  from  Smith.  He  had  one  answer  for  them  all, 
"  that  the  vote  would  stand  as  recorded  until  Smith's  election,  unices 
Sherman  was  withdrawn  as  the  Republican  candidate." 

Owen  Lovejoy,  of  Illinois,  a  genial  and  upright  gentlemen  of  strong 
convictions,  and  who  had  heretofore  been  most  tenacious  in  adhering  to 
Sherman,  came  to  the  writer's  seat,  pale  with  excitement  and  trembling 
with  emotion,  and  made  the  appeal,  "  For  God's  and  the  Country's  sake 
change  that  vote." 

"  Never,  Sir,"  was  the  reply,  '^except  upon  one  condition." 

"  What  is  the  condition  T ' 

•"  That  Sherman  is  withdrawn  as  a  Candidate." 

"  It  shall  be  done." 
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"  You  answer  for  yourself,  and  that  is  not  satisfactory."   • 

"  What  would  be  satisfactory  ?" 

"  John  Sherman's  pledge  of  personal  honor  from  his  own  lips  that  his 
name  shall  not  be  voted  for,  after  to-day,  for  Speaker." 

Lovejoy  hastened  to  find  Mr.  Sherman,  and  shortly  returned  exclaim- 
ing, "  Sherman  gives  the  pledge." 

At  the  same  moment,  Davis,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  address  the  Clerk, 
intending,  as  was  supposed,  to  change  to  Smith.  But  before  he  got 
recognition  the  writer  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  vote  from  Mr. 
Smith,  and  putting  in  nomination  his  colleague,  Gov.  Pennington. 

This  change  took  away  the  last  hope  of  electing  Mr.  Smith,  afforded 
instant  relief  to  the  Republicans,  and  corresponding  disappointment 
and  chagrin  to  the  Democrats  and  Americans. 

It  was  Friday,  and  as  the  Republicans  wanted  time  to  re-organize 
their  somewhat  demoralized  ranks,  and  resurvey  the  field  of  conflict  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  make  a  new  change  of  front — the  motion  of 
Thaddeus  Stevens  to  adjourn  over  until  Monday,  prevailed  by  a  majority 
of  three. 

Mr.  Sherman,  before  adjournment,  gave  notice  of  a  conference  of  his 
friends  and  supporters,  in  the  Hall,  on  the  morrow  at  12  M.,  and  the 
members  again  went  to  their  homes,  sullen  or  jubilant,  according  to  the 
manner  in  which  they  regarded  the  results  of  the  day's  proceedings. 

On  the  next  day,  at  the  appointed  time,  the  writer  went  to  the  con- 
ference called  by  Sherman,  and  found  a  crowded  assembly  already  or. 
ganized,  with  Charles  Francis  Adams  in  the  chair.  An  opportunity 
being  at  once  offered,  he  proceeded  to  explain  his  position  and  the 
motives  of  his  course.  He  stated  that  his  desire  was  to  effect  the  or- 
ganization of  the  House,  by  the  election  of  a  Speaker ;  that  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  eight  weeks  had  demonstrated  the  impossibility  ot 
electing  Mr.  Sherman ;  and  that  a  Republican  organization  could  be 
substantially  secured  by  the  union  of  the  Republican  vote  upon  Pen- 
nington ;  that  two  of  his  colleagues  (Adrain  and  Riggs)  were  Anti- 
Lecompton  Democrats,  who  would  not  and  ought  not  to  be  expected  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Sherman,  but  they  had  expressed  their  readiness  to  cast 
their  ballots  for  their  colleague,  when  his  success  could  be  rendered 
certain  by  their  support ;  and  that  in  addition  to  these  votes  Henry 
Winter  Davis,  of  Maryland,  and  George  Briggs,  of  New  York,  had 
given  the  same  assurances  to  the  speaker.  He  concluded  by  putting 
Gov.  Pennington  in  nomination.  The  nomination  was  seconded  by 
Thaddeus  Stevens  in  a  brief,  cordial,  and  characteristic  speech.  "Mr. 
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Chairman,"  he  remarked  in  conclusion,  "  I  have  said  that  I  should  con- 
tinue to  vote  for  Sherman  until  the  crack  of  doom.  /  heard  that  crack 
on  Friday  last  /" 

Mr.  Roscoe  Conkling,  then  a  Representative  and  now  a  Senator,  from 
New  York,  followed  in  an  impetuous  speech  and  opposed  the  with- 
drawal of  Sherman.  He  did  not  recognize  the  right  of  a  small  minority 
to  dictate  to  the  great  body  of  Republicans  whom  they  should  support 
for  speaker.  Others  might  take  their  course  and  vote  for  whom  they 
pleased ;  but  he  expressed  his  own  views  and  the  views  of  friends 
around  him,  when  he  gave  notice  that  they  would  not  be  bound  by  the 
action  of  the  conference  to  transfer  their  votes  from  the  candidate  whom 
they  preferred,  to  others  whom  they  might  not  prefer. 

Sherman  promptly  replied  in  his  frank,  manly  way,  that  his  name 
must  be  withdrawn,  and  that  whilst  he  was  thankful  to  his  friends  for 
their  support  and  confidence,  he  had  been  convinced  for  weeks  past  that 
the  use  of  his  name  had  been  an  obstacle  to  the  organization.  After 
detailing  the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  given  the  pledge  to  the 
writer  on  the  previous  Friday,  he  said,  "  My  personal  wishes  in  this 
matter  may  not  influence  members,  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  myself  con- 
strains me  to  say  that  no  one  can  vote  for  me  hereafter  with  my  consent, 
and  continuing  to  vote  for  me  after  my  withdrawal  would  seem  to  be 
an  impeachment  of  my  personal  honor." 

This  settled  the  question  of  his  further  support,  and  the  conference 
adjourned  with  the  understanding  that  the  Republican  vote  should  be 
given  to  Pennington  at  the  meeting  of  the  House,  on  Monday. 

Monday  came,  and  a  general  expectation  that  an  election  would  take 
place  had  brought  crowds  of  spectators  to  the  gallery  and  upon  the 
floor.  Some  time  was  spent  in  clearing  the  Hall  of  persons  not  entitled 
to  the  privileges  of  the  floor.  The  40th  ballot  was  then  ordered,  but 
before  the  roll-call  commenced,  Mr.  Sherman,  amid  profound  silence, 
formally  withdrew  his  name  as  a  candidate. 

"  Eight  weeks  ago,"  said  he,  "  I  was  honored  by  the  votes  of  a  large 
plurality  of  my  fellow  members  for  the  high  office  of  speaker  of  this 
House.  Since  that  time  they  have  adhered  to  their  choice  with  a 
fidelity  that  has  won  my  devotion  and  respect,  and,  as  I  believe,  the 
approbation  of  their  constituents.  They  have  stood  undismayed  amidst 
threats  of  disunion  and  disorganization,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of 
their  purposes,  warm  in  their  attachment  to  the  Constitution  and  Union, 
and  obedient  to  the  rules  of  order  and  the  laws." 

And  then,  alluding  to  the  fact  that  the  friends  of  the  administration 
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had  revived  anew  the  fires  of  sectional  discord,  and  had  publicly  pro- 
nounced in  favor  of  disunion  in  the  event  of  the  election  of  a  Repub- 
lican President,  he  continued,  "  I  should  regret  exceedingly,  and  be- 
lieve it  would  be  a  national  calamity,  to  have  any  one  who  is  a  sup- 
porter, directly  or  indirectly,  of  this  administration,  or  who  owes  it  any 
allegiance,  favor,  or  affection,  to  occupy  a  position  of  importance  or 
prominence  in  this  House.  It  would  be,  it  seems  to  me,  a  fatal  policy 
to  trust  the  power  of  the  House  to  the  control  of  gentlemen  who  have 
proclaimed  that  under  any  circumstances,  or  in  any  event,  they  would 
dissolve  the  Union  of  these  States.  *  *  *  I  said  here  a  few  days 
ago,  and  I  have  always  stood  in  the  position,  that  when  I  became  con- 
vinced that  any  of  my  political  friends  or  associates  could  receive  further 
support  outside  of  the  Republican  organization,  I  would  retire  from  the 
field  and  yield  to  him  the  honor  of  the  position  which  the  partiality  of 
friends  had  assigned  to  me.  I  believe  that  time  has  now  arrived.  I 
believe  that  a  greater  concentration  can  now  be  made  upon  another 
gentleman,  who,  from  the  beginning  has  acted  with  me.  Therefore, 
Mr.  Clerk,  I  respectfully  withdraw  my  name  as  a  candidate,  and,  in 
doing  so,  return  my  heart  felt  thanks  for  the  generous  and  hearty  sup- 
port of  all  my  political  friends,  and  especially  to  those  gentlemen  with 
whom  I  have  not  the  tie  of  a  party  name,  but  the  higher  one  of  a  com- 
mon purpose  and  sympathy.  And  if  I  could  ask  of  them  one  more 
favor,  it  would  be  that  in  an  unbroken  column,  with  an  unfaltering 
front,  and  an  unwavering  line,  they  will  cast  their  votes  in  favor  of  any 
one  of  our  number  that  can  command  the  highest  vote  and  be  elected 
speaker  of  this  House." 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and  Gov  Pennington  received  all  the  votes 
that  had  at  any  time  been  given  to  Sherman  and  that  of  his  colleague 
Adrain,  in  addition.  But  he  was  three  votes  short  of  an  election,  as  he 
had,  inadvertantly,  voted  for  Mr.  Corwin,  which  Avas,  in  effect,  a  vote 
against  himself.  Upon  this  ballot  Mr.  Riggs  declined  to  support  his 
colleague,  on  the  ground  that  his  vote  would  not  elect  him.  The 
Americans  and  Democrats  still  voted  for  Smith,  thus  holding  Winter 
Davis  and  Briggs,  who  had  participated  in  the  American  Caucus  that  put 
him  in  nomination,  and  who  felt  bound  in  honor  to  stand  by  him  as  long 
as  he  continued  a  candidate.  Two  other  ballots  were  taken  that  day,  but 
without  definite  results.  On  the  41st,  Pennington  withheld  his  vote, 
and  was  within  two  of  an  election.  On  the  42nd,  Riggs  came  over  to 
his  support,  and  then  he  lacked  only  one  vote.  The  urgent  appeals 
made  to  Mr.  Briggs  to  redeem  his  promise,  compelled  him  to  explain 


ELECTION  OP  WILLIAM  PENNINGTON.  219 

his  position.  He  acknowledged  that  he  had  agreed  to  vote  for  Pen- 
nington  when  his  vote  would  elect  him,  but  that  was  previous  to  the 
preceding  Friday,  on  which  day  he  had  attended  the  American  caucus, 
and  had  committed  himself  as  a  party  man  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Smith. 
He,  however,  publicly  intimated  that  when  all  reasonable  hope  of  elect- 
ing the  American  candidate  should  be  lost,  he  would  consider  himself 
emancipated  from  any  pledge  to  vote  for  him,  and  would  cast  his  vote 
for  Mr.  Pennington,  unless  some  other  more  acceptable  candidate  was 
before  the  House. 

In  this  condition  of  things,  the  House  adjourned  to  the  next  day 
It  was  evident  to  all  that  the  end  had  now  come  and  Pennington  would 
l>e  elected,  unless  something  could  be  done  to  withdraw  from  his  sup- 
port certain  Anti-Lecompton  Democrats,  and  particularly  his  two  col- 
leagues, Adrain  and  Riggs.  In  order  to  accomplish  this  it  seemed 
necessary  to  drop  Mr.  Smith,  and  to  concentrate,  as  far  as  possible,  upon 
some  Northern  Democrat  of  Anti-Lecompton  proclivites.  After  much 
caucusing,  McClernand,  of  Illinois,  a  strong  supporter  of  Douglas  was 
agreed  upon. 

Accordingly,  upon  the  meeting  of  the  House,  next  morning,  Mr.  Smith 
in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech,  withdrew  his  name,  and  Mr.  Reagan, 
of  Texas,  an  Administration  Democrat,  and  subsequently  the  Post- 
master-General of  the  Southern  Confederacy,  put  McClernand  in  nomi- 
nation, offering  him  as  a  compromise  candidate  for  the  support  of 
Americans,  Anti-Lecompton  and  Regular  Democrats.  Upon  the' roll- 
call,  Adrain,  Haskin,  Hickman,  Reynolds  and  Schwartz,  Anti-Lecomp- 
ton men,  adhered  to  Pennington  against  this  new  temptation.  When 
Henry  Winter  Davis  was  called,  he  cast  his  vote  for  the  Republican 
candidate — ail  exhibition  of  moral  courage  in  the  then  condition  and 
state  of  the  Southern  public  mind  as  extraordinary  as  it  was  rare.  The 
showers  of  applause  and  hisses  which  greeted  him  from  all  parts  of  the 
House  and  the  galleries  indicated  the  impression  that  the  contest  was 
over.  But  it  was  not  over.  When  Dr.  Riggs'  name  was  reached,  to  the 
surprise  ot  everybody,  he  voted  for  McClernand,  saying  that  he  could 
not  support  Gov.  Pennington  against  an  Anti-Lecompton  Democrat. 
Briggs  also,  on  that  call,  refused  to  follow  Davis,  alleging  that  he  was 
bound,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  Democrats,  to  cast  one  vote  for 
their  candidate,  in  consideration  of  the  cordial  support  which  they  had 
extended  to  the  American  candidate.  It  being  understood,  however, 
that  upon  the  next  vote  he  was  willing  to  change  to  Pennington,  the 
Democratic  leaders  resolved  that  no  other  vote  should  be  taken  on  that 
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day.  After  hours  of  fruitless  effort — the  minority  using  the  well-known 
parliamentary  tactics,  so  effective  in  the  hands  of  the  few — to  hinder 
any  business  from  being  done,  the  House  was  compelled  to  adjourn 
without  a  ballot. 

Long  before  the  hour  of  meeting  next  day  the  Capitol  was  thronged 
with  people,  anxious  to  witness  the  termination  of  the  exciting  and 
weary  contest.  Crowds  filled  every  available  space  of  the  Hall.  The 
writer  was  designated  one  of  the  tellers  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Briggs,  to 
allow  that  gentleman  ample  opportunity  to  act  the  conspicuous  part 
in  the  organization  of  the  House  which  he  seemed  to  crave.  The  roll 
was  called,  and  again  Briggs  and  Riggs  voted  for  McClernand, 
and  Pennington  yet  lacked  one  vote  of  an  election.  Before  the 
result  was  announced,  Mr.  Briggs,  in  accordance  with  a  previous  ar- 
rangement, asked  permission  to  define  his  position  and  change  his  vote. 
Amidst  excitement  most  intense,  and  silence  most  profound,  he  gave  the 
reasons  which  had  constrained  him  for  the  last  few  days  to  withhold 
his  support  from  Pennington.  He  concluded  by  saying  ;  "  Conscious  of 
the  responsibility  that  has  attached  to  me,  holding  as  I  have,  for  the 
last  two  votes,  the  organization  of  the  House  in  my  hands,  one  vote 
only  being  necessary,  in  addition  to  the  116  votes  given  to  Mr.  Penning  - 
on,  to  elect  him  Speaker  of  the  House,  I  now  withdraw  my  vote  from 
Mr.  McClernand,  and  cast  it  for  Mr.  Pennington,  of  New  Jersey." 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot.  The  Clerk  announced 
that  William  Pennington,  a  Representative  from  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  duly  elected 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  36th  Congress. 

Messrs.  Bocock  and  Sherman  were  appointed  by  the  Clerk  to  conduct 
the  Speaker  elect  to  the  chair ;  and  amid  the  waving  of  handkerchiefs ; 
amid  prolonged  and  enthusiastic  cheering  in  the  galleries  and  on  the 
floor,  in  which  the  feelings  of  the  friends  of  the  successful  candidate 
found  vent;  and  amid  slight  hisses  here  and  there,  to  express  the  bitter 
disappointment  of  others — he  ascended  the  platform ;  delivered  an  ap- 
propriate and  conciliatory  inaugural  address ;  called  the  House  to  order, 
and  the  long  struggle  was  over. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

OP  THE 

tto  jews  pstmical  S 


SECOND     SERIES. 

VOL.  III.  1872.  No.  1. 

NEWARK,  May  16th,   1872. 

In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws,  the  Society  met  in  their  rooms 
at  12  M. 

The  President,  the  REV.  RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.D.,  took  the 
chair.  The  second  Vice-President,  REV.  SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.D., 
was  also  present. 

MR.  DAVID  A.  HAYES,  the  Recording  Secretary,  presented  the 
minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  which  were  read  and  approved. 

MR.  WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Corresponding  Secretary,  made  a 
report  of  the  correspondence  of  the  Society  since  January,  arid 
presented  letters  of  acceptance  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  elected 
to  resident  membership ;  and  from  the  Hon.  Teunis  G.  Bergen,  of 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  D.D., 
acknowledging  their  election  as  Honorary  Members.  The  Historical 
Societies  of  Maine,  Xew  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut,  New  Haven  Colony,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, Georgia,  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota,  the  Essex  Massa- 
chusetts Institute,  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society, 
Smithsonian  Institute,  and  New  Jersey  State  Librarian,  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  Society's  recent  publications.  From  the  superin- 
tendents of  the  Coast  Survey ;  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee,  of  Boston  ; 
and  the  Mercantile  Library  Association ;  Mr.  William  Vanderpool, 
of  Newark,  and  Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson,  were  letters 
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accompanying  donations  to  the  library ;  from  Adjutant  General 
Stryker,  of  Trenton,  relative  to  the  publication  of  his  roster  of  New 
Jersey  troops ;  from  Charles  Whittlesey,  President  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Historical  Society,  enquiring  for  information  relating  to  Col. 
John  Bradstreet's  expedition,  in  October,  1764;  from  the  Mr.  Wm. 
J.  Bruce,  of  Pittston,  Pa.,  relative  to  the  time,  place  and  manner  of 
the  announcement  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  at  Morris- 
town,  New  Jersey ;  from  the  State  Librarian  of  Ne\v  Hampshire, 
proposing  an  exchange  of  books ;  and  from  other  persons  having 
reference  to  the  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  stated  that,  to  the  communications  of  Messrs.  Whit- 
tlesey and  Bruce,  he  had  been  unable  to  return  any  satisfactor}r 
answers,  there  being  no  information  on  the  subjects  referred  to  in 
the  library  of  the  Society.  He  also  submitted  to  the  Society  a 
"  Certified  copy  of  a  Supplement  to  an  Act,  entitled  an  Act  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  early  records  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey," 
passed  by  the  Legislature  at  the  last  session,  at  the  instance,  and 
through  the  influence  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Niles,  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

MR.  SAMUEL  H.  CONGAR  submitted  his  report  of  donations  re- 
ceived for  the  library  since  January,  which  will  be  found  on  a 
subsequent  page. 

The  Treasurer,  COL.  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  reported  a  balance  in 
the  treasury  of  $706.63. 

DR.  PENNINGTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
the  issue  since  the  last  meeting  of  another  number  of  the  "Proceed- 
ings," which  completed,  in  print,  all  the  transactions  of  the  Society 
to  the  present  time.  The  seventh  volume  of  the  "  Collections"  con- 
taining Judge  Elmer's  New  Jersey  Reminiscences,  had  also  been 
published  since  January  and  had  met  with  a  very  satisfactory  recep- 
tion from  the  public.  The  Committee  renewed  the  suggestion,  pre- 
viously made,  that  the  members  unsupplied  with  full  sets  of  the 
Society's  publications  should  secure  them  without  delay,  as  but  few 
copies  were  left  of  some  of  the  volumes. 

MR.  DENNIS  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
congratulating  the  members  on  the  growth  of  that  necessary  adjunct 
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of  the  Society,  but  regretting  that  through  the  inadequacy  of  the 
Library  Fund  its  growth  was  dependent  on  donations  alone.  "The 
success  which  has  attended  the  Society  so  far" — said  the  Committee — 
"the  accumulations  of  the  historical  treasures  we  possess,  and  the 
conveniences  and  facilities  afforded  for  research,  have  not  been  with- 
out pecuniary  cost  to  the  earlier  members,  and  we,  who  have  succeeded 
them,  should  not  intermit  our  exertions  to  carry  forward  the  work  so 
well  established,  and  heretofore  so  generously  sustained" — and  an 
urgent  appeal  was  made  for  further  subscriptions  to  the  Fund. 

MR.  HAYES  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably 
upon  a  number  of  gentlemen  proposed  for  membership  at  the  last 
meeting,  who  were  thereupon  duly  elected ;  and  new  nominations 
were  received. 

Communications  to  the  Society  being  in  order,  the  PRESIDENT 
presented  with  appropriate  remarks,  engraved  portraits  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Ecclesiastical  Histon-  in  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  from  1813  to  1850,  and  of  Mrs. 
Miller ;  and  also  of  the  Rev.  Jacob  Kirkpatrick. 

MR.  HAYES  presented  a  lithographic  portrait  of  Samuel  Southard, 
Senator  of  New  Jersey,  &c. 

MR.  G.  N.  ABEEL  presented  through  Mr.  Hayes,  several  printed 
Rewards  and  Merits  received  by  General  Philip  Kearney,  when  a 
child,  from  his  instructor,  H.  G.  Ufford. 

MR.WHITEHEAD  presented  a  communication  from  the  REV.  JOSEPH 
F.  TUTTLE,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Wabash  College,  transmitting 
copious  extracts  from  a  Journal  kept  by  the  Rev.  Manasseh  Cutler, 
LL.D.,  during  journeys  to  and  from  Ohio  in  1787-8  giving  descrip- 
tions of  various  places  in  New  Jersey  at  that  time,  the  reading  of 
which  was  listened  to  with  much  interest. 

MR.  WILLIAM  VANDERPOOL  presented  a  copy  of  a  very  rare 
pamphlet,  containing  the  trial  of  the  suit  of  Eunice  Hall  vs.  Robert 
Grant,  for  slander,  which  created  great  excitement  in  New  Jersey, 
in  1821. 

MR.  WUITEJIEAD  presented  a  manuscript  journal  kept  on  board 
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her  Majesty's  ship,  Chester,  in  1746  and  1747,  while  acting  with 
fleets  at  Lonishurgh,  and  on  the  coasts  of  America  and  Portugal. 

Assessment  lists  for  Perth  Amboy  in  the  years  1801,  1803,  and 
1804,  and  lists  of  paupers  in  the  township  of  Woodbridge  in  1797, 
1798,  1799,  1800,  and  1801,  with  an  account  of  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  poor  rates — in  the  hand  writing  of  James  Parker, 
the  late  venerable  President  of  the  Society. 

HON.  NATHANIEL  NILES  offered  the  following  Preamble  and 
Resolution : 

WHEREAS  nearly  all  the  official  documents  connected  with  the  administration 
of  public  officers  in  New  Jersey,  during  the  Colonial  period,  prior  to  1776,  are 
now  in  the  State  Paper  Offices  of  England,  and,  Whereas,  the  said  documents 
contain  a  large  portion  of  the  History  of  New  Jersey  during  that  period  of 
which  the  State  has  now  no  record,  and,  Whereas,  an  appropriation  of  three 
thousand  dollars  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  1872,  towards  procuring  copies 
of  said  documents,  said  sum  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  President,  to  procure  copies 
of  said  documents  for  the  State  Library  and  for  publication,  and  to  carry  out'the 
provisions  of  said  act,  and  that  the  authority  thus  vested  in  said  Committee  be 
certified  to  them  by  the  proper  officers,  under  the  Seal  of  the  Society. 

MR.  NILES  remarked  that  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  referred  to 
in  the  Resolution  was  only  the  consummation  of  a  purpose  originating 
with  Mr.  Whitehead  in  1843,  two  years  before  the  organization  of 
the  Society,  which  was  cordially  indorsed  by  Governor  Haines,  and 
recommended  in  two  of  his  mes'^  vges,  but  failed  to  secure  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Legislature,  although  favorable  reports  were  made  from 
the  Committees  to  which  the  subject  was  referred.  There  could  be 
no  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  measure,  and  doubtless  the 
success  which  would  attend  the  execution  of  this  Act  would  lead  to 
others  of  the  kind. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  said  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  second  the 
resolution.  The  project  could  now  be  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
result  under  more  favorable  circumstances  than  when  originally  pre- 
sented, for  after  the  repeated  failures  in  1843,  1844,  1845  and  1846, 
and  again  in  1849  and  1850,  to  obtain  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  Legislature,  it  would  be  remembered  that  the  Society  had  taken 
up  the  subject  independently,  and  finally,  through  thfc  liberalty  of  a 
few  of  its  members,  the  late  Hqn,  James  Gore  King,  bearing  one- 
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fifth  of  the  expense,  had  secured  the  Analytical  Index  to  all  the 
Colonial  Documents  abroad,  which  now  constituted  the  fifth  volume 
of  the  Society's  published  "  Collections" ;  of  course,  having  this 
Index,  the  labor  of  selecting  the  documents,  and  the  expense  attend- 
ing their  procurement  would  be  greatly  lessened. 

The  Preamble  and  Resolution  were  thereupon  adopted,  and  the 
chair  appointed  as  the  Committee,  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Xiles,  Gov- 
ernor Parker  and  W.  A .  Whitehead.  Subsequently,  on  motion  of  MR. 
XILES,  Ex-Governor  Haines  was  added  to  the  Committee,  he  being 
about  to  visit  England. 

COL.  MORGAN  L.  SMITH  offered  the  following  Resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  authorized  and  requested  to  issue 
a  circular  to  the  members,  embodying  the  appeal  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Library  for  an  increase  of  the  Library  Fund,  and  requesting  a  compliance  with 
their  suggestion. 

MK.   WHITEHEAD  presented  the  following  Resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
obtain  plans  and  estimates  for  a  suitable  building  for  the   occupancy  of  the 
Society,  to  be  erected  on  the  lot  in  West  Perk  street,  and  report  at  the  next 
meeting. 

Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it  was  not  his  intention  in  presenting  this 
Resolution  to  commit  the  Society  to  the  immediate  erection  of  the 
long  desired  edifice,  but  that  information  might  be  obtained  that  would 
be  available  in  case  any  of  the  members  of  the  Society  should  be 
disposed  to  combine  and  subscribe  the  requisite  amount.  Through 
the  liberality  of  a  few  gentlemen  the  site  in  West  Park  street  was 
purchased  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  and  had  increased  four  fold  in 
value,  and  it  was  time  a  building  was  erected  upon  it.*  As  might 
be  seen  the  present  rooms  of  the  Society,  commodious  as  they  were, 
were  already  getting  to  be  crowded. 


*MK.  WHITEHEAD  submitted  the  original  subscription  list,  bearing  the  follow- 
ing names  and  amount : 

CALEB  0.  HALSTED,  New  York $100  00 

JAMES  G.  KING,  Hudson  County 500  00 

DAVID  A.  HAYES,  Newark '. 250  00 

HELEN  STUYVESAXT,  New  York 50  00 

LEWIS  M.  RUTHEKFTJED,  New  York 25  00 


6  MEETING    IN    NEWARK. 

The  Resolution  was  unanimously  adopted.. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  2:45  P.M.,  to  examine  the 
Library,  and  partake  of  a  collation  spread  in  one  of  the  rooms. 

On  re-assembling,  the  HON.  JOEL  PAKKEB,  Governor  of  the 
State,  read  a  paper  "  On  the  early  History  of  Monmouth  County, 
New  Jersey,  from  its  settlement  to  1702,"  illustrated  by  extended 
extracts  from  unpublished  records  and  documents,  giving  it  especial 
interest  and  value.  The  source  of  most  of  this  heretofore  unused 
matter,  the  original  record  book  of  Middletown  commencing  in  1667, 
the  Governor  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  members.  The 
paper  commanded  the  close  attention  of  the  audience,  and  at  its  close 
ex-Mayor  PEDDIE  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  Governor  for  his  highly  interesting  arid  valuable  contribution 
to  the  history  of  the  State,  which  on  motion  of  'CoL.  SWORDS, 
was  amended  so  as  to  embody  a  request  for  a  copy  to  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

MR.  DURVEE,  after  some  complimentary  remarks,  expressed  a  hope 
(which  was  cordially  seconded  by  the  members  generally),  that  the 
subject  might  be  resumed  at  the  next  meeting,  and  the  History 
brought  down  to  the  Revolution. 


JACOB  D.  VERMILYE,  Newark 50  00 

RICHARD  T.  HAINES,  Elizabethtown 50  00 

MARCUS  L.  WARD,  Newark 50  00 

JOHN  KENNEDY,  Belleville 25  00 

JOHN  R.  WEEKS,  Newark 250  00 

FREDERICK  T.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  Newark 50  00 

JAMES  B.  PINNEO,  Newark 50  00 

JOSEPH  N.  TUTTLE,  Newark 50  00 

MATTHIAS  W.  DAY,  Newark 50  00 

SOLOMON  ALOFSEN,  Jersey  City 250  00 

HENRY  G.  DARCEY,  Newark 50  00 

NEHEMIAH  PERRY,  Newaak ,.     50  00 

JOHN  RUTHERFURD,  Hudson  County 50  00 

CALEB  II.  SHIPMAN,  Newark 100  00 

PETEH  S.  DURYEE,  Newark 250  00 

WILLIAM  RANKIN,  Newark 100  00 

THOS.  H.  STEPHENS,  Newark 5000 


Total $2,450  00 
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REV.  DR.  HAMILL  made  some  pleasant  remarks,  based  upon  the 
fact  that  more  than  thirty  years  ago  Governor  Parker  was  his  pupil. 

The  resolution  of  thanks  was  then  passed,  and  the  Society  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  Trenton,  on  the  third  Thursday  of  January  next 
unless  sooner  convened  by  the  Executive  Commttee. 


MAY  16,   1872. 

Edward  Bettle,  Camden. 
Frederick  Bourquiu,  Camden. 
Thomas  G.  Bunnell,  Newton. 
Joseph  T.  Croweli,  Railway. 
Robert  S.  Dumont  Morristown. 
John  D.  Harrison,  Newark. 
Samuel  H.  Hunt,  Newton. 
Rev.  Charles  Keyser,  Trenton. 
William  Nelson,  Paterson. 
Augustus  G.  Richey,  Trenton. 
Archibald  Parkhurst,  Newark. 
Rev.  Geo.  Sheldon,   D.D.,  Princeton. 
Rev.  J.  Howard  Suydam,  Jersey  City. 
Edward  H.  Stokes,  Trenton. 
"William  Whitty,  Newark. 


SELECTIONS    AND    CORRESPONDENCE. 

StUtti0ns  form  Camsptar*  an&  f 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  MAY  16,   1872. 
FROM  REV.  JOHN  WARD. 


BLOOMFI&D,  N.  J.,  JANUARY  23d,  1872. 
"W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ., 

DEAR  SIR: — Most  assuredly  I  do  accept  "the  membership"  as 
"  Resident  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,"  and  with 
thanks  too,  for  what  I  esteem  a  privilege  and  honor. 

Oar  emigrant  Forefathers  who  settled  the  "  Town  upon  Passaic 
River"  in  1666,  were  true  "Pilgrims"  as  were  their  predecessors  or 
ancestors,  who  settled  New  England  ;  their  persevering  endurance 
in  their  chosen  pioneer  life,  their  masterly  courage  and  honest  dealing 
with  the  Aborigines,  and  their  stern  but  tranquil  piety,  equaled  that 
of  the  early  Puritans  of  New  England  and  Old  England.  When  the 
New  Englanders  shall  forget  their  Forefathers,  and  Puritans  in  Old 
and  New  England,  and  the  personal,  civil,  and  religious  liberty  they 
loved  and  defended,  be  forgotten,  then  may  we  forget  our  pro- 
genitors who  were  of  them,  and  every  way  worthy  to  be  called  their 
children. 

The  Society  whose  objects  are  to  revive  and  preserve  the  memory 
of  such  men  and  their  doings,  is  directly  aiding  in  giving  liberty  in 
government  and  religion  to  the  human  race. 

God  speed  the  day  when  the  faith  and  liberty  they  loved  and 
practiced,  shall  be  the  possession  of  every  human  being ;  for  in  their 
extension  and  perpetuity,  shall  the  memory  of  our  Forefathers,  and 
their  honest  doings  on  the  banks  of  the  Passaic,  be  embalmed  and 
made  fragrant  forever. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOHN  WARD. 
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FROM  REV.  WM.  STEVENS  PERRY,  D.D. 

GENEVA,  N.  Y.,  JANUARY  22,  1872. 
MY  DEAR  MR.  WHITEHEAD  : 

Will  you  kindly  communicate  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society 
at  its  next  meeting,  my  very  grateful  acceptance  of  the  honor  done 
me  in  electing  me  to  Honorary  Membership.  To  the  collections  of 
the  Society,  I  have  already  been  much  indebted  in  the  prosecution 
of  historical  investigations ;  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be 
associated  with  its  members  in  their  labors  in  a  common  cause. 
I  am,  my  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours, 

WILLIAM  STEVENS  PERRY. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Cor.  Sec'y.  N.  J.  H.  Society. 


FROM  HON.  TEUNIS  G.  BERGEN. 

BAY  RIDGE,  KINGS  Co.,  N.  Y.;  JAN.  22,  1872. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  COR.  SEC'Y  N.  J.  H.  SOCIETY,    , 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  19th  inst,, 
informing  me  of  my  election  as  an  Honorary  Member  of  the  Now 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  As  an  humble  student  and  gleaner  of 
Historical  and  Genealogical  matter,  I  accept  the  honor  conferred, 
and  thank  the  Society  for  the  same.  Whatever  knowledge  I  possess 
or  may  hereafter  acquire,  throwing  light  upou  the  History  of  your 
State,  or  any  locality  therein,  I  will  place  at  your  disposal. 

If  I  may  be  allowed  to  make  a  suggestion  (for  which  pardon  me, 
as  you  may  be  already  so  acting,)  I  would  recommend  to  your 
Society  to  procure,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  copies  of  all 
the  early  church  records  in  your  State  (of  which  to  my  own  knowl- 
edge you  have  many,  and  interesting  ones  too,  at  that),  up,  say  to 
1800,  and  also  copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  gravestones,  to  the  same 
date.  These  are  all  perishable ;  the  church  records  of  which  there 
are  generally  no  copies,  are  liable  to  destruction  by  fire  and  other 
causes,  and  the  stones  crumble  and  perish.  Although  more  gcm'a- 
logical  than  historical,  yet  historically,  they  are  important  and  worthy 
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of  preservation  as  throwing  light  on  the  early  history  of  individuals, 
who  compose  the  neighborhood,  the  village,  township,  county  and 
State.  Were  these  all  brought  together  in  one  building,  it  Avould 
not  only  greatly  facilitate  examinations  to  those  studying  the  history 
of  families,  and  preserve  what  might  otherwise  be  lost,  but  would 
also  gratify  antiquaries  and  others. 

Yours  respectfully, 

TEUNIS  G.  BERGEN. 


FROM  CHAS.  WHITTLESEY,  ESQ., 
PRESIDENT  WESTERN  RESERVE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

WESTERN  RESERVE  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  ) 
CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  MAY  10,   1872.        j" 

WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ.,  Sedy.  Historical  Society,  Newark,  N. «/., 
DEAR  SIR  :  We  have  been  many  years  in  pursuit  of  an  official 
account  of  Col.  John  Bradstreet's  expedition  along  these  shores  in 
1764,  especially  of  his  return  in  October. 

He  suffered  a  defeat  or  some  serious  disaster  at  Rolsby  River, 
seven  miles  west  of  here,  about  the  20th  of  October,  and  a  portion 
of  the  prominent  troops,  of  which  New  Jersey  furnished  a  Company, 
were  obliged  to  return  by  land  along  the  shore,  suffering  intensely. 
His  official  report  is  not  at  London,  nor  has  it  ever  been  printed  to 
my  knowledge.  Can  you  put  us  on  the  track  of  this  paper,  or  any 
official  account  of  the  disaster  ? 

Yours  respectfully, 

CHARLES  WHITTLESEY. 
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ionations. 

ANNOUNCED  MAY  16,   1872. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — A  Discourse  pronounced 
by  the  President  of  the  Society,  John  William  Wallace,  on  the 
Inauguration  of  the  new  Hall,  March  11,  1872. 

From  the.  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Society 
to  the  Legislature,  for  1871. 

From  the  Iowa,  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa,  January,  1872. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society — The  New 
England  Historic  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  XXVI.  January 
and  April.  Proceedings  of  the  Society  at  the  Annual  Meeting, 
Jan.  3,  1872. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Transactions  of  the  Society, 
Vol.  XIV.  New  Series— Part  III.  1871. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  held  in  Worcester,  Oct.  21,  1871. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute.  Vol.  Ill,  Nos. 
8  to  12  inclusive. 

From  the  State  Treasurer — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  Journal  of  the  Sen- 
ate, Minutes  of  Assembly,  Legislative  Documents,  1871,  New 
Jersey  Law  Reports,  5th,  Vroom,  New  Jersey  Equity  Reports,  6th, 
Green,  Statutes  at  Large,  3d  Session,  41st  Congress,  .42d  Con- 
gress, 1st  Session,  1871. 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania- — Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  of  the  State,  with 
Report  of  the  General  Agent  and  Secretary.  Jan.  4,  1872. 

From  the  Superintendent — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  U.  S. 
Coast  Survey,  showing  the  progress  of  the  Survey  during  the 
year,  1868. 

From  the  Authors — Early  History  of  the  Palls  of  Schuykill,  Mana- 
yunk,  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  Navigation  Companies,  Fairniount 
Water  Works,  &c.  By  Charles  V.  Hagner. 


1 2  DONATIONS. 

First  and  Second  Annual  Reports  of  the  Geological  Survey  of 
Indiana,  for  1869  and  1870,  with  a  map.  By  E.  T.  Cox,  State 
Geologist. 

From  Wm.  Vanderpool — Report  of  the  Trial  of  Eunice  Hall  vs.  Robert 
Grant,  for  slander,  tried  in  June  Term,  1821,  Essex,  New  Jerse}', 
with  an  abridgement  of  the  Argument  of  Counsel,  and  an  Appendix. 

From  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodger s,  D.D. — Engraved  Portraits  of  Rev.  J. 
Kirkpatrick,  for  fifty  years,  Pastor  of  the  Amwell  Church,  New 
Jersey,  Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  of  the  Theological  Seminary, 
Princeton,  N.  J.,  and  Sarah  Sergeant,  daughter  of  Jona.  Dickin- 
son Sergeant,  and  wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller. 

From  William  Nelson — A  Map  of  the  World  in  1603,  Photographed 
from  a  small  quarto  entitled,  Mundus  Imperiorum,  &c.  Vrsellis, 
Anno,  1603. 

From  Wm.  A.  Whitehead — Journal  kept  on  board  His  Majesty's  Ship 
Chester,  from  March  26,  1746  to  May  11,  1747,  during  the  war  with 
France. 

Assessments  on  the  City  of  Perth  Amboy  in  1801,  1803 
and  1804. 

Account  of  Paupers   maintained  by  the  Township  of  "Wood- 
bridge  for  1797,  1798,  1799,  1800  and  1801. 
The  Spirit  of  Missions  (Prot.   Episc.  Church),  1868  and  1872. 

From  Daniel  0.  Scott — Laws  of  the  United  States  from  1789  to 
1799.  4  Vols. 

Laws  of  New  Jerse}r.     Paterson's  Rivision. 
Map  of  the  Progress  of  His  Majesty's  Armies  in  New  York,  dur- 
ing the  late  Campaign,  1776. 

The  American  Revolution  ;  written  in  the  Style  of  Ancient 
History.  Vol.  I 

The  Royal  Magazine  for  February,  1765.  The  Westminister 
Magazine,  for  Dec.,  1773.  The  Wonderful  Magazine,  for  Jan., 
1765.  The  Oxford  Magazine,  for  May,  1774. 

Proceedings  of  the  Members  of  the  Ancient  Church  of  Scot- 
land, representing  the  mode  of  administering  oaths,  1784.  London. 
New  Discoveries  concerning  the  World,  and  its  Inhabitants. 

The  Islanders  in  the  South  Sea,  &c.,  London.     1778. 
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Epigram niatum  Delectus  ex  orronibus,  &c.  1715.  L.  Annoei 
Seneca  et  aliorum  Traa>dice,  Oxoni.  1679. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Tattle,  D.D. — A  Historical  and  Statistical  Sketch  of 
the  Rail  Road  City.  A  Chronicle  of  its  Social,  Municipal,  Com- 
mercial and  Manufacturing  Progress,  with  full  Statistical  Tables. 
By  "W.  R.  Hollo  way.  Indianapolis,  1870.  .  , 

Home  Missionary  Life.  An  Autobiographical  Discourse,  by 
Rev.  Henry  Shedd,  delivered  in  Delaware,  Ohio,  April  5th,  1864. 

Proceedings  of  the  40th  Anniversary  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Mount  Gilead,  Nov.,  1871,  with  a  Sketch  of  the 
Early  History  of  the  Township  and  Village,  1871. 

Presbyterianism  North  of  the  Ohio.  A  Historical  Discourse, 
delivered  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  of  Cincinnati, 
April  9th,  1872,  the  5th  Anniversary  of  the  Presb}'tery  of  Cin- 
cinnati. By  Rev.  J.  G.  Montfort,  D.D. 

From  Daniel  T.  Clark— A.  Copy  of  "The  Records  of  Lands,  Wills, 
Deeds,  &c.,  of  the  Town  of  Newark,"  from  1666  to  1740. 

From  Rev.  R.  B.  Campfield — The  Psalms  of  David :  Boston.  Fourfold 
State,  Miscellaneous  Songs,  and  Duncan  Campbell's  New  Gaelic 
Song  Book,  Translations  used  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 

From  D.  A.  Hayes,  Esq — Cases  of  Contested  Elections  in  Congress 
from  1789  to  1834  inclusive.  Compiled  by  M.  St.  Clair  Clarke, 
and  D.  A.  Hall. 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  Treaties,  Regulations,  and  other 
Documents,  respecting  the  Public  Lands,  with  the  opinions  of 
the  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  relation  thereto,  from  March, 
1872  to  March,  1833  ;  Senate  Documents,  Executive  Documents 
and  Reports  of  Committees,  1st  and  2d  Session,  24th  Congress. 
25  Yols. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  United  States,  first 
Session,  24  Congress,  A  Digest  of  the  existing  Commercial 
Regulations  of  Foreign  Countries,  with  which  the  United  States 
have  intercourse,  as  far  as  they  can  be  ascertained,  1833  and 
1836.  3  Vols. 

Appendix  to  Senate  Journal,  New  Jersey,  1859. 
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Minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  for  1858 
and  1859,  Documents  of  the  Assembly  of  New  York,  1851, 
No's.  91  to  131,  inclusive. 

From  John  C.  Suffern — Bybel,  dat  is  Do  Gansche  H.  Scrift, 
&c.,  en  Nieumen  Testaments.  Te  Gorinchem  Stads  druckker. 
MDGCXLVIII. 

From  Col.  R.  S.  Swords — Proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  National  Board  of  Trade  in  St.  Louis,  Dec.,  1871. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  for  the  year  1871,  with  Map. 

From  Thomas  Stewnrdson — Decisions  in  Chancery  of  New  Jersey, 
in  case  of  Shotwell,  Complainant,  and  Hendrickson  and  Decow, 
Defendants. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  Historical  Record  and  Repertory 
of  Notes -and  Queries  concerning  the  History  and  Antiquities  of 
America,  and  Biography  of  Americans.  Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing. 
The  New  York  Observer  Year  Books,  1871,  1872. 
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HON.  JOEL  PARKER,   GOVERNOR  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 


BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY, 
May  16th,   1872. 


EARLY  HISTORY  OF  MONMOUTH  COUNTY. 


It  is  astonishing  to  find  so  little  information  in  reference  to  the 
early  history  of  New  Jersey.  Many  of  her  own  citizens  seem  to 
think  that  her  existence  commenced  with  the  American  revolution 
Our  children  are  carefully  tanght  ancient  and  modern  transatlantic 
history,  but  few  can  repeat  the  names  of  those  who  filled  the  guber- 
natorial chair  of  their  own  state  since  the  revolution,  and  are  en  tire1  v 
ignorant  of  the  administrations  of  those  who  occupied  that  station 
while  she  was  a  province  or  colony. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  is  laboring  to  dispel  this  ignor- 
ance of  ourselves.  A  few  devoted  men .  have  placed  the  people  of 
this  State  under  obligations,  which  in  the  future  will  be  recognized 
with  gratitude. 

The  land  now  called  New  Jersey,  was  discovered  by  Europeans,  in 
the  year  1497.  In  that  year  Sebastian  Cabot,  having  touched  at 
New  Foundland,  sailed  along  the  shores  of  New  England  and  New 
Jersey,  but  without  landing  put  to  sea,  and  returned  to  England. 
The  news  of  the  discovery  excited  interest  in  Europe,  yet  for  more 
than  a  century  thereafter,  this  part  of  the  American  continent 
remained  untouched  by  the  foot  of  civilized  man. 

On  the  third  day  of  September,  1G09,  the  natives  who  lived  in 
what  is  now  the  county  of  Monmouth,  discovered  a  ship  bearing 
toward  the  shore-  It  was  the  "  Half  Moon,"  commanded  by  Hendrick 
Hudson,  who  was  then  in  the  service  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company. 
The  vessel  anchored  in  Raritan  Bay,  while  Hudson  and  his  crew 
landed  near  Sandy  Hook,  and  penetrated  several  miles  into  the  coun- 
try. Here,  in  the  ornate  language  of  a  modern  writer,  "sombre 
''  forests  then  shed  a  melancholy  grandeur  over  the  useless  magnifi- 
•'  cence  <5f  nature,  and  hid  in  their  deep  shades  the  rich  soil  which  the 

sun  had  never  warmed.     The  men  who  occupied  the  soil  were  wild 
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"as  the  savage  scene,  in  harmony  with  the  rude  nature  by  which 
"  they  were  surrounded, — the  bark  of  the  birch  their  canoe,  and 
"  strings  of  shells  their  ornaments,  their  records  and  their  coin-"  The 
journal  of  Hudson,  with  greater  plainness,  states  "that  they  saw 
"  great  store  of  very  goodly  oaks,  and  found  grapes,  beaver  and  otter 
"skins,  and  indian  wheat;  the  indians  well  disposed,  some  with  man- 
"  ties  o'f  feathers,  aud  others  dressed  in  skins  of  divers  sorts  of  good 
"  furs." 

In  all  these  middle  states,  now  teeming  with  millions  of  enlightened 
people,  the  spot  on  which  the  eyes  of  civilized  men  first  rested,  or 
their  feet  first  trod,  was  in  what  is  now  called  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth. 

Hudson  soon  left  his  first  landing  place,  and  proceeding  through 
the  narrows,  sailed  past  the  island  of  Manhattan,  a  short  distance  up 
the  river  which  now  bears  his  name.  Soon  after  this,  settlements 
were  made  on  that  island,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  a  few 
adventurers  ventured'as  far  south  as  Navesink  and  Shrewsbury,  but 
of  the  number  and  history  of  these  we  have  but  a  meagre  and  not 
authentic  account. 

The  operations  of  the  Dutch  on  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Manhattan 
Island,  at  length  attracted  the  attention  of  the  English  government. 
On  the  sixteenth  of  March,  1663  (old  style),  King  Charles  the  Sec- 
ond claiming  the  country  by  virtue  of  Cabot's  discovery,  granted  by 
patent  the  territory  and  government  of  what  now  constitutes  the 
states  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  to  his  brother  James  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  proceeded  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  grant.  He 
fitted  out  a  fleet  under  command  of  Sir  Robert  Carr,  who,  aided  by 
the  land  forces  under  Colonel  Nichols  in  the  year  1664  captured  the 
fort  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  with  its  fall  Governor  Stuyvesant  sur- 
rendered the  country,  including  the  present  states  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  to  the  dominion  of  the  conquerors ;  and  thus  the  Dutch, 
who  had  endured  the  privations  und  hardships  attending  the  planting 
of  a  new  colony,  were  dispossessed  of  their  territory  and  government. 
The  surrender  was  made  on  liberal  terms,  and  most  of  the  Dutch 
settlers  remained  in  the  province  of  New  Jersey. 

On  the  second  day  of  April,  1664,  the  Duke  of  York  gave  to  Col. 
Nicol  Is  a  commission  as  Deputy  Governor,  which  in  express  language 
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authorized  him  ''to  perform  and  execute  all  and  every  the  powers 
which  were,  by  the  letters  patent  from  the  King  to  the  Duke,  granted 
to  the  Duke."*  Among  other  powers  thus  given,  was  that  of  con 
veying  lands,  and  establishing  government  over  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same;  and  on  the  eighth  day  of  April,  1665,  by  the  title  of 
"Governor  under  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York,  of  all  his 
.territories  in  America,"  he  granted  by  patent  to  William  Goulding 
and  others,  patentees,  and  their  associates,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns,  a  large  tract  of  land  near  Sandy  Point,  and  lying  along  Rari- 
tan  Bay  and  the  sea-shore,  within  which  were  the  old  townships  of 
Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  embracing  the  necks  of  land  called 
Navesink,  Narumsum,  and  Portipeck.  This  patent  recites,  that  tin1 
said  tract  had  been  bought  by  the  patentees  from  the  Indian  sachems, 
according  to  the  printed  terms  of  Nicolls  previously  published.  It 
also  provides  that  the  said  patentees  and  their  associates  should, 
within  three  years  from  the  date  of  their  patent,  manure  and  plant 
the  lands,  and  settle  there  one  hundred  families  at  least,  and  be  free 
from  rents,  estovers,  excise  tax  or  levy,  for  seven  years,  and  after 
that  to  pay  the  same  as  others.  It  also  gives  the  liberty  of  self- 
government,  b}-  providing  that  the  inhabitants  should  elect  by  the 
votes  of  the  major  part,  five  or  seven  persons  of  the  eldest  and  dis: 
creetest  to  join  with  the  patentees,  ''  to  make  such  rules  and  pru- 
dential laws  and  constitutions  among  the  inhabitants,  for  the  better 
and  more  orderly  governing  of  them,"  and  to  try  cases  of  a  civil 
nature  under  a  certain  sum,  all  criminal  matters  to  be  remitted  to  the 
assize  in  New  York.f 

I  have  been  particular  in  stating  the  terms  of  this  grant  from 
Colonel  Nicolls,  commonly  called  "The  Monmouth  Patent,"  because 
it  authorized  and  put  in  operation  the  first  local  government  in  Now 
Jersey  of  which,  we  have  any  authentic  record ;  and  also  because  it 
and  the  grant  of  Nicolls  to  the  Elizabethtown  settlers  caused  the 
difficulties  in  the  province  which  led  to  what  has  been  called  the 
''Provincial  Revolution,"  and  ended  in  the  surrender  of  the  propri- 
etary government  of  East  and  West  Jersey  to  the  Crown  in  170'J. 


*  See  Note  1.  t  See  Note  2. 
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The  patentees  and  their  associates  soon  settled  on  the  tract,  princi- 
pally at  Middletown,  Shrewsbury,  and  Portland  Point,  These  towns 
were  laid  out  in  lots  called  home  or  house  lots,  on  each  of  which  a 
house  was  built.  The  outlands  of  each  inhabitant  consisted  of  a 
greater  quantity  of  upland  and  meadow,  lying  some  distance  from  the 
town,  on  which  he  labored  during  the  day,  returning  at  night  within 
the  protection  of  the  fortification,  erected  in  the  settlement  to  guard 
against  the  Indians. 

In  June,  1667,  a  legislature,  composed  of  the  Deputies  from  Mid- 
dletown, Shrewsbury  and  Portland  Point,  convened  at  Portland 
Point,  now  called  the  Highlands  of  Navesink.  This,  the  first 
legislature  that  assembled  in  New  Jersey,  met  nearly  a  year  before 
the  Governor  Council,  and  representatives  of  the  other  towns  of 
the  province  assembled  at  Elizabethtown.  It  was  organized  under 
the  broad  authority  of  the  Nicolls  patent,  and  continued  to  meet  at 
Portland  Point,  as  a  body  distinct  from,  and  independent  of,  the  pro- 
prietor's government,  for  many  years.  The  records  of  this  legislature 
have  been  preserved.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  law-making  body, 
a  court,  and  a  board  of  land-proprietors  combined,  and  was  designated 
in  its  proceedings  as  "  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Patentees  and 
Deputies."  * 

Besides  this  representative  body,  the  people  of  each  town  had  its 
distinct  local  government.  This  was  a  pure  democracy,  all  proceed- 
ings affecting  the  interests-  of  each  particular  town,  being  had  before 
the  people  assembled  in  town. meeting,  by  a  viva-voce  vote.  The  first 
town-book  of  one  of  these  communities  is  in  my  possession.  The  first 
record  is  in  1667,  and  it  continues  almost  to  the  year  1700.  This  is 
perhaps  the  most  interesting  ancient  historical  document  in  the  state.f 
There  are  many  pages  of  the  book  to  which  I  would  gladly  refer  if 
time  would  permit,  but  in  this  paper  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  part 
the  towns  of  Monmouth  took  in  the  provincial  revolution,  and  in 
events  leading  thereto,  extending  from  1668  to  the  surrender.  In 
this  town-book  is  found  matter  in  reference  thereto  which  has  never 
been  published,  and  which,  with  the  fragmentary  information  on  the 


*  See  NotcjS.  t  Sec  Note  4. 
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subject  we  before  had,  will  complete  the  history  of  that  controversy 
which  agitated  the  province  for  many  years,  and  concerning  which  so 
little  has  heretofore  been  known.  As  this  protracted  controversy 
produced  a  change  of  government,  in  the  surrender  to  the  Crown,  the 
information  here  obtained  is  important  in  a  historical  point  of  view. 
The  object  of  this  paper  will  be  to  show  the  part  the  early  settlers  of 
Monmouth  took  in  the  provincial  revolution. 

The  question  which  agitated  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury,  was  one  of  title  to  their  lands.  The  same  question 
affected  other  portions  of  the  province,  and  produced  such  dissatisfac- 
tion and  disorder,  that  the  proprietors  finally  were  obliged  to  surren- 
der the  government. 

The  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York  to  Berkley  and  Carteret  was 
prior  to  that  from  Nieolls  to  the  patentees,  but  at  the  date  of  the 
Monmouth  patent,  neither  Nieolls  nor  the  patentees  had  notice  of 
the  Duke's  grant.  Nieolls  had  authority  to  grant,  and  promised  the 
patent  to  those  who  should  settle  in  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  if 
they  would  first  extinguish  the  Indian  title.  This  they  did,  received 
their  patent,  and  had  it  recorded  previous  to  notice  that  the 
Duke  hud  conveyed  to  the  proprietors.  From  these  conflicting  titles 
proceeded  the  trouble  and  contention  that  followed.  The  proprietors 
insisted  not  only  upon  the  right  of  government  over  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  o£  Monmouth,  but  also  claimed  title  to  the  soil,  and 
demanded  taxes  and  quit-rents.  The  inhabitants  of  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury  were  willing  to  submit  to  the  government  of  the  propri- 
etors, but  denied  their  title  to  the  lands  included  in  the  patent  from 
Nieolls. 

The  first  Assembly  under  the  proprietors,  convened  at  Elizabeth- 
town  in  May,  1668,  and  it  appears  by  the  proceedings,  that  James 
Grover  and  John  Bowne  claimed  to  be  Deputies  for  Middletown  and 
Shrewsbury,  and  took  the  oath.  This  has  always  been  construed  as  an 
acknowledgement  by  the  towns  of  the  right  of  the  proprietors,  not  only 
to  the  government,  but  also  to  the  soil.  It  appears,  however,  by  the 
town-book  of  Middletown,  that  the  inhabitants  at  the  next  town-meeting 
hastened  to  repudiate  Grover  and  Bowne,  and  to  deny  that  they  were 
ever  chosen  representatives.  This  is  an  important  fact,  for  their  partici- 
pation in  the  proceedings  of  the  first  Assembly  at  Elizabethtown,  and 
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voting  for  the  rates  to  be  levied,  was  made  a  strong  point  against  the 
patentees  in  the  controversy  that  followed,  and  was  taken  by  the  As- 
seifbly  as  an  acknowledgement  of  the  proprietors'  title.  The  entry  in 
the  town-book  is  as  follows  :  "October  28,  1668.  In  a  legall  towne 
"  meeting,  it  was  ordered  that  this  following  declaration  shall  bee  sent 
"by  the  Deputies  to  the  General  Assembly:  Wee,  the  freeholders, 
"for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Governour  and  Counsell  declare,  that 
"whereas  certaine  men,  (by  name)  James  Grover  and  John  Bowne, 
"apearing  as  Deputies  to  act  in  the  countrey's  behalfe;  this  wee 
"declare,  that  the  men  were  not  Legally  chosen,  according  to  summons, 
"it  being  nott  published  in  any  part  of  the  countrey  till  the  night 
"before  being  the  24th  of  May.  The  inhabitants  being  maney  and 
"setled  neere  twenty  miles  distance,  could  nott  be  ghathered 
"  toghether  a.s  above  said ;  yet  it  apears  that  some  few  to  whom  the 
"  summons  first  came,  made  choyce  of  them  unknown  to  the  major 
"  part  of  the  countrey,  who  had  noe  hand  in  the  choyce,  nor  knew  not 
"of  their  going  till  they  were  gone;  and  this  wee  declare  to  the 
"  Governour  and  Counsell,  conceiving  under  correction :  that  we  are 
"  not  at  all  obliged  to  stand  to  their  acting,  the  choyce  being  soe  ille- 
"  gal,  being  fearefull  to  act  anything  that  might  infringe  or  violate  any 
"of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent ;  and  this  is  our  result, 
"  that  wee  desire  our  Deputies  to  present  to  the  Governour  and  Coun- 
"  sell  for  their  satisfaction,  that  it  was  neither  contempt  nor  obstinacy, 
"  nor  willfull  on  our  parts,  that  the  choyce  was  not  legall  according 
"to  the  summons.  Testis.  James  Grover,  Town  Clarke." 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen,  that  while  they  denied  the  legality 
of  the"  election  of  Grover  and  Bowne,  they  were  not  unwilling  to  elect 
Deputies  in  a  legal  manner,  provided  (as  it  appears  afterwards)  their 
representatives  should  not  be  obliged  to  take  an  oath  that  would  com- 
promise their  patent.  Upon  examining  the  town-book,  it  appears 
that  neither  Grover  nor  Bowne  had  been  chosen,  as  there  is  no  entry 
to  that  effect.  Neither'had  Shrewsbury  sent  delegates  to  Elizabeth- 
town,  but  the  Middletown  men  had  assumed  to  act  for  Shrewsbury. 

The  town-meeting  of  October  28,  1668,  also  passed  the  following: 
"  The  inhabitants  taking  into  consideration  the  liberties  and  privileges 
"  granted  by  pattent,  and  fearing  to  have  their  Deputies  any  way 
"involved  under  any  oath,  engagement,  or  subscription  whereby  any 
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"  prejudice  or  infringement  may  come  upon  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges thereof,  doe  hereby  order  and  enact,  and  by  these  presents  it 
"  is  ordered  and  enacted.  That  this  following  proviso  shall  be  pre- 
"  sented  to  the  Governor  and  Counsell,  desiring  to  have  it  inserted 
"  either  in  the  oath,  engagement,  or  subscription,  viz:  provided  that 
"  noe  law,  or  act,  or  command  wch  is  or  may  bee  made,  acted  or 
"  commanded,  may  any  way  be  forceible  against  the  liberties  and  privi- 
"  leges  of  your  patent.  It  is  further  ordered  that  if  the  Governour 
"  and  Counsell  please  not  to  admitt  of  the  proviso  in  the  oath,  engage- 
"  ment,  or  submission,  that  then  the  Deputies  shall  refuse  either  to 
"  engage,  promise,  or  subscribe." 

This  was  rank  rebellion,  and  in  a  community  consisting  of  about 
five  hundred  souls,  it  was  bold  and  perilous. 

On  the  first  of  November,  1668,  it  is  recorded  that  "  in  legal  town- 
"  meeting,  Jonathan  Hulmes  and  Edward  Tart  were  this  day,  by  the 
"  pluralities  of  votes,  chosen  Deputies  to  act  with  the  General  Assem- 
"  bly  at  Elizabethtown." 

On  the  third  day  of  November,  1668,  the  Assembly  met  at  Eliza- 
bethtown, and  Jonathan  Hulmes  and  Edward  Tart  for  Middletown, 
and  Thomas  Wintertown  and  John  Hans  for  Shrewsbury,  appeared. 
The  entry  in  the  minutes,  as  found  in  Learning  and  Spicer,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  Deputies  for  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  refusing  tq 
"  take  or  subscribe  to  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelity  but  with 
"  provisoes,  and  not  submitting  to  the  laws  and  government,  were 
"  dismissed." 

At  the  May  session  of  1668,  a  law  had  been  passed  by  the  Eliza- 
bethtown Assembly  levying  a  tax  of  five  pounds  on  each  town.  The 
towns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  refused  to  pay  this  rate  because 
the  Nicolls  patent  exempted  from  taxes  for  seven  years.  This 
refusal,  together  with  the  conduct  of  their  representatives  in  declining 
to  take  the  oath  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  November,  1668,  called 
for  prompt  and  decisive  action  on  the  part  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, and  the  following  act  was  passed,  viz:  "  Item.  Whereas  there 
"  was  an  act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the  thirtieth  day  of  May 
"  last,  for  a  rate  of  thirty  pounds  to  be  raised  upon  the  county  for  the 
"defraying  of  public  charge,  equally  to  be  laid  upon  the  towns  then 
"in  being,  viz:  the  towns  of  Bergen,  Elizabethtown,  Newark  upon 


24  EARLY    HISTOfcY    OP  • 

"  Pishawack  river,  Woodbridge,  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  that  is 
"  to  say  five  pounds  on  each  town.  Now  the  major  part  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  refusing  to  pay  the  same, 
"  contrary  to  the  consent  and  act  of  their  own  Deputies,  and  likewise 
"refuse  to  submit  to  the  laws  of  this  government.  It  is  hereby 
"enacted  by  the  present  General  Assembly,  that  Mr.  Luke  Watson 
"  and  Mr.  Samuel  Moore  shall  go  and  demand  the  aforesaid  rate  of  five 
"  pounds  from  each  town,  together  with  forty  shillings  more  from  each  of 
"  said  towns,  which  is  their  just  proportion  of  the  rate  of  twelve  pounds 
"  now  made  by  this  present  General  Assembly  for  the  defraying  of  pub- 
"  lie  charges,  which  if  they  refuse  to  pay,  the  said  Luke  Watson  and 
"  Samuel  Moore  to  take  by  way  of  distress,  together  with  the  charges 
"  and  expenses  the  country  is  and  shall  be  at  for  their  obstinate  refusal 
"of  paying  their  just  dues  according -to  law,  and  for  so  doing,  the 
"  General  Assembly  doth  undertake  to  save  them  harmless.  It  is 
"  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  Luke  Watson  and 
"  Samuel  Moore,  aforesaid,  do  demand  the  positive  resolution  of  the 
"  inhabitants,  or  the  major  part  of  them  of  the  said  towns,  whether  or 
"  no  they  will  submit  to  the  laws  and  government  of  this  province, 
"  under  the  Right  Honorable  John  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George 
"Carteret,  Knight  and  Baronet,  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors  of 
"  the  same,  according  to  His  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York's 
"grant,  upon  which  answer  the  General  Assembly  will  proceed 
"  accordingly."  ^ 

This  was  a  terrible  missile  to  hurl  at  the  weak  and  defenceless 
towns,  but  they  appear  not  to  have  been  disturbed  by  the  high  sound- 
ing phrases  of  the  enactment.  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore 
were  Woodbridge  men  of  some  note,  the  latter  afterwards  being  the 
Treasurer  of  the  province.  They  were  not  very  prompt  in  perform- 
ing their  duties  under  the  act,  probably  from  fear  of  encountering  the 
rebels  of  the  two  revolting  towns. 

We  obtain  no  information  of  the  result  of  this  unpleasantness  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Proprietors'  Legislature,  for  none  have  been  pub- 
lished between  the  years  1668  and  1675,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  that 
body  transacted  any  business  between  those  dates ;  and  we  must 
rely  on  the  old  town-book  for  the  subsequent  steps  in  the  contro- 
versy. 
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In  February,  1668  (old  style V  the  following  significant  entry,  bid- 
ding defiance  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  preparing  to  defend  their 
patent,  was  made : 

"  In  a  legall  towne  meeting,  ffor  future  security  of  the  goods  and 
"'cattle  that  belongs  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  towne,  it  is  hereby 
"  ordered  and  agreed  upon,  that  every  inhabitant  is  jointly  enjoyned 
"to  give  their  assistance  to  secure  the  goods  of  every  particular 
-  inhabitant  from  any  one  that  shall  attempt  to  take  or  cary  anything 
"  out  of  the  towne  Tinder  what  couler  soever;  and  it  is  further  ordered, 
"  that  every  particular  inhabitant  shall  make  their  appearance  at  all 
"  demands  or  warning  by  the  constable  or  other  authorized  by  him  to 
"meet  anywhere  in  the  towne,  upon  penalty  of  five  pounds  for  uoir 
"  apearance  or  non-asistance ;  and  it  is  likewise  ordered  and  agreed 
"  upon  by  the  inhabitants,  that  if  am-  one  being  an  inhabitant  shall 
"  come  or  fall  into  any  trouble  about  anything  concerning  the  premises 
"  above  specified,  or  shall  be  called  by  virtue  of  any  writt  or  warrant  to 
"apeare  bofore  any  Gouvernour  or  Court  upon  the  same  account  of 
"such  apearance  or  such  asistance,  that  every  such  inhabitant  shall 
"have  his  time  and  expences  discharged  by  the  towne,  and  his 
"  domestick  business  goe  forward  all  the  time  of  his  absence,  and 
'•  these  orders  to  stand  forcible  till  {further  order.  Ordered  to  be 
"  entered  and  subscribed  by  the  major  part  of  the  towne." 

This  meant  resistance  by  force  to  the  collection  of  the  rates  by 
distraint.  The  five  pounds  was  a  small  sum  for  the  town  to  pay,  but 
there  was  a  principle  involved.  Many  a  war  between  nations  has 
grown  out  of  a  circumstance  apparently  as  small  and  unimportant. 
The  American  revolution  originated  from  a  claim  to  tax  a  few  pounds 
of  tea. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  order  last  cited  was  directed  to  be 
signed  by  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  a  declaration  of  their 
rights,  and  an  alliance  defensive  to  stand  or  fall  together,  It  was  a 
solemn  agreement  to  provide  for  the  families  of  those  who  might  suf- 
fer for  the  public  good.  On  the  same  day,  James  Ashton,  Jonathan 
Holmes,  Richard  Gibbcns,  Richard  Stout,  William  Lawrence  and 
Edmund  Tartt,  were  ordered  to  give  answer  to  the  Governor's  men 
in  the  town's  behalf,  and  that  the  Clark  sign  and  seal  the  same  writ- 
ing, to  be  sent  to  the  Governor.  The  town  meeting  at  the  same 
4 
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time  resolved,  that  the  Clark  at  present  shall  receive  the  laws  from 
the  Governor's  messengers,  viz :  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore, 
•and  upon  receipt  shall  declare  that  the  town  receives  them  for  their 
own  security  only ;  and  it  was  likewise  ordered  that  "no  inhabitant 
"shall  be  seized  upon,  or  carried  by  violence  out  of  the  towne,  until 
•'the  towne  sees  further."  On  the  same  day  another  entry  was  made 
by  the  town  Clerk,  as  follows,  viz  :  "  For  as  much  as  Luke  Watson 
"and  Samuell  Moore,  the  Gouvernour's  mesingers,  doe  command  us 
"  to  aid  and  assist  you  in  taking  distraint  of  goods  from  the  inhabi- 
"tants  of  Middleton  to  discharge  levies  levied  upon  them,  This  wee 
"declare:  That  wee  own  Captain  Phillip  Cartaret  to  be  our  Gouver- 
"  nour,  whose  lawfull,  good  and  just  commands  wee  shall  and  will 
"  obey  in  all  things  not  for  wrath,  but  for  Conscience  sake  towards 
"  God,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent  only  maintained  in 
"  full  and  ample  manner ;  but  for  as  much  as  the  Gouvernour  has 
"  sent  yee  to  take  a  distraint  of  goods  from  a  people  that  as  yet  are  nott 
"submitted  to  him,  (if  the  act  of  the  General  Assembly  did  not  hold 
"forth  soe  much,  we  would  not  say  so),  though  the  same  people  will  be 
"  read)'  to  yield  true  submission  to  him,  their  Gouvernour,  in  all  things 
"good  and  lawful,  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  their  pattent  only 
"  maintained  ;  wee  say,  for  as  much  as  he  hath  sent  yee  to  take  dis- 
"  train t  of  their  goods,  as  in  our  consciences  wee  judge  not  to  bee  just, 
"  for  how  can  anything  be  due  from  any  man  or  people  who  are  not 
"  submitted ;  wee  shall  be  passive  hero  in  refusing  either  aide  or 
"  assistance  to  yee  in  the  distraynt." 

On  the  seventeenth 'day  of  March,  1 668-9,  at  a  legal  town  meeting, 
the  major  "part  being  present,  it  was  put  to  vote  concerning  that  part 
of  the  act  which  required  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore  to  demand 
the  positive  resolution  of  the  town  of  submission  to  the  government 
of  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors,  and  it  was  unanimously  resolved, 
that  the  following  shall  be  the  positive  resolution,  and  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  General  Assembly.  This  document  is  long,  but  as  it 
sets  out  fully  the  case  of  the  inhabitants  who  held  under  the  Nichols 
patent,  and  as  it  has  never  been  published,  I  will  read  it. 

"March  17,  1668-9.  In  a  legall  towne  meeting,  the  major  part 
"being  present,  it  was  this  day  putt  to  the  vote  concerning  answear- 
"  ing  the  demand  of  Luke  Watson  and  Samuel  Moore,  who  were 
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'•authorized  by  the  General  Assembly  to  demand  our  positive  reso- 
lution of  submission  to  the  government  of  the  absolute  Lords  Pro- 
prietors, as  sayeth  the  Act  bearing  date  the  seventh  of  November, 
"it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  this  following  act  shall  be  our  posi- 
"  tive  resolution,  and  shall  be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly. 
"  viz  : 

"  That  if  the  oath  of  alleagance  to  our  Sovereign  Lord,  the  King. 
"  and  fidelity  to  the  Lords  Proprietors'  interest,  bee  the  submission 
"  intended  in  the  act,  this  is  our  result :  that  as  true  loyal  subjects 
"to  the  King,  we  are  ready  at  all  demands  either  to  engage,  swear. 
"  or  subscribe  all  true  alleagance  to  his  Royal  Majesty  of  England,  as 
"in  duty  bound,  either  before  the  Gouvernour,  or  any  other  minister 
"  of  justice  authorized  by  him  to  administer  the  same,  without  any 
"  equivocation  or  mentall  reservation,  as  true  loiall  subjects  ought  to 
"  doe ;  and  this  wee  will  performe  absolutely  * 

"  As  to  the  Lords  Proprietors'  interest,  it  being  anew,  unheard  of 
''thing  to  us,  and  soe  obscure  to  us  that  at  present  we  are  ignorant 
"  what  it  is;  yet  as  men  not  void  of  judgement,  knowing  right  well 
"  that  all  oaths,  engagements,  or  subscriptions  ought  to  be  adminis- 
"  tered  in  truth,  in  righteousness,  and  in  judgment,  upon  which  con- 
"sideration  wee  are  nott  willing  to  sweare  to  (wee  know  not  what), 
"yet  by  what  hath  been  presented  and  come  to  our  hands  from  the 
"  Gouvernour  at  several  times,  viz  :  an  order  or  law  came  in  the 
''year  1666,  prohibiting  any  from  selling  wine  to  the  Indians,  under 
"  great  penalty,  though  it  seems  now  that  above  the  quantity  of  two 
"  gallons  may  be  tollerated  by  a  law.  '2d.  Warrants  coming  to  our 
"  hands,  nott  in  His  Majesties  name,  but  in  the  Lords  Proprietors' 
"  name,  being  such  a  name  as  wee  simple  creatures  never  heard  of 
"  before.  3d.  An  account  that  our  Deputies  gave  us.  being  returned 
"  from  the  General  Assembly  held  in  November  last,  who  informed 
"  us  that  the  hounoured  Gouvernour  told  them  (speaking  concerning 
"  their  patent)  that  notwithstanding  your  pattent,  said  hee.  yett  new 
"  Lords  must  now  have  new  lawes,  and  further  they  declared  to  us 
"that  the  Gouvernour  tould  them  that  Gouvernour  Nicolls  could 
"  not  give  away  his  master's  land,  and  further  said  that  when  your 
"  pattent  was  in  granting,  that  Captaine  James  Bullen,  my  Secretary, 
"putt  in  his  caveat,  and  soe  put  a  stop  to  it,  Captaine  Bullen  then 
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"affirming  the  same.  4th.  An  order  coming  from  the  Gouver- 
"nour  and  Counsell,  bearing  date  the  first  of  March,  '68,  prohibiting 
the  townes  of  Middleton  and  Shrewsbury  from  electing  any  officer,  or 
"  any  officer  from  executing  any  office,  upon  penalty  of  being  pro- 
"  ceeded  against  as  mutineers.  6th.  An  Act  of  the  General  Assembly, 
"stiling  (the  Right  Honorable  John  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George 
"  Carteret)  the  absolute  Lords  Proprietors 

"By  all  wch,  wee  conceive:  that  the  Lords  proprietors  interest  is  :: 
"not  only:  the  absolute  sovereignty:  from  wc"  all  laws  must  be 
"given:  but  allsoe:  the  absolute  propriety:  from  wch  all  hinds 
"  must  bee  holden  :  (wee  say)  if  this  bee  the  interest  soe  specified  in 
"  Gouvernour's  late  order  :  and  intended  in  the  oath  :  and  in  parte 
"  the  submission  demanded  by  the  Act. 

''  This  is  our  result:  wee  having  received  a  patten t  from  his  Roiall 
"  highness  the  Duke  of  York's  Deputy  :  owning  us  :  nott  only  to  have 
"purchased  our.  lands  from  the  Chief  Proprietors  of  the  countrey: 
" but  allsoe  impowering  us  to  give  prudential]  lawes  to  ourselves: 
"  both  for  our  own  safety :  and  our  well  being ::  and  should  wee  submit 
"  to  the  interest  soe  farre :  as  by  either  engaging :  swearing :  or  sub- 
"  scribing  to  the  lawes  of  the  government  under  the  Lords  proprietors 
'k  how  contrary  and  prejudiciall  to  our  present  safety,  as  witness  a 
•"  law  made  the  last  Generall  Assembly:  giving  liberty  to  sell  wine 
"  to  the  Indians  :  wcl'  Liberty  tends  merely  to  our  destruction,  many 
"  sad  former  experiences  have  wo  had  among  us  witnessing  the  same  : 
•'  it  being  a  Liberty  soe  cantrary  to  the  lawes  of  New  Yorke  from 
"whence  our  patient  had  its  originall:  and  besides,  our  pattent  giv- 
"  ing  us  such  liberty  as  giving  lawes  to  ourselves  how  are  wee  bound 
"to  take  lawes  from  the  goverment  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  (crimi- 
" nails  and  apeals  exqepted)  by  woh  it  is  manifest:  that  neither  the 
"  Lords  proprietors  nor  the  Generall  Assembly  can  in  the  leaste 
"  breake  our  liberties  and  privileges :  but  wee  ourselves  will  bee  found 
"to  bee  self- violators  of  them  in  submitting  by  swearing^to  snch  an 
"  interest :  as  wee  are  not  bound  to  :  besides  at  present  noe  provision 
"being  made  by  the  Lords  proprietors'  government  for  the  conserva- 
"  tion  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  our  pattent  they  are  liable  to 
"  bee  infringed  upon  by  such  acts  wch  are  resolved  by  the  major  vote 
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"  of  the  generall  assembly :  then  how  should  wee  submit  by  swear- 
"  ing  to  the  lawes  of  the  goverment :  and  nott  bee  guilty  of  self- viola- 
tion of  our  patient  ourselves.  * 

"  And  forasmuch  as  they  are  stiled  the  absolute  Lords  proprietors 
"  ffrorn  hence  it  absolutely  granted  and  necessarily  followeth  that  all 
"  such  inhabitants  as  lives  upon  this  propriety :  are  absolute  ten 
"mints  to  the  lords  to  the  Lords  proprietors  :  and  by  virtue  of  this 
"  their  submission  :  by  oath  to  their  interest  -  are  irrecoverably 
"  involved  to  pay  such  Lords  rents :  as  will  answer  the  interest  to 
"  \vch  they  have  sworne :  and  should  wee  submit  to  the  interest  so 
"farreas  by  swearing  thereunto:  having  a  propriety  of  land  nott 
"  onely  purchased  from  the  Chief  Proprietors  of  the  Countrey :  viz. 
"  the  Indians :  but  alsoe  granted  unto  us  by  the  Deputy  to  his  Roy- 
•'all  highnes  the  duke  of  Yorke  (wch  apears  under  hand  and  seal) :  it 
'•  would  be  an  act  beneath  the  wisdome  of  the  owners  of  such  a  pat- 
"tent:  and  herein  Avee  should  apeare  to  bee  self- violators  of  our  pat- 
"  tent  ourselves  :  and  for  as  much  as  the  Lords  Proprietors  rents 
"  from  such  inhabitants  as  lives  upon  the  propriety  apears  in  the  con- 
fessions: viz.  a  half  penny  an  acre  at  least:  should  wee  submit  soe 
'•  farre  to  the  interest  by  swearing  :  whose  acknowledgments  by  vir- 
"tue  of  pattent  to  his  Royall  Highness:  have  their  depcndancy  upon 
"  such  payment  as  others  his  majesties  subjects,  doe  in  the  goverment 
"•of  N"ew  Yorke  to  his  Royall  Highnes  :  it  would  be  an  act  as  wee 
"conceive  wcl1  would  bee  a  dishonner  to  him  that  gave  it: 

"  Herein  wee  should  apearo  to  be  self- violators  of  our  pattent  our- 
" selves:  but  for  as  much  as  there  is  an  assignement  made  by  his 
"  Royall  Highnes  to  the  Lords  proprietors  of  such  a  tract  of  land  in 
u  wch  our  pattent  may  bee  comprehended :  wee  looke  at  ourselves  to 
"  be  (notoriely)  responsible  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  :  in  all  such 
"acknowledgments  as  others  his  majesties  subjects  doe:  in  the  gov- 
"  erment  of  New  Yorke  to  his  Royall  highness :  (butt  alsoe)  to  trans- 
"  mitt  all  criminalls  arising  amongst  ourselves :  and  such  apealls  as 
"are  proper  to  bee  transmitted  to  the  trial  of  Lords  Proprietors  gov- 
" erment:  These:  aud  noe  other  being  the  same  injunctions:  wr" 
"once  we  were  subordinate  to  the  goverment  of  New  Yorke  nott 
"any  way  now  nullified:  altered:  or  changed  as  wee  conceive:  butt 
"  only  transferred  by  virtue  of  assignment  to  the  sayd  Lords  Propri- 
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"  etors  and  their  goverraent:  Notwithstanding  for  the  future  benefitt 
"  and  tranquility :  and  for  the  establishment  of  peace  in  the  pro- 
"vince:  wee  shall  bee  willing  to  submit  to  the  Lords  proprietors 
"interest  according  to  the  late  order  provided  that  some  secure  way 
"  could  be  projected  or  some  provision  made  by  the  Lords  proprietors 
"  government  wch  might  secure  us  from  destroying  of  ourselves  by 
"  weakning  this  our  interest  wc"  we  so  highly  prize  wch  indeed  is  the 
"  very  foundation-  of  our  livelyhood :  if  noe  secure  way  or  course  can 
''be  thought  of  or  projected  to  secure  our  owne  interest:  wee  are  att 
"  present  resolved  not  to  intangle  ourselves  into  any  other  interest 
"appertaining  to  any  men:  but  shall  (by  the  assistance  of  God) 
"  Sticke  to  our  pattent:  the  liberties  and  privileges  thereof  wch  is  our 
"  interest :  wrh  once  was  committed  to  us :  nott  to  betray :  like 
"  treacherous  men :  who  for  filthy  lucres  sake  have  bin  ready  .to 
"  betray  themselves  and  others :  but  to  deale  faithfulhr  with  it  being 
"a  trust  committed  to  us:  and  in  soe  doing  wee  conceive  :  we  need 
"  not  feare  what  any  man  :  or  power  :  can  doe  unto  us  :  and  for  as 
"  much  as  att  present  wee  conceive :  that  upon  this  our  interest 
"thare  hath  bin  lately  an  inroad  made  upon  it:  by  virtue  of  an  order 
"coming  from  the  Governour  and  Counsell :  and  by  commission: 
"published  in  our  towne:  prohibiting  any  officer  that  hath  bin  con- 
"  stituted  by  virtue  of  pattent  to  execute  any  office  till  they  had 
!i  sworne  to  the  Lords  proprietors  interest  upon  penalty  of  being  pro- 
"  ceeded  against  as  mutineers  :  (to  salve  wch),  wee  shall  make  our 
"addresses  unto  the  highest  authority  in  the  coun trey  for  remedy : 
"and  this  is  our  positive  resolution  in  answear  to  the  Act:  desiring 
"  further  that  this  our  answear  may  be  presented  to  the  generall 
"asembly  to  prevent  misinformation." 

This  document  is  framed  with  considerable  ability,  and  doubtless 
attracted  as  much  attention,  and  gained  as  much  celebrity  in  its  day 
among  those  interested,  as  did  the  declaration  of  independence  from 
Great  Britain  at  a  later  date.  How  this  resolve  of  the  Monmouth 
men  to  stick  by  their  patent  was  received  by  the  proprietors  govern- 
ment, we  have  no  information,  for  as  I  have  before  said,  no  minutes 
of  the  Elizabethtowrt  General  Assembly  from  November,  1668,  to 
1675,  have  been  found.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  Assem- 
bly met  occasionally  during  that  period,  but  it  is  probable  that  no 
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business  of  any  importance  was  transacted.  The  next  entry  in  the 
Middletown  town  book  which  I  will  quote,  proves  there  was  an  occa: 
sional  session.  The  Assembly  referred  to  therein  cannot  be  thaj 
which  was  convened  under  James  Carteret,  who  usurped  the 
government,  for  that  usurpation  did  not  occur  until  the  following 
Spring. 

"December  6,  1671.  In  a  legall  towne  meeting :  the  major  partt 
"being  present  it  was  ordered  that  following  writing  shall  be  sent  to 
"  the  Governour  and  Counsell  and  Deputies  of  the  townes  of  the  pro- 
"vince  assembled  together  at  Elizabethtown  the  12th  of  this  present 
"month.  Honoured  Governour:  the 

"  Counsell  and  Deputies  of  the  generall  assembly.  *  * 

Wee  received  by  the  hands  of  some  of  the  men  of 
"  liVoodbridge  the  late  acts  of  the  generall  asembly*  at  their  last 
'•  adjournment  bearing  date  22  of  November :  as  allsoe  a  summons 
"under  hand  and  scale  of  the  province  for  choice  of  Burgesses  for  a 
"further  Asembly  to  bee  held  on  the  12th  of  this  present  month: 
"both  wcb  being  enclosed  in  a  paper  sent  unto  us  by  the  Honoured 
"Governour:  desiring  our  compliance  to  answere  the  summons:  and 
" further  requiring  our  positive  answer  by  the  bearer:  to  w  h  wee 
"say  :  that  such  is:  and  hath  bin  our  forwardness  for  compliance  at 
"all  times:  that  there  hath  bin:  and  is  noe  need  of  any  ocasion : 
"  either  to  instigate  or  augment  our  forwardnes  thereunto :  having 
"not  at  any  time  Avilfully  omitted  any  opertunity  of  apearing  by  our 
'•  deputies  to  doe  such  service  as  hath  bin  required  of  us  :  besides :  the 
"  sincerity  of  our  desires :  being  soe  well  known  to  God,  and  our 
"  own  consciences  herein  :  in  point  of  true  Loyall  submission  to  the 
"  government  of  the  Lords  proprietors  soe  farre  forth  as  is  proper  to 
"  our  condition  to  the  very  utmost  that  can  bee  claimed  from  us : 
"  whose  just  power  wee  have  formerly  (as  it  is  well  known)  witli  all 
*  owned  :  but  when  we  consider  (having  pon- 

"  dered  we  in  our  minds)  the  late  act  was  presented  to  us :  and  being 
"therein  charged:  with  noe  les  than  contempt  of  authority  of  gover- 
"mentf  the  charge  being  soe  generall:  viz.  the  townes  of  Middleton 
"  and  Shrewsbury,  the  forciblenes  of  the  charge  be  great :  viz.  an  Act 
"  of  the  generall  asembly  :  and  withall  judging  the  charge  the  whole 
"  ground  of  the  Act :  for  what  greater  force  can  there  be  than  a 
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" generall  act:  wee  say  :  wee  (weighing  these  things  in  the  ballances 
"of  equity)  judge  ourselves  at  present  altogether  incapable  of 
"  answearing  the  summons  :  aprehending  ourselves  at  present  rather 
"  fitter  to  be  cleared  publickly  of  soe  weighty  a  charge :  then  to  joyne 
"  with  the  Gouvernour :  Counsell :  and  deputies  of  the  fbwnes  of  the 
"province  in  the  exercise  of  any  legislative  power:  for  the  settlement 
"of  anything:  needful  and  necessary  for  the  well  governing  of  this 
"  province :  and  should  have  now  apeared  to  have  answered  to  the 
"  charge  if  that  writt  had  apeared  amongst  us  AV°'' the  late  asembly 
"gave  the  Gouvernour  thatt  power  to  issue  forth:  furthermore  (con- 
"  ceaving  under  correction)  that  noe  such  prerogative  or  privilege 
"  may  ^bee  conferred  upon  contemners  and  despisers  of  government, 
"  much  les  noe  such  thing  as  either  the  dignity  of  a  freeholder  to 
"elect  or  the  dignit}r  of  a  Deputy  to  act  for  the  good  and  welfare  yf 
"  any  state  or  province  and  therefore  for  the  full  clearing  of  ourselves 
"our  desire  is  that  the  late  act  (according  to  the  current  thereof) 
"may  bee  exactly  prosecuted:  that  soe  that  power  (wcU  the  late 
"asembly  of  deputies  at  their  last  adjournment  tooke  upon  them 
"to  give  the  gouvernour)  may  now  bee  putt  in  execution: 
"  for  had  that  writt  apeared  now  amongst  us  :  wee  question  uott : 
"but  wee  should  have  shewed  our  ready  and  willing  obedience 
"  to  have  answeared  thereunto :  being  cavefull  of  incurring  upon 
"  any  Attayndor  of  rebellion  :  but  that  writt  apearing  nott  amongst 
"us:  wee  judged  ourselves  not  obliged  to  come  to  auswear; 
"  and  thus  in  briefe  have  wee  given  account  of  our  present  condition  : 
"under  favour  waiting  onely  with  all  humility  (pro  forma  tan  turn)  as 
"  to  what  is  further  required  of  us  in  the  late  act :  viz  :  to  shew  cause 
"why  wee  will  nott  pay  our  just  proportion  of  expences  of  provision 
"expended  at  two  asemblies  in  the  yeare  ,(G8)  wee  answear  that 
"which  was  expended  at  the  asembly  Held  25,  May  (68)  wee  bad 
"then  noe  deputies  there  to  expend  and  further  what  was  expended 
"at  the  adjournment:  in  November  following  in  the  same  yeare  :  our 
"  deputies  who  were  there  and  nott  suffered  to  act  but  sume  how 
"  ugayne  reported  to  us:  that  the  deputies  for  the  townes  of  the  pro- 
"  vince :  invited  them  one  night  to  supper :  wrh  before  their  departure 
"  thence  they  tendered  them  money  for  itt  soe  that :  as  wee  abhorre 
"all  such  baseness  of  speritt  as  to  eat  any  mens  bread  for  nought: 
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"  soe  wee  come  nott :  by  what  wee  have  soe  lightly  as  to  pay  other 
"  mens  expences  :  who  wee  conceive  rather  show  an  evell  mind  in 
"  desiring  itt :  soe  that  if  anything  by  the  power  of  the  province  be 
"forced  from  us  at  anv  time  (upon  this  acount)  viz:  for  the  dis- 
"  charge  of  expences  of  provisions  for  those  two  asemblies :  wee 
"hope  wee  shall  neither  be  ashamed  nor  affray d  to  declare  it  to  be 
"  open  and  manifest  wrong :  further  wee  give  yee  to  understand 
"  the  cause  and  reason  why  our  deputies  apeared  not  at  the  last 
"adjournment:  when  the  time  came  that  they  should  goe:  our  ves- 
"sel  was  accidentally  drove  away  by  wcl1  means  they  were  disabled 
"  from  coming  and  for  the  season  of  neere  fourteen  days  toghether  noe 
"  vessell  could  not  bee  gott  in  any  capacity  to  transport  them  :  this 
"being  the  very  ground  and  reason  why  they  came  nott:  and  there- 
"  fgre  wee  conceive  that  wrh  providentially  fall  out  men  of  reason 
"  and  understanding  will  bee  well  satisfied  withal 
"  It  is  further  ordered  :  that  the  clarke  (at  present)  shall  signe  to  this 
"  above  answear  in  the  name  of  the  towne  and  shall  send  it  backe  by 
"  Woodbridge  men  with  its  direction  running  thus :  viz :  To  the 
"  Honoured  Gouvernour  and  Counsell :  and  Deputies  of  the  townes 
"of  the  province  asembled  toghether  at  Elizabethtown. 

Testis.  EDWARD  TARKTK,   T.  C. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Middletown 
were  willing  to  acknowledge  the  government  of  the  Proprietors  and 
to  send  deputies,  but  they  denied  the  right  of  the  Proprietors  to  the 
land ;  nor  did  they  ever  rescind  the  order  forbidding  their  represen- 
tives  taking  the  oath,  except  with  the  proviso  saving  their  patent. 
The  allusion  to  the  invitation  to  supper  is  amusing.  It  seems  that 
this  mode  of  procuring  legislative  favor  commenced  at  an  early  day. 
The  unsophisticated  men  two  centuries  ago  could  not  understand  how 
expensive  suppers  could  be  paid  for,  unless  they  who  gave  them 
reimbursed  themselves  from  the  public  funds.  It  is  evident  that 
they  thought  the  province  was  in  some  way  to  pay  for  the  feast,  their 
offer  of  payment  having  been  declined.  It  is  probable  that  the  sup- 
per was  given  at  the  instance  of  those  representing  the  Proprietors, 
to  induce  the  deputies  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  to  take  the 
oath  without  the  proviso,  but  they  stood  firmly  by  their  patent,  and 
could  not  be  influenced  by  filthy  lucre  or  fine  suppers. 
5 
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On  the  sixth  day  of  December,  1672,  Berkley  and  Carterei,  the 
Lords  Proprietors,  issued  declarations  to  the  people,  among  which 
was  the  following,  Avhich  proves  that  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury 
still  held  out :  "  For  such  as  pretend  to  right  of  property  to  land 
"and  government  within  our  province  by  virtue  of  patent  from  Gov. 
"  Col.  Richard  Nicolls  as  they  ignorantly  assert  we  utterly  disown 
"  any  such  things — a  grant  they  had  from  him  on  condition  they 
"never  performed.  Lovelace  demanded  they  patent  their  land 
"  from  us  and  pay  our  quit  rent  which  if  they  do  we  are  content 
"they  shall  enjoy  the  land  they  are  settled  on  but  without  their 
"speedy  compliance  as  abovesaid  we  do  order  our  Governor  and 
"  Counsel  to  dispose  thereof  in  whole  or  in  part."  They  also  author- 
ized the  constables  of  the  respective  towns  to  take  by  wan-ant  from 
the  Governor,  by  way  of  distress,  from  every  individual  inhabitant, 
their  just  proportion  of  rent  due  to  them  yearly  beginning  on  25th 
March  1670  and  if  not  thus  collected  the  Marshal  of  the  province  be 
impowered.  &c. 

In  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  the  Proprietors  did  not  base 
their  title  upon  a  grant  from  the  Duke  of  York  prior  to  the  Nicolls 
patent,  but  upon  the  allegation  that  the  patentees  had  not  performed 
the  conditions  of  their  patent,  in  what  particular  is  not  stated.  The 
command  to  collect  the  rents  in  this  summary  way  was  inconsistent 
with  the  previous  action  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  iu  May, 
1672,  upon  the  address  of  James  Grover  and  others,  pattentees,  and 
their  associates,  of  the  towns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  unto 
the  Governor  and  Council,  for  confirmation  of  certain  privileges 
granted  them  by  Colonel  Richard  Nicolls,  the  Governor  and  Council 
did  confirm  unto  said  patentees  and  their  associates  these  particulars 
following,  being  their  rights  contained  in  the  aforesaid  patent,  among 
which  was  the  following  "Imprimis,  that  the  said  patentees  and  associ- 
"  ates  have  full  power,  license  and  authority  to  dispose  of  the  said 
"lands  expressed  in  the  said  patent  as  to  them  shall  seem  meet."  I 
can  only  account  for  the  action  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  in  Decem- 
ber, upon  the  supposition  that  they  had  not  received  information  of 
the  action  of  their  Governor  and  Council  the  previous  May.  They 
were  certainly  bound  by  the  previous  action  of  their  Governor  and 
Council  confirming  the  Nicolls  patent.  Whether  lands  included  in 
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the  Nicolls  patent  are  held  under  that  patent  as  the  original  of  title,  or 
under  returns  from  the  Board  of  Proprietors,  is  a  question  that  has 
never  come  before  our  courts.  I  am  informed  that  a  suit  will 
probably  be  instituted  in  a  few  days,  which  will  involve  this  interest- 
ing-question, the  Proprietors  having  within  a  few  years  granted  to  a 
party,  lands  which  another  claims  by  deeds  under  the  Xicolls  patent. 
The  confirmation  of  this  patent  by  the  Governor  and  Council  in  May, 
1672,  also  gave  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Monmouth  the  liberty 
to  make  prudential  laws  and  constitutions  among  themselves  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  patent,  and  if  this  conflrmatian  was  valid  it 
follows  that  they  were  free  from  the  Crown  before  the  American 
revolution,  for  the  Proprietors  could  not  in  1702  surrender  the  gov- 
ernment over  them. 

In  1670  the  quit  rents  as  claimed  by  the  Proprietors  had  become 
due.  They  who  held  under  Nicolls  refused  to  pay  them,  and  there 
followed  great  confusion,  not  only  in  the  towns  of  Monmouth,  but 
elsewhere.  At  length  the  revolutionists  determined  to  establish  a 
new  government.  The  malcontents  in  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury 
joined  this  confederacy  and  elected  deputies,  who  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  some  of  the  other  towns  of  the  province,  met  at  Eliza- 
bethtown  in  May,  1672.  Governor  Philip  Carteret  was  compelled 
to  leave  the  province.  James  Carteret  usurped  the  office,  and  was 
sustained  by  the  new  Assembly.  Philip  Carteret  left  John  Berry  as 
his  deputy,  and  remained  in  England  until  after  the  Dutch  conquest. 
It  is  thought  by  many  that  if  the  war  with  Holland  had  not  oc- 
curred, the  government  of  the  Proprietors  would  have  been  over- 
thrown by  the  insurgents. 

In  March,  1672,  war  was  declared  by  Charles  the  Second  against 
the  states  of  Holland.  A  Dutch  squadron  invested  New  York,  and 
the  city  surrendered.  On  the  thirtieth  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1673,  the 
victors  took  possession  of  the  city,  and  the  province  of  New  Jersey, 
being  rent  asunder  with  intestine  feuds,  was  in  no  condition  to  resist. 
A  proclamation  issued  guaranteeing  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
inhabitants  upon  condition  of  swearing  allegiance  to  the  States  Gen- 
eral of  Holland,  and  attending  at  New  Orange  on  a  certain  day,  to 
take  the  oath. 

In  this  town  book  is  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  at  the  surreip 
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der.  The  style  of  these  diplomatic  notes,  and  the  antiquity  of  the 
events,  are  my  excuse  for  quoting  in  full.  The  first  entry  is  dated 
August  3d,  1673,  and  is  as  follows :  "  Upon  receipt  of  a  summons 
"for  choyce  of  Deputies  from  the  Citty  of  Niew  Orange  by  order  of 
"  the  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe  of  the  lleett  belonging  to 
"  the  estates  Generall  and  Prince  of  Orange :  as  alsoe  by  order  of 
"  Captaine  John  Berry  late  Deputy  Gouvernour,  the  towne  this  day 
"  con  vented  together  for  election  :  and  upon  perfect  vote  James 
"  Grover  and  John  Bowne  were  by  the  pluralities  of  votes  chosen 
"  Deputies  to  treat  with  the  said  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in 
"  Chiefe :  and  unto  whom :  full  power :  license  :  and  authority  is 
"  hereby  conferred  to  make  a  full  and  plenary  surrender  upon  such 
"  articles  as  shall  be  agreed  upon." 

On  the  same  day  the  town  gave  order  that  the  following  should  be 
put  on  record:  "The  30th  of  July  Ffort  James :  and  the  Citty  of 
"New  Yorke  being  this  day  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  States 
"  Generall  and  Prince  of  Orange  by  certain  shippes  of  warre :  the 
"  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe  of  the  sayd  Fleett  sent  a 
•'  summons  to  this  towne  to  come  and  yield  to  certain  articles  of  sur. 
"  render  the  5th  of  this  present  month :  other  wise  to  expect  to  bee 
"  subdued  by  force  of  armes  :  a  true  copy  of  wch  summons  is  as  fol. 
"  loweth  :  viz :  The  Inhabitants  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  in 
"the  Province  of  New  Jersey  are  hereby  forcibl}'  charged  and 
"  required  to  send  their  Deputies  of  their  sayd  townes  to  this  place 
"  on  Tuesday  morning  next :  for  to  treat  with  us  uppon  certaine 
"articles  of  surrendering  or  by  refusall :  wee  shall  bee  nesecitated  to 
"  subdue  you  by  force  of  armes :  Dated  at  the  Stadt  house  at  the 
"  Citty  of  New-Orange  this  first  day  of  August  1673. 

"  Cornelius  Everson  de  Joyce 

"  Jacob  Behell 
"  Nicholas  Biard,  Secretary 

"  By  order  of  the  Admiralls  and  Commanders  in  Chiefe 
"  of  the  ffleet  riding  in  the  North  River. 

Here  follows  the  Deputy  Governors'  warrant : 

"  You  are  hereby  required  to  make  choyce  of  two  Deputies  for 
"your  towne  :  and  that  they  appeare  at  New  Yorke 

"on  Tuesday  morning  next  being  the  fifth  instant  to  consider  and 
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"advise  of  what  conditions  shall  bee  thought  n'tt  to  endeavour. to 
"  obtaine  :  being  required  by  the  Generall  to  give  you  notice  of  the 
"time  apoynted  for  debating  and  determining  the  same.  Given 
"under  my  hand  this  first  day  of  August  1673. 

"John  Berry. 

"  To  John  Bowne  Esq  to  be  published  at  a 
"      towne   meeting   in   Middletown   the 
sayd  Deputies  to  bee  chosen  by  the 
"      inhabitants " 

"  Upon  all  which  the  town  acted." 

The  next  entry  relating  to  the  Dutch  conquest  is  dated 

"August  26th,  1673.     Stilo  novo. 

"Upon  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  Commanders  in  Chiefe  and 
;'  Counsel  of  Warre :  resident  in  Fortt  "William  Hendrick  at  New- 
"  Orange  :  (for  choyce  of  six  persons  being  inhabitants  of  the  towne 
"  to  bee  presented  to  the  commanders  as  above  sd :  to  take  three  for 
"towne  magestrates:  as  alsoe  for  choyce  of  t\vo  Deputies  to  act  at 
•'  Woodbridge  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  abovesaid  order)  the 
"towne  :  this  day  convented  together  for  election  :  and  upon  perfect 
"  vote  the  choyce  was  as  followeth :  "  &c.,  &c. 

Subsequently  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  townes  were  required  to 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  new  government  On  the  twelfth 
day  of  September,  1673,  an  order  came  from  the  Council  of  War  in 
Fort  Orange  for  a  list  to  be  taken  of  all  above  sixteen  years  of  age, 
and  for  choice  of  military  officers.  This  was  the  last  order  that  emi- 
nated  from  the  Dutch  government.  On  the  ninth  day  of  February, 
1674,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  Holland  was  concluded, 
by  the  terms  of  which  the  towns  in  New  Jersey  were  restored  to 
their  former  owners. 

After  the  conquest,  King  Charles  gave  new  grants  of  soil  and  gov- 
ernment, and  on  the  31st  of  July,  1674,  Sir  George  Carteret  gave 
new  instructions  as  follows :  "  "Whereas  duriug  the  late  wars  between 
"  his  Majesty  and  the  Dutch  the  Countrys  of  New  York  and  New 
"  Jersey  and  other  adjacent  parts  were  conquered  by  them,  who  have 
"  since  in  pursuance  of  treaty  of  peace  restored  said  Countrys  to  his 
''  Majesty,  and  his  Majesty  granted  same  to  Duke  of  York,  and  Duke 
"  of  York  granted  to  us  all  that  land.  &c  extending  southward  as  far 
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"as  a  certain  creek  called  Barnegat,  about  half  way  from  Sandy 
"  Point  to  Cape  May,  and  thence  to  the  Delaware  river  to  and  below 
"  a  certain  creek  called  Renkokus  Kill,  thence  up  the  Delaware  river 
•' to  the  northernmost  branch  &c."  Berkley  had  previously  parted 
with  his  undivided  interest  in  the  province  of  John  Fenwick  (18th 
March  1673)  and  doubtless  had  agreed  with  him  or  his  grantees  upon 
a  line  of  division  corresponding  with  this  grant  of  the  Duke  of  York 
to  Carteret.  The  line  of  this  division  was  afterward  materially 
changed  by  the  quintipartito  deed  (1st  July  1 67 G)  which  made  the  east- 
ern termiaus  of  the  partition  line  farther  south,  and  the  western  ter- 
minus farther  north.  The  whole  of  the  Nicolls  Monmouth  patent 
was  in  East  Jersey  by  either  division  line. 

The  new  Concessions  of  Carteret  disowned  the  Nicolls  patent,  and 
Ordered  that  if  the  inhabitants  did  not  take  out  new  patents,  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  should  dislodge  them.  It  is  difficult  to  understand 
this  action,  after  the  previous  confirmation  of  the  Nicolls  title,  unless 
it  be  that  it  was  held  that  the  Dutch  war  and  conquest  destroyed  all 
prtents,  deeds,  and  grants.  "As  to  the  inhabitants  of  Navesink  "  (the 
concessions  continue)  "  considering  their  faithfulness  to  the  Lords 
"  Proprietors  that  upon  their  petition  their  township  shall  be  surveyed 
"and  shall  be  incorporated  and  have  equal  privileges  with  others,  and 
"that  such  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  pretended  patentees  and  laid 
"  out  money  in  purchasing  land  from  the  Indians  shall  have  in  con- 
"sideration  five  hundred  acres  of  land."  Whether  the  patentees 
accepted  these  terms  and  took  out  patents  from  the  Proprietors  I  am 
not  informed,  but  my  impression  is  that  most  of  them  stuck  to  the 
Nicolls  patent.  In  what  way  the  inhabitants  of  Navesink  had  been 
faithful  to  the  Proprietors  does  not  appear.  It  is  probable  that  dur 
ing  the  war  they  deserted  the  fortunes  of  James  Carteret,  and  adhered 
to  the  proprietary  government,  for  we  find  them  receiving  and  acting 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  Deputy  Governor  Berry. 

In  November,  16  74,  Philip  Carteret  returned  from  England,  and 
reassumed  the  office  of  Governor.  The  next  general  Assembly  con- 
vened in  November,  1675,  and  was  loyal  to  the  Proprietors.  The 
Deputies  from  Middletown,  Captain  John  Bowne  and  John  Throg- 
morton,  took  the  oath,  as  also  did  John  Slocum  from  Shrewsbury, 
but  "William  Shatock,  the  other  delegate  from  Shrewsbury,  refusing 
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to  swear  or  subscribe,  was  dismissed.  At  this  session  an  oblivion 
Act,  as  it  was  called,  was  passed,  whereby  all  actions  were  utterly 
abolished  against  any  one  who  had  been  a  party  or  in  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  endeavoring  and  making  an  alteration  in  the  govern- 
ment here  settled  by  the  Lords,  any  time  from  the  year  1670,  until 
June,  1673,  and  the  inhabitants,  by  said  Act  were  absolutely  and 
freely  pardoned  of  all  offences  whatsoever.  And  it  was  further 
enacted,  "  that  all  reviling  and  upbraiding  of  others  with  matters  of 
"  difference  whatsoever  remitted  and  pardoned  by  the  honorable  Gov- 
"  ernor,  or  abolished  be  buried  in  oblivion,  not  to  be  urged  upon  what 
"pretence  soever  upon  pain  of  imprisonment  during  pleasure,  fine, 
"banishment,  stocking,  whipping,  any  or  more  of  these."  This  was 
full,  free  and  unqualified  amnesty. 

After  the  Dutch  war  closed  we  find  but  little  more  of  the  contro- 
versy as  to  title  to  land  covered  by  the  Nicolls  Monmouth  patent, 
but  from  this  grant  and  others  from  Nicolls  in  other  parts  of  the 
Province,  grew  a  spirit  of  discord  and  dissatisfaction  which  finally 
compelled  the  Proprietors  to  surrender  to  the  Crown  the  power  o^ 
Government  over  the  whole  province. 

This  surrender  was  made  in  1702.  Its  immediate  cause  was  a 
long  and  acrimonious  dispute  between  the  adherents  of  Andrew 
Hamilton  on  the  one  side,  and  of  Jeremiah  Basse  on  the  other,  each 
of  whom  claimed  to  be  Governor  of  the  province.  Andrew  Hamilton 
was  understood  to  be  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  proprietary  title, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  of  Monmouth  who  had  claimed  title 
to  their  lauds  under  Indian  rights  and  the  patent  of  Nicolls,  joined 
the  party  which  sustained  Basse.  We  thus  see  that  the  Nicolls 
grant  to  the  patentees  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  together  with 
other  patents  from  the  same  source  for  lands  in  other  parts  of  the 
province,  caused  the  overthrow  of  the  provincial  government.  The 
surrender  of  government  to  the  Crown  was  an  important  event  in  the 
history  of  New  Jersey,  and  my  chief  object  in  this  paper  has  been  to 
show  the  part  the  towns  of  Monmouth  took  in  producing  that 
result. 

We  are  told  that  seditious  meetings  were  held,  and  great  disorders 
preceded  the  surrender  of  government,  but  no  writer  on  the  subject 
has  given  us  particulars.  In  the  Clerk's  office  at  Freehold  are  the 
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records  of  the  courts  of  that  day.  It  appears  that  it  was  the  custom 
of  the  Governor  to  attend  and  act  as  Judge.  Governor  Hamilton 
attended  at  the  session  held  at  Middletown  in  March,  1701.  The 
proceedings  of  the  court  were  interrupted,  the  Governor  with  all  the 
officers  of  the  court  were  taken  and  held  as  prisoners  for  several  days, 
the  prisoner  on  trial  rescued  and  carried  off,  not  on  account  of  any 
sympathy  for  the  accused,  but  because  the  people  denied  the  author- 
ity of  the  Governor  and  the  legality  of  the  court  as  constituted. 
The  following  is  the  entry.:  'c  Session  at  Middletown  March  1701, 
"  being  present  Colonel  Andrew  Hamilton,  Governor,  Lewis  Morris, 
"  Samuel  Leonard  of  the  Governors  Council,  Jedediah  Allen,  Samnel 
"Dennis,  Justices.  The  court  being  opened  one  Moses  Bntterworth 
"  who  was  accused  of  piracy  and  had  confessed  that  he  did  sail  with 
"  Captain  "William  Kidd  in  his  last  voyage  when  he  came  from  the 
"  East  Indies  and  went  into  Boston  with  him  and  was  bound  to  make 
"his  appearance  at  this  Court  that  he  might  be  examined  and  dis- 
"  posed  of  according  to  his  Majestys  orders.  The  said  Butterworth 
"was  called  and  made  his  appearance,  and  when  the  Court  was  exam- 
"ininghim  one  Samuel  Willett  Innholder  said  that  the  Governor  and 
"  Justices  had  no  authority  to  hold  Court  and  that  he  would  break  it 
"up,  and  accordingly  Avent  down  stairs  to  a  company  of  men  then  in 
"arms  and  sent  up  a  drummer  one  Thomas  Johnson  into  the  Court 
"  who  beat  upon  his  drum,  and  several  of  the  Company  came  up  with 
"  their  arms  and  clubs  which  together  with  the  drum  continually  beat- 
"  ing  made  such  a  noise  (notwithstanding  often  proclamation  made  to 
"  be  silent.and  keep  the  King's  peace)  that  the  Court  could  not  exam- 
"  ine  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  when  there  was  as  the  Court  judged 
"  atwixt  thirty  and  forty  men  come  up  into  the  court  some  with  their 
"  arms  and  some  with  clubs,  two  persons  viz  Benjamin  Borden  and 
"  Richard  Borden  attempted  to  rescue  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  and  did 
"  take  hold  on  him  by  the  arms  and  about  the  middle  and  forced  him  from 
"  the  bar,  the  Constable  and  the  under  Sheriff  by  the  command  of  the 
"  Court  apprehended  the  said  Bordens,  upon  which  several  of  the  per- 
"sons  in  the  court  assaulted  the  constable  and  undersheriff  (the  drum 
"  still  beating  and  the  people  thronging  up  stairs  with  their  arms) 
"  and  rescued  the  two  Bordens,  upon  which  the  Justices  and  Kings 
"  Attorney-General  of  the  Province  then  present  (after  commanding 
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-the  Kings  peace  to  be  kept  and  no  heed  being  given  thereunto) 
"  drew  their  swords  and  endeavoured  to  retake  the  prisoner  and  appre- 
"  bend  some  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  rescue  but  was  resisted 
"and  assaulted  themselves  and  the  examination  of  the  prisoner  torn 
"  in  parts.  And  in  the  scuffle  both  Richard  Borden  and  Benjamin 
"  Borden  were  wounded,  but  the  endeavours  of  the  court  were  not 
"effectual  in  retaking  the  prisoner  for  he  was  rescued  and  cariied  off 
"and  made  his  escape.  And  the  people  viz  Safety  Grover,  Richard 
"  Borden,  Benjamin  Borden,  Obadiah  Holmes,  Obadiah  Bowne, 
"  Nicholas  Stevens,  George  Cook.  Benjamin  Cook,  Richard  Osborne. 
•'Samuel  Willett,  Garret  Wall,  James  Bollen,  Samuel  Foreman, 
"  William  Hunter,  Jonathan  Stout,  James  Stout,  William  Hendricks, 
"John  Bray,  William  Smith,  Gershom  Mott,  Abner  Hough,  George 
"Allen,  John  Cox,  John  Vaughn.  Elisha  Lawrence,  Zebulon  Clay- 
"ton,  James  Grover,  junior,  Richard  Davis,  Jeremiah  Everingham, 
"Joseph  Ashton  with  others  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred 
"  persons  did  traitoriously  seize  the  Governor  and  the  Justices,  the 
"  Kings  Attorney-General  and  Secretary  and  the  Clarke  of  the  Court, 
"and  the  nnderSheriff  and  kept  them  under  guard  close  prisoners 
"  from  Tuesday  me  twenty-fifth  of  March  till  the  Saturday  following 
"  being  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  same  month  and  then  released  them- 

"  Gavin  Drummond,  clerk." 

I  have  given  the  above  extract  from  the  minutes  of  the  court  in 
full,  because  it  is  the  only  circumstance  on  record  showing  the  nature 
of  the  difficulties  and  disorder  which  immediately  preceded  the  sur- 
render. 

I  have  confined  myself  to  a  period  between  1664  and  1702,  prin- 
cipally to  the  part  taken  by  the  towns  of  Monmouth  in  what  has 
been  called  the  provincial  revolution.  Much  of  interest  in  reference 
to  other  events  during  that  period  might  be  given, — the  difficulties 
with  the  Indians,  their  treatment  and  the  precautions  of  the  inhab- 
itants for  defence,*  the  proceedings  of  the  courts,  illustrating  the 
character  and  civilization  of  the  people, — the  biography  of  some  of 
the  public  men  who  figured  in  those  early  days,  such  as  Lewis  Mor- 
ris, the  uncle  of  the  celebrated  man  of  the  same  name  who  figured  in 


*  See  Note  5. 
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New  Jersey  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century — or  John 
Bowne,  often  a  representative  and  for  a  time  during  the  controversy 
between  Hamilton  and  Basse  the  Deputy  Governor  of  the  province. 
I  might  also  speak  of  others  of  those  early  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
on  the  Navesink,  such  as  Garret  Wall  and  Gershom  Mott,  ancestors 
of  men  distinguished  in  this  century.  I  might  also  trace  the  history 
of  Monmouth  from  the  time  of  the  surrender  to  and  inclnding  the 
American  revolution,  in  which  her  people  played  a  conspicuous  part. 
This  would  doubtless  have  been  more  interesting  to  the  public,  but 
as  the  time  allotted  was  not  sufficient  to  traverse  the  whole  field,  I 
thought  I  could  contribute  a  more  valuable  gift  to  history,  and  better 
promote  the  object  of  your  society,  by  giving  without  much  comment 
the  heretofore  unwritten  and  unpublished  action  of  the  towns  of  Mon- 
mouth during  the  provincial  revolution. 

In  its  early  settlement  and  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  cen. 
tury,  Monmouth  was  the  most  populous  and  most  wealthy  county  of 
New  Jersey,  and  although  shorn  of  a  large  portion  of  its  territory,  it 
is  still  second  to  none  of  the  agricultural  counties.*  From  the  earli- 
est times  the  inhabitants  of  Monmouth  have  exercised  great  influence 
in  public  affairs.  Monmouth  has  always  been  in  Southern  New  Jer- 
sey what  Essex,  another  original  county,  has  been  in  northern,  "  a 
power  in  the  state." 

*  See  Note  6. 
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NOTES 


(1).  For  the  power  of  Attorney  or  Commission  from  the  Duke  of  York  to 
Colonel  Nicolls,  under  which  the  Monmouth  Patent  was  made.  See  Learning 
and  Spicier. 


(2).  For  the  Monmouth  patent  in  full,  see  Learning  and  Spicer. 

This  patent  is  recorded  in  New  York,  and  also  in  the  first  book  of  records  in 
the  clerk's  office  of  Monmouth  County.  The  book  in  which  it  is  contained  is  a 
book  of  deeds  commencing  about  the  year  1667. 


(3).  The  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  that  convened  at  Portland 
Point,  is  preserved  in  one  of  the  old  books  in  the  Monmouth  Count}'  Clerk's 
office.  The  record  of  the  first  meeting  opens  thus :  "  At  a  General  Assembly 
the  12th  of  December  1667.  Officers  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown 
on  Newasunk  neck  and  established  by  oatli  at  this  present  Assembly  or  Court 
held  this  day  and  year  above  written. 

Officers  for  Middletown 
Richard  Gibbons      Constable 

Jonathan  Hulms          )  Overseers 
William  Lawrence       \ 

Shem  Arnold      )  D       fe 
James  Ashton    ) 

For  Portland  Point 

Henry  Percy 
Richard  Richardson 
James  Bowne 

Officers  for  Shrewsbury  on  Narumsick 
Peter  Parker      Constable 

Edward  Patterson      )  Overseer3  and 
EhakimWardell        [•      Deputies» 
Earth  West 

Then  follows  this  entry  as  a  heading: 

"  The  several  acts  or  orders  enacted  at  this  present  Assembly  upon  the  proof 
';  presented  by  the  inhabitants  to  the  Patentees  and  Deputees  are  in  order  set 
"down  viz."  Here  follow  the  acts  passed  upon  a  variety  of  subjects. 
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(4).  This,  old  town  book  was  found  by  me  among  the  papers  of  Middletown 
township  in  possession  of  the  town  clerk.  The  town  book  of  Shrewsbury  has 
not  been  found.  This  old  book  shows  that  it  is  not  a  copy,  but  the  original, 
written  at  the  time  it  bears  date,  and  cotemporaneous  with  the  events  recorded. 
The  handwriting  is  that  of  a  man  of  some  culture  and  business  experience,  in 
the  old  style  of  penmanship,  but  legible.  The  book  is  covered  with  deerskin. 
On  the  first  page  are  the  names  of  the  patentees  and  householders,  and  the 
number  of  the  lot  allotted  to  each.  There  were  thirty-six  lots  in  what  is  now 
the  village  of  Middletown,  and  it  is  supposed  that  there  was  a  house  or  cabin  on 
each  of  the  lots.  The  people  were  afraid  to  live  outside  of  the  town  because  of 
wild  beasts  and  Indians,  and  it  must  have  required  at  least  thirty-six  houses  in 
Middletown  to  accommodate  the  number  of  inhabitants  then  there.  Some  of 
these  lots  can  still  be  identified  as  containing  the  original  number  of  acres. 
This  book  not  only  contains  the  proceedings  of  town  meetings,  but  also  the 
record  of  the  overseers'  courts  of  the  town  instituted  under  the  Nicolls  patteut, 
the  marks  of  cattle,  the  recprd  of  deeds,  agreements  and  marriages.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  record  of  marriage:  "January  3,  1672.  John  Smith  and  Mary 
his  wife  after  legall  publication  were  this  day  coupled  together  in  marriage  by 
John  Bowne  Justice  of  Peace." 


(5).  The  Indians  residing  permanently  on  the  Nicolls  patent  were  not  numer- 
ous. Many  came  from  the  interior  to  pass  the  Summer  near  the  shore,  and 
returned  in  the  Autumn  by  the  Minnisink  path.  Still  quite  a  number  made 
the  hills  about  Middletown  their  home  during  the  entire  year.  The  inhabitants 
from  time  to  time  had  considerable  trouble  with  them.  They  built  a  fortification 
at  Middletown  to  protect  themselves  against  the  Indians.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  entries  in  the  town  book  relating  to  the  Indians : 

"January  6,  1GG7.  Concerning  woulves.  It  is  ordered  that  if  any  one  shall 
"kill  a  wolfe  he  shall  have  twenty  shillings  for  his  paines,  alsoe  if  any  Indian 
"  shall  kill  a  wolfe  and  bring  the  head  to  the  Constable  :  the  Indian  shall  have 
"  for  his  reward  twenty  gilders,  provided  it  can  be  dicerned  that  it  is  killed 
'  within  ten  miles  of  the  towne." 

"September  9th,  1670.  The  Constable  and  overseers  with  the  asistance  of 
"the  towne  Deputies  (taking  into  consideration  the  dangerous  practice  of  selling 
"  liquor  to  the  Indians  w'ch:  (for  some  years  past)  hath  at  severall  times:  occa- 
"sioned  mischiefe  in  the  towne:  and  moreover:  considering  that  nott  onely  noe 
"  course  is  taken  in  the  generall :  for  the  obstructing  of  the  dangerous  practise  : 
"butallsoe:  the  eminent  danger  w'ch  dayly  hangs  over  our  heads:  the  weak  - 
"  nes  of  the  towne  to  withstand  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  numerable  Indians: 
"  w'ch  inhabites  about  us :  for  the  present  safety  and  preservation  of  his  majes- 
"  ties  subjects  the  inhabitants  of  Middletown  did  upon  the  9th  of  this  present 
"  mouth:  upon  this  following  ground  conclude  upon  the  following  order. 
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"  Whereas  wee  have  found :  as  well  by  woefull  experience  as  allsoe  by  sev- 
aeraU  complaints  of  many  inhabitants  of  this  towne  of  the  mischiefes  and  tlan- 
"  gers  ocasioned  by  some  :  trading  of  strong  liquor  to  the  Indians :  by  w'ch  many 
•'  of  them :  having  bin  drunken  and  distempered  with  the  said  liquor  have  often- 
"  times  offered  violence  and  fury  to  several  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants :  whp  have 
"bin  endangered  of  their  lives:  for  the  future  prevention  of  all  such  mischiefes 
"and  dangers  occasioned  by  the  violence  and  fury  of  the  Indians  in  their 
"  drunken  distempers :  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  of  our  Sovereigne 
"Lord  the  King:  doe  hereby  order  and  enact  that  noe  person  whatsoever  shall 
•'  either  directly  or  indirectly  sell  or  trade  any  sort  of  wine  :  strong  liquor:  or 
•'  strong  bearre  to  any  Indian  within  the  limits  of  this  towneshipp:  upon  the 
•'  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds  for  every  such  defalt  and  that  after  due 
••  proces  made  to  be  forthwith  levied  upon  his  estate :  the  one-half  to  the  informer 
•'and  the  other  to  bee  disposed  of:  at  the  discretion  of  the  Court : 

"  It  is  likewise  ordered  that  all  Indians  that  any  time  shall  bee  found  drunkc 
"in  the  towne  or  neere  about  shall  bee  sett  in  the  stocks  till  they  bee  sober." 

"  It  is  further  ordered  and  agreed  upon:  that  it  shall  bee  lawful :  within  the 
"limits  of  this  towneshipp:  for  any  person  to  seize  upon  any  sort  of  wine 
"strong  liquor:  or  strong  bearre  that  is  in  the  possession  of  any  Indian:  and 
"  take  it  away  from  him :  allwaies  provided  that  the  seizer  or  taker  gives  account 
"  to  an  officer  Constable  what  he  hath  done." 

"John  Hauns  having  covenanted  this  day  to  make  a  paire  of  stocks  for  the 
•'  towne :  is  to  receive  twelve  shillings  sixpence  for  his  reward." 

Men  were  appointed  to  watch  at  night  the  drunken  Indians,  some  of  whom 
refused  to  serve  and  were  tried  before  the  town  court  organized  under  the  Nic- 
olls  patent.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  proceedings  in  one  of  these  cases: 

"September  9th  1670.  At  a  court  holden  in  the  towne  of  Middletown. 
"  present 

"Edward  Smith    Constable 

"Jonathan  Hulmes      )  Overseer* 
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"William  Lawrence     ) 

"James  Grover      )Patentees 
"John  Bowne         ) 

"Richard  Stoute       )  Aaistinir 
"Richard  Gibbins     \  Asis 

"  The  Constable  testified  that  he  required  John  Job  to  aide  him :   and  hee 
•'refused:  and  further  to  watch  with  the  drunken  Indians:  w'ch  thing  allsoe  hee 
"denied:  and  further  the  said  Job  said:  what  a  divell  have  I  to  doe  with  you  or 
"his  majesty  either:  and  further  said  (when  others  laid  hold  on  him  at  the  Con- 
stables cotnand:  his  shirt  then  tearing)  a  plague  confounde  yee  all 
"  John  Job  pleaded  that  hee  knew  nott  that  hee  was  constable 
"  The  sentence  of  the  Court  in  this  Case  :  whereas  John  Job  hath  been  con- 
"  victed  before  the  Court  for  breache  of  order  in  refusing  to  obey  the  Con«t;il>h- 
"  therefore  the  Court  doe  fine  the  said  John  Job  40   shillings  and  pay   court 
"charges. 
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On  the  same  day  another  trial  was  had  for  the  same  offence.  The  record  is 
as  follows : 

"The  Constable  testified  that  Richard  Sadler  said  :  his  son  should  nott  watch : 
"and  the  next  morning  hee  charged  the  constable  with  these  words  viz  You  are 
"  sett  to  keepe  the  King's  peace  and  you  breake  it:  and  further  said  what  boys 
"  play  did  you  play  last  night.  This  the  said  Sadler  denied. 

"  The  sentence  of  the  Court  in  the  Case 

"Whereas  Richard  Sadler  hath  bin  convicted  before  the  Court  for  con- 
"tumelious  speeches  of  the  Constable.  Therefore  the  Court  doe  fine  the  sayd 
"  Richard  Sadler  twenty  shillings:  or  else  to  make  a  publick  acknowledgement 
"  of  his  offence  in  open  towne-meeting  and  pay  Court  charges. 


(G).  The  two  towns  of  Middletown  and  Shrewsbury  were  first  called  the 
county  of  Middletown  and  afterwards  for  a  short  time  the  county  of  Navesink. 
The  name  of  Monmouth  was  given  about  the  year  1682.  The  township  of 
Freehold  was  settled  shortly  before  the  year  1700,  and  in  1115  the  county 
seat  was  established  therein.  The  courts  which  previously  had  been  held  at 
Middletown  and  Shrewsbury,  have  since  1715  convened  at  the  town  of  Freehold, 
for  a  long  time  called  Monmouth  Court  House. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OP  THE 

efo  Jtmg  Historical  S 


SECOND     SERIES. 

VOL.  III.  1873.  No.  2. 

TRENTON,  January  16th,  1873. 

The  Society  met  in  accordance  with  their  By-Laws  at  12  M.,  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Trenton  Broard  of  Trade,  the  President,  REV. 
RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.  D.,  in  the  chair.  The  REV.  SAMUEL  M. 
HAMILL,  second  Vice-President  was  also  present,  and  members  were 
in  attendance  from  various  parts  of  the  State. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  MR.  DAVID  A. 
HAYES,  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

The  correspondence  of  the  Society  since  May  was  submitted  by 
MR.  WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Corresponding  Secretary,  who 
noticed  with  more  or  less  particularity  the  letters  received.  Among 
them  were,  a  number  from  gentlemen  accepting  membership,  and 
others  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  Rhode  Island, 
Minnesota,  Georgia  and  New  York,  the  Historical  and  Philosophical 
Society  of  Cincinati,  New  York  State  Library,  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society,  Essex  Mass.  Institute,  Smithsonian 
Institution  and  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  acknowledging  the 
receipt  of  the  Society's  publications,  or  transmitting  donations  for  the 
library ;  which  was  also  the  character  of  others  from  Gen.  J.  Watts 
DePeyster,  of  New  York ;  Rev.  C.  Bradlee,  of  Boston ;  Hon.  F. 
T.  Frelinghuysen,  Hon.  Daniel  Haines,  Mr.  Wm.  Nelson,  J.  Win- 
gate  Thornton,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  and  the  State  Librarian.  Commu. 
nications  from  Miss  Louise  Skinner  and  Mrs.  Professor  Chilton,  of 
New  Orleans,  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  two  valuable 
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collections  of  coins  obtained  in  that  city.  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  of 
Millstone,  and  Miss  Lucy  C.  Stickney,  of  Salem,  Mass.,  drew 
attention  to  the  Corwin  and  Kinsman  Geneologies  just  published. 
Mr.  Edwin  Salter,  of  Washington,  transmitted  manuscript  copies  of 
several  documents  bearing  upon  the  history  of  Monmouth  county  in 
1673-74.  Mr.  Charles  Whittlesey,  President  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Society  at  Cleveland,  forwarded  a  memorial  for  the  approval 
of  the  Society,  asking  Congress  to  secure  certain  important  docu- 
ments now  in  France  relating  to  early  French  Discoveries  on  the 
Lakes  and  Mississippi.  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  com- 
municated some  information  relative  to  the  West  Jersey  Society,  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  that  portion  of  the  State 
and  a  number  of  other  communications  had  reference  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Society.  Many  of  the  letters  were  of  great  interest, 
and  showed  that  the  efficient  part  the  Society  is  taking  in  advancing 
historical  researches  is  widely  recognized  and  appreciated. 

The  Treasurer,  COL.  ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  reported  a  cash  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $700.68,  and  invested  funds  amounting  to 
$1,693.89. 

The  Executive  Committee,  referring  to  the  statements  submitted 
by  the  officers  and  special  committees,  for  all  the  necessary  informa- 
tion respecting  the  business  of  the  Society  since  their  last  report, 
confirmed  in  general  terms  the  favorable  impression  those  statements 
were  calculated  to  convey,  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Society.  Each 
year  adds  to  the  confident  expectation  that  its  foundations  have  been 
too  well  laid,  and  the  services  it  lias  rendered  too  important,  for  any 
doubts  to  be  entertained  of  its  continuing  to  receive  ever  increasing 
favor  from  every  citizen  interested  in  the  history  of  the  State ;  the 
only  drawback  on  its  advancement  in  its  useful  course  being  the 
limited  pecuniary  resources  at  its  command;  the  increase  of  its 
library  and  other  most  desirable  ends  not  otherwise  attainable,  having 
necessarily  to  be  postponed  until  more  propitious  times. 

"It  is  with  great  regret  "  said  the  committee,  "that  we  formally 
announce,  that  MR.  SAMUEL  HAYES  CONGAR,  the  Librarian,  died  on 
the  29th  July  last,  on  the  very  premises  and  in  part  of  the  very  house 
where  he  was  born  on  the  10th  December,  1796,  after  an  active, 
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industrious  and  useful  life.  He  was  descended  in  the  male  line  from 
John  Conger,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Woodbridge,  in  Middlesex 
County,  and  on  the  female  side  was  connected  with  the  families  of 
the  Swaines,  Lyons,  Denisons,  Bruens,  Kitchells,  Haves'  and  Tomp- 
kins',  all  identified  with  the  early  history  of  Newark. 

He  entered  early  into  busy  life,  being  placed  in  a  drug  store  in 
Newark  when  eleven  years  old,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one 
quarter's  subsequent  tuition,  all  his  school  education  had  been 
previously  received.  In  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  apprenticed  to  a 
coach  painter,  which  became  thereafter  his  pursuit  until  1855  when, 
in  his  59th  year,  he  retired  from  active  business. 

In  early  life  he  became  librarian  of  the  Apprentices  Library  of 
Newark  and  held  the  position  for  many  years,  therein  laying  the 
foundation  of  his  subsequent  acquaintance  with  books  and  literary 
matters. 

An  attempt  being  made  in  1845  to  utilize  the  old  Burying  Ground 
in  Newark  by  appropriating  it  to  other  purposes,  Mr.  Cougar's  interest 
in  the  remains  of  his  ancestors  therein  deposited  led  him  to  take  an 
active  part  in  opposition  to  the  so-called  improvements.  Extended 
researches  into  the  genealogies  of  the  families  interested  were  the 
result,  until  he  became  possessed  of  more  general  genealogical  and 
antiquarian  information  relating  to  the  Northern  part  of  the  State, 
especially  Essex  County,  than  any  other  of  our  citizens.  The  fruit 
of  these  researches  was  many  valuable  articles,  generally  published 
in  the  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  embodying  a  large  amount  of 
interesting  antiquarian  lore  which  would  probably  have  never  been 
preserved  but  for  him. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Historical  Society  in  May,  1848, 
and  was  appointed  Librarian  in  1852  ;  an  office  for  which  his  tastes 
rendered  him  particularly  well  qualified.  The  genealogies  which  he 
contributed  to  the  volume  issued  by  the  Society  in  1866,  in  com- 
memnioration  of  the  Bi-centennial  celebration  of  the  settlement  of 
Newark,  added  materially  to  its  interest ;  and  he  also  took  an  active 
part  in  editing  the  Town  Records  published  by  the  Society  in  1864. 

Mr.  Congar's  high  character  for  integrity  led  to  his  being  often 
entrusted  with  the  financial  interest  of  others,  and  he  was  associated 
with  several  of  the  business  institutions  of  .Newark.  He  connected 
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himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  while  yet  a  young  man,  and 
took  an  active  and  efficient  part  in  Sunday  School  work,  as  well  as 
in  the  vocal  services  of  the  sanctuary. 

His  whole  career  illustrated  what  may  be  accomplished  in  a 
literary  direction  by  one  who  had  few  educational  advantages  in 
early  life,  and  little  leisure  at  any  time,  through  a  judicious  use  of 
spare  moments  which  most  persons  are  apt  to  squander. 

The  Committee  feel  that  by  Mr.  Congar's  death  the  Society  has 
lost  a  most  useful  member." 

After  some  eulogistic  remarks  by  MB.  PETER  S.  DURYEE,  that 
portion  of  the  Committees  Report  referring  to  Mr.  Congar,  was 
directed  to  be  entered  at  length  on  the  minutes  of  the  Society 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  a  statement  of  the 
additions  made  to  the  books  and  pamphlets  since  May. 

u  As  the  increase  of  the  library  " — said  the  report — "  so  long  as 
the  money  resources  of  the  Society  are  so  limited,  must  depend 
entirely  on  donations,  the  Committee  are  prompted  to  urge  upon  the 
members  generally  the  cultivating  of  a  higher  appreciation  of  the 
services  they  may  render  in  that  direction.  Opportunities  are 
frequently  occurring  when  old  and  sometimes  very  rare  books  can  be 
obtained  at  little  cost,  or  when  from  the  rubbish  of  garrets,  papers 
and  manuscripts  may  be  rescued  that,  however  valueless  to  the 
owners,  will  always  be  thankfully  received  by  us.  And  not  only 
will  such  as  have  the  stains  and  dust  of  age  upon  them  be  thus 
welcomed,  but  also  such  as  are  connected  with  recent  events.  We 
are  apt  to  forget  that  we  are  daily  enacting  history;  that  the 
occurrences  which  seem  to  us  of  trifling  import  because  so  familiar 
to  us,  enter  into  the  composition  of  both  the  "warp  and  woof"  of 
thai  future,  which  will  be  the  present  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  us; 
furnishing  the  threads  that  go  towards  rendering  the  texture  perfect, 
and  stamping  upon  it  indelibly  the  results  of  our  theories,  our  policies 
and  our  doings.  It  is  difficult  to  imagine  any  thing  of  a  documentary 
character  not  included  within  the  scope  of  the  Society's  operations, 
organized,  as  it  is,  "to  discover,  procure  and  preserve"  whatever 
may  serve  to  illustrate  our  history.  The  pamphlet,  the  circular,  the 
handbill,  the  advertisement,  issued  for  private  ends  or  to  promulgate 
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the  views  and  doings  of  parties  or  associations :  the  newspaper  of 
the  day  with  its  countless  references  to  persons,  things  and  events, 
the  transactions  of  the  market  or  the  exchange,  all  constitute  links  in 
that  wondrous  chain  upon  which  the  future  hangs.  Every  member 
is  therefore  called  upon  to  add  to  our  collections  things  new  as  well 
as  old." 

On  referring  to  the  death  of  the  Librarian  the  Committee  stated 
that  under  the  general  authority  conferred  upon  them  of  supervision 
over  the  library,  they  had  thought  it  advisable  to  secure  the  temporary 
services  of  Rev.  Samuel  Hutchings,  of  Newark,  as  assistant  and 
acting  Librarian.  As  the  office  of  Librarian  is  one  which  calls  for 
considerable  attention  and  self-denial  on  the  part  of  any  member  who 
may  hold  it,  for  which  no  remuneration  is  provided,  the  Committee 
were  not  prepared  to  name  any  gentleman  as  successor  to  Mr.  Congar ; 
and  recommended  that  the  temporary  arrangement  existing  might  be 
continued  until  the  next  meeting,  which  recommendation  was  agreed 
to. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another 
number  of  the  Society's  "  Proceedings  "  since  the  last  meeting. 

The  Finance  Commiittee  reported  that,  as  instructed  by  the 
Society,  they  had  issued  a  circular  calling  for  renewed  subscriptions 
to  the  Library  Fund,  to  which  only  a  few  responses  had  been  made, 
so  that  the  condition  of  the  fund  had  not  been  benefitted.  The 
present  subscriptions  will  generally  expire  next  year. 

The  Committee  draw  attention  to  the  fact  that  a  few  of  the  old 
members  of  the  Society  had  liberally  borne  the  expenses  of  the  library 
for  many  years  past,  had  obtained  at  their  own  cost  from  abroad  the 
Analytical  Index  to  our  Colonial  Documents,  and  had  purchased  and 
presented  to  the  Society  a  valuable  lot  of  ground  in  Newark  whereon 
to  erect  a  suitable  edifice  for  the  occupancy  of  the  Society,  and  it 
was  consequently  only  equitable  that  those  who  have  become  more 
recently  connected  with  the  Society  should  begin,  at  least,  to  walk 
in  the  steps  of  their  predecessors. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  were  reported  on  favorably  by  the 
Nominating  Committee  and  on  being  ballotted  for  were  duly  elected. 
Other  nominations  were  received. 
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The  Chair  appointed  the  Standing  Committees  for  1873  as  follows  : 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington,  M.  D.,  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph 
N.  Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee, 
Edward  Sealey,  Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  Mott,  L 
Spencer  Goble,  John  C.  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halstead,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  E. 
M.  Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  David  Naar,  Robert 
B.  Campfield. 

Rev.  Dr.  Abeel,  Messrs.  Peter  A.  Voorhees,  and  Martin  R.  Dennis 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly 
elected  : 

OFFICERS    FOR    1873. 

President — RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.  D.,  Bound  Brook. 

Vice  Presidents — HENRY  W.  GREEN,  L.  L.  D.,  of  Trenton ; 
SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.  D.;  of  Lawrencevile ;  WILLIAM  B.  KINNEY, 
of  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — DAVID  A.  HAYES,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — Samuel  H.  Penniugton,  M.  D.,  of  Newark ; 
N.  Norris  Halstead,  of  Kearney ;  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  of  Trenton ; 
John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield ;  Charles  C.  Haven,  of  Trenton ; 
Peter  S.  Duryee,  of  Newark ;  Samuel  Allison,  of  Yardville ;  Theo 
dore  F.  Randolph,  of  Morristown ;  Hugh  H.  Bowne,  of  Rahway. 

As  recommended  by  the  Library  Committee,  the  office  of  Librarian 
was  left  vacant.  The  duties  will  continue  to  be  performed  by  the 
REV.  SAMUEL  HUTCHINGS,  Assistant  Librarian. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  made  the  following 
report : 
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"  To  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  : — The  Special  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  this  Society  at  its  last  meeting  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  a  supplement  to  an  Act  antitled  "An  Act  for  the 
better  preservation  of  the  Early  Records  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey," 
which  act  entrusts  to  this  Society  the  responsibilty  of  procuring 
copies  of  Colonial  Documents,  Papers  and  Minutes  of  Council 
referring  to  the  History  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  now  on  file  in 
the  State  Paper  Office,  London,  England,  respectfully  report : 

"  That  in  accordance  with  the  authority  thus  conferred,  your  Com- 
mittee immediately  opened  a  correspondence  with  Mr.  Henry 
Stevens,  of  London,  whose  familiarity  with  the  early  annals  of  the 
country  and  with  the  modes  of  procedure  necessary  to  obtain  access 
to  the  public  archives  of  England,  and  whose  experience  in  previous 
researches  for  the  Society,  and  for  other  States  and  institutions, 
render  him  especially  qualified  for  the  duties  demanded  from  a 
resident  agent ;  and  your  Committee  were  so  fortunate  as  to  secure 
his  aid  on  satisfactory  terms 

"  As  is  already  known  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  it  was  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Stevens  that  the  "  Analytical  Index "  to  our 
Colonial  Documents,  which  constituted  the  basis  of  the  fifth  volume  of 
the  Society's  "Collections,"  was  obtained,  and  your  Committee  were 
greatly  aided  in  their  selection  of  papers  to  be  first  copied  by  reference 
to  that  work. 

"Your  Committee  first  directed  the  completion  (as  far  as  might  be 
found  practicable)  of  the  Legislative  Annals,  especially  of  the 
Minutes  of  Council,  of  which  the  State  was  without  a  copy  of  dates 
prior  to  the  year  1776.  They  next  examined  the  Analytical  Index  in 
chronological  order,  and  selected  such  documents  as  seemed  to  be 
most  desirable,  omitting  those  that  are  accessible  in  the  United 
States,  whether  in  print  or  manuscript.  The  possession  of  this  Index, 
which  was  procured  by  private  subscriptions  from  members  of  this 
Society,  has  thus  not  only  saved  to  the  State  a  considerable  sum? 
which  otherwise  must  have  been  spent  in  preliminary  examinations, 
but  has  also  saved  much  time  in  the  selection  of  documents  and  in 
carrying  out  the  objects  of  the  act. 

"  In  making  this  first  selection,  many  documents,  which  your  Com- 
mittee thought  desirable,  were  passed,  until  it  could  be  ascertained 
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how  many  of  the  most  important  papers  could  be  had  under  this 
appropriation.  Any  surplus,  or  any  future  sum  given  by  the  State 
for  this  purpose,  can  be  applied  to  procure  those  documents  of  less 
importance,  which  for  the  present  have  been  passed. 

"Your  Committee  report  that  the  result  of  Mr.  Stevens'  agency 
has  been  as  favorable  as  was  at  first  anticipated.  By  the  last  advices 
received  from  him,  they  are  informed  that  a  large  corps  of  copyists 
and  examiners  are  at  work,  and  that  all  the  copies  would  probably  be 
ready  for  transmission  early  in  February,  and  thus  arrive  in  time  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Legislature  before  its  adjournment.  Mr.  Stevens' 
mode  of  procedure  is  likely  to  ensure  perfect  correctness  of  copy, 
not  only  as  to  matter,  but  also  as  to  form,  orthography,  punctuation 
and  capitalizing,  so  that  the  copies  will  be  as  valuable  for  reference 
as  the  originals.  A  specimen  sheet  has  been  received  and  transmitted 
to  the  Governor. 

"Your  Committee  earnestly  hope  that  the  Legislature  may  continue 
to  prosecute  the  good  work  so  well  begun  by  them,  until  the  docu- 
mentary history  of  New  Jersey  in  our  possession  shall  be  as  complete 
as  possible ;  not  only  by  the  acquisition  of  such  other  papers  from 
abroad  as  may  be  desirable,  but  also  of  such  papers  as  can  be 
obtained  in  private  or  public  collections  in  the  United  States.  It 
may  then  seem  desirable  to  print  the  whole  in  consecutive  order  for 
preservation  in  the  manner  already  done  by  some  of  the  other 
States. 

"Your  Committee  recommend  that  this  Society  assume  the  care  and 
responsibility  of  such  publications,  so  far  as  appropriations  for  that 
purpose,  may  from  time  to  time  be  made  by  the  State." 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NATHANIEL  NILES, 
JOEL  PARKER, 
DANIEL  HAINES, 

W.  A.  WHITEHEAD." 
"Trenton,  Jan.  16th,  1873." 

In  connection  with  their  report  the  Committee  submitted  commu- 
nications from  MR.  STEVENS  giving  the  details  of  the  mode  of 
proceedings  to  obtain  the  copies,  and  of  the  progress  of  the  work. 
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REV.  JOHN  HALL,  D.  D.,  referring  to  the  remarks  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library  upon  the  value  with  which  trivial  memoranda 
became  oftentimes  invested  in  after  years,  made  some  interesting 
statements  respecting  a  collection  of  interleaved  almanacs  existing 
in  Trenton,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Rev.  Win.  Fraser,  an  early 
missionary,  containing  notes  of  public  and  private  events  for  many 
years,  illustrating  the  history  of  Trenton  during  the  period  in  a 
remarkable  degree. 

Dr.  Hall  was  requested  to  obtain  these  diaries  for  the  Society  if 
possible,  and  if  not,  to  take  steps  to  get  their  contents  into  print. 

A  communication  was  received  from  MB.  CHARLES  MEGILL  of 
Trenton,  describing  the  remains  of  an  ancient  Fort  or  Block-house, 
recently  unearthed  in  Trenton,  which  seems  to  have  been  built  early 
in  the  last  century.  Miss  STAFFORD  presented  a  specimen  of  the 
brick  used  in  the  construction  of  the  Block-house,  indicating  a  foreign 
origin. 

MR.  DAVID  B.  BODINE,  Executor  of  the  late  Ex-Governor  George 
F.  Fort,  M.  D.,  presented  that  gentleman's  portrait,  his  Diploma  from 
the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  various  commissions 
he  had  received  for  the  public  offices  he  filled  in  New  Jersey,  which 
in  his  will  he  requested  should  be  deposited  with  the  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  having  reported  that  the  Society 
had  received  as  a  donation,  some  years  ago,  and  had  still  in  its 
possession,  a  volume  of  records  belonging  to  the  East  Jersey  Pro- 
prietors, it  was,  on  motion  of  COL.  SWORDS 

Resolved,  That  m  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  the  folio  manuscript  volume  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  known 
as  Liber  I  of  Patents,  be  returned  to  the  Register  of  the  East  Jersey  Proprietors 
at  Perth  Amboy. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner,  and  on  re-assembling  a 
paper  was  read  by  Mr.  ADOLPHUS  P.  YOUNG,  "  On  Events  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  particularly  with  reference  to  the  battle  at  New 
Market  on  the  14th  May,  1864,"  which  elicited  much  commendation  ; 
and  on  motion  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  returned  to  Mr.  Yonng 
therefor  with  a  request  that,  should  he  not  carry  out  his  present 
ntention  of  publishing  a  history  of  those  events,  he  would  deposit  a 
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copy  with  the  Society.  This  was  followed  by  "  Passages  in  the 
History  of  Somerset  County,"  by  REV.  ABRAHAM  MESSLER,  D.  D.,  of 
Somerville,  which  were  listened  to  with  great  interest. 

After  some  complimentary  remarks  by  COL.  SWORDS,  REV.  DB. 
HAMILL  and  others,  a  similar  resolution  and  request  to  those  referring 
to  Mr.  Young's  paper  were  adopted,  the  President,  on  putting  the 
question,  expressing  a  wish  that  what  had  been  so  well  done  at  the 
previous  meeting  by  Gof.  Parker  for  Monmouth  County,  and  by  Dr. 
Messier  at  the  present  one  for  Somerset  County,  might  lead  others 
to  furnish  papers  on  the  history  of  every  county  in  the  State. 

COL.  SWORDS  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  meeting  he  would  offer 
an  amendment  to  Section  VII.  of  the  Constitution,  making  the  annual 
dues  of  resident  members  three  dollars  instead  of  two,  as  at  present. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade  for  their 
liberality  in  tendering  the  use  of  their  rooms,  the  Society  adjourned 
to  meet  at  Newark  on  the  third  Monday  of  May  next. 


Mutes  fr0m  fempntena  an&  fapm. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  JANUARY   16,   1873. 

FROM  MR.  WILLIAM  NELSON. 

PATEHSON,  N.  J.,  JULY  6th.  1872. 
WM.  A.  WHITKHKAD,  ESQ. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Perhaps  1  have  omitted  a  duty  in  not  earlier  formally 
notifying  you  of  my  acceptance  of  the  membership  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society,  to  which  I  was  elected  on  the  16th  May. 

The  work  already  done  by  the  New 

Jersey  Historical  Society  is  of  inestimable  value,  and  can  only  be 
appreciated  long  years  hence,  by  the  future  historians  of  our  State 
and  their  readers.  *  *  *  *  As  DeQuincy  forcibly 
remarks  :  "  For  a  man  to  reach  a  remote  posterity,  it  is  sometimes 
necessary  that  he  should  throw  his  voice  over  to  them  in  a  vast 
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arch — it  must  sweep  a  parabola — which,  therefore,  rises  high  above 
the  heads  of  those  next  to  him,  and  is  heard  by  the  bystanders  but 
indistinctly,  like  bees  swarming  in  the  upper  air  before  they  settle 
on  the  spot  fit  for  hiving." 

I  accept  the  membership  of  so  admirable  a  Society  with  great 
pleasure.  At  the  same  time  T  feel  it  brings  with  it  a  responsibility — 
to  contribute  as  far  as  possible  to  the  Society's  objects.  This  I  shall 
endeavor  to  do  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  amid  the  cares  of  an 
exacting  profession,  whose  business  is  to  record  for  pi  esent  and  future 
use  and  gratificati6n  the  history  of  the  wonderful  present. 

I  sent  you  last  week  a  copy  of  the  WEEKLY  PRESS,  containing  a 
paper  read  by  myself  at  a  recent  meeting  of  our  County  Historical 
Society. 

The  notices  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  of  the  settlement  of 
Acquackanonk,  contain  some  local  information  that  may  be  new  and 
perhaps  interesting  to  you.  Some  of  that  matter  was  introduced 
purposely  to  elicit  from  our  older  families  additional  information  on 
the  subjects  alluded  to,  and  not  without  success,  for  already  I  hear 
of  old  account  books  of  the  17th  century,  ancient  certificates,  deeds, 
etc.,  that  may  contain  interesting  items.  I  have  made  a  nearly 
perfect  copy  of  the  Acquackanonk  Ref.  Church  Records,  containing 
a  complete  record  of  the  church  organization,  1694-1770,  baptismal 
register  for  the  same  period,  and  marriage  record,  1726-50.  Will 
be  glad  to  give  you  any  facts  it  contains. 

*  *  *  *  i  Have  you  seen  the  historical  discourse  of 
the  late  Rev.  J.  V.  N.  Schenck,  of  the  Pompton  Plains  Reformed 
Church  ?  It  is  an  interesting  contribution  to  the  early  history  of 
that  locality.  The  most  important  portions  of  it,  however,  were 
communicated  by  the  Rev.  Garret  C.  Schanck,  of  Monmouth. 

Pardon  me  for  intruding  thus  much  on  your  time,  and  let  me  close 
at  once,  assuring  you  that  I  am  ever 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

WM.   NELSON. 

[In  a  subsequent  letter  dated  Sept.  5,  1872,  Mr.  Nelson  says  : 
"  I  have  recently  rescued  from  nrobable  loss  or  destruction  the 
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Town  Book  of  Saddle  River,  Bergen  County,  1739-1830,  containing 
full  minutes  of  town  meetings,  road  districts,  town  expenditures,  &c. 
It  is  in  my  possession  and  will  probably  remain  with  me."] 


FORT,   OR  BLOCK   HOUSE 
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SOUTH. 


SELECTIONS   AND    CORRESPONDENCE.  61 

FROM  MR.  CHARLES  MEGILL. 

TRENTON,  N.  J.,  JANUARY  16th,  1873. 
To  the.  Members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society : 

GENTLEMEN  : — Allow  me  the  pleasure  of  presenting  to  you  a 
statement  respecting  the  discovery  in  August.  1872,  of  an  old 
English  Fort,  or  Block-House  on  land  now  belonging  to  Mr.  Bernard 
Consolly,  situated  at  the  corner  of  Ferry  and  Bloomsbury  (now 
Warren  street,)  in  the  city  of  Trenton,  New  Jersey.  This  place  at 
an  earlier  period  was  called  Nottingham  Township,  Burlington 
County. 

This  Fort,  or  Block-House  appears  to  have  been  built,  or  in 
existence,  at  least  forty-six  years  previous  to  the  Declaration  of 
Independence,  and  was  built  in  an  octagon  form,  or  what  may  be 
termed  at  the  present  period  of  time  eight  square,  and  having  interior 
transverse  ways  of  walls. 

The  size  of  the  building  appears  to  have  been  about  sixty  feet  in 
diameter.  The  foundation  walls  were  composed  of  hard  gray  stone 
and  laid  about  two  feet  thick  with  mortar,  and  running  six  feet  deep. 
The  walls  had  four  openings,  each  opening  about  three  feet  wide  and 
facing  to  the  North,  South,  East  and  West.  On  the  outside  of  the 
walls,  facing  the  Delaware  river,  there  was  built  up  against  the  same 
a  brick  wall  about  one  foot  thick  and  four  feet  deep,  of  hard  burnt 
bricks — intended,  as  is  supposed,  as  somewhat  of  a  protection  to  that 
part  of  the  Fort  facing  the  river,  and  against  the  effects  of  cannon 
or  musketry. 

On  the  Northwest  corner  of  the  building  there  was  an  old  stone 
and  brick  chimney  about  six  feet  wide  and  six  feet  deep,  from  the 
surface  to  the  foundation ;  and  in  one  corner  of  the  chimney  near 
the  said  foundation,  there  was  found  three  copper  coins  one  of  the 
the  pieces  was  quite  thick  and  perfectly  smooth  on  both  sides,  but 
nothing  legible  as  to  date.  The  other  two  pieces  were  what  are 
called  English  half-pennies  and  bore  the  inscription  of  George  the 
Second  of  England,  the  date  of  one  is  very  clear,  1730,  and  the 
other  1732.  One  of  the  said  coins  is  in  the  possession  of  Mr 
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Benjamin  Fish,  of  Trenton,  and  the  other  of  C.  Megill.  This  Fort, 
or  Block-House,  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  by  the  English 
Government ;  and  from  its  peculiar  nature  and  construction  is  worthy 
of  further  interest  and  investigation — as  there  is  no  history  concerning 
its  uses,  or  purposes,  but  it  is  supposed  to  have  been  built  as  a 
protection  to  the  ferry  at  this  point :  or  as  a  defence  of  the  inhabi- 
tants against  the  destructiveness  and  hostilities  of  the  Indians. 

The  oldest  inhabitant  of  Trenton  now  living  cannot  give  the  least 
account  of  it.  Mr-  Benjamin  Fish,  who  is  now  in  his  85th  year,  and 
who  had  lived  for  nearly  fifty  years  near  the  locality  alluded  to, 
says  that  he  has  no  reccollection  of  such  a  building.  Also  Mrs. 
Catherine  Barnes  an  aged  lady,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  now 
living  in  Trenton,  and  who  at  the  present  time  is  in  the  ninety-second 
year  of  her  age,  was  born  not  one  hundred  feet  from  the  place,  or 
Fort,  and  who  has  been  acquainted  with  the  locality  ever  since  her 
birth,  says  she  does  not  reccollect  any  such  place  in  her  earlier  days. 
As  this  small  sketch  may  be  of  much  interest  to  those  coming  after 
us,  I  leave  it  with  your  Society.  I  have  drawn  a  draft  of  the  Fort, 
or  Block-House  and  append  the  same  to  this  communication. 
Respectfully  yours, 

CHARLES  MEOILL. 


TREASURER'S  STATEMENT. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  16,   1873. 

Fiom  Robert  Clark,  Publisher  —  Fifth  Reunion  of  the  Society  of 
the  Array  of  the  Cumberland  held  at  Detroit,  1871. 

From  the  Boston  Numismatic  Society  —  The  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  Vol.  VI.,  Nos.  1.  2,  3  and  4.  July,  1871  to  April, 
1872. 

From  Rev.  J.  S.  Tuttle  —  Obituary.  In  memory  of  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Marshall,  of  Indianapolis. 

From  Gen.  Albert  J.  Myer,  Chief  Signal  Officer  —  Three  copies  of 
the  Tri-daily  Weather  Map,  and  three  copies  of  the  Tri-daily 
Bulletin.  Current  issue,  May  28,  1872. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen  —  Congressional  Globe,  Part  1st 
and  2d,  3d  Session  4  1st.  Congress,  1800-71,  and  Appendix  3  vols. 

Report  of  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey. 

Report  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  the  late  Insurrectionary  States. 

From  the  Publishers  —  The  American  and  Historical  Record  and 
Repertory  of  Notes  and  Queries.  Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing. 
Vol.  I.,  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11. 

From  the  Newark  Board  of  Trade  —  Holbrook's  Newark  City  Direc- 
tory, 1871-'72,  1  Vol. 

From  F.  W.  Ricord,  Mayor  of  Newark  —  The  Mayor's  Message 
together  with  the  Reports  of  the  City  Officers  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
for  the  year  1871. 

From  the  College  of  New  Jersey  —  Callender  of  the  College,  1871-'72. 

From  Flavel  Sullivan  —  A  box  containing  a  collection  of  sundry 
copper  tokens,  89  in  number. 

From  Department  of  the  Interior  —  Documents  of  the  1st  and  2d 
Session  of  the  41st  Congress.  37  volumes. 

One  set  of  the  Documents  of  the  3d  Session  of  the  41st 
Congress,  28  volumes. 
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From  N.  N.  Halstead — Proceedings  of  the  National  Agricultural 
Convention,  held  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  Feb.,  1872. 

From  Wm.  S.  Stryker,  Adft.  Gen.  of  N.  J. — Official  Register  of  the 
Officers  and  Men  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  by 
"Wm.  S.  Stryker,  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

From  the  Author — A  compendious  History  of  New  England  from  the 
Revolution  of  the  17th  century  to  the  death  of  King  George  the 
First,  by  John  Gorham  Palfrey. 

From  Charles  Henry  Hart — A  vindication  of  the  four  laymen  who 
requested  the  three  Bishops  to  present  charges  against  Bishop 
Doane. 

From  Thomas  G.  Bunnell — The  first  Sussex  Centennary,  containing 
the  Addresses  of  B.  B.  Edsall,  Esq.  and  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  with 
Notes,  Appendix,  &c. 

From  Col.  R.  S.  Swordt — The  Fourth  Annual  and  First  Statistical 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Newark,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  Dec.,  1871. 

Map  of  Weequahick  Lake. 

Proceedings  of  the  First  Meeting  of  the  National  Board  of 
Trade  at  Philadelphia,  June,  1868. 

Catalogue  of  the  Governors,  Trustees  and  Officers,  and  of  the 
Alumni  and  other  graduates  of  Columbia  College  (originally 
King's  College,)  in  the  city  of  New  York,  from  1754  to  1870. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Columbia  College,  on  the  location  of  the  College.  Adopted  May 
17,  1872. 

Annual  Report  of  the  President  of  Columbia  College  made  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  June  3d,  1872. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  1871-'72. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  Executive  Council  of  the  National  Board 
of  Trade. 

Recommendation  for  a  Department  of  Commerce;  with  an 
account  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  great  Britain,  by  Hamilton  A. 
Hill,  Secretary  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  State  of  New  York  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  fire  in  Chicago,  1871,  with  roll  of  contributors. 

A  communication  to  show  the  dangers  of  a  War  of  Commerce 
on  all  the  great  interests  of  our  country,  by  Peter  Cooper,  New 
York,  1871. 

From  John  E.  Rowe — Hand  Book  and  Guide  for  the  city  of  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  1872. 

From  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — Register 
and  Antiquarian  Journal,  Vol.  XXVI.  Nos.  3,  4.  Vol.  XXVII. 
No.  1. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XI.  Parts 
II,  III,  IV. 

From  G.  P.  Eurwell — Proceedings  of  the  Burwell  Family  Pic-nic, 
held  at  Burwell 's  Farm,  Milford,  Conn.,  Aug.  18,  1870. 

From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin  No.  22  for  July,  1872. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green — Prize  Essay  on  Ardent  Spirits  and  its 
substitutes  as  a  means  of  invigorating  health,  by  Reuben  D. 
Mussey,  M.  D.,  Washington,  1837. 

Third  Annual  Report  State  Board  of  Health  of  Mass.,  Jan., 
1872. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati,  1872. 

Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Rev.  James  Walker,  D.  D., 
as  President  of  Harvard  College,  May  24,  1853. 

Addresses  at  the  Inauguration  of  Jared  Sparks,  L.  L.  D.,  as 
President  of  Harvard  College,  June  20,  1849. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bethune's  Oration  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
Harvard  University,  19th  July,  1849. 

Daniel  Webster  as  a  jurist.  Address  to  the  students  in  the 
Law  School  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  by  Joel  Parker.  L. 
L.  D.,  Royal  Professor,  Cambridge,  1853. 

The  Necrology  of  Harvard  University,  1869-'72. 

Cattle  transportation  in  the  United  States.  An  Essay  by 
George  P.  Angell,  President  of  Mass.  Soc.  for  Prevention  of 
Cruelty  to  Animals.  Boston,  1872, 
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Reply  to  the  "  Statements  of  the  Trustees "  of  the  Dudley 
Observatory  by  Benjamin  Apthorp  Gould,  Jr.  Albany,  1859. 

Discourse  occasioned  by  the  recent  duel  in  Washington. 
Delivered  by  Henry  Ware,  Jr.,  March  4,  1838,  in  the  Chapel  of 
Harvard  University.  Cambridge,  1838. 

Address  and  Discourse  after  the  death  of  Rev.  W.  E.  Channing, 
D.  D.,  by  Ezra  S.  Gannett.  Boston,  1842. 

Report  on  the  Geology  of  Mass.     Part  I. 

Paul  Lunt's  Diary  from  May  to  Dec.,  1775,  for  private  distribu- 
tion. Published  in  Boston,  1872. 

A  journal  of  Travels  from  Newburyport  to  Cambridge  and  in 
the  Camp.  Edited  by  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.  D. 

Economical  Geology.     Amherst,  1832. 

A  case  of  extensive  disease  of  the  Clevical  Vertebra,  and 
Report  of  an  operation  for  Neuralgia,  by  Buckminster  Brown, 
M.  D.  Boston,  1853. 

First  and  Second  Report  of  Geology  of  Public  Lands,  Maine 
and  Mass.  Boston,  1837. 

Reports  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Zoological  Survey  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts.  Boston,  1838. 

Address  before  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  by 
Charles  Theo.  Russell.  Boston,  1852. 

The  Financial  Revulsions  of  1857. 

Mr.  Walley's  Address  before  the  American  Statistical  Associa- 
tion, Feb.  10,  1858. 

The  new  doctrine  of  Clerical  Privilege.  An  Address  delivered 
in  Tremont  Hall,  on  the  26th  Jan.,  1852.,  by  J.  H.  Fairchild, 
Pastor  of  Payson  Church,  South  Boston.  Boston,  1852. 

Wealth  and  Beauty — A  Poem  read  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa 
Society  in  Cambridge,  July  19,  1855,  by  Henry  Hurlburt.  Cam- 
bridge, 1855. 

From  Wm.  Nelson,  Clerk  of  Chosen  freeholders  of  Passaic — Manual 
of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Passaic, 
compiled  by  William  Nelson.  1872. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders,  Passaic  Co., 
for  year  ending  1871-'72,  and  an  Annual  Report  of  the  County 
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Collector,  1871-'72,  and  a  number  of  newspaper  articles  relating 

to  the  local  history  of  Passaic  County. 
Prom  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 

at  the  Semi-annual  Meeting  held  in  Boston,  April   23d,  1872. 

No.  58. 
From  State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin — Report  and  Collections 

of  the  Society  for  the  years  1869,  '70,  '71,  '72.     Vol.  VI. 
From  the  State  of  New  York — 54th  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees 

of  the  State  Library. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Library,  1872.     Containing 

Subject  Index  of  the  General  Library. 

From  Adolphus  P.  Young — The  Burning  of  Chambersburg,  Penn., 
by  Rev.  B.  S.  Schenck,  D.  D.,  an  eye  witness  and  a  sufferer. 
4th  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  a  plan  of  the  burnt  portions 
of  the  town.  Phil.  1865. 

From  James  G.  Swords — Relics  from  the  Chicago  fire. 

From  V.  A.  Loubat — The  American  Vinedresser's  Guide,  by 
Alphonse  Loubat.  A  new  and  revised  edition  in  French  and 
English. 

From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — The  Journal  and  Votes  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Province  of  Nova  Cesarea  or  New 
Jersey,  in  their  First  Sessions  of  Assembly  begun  at  Perth 
Amboy  10th  Nov.,  1703. 

The  Journal  of  the  Procedure  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of 
the  Province  of  East  New  Jersey,  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
Dec.,  1682.  Published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  Jersey 
City,  1872. 

Minutes  of  the  Council  of  Safety  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
1777. 

From  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee — "  Christ  all  in  all."  A  sermon  preached 
at  the  Church  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  Sunday,  Sept.  1,  1872,  by 
C.  D.  Bradlee,  late  Pastor  of  the  "  Church  of  the  Redeemer." 

From  J.  Sabin  &  Son,  Publishers — American  Biliopolist,  a  Literary 
Register  and  Monthly  Catalogue  of  old  and  new  books,  and 
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Repository  of  Notes  and  Queries.  Vol.  IV.  Nos.  41-47  inclusive. 
From  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio — Geological 
Survey  of  Ohio.  Report  of  Progress  in  1869-'70.  In  three 
parts.  By  J.  S.  Newberry,  Chief  Geologist,  and  E.  B.  Andrews 
and  Edward  Orbon,  Assistant  Geologists.  2  Vols.  8  vo. 

Maps  (five)  of  Grouped  Sections,  Second  Geological  District. 
1870. 

The  Bible  in  the  Public  Schools.  Arguments  in  the  case  of 
John  D.  Minor  and  others  vs.  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city 
of  Cincinnati  and  others,  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Cincinnati,  with 
the  opinions  and  decision  of  the  Court. 

Transactions  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of 
Ohio.  Part  II.  Vol.  X.  1839. 

Journal  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio. 
Columbus,  1838.  Reprinted  Cincinnati,  1872. 

A  Discourse  delivered  before  the  New  England  Society  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  Dec.  21,  1847,  by  J.  Prescott  Hall. 

Progress  in  the  Northwest.  Annual  Discourse  before  the 
Historical  Society  of  Ohio,  by  the  President,  Win.  D.  Gallagher, 
delivered  April  8,  1850,  on  the  occasion  of  the  commemoration 
of  the  62d  Anniversary  of  the  first  settlement  of  the  State. 

A  lecture  on  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  its  aims,  needs  and 
resources,  delivered  before  the  Young  Men's  Mercantile  Library 
Association,  May  9,  1872,  by  Alphonse  Taft. 

An  Oration  delivered  before  the  Cincinnati  Astronomical 
Society  on  the  occasion  of  laying  the  Corner  Stone  of  an  Astro- 
nomical Observatory  on  the '10th  Nov.,  1843,  by  John  Quincy 
Adams. 

The  Annual  Address  delivered  before  the  Cincinnati  Astro- 
nomical Society,  June,  1845,  by  E.  D.  Mansfield,  Esq.,  together 
with  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Control,  and  of  the  Director  of 
the  Observatory. 

Inaugural  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Cincinnati  Observatory, 
June  30th.,  1868,  with  Annual  Report  of  the  Director,  May,  1869. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Cincinnati  Observatory, 
June,  1870. 
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An  Address  on  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  Hon.  Edwin 
M.  Stanton,  by  "Wm.  Johnson,  Jan.  7,  1870. 

Rev.  Mr.  Boynton's  Pilgrim  Oration,  Dec.  22,  1847,  before  New 
England  Society  of  Cincinnati. 

From  Charles  C.  L.  Gifford — Twenty -seven  Sermons  preached  by 
Rev.  Isaac  Browne,  at  Brook  Haven,  Conn.,  and  at  Newark  and 
Second  River  from  1736  to  1776,  and 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — One  manuscript  sermon  of  the 
same  Divine  endorsed  as  having  been  preached  seventeen  times 
between  1735  and  1769. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the 
Society  at  Philadelphia.  Vol.  XII.  No.  88,  January  and  June, 
1872. 

From  Rev.  Wm.  Stevens  Perry,  D.  D. — Journal  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Bishops,  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  United  States  of  America,  assembled  in  General  Con- 
vention, City  of  Baltimore,  from  Oct.  4  to  Oct.  2  6  in  elusive,  1871, 
with  an  Appendix. 

From  John  B.  Lee — A  fair  copie  of  ye  Ingen  arrived  from  London, 
and  now  in  ye  City  Hall  7  feet  wide  on  ye  board  and  9  feet  on 
worke  poole  73  feet  long  in  ye  whole,  manned  by  12  tug  men, 
1 1  bucket  men  and  1  pipe  man. 

From  Gen.  J.  Watts  DePeyster — La  Royale.  Parts  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6. 
The  Grand  Hunt  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Part  8. 

The  last  twenty-four  hours  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 
Major   Gen.  Andrew   Atkinson    Humphreys   and   the   combined 
Second  and  Third  Corps  at  Appomattox  Court  House,  April  8th 
9th,  1865.     By  Anchor.     One  hundred  copies   only  printed  as 
Manuscript  for  private  circulation. 

Eulogy  of  Lannart  Torstenson,  Grand  Master  of  the  Swedish 
Artillery,  by  J.  Watts  DePeyster,  4to. 

From  U.  S.  Quartermaster  General — A  Sketch  of  the  organization  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  from  1774  to  1868.  Washington, 
1869. 
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Roll  of  Honor.  Catalogue  of  Soldiers  who  died  in  defense  of 
the  Union,  interred  in  the  National  Cemeteries.  No.  XXVII. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  July,  1872. 
No.  3.  Oct.,  1872.  No  4.  Vol.  X. 

From  Col.  D.  L.  Gardiner,  of  Northfield,  Staten  Island— Chronicles 
of  the  Town  of  East  Hampton,  county  of  Suffolk,  New  York. 
Received  through  Mr.  Frederic  Thompson.  The  work  was  written 
by  Col.  Gardiner's  father,  Hon.  David  Gardiner  many  years  ago, 
and  now  published  in  book  form  for  the  first  time. 

From  the  Librarian  of  Yale  College — Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and 
Students  of  Yale  College  for  187'2-'73,  with  a  statement  of  the 
course  of  Instruction  in  the  various  departments. 

From  the  Author — The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Basking  Ridge, 
N.  J.  A  Historical  Discourse  delivered  by  the  Pastor,  Rev. 
John  Rankin,  D.  D.,  Aug.  11,  1872. 

From  the  State  Treasurer — Documents  of  the  86th  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  1  Vol.  Laws  of  New  Jersey.  Acts  of  the 
96th  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  1  Vol. 

New  Jersey  Equity  Reports.     Vol.  XXII,  7th,  C.  E.  Green. 

Statutes  at  Large  of  United  States  passed  at  22d  Session  of 
42d  Congress  for  1871-'72,  and  Treaties  and  Postal  Conventions 
by  Geo.  P.  Sanger. 

From  Rev.  W.  D.  Doty — Kenyon  College.  Tenth  Anniversary  of 
the  Class  of  1862. 

From  Mr.  Wardell  P.  Garrison — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the 
New  England  Society  of  Orange,  N.  J.,  Dec.,  '72. 

From  Hon.  Daniel  Haines — A  copy  of  Elizabethtown  Bill  in 
Chancery. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  Library  since  the  meeting  in 
May,  1872,  100  Bound  Volumes  and  88  Pamphlets.  During  the 
year  or  since  the  last  Annual  meeting  165  volumes,  and  126 
Pamphlets.  This  computation  includes  serials. 
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[The  Rev  Manassah  Cutler,  LL,  D.,  was  born  at  Killingly,  Conn.,  May  28th 
1742.  He  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1765.  He  then  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  removed  to  Edgarton,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  Not  long  afterward  he  determined  to  study 
theology,  and  was  ordained  September  llth,  1771,  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Hamilton — then  Ipswich  Hamlet — Mass.  He  served 
as  Chaplain  ia  the  American  Army  during  two  campaigns,  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1786,  Dr.  Cutler  had  become  associated  with  a  company,  (sub- 
sequently known  as  the  Ohio  Company),  whose  leading  spirits  were  Revolution- 
ary officers,  for  the  purchase  of  land  north  of  the  Ohio.  In  June,  1787  he  went 
to  New  York  as  the  agent  of  the  Company  to  negotiate  with  the  American 
Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract,  somewhere  in  the  new  country  west 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  "With  consummate  tact,  he  accomplished  his 
(mission,  and  made  a  contract  for  the  purchase  of  over  a  million  and  a  half  acres, 
at  two-thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre.  He  kept  a  journal  of  his  journey  and  his 
proceedings  at  New  York,  from  which  it  appears  that  his  plan  could  only  be 
carried  out  by  allowing  some  private  parties  to  make  an  immense  purchase  of 
Western  lands,  under  the  cover  of  the  contract  of  the  Ohio  Company.  The 
bargain  included  five  millionb  of  acres ;  one  and  a  half  millions  of  which  were 
for  the  Ohio  Company,  and  the  remainder  for  the  parties  operating  through  him. 

In  his  journal  under  date  of  Friday,  July  27th,  1787,  Dr.  Cutler  gives  this 
account  of  the  closing  of  his  mission  to  New  York :  "  At  half-past  three  I  was 
informed  that  an  Ordinance  passed  Congress  on  the  terms  stated  in  our  letter, 
without  the  least  variation,  and  that  the  Board  of  Treasury  was  directed  to 
take  Order  and  close  the  contract.  This  was  agreeable  but  unexpected  intelli- 
gence. Sargent  and  I  went  directly  to  the  Board  who  had  received  the  Ordi- 
nance, but  were  then  rising.  They  urged  me  to  tarry  the  next  day  and  they 
would  put  by  all  other  business  to  complete  the  contract,  but  I  found  it  incon- 
venient and,  after  making  a  general  verbal  adjustment,  left  it  with  Sargent  to 
finish  what  was  to  be  done  at  present.  Dr.  Lee — a  brother  of  the  famous 
Virginia  orator —  congratulated  me  and  declared  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
to  adjust  the  terms  of  the  contract,  so  far  as  was  left  to  them,  as  much  in  our 
favor  as  possible.  I  proposed  three  months  for  collecting  the  first  half  million 
of  dollars  and  for  executing  the  instruments  of  the  contract,  which  was  acceded 
to.  By  this  Ordinance  we  obtained  the  grant  of  over  five  millions  of  acres  of 
land  amounting  to  three  and  a  half  million  of  dollars;  one  million  and  a  half 
for  the  Ohio  Company  and  the  remainder  for  private  speculation  in  which  many 
of  the  principal  characters  in  America  are  concerned.  Without  connecting  this 
speculation,  similar  terms  and  advantages  could  not  have  been  obtained  for  the 
Ohio  Company.  On  my  return  through  Broadway,  I  received  the  congratu- 
lations of  my  friends  in  Congress,  and  others  with  whom  I  happened  to  meet." 
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It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Dr.  Cutler  in  all  these  negotiations  was  in  con- 
stant communication  with  Col.  William  Duer,  of  the  Treasury  Board,  and  closely 
related  to  some  of  our  New  Jersey  and  New  York  families.  He  married  Kitty, 
the  second  daughter  of  Lord  Stirling.  Dr.  Cutler  speaks  of  Col.  Duer  in  terms, 
of  warm  admiration. 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  drop  this  part  of  Dr.  Cutler's  history  without  re- 
ferring to  two  facts,  as  I  fully  believe  them  to  be  such.  The  Ordinance  to  be- 
submitted  to  Congress  was  placed  in  Dr.  Cutler's  hands  for  his  examination, 
and  his  two  grand  suggestions  were  adopted.  The  first  was  the  exclusion  of 
Slavery  forever  from  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  the  second  was  the  devor- 
tion  of  two  entire  townships  of  land  for  the  endowment  of  a  University,  and  sec- 
tion sixteen  in  every  township  of  land  and  fractional  township  in  that  vast, 
purchase  for  the  purpose  of  Schools.  Those  twO'  ideas  adopted  by  all  the  new- 
States  made  the  Great  "West  what  it  is. 

At  a  certain  stage  of  his  negotiations  with  Congress  in  I789r  he  made  a  trip- 
to  Philadelphia.  Those  parts  of  his  Journal  which  pertain  to  New  Jersey  are- 
given  in  this  paper.  They  show  what  New  Jersey  them  was,  as  viewed  by  am 
intelligent  stranger. 

The  following  winter  the  first  colony  under  Gen  Kufus  Putnam  made  its  way 
across  the  mountains,  and  on  the  7th  of  April,  1788,  landbdi  on*  the  East  side  of 
the  Muskingum,  where  it  enters  the  Ohio.  In  July,  1788,  Dr.  Cutler  made  a  jour- 
ney in  his  sulky  and  on  horseback  to  the  Muskingum,  keeping  a  jmtrnal  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  daughter.  In  this  journey  he  crossed  New  Jersey  twice,, 
and  both  the  records  concerning  that  State  and  the  narrative  of  his  journey- 
are  of  groat  interest.  The  editor  of  this  paper  is  sure  of  pardon  from  his  co- 
laborers  in  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey  for  furnishing  these  copious, 
extracts  from  his  two  unpublished  manuscript  journals. 

Dr.  Cutler  receiving  the  honorary  degree  of  L.L.  D.  from  Yale  College  in1 
1789.  He  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  learned  botanists  of  his  day  in: 
this  country,  and  was  a  remarkable  man  in  other  respects.  In  1787,  in  a  pub- 
lished pamphlet,  Dr.  C.  predicted  that  many  then  living  would  see  the  Western' 
rivers  navigated  with  steam,  and  that  within  fifty  years  the  North-western 
Territory  would  contain  more  inhabitants  than  all  New  England!  Dr.  Sprague 
has  a  very  interesting  article  on  Dr.  Cutler  in  his  Annals  of  American  Pulpit, 
[Vol.  II,  pp.  15—19.]  Dr.  C.  died,  July  23d,  1823,  aged  81,  in  the  52d  of  his. 
ministry.  His  oldest  son,  Judge  Ephrnim  Cutler,  of  Warren,  Washington  County, 
Ohio,  who  died,  July  8th,  1853,  was  a  remarkable  man  and  was  honored  in  the 
Ohio  Constitutional  Convention  as  the  successful  leader  of  the  opposition  to  an  at- 
tempt to  introduce  Slavery  into  that  State,  an  attempt  which  at  one  time  seemed 
sure  of  triumph.  Thus  the  name  of  Culler  is  an  honored  one  in  the  history  of 
the  Great  West  and  North-west,  and  is  still  most  worthily  borne  by  William  P. 
Cutler,  the  son  of  Ephraim,  who  still  resides  on  the  goodly  acres  which  con- 
stituted his  patrimony.] 

The  Rev.  Manassah  Cutler,  L.L.  D.,  in  1787  negotiated  with  the 
Continental  Congress  for  the  purchase  of  a  large  tract  of  land  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Muskingum  river  in  Ohio.  He  acted  as  the  agent  of 
the  Ohio  Company,  and  displayed  no  small  talent  in  his  business. 
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In  mid- winter,  1787-8,  the  first  colony  made  its  way  over  the  Alle- 
ghanies  to  the  Yohiogany  river,  where  they  built  boats  to  convey 
themselves  and  provisions  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum.  They 
landed  at  Marietta  on  the  7th  of  April,  1788. 

In  July  of  the  same  year,  Dr.  Cutler  made  a  journey  to  the  new 
settlement  and  the  journal  he  kept  has  been  recently  loaned  me  by 
his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Dawes  of  Marietta,  Ohio.  He  started 
from  Ipswich,  Mass.,  passing  through  Boston  (where  he  "  received 
a  prodigious  number  of  letters  for  Muskingum"),  Hartford,  Litch- 
jfield,  whose  wealth  and  elegance  he  describes,  and  Fishkill,  where  he 
crossed  the  Hudson. 

His  first  night  in  New  Jersey  was  at  "  Walling's  Tavern,  kept  by 
one  Sears,  a  surly  old  fellow,  very  extravagant  (in  his  charges) 
and  an  empty  house."  "July  30,  set  out  just  after  the  sun  rose — 
went  on  to  Sussex  Court  House,  road  good,  fourteen  miles.  Break- 
fasted at  a  tavern  just  above  the  Court  House,  kept  by  Jonathan 
Willis.  This  is  a  pretty  village  on  the  Eastern  side  and  near  the 
summit  of  a  high  hill,  land  good,  houses  indifferent.  Went  to  the 
Court  House ;  was  pleased  with  the  form  of  it  inside  ;  the  building 
is  of  stone. 

"From  this  the  road  is  tolerably  good  to  Log  Jail,  ten  miles;  very 
few  houses  and  these  mostly  humble  huts.  At  Log  Jail  or  Log 
Town,  is  a  miserable  tavern  kept  by  Jones,  a  Jew.  We  could  get 
nothing  but  oats  and  water,  neither  hay  nor  grass.  Another  tavern 
here  but  no  better. 

"  Six  miles  from  Log  Town  is  Hope,  commonly  called  Moravian 
Town.  This  is  a  small,  new,  but  very  pretty  village.  Houses  mostly 
stone,  built  in  Dutch  style.  The  Church  or  Chapel  is  a  very  hand- 
some building  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  We  put  up  at  Gamboult's. 
While  dinoer  was  preparing  we  went  to  the  Church.  *  *  * 
One  end  is  improved  as  a  dwelling-house  for  the  minister  to  whom 
we  were  introduced ;  the  other  for  the  governess  for  the  instruction 
of  the  Misses.  The  upper  story  is  a  large  Hall  with  apartments  at 
each  end  ;  here  divine  service  is  performed ;  a  rery  pretty  set  of 
organs ;  the  minister  played  us  several  tunes ;  they  have  French 
horns  and  violins  ;  the  desk  is  low  and  nothing  more  than  a  seat  a 
little  raised  with  a  table  before  it.  He  showed  us  some  paintings  in 
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his  own  apartments ;  we  took  our  leave  of  him  ;  he  was  very  polite 
and  gave  us  his  blessing.  The  granary  is  the  next  largest  building ; 
it  has  a  family  in  it  and  mills  for  grinding  and  bolting,  &c. ;  It  is 
built  of  stone,  three  stories  high.  The  road  from  Log  Jail  not  very 
good ;  Gamboult  keeps  a  very  good  house  and  very  obliging.  From  this 
we  came  on  twelve  miles  to  White's,  in  Oxford  Toownship  ;  road 
not  bad,  but  some  parts  of  it  rocky ;  put  up  for  the  night ;  White 
is  very  obliging ;  good  tavern  for  this  country ;  beds  pretty  good. 
Fair,  cool. 

"  Thursday,  July  3 1 .  Set  out  this  morning  just  after  sun-rise,  twelve 
miles  to  East  Town ;  road  not  good.  Crossed  the  Delaware  in  a  good 
ferry-boat;  not  wide.  The  Lehigh  river  enters  the  Delaware  just 
below  where  we  landed  on  the  Pennsylvania  side,  called  "  The  Forks." 
As  soon  as  we  were  over  the  river  we  entered  East  Town,  which  is  a 
very  pretty  village ;  houses  all  stone  in  the  Dutch  style ;  a  hand- 
some Court  House  and  Dutch  Churches ;  there  are  two  ministers ; 
every  third  Sunday  preaching  in  English.  We  breakfasted  at  Hembt's 
tavern  beyond  the  Court  House.  Could  get  no  hay  nor  grass,  but 
were  furnished  with  a  good  breakfast,  bacon  and  eggs,  beef  and 
sausages  in  slices  raw,  green  tea,  &c." 

Dr.  Cutler  describes  Bethlehem,  "  Allen's  Town"  and  Reading,  but 
I  can  only  select  here  and  there  an  extract ;  desiring  to  quote  all  he 
says  of  New  Jersey,  as  he  crossed  it  going  West  and  on  his  return 
through  Philadelphia. 

He  gives  a  description  of  " Harrisbourgh."  "This  is  a  beautiful 
town ;  it  contains  about  one  hundred  houses,  all  built  in  less  than 
three  years ;  many  of  them  brick,  some  of  them  three  story,  built  in 
the  Philadelphia  style ;  all  appear  very  neat.  A  great  number  of 
taverns  with  handsome  signs.  Houses  all  two  story,  large  windows. 
About  one-half  the  people  are  English  ;  people  were  going  to  meet- 
ing ;  they  meet  in  private  houses ;  have  no  Churches  yet.  People 
appear  very  well  dressed,  some  gay.  About  a  mile  from  the  last 
stage  I  ferried  over  a  branch  of  the  Susquehanna  called  Sweet 
Avon'  Creek." 

Dr.  Cutler  mentions  a  remarkable  spring  he  visited  near  Allen  town. 
He  says:  "we  crossed  a  river  called  Cedar  Creek,  which  rises  from 
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a  remarkable  spring  described  by  Gen.  Lincoln.  It  is  not  far  from 
Aler's  tavern ;  Aler  describes  it  much  as  the  General  has  done.  A 
large  mill  stands  within  two  hundred  feet  of  the  head  of  the  spring 
which  is  very  deep ;  large  holes  are  seen  at  the  bottom  of  it,  from 
which  the  water  runs  out,  some  of  them  as  large  as  a  man's  body. 
There  is  no  hill  of  any  consideration  near.  Aler's  is  a  very  good 
house  for  a  Dutchman.  Not  dear." 

The  Pennsylvania  of  that  day  as  compared  with  the  Pennsylvania 
of  to-day,  may  be  inferred  from  Dr.  Cutler's  description  of  his 
means  of  crossing  such  streams  as  the  Delaware,  the  Lehigh,  the 
Schuylkill,  the  Juniata,  the  Susquehanna  and  the  Monongahela.  He 
did  not  find  a  bridge  over  any  large  river  from  Easton  to  Wheeling, 
and  describes  the  "rope  ferry"  with  which  he  crossed  the  Schuyl- 
kill as  a  specimen  of  some  of  the  ferries.  He  ferried  the  Svsque- 
hanna  also,  which  he  says  is  often  so  shallow  as  to  be  forded.  From 
Harrisburgh  he  "  went  to  Polluck's  Taven — a  fat  Irishman — gave 
us  a  grand  dinner — horses  fared  bad — intolerably  dear."  He  speaks 
admiringly  of  Carlisle,  especially  of  the  Barracks  and  Court  House 
"  which  far  exceed  anything  in  this  part  of  the  country."  Here  he 
found  a  "  Mr.  Mould  on  his  way  to  Fort  Pitt  with  his  family,  and 
one  other,  a  coach  and  three  waggons."  He  describes  Shippens- 
burg  "  a  new  but  large  town  in  one  street,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  houses,  some  tolerably  good  ones."  From  this  point  he  crossed 
the  mountains,  following  what  is  now  the  old  road,  passing  over 
three  great  mountains  now  named  "  The  Three  Brothers."  He  left 
Chambersburgh  far  to  the  south.  The  road  was  rough,  and  the 
Doctor  broke  his  sulky,  "  the  day  was  very  wet,  night  came  on 
when  we  were  five  miles  from  the  tavern — had  a  shocking  time — 
arrived  at  Reefer's  tavern  at  ten.  This  is  a  Dutch  house,  the  land- 
lord obliging  but  dirty — bad  house  in  itself— turned  into  a  hot  log 
chamber  full  of  people,  bed  swarming  with  bugs  and  fleas,  kept 
awake  almost  all  night  by  a  crazy  woman — slept  a  little  in  the 
morning,  &c." 

Before  the  Doctor  had  crossed  these  mountains  he  concluded  to 
abandon  his  sulky  and  take  to  the  saddle  for  the  rest  of  the  journey, 
the  road  being  rough  and  steep,  and  not  as  well  adapted  to  wheels 
as  to  riding  on  horseback. 
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He  crossed  the  Juniata  at  "Martin's."  "At  one  Clark's  we 
breakfasted  and  dined  in  same  meal,  a  tolerable  tavern  for  provisions 
for  man  and  horse,  but  wretchedly  dirty.  There  we  met  a  Packer 
with  ten  pack-horses,  loaded  principally  with  ginseng  in  barrels,  two 
barrels  on  a  pack-horse,  from  Fort  Pitt.  Met  a  great  number  of 
these  packers,  but  the  wagons  struck  us  with  astonishment." 

These  wagons  were  the  great  Conestoga  wagons  with  six  or  eight 
horses  attached,  on  which  in  those  days  and  for  fifty  years  afterwards 
so  large  a  part  of  the  merchandise  was  conveyed  from  the  eastern 
cities  to  the  Ohio.  "  The  great  number  of  packers,"  and  partic- 
ularly "  the  packer  with  ten  pack-horses "  each  with  two  barrels 
slung  across  his  back,  constitutes  one  of  the  very  finest  points  of 
contrast  between  western  freighting  in  1788  and  1872, — the  pack- 
horse  and  the  freight  train  on  the  Pennsylvania  Railway !  Dr.  Cutler 
expected  great  changes,  but  if  he  were  here  now  he  would  be  more 
struck  with  astonishment  than  when  he  saw  the  Conestoga  wagons. 

Our  journalist  in  describing  Bedford,  the  shire-town  of  Bedford 
County,  states  a  fact  which  interests  Jerseymen  and  Buckeyes  also. 
He  says  "  Judge  Symmes — John  Cleves — had  taken  lodging  at  the 
best  tavern  (in  Bedford),  we  however,  made  shift  to  get  lodgings  in 
the  same  house — Mr.  Wert's,  a  Dutchman.  Judge  Symmes  was 
complaisant.  I  had  a  letter  to  him  from  his  brother  at  Sussex  Court 
House,  (N.  J.)  He  had  his  daughter  with  him,  a  very  pretty  young 
lady,  one  or  two  women  with  husbands,  six  heavy  wagons,  one  stage 
wagon,  and  a  chair — a  two-wheeled  covered  conveyance  for  two 
persons — thirty-one  horses,  three  carpenters,  and  one  mason — has 
been  out  three  weeks." 

August  7.  I  rose  early  this  morning — foggy,  so  that  we  could  see 
but  little  of  the  town — set  out  just  after  sunrise.  Judge  Symmes' 
wagons  were  nearly  ready  to  start  when  we  left  the  house,  &c." 

Well  might  these  two  remarkable  men  treat  each  other  "with  com- 
plaisance," as  they  met  in  Bedford  on  their  way  to  a  country  whose 
destiny  was  to  be  so  greatly  affected  by  their  plans  and  energy.* 


*John  Cleves  Symmes,  usually  called  Judge  Symmes — was  a  native  of  Long 
Island,  the  son  of  a  clergyman.  He  removed  to  Sussex  County,  New  Jersey, 
some  years  before  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  active  patriot,  was  commis- 
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From  Bedford  Dr.  Cutler  took  the  route  that  leads  to  the  Ohio 
through  Washington.  He  "  baited  his  horse  at  a  dirty  Dutch  cabin  " 
among  the  hills,  but  at  last  reached  Sumrell's  Ferry,  where  the  first 
party  for  Marietta  had  spent  the  previous  winter  building  boats  for 
descending  the  river.  In  this  vicinity  his  son  Jervis  Cutler  was 
teaching  school,  having  accompanied  the  colony  to  Marietta  and  then 
returned  to  this  place  to  teach. 

Dr.  Cutler's  record  of  August  10th,  Sunday,  is  worth  quoting 
The  Western  part  of  Pennsylvania  was  settled  by  Scotch-Irish  Pres- 
byterians and  among  them  the  Doctor  spent  this  Sunday.  He  says  : 
"Felt  my  fatigue  most  sensibly,  but  could  not  get  excused  from 
going  six  miles  to  meeting ;  excessive  bad  road.  Mr.  Finley  is  the 
minister;  has  two  congregations,  eight  miles  distant;  meeting  house 


sioned  a  Colonel,  served  honorably,  was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress 
of  New  Jersey,  a  member  of  the  Council,  a  Lieutenant  Governor,  a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  for  twelve  years  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
Chief  Justice  Symmes  presided  at  the  trial  of  Morgan,  the  Irishman  who  shot 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell  of  Elizabethtown,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1781,  and 
upon  his  conviction,  sentenced  him  to  be  hung. 

On  the  29th  of  August.  1787,  Judge  Symmes  applied  to  Congress  for  a  large 
tract  of  land  by  purchase,  no  doubt  encouraged  by  Cutler's  successful  negotia- 
tion. It  is  asserted  by  the  author  of  "  Annals  of  the  West,"  p.  299,  that 
Symmes,  previous  to  his  offer,  had  visited  that  magnificent  region  known  to  this 
day  as  the  "  Miami  Country  "  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by  the  represen- 
tations of  Benjamin  Stites  of  Brownsville,  Pa.,  who  himself  had  explored 
that  very  region  in  1786.  On  the  2d  of  October,  1787  Symmes'  application 
was  referred  to  the  Treasury  Board  with  power  to  conclude  a  contract  with 
him.  In  November  he  issued  proposals  to  settle  for  the  sale  of  lands  on  favor- 
able terms.  He  supposed  he  had  contracted  for  more  than  a  million  of  acres, 
but  on  actual  survey  the  tract  was  found  to  contain  about  six  hundred  thous- 
and. The  tract  is  between  the  two  Miamis,  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
Ohio.  In  it  is  Cincinnati.  The  contract  was  closed  October  15th,  1788,  but 
the  patent  was  issued  for  a  little  less  than  250.000  acres  the  amount  paid  for. 

February  19th,  1788,  Judge  Symmes  was  appointed  by  Congress  one  of  the 
Judges  of  the  North  Western  Territory.  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam  being  another. 
In  January,  1788,  Symmes  sold  to  Matthias  Denman,  of  Springfield.  New  Jer- 
sey, the  land  on  which  Cincinnati  was  afterwirds  laid  out.  In  July  of  that 
year,  Denman  and  other  persons  interested  in  ihe  Miami  purchase,  started  west 
and  arrived  at  Maysville.  Kentucky,  in  August. 

It  is  evident  that  Judge  Burnet  in  his  "  Notes,"  has  made  an  error  in  the 
date,  in  saying  that  the  first  party  under  Major  Stites  reached  Cincinnati  in 
November,  1788,  that  Denman's  party  did  not  reach  there  until  December,  and 

11 
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in  the  woods;  no  house  near;  large  congregation  ;  three  hundred  or 
four  hundred  horses  (tied  in  the  adjoining  woods),  made  a  curious 
appearance;  congregation  appeared  well.  I  preached  in  the  after- 
noon; we  had  half  an  hour  intermission." 

On  Monday  he  met  his  son,  but  advised  him  to  continue  his  school. 
He  passed  through  Washington  and  thence  to  Coxe's  Fort,  where 
one  Col.  Prather  resided.  At  this  place  "  we  had  our  first  sight  of 
this  beautiful  river,  the  Ohio."  It  was  about  eighteen  miles  above; 
Wheeling. 

Here  the  Doctor  and  his  companions  put  out  their  horses  to  b& 
kept  until  their  return  from  Marietta.  They  here  met  Gen.  Tupper,. 
one  of  the  Marietta  Colonists.  They  were  to  finish  the  journey  by- 
boat,  and  under  date  of  Friday,  August  15,  we  have  this  record,, 
which  seems  to  indicate  that  all  the  inventive  genius  is  not  restricted 


that  the  third  party  of  adventurers  under  Judge  Symmes  did  not  reach  the: 
place  until  early  in  February,  1789. 

The  fact  is  that  on  the  6th  of  August,  1788,  Dr.  Cutler  met  Judge  Symmes. 
and  his  party  at  Bedford,  Pa.,  on  their  way  to  the  Miamis.  He  had  started  in 
July,  only  a  few  days  after  Mr.  Denman.  When  he  reached  Maysville  I  am 
not  able  to  say,  but  suppose  it  was  in  the  fore  part  of  September,  since  it  ia 
now  known  that  on  the  22d  of  September,  1788,  Denman.  Col.  Israel  Ludlow 
and  Judge  Symmes  were  all  at  the  place  where  Cincinnati  is  now  built.  For 
some  of  these  facts  I  am  indebted  to  two  small  pamphlets  from  the  pen  of  that 
indefatigable  and  intelligent  antiquarian,  Robert  Clarke,  one  of  the  great  pub- 
lishers of  Ohio;  the  first  is  "Captain  John  Cleves  Symmes."  and  the  second, 
"  Information  Wanted  with  Reference  to  the  Early  Settlers  of  Losantiville, 
(now  Cincinnati.)" 

The  pretty  daughter  of  Judge  Symmes  whom  Dr.  Cutler  saw  at  Bedford, 
was  probably  Anna,  subsequently  the  wife  of  Gen.  Wm.  Henry  Harrison,  after- 
ward President  of  the  United  States 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  also  that  Symmes  made  arrangements  for  the  en- 
dowment ot  a  University  with  lands  provided  by  the  Government,  although  the 
donation  was  not  made  until  some  years  afterwards,  and  for  section  sixteen  in 
every  township  for  school  purposes. 

It  is  evident  that  "the  best  tavern  in  Bedford  "  had  for  its  guests  on  the  6th 
of  August,  1788,  two  remarkable  men,  ever  to  be  associated  with  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  States  which  they  began  to  plant  when  they  sent  perma- 
nent settlers  to  the  banks  of  the  Muskmguin,  the  Miami  and  the  Ohio. 

The  meeting  of  these  two  men  is  an  incident,  so  interesting  that  I  am.  un- 
willing to  omit  it. 
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to  our  own  time.  Dr.  Cutler  writes :  "  This  morning  we  went  pretty 
early  to  the  boat.  Gen.  Tapper  had  mentioned  to  me  a  mode  of 
constructing  a  machine  to  work  in  the  head  or  stern  of  a  boat,  instead 
of  oars.  It  appeared  to  me  highly  probable  it  might  succeed.  I 
therefore  proposed  that  we  should  make  the  experiment.  Assisted 
by  a  number  of  the  people  we  went  to  work  and  constructed  a 
machine  in  form  of  a  screw,  with  short  blades,  and  placed  it  in  the 
stern  of  a  boat  which  we  turned  with  a  crank.  It  succeeded  to  ad- 
miration, and  I  think  it  a  very  useful  discovery." 

On  the  17th  of  August  the  party  started  for  Marietta.  The 
Doctor  speaks  of  the  Ohio  as  "  a  most  delightful  stream — very  ro 
mantic  At  seven  miles  below  Buffalo,  p;issed  a  Post  on  the  Federal 
side,  commanded  by  Capt.  McMahon,  Virginia  militia,  a  number  of 
huts,  men,  women  and  children.  At  Wheeling  he  lodged  with  Esq. 
Zain ;  been  fortified;  a  pretty  settlement.  Opposite  to  his  house  is 
a  very  rich  and  fine  island  of  three  hundred  acres. ''  The  next  day 
Zain  showed  him  some  rice  he  had  cultivated,  "  about  a  rod  square, 
m  six  drills ;  horses,  a  few  nights  before  got  in  and  cropped  it ;  as- 
sured me  it  would  have  yielded  two  bushels ;  has  raised  ten  bushels 
from  four  rods  square ;  it  is  grown  on  high  bank,  somewhat  sandy, 
second  bottom."  "He  has  raised  good  indigo;  says  we  may  culti- 
vate much  as  we  please.  He  raises  excellent  tobacco ;  has  a  fine 
bottom,  well  cleaned.  Very  generous  ;  requested  me  to  call  again  ; 
fine  orchard;  large  number  of  peaches:  offered  to  give  me  two  or 
three  hundred."  On  the  19th,  he  "saw  Round  Bottom,  the  land 
owned  by  Gen.  Washington  ;  very  extensive  and  good." 

The  Zane  family  had  been  settled  at  Wheeling,  eighteen  years 
when  Dr.  Cutler  visited  the  place ;  the  three  brothers,  Ebenezer, 
Silas  and  Jonathan  having  come  there  in  1770.  They  had  a  sister, 
Elizabeth,  who  on  the  occasion  of  the  siege  of  Fort  Henry,  near 
Wheeling,  by  Simon  Girty,  performed  a  very  daring  act.  She  went 
from  the  Fort  to  the  house  of  Ebenezer  Zane,  some  sixty  yards 
distant,  to  get  a  keg  of  powder  that  was  there  concealed  and  forgotten, 
when  they  fled  to  the  Fort  on  the  approach  of  Girty's  savages.  The 
whole  family  seem  to  have  been  bold,  sturdy  people.  I  suppose  the 
"  Esq  Zain"  of  Dr.  Cutler's  journal,  was  Ebenezer,  the  oldest  of 
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the  brothers,  and  a  prominent  man  in  his  day.  In  1796  Congress 
authorized  him  to  "  blaze  and  open  a  bridle  path  or  road"  from  Wheel- 
ing to  Maysville,  Ky.,  which  commission  be  fulfilled.  He  received 
as  a  compensation  for  his  services,  the  privilege  of  "  locating  military 
warrants  upon  three  sections  of  land,  not  to  exceed  one  mile  square 
each,"  the  first  being  where  the  new  road  crossed  the  Muskingum,  at 
Zanesville ;  the  second,  where  it  crossed  the  Hockhock,  where  Lan- 
caster now  is  ;  and  the  third  where  it  crossed  the  Scioto,  opposite  the 
present  city  of  Chillicothe.  His  brother  Jonathan,  and  his  son  in 
law,  John  Mclntire,  were  associated  with  him  in  tracing  the  road, 
and  he  gave  them  as  their  share  of  the  Congressional  grant,  the 
mile  square  at  the  Muskingum. 

These  Zanes  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Western  coun- 
try, and  when  previous  to  the  purchase,  one  of  he  most  active  pro- 
moters of  the  Ohio  Company's  plan,  was  at  the  West,  on  an  ex- 
ploring tour,  he  met  one  of  the  Zanes,  who  strongly  advised  him 
not  to  select  the  Muskingum  Country,  but  to  go  farther  down  the 
Ohio  and  locate  either  on  the  Scioto,  or  the  Miami.  The  advice  was 
regarded  with  suspicion  by  the  tourist,  as  given  by  one  who  was  him- 
self interested  in  the  Muskingum  Country ;  but  had  that  advice  been 
taken  the  Ohio  Company's  history  would  have  been  greatly  modified 
by  their  securing  the  finest  body  of  land  in  place  of  the  poorest. 
The  minerals  of  the  Ohio  Company's  purchase  now  modify  this  esti- 
mate greatly. 

It  is  interesting  thus  to  find  Dr.  Cutler  meeting  another  remarka- 
ble man,  who  was  to  exert  so  great  an  influence  on  the  settlement 
of  the  country,  North  of  the  Ohio,  and  who  was  at  that  time,  a 
leading  pioneer  West  of  the  Alleghanies. 

On  the  29th  of  August,  "  we  landed  at  the  Point — Marietta — and 
were  very  politely  received  by  the  Hon.  Judges,  Gen.  Putnam  and 
our  friends.  Gen.  Putnam  invited  me  to  his  lodgings  which  is  a 
market.  Drank  tea  with  Gen.  Parsons ;  seven  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  miles  from  Ipswich." 

On  the  20th,  he  had  an  entertainment  given  him  by  the  officers  of 
Port  Harman  and  the  leading  men  of  the  Colony.  On  the  21st,  he 
"took  a  long  walk  over  the  city  lots,  and  through  the  corn  field, 
which  astonished  me  on  account  of  its  magnitude.  Should  be  as  soon 
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lost  in  it  as  in  a  Cedar  swamp  in  a  cloudy  day.  "Went  on  the  high 
mound :  a  White  Oak  on  the  top  which  Gen.  Putnam  judged  to  be 
one  hundred  feet  high.  *  *  *  *  Felt 

myself  much  injured  yesterday  and  to-day  by  representations  made 
by  the  Rhode  Island  (?)  faction,  respecting  the  Scioto  Company 
purchase." 

I  am  not  able  to  explain  certainly  the  reference  in  this  passage. 
The  Scioto  Company  was  made  up  of  Col.  William  Duer  and  other 
gentlemen,  who  secured  the  purchase  of  them,  and  a  half  million  of 
land  so  situated  in  regard  to  the  Scioto  as  to  take  its  name  from  that 
river.  The  purchase  was  made  under  Dr.  Cutler's  contract  at  two- 
thirds  of  a  dollar  per  acre.  The  intention  of  these  speculations  was 
to  purchase  the  land  warrants  and  other  securities  of  the  Continental 
Congress  which  were  held  at  a  very  low  figure,  and  at  that  time 
could  scarcely  be  sold  for  any  price,  and  with  these  pay  for  lands 
which  they  fully  expected  would  soon  be  in  market  for  actual  settlers 
at  a  remunerative  advance.  The  plan  was  shrewd  and  might  have 
"  led  on  to  fortune,  "  had  not  the  Holland  Dutch  perceived  that  the 
American  goverment  was  good  for  its  debts,  and  began  to  buy  up 
its  securities,  This  gave  value  to  the  very  obligations  which  the 
Scioto  Company  expected  to  get  for  little  a  nothing  and  pay  for  its 
magnificent  lands  in  Ohio.  It  is  averred  that  this  is  the  reason  the 
contract  was  not  fulfilled  by  the  Scioto  Company,  and  it  is  not  un- 
likely that  the  disappointment  led  to  some  harsh  remarks  in  regard  to 
men  who  were  prominent  in  the  original  transaction.  Among  these 
was  Dr.  Cutler,  who  was  interested  no  further  than  has  been  stated, 
that  he  consented  to  let  the  Scioto  Company's  purchase  be  made 
under  cover  of  that  of  the  Ohio  Company  whose  agent  he  was.  This 
probably  explains  the  statement  of  Dr.  Cutler  already  quoted. 

On  the  22d  of  August  he  crossed  the  Ohio  to  visit  "  Mr.  Williams, 
who  is  a  principal  man;  has  a  fine  farm  of  four  hundred  acres;  the 
other  people  are  his  tenants;  came  here  25th  of  March,  1787  ;  there 
are  about  thirteen  families."  He  dined  with  a  number  of  Indians 
that  day. 

On  Sunday,  August  24h,  he  preached  at  the  Hall  in  Campus, 
Martius ;  very  full.  At  sundown  he  went  to  see  the  great  tree, 
thirteen  feet  in  diameter ;  hollow,  "  if  cut  off  two  feet  above  the 
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ground  sixty-four  men  could  stand  inside  the  stump  ;  measured  the 
circumference  as  near  the  ground  as  possible  so  as  to  take  in  all  the 
bilges,  and  made  it  forty-six  and  one-half  feet." 

August  25th,  Dr.  Cutler  records  the  first  death  in  Marietta,  '•  a 
child  of  Major  Cushing's ;  its  name  Nabby,  thirteen  months  old." 
On  the  26th,  he  saw  "two  large  Kentucky  boats  with  a  number  of 
families  bound  to  Judge  Symmes'  settlement."  The  next,  27th,  Dr. 
Cutler  writes,  "  Judge  Symmes  and  his  Company  arrived  last  night. 
He,  with  his  daughter,  made  us  a  visit  to-day ;  a  very  well  accom- 
plished young  lady."  That  day  occurred  the  first  funeral  in  the 
Marietta  graveyard,  that  of  Nabby,  Major  Cushing's  child. 

On  the  28th,  he  was  "  visited  by  Madame  Zane,  a  squaw,  descend- 
ed from  a  Royal  family,  daughter  of  the  Half-King  of  the  Wyandots, 
the  wife  of  Isaac  Zane,  a  white  captive  adopted  by  Indians;  her 
family  was  with  her,  and  her  brother,  a  son  of  the  Half-King,  old 
Guyersutur,  a  Seneca  Chief  and  several  others.  Mrs.  Zane  and  her 
family  were  very  nicely  dressed.  It  was  said  she  had  on  three 
hundred  broaches,  and  that  her  whole  dress  cost  five  hundred  dollars  ; 
her  family  in  the  same,  very  neat.  We  have  had  Indians  to  dine 
with  us  about  every  day  since  I  have  been  on  the  Point,  principally 
Delawares,  Wyandots,  one  or  two  Shawanese,  Mingo,  Seneca,  or  Six 
Nation  No  other  natives  came  in ;  the  Cippawa  and  Ottawa  appear 
to  be  rather  inclined  for  war,  but  have  come  into  the  Council  at 
Sandusky  and  acceded  to  a  general  peace." 

Sunday,  August  31st,  Dr.  C.  preached — the  Governor  present- 
Tuesday,  Sept.  2d,  Court  of  Common  Peas  opened  wuh  very  con- 
siderable parade,  a  procession,  prayer ;  "  the  Governor  and  Supreme 
Judges  present." 

On  the  9th,  Dr.  Cutler  took  passage  in  a  row  boat  with  Monsieur 
Vigo.  for  Wheeling.  On  the  way  up  the  Company  had  an  "  Indian 
scare,"  that  proved  to  be  only  some  white  hunters.  The  Doctor 
gives  several  pages  of  the  details.  Reached  Wheeling  Sunday, 
September  14th;  "dined  on  veal  roasted  in  a  pan  by  the  Sargeant's 
wife ;  very  good.  On  the  15th,  landed  at  "  Coxe's  Fort,"  and  "  went 
to  Squire  Willis' ;  found  my  horse  in  good  plight ;  paid  the  Squire 
one  dollar  for  keeping  and  nine  shillings,  Pennsylvania  money,  for 
three  bushels  of  oats."  He  did  not  always  find  accommodations  to 
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his  liking;  at  one  place  "a  dirty  Dutch  tavern,"  at  another,  Bridges, 
"a  good  looking,  but  ill-natured  landlady,"  and  at  another,  "the 
woman  sick ;  baited  myself  and  horse  ;  bill  paid  by  prescriptions." 
At  another  place  he  found  "families  going  Westward."  His  bill  for 
breakfast  and  horse  feed  ranged  from  one  shilling  to  two.  When  it 
was  more,  the  good  man  showed  displeasure  at  "  the  dearness  of  the 
fare."  Seven  miles  from  Bedford  he  spent  the  night  at  "  a  most 
wretched  and  dear  Dutch  tavern  ;  bill  four  shillings,  four  pence, 
Proclamation  money."  He  avoided  Harrisburg  and  passed  through 
Lancaster  which  is  "a  large  and  antient  town  ;  the  best  built  inland 
town  in  America."  "It  has  one  hundred  and  eighty  taverns  and 
licensed  houses  of  all  descriptions." 

Dr.  C.  reached  Philadelphia,  September  28th.  The  contrast  of 
1788  with  1872  is  pleasantly  suggested  by  what  our  tourist  says. 
"  Went  on  to  Philadelphia ;  crossed  the  Schuylkill  at  the  Middle 
Bridge;  toll  ninepence ;  the  bridge  floats;  is  very  good  ;  the  street 
from  the  bridge  leads  directly  to  Market  street.  Put  up  at  the 
Indian  Queen  in  Fourth  street,  a  little  South  of  the  head  of  Market." 

All  of  interest  there  is  in  the  notes  of  the  Doctor's  journey  to 
New  York  is  found  in  the  names  of  taverns  and  such  items.  Mon- 
day night,  September  29th,  he  stayed  at  Paul's,  at  Frankfort ;  bill 
three  shillings,  twopence.  Next  morning  breakfast,  two  shillings, 
two  pence :  toll  bridge  ninepence ;  ferry  over  the  Delaware  at  Tren- 
town,  one  shilling,  sixpence ;  lodged  at  Smith's,  in  Maidenhead ; 
bill  five  shillings,  tenpence.  "  October  1st,  passed  through  Kings- 
town and  Princetown.  Bill  and  ferry  at  Brunswick,  seven  shillings. 
Passed  through  Woodbridge;  bill  at  Cross  Keys,  one  shilling,  nine- 
pence.  Went  on  to  Elizabethtown  and  lodged;  bill  at  Prentice's 
five  shillings,  sixpence.  October  2d,  breakfasted  in  Newark  at 
Redding's,  two  shillings,  ninepence ;  iirst  ferry,  one  shilling,  six- 
pence; the  second  ferry,  two  shillings;  ferry  from  Powles'  Hook  to 
Jersey  City,  four  shillings,  fourpence.  Put  my  horse  at  the 
Stage  House  in  the  street  leading  from  Oswego  market,  to  Powles' 
Hook  Ferry.  Delivered  letter  to  the  War  Office.  Called  on  Col. 
Platt;  dined  with  him;  Duer,  Combs,  Col.  Wadsworth  and  Col. 
Talmage  were  in  the  Company."  Friday,  October  3d,  very  busy; 
called  on  many  of  my  old  friends.  October  4th ;  conference  with 
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Duer  and  Platt  at  the  Board  of  the  Treasury,  which  closed  our 
business." 

He  arrived  at  Ipswich,  the  point  of  departure,  on  the  15th  of  Octo- 
ber, having  been  absent  twelve  weeks  and  two  days.  According  to  his 
daily  reckoning  his  outward  journey  was  seven  hundred  and  fifty-one 
miles,  and  returning  by  Philadelphia,  he  must  have  gone  out  of  his  way. 
His  whole  journey  was  about  sixteen  hundred  miles.  He  was  nine- 
teen days  at  Marietta,  so  that  he  was  on  the  road  sixty-seven  days,  in- 
cluding Sundays ;  on  which,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  he  travelled. 
He  usually  started  each  morning  by  daybreak  and  travelled  often  until 
quite  late,  and  yet  all  his  industry  only  gave  him  an  average  of 
twenty-four  miles  a  day.  One  can  now  leave  Boston  and  reach 
Marietta  in  less  than  thirty  hours.  In  less  than  three  days  one  may 
now  accomplish  the  round  trip  that  in  1788,  cost  Dr.  Cutler  more 
days  of  travel  than  are  now  required  of  hours. 

The  year  before  his  trip  to  Ohio,  whilst  his  negotiations  with  Con- 
gress in  1787  were  still  pending,  Dr.  Cutler  took  the  opportunity  to 
visit  Philadelphia.  That  part  of  his  journal  which  pertains  to  his 
journey  through  New  Jersey  is  quite  full  and  interesting  to  Jerseymen. 

"WEDNESDAY,  July  llth,  (1787.) 

"Set  out  early  for  Philadelphia.  Paulus'  Hook  was  ve^  strongly 
fortified  in  the  time  of  the  late  War  b}r  the  Americans.  It  was  a  point 
of  land  surrounded  with  marsh,  and  of  very  small  extent.  The 
fortifications  in  some  parts  remain  entire.  Two  miles  from  the  Hook 
is  Bergentown,  a  very  compact  village  of  considerable  extent.  It 
is  inhabited  entirely  by  the  Dutch.  There  is  a  large  Dutch  Church 
built  with  stone,  and  a  handsome  steeple.  The  houses  are  mostly 
built  with  stone  in  the  Dutch  style  which  gives  then  a  very  odd  ap- 
pearance to  a  New  England  man.  They  are  large  on  the  ground, 
one  and  a  ha.lf  stories  high,  sharp  pitched  roof  no  regularity  in  doors 
and  windows,  which  appear  like  dead  lights,  are  generally  shut  up 
very  close  with  a  window  shutter  on  the  outside,  so  that  very  little 
glass  is  to  be  seen  as  you  pass  through  the  street.  Every  house 
has  a  piazza  in  front,  and  some  of  them  are  extended  round  the 
whole  house.  The  town  is  said  to  be  remarkable  for  its  wealth. 
The  people  are  mostly  farmers ;  the  women  work  in  the  fields  and 
generally  drive  the  wagons  which  are  drawn  by  two  or  three  horses 
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abreast.  It  is  well  situated  for  supplying  the  markets  in  New  York, 
which  the  Dutch  people  know  how  to  improve  to  the  best  advantage. 
Their  own  food  and  clothing  cost  them  but  a  trifle,  and  all  the 
money  they  can  get  they  lock  up  in  their  coffers ;  so  that  a  Dutch- 
man here  is  called  a  poor  man  and  a  bad  husband,  that  has  not  more 
than  five  hundred  guineas  in  his  chest  at  a  time. 

"  After  leaving  Bergen-town,  I  entered  a  very  extensive  marsh 
which  goes  far  into  the  country.  It  is  four  miles  across  it  and  the 
road  is  a  narrow  causeway,  sufficient  only  for  one  carriage  to  pass 
except  at  the  ferry-ways.  No  carriage  sets  out  from  the  shore  or 
from  either  of  the  ferry-ways,  if  they  see  that  one  is  coming  toward 
them  or  has  entered  the  causeway,  for  they  cannot  pass  by  each 
other.  It  is  extraordinary,  that  on  so  great  a  road,  so  little  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  the  public  ways  as  in  this  place:  In  crossing  this  ox- 
tensive  marsh,  besides  several  bridges,  there  are  two  ferries.  The 
first  is  over  Hackensack  river  at  Smith's  Ferry,  a  half  a  mile  across; 
fare,  one  shilling,  sixpence;  the  next  is  at  Second  River,  about  half 
the  width,  fare,  one  shilling,  threepence.  These  boats  are  very  con- 
venient for  the  stages  as  well  as  the  smaller  carriages  drive  in  and 
out  with  the  passengers  in  them. 

"Made  my  first  stage  to  Newark,  nine  miles  from  New  York  at 
Pitt's  tavern,  a  tolerable  house ;  breakfasted ;  bill,  two  shillings,  six" 
pence ;  horseshoeing,  three  shillings.  Newark  is  a  small  village  situ- 
ated on  a  plain ;  it  has  no  considerable  buildings  ;  there  is  a  small 
Church,  a  Presbyterian  Meeting-House  and  a  Dutch  Church. 

"Made  a  short  stop  at  Elizabethtown,  six  miles  from  Newark,  at 
Prince's  tavern,  to  get  my  harness  mended  ;  bill,  one  shilling  four- 
pence.  This  is  a  very  pretty  village,  several  handsome  houses,  one 
Meeting-House  and  another  new  building.  A  small  river  empties 
into  the  sea  at  this  town  and  passes  through  it,  over  which  is  an 
elegant  stone  bridge. 

"Dined  at 'Cross-Keys,'  Lott's  tavern,  in  Woodbridge.  This 
tavern  is  kept  in  elegant  style.  The  hostler  is  at  the  door  ready  to 
take  your  horse,  which  he  immediately  takes  from  the  carriage,  rubs 
him  down,  then  washes  him  with  a  swab  and  wipes  him  dry,  which 
is  done  in  a  few  minutes,  and  I  am  satisfied  is  of  as  much  service  to 
him  as  his  provender,  especially  at  this  hot  dusty  season,  for  he  has 
been  treated  the  same  way  at  every  tavern  since  I  left  New  ^  ork, 
12 
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and  it  is  evidently  increasing  his  spirits.  The  land  from  Bergentown 
to  this  stage  is  level.  The  road  is  excellent,  the  soil  good.  The 
face  of  the  country  has  the  appearace  of  wealth,  but  I  suspect  the 
farmers  are  rather  lazy.  The  houses  from  Flizabethtown  are  rather 
scattered  (which  is  ten  miles).  They  are  well  built  and  in  good 
repair.  I  passed  through  Spanktown  [now  Rahway],  but  the  Meet- 
ing-House  and  the  thickest  of  the  buildings  were  at  some  distance. 
It  is  a  small  village  of  no  consideration.  Bill,  four  shillings. 

"  My  next  stage  was  New  Brunswick,  ten  miles.  On  my  way 
passed  through  Bonhamtown.  The  houses  are  scattered ;  farms  good 
and  roads  fine ;  orchards  and  every  species  of  fruit  trees  abound  in 
that  part  of  New  Jersey. 

"New  Brunswick  is  a  large  town,  well  built,  and  situated  on  the 
West  bank  of  the  Raritan  river,  over  which  is  a  ferry  of  about  half 
a  mile,  and  the  passengers  are  landed  at  the  foot  of  Main  street- 
Many  of  the  buildings  are  brick  and  stone,  but  the  attention  of  the 
traveller  is  principally  engaged  by  a  very  long  brick  building  just 
above  the  town,  two  stories  high  and  in  a  most  delightful  situation. 
It  was  built  by  the  Americans  for  barracks  and  afterward  improved 
as  a  hospital.  But  so  elegant  is  this  building  that  I  conceived  it 
must  have  been  designed  for  an  academy  or  a  college,  until  I  was 
otherwise  informed.  There  seems  to  be  considerable  trade  carried 
on  in  this  town,  though  the  shipping  consists  of  very  small  craft, 
and  even  that  was  inconsiderable.  The  Raritan  is  a  beautiful  river, 
but  the  water  is  very  shallow.  The  ferry-man  told  me  that  in  dry 
seasons  it  had  been  forded  where  the  boat  passed.  Ferriage,  one 
shilling,  sixpence.  Made  a  short  stage  at  the  Lion,  where  my  horse 
was  treated  as  before.  Bill,  one  shilling,  onepenny. 

"From  this  stage  I  travelled  to  Princetown,  seventeen  miles, 
where  I  arrived  at  ten  in  the  evening.  As  the  day  had  been  hot  I 
found  myself  sufficiently  fatigued,  though  the  road  had  been  excellent 
and  the  country  delightful.  Lodged  at  the  Sign  of  the  College, 
Buckman's  tavern,  fifty-two  miles  from  New  York  and  three  hundred 
and  fifty  from  home. 

"The  land  about  New  Brunswick  is  not  very  good,  the  soil  is  a 
reddish  earth,  but  just  under  it  is  a  stratum  of  crumbly  stone.  The 
road  in  several  places  was  gullied  several  feet  deep  in  this  stone,  bu; 
still  level  and  hard.  The  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats  and  flax, 
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which  I  observed  in  the  course  of  this  day's  travel,  were  very  fine. 
The  general  face  of  the  country  was  rather  flat,  though  now  and  then 
I  ascended  eminences  which  afforded  an  extensive  prospect.  The 
wheat  was  in  many  places  reaped,  in  some  shocked  in  the  field,  and 
the  whole  appeared  to  be  ripe ;  but  I  saw  very  few  people  at  labor 
in  the  fields." 

"THURSDAY,  July  12th. 

"  I  rose  very  early  this  morning  and  took  a  view  of  Princetown. 
It  is  a  small  town,  or  rather  has  but  a  small  number  of  houses  in  the 
most  compact  part.  It  is  most  delightfully  situated  on  the  summit 
of  a  very  broad  hill,  which  descends  every  way  with  a  long,  easy 
slope,  and  commands  a  most  extensive  prospect  in  every  direction. 
Few  of  the  buildings  are  large ;  some  of  them  very  elegant.  The 
people  are  principally  fanners,  and  the  soil  rich  and  strong.  The 
College,  Nassau  Hall,  is  spacious,  built  with  stone,  and  stands  on  the 
highest  ground  in  the  town.  It  fronts  to  the  north  and  towards  the 
street,  and  has  before  it  a  very  large  yard  walled  in  with  stone  and 
lime.  The  ground  descends  considerably  from  the  College  to  the 
street,  which  gives  it  a  lofty  appearance.  At  half- past  five  (A.  M.) 
I  ventured  to  call  on  Col.  Morgan,  to  whom  I  had  letters,  though  I 
was  in  doubt  whether  I  should  find  him  up.  He  was,  however,  in  his 
parlor  engaged  with  his  books,  and  received  me  very  politely.  He 
is  a  farmer  in  the  strictest  sense,  and  I  believe  the  first  in  America 
in  the  knowledge  of  agriculture ;  and  besides  is  a  literary  character. 
His  house  stands  a  little  back  from  the  College,  and  in  a  situation 
which  commands  a  complete  view  of  his  whole  farm,  consisting  of 
about  two  hundred  acres.  There  I  saw  verified  what  I  had  often 
before  heard  observed,  that  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  might  be 
easily  distinguished  from  his  neighbors,  by  its  high  cultivation.  He 
gave  me  a  general  history  of  his  improvements  and  of  the  experi- 
ments he  was  making.  His  barn  and  yard  is  truly  a  curiosity.  His 
garden  consists  of  three  acres  and  is  principally  employed  in  making 
experiments  which  appeared  to  be  well  j  idged  and  critical!}'  attended 
to.  Here  I  saw  the  Hessian  fly,  as  it  is  called,  which  has  done 
immense  injury  to  wheat.  Our  country  is  much  obliged  to  this 
gentleman  for  the  discoveries  he  has  made  and  the  information  he 
has  given  respecting  this  insect,  in  consequeuce  of  his  experiments. 
Jt  has  enabled  the  farmer  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  get  rid  of 
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an  insect  that  had  wholly  cut  off  the  crops  of  grain  for  several  years 
successively.  In  his  garden  he  had  Indian  corn  growing  in  long 
rows,  from  different  kinds  of  seed  collected  from  the  different  latitudes 
on  this  continent,  so  far  north  as  the  Northern  part  of  Canada,  and 
South  as  far  as  the  West  Indies.  His  apiary  struck  me  with  aston 
ishment;  on  the  Southern  side  of  his  garden  he  had  sixty-four 
swarms  of  bees  in  line,  which  I  judged  extended  more  than  fifteen 
rods  ;  he  takes  the  honey  when  he  pleases  without  destroying  the 
bees.  I  much  regretted  the  want  of  time,  but  being  determined  to 
reach  Philadelphia,  was  obliged  to  take  my  leave  before  my  curiosity 
was  one-half  gratified.  It  was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  I  could 
prevail  on  him  to  excuse  me  from  tarrying  longer,  particularly  as  a 
son  of  his  who  was  then  from  home,  but  every  moment  expected, 
had  began  the  study  of  Botany,  and  he  intended  to  make  him  master 
of  the  science.*  He  was  very  anxious  I  should  converse  with  him 
and  give  him  particular  directions  for  pursuing  the  study.  Nothing 
would  avail  but  a  promise  to  call  on  him  on  my  return,  and  a  consent 
to  take  his  son  under  my  instruction,  if  he  could  find  no  person 
sufiiciently  versed  in  the  science  near  him.f 


*  Dr.  Cutler  was  one  of  the  most  learned  Botanists  in  America  at  that  time. 
— J  F.  T. 

f  About  three  years  ago  I  met  the  widow  of  the  late  Dudley  Woodbridge, 
Esq.,  of  Marietta,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  G.  Morgan,  and  was  born  in 
Princeton.  She  says  that  her  father  had  a  large  number  of  Cherry  trees  planted 
on  the  line  between  the  College  grounds  and  his  farm  for  the  benefit  of  the 
students  with  whom  he  was  a  favorite.  The  mutineers  in  1781,  on  tlieir  way 
from  Morristown  to  Philadelphia,  came  to  her  father's  house  and  he  dealt  so 
kindly  with  them  as  to  do  not  a  little  toward  making  an  adjustment  of  their 
difficulties.  Col.  Morgan,  a  few  years  afterwards,  removed  to  the  Western  part 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  prominent  man  there.  He  had  two  sons  and  one 
daughter,  the  late  Mrs.  Woodbridge,  above  referred  to. 

Parton  says:  Col.  Morgan  resided  near  Canonsburgh,  Ohio,  but  evidently 
means  Canonsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  resident  of  Washington 
County,  in  that  State  when  Burr  sought  to  entice  him  and  his  to  join  the  con- 
spiracy. 

In  a  letter  to  Col.  Morgan,  dated  "Washington,  March  26th,  1807,"  Presi- 
dent Jefferson  says  in  regard  to  the  Burr  Conspiracy:  "  Yours  was  the  very 
first  intimation  I  had  of  this  plot,  for  which  it  is  but  justice  to  say  you  have 
deserved  well  of  your  country."  (Jefferson's  Works,  v.  57.)  His  sons  were 
active  in  arresting  the  Conspiracy,  which  drew  so  many  of  the  people  in  the 
Ohio  Valley  into  so  dangerous  an  attitude  toward  the  government- 
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"  I  then  called  on  Dr.  Smith  Vice-President  of  the  college,  to  whom 
I  also  had  letters.  He  is  a  young  gentleman,  lives  in  an  elegant 
style,  and  is  the  first  literary  character  in  this  State.  He  waited 
on  me  to  college,  introduced  me  to  all  the  tutors  and  showed  me  the 
apartments  of  the  college.  The  building  is  of  three  stories,  has 
three  cross  entries  and  a  long  one  in  the  first  story.  The  chambers 
open  into  these  entries  and  render  the  communication  more  conven- 
ient. The  library  is  small ;  many  of  the  books  were  taken  out  by 
the  British  troops,  while  they  were  not  so  complaisant  as  to  return 
them.  The  cabinet  and  philosophical  apparatus  are  very  indifferent. 
The  only  article  worthy  of  notice  was  the  orrery  made  by  Mr.  Rit- 
tenhouse.  This  is  an  elegant  machine  and  much  exceeds  any  that 
have  been  made  in  Europe.  I  was,  however,  much  disappointed  to 
find  that  part  of  it  had  been  sent  to  Philadelphia  to  be  repaired, 
which  consisted  of  the  whole  of  the  terrestial  and  lunar  motions, 
and  the  most  curious  part  of  the  machine.  I  was  much  pleased  with 
the  Hall  and  the  stage  erected  for  the  exhibition.  It  is  well  formed 
for  plays  which  are  permitted  here,  and  dialogue  speaking  principally 
cultivated.  The  Hall  is  ornamented  with  several  paintings,  particu- 
larly the  famous  battle  in  this  town,  the  next  morning  after  the  capture 
of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton.*  It  is  more  than  six  feet  square,&c.M  Then 
follows  a  description  of  the  painting  and  then  Dr.  C.  writes  :  "  After 
viewing  this  scene  on  canvass,  we  ascended  to  the  cupola  of  the 
college  and  took  a  view  of  the  ground  itself  on  which  the  battle  was 
fought,  the  manner  of  the  attack,  and  the  several  directions  in  which 
the  British  fled.  It  was  no  small  gratification  to  take  so  extensive 
a  view  as  this  situation  afforded  of  the  place  where  so  important  an 
event  in  the  history  of  the  American  Revolution  was  exhibited. 
Here  again,  I  felt  myself  straightened  for  time  and  was  obliged  to 
take  my  leave  of  Dr.  Smith  who  had  shown  me  the  most  polite  at- 
tention, rather  abruptly,  but  I  promised  to  call  on  him  on  my  return. 
When  I  returned  to  the  tavern  I  found  a  gentleman  going  to 
Philadelphia  in  a  sulky.  Bill,  six  shillings'  sixpence. 

"  In  about  five  miles  we  passed  through  a  town  called  Maiden- 
head, but  of  no  consideration,  unless  it  be  on  account  of  its  name 

*  A  slight  mistake  by  Dr.  Cutler :  the  Hessians  were  captured  on  the  morn- 
ing of  Dec.  26,  1777.  J.  P.  T. 
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for  the  houses  were  as  scattered  as  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
We  made  our  first  stage  to  Trenton,  thirteen  miles,  at  Vandegrift's 
tavern  at  the  ferry.  This  town  is  spread  over  a  considerable  space 
of  ground.  There  are  parallel  streets  that  pass  through  the  body  of 
the  town  and  are  connected  by  cross  streets  at  right  angles.  There 
are  no  considerable  buildings.  The  town  is  at  a  small  distance  from 
the  Delaware  river  and  is  situated  on  a  river  that  comes  in  from  the 
Northeast  and  unites  with  the  Delaware  at  this  place.  There  is 
only  one  small  meeting  house  and  one  church  in  this  towm.  I  there- 
fore conclude  that  the  people  are  not  much  disposed  to  attend  pub- 
lic worship,  for  the  two  houses  I  presume  are  not  sufficient  to  hold 
one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  Over  the  river  in  the  compact  part  of 
of  the  town  is  a  spacious  stone  bridge,  supported  by  arches  built 
with  stone  and  lime  with  a  high  wall  on  each  side  handsomely  laid. 
At  the  foot  of  the  bridge  are  mills  for  grinding  and  bolting  wheat. 
These  mills  are  contained  in  a  very  large  stone  building  three  stories 
high  and  are  remarkable  for  the  prodigious  quantity  and  excellent 
quality  of  the  flour  which  is  ground  in  them  every  twenty-four  hours. 
*  *  *  The  houses  in  this,  and  indeed  in  all  the  towns 

in  New  Jersey,  are  built  in  a  style  very  different  from  that  of  New 
England.  But  I  think  it  far  less  elegant  and  by  no  means  has  so 
good  an  effect  on  the  eye.  The  want  of  large  meeting  houses  and 
towering  steeples  is  a  great  defect,  and  diminishes  that  air  of  grand- 
eur which  adorns  almost  every  village  in  New  England.  Neither 
are  the  houses  so  spacious  or  so  well  built.  But  this  town  stands 
higher  on  the  list  of  fame  and  will  be  remembered  by  future  ages 
on  account  of  the  memorable  victory,  and  indeed  the  first  complete 
victory  obtained  by  the  illustrious  Washington  over  the  British 
army." 

The  remainder  of  Dr.  C's  diary  of  this  journey  to  Philadelphia  is 
extremely  interesting,  but  I  pass  over  it  to  give  the  concluding  par- 
agraphs of  his  journal  on  the  return  journey  which  was  by  the  way 
of  Morristown.  The  Uriah  Cutler  mentioned  in  the  journal  is  the  an- 
cestor of  Senator  Augustus  Cutler  of  Morris  County. 

"  About  two  miles  northeast  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  I  made  a  visit 
to  an  uncle  Uriah  Cutler,  the  only  brother  of  my  father.  I  had 
never  seen  him,  nor  had  he  seen  my  father  for  nearly  fifty  years. 
The  old  gentleman  was  overjoyed  when  I  told  him  who  I  was,  and 
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gave  me  a  most  hearty  welcome.  I  was  much  pleased  with  his  sit 
uation  aud  circumstances.  He  has  a  very  pretty  farm  and  decent 
house.  His  land  is  excellent ;  large  orchards  of  apple  trees,  peach 
and  every  kind  of  fruit  which  is  propagated  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. He  lives  as  well  as  a  farmer  can  wish  and  with  very  little 
labor.  Here  I  found  a  large  pair  of  oxen  which  he  assured  me  were 
the  only  pair  in  town.  He  has  also  a  very  pretty  dairy  of  cows, 
having  retained  the  idea  of  propagating  neat  cattle,  which  he  brought 
from  New  England.  But  he  had  partly  gone  into  the  style  of  Jersey 
farmers  for  he  has  five  fine  horses.  Although*  some  of  his  neighbors 
seemed,  he  said,  to  be  convinced  of  the  utility  of  neat  cattle,  yet  he 
could  not  in  any  considerable  degree  prevail  on  them  to  leave  their 
Id  habits.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  Jersey  people  raised 
more  fine  cattle  than  they  used  to  do.  My  uncle  is  the  younger  of 
the  family  and  is  sixty-four  years  of  age  but  is  uncommonly  spright- 
ly and  active  for  that  period  of  life.  Like  my  father,  he  has  but  one 
son,  whose  name  is  Jesse,  which  has  been  much  of  a  family  name  in 
the  lateral  branches.  He  lives  in  one  part  of  the  house  and  has 
married  a  wife  who  bids  fair  to  be  a  fruitful  vine,  for  she  has  had 
three  children  in  five  years.  This  son  is  the  only  surviving  child  of 
eight.  He  has  had  three  other  sons.  Abiather,  David,  and  Jona- 
than :  One  of  these  has  left  a  widow  and  two  children.  My  uncle 
lives  with  a  second  wife,  to  whom  he  has  been  married  fifteen  years 
but  has  had  no  children.  He  seems  to  be  very  happy  in  the  con- 
nection his  son  has  formed,  which  he  often  mentions  with  peculiar 
satisfaction.  His  son's  wife  appears  to  be  a  very  agreeable  woman, 
and  was  descended  from  a  good  family.  We  spent  the  afternoon  in 
viewing  his  farm,  barn,  orchard,  etc.  I  was  particularly  pleased  to 
find  that  as  a  farmer  he  was  very  neat.  His  lands  were  in  fine 
order,  well  fenced,  and  his  lots  judiciously  disposed.  His  crop  of 
wheat  has  been  unusually  large  and  he  was  now  sowing  his  buck- 
wheat which  he  said  was  a  profitable  grain  and  insisted  on  my  tak- 
ing some  seed  and  making  the  experiment  in  Massachusetts.  As  I 
was  determined  to  go  on  my  journey  the  next  morning,  which  at 
first  my  uncle  absolutely  forbade,  he  insisted  that  we  should  make  a. 
long  evening  of  it,  and  we  did  not  retire  until  after  one. 

JULY,  17th. 
"  This  morning  when  I  proposed  setting  out  I  found  my  uncle's 
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passions  much  agitated,  and  it  was  with  pain  I  assured  him  I  must 
go.  After  breakfast  I  took  my  leave  of  the  family  with  the  promise 
that  if  I  ever  came  in  that  part  of  the  country  again  I  would  call, 
and  if  possible,  spend  more  time.  My  uncle  is  situated  on  high  land. 
His  farm  is  situated  on  the  southern  declivity  of  a  long  hill  with  an 
extensive  prospect  south.  But  I  had  not  traveled  many  miles  be- 
fore the  land  became  broken,  hilly  and  poor.  Soon  after  I  came  to 
Newark  mountain.  When  I  came  to  Bergentown  I  was  determined 
to  make  Mons.  Mechard  a  visit,  to  whom  1  had  letters.  He  is  the 
French  Botanist  sent  to  America  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
Botanical  garden  where  he  collects  trees  and  plants  of  every  species 
and  gives  in  exchange  foreign  trees  and  plants  which  is  sent  to  him  from 
France  at  the  expense  of  the  King.  I  was  told  that  he  had  established 
his  garden  a  few  miles  from  Bergentown  and  up  the  Hudson  river,  but 
when  I  enquired  here,  the  Dutch  people  either  would  not  or  did  not 
know  anything  of  such  a  man  or  his  garden.  Vexed  at  their  not  under- 
standing me  or  my  not  being  able  to  understand  them,  for  it  appeared 
to  me  that  they  did  not  want  to  give  me  any  information.  I  rode  on 
through  the  town  the  way  which  I  supposed  would  lead  to  his  gar- 
den. At  length  I  obtained  information  that  he  lived  five  miles  on, 
the  way  I  was  going,  but  I  found  it  nearer  ten,  and  the  road  most 
wretched,  through  lonely  hilly  woods.  As  I  came  out  of  the  woods 
I  found  a  number  of  houses  in  a  low  sandy  piece  of  ground  sur- 
rounded by  swamps.  The  first  I  came  to  was  the  "Three  Pigeons 
Tavern,"  the  place  I  was  directed  to  inquire  for :  this  tavern  is  kept 
by  a  Dutchman  and  is  as  remarkable  for  its  neatness  as  any  house  I 
ever  set  my  foot  in.  There  I  left  my  horse  and  went  on  about  half 
a  mile  to  Mons.  Mechard's.  Unfortunately,  he  had  gone  to  the  Car- 
olinas.  There  were  several  gardeners,  but  they  appeared  to  under- 
stand little  of  botany.  They  however  showed  me  the  gardens  and 
were  very  complaisant.  There  was  a  considerable  collection  of 
exotic  shrubs  and  plants  set  in  a  kind  of  beds  for  transplanting.  The 
American  plants  they  had  received  were  mostly  sent  to  France. 
There  was  no  order  or  beauty  in  the  gardens.  The  soil  was  remark- 
ably poor  and  sandy,  the  situation  wretched,  and  the  way  to  it  as 
bad  as  can  well  be  conceived.  Of  all  places  in  America,  this  would 
have  been  one  'of  the  very  last  I  should  have  thought  of  for  such  a 
purpose.  What  could  induce  Mechard  to  fix  down  in  this  awful 
.gloomy,  lonely,  miserable  spot,  is  beyond  my  power  to  conceive. 
I  was  never  more  disappointed,  and  regretted  the  pains  I  had  taken 
to  see  the  ill  taste  of  this  Botanical  Frenchman.  Arrived  at  New 
York  about  sunset  and  lodged  again  at  Mr.  Henderson's,  who  re- 
ceived me  with  the  greatest  cordiality." 
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NEWARK,  May  15th,  1873. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  M.  the  President  the  REV. 
RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS.  D.  D..  being  in  the  chair,  with  a  large  attend 
ance  of  members  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Re- 
cording Secretary,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  on  the 
correspondence  since  January.  Letters  were  presented  from  a 
number  of  gentlemen  accepting  membership  :  from  the  Historical 
Societies  of  Iowa.,  Ohio  and  Georgia,  the  New  England  Historic 
Genealogical  Society,  Essex  Institute,  and  Smithsonian  Institution, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  recent  publications;  from 
the  Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences  and  Chicago  Public 
Library,  soliciting  exchanges ;  from  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  D.  D., 
accompanying  a  donation  of  sixty-three  volumes  for  the  library  ; 
from  Mr.  William  Cumback  of  Greensburgh,  Ind.,  making  inquiries  as 
to  the  exercise  of  Female  suffrage  in  New  Jersey  ;  from  Mr.  Edwin 
Salter,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  inquiring  into  the  meaning  of  "  Piscat 
away,"  the  name  of  a  township  in  Middlesex  County ;  from  Mr. 
Wm.  Nelson  of  Paterson,  and  Mr.  Joseph  T.  Crayon  of  New 
Foundland,  Sussex  County,  with  newspaper  slips  of  local  historv  ; 
from  Rev.  Abm.  Messier,  D.  D.,  accepting  an  invitation  to  read  a 
paper  before  the  Society  and  from  Benson  J.  Lossing,  Esq.,  regretting 
that  various  engagements  would  prevent  his  doing  so ;  from  Governor 
Parker  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hamill,  giving  reasons  for  their  non-attendance  : 
from  the  Hon.  Robert  Gilchrist,  Attorney  General,  with  "  the  State  of 
the  Question  of  Jurisdiction  and  Boundary  between  New  Jersey  and 
13 
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Delaware,"  a  paper  of  great  interest  at  the  present  time  ;  and  from 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the 
Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  cash  balance  in  his  hands  as  amount- 
ing to  $920.33. 

DR.  PENNINGTOX,  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  verbally 
that  nothing  of  moment  had  occurred  calling  for  action  of  the  com 
mittee,  but  a  proposition  having  been  made  to  them  fora  lease  of  the 
lot  belonging  to  the  Society  in  West  Park  street,  he  wished  to  hear 
the  views  of  the  members  in  relation  thereto.  After  some  discus- 
sion it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Finance  Committee  be  authorized  to  lease  the  Society's 
lot  in  West  Park  street,  if  in  their  judgment  they  think  it  advisable,  on  such 
terms  and  for  such  a  period  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  them. 

MR.  WHITKHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
verbally  that  since  the  meeting  in  January  another  number  of  the 
"  Proceedings  "  had  been  published,  containing  the  business  transac- 
tions of  the  Society  to  the  present' time,  and  the  interesting  extracts 
from  the  journals  of  Rev.  Dr.  Manasseh  Cutler  when  travelling 
through  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  in  1787-8. 

MR.  MARTIN  R.  DKNNIS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Library  sub- 
mitted the  following  report : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Library  would  respectfully  report  that 
since  the  last  meeting  there  have  been  received  as  donations  62 
volumes  and  57  pamphlets,  as  detailed  in  an  accompanying  statement.* 
They  have  also  the  pleasure  of  announcing  the  receipt  from  Mrs  Char 
lotte  L  Rutherfurd,the  widow  and  executrix  of  our  late  President  John 
Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  of  a  large  number  of  parchment  deeds  and  other 
manuscripts  not  only  valuable  from  their  unique  character,  but 
exceedingly  interesting  from  their  identification  with  the  early  history 
of  the  State.  They  constitute  a  collection  which,  having  been  for 
century  or  more  safely  preserved  in  the  Rutherfurd  family,  are  now 
placed  with  the  Society  as  a  proper  depository  to  ensure  their  safety 

*  See  page  103 
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for  all  time.     A  list  of  the  Documents  is  appended  to  this  report  and 
the  members  cannot  but  be  interested  by  an  inspection  of  them.* 

"  The  lease  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Society  having  expired,  a 
new  one  has  been  taken  for  five  years  at  the  rate  of  $700  per 
annum,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  the  City  of  Newark,  on  satisfactory  terms  for  their  continued 
occupation  of  the  Assembly  Room.  It  is  hoped  that,  before  the 
expiration  of  the  lease,  the  Society,  through  the  liberality  of  its 
friends,  may  be  in  occupancy  of  a  building  of  its  own.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  directions  of  the  Society  the  Committee  have  obtained 
a  rough  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  lot  in  West  Park  street, 
designed  to  exhibit  its  capacity  and  how  it  may  best  be  utilized  for 
our  purposes.  , 

"  The  Committee  are  pleased  to  state  that  they  have  received  from 
the  family  of  Mr.  Congar,  our  late  librarian,  an  excellent  photograph 
likeness  of  our  lamented  associate.  They  have  to  report  that  they 
have  not  been  able  to  find  any  member  of  the  Society  willing  to  take 
upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of  the  position  vacated  by  his  death. 
The  Treasurer,  from  the  official  relations  he  bears  both  to  the  Society 
and  the  Board  of  Trade,  is  enabled  by  his  presence,  some  hours 
of  each  day,  to  supply  some  of  the  facilities  which  members  and 
others  desire,  but  it  would  be  cause  for  congratulation  could  the 
Library  fund  be  so  increased  as  to  admit  of  our  tendering  to  a  compe- 
tent Librarian  some  other  compensation  than  that  resulting  from  the 
consciousness  of  having  faithfully  served  the  Society  and  the 
public. 

••  Some  progress  has  been  made  since  the  last  meeting  in  the  prepa- 
ration of  a  Catalogue  of  the  maps  belonging  to  the  Society,  and 
other  improvements  are  in  contemplation." 

The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  presented  the  following 
report : 

"  The  Committee  charged  with  the  duty  of  obtaining  for  the  State, 
copies  of  the  New  Jersey  Colonial  Documents  which  are  in  the 
Record  Offices  of  England,  respectfully  report  that : 

*  See  page  110 
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"  They  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  for  the  examination  of 
the  members  of  the  Society,  as  the  fa'rst  fruits  of  their  labors,  twenty- 
four  folio  cases  in  book  form,  containing  the  transcripts  received  to 
the  present  time..  Thirteen  of  the  cases  contain  Minutes  of  the 
Provincial  Council,  commencing  with  1703  and  extending  to  1769  ; 
the  State  never  having  possessed  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of 
this  important  branch  of  the  government  during  the  administration 
of  the  Colonial  Governors.  The  other  cases  contain  the  Miscellaneous 
Papers,  and  are  of  dates  between  1689  and  1753.  There  are  yet 
eleven  or  twelve  more  cases  daily  expected  from  England,  bringing 
down  the  dates  to  the  period  of  the  War  for  Independence. 

"The  Committee  congratulate  the  Society  and  all  interested  in  the 
history  of  the  State  upon  the  success  which  has  attended  this  under- 
taking, both  as  to  cost  and  material  results,  particularly  as  it  is  in  a 
great  degree  due  to  the  previous  action  of  a  few  of  its  members,  in 
obtaining  in  1851  the  lists  of  documents,  which  became  the  basis  of 
the  Analytical  Index  which  forms  the  5th  volume  of  the  Society's 
''Collections."  The  possession  of  that  Index,  as  was  stated  by  the 
Committee  in  their  previous  report,  left  available  for  the  expense  of 
copying,  a  very  considerable  sum  that  otherwise  would  necessarily 
have  been  expended  in  searching  for  ;md  examining  documents,  and 
enabled  the  Committee  to  discriminate  at  once  between  those  of 
primary  and  those  of  secondary  importance. 

"The  Committee's  instructions  to  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  their'Agent 
in  London,  limited  his  expenditures  strictly  to  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  State  for  the  purpose,  but  ascertaining  from  him 
that  besides  the  documents  which,  although  valuable,  the  Committee 
passed  over  when  making  their  first  selection,  many  others  had  come 
under  his  notice  which  were  essential  to  the  completeness  of  the 
work ;  application  was  made  to  the  last  Legislature  for  another  ap- 
propriation, but  contrary  to  the  Committee's  expectation,  the  bill 
after  passing  the  Senate  was  lost  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  Coming 
up  on  the  last  business  day  of  the  session,  and  not  being  in  the 
charge  of  any  particular  member,  its  importance  was  overlooked. 
Its  failure  is  to  be  regretted  as  the  experience  of  Mr.  Stevens' 
copyists  and  assistants  would  have  materially  facilitated  the  continued 
progress  of  the  work,  and  the  probable  delay  attendant  upon  another 
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application  for  the  necessary  permits  would  have  been  avoided. 
The  Committee,  however,  cannot  doubt  that  the  next  Legislature  will 
promptly  authorize  the^  further  prosecution  of  the  work,  both  of 
copying  and  'printing,  "^so  that  the  people  of  the  State  may  not  be 
longer  without  the  materials  for  a  history  of  the  State  in  an  accessible 
form." 

''The  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  drawing  special 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Stevens  has  executed  the  trust 
reposed  in  him ;  they  are  fully  convinced  that  through  no  other 
medium  could  they  have  secured  for  the  Society  and  the  State  such 
satisfactory  results.  " 

MR.  HAYES  from  the^Committee  on  Nominations,  reported  favor 
ably  on  several  gentlemen  whose  names  had  been  submitted  to  them, 
who  were  thereupon  elected  members,  aud  new  nominations  were 
received. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  said  that  nearly  twenty-eight  years  ago.  in  Sep- 
tember, 1845,  he  had  the  pleasure  ]of  bringing  to  the  notice  of  the 
Society,  the  existence  of  the  highly  important  and  interesting  docu- 
ments which  the  Societ}^  had  had  the  pleasure  to  receive.  Although 
their  general  character^  was  understood  and  appreciated  by  the  ladies 
in  whose  possession  they  then  were,  yet  not  until  an  examination  by 
him  at  their  request,  were  the  special  features  which  give  to  many  of 
them  peculiar  interest  for  the  New  Jersey  historian  and  antiquarj-,  fully 
recognized.  Among  the  many  generous  deeds  for  which  the  Society 
had  to  thank  different  members  of  the  Rutherfurd  family  the  last  is 
is  certainly  not  the  least.  He  offered  the  following  resolutions  which 
were  adopted : 

Whereas,  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd,  Executrix  of  John  Rutherfurd, 
deceased,  late  President  of  the  Society,  has  deposited  in  its  library  a  valuable 
collection  of  original  documents  connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  State, 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  returned  to  Mrs.  Rutherfurd  for 
this  mark  of  her  confidence,  with  the  assurance  that  on  taking  charge  of  the 
documents  it  pledges  itself  to  extend  to  them  all  proper  care  and  preservation. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  requested  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  procuring  an  iron  chest  for  the  reception  of  the 
documents  received  from  Mrs.  Rutherfurd,  and  other  valuable  memorials  in  the 
possession  of  the  Society. 
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MR.  DENNIS,  referring  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  member  of 
the  Society  to  fill  the  office  of  Librarian,  and  to  the  necessity  existing 
for  having  the  library  under  the  control  of  some  officer  of  the  Society, 
offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved:  That  Mr.  "Whitehead,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  be  requested  to 
take  charge  of  the  library  until  a  librarian  is  appointed. 

MR.  WHITKHEAD,  recognizing  the  propriety  of  having  some  one 
in  a  measure  responsible  for  the  proper  care  of  the  library,  expressed 
his  willingness  to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Society  temporarily, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  should  be  relieved  from  the  position 
as  soon  as  possible,  his  engagements  being  such  as  to  preclude  his 
assuming  permanently  any  other  duties  or  responsibilities  for  the 
Society. 

MR.  ASHER  TAYLOR  presented  a  photograph  of  Lieutenant  Joseph 
Taylor,  of  New  Dorp,  Stuten  Island,  with  a  summary  of  his  services 
during  the  late  war;  and  an  old  genealogical  table,  showing  the 
descent  of  the  family  of  David  Lyell  (in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  a  prominent  resident  of  Perth  Amboy),  from  Sir  Thomas 
Loraine,  of  Kirkharle,  in  Northumberland. 

From  MR.  CHARLES  E.  ELMER,  of  Bridgeton,  was  received  an.  old 
broadside,  preserved  in  the  family  of  General  James  Giles,  giving 
the  "  Order  of  the  Funeral  Procession,  to  be  had  at  Trertton  on 
on  Tuesday,  the  14th  day  of  January,  1800,  in  commemoration  of 
the  late  General  George  Washington,  deceased." 

From  MR.  EDMUND  D.  HALSEY  of  Morristown.  the  diary  of  Dr. 
Jabez  Campfield,  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  army,  kept  during 
Sullivan's  expedition  into  Western  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
in  1779. 

MR.  CHARLES  MEGILL  presented  a  copy  of  the  Philadelphia  Press, 
containing  an  account  of  the  transmission  of  the  neVs  of  the  battle 
of  Lexington  from  place  to  place  in  April,  1775,  from  Watertovvn  to 
Philadelphia  by  express,  taking  from  10  A.  M.  on  the  19th,  to  5  P. 
M.  on  the  24th,  for  its  transmission. 

The  amendment  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  constitution,  pro- 
posed by  Colonel  Swords  at  the  last  meeting,  making  the  annual 
dues  of  the  members  three  dollars  instead  of  two,  was  then  taken  up. 
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4fter  some  explanatory  remarks  from  COLONEL  SWORDS  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  increase.  MR.  Lucius  D.  BALDWIN  moved  to 
amend  by  making  the  sum  four  dollars  instead  of  three.  This  the 
chair  pronounced  not  admissable,  the  constitution  not  providing  for 
any  modification  of  a  proposed  alteration  after  once  made  and 
entered  upon  the  minutes.  After  some  further  discussion  by  Messrs. 
Duryee,  Smith,  Hayes  and  others,  favoring  higher  dues,  Mr.  Bald- 
win withdrew  his  amendment,  and  the  proposed  alteration  was 
adopted. 

MR.  HAYES  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  to  the  third  article  of 
the  constitution  that  would  authorize  the  election  as  honorary  mem- 
bers of  persons  residing  in  the  State. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  and  partook  of  a  collation  served 
in  the  document  room,  after  which,  an  anticipated  paper  not  having 
been  received,  the  members  spent  some  time  in  colloquial  discus- 
sion on  genealogical  subjects  and  then  adjourned. 
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From  Harvard  College — Annual  Reports  of  the  President  and  Treas- 
urer, 1871 -'72. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Official  Gazette  of  the  United 
States  Patent  Office.  Vol.  II.,  No.  29. 

Congressional  Globe.  Part  1-3,  3d  Session,  41st.  Congress, 
1870-'7l.  Part  1-5,  2nd  Session,  42nd.  Congress,  1871-72, 
with  Appendix  and  Index,  10  Vols. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  refer- 
ence to  the  State  Government  of  Louisiana,  Feb.  20,  1873. 

From  Joseph  N.  Tuttle — View  of  Old  Tennent  Church  on  the  Battle 
Ground  of  Monmouth,  N.  J.  Photographed  by  Cheeseman,  Nov. 
4,  1868. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office — Official  Gazette  of  United  States 
Patent  Office,  1872;  January  to  April,  1873. 
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From  R.  S.  Swords— Proceedings  of  the  5th  Annual  Meeting,  of 
National  Board  of  Trade,  held  in  New  York.  Oct.,  1872. 

Prom,  the  Publishers — The  American  Historical  Record  and  Repertory 
of  Notes  and  Queries.  Edited  by  B.  J.  Lossing.  Nos.  12-16. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society  at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Jan.  1,  1873,  and 
Register.  Vol.  XXVII.,  No.  2. 

From  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — The    Penn    and    Logan 
Correspondence.     Vol.   II.-Vol.  X.  of   the   Society's   Memoirs. 
Catalogue  of  the  Paintings  and  other  objects  of  interest  belong- 
ing to  the  Society. 

From  Thomas  G.  Bunnell — Historical  Directory  of  Sussex  Co.,  N. 
J.,  containing  a  Summary  of  events  from  the  first  settlement, 
with  illustrations  and  Map  of  the  County,  1872. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool — Reports  of  Commissioners  appointed  to 
select  a  Site  and  build  an  Asylum  for  the  Insane  of  New  Jersey, 
Nov.,  1872. 

Fifteenth   Annual   Report   of   the    Chicago   Relief   and   Aid 
Society,  for  the  year  1872. 

From  the  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society — The 
New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Record.  Vol.  XXXIII., 
No.  4 ;  Vol.  IV.,  No.  1,  2. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  So- 
ciety. Vol.  XII.,  No.  89.  July  to  December. 

From  the  Author — A  Compendious  History  of  New  England  from 
the  accession  of  George  II.  to  the  First  General  Congress  of  the 
Anglo-American  Colonies,  by  John  Gorham  Palfrey. 

From  the  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin.     Nos.  24,  25. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Worcester,  Oct.  21,  1872.  No.  59. 

From  the  Board  of  Public  Chanties,  Penn. — Third  Annual  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Charities  of  Pennsylvania, 
with  Report  of  General  Agent  and  Secretary.  Jan.,  1873. 

From  John  Mix — Official  Letters  to  the  American  Congress  during 
the  war  between  the  United  Colonies  and  Great  "Britain,  by 
George  Washington.  Purchased  by  Mr.  Mix  in  the  Great  Market 
called  Luchin  Dawr,  St.  Petersburg,  Russia  in  1858. 
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From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Turtle,  D.  D. — Addresses  at  the  Induction  of 
Rev.  Francis  L.  Patton  to  the  Professorship  of  Theology  in  the 
Presbyterian  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Northwest,  Oct.  3,  1872. 
Three  Centuries  of  Presbyterianistn — a  discourse  before  the 
Synod  of  Cincinnati,  by  Professor  E.  D.  Morris,  of  Lane  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Oct.  18,  1872. 

From  the  Author — Thirty-First  Annual  Report  of  the  ministry  at 
large  in  the  City  of  Providence,  at  a  Public  meeting  in  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  Feb.  3,  1873.  By  Edwin  M.  Stone. 

From  Robert  Clarke — Sixth  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  held  at  Dayton,  Ohio,  1872. 

Anti-Slavery  opinions  before  the  year  1 800.  Read  before  the 
Cincinnati  Literary  Club,  Nov.  16,  1872,  by  William  F.  Poole, 
Librarian  of  the  Public  Library  of  Cincinnati. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Institute.  Vol.  IV.,  Nos. 
9,  10,  11,  12;  Vol.  V.,  Nos.  1,  2. 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa.,  for  January, 
1873.  Vol.  XL,  No.  1. 

From  Professor  H.  C.  Cameron — Catalogue  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  1872. 

From  Dr.  J.  C.  Dalton — Memorial  of  Edward  B.  Dalton,  M.  D., 
1873. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford — 
Twenty-First  Annual  Report,  1873. 

From  Sheldon  H.  Smith — Map  of  Elizabeth  Town  Point,  with  Re- 
port of  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  to 
divide  the  lands  between  Thomas  Gibbons  Trumbull,  &c.  and 
Peter  Kean,  &c.,  1 824. 

The  case  of  the  Proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey,  with  the 
opinions  of  Counsel  on  the  same,  Nov.  20,  1824. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society. 
Vol.  I.  A  republication  of  the  original  Papers  issued  in  1850- 
'51-'52-53-'56. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society  to  the 
Legislature,  for  the  year  1872. 

A  Sketch  of  the  Organization.  Objects  and  Membership  of  Old 
Settlers'  Association  of  Minnesota,  1872. 
14 
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From  the  Republic  Publishing  Company — A  monthly  Magazine  de- 
voted to  the  dissemination  of  Political  information.  April,  1873. 
Vol.  I.,  No.  2. 

From  the  Author — Memorial  of  William  Spooner,  1867,  and  of  his 
descendants  to  the  Third  Generation ;  of  his  great-grandson, 
Einathan  Spooner,  and  of  his  descecdants  to  1871-  By  Thomas 
Spooner. 

From  the  Author — The  Pennington  Family  of  Connecticut  and 
New  Jersey,  by  Capt.  A.  C.  M.  Pennington,  2nd  Art'y,  U.  S.  A. 

From  the  Author — Historical  Address.  "Woodbury  and  Vicinity,1' 
by  Benjamin  F.  Carter. 

From  ih"  Society — Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Minnesota 
Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  with  Address  of  President,  List 
of  Officers  and  Committees  for  1873. 

From  Rev.  Dr.  R.  K.  Rodgers — Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jer- 
sey, at  their  Sessions,  Trenton.  N.  J.,  Oct.,  1872. 

Universal  History,  20  vols.  Remains  of  Griffin,  2  vols. 
Polynesian  Researches,  4  vols.  Three  years  in  America,  2  vols. 
Travels  in  Malta,  1  vol.  Sketches  of  Turkev,  1  vol.  Black 
Hawk,  1  vol,  Fidler's  Observations,  1  vol.  Kay's  Travels,  1  vol. 

From  the  Commissioners — Report  of  the  Riparian  Commissioners, 
1873. 

From  Professor  Benjamin  Pierce — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  United  States  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  Progress  of  the 
Survey  during  the  year  1869. 

From  an  Unknown  Source — The  Benson  Family  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  with  an  Appendix. 

From  S.  G.  Sturges — Holbrook's  Newark  Directory.  1867-'68-'69- 
'70,  and  Newark  City  and  Business  Directory,  1870,  4  Vols. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — Unexecuted  Lease  from  Trinity 
Church,  N.  Y.  to  James  Emans,  Sept.  20,  17B4,  for  Lot  in  Vesey 
street. 

Exemplified  Copy  of  the  Acts  for  running  Line  between  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  and  passed  by  New  Jersey  Assembly,  Feb. 
18,  1747. 

From  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society — Twenty-Third  and  Twenty- 
Fifth  Annual  Reports  on  Public  Schools  of  Rhode  Island,  1868,  '70. 
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Acts  relating  to  the  Public  Schools,  Report  of  Committee  on 
Fisheries  of  Narragansett  Bay,  1870.  Report  of  Commissioners 
of  Internal  Fisheries,  1872.  Report  of  Governor  on  the  Rhode 
Island  War  Claim,  Jan.,  1868.  Proceedings  of  Congress  on  the 
reception  of  the  Statue  of  Roger  Williams.  Jan.,  1872.  Proceed- 
ings at  the  dedication  of  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Monument' 
Sept.  16,  1871.  Report  of  Board  of  Inspectors  of  Rhode  Island 
State  Prison,  1871.  Insurance  Laws  of  Rhode  Island.  Two 
Messages  of  Gov.  Padelford,  1870,  '72.  Second  and  Third 
Annual  Reports  of  Board  of  State  Charities  and  Corrections, 
1870,  '71.  13  pamphlets.  . 

Prom  Daniel  Price — A  copy  of  the  Albany  Gazette,  Dec.  23d,  1816, 
and  of  the  Saratoga  Journal,  Oct.  18,  1815. 

From  Thomas  F.  De  Voe — Forty-Fifth  Annual  Report  of  Board  of 
Trustee  of  the  Northern  Dispensary  for  1871.  Abattoirs — a 
Paper  read  before  the  Polytechnic  Branch  of  the  American  Insti 
tute,  June  8,  1865,  by  Thomas  F.  DeYoe.  Semi-Centennial 
Discourse  on  the  Laying  the  Corner  Stone  of  St.  Luke's  Church, 
Hudson  street,  New  York,  June  4,  1871.  By  the  Rector,  Rev. 
Isaac  H.  Tuttle,  D.  D. 

A  Political  Conspiracy    of   Jeff.  Davis,   the   Traitor   and    the 
Copperhead  Democracy  unmasked,  1864. 


tes  from  ferespntem  antJ  f  apees. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  MAY  15,   1873. 


FROM  MR.  EDWIN  SALTER. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  MAY  4th,  1873. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ., 

Corresponding  Secy  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc. 

DEAR  SIR  : — Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  name  Piscataway,  now  applied  to  a  township  in  Middlesex  ? 
It  is  generally  understood  to  be  a  corruption  of  the  New  England 
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Piscataqua  from  whence  the  first  settlers  came.  Webster's  Illus- 
trated Dictionary  (page  1631)  says  the  name  Piscataqua  is  of  Indian 
origin,  meaning  "great  deer  river."  But  this  definition  is  probably 
given,  like  some  others  of  local  names,  on  traditionary  authority. 
An  intelligent  gentleman  from  New  England,  whose  ancestors  lived 
in  the  vicinity  of  Piscataqua  river,  informs  me  that  he  was  told  by 
them  that  the  name  was  derived  from  Pisces  aqua,  Latin,  signifying 
a  water  of  fishes — substantially  a  water  where  fish  are  abundant. 
Does  not  this  definition  seem  the  most  plausible  and  probable  ? 

Yours  truly. 

EDWIN  SALTER. 

EXTRACT  FROM  ANSWER. 

NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

May  14th,  1873. 
EDWIN  SALTER,  ESQ.,  WASHINGTON. 

DEAR  SIR  : — "  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that  the  Piscat- 
away,  Middlesex  County,  New  Jersey,  received  its  name  from 
the  place  whence  the  settlers  came. 

Webster's  authority  for  considering  it  "  Great  Deer  River "  is 
undoubtedly  Judge  C.  E.  Potter  of  New  Hampshire,  who  gives  Pis- 
cataqua as  derived  from  Piscataquauke,  a  corruption  of  Posattuckauke, 
in  the  language  of  the  Abnaquies.  Pos  (great)  attuck  (deer)  auke 
(place).  His  paper  may  be  found  in  the  Collections  of  Maine 
Historical  Society,  Vol.  IV.,  p  291.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Willis  in  the 
same  volume,  however,  gives  it  as  derived  from  Piscataquis — 
a  river.  *  Heckewelder  *  *  * 

is  said  to  have  derived  our  Piscataway  from  Pisgtatanwi 
(Dark)  it  being  sagely  suggested  that  perhaps  the  soil  in 
that  region  may  have  been  dark.  I  place  very  little  depend- 
ence, however,  upon  any  of  these  interpretations,  so  much  depending 
upon  the  pronunciation  of  the  Indians  translated  by  Europeans. 
Very  truly  yours, 

W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ^Cor.  Sec. 
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FROM  MR.  EDMUND  D.  HALSEY. 

MORRISTOWN,  N.  J.,  MAY  25th,  1873 
WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  ESQ., 

Cor.  Sec'y.  N.  J.  Historical  Society. 

DEAR  SIR  :  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  send  you  herewith  for  the  use 
of  the  Society  and  for  preservation  with  their  collections,  the  diary 
of  Dr.  Jabez  Campfield,  formerly  of  this  place,  a  surgeon  in  the 
Revolutionary  Army  and  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati.  He  accom- 
panied Sullivan's  Expedition  into  Western  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York  in  1779,  and  this  diary  is  his  narrative  of  that  campaign.  He 
left  Morristown  May  23d  and  three  days  after  joined  the  command 
which  then  consisted  of  the  Second  New  York  Regiment  and  Spen- 
cers New  Jersey  Regiment  at  Tunkhanna.  He  returned  to  his  own 
house  on  the  second  of  October  following.  "  having  travelled  continu- 
ally on  the  way  every  day  since  the  1 5th  September  from  Gen essee." 
As  the  detailed  experience  of  a  man  of  education  and  observation  it 
throws  much  light  on  the  operations  in  which  he  and  his  Jersey 
Regiment  shared. 

The  book  was  rescued  from  a  mass  of  rubbish  and  old  paper  which 
bad  been  sold  in  the  lump  for  six  cents  per  pound,  and  it  was  with 
some  difficulty  I  ascertained  the  name  of  the  author,  which  does  not 
appear  in  the  book  itself.  In  the  same  book  Captain  William  Camp- 
field,  his  son,  had  his  "  Commandants  Orderly  Book "  as  Captain 
commanding  Morris  Squadron  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  June  19th,  1798, 
to  August  24th.  1807.  A  list  of  banks  in  the  United  States  in  1812 
and  other  matters  not  so  interesting  are  found  on  other  pages  of  the 
book.  This  William  Campfield  was  a  Captain  in  the  Morris  County 
Regiment  of  militia  in  the  same  war  » 

I  endeavored  with  some  little  success  to  ascertain  something  of 
the  other  history  of  Dr.  Campfield  and  give  you  the  result  Be  was 
born  at  Newark.  New  Jersey,  and  when  quite  a  lad  was  sent  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  to  school,  where  he  fitted  for  college.  He  gradu- 
ated at  Nassau  Hall  in  1759  and  subsequently  married  Miss  Sarah 
Ward  of  Newark  and  settled  down  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Morristown.  His  residence  was  in  Morris  Street,  but  he  owned  a 
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large  farm  on  the  New  Vernon  road  which  for  many  years  after  his 
death  belonged  to  James  Wood,  but  was  known  as  the  Campfield 
farm.  He  entered  the  service  soon  after  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  and  was  Senior  Surgeon  on  Dr.  Burnett's  staff.  In  Gen. 
Stryker's  official  register  of  officers  and  men  of  New  Jersey  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  page  73,  his  name  appears  as  "Surgeon  'Spen- 
cer's Regiment'  Continental  Army,  January  1st,  1797;  dis- 
charged at  the  close  of  the  war."  After  the  declaration 
of  peace  he  continued  to  reside  in  Morristown  till  his  death 
in  May,  1821,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  •  five 
months  and  twenty  days.  lie  was  surrogate  of  Morris  County 
from  the  beginning  of  our  County  records  in  1784  to  1804.  In  his 
will  which  is  recorded  in  the  Morris  County  Surrogate's  office,  dated 
Aug.  17th,  1818,  and  proved  June  25th,  1821,  he  devised  all  his 
property  to  his  son  and  only  child,  Dr.  William  Campfield  (the  Cap- 
tain Campfield  above  mentioned,)  who  was  also  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
ton and  who  survived  his  father  but  three  years. 

There  are  three  grand-children  of  the  old  Doctor  now  living,  Dr. 
William  A.  Campfield  of  Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  Charles  H.  Campfield  of 
Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Mrs.  C.  A.  Dunham,  widow  of  Dr.  Lewis  Dun- 
ham deceased,  late  of  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.  Another  grand-son, 
Edward  Campfield,  died  in  Augusta,  Ga.,  leaving  a  son,  Dr.  H.  T. 
Campfield,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  much  of  this  information. 

Hoping  that  the  manuscript  may  interest  you  as  it  has  me,  I  am 
Yours  very  truly, 

EDMUND   D.  HALSKY. 
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DEPOSITED  Wim  THE  SOCIETY  BY 
MRS.  CHARLOTTE  L.  RUTHERFURD. 

No.  1  ORIGINAL  LEASE  for  a  year  from  James  Duke  of  York  to, 
Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  for  the  whole  of  New  Jersey 
dated  June  23d,  1664. 

No.  2     ORIGINAL  RELEASE  of  the  same  June  24th,  1664. 
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No.  3  ORIGINAL  LEASE  for  a  year  from  James  Duke  of  York  to 
Sir  George  Carteret  for  half  the  northern  of  New  Jersey 
dated  July  28th,  1674. 

No.  4     ORIGIN  A.L  RELEASE  of  the  same  July  29th.  1674. 

No.  4£  Copy  of  the  same  certified  by  Tobias  Holder,  the  Duke's 
Auditor. 

No.  5  ORIGINAL  INSTRUCTIONS  from  Sir  George  Carteret  for  the 
government  of  his  province  July  31st,  1674. 

No.  6  ORIGINAL  QUINTEPAKTITE  DEED  between  Sir  George  Car- 
teret, -Win.  Penn,  Nicholas  Lucas,  Gawen  Lawrie  and  Ed 
ward  Byllinge,  dated  July  1st  1676.  dividing  the  Province 
into  East  and  West  Jersey  differently  from  the  grant  to  Sir 
George  of  July  28-29,  1674. 

No.  6£  DUPLICATE  OF  THE  SAME. 

No.  7  ORIGINAL  RELEASE  of  Elizabeth  Carteret,  widow  and  Exe- 
cutrix, and  the  Trustees  of  Sir  George,  to  the  first  Twelve 
Proprietors  for  all  of  East  Jersey,  dated  January  1st,  1681-2, 
(The  signatures  and  seals  of  the  Trustees  as  follows  :  Earl 
of  Bath  Baron  Crewe,  Lord  Granville,  Robert  Atkyns, 
Edward  Atkyns,  Thomas  Pococke  and  Thomas  Cremer.) 

No.  8  ORIGIN AI,  DEED,  from  Elizabeth  Carteret,  Executrix,  &c.  to 
the  first  Twelve  Proprietors  for  all  arrearages  of  rents  and 
profits  due  Sir  George's  Estate,  dated  February  2d,  1681-2. 

No.  9  ORIGINAL  RELEASE  from  James,  Duke  of  York  to  Sir  George 
Carteret,  (the  grand-son  and  heir  of  the  first  Sir  George)  for 
all  East  Jersey,  dated  September  10th,  1680,  but  appears 
not  to  have  been  signed  before  the  16th  October,  1680. 

No.  9£  DUPLICATE  of  the  same. 

No.  10  EXEMPLIFIED  COPY  from  the  Canterbury  archives  of  Sir 
George  Carteret's  Will :  Will  made  Dec.  25th,  1678 — proved 
February  19th,  1687-9. 

No.  11  ORIGINAL  AGREEMENT  by  the  first  Twelve  Proprietors  that 
there  should  be  no  benefit  of  survivorship,  &c.,  dated  June 
Isi,  1682. 

No.  12  ORIGINAL  RELEASE  of  James,  Duke  of  York  to  Edward 
Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas, 
John  Eldridge  and  Edmund  Warner  for  West  Jersey,  dated 
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August  6th,  1680.  The  seal  (imperfect)  attached  to  the 
instrument  in  a  tin  box. 

No.  13  ORIGINAL  COMMISSION  from  Edmund  Andros  to  Andrew 
Hamilton,  John  Campbell.  Robert  Vauquellin,  John  Bishop, 
John  Inians  and  Samuel  Haile.  to  be  "  Justices  to  keep  the 
peace  in  the  County  of  Middlesex  "  in  East  Jersey,  dated 
New  York,  August  25th,  1688.  The  great  royal  provincial 
seal  attached. 

No.  14  ORIGINAL  COMMISSION  from  William  Dockwra.  in  behalf  of 
the  Proprietors,  to  John  Barclay  (and  in  case  of  disability 
on  his  part  to  John  Reid)  as  Surveyor  General  of  East 
Jersey,  dated  April  6th,  1692,  with  the  seal  of  the  province 
attached  in  a  tin  box.  Barclay's  oath  of  office  is  on  the 
back,  dated  Nov.  1  st,  1  692. 

No.  15  ORIGINAL  DKKD  for  one-half  of  his  twelfth,  or  l-24th  of 
East  Jersey,  from  Wm.  Penn  to  Robert  Barclay,  dated  Sep- 
tember 22d,  1682. 

No.  1 6  ORIGINAL  RELEASE  from  Penn,  Lucas,  Lawrie  and  Byllinge 
to  Thomas  Rudyard  for  l-9th  of  9- 10th  of  West  Jersey,  in 
lieu  of  £350  due  Rudyard  from  Byllinge  May  2d,  1677. 

No.  17  REVOCATION  OF  ALL  GOVERNOR  LAWRIE'S  POWERS,  by  order 
of  the  Proprietaries  1687. 

No.  18  ORIGINAL  RELEASE  from  Penn,  Lucas,  Lawrie  and  Byllinge 
to  Thomas  Rudyard  and  John  Ridge,  for  l-9th  of  9- 10th  of 
West  Jersey,  dated  March  2d,  1677. 

No.   19  A  PACKAGE  containing: 

1  A  list  of  the  Proprietaries,  1686. 

2  do.  do.         April  2d,  1687. 

3  An  account  of  Disbursements  by  the  Proprietaries 

to  1698. 

4  An  order  of  the  Proprietaries  authorizing  William 

Dockwra  to  sign  for  them. 

5  An  order  about  Amboy,  &c.,  Sept.  21st,  1683. 

6  An  order,  confirmatory  of  previous  one,  May  llth, 

1685. 

No.  20  ORIGINAL  COMMISSION  from  Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  to 
Robert  Vauquellin  to  be  Surveyor  General,  with  first  seal 
of  the  Province  (imperfect)  dated  February  10th,  1664-5. 
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No.  21  ORIGINAL  ORDER  OF  THE  PROPRIETARIES  relative  to  laying 
out  of  lands,  and  censuring  Deputy  Governors  Lawrie  and 
Rudyard  for  their  manner  of  doing  it.  July  3d,  1685. 

No.  22  ORDER  OF  THE  PROPRIETARIES  directing  an  examination  into 
the  affairs  of  the  Province,  dated  October  21st,  1685. 

No.  23  PACKAGE  OF  ORIGINAL  DEEDS  from  and  to  the  original  pro- 
prietors, early  patents,  &c.,  as  follows  : 

1.  Sept,  26th,  1682.      Release   of  Hvgh    Hartshorne    (one   of 
the  original  twelve  Proprietors)  to  the  Earl  of  Perth  for  £ 
of  l-12th  of  East  Jersey     Consideration,  350  pounds. 

2.  Sept.  26th,  1682.     Release  of    Clement  Plumstead  (one   of 
the  original  twelve)  to  Robert  Gordon  for  \  of   1-1  2th   of 
East  Jersey.     Consideration,  350  pounds. 

3.  August  3d,  1  G83.      Release   ot    Robert    Gordon  to    Gawen 
Lawrie  for  l-48th  of  East  Jersey. 

March  12th,  13th,  1684-5.     Lease  and  Release  of  Wm. 
Dockwra  to  Robert  Blackwood  for  l-48th  of   East  Jersey, 
excepting  such  tracts  as  were  already  taken  up. 
5.     August  13th,  1685.     Release  of  George  Viscount  Tarbat  to 
Lord  Neil  Campbell  for  £  of  l-24th  of  East  Jersey. 
(Date  omitted.)     1685.     Lease  and  Release  of  Lord  Neil 
Campbell  to  Robert  Blackwood  for  %  of   £th   of    l-24th    of 
East  Jersey. 

7.  April  22nd.  1684.     Deed  from  Robert  Barclay  to  Dr.  John 
Gordon  for  1-1  Oth  of  l-48th  of  East  Jersey. 

8.  February  20th,  1683-4.     Release  from    Sir  John    Gordon 
Knt  and  Advocate  in  the  kingdom   of   Scotland  to  Da  rid 
Mudie  for  1-1  Oth  of  1  48th  of  East  Jersey. 

9.  )  March  28th-29th,  1683.      Lease  and  Release  of  James, 
9£.  f  Earl  of  Perth,  to  Sir  George  Mackenzie  for  £th   of  1  -24th 

of  East  Jersey. 

10.  (  March  4th-5th,  1683-4.      Lease  and  Release  of   Am- 
10£.  }  brose  Rigg,  one  of  the  original  twelve,  to  Robert  Barclay 

for  |  of  l-24th  of  East  Jersey. 

11.  May  24th,  1690.      Patent  from   the   Proprietors  to   Lord 
Neil  Campbell  for  1000  acres  on  the  North  Branch  of  the 
Raritan  and  900  acres  at  Barnegat. 
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12.  August  23d,  1690.     Patent  from  the  Proprietors  to  Archi- 
bald Campbell,  son  and  heir  of   Lord  Neil  Campbell,   for 

lot  of  land  in  Perth  Amboy. 

13.  June   10th,  1688.      Patent  to    Thomas  Rudyard  for   170 
acres  in  Middlesex  Co. 

14.  April  14th,  1702.     Patent  to  George  Willocks  for  sundry- 
lots  in  Perth  Amboy  and  tracts  elsewhere. 

15.  April   20th,  1703.       Patent    to    George   Willocks  and  John 
Bradberry  for  a  lot  in  Perth  Amboy  and   tract   on    Third 
River,  where  Bradberry  had  then  a  Grist-mill. 

16.  August   27th,    1698.        Commission   from    Gov.   Jeremiah 
Basse  to  George  Willocks  as  Chief  Ranger. 

17.  December  14th,  1697.     Authorh}r  from  the  Proprietors  of 
East  and  West  Jersey  to  Rip  Van  Dam,  to   receive   Quit- 
rents.  &c.  in  the  hands  of  George  Willocks  or  John  Reid. 


MAY  15th,   1873. 

Thomas  Agens,  Newark. 

Benjamin  B.  Aycrigg,  M.  D.,  Passaic. 

William  H.  Baldwin,  Newark. 

Edward  B.  Bingham,  Newark. 

Martin  Dennis,  Newark. 

John  R.  Emery,  Trenton. 

S.  Hastings  Grant,  Chatham. 

A.  V.  D.  Honeyman,  Germantown,  Hunterdon  Co. 

"William  J.  Magee,  Elizabeth. 

George  A.  Mayhew,  Newark. 

Charles  Megill,  Trenton. 

Esther  W.  Montgomery,  Trenton. 

John  T.  Nixon,  Trenton. 

William  P.  Parker,  Newark. 

R.  Wayne  Parker,  Newark. 

William  Walter  Phelps.  Englewood. 

Samuel  S.  Tiffany,  Newark. 

J.  Cummings  Vail,  Newark. 

John  G.  Vose,  Orange. 

Joimrarg 

Benson  J.  Lossing,  LL.  D.,  Dover  Plains,  New  York. 
Thomas  F.  DeVoe,  New  York. 


D  I  A^  R  Y 

OF 

DR.  JABEZ  CAMPFIELD, 

SURGEON  IN  "SPENCER'S  REGIMENT," 


WHILE   ATTACHED   TO 


SULLIVAN'S  EXPEDITION  AGAINST  THE  INDIANS, 

From.  May  23d.  to  Oct.  &d.,  1779. 


FROM  THE  ORIGINAL. 

Presented  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  by 
MR.  EDMUND  D.  HALSEY. 


D  I 


MAY  23d,  1779 — Left  Morristown  in  order  to  join  the  Regt.  or- 
dered on  an  expedition  to  the  'westward  against  the  Indians  and 
Tories  who  had  cruelly  destroyed  our  frontiers  * 

MAY  24th,  1779 — I  arrived  at  Easton.  Easton  from  Morristown 
51  miles. 

MAY  25,  1779 — I  arrived  at  Brinker's  Mill. 

MAY  26,1779 — Joined  the  regiment  at  Tunkhanna — The  troops 
imployed  in  this  work  were  the  Second  New  York  Regt.  &  Spencer's. 
Col.  Cortlandt  having  the  command — our  encampment  continued  in 
this  place  until  the  30th,  when  we  marched  to  Locust  Hill.  All  this 
way  the  Land  very  indifferent  &  rough — the  timber*  mostly  pitch 
pine,  and  Hemlock,  some  white  pine — also  birch,  mirtle  and  some 
beach  &  elm — Spruce. 

This  hill  is  covered  with  Small  Locust  trees.  While  the  detach- 
ment remained  at  Locust  Hill  the  first  New  Hampshire  Regt.  joined 
us,  but  at  the  same  time  a  detachment  of  near  200  men  under  Col. 
Smith  were  sent  to  Wyoming  so  that  we  gained  very  little  by  the 
hampshire  men's  coming  up. 

JUNE  7,  1779 — The  camp  remained  on  Locust  Hill  till  June  7th, 
when  we  marched  and  encamped  upon  the  borders  of  the  Shades  of 
Death. 

JUNE  12th.  1779 — The  detach 't  passed  the  Shades  of  Death  and 
incamped  at  Bullux's  farm.  All  this  way  the  land  very  indifferent  and 
rough,  however  here  we  found  very  large  white  pine  in  many  places 
— and  the  hemlock  exceedingly  large. 

JUNE  14th,  1769 — The  Detach't  marched  into  Wyoming,  Col. 
Butler  with  a  detach't  from  the  garrison  had  opened  the  rhoad. 

Wyoming  is  a  beautiful  place,  through   which  runs  the  Susqua- 

*  See  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  2d  Edition  II,  p.  321,  &c. ;  Botta's 
History  of  the  Revolution,  II,  p.  694 ;  Allen  II,  278  ;  Spencer's  History  U.  S. 
IL>  51.  [Ed.] 
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hanna,  in  a  swift  delightful  course.     Wyoming  is  distant  from  Eas- 
ton  60  miles — and  is  capable  of  great  improvement. 

This  settlement  did  consist  of  four  different  Towns,  before  the 
cruel  Butler  destroyed  them,  being  inhabited  by  upwards  of  one 
thousand  families,  who,  a  few  excepted,  were  entirely  ruined,  and 
such  as  he  did  not  kill,  were  left  utterly  destitute  of  every  necessary 
of  life,  and  obliged  to  flv  for  refuge,  into  the  lower  setlements. 

The  Lands  here  are  exceedingly  good  and  fertile  ;  The  river 
abounds  with  various  fish  in  the  Spring,  it  is  full  of  the  finest  shad, 
trout  and  Pickerel  are  also  plenty  here. 

In  passing  the  great  swamp  we  cross  several  fine  streams  of 
water,  which  all  abound  with  Trout.  The  first  is  Tunkhanna,  second 
is  Tobehanna,  the  third  is  Lahi,  these  are  all  branches  of  the  same 
river  and  under  the  name  of  Lahi  fall  into  the  Delawar  at  Easton. 

In  this  way  we  passed  a  second  swamp  called  Bare-swamp,  through 
which  runs  a  considerable  stream  of  water,  called  the  Ten-mile  run. 
said  to  fall  itfto  the  Schuylkill. 

Four  miles  from  Wyoming,  we  cross  a  high  mountain,  which  will 
render  the  land-carrige  allways  difficult  from  Easton  to  this  place, 
could  the  other  difficulties  be  removed. 

The  long  stay  of  the  army  at  Wyoming,  was  owing  to  the  infam- 
ous  conduct  of  the  Commissaries  and  Quartermasters,  imployed  in 
furnishing  the  necessary  provisions  and  stores.  And  finally,  when 
the  army  did  march,  it  was  so  scantily  supplied,  that  the  success  of 
of  the  expedition  is  by  that  means,  rendered  exceedingly  precarious.* 

The  army  was  delayed  at  Wyoming  by  the  above  mentioned 
causes  until  the  31st  day  of  July,  when  it  began  its  march,  and  at 
evening  arrived  at  Lahawannuck — about  10  miles,  here  a  fine  stream 
of  water  which  gives  name  to  the  place  falls  into  the  Susquahanna 
from  the  north-east  ward.  About  3  or  four  miles  beack  and  on  the 
other  sid  of  the  river,  is  the  place  where  the  Yankes  were  defeated 
under  Wyoming  Butler.  This  place  is  a  rich  bottom  on  both  sides 


*  "Sullivan  reached  Wyoming  on  the  Susquehannah  on  the  21st  July,  having 
delayed  his  march  by  waiting  the  result  of  extravagant  demands  which  he  con- 
tinued to  make,  for  men,  provisions,  and  equipments,  and  which  Congress  were 
not  disposed  to  grant." — Allen's  Revolution  II  p.  276.  [Ed.] 
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but  of  no  great  extent.  At  the  end  of  this  flat  is  the  Spring  fall, 
a  brook  falling  from  a  high  mountain. 

AUGUST  1,  1779*-The  army  marched  to  Quilutimack  [7  miles] 
another  bottom  of  no  great  extent,  but  rich  land — here  we  rested 
one  day,  to  give  time  for  the  boats  to  come  up. 

AUG.  3d,  1779 — The  army  marched  to  Tunkhanna,  [12  miles]*  a  fine 
creek  falling  into  ye  Susquahanna  from  the  north-east.  Here,  as 
almost  every  where  else  on  this  river,  the  mountains  are  exceeding 
high  and  generally  nigh  the  river,  the  flats  being  narrow,  a  few  ex- 
cepted.  The  flatts  all  rich  land.  Timber,  white  pine,  pitch  &  yelow 
— several  sorts  of  ash,  &  'in  the  low  bottoms,  mirtle  (of  which  sugar 
is  mad)  Black  &  white  walnut,  elm,  Beech,  ash,  Bass,  hickory,  & 
other  swamp  wood. 

AUG.  4th — The  army  marched  to  Vandelip's  farm.  [14  miles]  a 
good  plat  of  Bottom  land,  the  mountains  high  &  covered  with  grass 
even  to  the  tops  in  some  places. 

In  this  days  march  we  passed  three  good  brooks  of  water  falling 
through  the  mountains.  How  hard  is  the  soldier's  lott,  who's  least 
danger  is  the  field  of  action  ?  Fighting  happens  seldom,  but  fatigue, 
hunger,  cold  &  heat  are  constantly  varying  his  distress. 

AUG.  5th,  1779 — The  army  marched  to  Wybusing,  [10  miles] 
Remained  here  two  days,  on  account  of  the  rain — the  difficulty  of  getting 
up  the  boats — &  Gen.  Sullivan's  being  unable  through  indisposition 
to  proceed  on.  At  this  place  is  a  plane  covered  with  English  grass 
of  an  extraordinary  large  growth  &  beautiful.  In  the  way  we  passed 
a  very  high  mountain,  from  which  we  had  an  extensive  prospect  of 
mountains  &  the  river,  a  most  beautiful  variety.  Coming  on  this 
flatt  we  find  very  large  trees,  the  largest  are  Button  wood — here  are 
many  Black  walnuts.  This  was  formerly  settled  by  Moravian 
Indians. 

The  army  marched  to  Standingstone  bottom.  [10  miles]  At  the 
end  of  Wybusing  flatt  we  pass  Wybusing  creek,  a  beautifull  stream 
of  water,  falling  through  the  mountains,  from  the  north-east  into  the 
Susquahanna. 


*  The  distances,  and  generally,  the  comments  upon  the  soil,  timber,  &c  ,  are 
in  the  margins  of  the  original. 
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This  day  ye  army  marched  some  time  by  the  river,  but  mostly  at 
some  distance  over  mountains  This  place  takes  its  name  from  a 
long  stone  standing  upright  on  the  opposite  short,  which  when  it  fell 
from  the  mountain  above,  accidentally  took  that  position.  Here  is  a 
fine  soil  unimproved.  The  boats  made  this  place  with  difficulty. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  the  army  marched,  by  a 
narrow  pass,  along  ye  river,  some  times  by  the  water  side, 
having  an  high  mountain  on  the  right,  afterwards,  through  an . 
exceeding  fine  tract  of  of  land,  of  considerable  length  in  which 
we  passed  ViTeesau eking  creek  falling  into  Susquahanna  from 
the  north-east.  After  the  army  passed  on  the  declivity  of 
a  high  mountain,  overlooking  the  river,  by  a  narrow  foot  path 
dangerous  to  be  passed  by  a  single  person,  here  several  of  our  cattle 
and  pack  horses  fell  and  were  killed. 

.  About  son  set  we  entered  on  a  fine  bottom  &  continued  our  march 
to  Sheshequanung,  six  miles  from  the  mountain,  a  beautiful  plane 
covered  with  grass;  very  necessary  for  our  hungry  horses  and  cattle 

In  this  days  march  Col.  Procktor  landed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  and  burned  an  Indian  town  which  was  built  last  spring,  but  now 
abandoned,  consisting  of  28  logg  houses  covered  and  6  not  finished, 
called  Newtychaning — here  we  had  a  night  march  of  6  miles  through 
thick  woods  with  900  cattle  in  our  front,  our  Regt.  being  the  rear 
guard  this  day.  We  have  here  continually  rains  or  fogs,  in  the 
night,  &  very  hott  in  the  days  &  cold  nights. 

AUG.  9th — The  army  marched  to  upper  Sheshequannunk.  [15 
miles]  The  army  remained  here  the  1  Oth  day  to  give  the  boats  time 
to  come  up.  Last  night  one  of  our  largest  boats  was  cast  away  and 
everything  in  her  lost,  coming  up  a  rappid ;  this  is  hard,  for  she  was 
loaded  with  7  or  8  tons  of  flower. 

AUG.  11 — The  army  arrived  at  Tioga,  This  day  [3  miles]  At  7 
o'clock  this  morning  the  army  marched  and  crossed  the  Susquahanna 
about  a  mile  above  our  last  camp — the  river  wid  and  rapid,  and  so 
deep  as  to  come  to  the  top  of  my  boots  on  horse  back ;  after  cross- 
ing we  passed  a  swamp,  a  small  distance  through,  and  then  entered  a 
beautiful  plaine.  This  plane  is  called  Tioga,  from  the  middle  of  which, 
we  crossed  over  the  Tioga  branch,  on  to  a  point  of  land,  which  is 
made  by  a  junction  of  the  Tioga  branch,  with  the  Susquahanna ;  on 
this  point  the  army  incamped,  with  our  rear  extending  along  the  Sus- 
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quahanna.  About  a  mile  farther  up  the  two  rivers  aproach  each 
other,  within  a  little  more  than  100  yards,  and,  is  the  place  which 
we  expect  will  be  fortified,  to  cover  our  boats  untill  we  return. 

It  is  remarkable  that  we  have  come  into  this  country,  by  a  long 
and  difficult  march,  where  there  are  but  a  few  miles,  in  which  a  small 
party  of  our  enemy  could  not  with  ease,  have  much  impeeded  our 
progress,  and  are  now  within  twelve  miles  of  one  of  their  consider 
able  settlements.  &  as  yet  have  never  seen  or  heared  any  thing  of 
them,  that  we  could,  with  sertanty  depend  upon. 

I  very  heartily  wish  these  rusticks  may  be  reduced  to  reason,  by 
the  aproach  of  this  army,  without  their  suffering  the  extreems  of  war  ; 
there  is  something  so  cruel,  in  destroying  the  habitations  of  any 
people,  (however  mean  they  may  be.  being  their  all)  that  I  might 
say  the  prospect  hurts  my  feelings.* 

AUG.  12 — The  army,  leaving  the  invalids  and  baggage  at  Tioga, 
in  the  eavning  marched  for  Shemung,  an  Indian  town,  situate  on  the 
Tioga  branch  of  Susquahanna.  We  arrived  in  the  morning  after  a 
most  fatigueing  march  all  night  in  the  dark  through  the  woods.  This 
place  had  been  left  by  the  inhabitants  the  day  before. 

Genl.  Hand  advancing  with  his  brigade  about  three  miles  farther 
on  was  fired  at  by  a  few  Indians,  who  killed  and  wounded  8  or  9  of 
his  officers,  and  men. 

The  town  was  burned  and  the  corn  was  destroyed  and  the  army 
returned  to  Tioga  in  24  hours  having  performed  a  march  of  full  40 
miles  in  24  hours. 

*#*  A  break  here  in  the  diary. 

AUGUST  16th,  1779 — A  Detachment  from  the  whole  army  consist- 
ing of  1000  men  under  command  of  Genls.  Poor  and  Hand  marched 
this  day  from  Tioga  along  the  west  side  of  the  Susquahanna  [10 
miles]  to  meet  Genl.  Clinton. 


*  The  course  of  Sullivan  in  ''laying  waste  and  destroying  even-  thing  after 
the  manner  of  his  savage  enemy,"  as  Allen  states,  was  severely  commented  up- 
on at  the  time,  but  as  shown  by  Peabody  in  his  Life  of  Sullivan,  and  in  Mar- 
shall's Life  of  Washington,  the  General  only  carried  out  the  specific  instruc- 
tions received  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  which  were  "to  lay  waste  all  the 
settlements  around,  in  an  effectual  manner,  that  the  country  may  be  not  merely 
overrun,  but  destroyed."  Spencer's  TJ.  S.,  II  p.  51. — [Ed.] 
16 
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The  army  incamped  this  evening  in  a  beautiful  forrist  of  white 

pine. 

I  here  observed  a  plant  in    abundance  which  has  much  the  smell 

of  garden  ba!m. 

This  whole  country  abounds  in  fine  forrists  of  White  Pine. 
17.  AUG.  1779 — The  Detachment  marched  [12  miles]  to  an  In- 
dian settlement  about  1  mile  below  Owego  and  incamped  on  a  beau- 
tiful plain  covered  with  grass ;  just  before  \vecame  on  the  plane,  the 
detach't  crossed  a  streem  of  water,  on  which  Owego  is  situated  a  mile 
above  these  places  were  all  deserted  last  spring,  their  inhabitants, 
only  a  few. 

AUG.  18,  1779 — The  detachment  marched  [18  miles]  to  an  Indian 
town,  deserted,  called  Cokonnuck,  of  about  50  or  60  houses  mostly 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  This  is  a  large  fine  flat  of  rich  land, 
covered  with  fine  grass,  such  as  clover,  spear  &  fowl-meadow  grass, 
and  the  natural  grass  of  the  country,  which  here  grows  8  or  10  feet 
high. 

This  days  march  was  rendered  very  difficult,  by  the  intervention  ot 
several  hills  and  swamps.  The  land  rough  and  less  of  white  pine  & 
more  of  white  oak — we  passed  a  swamp,  resembling  the  great  swamp, 
only  it  was  small. 

We  heard  G.  Clinton's  eavning  gun.* 

AUG.  19th — This  morning  9  o'clock  Genl.  Clinton  joined  us  with 
upward  of  200  Boats  and  about  700  Infantry,  who  marched  by  land 
— 2  pieces  of  cannon  in  ye  boats ;  his  whole  number  it  is  said  con- 
sists of  1500  men.  11  o'clock  we  marched  for  Owego  &  arrived 
there  at  sor.set.  A  party  was  sent  out,  \vlio  burned  the  town  Owego. 
The  few  inhabitants,  who  remained  there  had  gone  of  the  day  before 
we  arrived. 

.Genl.  Clinton  has  burned  all  the  towns  on  or  near  the  river  in  his 
way  down. 

AUG.  20th — A  heavy  rain  came  on  last  night,  which  prevented 
our  inarch  this  dav. 


*  Allen  says  "  As  if  determined  that  his  march  should  he  uo  secret,  a  morn- 
ing and  evening  gun  were  regularly  fired  during  his  whole  route.  He  seemed 
to  consider  the  enemy  as  already  in  his  power  and  made  the  most  absurd  boasts 
of  his  intentions  with  regard  to  them." — II,  p.  27.7.  [Ed.] 
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AUGUST  21st,  1779 — Marched  back  to  within  about  6  miles  of 
Tioga  and  in  camped. 

AUG.  22d — The  army  under  Genl.  Clinton  &  the  Detach't  under 
Genl  Poor,  joined  the  army  at  Tioga. 

A  remarkable  circumstance  in  our  march  back  to  Tioga,  is  that 
every  morning  &  eavning  the  Detach't  countermarched,  &  on  our 
march  every  day  had  our  left  toward  the  enemy,  & .  our  right  towards 
the  river. 

The  Detacht.  marched  the  16th,  at  noon  and  returned  the  22d  at 
noon  being  6  Days  out,  one  of  which  was  very  rainy,  &  performed  a 
march  of  80  miles. 

Genl.  Clintons  march  from  Lake  Otsego  to  Tioga — 

From  the  mouth  of  Tioga  to  Mackatawando  10  miles,  to 
Owego  12,  to  C;>kanunck  18.  to  Chenango  9  miles,  to  Tuscarora 
3,  to  Anpuaqun  18  miles,  to  Unadilla  25.  to  the  mouth  of 
Lake  Otsego  67,  to  the  head  of  the  lake  8  miles.  [162  miles] 

The  general  course  N.  E. 

During  the  stay  of  the  army  at  Tioga,  4  Blockhouses  were  built 
for  the  defence  of  the  boats,  and  garrisoned,  by  the  Invalids  under 
command  of  Col.  Shrieve  &  the  boat  irien.  Here  we  left  all  unnec 
essary  baggage,  and  all  the  women  &  children.  The  Genl  left  here 
2  6-Pounders. 

AUG.  26th,  1779 — Thursday — The  whole  army  marched  by  the 
garrison  of  Tioga  and  incamped  about  3  or  4  milos  forward. 

AUG.  27,  1779 — The  array  marched  about  6  miles  &  passed  a 
difficult  defile — broke  two  waggons,  overset  a  traveling  Forge  & 
one  of  the  pieces. 

This  shows  the  difficulty  we  have  to  surmount  in  carrying  our  cannon 
forward.  Our  baggage  arrived  at  12  o'clock  at  night,  here  we  found 
much  green  corn  &  beans. 

AUG.  28th — The  army  marched  to  Shemung.  [12  miles  from, 
Tioga]  In  this  march  Maxwell's  Brigade,  the  artilery  &  Pack-horses 
forded  the  Tioga  twice,  to  escape  a  difficult  defile,  while  Genls 
Clinton,  Poor  &  Hand  with  their  brigades  passed  over  the  mountains. 
The  Genl  this  day  received  information  that  a  body  of  men  were 
fortifying  a  pass  about  6  miles  in  front. 

SUNDAY,  AUG.  29,  1779 — The  armv   advanced  in  its  common  or- 
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der  of  march, untill  about  the  middle  of  the  day  when  the  advance  receiv- 
ed a  fire  from  the  enemy,  whom  they  found  posted  advantageously  be- 
hind a  brest  work,  extending  about  2  or  300  yards,  built  on  a  rising 
ground,  having  a  brook  and  very  thick  brush  in  front  at  the  distance 
of  small  mnsquet  shot — they  were  about  1000  strong,  mostly  Indians 
under  Brandt — Butler,  however,  commanded  having  with  him  3  or 
400  raingers  and  Tories. 

Tha  Rifle  men  amused  them  for  some  time  with  a  scattering  fire, 
while  Genl  Clinton  &  Poor  could  gain  their  left  flank,  and  the  artilery 
be  properly  posted.  When  the  cannon  began  to  play  upon  them, 
tney  ran  immediately,  in  great  disorder;  they,  then  attempted  to 
gain  a  mountain  on  the  right  of  the  river,  which  they  effected,  but 
Genl  Poor  immediately  dislodged  them,  &  their  rout  became  general.* 

Two  prisoners  were  taken,  a  Tory  &  a  Negro  ;  17  men  were  killed 
on  the  spot,  who  our  people  found,  one  of  them  an  Indian  of  distinc- 
tion— their  number  wounded  we  dont  know,  they  must  have  been 
considerable.  We  had  only  3  men  killed  and  30  wounded, 
among  whom  were  a  Major,  Oapt.  &  Sub'n.,  all  of  the  Hampshire 
troops. 

At  evening  the  whole  army  arrived  and  incamped  in  New  Town, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  had  deserted  it  two  days  before. 

Here  we  found  great  quantities  of  Corn,  beans,  pumpkins  &c. 

On  our  right  up  the  brook,  where  the  action  was,  at  some  distance, 
were  found  a  cluster  of  new  houses  covered  with  split  stuff,  supposed 
to  have  been  built  for  a  magazine  as  they  had  not  been  inhabited. 
From  the  manner  of  building  the  houses  here,  I  think,  the  Tories 
must  have  built  them,  and  the  corn  was  planted  after  the  manner  of 
the  white  people. 

AUG.  30,  1779 — The  army  remained  in  camp  this  day,  part  being 
detached  to  destroy  the  corn  and  other  things  from  which  the  enemy 
might  hereafter  draw  subsistance. 

*  This  statement  scarcely  warrants  the  accounts  given  of  the  conflict  by  his- 
torians. Marshall  says  (II.  p.  322)  "  While  the  artillery  played  on  the  works, 
Poor  pushed  up  the  mountain,  and  a  sharp  conflict  commenced,  which  was  sus- 
tained for  some  time,  with  considerahle  spirit  on  both  sides.  Poor  continued  to 
advance  rapidly,  pressing  the  Indians  before  him  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  and 
occasionally  firing  on  them,  they  retreated  from  tree  to  tree  keeping  up  an  irreg- 
ular tire,  until  he  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill."— [Ed.] 
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The  Com'r-in-Chief  proposed  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  each  Bri- 
gade, the  necessity  of  shortening  the  alowance  of  provision  ;  our 
stock  being  too  small  to  last  long  enough  to  accomplish  the  design  of 
the  expedition ;  when  the  whole  army  almost  unanimous^,  agreed  to 
subsist  upon  half  a  pound  of  Flowar  &  half  pound  of  Beef  pr  day, 
a  striking  instance  of  the  virtue  of  the  army. 

This  night  the  Genl  sent  down  to  Tioga  in  the  boats  the  wounded, 
four  of  our  most  cumberos  pieces  of  cannon,  and  all  the  waggons. 

An  extract  from  Genl  Orders  AUG.  31,  1779 — Head  Quarters  10 
miles  above  New  Town,  after  the  army  had  agreed  to  accept  of  half 
rations. 

"It  is  with  the  higest  satisfaction  sincere  gratitude  the  Genl  rec'd 
an  acct.  of  the  cheerful  compliance  of  ye  officers  &  soldiers  of  the 
army  with  his  proposal  of  yesterday.  This  pleesing  proof  of  their 
virtue  fortitude  &  perseverance  added  to  the  striking  evidence  they 
have  given  of  of  their  bravery,  gives  him  the  most  agreeable  sensa- 
tion, and  demands  every  return  in  his  power.  He  will  endeavor  to 
expedite  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  as  much  as  possible,  and 
has  no  doubt,  but  with  the  supplies  on  hand  he  will  soon  be  able  to 
issue  full  rations.  He  assures  them,  that  as  soon  as  it  can  be  re- 
duced to  a  certainty,  that  the  provisions  will  answer,  he  will  not  lose 
one  moment  in  ordering  the  full  allowance  to  be  delt  out. 

Least  any  doubt  should  arise  in  the  minds  of  the  Troops  respect- 
ing the  money  to  be  alowed  in  lieu  of  provisions,  the  Genl  assures 
them,  they  shall  receive,  as  much,  as  the  provisions  would  cost  a 
this  time." 

AUG.  31,  1779 — The  army  marched  on  [10  miles]  and  found 
rough  and  mountanious  ground  for  the  first  four  miles  &  we  saw 
several  fields  of  corn  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  In  this 
march  a  considerable  number  of  houses  lately  built  by  the  Tories 
were  destroyed.  Here  we  passed  a  considerable  run  of  water,  falling 
from  the  N.  E.  into  the  Cayuga — from  this  place  we  left  the  river 
and  continued  our  march  over  a  level  country  about  a  north  course — 
very  good  marching,  it  being  a  wide  extended  plane,  with  scattering 
pitch  pine  trees. 

Col.  Dayton  was  detached  to  follow  the  enemy  up  this  branch,  he 
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did  not  overtake  them,  but  came  to  an  Indian  town  which  he  destroy- 
ed— and  also  the  corn. 

SEPT.  1,  1779 — The  army  marched  in  the  morning  over  an  exten- 
sive plane,  upwards  ot  five  miles,  when  it  entered  a  swamp  having 
first,  passed  by  a  large  marsh,  or  meadow,  on  our  right,  and  a  hiph  & 
steep  mountain  on  ye  left. 

In  this  swamp,  we  found  much  difficulty  in  passing  with  our  can- 
non, &  pack  horses,  while  we  had  day-light,  but  when  the  night 
came  on,  it  was  greatly  increased,  the  army  marching,  as  originally 
ordered. 

It  is  worthy  of  observation  that  in  this  swamp  we  first  began, 
about  the  middle  of  it,  to  desend  towards  the  Cuyuga  £  Seneka 
Lakes,  down  a  very  steep  &  high  hill  ;  and  here  we  found  a  consider- 
able streem  of  water,  which  we  followed  the  rest  of  the  day  fording 
it  continually.  We  arrived,  about  9  o'clock  at  the  first  Seneka  set- 
tlement, called  French  Catharins.  [13  miles] 

In  the  morning  the  men  found  in  the  wood  an  old  Indian  woman, 
who  informed,  that  Butler  here  met,  two  days  before,  a  number  of 
Indians  coming  to  join  him,  with  a  view  of  opposing  our  progress  ; 
but  they  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  turn  about  again,  and  face  this 
ariuy,  he  immediately  went  off,  &  they  remained,  consulting  what 
was  best  to  be  done.  The  Old  Squaw  thought  to  be  above  80  years 
old,  expected  to  be  killed.  The  women  were  urgent  to  remain  at 
home,  but  the  men  urged  that  if  they  should  fall  into  our  hands  we, 
would  make  use  of  them  to  urge  harder  terms,  so  the  women  and 
children  left  the  Town,  son  about  an  hour  high  ;  and  the  men  re- 
mained till  our  troops  arrived,  when  they  scampered  off  without  firing 
a  gun.  The  timber  white  pine,  Pitch  pine,  oak  and  in  the  swamp 
much  holm  Bass  wood  and  maple,  after  passing  half  ye  swamp  we  had  a 
high  mountain  on  either  hand  and  some  small  flatts.  The  land  rich 
in  ye  valle  &  stony  on  ye  mountain.  Here  we  found  plenty  of  corn 
and  Beans  &  about  12  houses  a  high  mountain  on  our  left  as  we 
enter  ye  Town. 

This  days  march  was  so  exceeding  difficult,  I  mean  the  last  part 
of  it,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  description,  it  being  totally  dark 
&  through  a  thick  swamp — and  this  expecting  momenterily,  an  at 
tack  from  the  enemy,  our  army  totally  unacquainted  with  the  situa 
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tion  of  the  place  &  knowing  the  enemy  were  there.*  French  Gath- 
ering is  distant  3  miles  from  the  Seneka  Lake. 

SEPT-  2d,  1779 — The  army  remained  in  camp  this  day,  our  bag- 
gage being  unable  to  come  on,  in  the  dark,  the  night  before. 

The  Indians,  and  Torys  under  Butler,  certainly,  are  destitute  of 
the  spirit  of  soldiers,  or  they  would  not  suffer  us  to  make  such  a 
rappid  progress,  without  any  resistance. 

I  am  sure,  a  few  men  of  spirit,  might  exceedingly  retard  our 
movements. 

SEPT.  3d,  1779 — The  army  inarched  at  9  o'clock,  and  incamped 
before  night  12  miles  below  French  Catherines  in  the  woods.  This 
day's  marching  was  the  best  since  we  left  Wyoming;  but  it  had  its 
difficulties.  Xine  miles  of  this  way,  we  had  the  Seneka  Lake  on  our 
left,  at  some  distance.  No  appearance  of  the  enemy,  tho  it  is  said 
by  our  spys,  that  they  are  in  a  settlement  within  two  miles  of  our 
camp — a  small  party  under  command  of  Col.  Smith  are  gone  to  beat 
up  their  quarters.  Timber — Black  Walnut.  Hickory,  the  several 
oaks,  the  several  pines,  much  ash.  Bass  wood,  maple,  elm,  and  shag 
walnut — &  the  only  chestnut  I  have  seen  within  100  miles — very 
little  stone,  the  land  well  watered  &  part  mountaneous. 

SEPT.  4,  1779 — The  army  marched  at  11  o'clock,  being  prevented 
by  rain,  from  marching  sooner;  however  we  made  13  miles  and  in- 
camped  in  the  woods. 

At  a  place  nigh  the  Lake  were  a  few  houses  about  4  miles  from 
our  last  incampment  which  were  deserted  last  night  about  the  time 
Col.  Smith  went  out. 

At  this  place  called  apple  town  is  one  of  the  finest  prospects  down 


*  "  He  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  this  swamp  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  was 
strongly  advised  not  to  venture  into  it  until  the  next  morning ;  but  he  persisted, 
and  a  miracle  only  prevented  his  obstinacy  from  bringing  destruction  upon  his' 
men.  Some  of  the  defiles  through  which  he  had  to  pass,  were  so  narrow  and 
dangerous  that  a  score  or  two  of  Indians  might  have  successfully  disputed 
the  passege  against  any  number  of  men.  The  night  was  exceedingly  dark,  the 
men  wearied,  scattered  and  broken,  and  ready  to  die  rather  than  move  on;  but 
the  Indian  scouts  who  had  been  sent  to  watch  them,  having  retired  as  soon 
as  it  was  dark  under  the  full  persuasion  that  no  General  in  his  senses  would 
attempt  such  a  road  by  night,  the  defiles  were  fortunately  unguarded,  and 
the  General  arrived  with  his  wearied  army  about  midnight  at  the  town."  Allen 
II,  p.  278.— [Ed.] 
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the  lake,  that  can  be  imagined.  The  timber  of  ye  same  kind  as  yes- 
terday, and  very  good,  very  little  stony  land. 

The  land  on  this  side  is  fine  and  level,  only  near  the  lake  are  gul- 
lies, made  by  the  rain,  no  springs  or  brooks  of  any  consequence,  & 
the  land  generally  low,  &  I  think  very  suitable  for  grass. 

The  land  on  the  west  sid  of  the  lake  rises  very  gradually.  I  be- 
lieve most  of  this  land  would  produce  wheetand  every  kind  of  grain. 

At  the  upper  end  of  this  Lake,  is  a  large  body  of  marsh,  &  bogg 
meadow  all  the  wa}-  from  French  Catherines  to  the  water  of  the 
Lake.  In  this  days  march  we  passed  considerable  tracts  of  land, 
covered  with  the  wild  pea-vines,  equal  to  clover  for  horses. 

SKPT.  5th,  1779 — This  day  the  army  arrived  at  the  Town  of  Then- 
dara,  [4  miles]  near  the  [Seneke]  lake,  it  is  the  most  considerable 
Indian  Town,  I  have  yet  seen,  it  is  old,  having  large  apple  trees, 
which  must  have  been  planted  many  years  ago.  Houses  covered 
with  bark  large  for.  Indian  houses.  The)'  are  nasty  beyond  des- 
cription. The  land  continues  to  be  ve^  fine  and  finely  timbered. 
It  is  said  this  Peninsula  is  on  an  average  about  12  miles  wide,  and 
about  45  miles  long,  all  rich,  level  land  well  Timbered.  This  lake  is 
most  beautiful,  &  on  the  opposite  side  the  land  appears  very  level, 
and  has  a  gradual  rise — and  not  very  high  as  far  as  can  be  seen. 
The  inhabitants  removed  themselves  from  here  last  Thirsday,  as  we 
are  informed  by  a  deserter,  and  that  they  were  very  much  discor- 
aged. 

SEPT.  6,  1779 — At  Shendara  [3  miles]  we  found  some  Corn  & 
Beans  which  was  gathered  by  the  troops  ;  But  the  cornstalks  &  grass 
about  the  town  was  not  sufficient  for  the  horses  &  cattle.  They 
strayed  away  and  we  could  not  march  'till  afternoon  when  after 
marching  about  3  miles  we  found  nigh  to  the  lake  an  abundance  of 
Pasture  which  induced  ye  general  to  stop.  The  Land  and  Timber 
on  it  equal  to  the  other  from  French  Catherines,  &  equal  to  any  in 
ye  world  I  believe — very  little  stony. 

Col.  Gansevort's  servants  missed  their  path  and  took  a  path,  which 
led  them  down  to  the  Cayuga  Lake,  where  they  fel  in  with  a  town, 
which  they  burned,  it  being  deserted  by  the  inhabitants. 

We  are  now  paying,  by  short  marches,  for  the  former  imprudent 
long  marches. 
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AUG.  (?  Sept.)  7,  1779 — The  army  marched,  &  having  crossed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Seneke  Lake,  the  Ford  shallow  and  narrow,  passed  on 
through  a  narrow  defile,  made  by  the  Lake  on  one  side  &  a  deep 
swamp  on  the  other,  &  arrived  upon  a  plane  open  wood,  of  but  small 
extent,  then  passed  an  other  long  defile,  made  as  the  former.  The 
Land,  and  Timber  much  the  same  with  what  we  passed  over  the  last 
3  or  4  Days — no  hills  or  mountains  on  either  side  ye  river. 

Afterward  we  entered  a  thick  wood — Genl  Maxwell's  brigade  went 
off  to  the  right,  &  Genl  Hand's  with  the  two  flanking  columns  went 
off  to  the  left.  We  entered  the  Town  of  Conadasego,  [12  miles]  a 
large  Indian  settlement  one  of  the  principal  Towns  of  the  nation, 
some  time,  after  son  set. 

The  Indians  had  deserted  the  place  some  short  time  before  our 
arrival.  It  seems  we  are  not  to  see  any  more  of  these  people.  It 
was  expected  they  would  have  made  a  great  stand  at  this  place. 
Here  we  find  great  quantities  of  Corn  &  beens  &c. 

It  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  the  Indians,  who  quit 
their  Towns,  &  suffer  us  to  destroy  them,  their  corn,  their  only  cer- 
tain stock  of  provisions,  without  offering  to  interupt  us.  The  land 
seems  to  be  a  good  deal  worn  out.  where  part  of  their  corn  is  planted. 
The  Indians  take  no  care  to  have  clean  water,  by  diging,  they  only 
use  brook,  river  &  Lake  water. 

SEPT.  8th,  1779 — This  day  the  army  remained  in  camp  Col.  Smith 
was  detach'd,  with  a  body  of  men,  to  destroy  a  considerable  settle- 
ment on  the  west  side  of  the  lake,  at  which  place  the  Indians  had  a 
great  quantity  of  Indian  corn. 

A  small  number  of  men  started  from  the  camp  towards  the  Ca 
yuga  Lake  and  fel  in  with  a  considerable  settlement,  which  the  in- 
habitants had  abandoned,  and  destroyed  it. 

In  this  Town.  Conadasego,  are  a  considerable  number  of  apple 
trees  20  or  30  years  old,  &  about  50  houses.  Here  was  left  a  child 
about  2  years  old. 

SEPT.  9,  1779 — The  army  marched  about  noon,  and  arrived  at 
their  Incampment  a  little  before  son  set— having  passed  a  long 
swamp  about  four  miles,  in  the  whole  7£  miles. 

This  swamp  is  the  first  black  ash  swamp  I  have  seen,  of  any  con- 
sequence since  I  left  New  Jersey.  The  Timber  in  the  swamp  is 
17 
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oak,  black  &  white  ash,  Beech,  Bass,  maple,  white  wood,  little  white 
pine  elm  &  Button  wood. 

The  swamp  was  very  difficult  to  pass,  here  two  of  the  carriages  of 
the  artillery  were  broke,  which  much  impeeded  our  march.  They 
were  afterwards  mended  so  that  we  go  on  well. 

SEPT.  10,  1779 — This  day  the  army  marched  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  passed  the  other  part  of  the  swamp,  which  was  not  quite  so 
difficult,  as  the  first  part.  After  we  were  out  of  the  swamp  we 
passed  a  fine  open  wcod  with  large  pieces  of  high  grass.  At  length 
we  came  to  a  beautiful  Lake  [10  miles]  the  north  end  of  which,  we 
passed,  and  at  the  narrowest  corner,  passed  the  out  Let,  which  was 
not  very  large.  I  rode  into  the  lake  about  10  rod  and  found  it  about 
2  feet  or  18  Inches  deep  and  believe  it  is  mostly  that  depth,  haveing 
a  white  sandy  bottom  &  the  water  ver}'  clear. 

A  small  distance  from  this  Lake  is  the  best  built  Indian  Town  I 
have  yet  seen,  the  houses  mostly  new,  &  mostly  log  houses.  The 
Town  is  called  Shannondaque.  the  name  of  the  lake  I  can  not  learn. 

About  a  mile  beyond  this  town  was  many  fields  of  corn  nigh  to 
which  we  incamped  after  burning  the  houses.  These  corn  fields  with 
the  beensin  them,  amaizingly  lengthen  out  our  rations,  &  strengthens 
our  hopes. 

SEPT.  1 1 — The  army  marched  very  early,  the  first  part  a  thick  Brush 
and  difficult,  after  that  broken  ground,  swarnps  &  hills,  on  the  hills 
much  grass  and  the  trees  scattering;  the  swamps  thick  woods  and 
Brush.  Arrived  in  the  afternoon  at  an  Indian  town  called  'Angayea, 
on  a  fine  plane  with  a  small  streem  of  water  runing  through  it. 
Here  was  many  plats  of  Corn  &c.  [14  miles]  within  sight  a  lake 
small  in  extent,  said  to  be  one  of  the  three  lakes  called  Seneke — and 
it  is  said  to  be  the  sourse  of  the  little  Seneke  river.  The  Land  this 
day  rich  eaven  on  the  top  of  the  hills. 

SEPT.  12,  1779 — At  'Angayea  the  Gen'l  left  the  greatest  part  of 
our  stock  of  provisions  &  the  worn  ont  pack  horses  &  men,  and  50 
good  men,  1  piece  of  Cannon  under  command  of  Capt.  Cummings. 

The  army  marched  late  this  day,  being  impeeded  by  rain — in 
our  march  we  passed  the  out-let  of  a  lake  of  which  I  could  learn  no 
name. 

About  sonset  the  army   incamped  in  the  open  wood,  [11  miles] 
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Our  gen'l  course  seems  to  be  near  south  west.  We  marched  much 
faster,  than  before,  since  the  heavy  baggage  was  left  behind.  I  saw 
more  chestnut  timber  this  day  than  I  have  seen  in  our  whole 
march — passed  much  good  land  even  the  hills  are  good. 
*SEPT.  13 — The  army  marched  this  morning,  at  son  rise,  and  in 
marching  about  two  miles  came  to  a  settlement,  where  was  plenty  of 
corn  &c.  Cannehsawes  the  name  of  this  place.  Here  the  army  was 
impeeded,  by  a  creek,  over  which  it  was  impossible  to  pass  without 
making  a  bridge,  which  took  up  our  time  till  after  10  o'clock.  The 
night  before  Gen'l  Sullivan  sent,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  party  of 
rifle  men  to  Genesee,  who  were  to  return  before  day,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lt.  Boyd.  This  party  proceeded  to  a  settlement,  and  re- 
turned part  of  the  way,  Lt.  Boyd  sent  in  some  of  his  men  to  inform 
the  Genl  what  discoveries  were  made,  and  remained  on  the  path 
himself,  with  the  rest  of  his  men,  waiting  till  the  army  should  come 
up,  in  this  situation  a  party  of  the  enemy  surrounded  them,  and 
killed  and  took  the  most  of  them ;  our  loss  in  killed  and  taken  was 
16  &  the  officer. 

The  army  marched  again  at  10  o'clock  and  crossed  the  bridge,  be- 
yond which,  it  crossed  a  very  high  hill  covered  with  open  woods — 
and  at  eavning,  arrived  at  a  small  settlement — I  suppose  the  first 
of  the  Genesees,  where  is  much  corn  and  such  things  as  Indians 
raise  to  subsist  upon.  After  the  Indians  had  surprised  our  rifle  men 
they  pursued  such  as  had  made  off  and  fell  in  with  our  Surveyor  one 
of  whose  men  they  wounded  and  took  all  his  instruments. 

In  this  affair  our  people  killed  three  Indians,  We  expected  this 
would  be  the  end  of  our  labor,  but  we  are  mistaken,  we  are  again  to 
march  on,  &  our  destination  is  beyond  conjecture.  [10  miles.]  All 
the  land  we  passed  this  day  is  good  and  the  swamps  and  inter  vales 
surpass  any  I  have  seen  before.  Black  Waluutts  are  very  large  and 
well  shaped.  The  Quantity  of  Corn  in  the  towns  is  far  beyond  what 
any  body  has  imagined.  I  fear  the  methods  taken  will  be  ineffectual 
for  its  distraction.* 


*  "  They  burned  an  immense   quantity  of  grain.     One  hundred  and  sixty 

thousand  bushels  of  corn  were  destroyed.  They  utterly  destroyed  forty  vil- 

liages  and  left  no  single  trace  of  vegetation  upon   the   surface  of  the  ground." 
Botta  II  p.  195.  [Ed.] 
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SEPT.  14,  1779 — After  the  army  had  destroyed  the  corn,  which 
was  at  this  place  ;  it  inarched  for  Genessee.  [5  miles] 

First  we  passed  a  branch  of  the  river,  which  was  not  by  any 
means  rapid,  but  muddy,  and  advanced  on  to  a  plane,  through  a 
swamp  of  large  trees,  Black  walnutt,  &  white,  maple,  popular,  asfi, 
Bass  &c. — this  plane,  at  first  apeared  to  be  about  two  miles  in 
length,  and  upwards  of  a  mile  wide,  lying  almost  east  &  west,  we 
coming  on  the  east  end,  and  the  view  was  obstructed  by  a  hill  not 
very  high  ;  But  when  we  aproched  the  middle  of  the  plane  we  found 
it  open  to  the  right  an  amaizing  extent,  when  we  came  nigh  the  hill 
mentioned  before,  our  march  was  obstructed  by  the  Genessee  river, 
which  takes  its  course  through  the  hills,  and  at  this  place  enters  this 
extensive  plane,  and  winds  its  course  down,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  fol- 
low it,  in  its  course  it  receives  the  other  branches. 

Both  these  branches  being  united  the  streem  obtains  the  name  of 
Genesee,  &  in  some  maps  little  Seneke,  it  falls  into  lake  Ontario 
about  30  miles  from  here,  and  is  said  to  be  navigable  for  Battaud 
which  being  the  case,  there  may  be  an  easey  navigation  all  the  way 
to  Montrael. 

The  grass  on  this  extensive  plain  is  good,  the  wild  horses  are  very 
fond  of  it,  and  it  grows  as  high  as  a  man's  head  in  many  places. 

Here  we  had  a  charming  view  of  our  army,  which  is  the  first,  al) 
moving  in  our  original  order  of  march. 

The  army  here  crossed  the  river  and  assended  the  hill — it  contin- 
ued its  progress  to  Genesee,  over  several  sudden  hills  and  swamps, 
which  were  general  miery,  if  not  three  rods  across,  at  which  place  it 
arrived  about  sonset.  This  is  much  the  largest  Indian  Town  I  have 
yet  seen — having  about  80  houses,  it  is  built  mostly  of  small  logs 
and  covered  with  bark.  The  Town  is  situate  on  a  very  fine  plane, 
higher  than  the  other  large  plane,  which  has  generally  obtained  the 
name  of  flat,  or  botton. 

The  Indian  houses  might  have  been  very  comfortable,  had  they 
made  any  convenience  for  the  smoke  to  be  conveyed  out,  only  a  hole 
in  the  middle  of  the  top  of  the  roof  of  the  house. 

The  ludians  are  exceedingly  dirty,  the  rubage  of  one  of  their 
houses,  is  enough  to  stink  a  whole  country. 

At  this  place,  we  found  the  mangled  bodies  of  two,  of  the  men  we 
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lost  day  before  yesterday,  one  known  to  be  Lt.  Boyd's.  which  were 
immediately  entered  with  the  usual  honnours  of  war.  t 

These  dead  bodies  had  evident  signs,  of  their  having  suffered  the 
extreemest  tortures,  from  the  virtuous  and  faithfnll  allies  of  Great 
Britain  headed  by  a  Butler  and  Brandt,  these  dastardly'  reches 
not  having  bravery  to  fight  us,  wreek  their  vengeance  on  a  few 
unfortunate  men,  they  never  would  have  dared  to  meet  on  equa[ 
terms. 

The  whole  army  are  now  very  busy  in  dastroying  the  corn,  which 
is  aboundant  in  this  place.  Some  of  their  houses  were  full  of  it,  hang- 
ing up  to  dry. 

This  is  not  an  old  place,  many  of  their  houses  being  new,  and  the 
inhabitants  had  deserted  it,  only  the  day  before  we  arrived,  here  they 
left  more  of  their  furniture,  than  at  any  other  place. 

A  very  pretty  brook  of  good  water  runs  through  this  town. 

The  Indians  observe  no  kind  of  order  in  their  building,  and  most 
of  their  houses  have  a  small  additional  place,  built  at  one  end,  from 
which,  they  have  a  dore  into  ye  large  house — they  build  two  tier  of 
births  one  above  the  other,  on  both  sides,  and  have  fire  in  ye  centre. 

The  army  m  ust  have  droped  the  prosecution  of  this  expedition 
jong  ago,  had  not  the  corn,  beens  &c.,  which  it  found  from  place, 
subsisted  it.  The  first  of  Sept.  we  had  only  23  days  provisions,  a 
great  quantity  of  which,  must  inevitably  be  lost,  from  the  nature  of 
the  portage. 

Since  we  left  Tioga  we  lost  140  cattle,  most  of  which,  we  hear, 
have  since  returned  to  that  place. 

Much  of  our  flower  is  carried  in  bags,  &  often  falling  of,  and  strik- 
ing against  trees,  sometimes  faling  into  mud,  &  sometimes  into  ye 
water,  as  we  pass  many  streems  of  water,  &  5  horses  are  committed 
to  the  management  of  one  clumsy  driver. 

This  instance  of  the  virtue  of  this  army  must  exceed  any  yet  ex- 
hibited. It  has  undertaken  and  performing  this  tedious  march  on  the 
bare  alowance  of  $  Ib.  Flower  &  •£  Ib.  Beef  a  day  and  5  gils  of  salt  to 
100  Ib.  of  Beef — without  any  spirit,  for,  whatever  might  have  been 
at  Tioga  in  store,  we  could  find  no  way  to  bring,  but  very  little  on 
with  us. 

From  French  Catherin's  to  this  place,  95  miles  at  least,  is  un- 
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doubtedly  the  best  land,  and  capable  of  the  greatest  improvement, 
of  an^  part  of  the  possessions  of  the  U.  States. , 

SEPT.  15th,  1779 — This  day  the  whole  army  was  imployed  in  des- 
troying the  corn  at  this  place,  untill  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  it  faced 
to  the  right  about,  set  fire  to  the  Town,  and  marched  back  to  the 
fording  place  &  repassed  the  G-enesee  river,  by  son  set,  &  proceeded 
on  to  the  heither  end  of  the  plane,  where  we  encamped  in  the  eve- 
ning. [5  miles.] 

I  think  the  Genesee  flatt,  what  I  have  seen  of  it,  may  be  about  6 
miles  in  length,  and  half  that  in  bredth. 

Beside  this,  there  are  large  Swamps,  covered  with  fine  timber, 
almost  all  round  the  flatt,  the  soil  of  which  is  as  rich  as  can  be. 

SEPT.  16th,  1779 — This  morning  the  army  were  detached  early  to 
destroy  all  the  corn  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  place,  it  being  very 
considerable,  which  being  effected,  the  whole  army  crossed  the  creek, 
and  pursued  their  old  route,  inverted,  to  the  place  where  Lieut. 
Boyd  and  his  party  had  been  surrounded  by  the  Indians  ;  here  were 
found  ded  and  scalped  so  many,  us  when  added  to  those  formerly 
mentioned,  make  the  number  17  including  one  Indian.  This  little 
party,  it  is  said  sustained  the  action  for  some  minutes  after  they  were 
completely  surrounded,  and  14  of  them  were  found  dead  oh  one  spot. 

CONADESAGO,  SEPT.  20,  1779 — Since  the  16th,  I  have  been  so 
unwell,  that  I  could  not  attend  to  any  thing  more  than  my  pains  and 
fatigue.  The  army  incamped  here  last  night  after  marching  upwards 
of  14  miles  from  a  small  lake  on  this  side,  Yannondaque. 

Yesterday  we  had  a  pacquet  arrived  at  camp  with  the  news  of 
Spain  taking  an  active  part  in  our  difficulties. 

The  army  marched  a  little  before  night  (the  Gen'l  having  detached 
500  men  to  move  across  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyuga  Lake  and  proceed 
to  the  Indian  settlements  on  the  east  side  of  that  lake  &  destroy 
them,  then  join  the  army  at  the  Tioga  branch.  Also  detached 
under  Col.  Gansevort  a  party  to  proceed  to  some  other  settlements 
near  Albany,  which,  are  to  be  destroyed)  and  then  crossed  the  water, 
which  flows  from  the  Seneke  Lake,  at  the  mouth,  and  incamped 
about  a  mile  up  the  east  side. 

SEPT.  21,  1779 — 2£  miles  past  Candara.  The  army  incamped  4 
o'clock  afternoon. 
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SEPT.  23,  1779 — The  army  rested  in  a  deep  valle  about  three 
miles  above  French  Catharin's  and  about  14  miles  short  of  the  Sus- 
quahanna. 

SEPT.  24,  1779 — This  afternoon  the  army  arrived  at  Konnawa 
holla  on  the  Tioga  Branch  of  Susquahanna — here  we  found  a  garrison 
of  our  people  consisting  of  200  men,  who,  had  with  boats,  brot  up  a 
considerable  supply  of  provisions.  This  place  is  about  23  miles 
above  Tioga.  In  this  days  march  the  army  passed  the  Allegane 
mountains,  which  is  the  highest  land  we  have  passed,  the  water  de- 
scending both  ways ;  and  what  is  very  remarkable,  this  mountain,  at 
the  place,  where  we  passed  it,  is  a  swamp  of  white  pine  and  hemlock, 
&  is  very  wet,  altho  there  has  not  fallen  any  rain  of  consequence 
these  30  days  past. 

SEPT.  28th,  1779 — Last  night  about  7  o'clock  I  arrived  at  Wyoming 
after  a  tedious  passage  by  water  from  Connawah  holla  which  I  left 
the  25th,  a  little  before  night,  having  obtained  permition  to  come 
down  on  account  of  my  bad  state  of  health.  By  water  the  way  is 
computed  to  be  130  miles. 

I  arrived  at  Tioga  the  26,  3  o'clock  in  the  morning,  where  I  was 
very  kindly  entertained  by  Col.  Shrevee,  who  furnished  Col.  Smith 
with  a  boat,  and  necessary  assistance,  my  horses  were  brought  down 
by  land. 

SEPT.  30,  1779 — I  reached  Easton. 

OCT.  2d,  1779 — Arrived  at  my  house  Morristown  having  traveled 
continually  on  the  way  every  day  since  the  15th  Sept.  from  Gen 
esee. 

["  Sullivan  arrived  about  the  middle  of  October  at  Easton.  *  *  * 
Of  the  1400  horses  which  he  had  taken  with  him,  300  only  were 
brought  back.  His  childish  and  absurd  complaints  had  disgusted  the 
Commander-m-Chief,  as  well  as  the  Board  of  War,  and  the  ridicu- 
lous vanity  displayed  in  his  official  account  of  the  expedition,  ren- 
dered him  the  jest  of  the  whole  army.  He  was  not  long  able  to  bear 
this  downfall  of  his  pride  and  cansequence,  and  on  the  9th  ot  No- 
vember he  solicited  permission  to  resign."  (Allen  II,  p.  279.)  "His 
officers  and  soldiers  addressed  him  letters  of  thanks  and  felicitations 
which  were  also  made  public  by  means  of  the  press ;  whether  they 
did  this  of  their  own  motion,  or  in  compliance  with  tne  insinuations 
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of  Sullivan,  who  was  rather  a  light  man,  and  exceedingly  vain  withall 
is  uncertain." — (Botta  II,  p.  196.)  <:  On  receiving  the  communications 
of  Greneral  Sullivan,  Congress  passed  a  vote  approving  his  conduct 
and  that  of  the  army.  That  approbation,'however,  seems  not  to  have 
extended  beyond  his  conduct  in  the  Indian  country.  His  demands 
for  military  stores  for  the  expedition  had  been  so  high ;  in  his  con- 
versation with  his  officers,  he  had  so  freely  censured  the  government 
for  its  failure  to  comply  with  those  demands;  in  general  orders,  he 
had  so  openly  complained  of  inattention  to  the  preparations  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  success  of  the  enterprise,  that  considerable  offence 
was  given  to  several  members  of  Congress  and  still  more  to  the 
Board  of  War.  *  *  *  *  The  endeavors  of  his  friends  to  obtain  a 
vote  requesting  him  to  continue  in  the  service  and  permitting  to 
retire  from  actual  duty  until  his  health  should  be  restored,  were  over- 
ruled and  his  resignation  was  accepted.  The  resolution  permitting 
him  to  resign  was  however,  accompanied  with  one  thanking  him  for 
past  services."  (Marshall's  Washington,  1,  p.  324.) 

In  volume  2d,  1st  series  of  the  Society's  Proceedings  will  be 
found  a  Journal  of  Lieut.  Barton,  during  the  expedition,  and  for  a 
well  digested  narrative  of  the  expedition,  with  full  references  to 
authorities,  see  Dawson's  Battles  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  I,  p. 
533.— Ed.] 
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TRENTOH,  January  15th,  1874. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in 
the  rooms  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  REV.  RAVADD  K.  ROGKRS. 
D.  D.,  President,  being  in  the  chair. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  the  minntes  of  the  last  meeting, 
which  were  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since 
May  last,  comprising  letters  from  Benson  J.  Lossing,  LL.D.,  and 
Thomas  G.  DeVoe,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  acknowledging  their  election 
as  Honorary  members,  and  of  various  other  gentlemen  accepting 
resident  membership: — from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Georgia, 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  Wilmington  Institute,  Delaware ;  Historical 
and  Philosophical  Societ}1-  of  Ohio;  and  Essex  Institute.  Massachusetts, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  proceedings ;  from  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  to  the  same  effect,  and  also  transmitting 
donations  for  the  library,  and  from  the  following  individuals  also 
accompanying  donations  :  Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson  of  Philadelphia,  Hon. 
P.  T.  Frelinghusyen,  Messrs.  William  John  Potts  of  Camden, 
Augustus  W.  Cutler  of  Morristown,  J.  Smith  Futhey  of  Westches- 
ter,  Pa.,  Henry  N.  Beach  of  Orange,  John  R.  Burnet  of  New  York, 
Jacob  H.  Studer  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Wm.  Hall  of 
Elizabeth ;  from  the  University  Royal,  of  Christiana,  Norway. 
Department  of  Instruction,  Washington  ;  New  York  State  Library 
and  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  also  transmitting  donations ;  from 
18 
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Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Tenny,  Michigan  State  Librarian,  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  Louisville  Library,  and  Mr.  Edwin  C.  Bell  of  Pioneer,  Pa., 
enquiring  after  the  publications  of  the  Society;  the  Department  of 
Education,  Washington,  asking  for  statistics  of  the  library ;  Lieut- 
A.  D.  Schenck,  U.  S.  A.,  relating  to  the  neglected  condition  of  the 
British  General  Monckton's  grave,  at  Freehold,  Monmouth  county ; 
J.  J.  Howard,  LL.D.,  of  Dartmouth  Row,  Blackheath,  England, 
relating  to  some  foreign  publications  and  to  two  old  New  Jersey 
manuscripts  met  with  in  England;  Edward  Arber,  F.  S.  A.,  of 
London,  giving  information  respecting  the  publication  of  the 
"  Stationers'  Company's  Registers ; "  Messrs.  E.  A.  Carman  of 
Jersey  City  and  John  M.  Newton  of  Cincinnati,  making  genealogical 
and  historical  enquiries;  <Mr.  Edwin  Salter  of  Washington  City, 
referring  to  the  confusion  of  dates  made  by  some  historical  writers 
from  not  appreciating  the  distinction  between  the  calendar  and  legal 
years,  prior  to  1752;  from  the  Hons.  John  T.  Nixon  and  Theodore 
F.  Randolph,  stating  their  inability  to  furnish  historical  papers,  and 
from  several  other  gentlemen,  referring  to  the  business  operations  of 
the  Society. 

In  relation  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Howard  of  England,  MR. 
WHITEHEAD,  stated  that  through  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  the  Society's 
agent  in  London,  he  had  caused  some  inquiries  to  be  made  about  the 
manuscripts  referred  to  therein,  and  they  were  now  in  his,  Mr.  W's 
possession.  He  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  Stevens 
expressing  some  apprehension  that  these  were  all  that  remained  of 
the  papers  of  the  West  Jersey  Society,  as  they  had  been  rescued  on 
the  way  to  a  paper  mill  less  than  a  year  ago,  and  promising  to  make 
further  inquiries.  The  documents  were  a  draft  of  the  commission 
of  Jeremiah  Basse,  as  Governor  of  West  Jersery,  dated  May  18th 
1697,  and  an  account  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
"West  New  Jersey  Society,  fromMay  15th,  1707,  to  January  23d,  1730. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report  for  the  year,  showing  a  balance 
in  the  treasury  of  $1,003.25.* 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  since  the  last  meet 
ing  of  the  Society,  another  number  of  its  "  Proceedings  "  had  been 
published,  giving  the  transactions  to  the  present  time.  The  number 

*  See  page,  145. 
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was  rendered  more  interesting  and  valuable  from  its  containing  the 
Diary  of  Dr.  Jabez  Camfield,  kept  during  Sullivan's  Expedition 
against  the  Indians  in  1779,  never  before  printed.  In  this  connec- 
tion, the  Committee  stated  that  this  is  the  third  Diary  referring  to 
that  Expedition  which  the  Society  has  put  in  print  for  its  more 
perfect  elucidation ;  the  others  being  those  of  Lieut.  Wm.  Barton 
and  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Elmer,  printed  in  a  previous  volume  of  the 
Proceedings.*  Similar  Journals  or  Diaries  of  Lieut.  Elmer  during 
an  Expedition  to  the  Canadian  frontier  in  1779.  of  Josiah  Clark, 
attached  to  the  Army  in  1778  and  1779,  and  of  Capt.  David  Ford, 
during  the  expedition  into  Pennsylvania  to  quell  the  Whiskey  Insur- 
rection of  1794,  were  also  contained  in  previous  volumes,!  and 
added  to  their  value. 

The  Committee  renewed  their  recommendation  made  to  the  mem- 
bers on  other  occasions,  to  secure  complete  sets  of  the  Society  pub- 
lications while  they  are  obtainable.  Of  some  of  the  volumes  there 
are  only  a  few  copies  left,  and.  as  they  contain  many  of  the  most 
valuable  contributions  to  the  history  of  the  State,  the  opportunity  to 
secure  them  should  not  be  overlooked. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  additional  shelving 
for  some  time  needed,  had  been  provided  since  the  last  meeting  and 
the  entire  collection  rearanged,  greatly  facilitating  researches. 

The  manuscripts  had  also  been  rearranged,  the  catalogue  of  them 
made  more  perfect,  and  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given  them, 
an  iron  safe  had  been  obtained  wherein  to  deposit  such  of  them  as 
are  especially  valuable 

The  Alofsen  collection  of  works  relating  to  the  Rebellion  had  also 
been  catalogued.  This  valuable  collection  comprised  over  six  hundred 
distinct  works,  in  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  volumes ;  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  of  the  publications  not  being  found  in  Bartlett's  Cata- 
logue of  "  The  Literature  of  the  Rebellion." 

All  matter  referring  to  New  Jersey  requiring  it  had  oeen   bound, 


*  Volume  II. 

f  Volumes  II,  III,  VII,  VHI. 
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and  it  was  in  contemplation  to  proceed  with  the  binding  of  the 
pamphlets  and  other  important  matter  referring  to  other  States,  as 
rapidly  as  the  finances  will  permit. 

It  was  extremely  desirable  that  some  member,  having  the  taste 
and  leisure  for  the  work,  should  feel  sufficient  interest  in  the  Society 
to  assume  the  charge  of  the  library,  but  as  yet,  the  Committee  had 
received  no  offers  of  service,  but  they  were  anxious  to  relieve  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  duty  assigned  to  him  at  the  last 
meeting,  as  soon  as  possible. 

It  was  feared  that  the  repeal  of  the  franking  privilege  might  operate 
unfavorable,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  public  documents  and 
other  works  which  we  have  been  accustomed  to  receive  from  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  heads  of  Departments,  but  they  had  the  assur- 
ance of  the  Hon.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  Representative  of  the  Sixth 
District  of  the  State,  that  the  Society  should  continue,  during  his 
term  of  office,  to  be  the  recipients  of  the  complete  set  of  Documents 
which  by  special  act  is  placed  at  the  disposal  of  each  Representative 
for  such  library  or  public  institution  as  he  may  designate.  The 
Society  have  now  on  its  shelves,  through  the  courtesy  of  various 
Members  of  Congress,  an  unbroken  series  of  documents  since  the 
twenty-fifth  Congress,  inclusive  (1836-7),  and  a  large  number 
relating  to  previous  years,  as  far  back  as  1822,  so  that  it  may  be 
considered  the  most  perfect  collection  in  the  State. 

The  New  Jersey  documents  were  complete  from  1800  to  the 
present  time,  with  very  few  exceptions,  and  there  were  also  many  of 
the  years  preceding ;  but  the  session  laws  prior  to  1850  were  very 
imperfect.  Some  attention  on  the  part  of  the  members  would  doubt- 
less result  in  the  obtainment  of  the  volumes  needed,  to  make  the 
collection  more  complete  from  the  organization  of  the  State  Govern- 
ment in  1776.  As  it  was  hoped  that  the  library  was  destined  to  be 
a  permanent  depository  for  all  time,  of  every  thing  illustrative  of  the 
history  of  the  State,  every  one  interested  in  that  history  should  aid 
in  effecting  that  desirable  result. 

It  was  to  be  regretted  that  there  were  not  funds  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  wherewith  to  purchase  such  books  as  might  be  needed 
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from  time  to  time  to  render  complete  any  particular  department  of 
the  library,  and  which  could  not  be  secured  by  donation  or  exchange. 
An  endowment  for  such  a  purpose  from  any  of  the  members  would 
be  a  most  acceptable  proof  of  their  interest  in  the  objects  of  the 
Society. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  stated  that,  in  accordance  with  the 
authority  vested  in  them  at  the  last  meeting,  they  had  leased  to 
responsible  parties  the  lot  of  ground  on  West  Park  street,  for  the 
period  of  five  3rears,  from  the  1st  of  April  next,  at  the  rate  of  four 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  used  for  mercantile  purposes ;  a 
neat  brick  building  to  be  erected  thereon.  This  arrangement  was 
deemed  by  the  Committee,  not  only  equitable  in  itself,  but,  in  view 
of  past  and  pending  legislative  action,  also  necessary  to  the  welfare 
of  the  Society. 

The  charter  of  the  Society  recognizing  it  as  an  institution  having 
no  private  ends  to  subserve,  but  intended  solely  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  at  large,  exempted  it  from  the  payment  of  all  kinds  of 
taxes  and  assessments,  both  general  and  local.  The  last  legislature, 
however,  in  consequence  of  presumed  abuse  of  a  similar  privilege 
by  other  institutions,  by  a  general  law  revoked  all  exemptions  from 
assessments  for  improvements,  so  that  the  real  estate  of  the  Society 
was  rendered  subject  to  such  assessments,  and  one  had  already  been 
made  upon  it.  It  was  also  understood  that,  among  the  amendments 
to  the  State  Constitution  proposed  by  the  "Constitutional  Commis- 
sion "  and  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  legislature,  was  one 
which  would  take  away  all  exemptions,  and  subject  the  Society  and 
all  other  educational,  charitable  and  religious  institutions  to  the 
same  impositions  as  to  "all  State,  county,  township  and  city  taxes 
and  assessments,"  as  if  they  were  established  for  private  emolument 
or  were  individual  enterprises. 

Should  this  amendment  to  the  Constitution  be  adopted,  the  effect 
upon  the  Society,  whose  resources  were  so  limited,  would  be 
exceedingly  prejudicial,  and  the  Committee  thought  it  proper  to 
bring  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Society  for  such  action  as 
might  be  deemed  expedient. 

The  Special  Committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  carrying  cut 
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the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  March  29th,  1872, 
relating  to  the  obtainment  of  copies  of  the  Colonial  Documents  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  English  archives,  reported  that  since  the  last 
meeting,  no  further  documents  had  been  received.  Mr.  Stevens, 
the  Society's  agent  had  in  his  possession  when  he  last  wrote,  eight 
or  ten  cases  which  he  expected  shortly  to  transmit,  making  in  all, 
from  thirty-two  to  thirty-four.  "The  documents,  so  far  obtained," 
said  the  Report,  "  are  those  which  were  designated  by  the  Com- 
mitted as  the  most  essential,  but  the  appropriation  was  exhausted 
before  all  of  that  class  were  copied,  and  there  are  others  which, 
although,  of  less  importance,  should  be  obtained  before  our  State 
records  can  be  considered  by  any  means  complete.  Under  these 
circumstances,  the  Committee  have  thought  it  advisable  to  apply  to 
the  legislature,  through  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  for  a  further 
appropriation.  It  is  due  to  the  people  of  the  State  that,  whatever 
documents  may  be  required  for  the  proper  elucidation  of  the  history 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  which  they  are  so  justly  proud,  should  be 
in  their  archives,  especially,  when  obtainable  at  only  the  cost  of 
copying. 

The  twenty-four  folio  cases  which  the  Commmitee  had  the  pleasure 
of  submittng  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, still  remain  in  the  library,  it  not  being  thought  advisable  to 
transmit  them  to  Trenton  nntil  the  remaining  cases  are  received,  as 
it  is  understood  that,  to  preserve  a  proper  chronological  order,  some 
rearrangement  of  all  the  documents  may  be  necessary." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  a  list  of  gentlemen 
whose  names  had  been  referred  to  them,  who  were  all  duly  elected 
and  further  nominations  were  received. 

The  President  appointed  the  Standing  Committees,  as  follows  : 

STANDING    COMMITTEES    FOB    1874. 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington,  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Peter  S.  Duryee, 
Edward  Sealey,  Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine. 
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Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  Mott,  L. 
Spencer  Goble,  John  C.  Johnson,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  Norris  Halstead.  F.  Wolcott  Jackson, 
E.  M.  Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  David  Naar,  Rob't 
B.  Campfield. 

Messrs.  W.  B.  Mott,  J.  D.  Shotwell  and  Rev.  Mr.  Studdiford 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  who  subsequently  made  the  following  report,  which  was 
adopted : 

OFFICERS    FOR    1874. 

President — RAVAUD  K.  RODGERS,  D.D.,  Bound  Brook. 

Vice- Presidents — HENRY  W.  GREEN,  LL.  D.,  Trenton  ;  SAMUEL 
M.  HAMILL,  D.D.,  Lawrenceville ;  WILLIAM  B.  KINNEY,  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — DAVID  A.  HAYES,  Newark. 

treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  Newark. 

Librarian — [Vacant.] 

Executive  Committee — SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.D.,  Newark ; 
N.  NORRIS  HALSTEAD,  Kearney ;  JOHN  HALL,  D.D.,  Trenton ;  JOHN 
CLEMENT,  Haddontield;  CHARLES  C.  HAVEN,  Trenton;  PETER  S. 
DURYEE,  Newark;  SAMUEL  ALLISON,  Yardville;  THEODORE  F. 
RANDOLPH,  Morristown;  HUGH  H.  BOWNE,  Rahway. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed  at  the  last  meeting 
in  Newark,  by  MR.  HAYES,  authorizing  the  election  as  Honorary 
Members  of  residents  of  the  State,  was  then  taken  up.  Objections 
to  the  amendments  being  stated  by  Col.  Swords  and  Mr.  Whitehead, 
based  upon  the  consideration  that  residents  taking  sufficient  interest 
in  the  history  of  the  State  to  wish  to  become  connected  with  the 
Society,  should  also  be  willing  to  assume  the  active  duties  of  mem- 
bership, Mr.  Hayes  withdrew  it. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD  ;i  On  the  cir- 
cumstances preceding,  and  leading  to,  the  surrender  of  the  Proprie' 
tary  Governments  of  New  Jersey  to  the  Crown  in  1703." 

The  usual   motion   of  thanks  was   adopted,   but  in  answer  to  a 
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request  for  a  copy,  Mr.  Whitehead  stated  that,  what  had  been  read 
was  only  a  portion  of  a  revised  edition  of  his  "  East  Jersey  under 
the  Proprietary  Governments  "  which  he  was  preparing  for  the  press, 
the  first  edition  having  been  for  a  long  time  out  of  print. 

COL.  SWORDS  referring  to  the  suggestion  in  the  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  for  some  action  against  proposed  amendments 
to  the  State  Constitution,  offered  some  remarks  upon  the  virtual 
breach  of  faith  in  taking  away  privileges  after  they  had  been  con- 
ferred by  charter,  and  after  patriotic,  disinterested  men  had  given 
time,  money  and  energy  to  establish  institutions  solely  for  the  benefit 
of  the  public ;  and  offered  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  does  respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  adoption 
of  the  proposed  change  in  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  which  will  take 
from  the  legislature  the  power  of  continuing  such  exceptions  from  taxation  as 
by  charter  have  been  granted  to  this  Society  and  other  Educational,  Charitable 
and  Religious  Institutions,  not  only  because  it  is,  so  far  as  this  Society  is  con- 
cerned, a  violation  of  the  good  faith  of  the  State,  but  also  because  on  general 
principles  it  is  opposed  to  the  true  policy  of  the  State  in  fostering  the  religious 
and  mental  culture  of  her  people,  the  cause  of  good  morals  and  her  progress  in 
civilization. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  preceding  resolution  be  forwarded  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  to  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  State. 

GENERAL  HALSTEAD  on  seconding  the  resolutions,  spoke  earnestly 
against  the  proposed  amendment  as  well  as  others  ;  and  referred  in 
pointed  terms  to  the  injustice  of  imposing  taxes  upon  property 
acquired  by  literary  and  educational  institutions  through  the  liberality 
of  citizens  of  other  States ;  such  a  procedure  not  only  manifesting 
great  ingratitude  for  favors  already  received  contributing  to  the 
honor  and  welfare  of  the  State,  but  putting  an  effectual  stop  to  the 
reception  of  others  in  the  future. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  P.  S.  Duryee  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Sheldon  the  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Trade  for  their  hospitality  was 
then  passed  and  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  May  next. 
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Elections  from  Cwnspitax*  ana  f  aprs. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY    15th,   1874. 


CINCINNATI,  0.,  June  6th,  1873. 
No.  82  BROADWAY. 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DKAR  SIR  : — Through  the  suggestion  of  Robert  Clarke  of  this  city, 
the  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Ohio  Valley  Series,  and  of  Simon 
Gratz  of  Philadelphia,  I  write  lo  }rou  for  information  concerning  the 
Scioto  Company — that  Company  of  which  Col.  Wm.  Duer  was 
President. 

1  will  write  you  what  I  am  doing  and  then  you  will  see  what  I 
wish  for. 

A  few  months  ago,  Robert  Clarke  put  into  my  hands  several  manu- 
script histories  by  the  old  colonists  of  the  French  settlement  at  G-al- 
lioplis,  0.,  in  1790,  to  write  their  history.  Of  course  you  are  aware 
that  Dr.  Manasseh  Cutler  in  obtaining  the  grant  for  the  Ohio  Com 
pany  which  settled  Marietta,  1798,  "had to  let  in  another  Company," 
which  the  Dr.  says  in  his  private  journal  of  the  transactions  was 
"  composed  of  some  of  the  best  names  in  America."  That  other 
Company  was  the  Scioto  ;  and  right  here  in  the  outset  of  my  inves- 
tigations, I  am  stopped  by  a  want  of  knowledge  of  this  Company. 
Of  whom  this  company  was  composed,  I  am  ignorant,  with  the 
exception  that  Col.  Wm.  Duer  was  President  and  Andrew  Craigie 
of  Boston,  who  formerly  owned  Longfellow's  residence  at  Cambridge 
Washington's  headquarters,  and  Royal  Flint  were  Company  trustees. 
Winthrop  Sargent,  the  first  Secretary  of  the  North  Western  Ter- 
ritory was  a  member,  as  also  was  Alexander  Hamilton,  if  one  can 
judge  by  his  published  letters.  We  know  that  Joel  Barlow  was 
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sent  to  Europe  as  agent  to  sell  these  lands  ;  that  having  met  with  no 
success  in  London,  he  proceeded  to  Paris,  where  in  1789  and  '90  he 
sold  through  Win.  Playfair,  brother  of  John  the  famous  mathema- 
tician, and  Jean  Antoine  Chais  de  Soissons,  his  agents,  about  50,000 
acres,  at  five  shillings  an  acre.  But  of  whom  this  Scioto  Company 
was  composed,  whether  they  had  an  organization,  what  its  proceed- 
ings and  where  its  records,  I  am  profoundly  ignorant.  Dr.  Cutler 
says  in  his  manuscript  journal,  to  a  copy  of  which  I  have  access, 
this  Scioto  Company  was  "  kept  a  profound  secret."  I  think,  cannot 
help  but  think,  that  the  whole  affair  was  a  sort  of  "  Credit  Mobilier." 
Certain  Congressmen  had  to  have  a  share  in  the  plunder,  and  when 
as  is  stated  in  a  late  communication  to  your  Historical  Society,  the 
rise  in  continental  certificates  made  the  speculation  a  losing  one,  and 
the  members  of  the  Society  saw  that  their  agent  had  sold  the  French 
the  land  before  an  acre  had  been  purchased  from  the  United  States, 
and  that  they  would  have  the  reputation  of  being  swindlers.  No 
one  wished  to  have  his  connection  with  such  a  fraudulent  Company 
known  and  all  the  transactions  were  shrouded  in  the  blackest  dark- 
ness. Our  libraries  here,  to  which  I  have  free  access,  contain  over 
100,000  volumes,  and  are  rich  in  Revolutionary  matter  and  American 
History.  I  have  diligently  searched  in  these  without  gaining  any 
ground,  and  now  have  betaken  myself  to  writing  to  those  whose 
reputation  for  knowledge  of  our  history  is  wide  spread. 

I  learned  from  a  biography  of  Col.  Wm.  Duer  in  the  Knickerbocker 
Magazine,  that  the  "  Duer  Papers "  are  in  the  custody  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  propose  going  there  soon,  but  I  wished 
to  hear  from  you,  as  I  thought  you  might  in  your  studies  have  hap- 
pened on  documents  which  would  throw  light  on  this  mysterious 
affair  of  the  Scioto  Company. 

Should  you  have  anything,  either  upon  this  subject,  or  records  or 
papers  of  any  of  the  Old  French  Colonists  of  Galliopolis,  and  would 
have  them  copied  and  sent  me,  I  would  gladly  pay  the  bill  as  soon 
as  received  and  be  under  great  obligations. 

Hoping  that  you  will  excuse  this  intrusion   upon  your  time  and 
patience,  and  attribute  it  to  a  desire  to  be  thorough  and  reliable. 
I  am,  truly  yours, 

JOHN  M.  NEWTON. 
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FOURTH  AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,  TREASURY  DEP'T.,  ) 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.,  Jan  5th,  1874.  J 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Coresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIR  : — Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  disagreements 
between  authorities  as  to  the  dates  of  many  events  occurring  in  our 
State  a  couple  of  centuries  or  so  ago.  For  instance,  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  law  creating  the  four  counties  of  Bergen,  Essex, 
Middlesex  and  Monmouth,  is  given  by  some  authorities,  as  March, 
1683.  On  the  other  hand  Learning  and  Spieer  ("Grants  and  Con- 
cessions ")  in  several  places  expressly  say  that  the  session  when  this 
law  was  passed,  was  held  the  year  previous,  that  is,  March,  1682. 
And  the  general  reader  of  the  early  history  of  our  State  if  he 
attempts  to  solve  the  difficulty  by  referring  to  the  minutes  of  that 
General  Assembly  (published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  1872), 
will  be  more  perplexed  than  ever,  as  the  year  there  is  given,  168§ 
which  the  uninitiated  may  imagine  leaves  to  him  to  take  his  choice 
of  years. 

The  occasion  of  this  disagreement  is  found  in  "  Grants  and  Con- 
cessions," page  74  in  a  note  quite  likely  to  escape  observation  by 
persons  referring  to  other  parts  of  the  book  for  dates.  It  is  as 
follows : 

"  It  is  further  to  be  noted  that  the  Jegal  year  in  England  begun 
the  twenty-fifth  of  March,  but  the  historical  year  begun  the  first  of 
January  preceding,  and  in  Scotland  they  also  begun  the  jear,  the 
first  of  January,  which  accounts  for  the  seeming  impropriety  of  dates 
of  some  of  the  foregoing  and  other  ancient  records." 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  legal  year,  1682,  did  not  expire 
until  March  24th,  1683,  and  all  laws  passed  in  1683,  previous  to 
March  24th,  would  be  dated  1682.  This  explains  some  things  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  (1682-1703),  above  referred  to,  which 
to  the  majority  of  readers  must  prove  quite  puzzling.  For  instance, 
one  daily  session  is  dated  March  24th,  168f ;  as  the  following  day, 
the  25th,  the  first  day  of  the  legal  year  was  Sunday,  the  next 
session  was  the  26th,  when  the  year  is  given  1683. 
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When,  consequently,  in  ancient  records  the  year  is  given  with 
the  right  hand  figure  expressed  like  a  fraction,  as  in  the  date  quoted 
above  (168f)  ;  it  means  that  the  upper  figure  is  that  of  the  legal 
year  and  the  lower,  that  of  the  historical  year. 

Hence  the  bill  establishing  the  four  counties  of  Bergen,  Essex, 
Middlesex  and  Monmouth,  became  a  law,  as  we  now  reckon  dates, 
March  7th,  1683.  (Jour.  Fro.  Gen.  Assembly,  1682-1703.) 
The  custom  of  beginning  the  legal  year  on  the  25th  of  March,  was 
abolished  by  an  English  statute  which  went  into  effect,  January  1st, 
1752. 

The  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  is  known  in  England  as  "  Lady 
Day,"  from  its  being  kept  as  the  fesrival  of  the  Annunciation  ;  being 
an  abbreviation  of  the  old  term  "Our  Lady's  Day,''  or  the  "Day  of 
our  Blessed  Lady." 

Among  farmers  in  some  sections  of  our  country,  the  day  is  still 
considered  as  a  sort  of  New  Year,  it  being  the  day  when  possession 
is  given  to  farms  bought  or  rented,  and  I  have  heard  the  tradition 
from  old  citizens  of  Burlington  county  that  the  day  was  set  apart  for 
this  purpose  by  the  early  settlers,  because  it  was  the  beginning  of 
the  English  legal  new  year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWIN  SALTER. 


faltttti. 

MAY   1,   1874. 

John  H.  Chambers,  Bloomfield. 

J.  Ogden  Clark,  Montclair. 

Theodore  Coe,  Newark. 

Henry  Congar,  Newark. 

Augustus  C.  Cutler,  Morristown. 

Rev.  Prentiss  De  Veuve,  Newark. 

Henry  W.  Wilson,  Newark. 

J.  Daggett  Hunt,  Summit. 

Theodore  Little,  Morristown. 

Wm.  Van  Vleck  Lidgerwood,  Morristown. 

Anthony  G.  McComb,  Bloomfield. 

James  Neilson,  New  Brunswick. 

Lewis  W.  Oakley,  M.D.,  Elizabeth. 

Wm.  Sutphen,  Lesser  Cross  Roads,  Somerset  Co. 

Jacob  W.  Crane,  Newark. 
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From  Cortland  Parker,  Esq.  —  Brief  of  New  Jersey  to  Pea  Patch 
Island,  with  opinion  of  Garret  D.  Wall,  June  9,  1834,  and  charge 
of  Justice  Baldwin  of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  relative  thereto, 
1836. 

Address  upon  Abraham  Lincoln,  before  the  Lincoln  Post,  June 
26,  1872.       1   8vo. 
From  the  Publishers  —  Am.    Bibliopolist    Vol.    V.,   Nos.    52    to    56, 

inclusive. 

From  the  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen  —  Report  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  on  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Insurrec- 
tionary States,  1872.  12  Vols.,  8vo. 

Compendium  of  Ninth  Census,  1870. 

The  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  U.  S.  during  the  War 
of  the  Rebellion,  1861-5.  Part  1st,  2  Vols.,  quarto. 

Memorial  Address,  on  Hon.  John  Covode,  delivered  in  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Report  of  Explorations  and  Surveys  for  a  Ship  Canal  over  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  1  Vol.,  quarto. 

Message  and  Documents,  abridged,  1872-3.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

British  Counter-Case  at  Geneva.     I  Vol.,  8vo. 

Proceedings  of  Special  Session  of  Senate  of  U.  S.,  May  14  to 
26,  1873.  Vol.  I.  1  Vol.,  quarto. 

Land  Office  Reports,  1868,  Vols.  3  and  4  ;  1869,  Vols.  1,  2 
and  3. 

From  Thomas  F.  Devoe,  Esq.  —  Catalogue  of  the  Museum  and 
Gallery  of  Art  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Twenty  First  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Juvenile  Asylum 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  and  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  New  York. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  State  Parks  of 
State  of  New  York. 

Proceedings  of  Joint  Investigating  Committee  to  examine  ac- 
counts of  City  and  County  of  New  York. 


DONATIONS.  151 

Eeport  of  the  Condition  of  the  Public  Markets  of  New  York, 
by  T.  F.  Devoe,   1873. 

The  Cultivator.     Vol.  5.   1838-9.     Albany. 

Longworth's  New  York  Directory,  1833. 

Manual  of  Corporation  of  City  of  New  York,   1865. 
From  Mr.  H.    H.    Wilson — In    Memoriam :    John    White    Geary. 
By  the   Surviving   Staff  Officers   of  Major  Gen.    Geary.     1   Vol., 

quarto. 
From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society —     The  Annals  of  Iowa  for  April, 

1873.     Vol.  XL,  Nos.  2  and  3. 

From  J.  Smith  Futhey,  Esq. — Historical  Discourse  on  the  150th 
Anniversary  of  the  Upper  Octorara  Presbyterian  Church,  Chester, 
Penna,  September  14,  1870. 

From  the  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Holbrook's  Directory  of  Newark, 
1872. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board,  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  Congressional  Convention,  held  in  St.  Louis, 
May,  1873. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Wilmington  Board  of  Trade,  1873, 

Proceedings   of  the   Sixth   Annual  Meeting   of  the    National 

Board  of  Trade,  held  in  Chicago,  October,  1873. 
From  the  Publishers,    Chase  &  Towne.   Philadelphia — The   American 
Historical  Record  and  Repertory  of  Notes  and  Queries.     Edited 
by  Benson  J.  Lossing,  L.L.D.     Vol.  II,   Nos.   19—24. 
From    Mrs.  Alfred   Chester,  Elizabeth,   through    Rev.     Wm.    Hall — 

Southern  Rights  and  Northern  Duties,  in  the  present  crises — 
a  Letter  to  Hon.  Wm.  Pennington,  by  Rev.  Samuel  J.  Baird, 
D.D.,  1861. 

Report  of  School  Superintendant  of  N.  J.,  for  1849. 

Sermon  on  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln,  by  Rev. 
W.  H.  Hornblower,  Paterson. 

Address  on  the  Study  of  History  before  the  Young  Ladies' 
Seminary,  Freehold,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  Robert  Davidson,  D.D.,  1843. 

History  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  to 
1814.  By  David  Ramsay,  M.D.,  1825. 

Four  Sermons  and  Address  connected  with  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  Princeton,  1828  to  1854. 
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Semi-Centennial  Catalogue  of  the  Theological  Seminary  of 
Princeton,  1812  to  1862. 

A  Plea  for  the  Seminary,  delivered  before  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Brunswick,  1818,  by  Philip  Lindsley. 

Seven  Obituary  Sermons  and  Addresses. 

Seven  Thannksgiving  Sermons,  1838 — 1866. 

Two  Fast  Day  Sermons,   1841-49. 

Address  before  the  Alumni  of  the  Ohio  University,  1850,  by 
D.  V  McLean,  D.D. 

Six  Addresses  before  the  Societies,  &c.,  of  Princeton  College, 
1831—62. 

Four  Addresses  at  La  Fayette  College.  Easton  1841 — 64. 

Obituary  Addresses  in  Congress,  on  the  death  of  Hon.  W.  R. 
King  and  President  Tyler. 

Two  Addresses  at  Rutgers  College,   1830-31. 

Catalogues  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New  Brunswick' 
1843  and  1857. 

Trial  of  Rev.  Alex.  Gumming  vs.  Edward  Arrowsmith,  for 
slander,  New  York,  1810. 

Minutes  of  Convention  held  on  the  15th  Anniversary  of  the 
formation  of  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.,  March  15,  1854. 

Reports  on  Lunatics,  by  Joint  Committee  of  the  New  Jersey 
Assembly,  1841. 

Memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  behalf  of  Idiots, 
Epileptics,  and  Insane  Poor,  by  Dorothy  L.  Dix,  1845. 

Annual  Report  of  Missionary  Society  of  New  Jersey,  1826. 

Address  before  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  by  Wm.  Rankin,  Jr.. 
Treasurer,  in  1857. 

Appeal  for  Female  Education  on  Christian  Principles,  with  Pro- 
spectus of  St.  Mary's  Hall.  Burlington,  1837. 

Eighteen  Sermons  on  various  subjects  by  different  American 
Divines — (Griffin,  Barry,  Symmes,  Magie,  Horn  blower,  Sprague. 
&c.)— 1821-68. 

From    the    Smithsonian    Institution — Contributions    to    Knowledge. 
Vol.  XVIII.      1   Vol.,   quarto. 

Annual  Report  of  Regents. 
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Prom  J.  J.  Howard,    L.  L.D.,     Blackheath,  Kent,  Eng. — Miscellanea 

Genealogica  et  Heraldica,  for  April  and  May.  1873. 
From  the  Church — The  First  Centennary  of  the  North   Church    and 

Society,  in  Salem,  Mass.     Commemorated  July  19,  1872. 
From  Mr.  Wm.  Nelson — Manual   of  Board  of  Chosen    Freeholders 

County  of  Passaic.     1  Vol.,  12mo. 

From  Royal  University  of  Norway,  at  Christiana — Recherches  sur  la 
Chronologie  Egyptienne,  par  J.  Lieblein,  Christiana,  1873.  1 
Vol.,  8vo. 

Account  of  the  Ancient  Vessel  found    in  the  Parish  of  Tune, 
Norway,  Christiana,  1872,  and  four  others. 
From    Mr.     Wm.  John    Potts,     Camden — Journal  of  Frances    Anne 

Butler.     2  Vols.,   12mo.,  Phila,,  1835.  2  12mo. 
From  Samuel  A.  Green,  M.U.,  Boston — American  Journal  of  Numis- 
matics.    Vol.   VI.,   Nos.  1-4.     Vol.   7,  Nos.  1  and  2.     January, 
1871  to  October,    1872. 

Sketch  of  the  Life  and  some  of  the  Works  of  John  Singleton 
Copley,  R.  I.,  by  Augustus  Thorndike  Perkins,  1873. 

Description  of  Copley's  Picture  of  King  Charles  I,  demand- 
ing, in  the  House  of  Commons,  the  five  impeached  members, 
A.D.  1641 — 2,  Boston,  1859. 

Five  Sermons  by  Rev.  Dr.  Chandler  Robbins  and  Alexander 
H.  Vinton,  Rev.  Rufus  P.  Ellis  and  Wm.  P.  Lunt. 

City  of  Boston  Digest  of  Statutes  and  Ordinances,  relating  to 
the  Public  Health,  1873. 

Catalogue  of  the  Boston  Public  Library,   1873.     1   Vol.,  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  1858-9. 

Loss  of  the  Sparrow  Hawk  in  1626 — remarkable  preservation 
and  recent  discovery  of  the  wreck,  Boston,  1865. 

The  Opium  Trade  as  carried  on  in  India  and  China,  by  Nathan 
Allen,  M.D.,  Lowell,  J  853. 

Civil  Record  of  Major  Gen.  Winfield  S.  Hancock,  in  Louisiana 
and  Texas,  1871. 

Means  for  making  the  Highways  of  the  Ocean  more  safe,  by 
R.  B.  Forbes,  Boston.  1867. 

Miscellaneous  Reports,  &c. 
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From  Mr.  Joel  Afunsett,  Albany — Webster's  Almanac,  1870-1-2-3, 
'  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Massachusetts  Civil  List  for  the  Colonial  and  Provincial  Periods, 
1630-1774,  by  Wm.  H.  Whitmore.  1  Vol.,  8vo.,  1870. 

Memoir  of  John  Daly  Burk,  author  of  a  History  of  Virginia, 
by  Charles  Campbell.  1  Vol.,  8vo.  1872. 

Albany  Penitentiary  Laws.     1  Vol.,  8vo.,   1872. 

The  Stabat  Mater  and  other  hymns,  translated  by  John  D.  Van 
Buren.  1  Vol.,  12mo.  1872. 

Memorial  of  Hon.  William  Kelly,  by  Marsena  R.  Patrick, 
1873. 

Proceedings  at  the  Inauguration  of  Rev.  Eliphalet  Nott  Potter, 
D.D.,  as  President  of  Union  College,  June  26th,  1872,  with  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  President  Albany,  1872. 

Reports  of  various  Albany  Institutions,   1871-2-3. 

History  of  Trinity  Church,  Albany,  by  Rev.  Edward  Selkirk, 
1870. 

The  Water  Supply  of  the  City  of  Albany.  Report  of  Com- 
mittee of  Albany  Institute. 

Water  Supply  of  Constantinople,  by  Henry  A.   Hawes,  1872. 

Catalogue  of  Hartwick  Seminary,   1872. 

Catalogue  of  St.  Stephen's  College,  Annandale,  New  York, 
1872. 

Minutes  of  75th  Anniversary  of  the  Rensselaerville  Baptist 
Association,  1871. 

Constitution  of  State  and  Subordinate  Lodges,  adopted  Feb. 
1871. 

A  Paper  on  Botany,  Charles  H.  Peck,  1872. 

On  certain  New  Phenomena  in  Chemistry,  by  Verplanck  Colvin, 
1872. 

Gov.  Hoffman's  Veto  of  New  York  Charter,  1872. 

Nitro  Glycerine  as  used  in  the  Construction  of  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel. 

Report  to  Albany  Institute  on  the  Progress  of  Zoology  in  1870, 
by  Geo.  F.  Stevens,  M.D. 

Chief  Justice  Tauey,  a  Sketch  and  Criticism,  by  Isaac  Edwards, 
1873 
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Address  before  the  Albany  Institute,  by  Orlando  Mead,  1871. 

By-LaVs  of  Hebron  Cemetery  Association,  1872. 

Minutes  of  the  54th  Annual  Session  of  New  York  Eastern 
Christian  Conference,  at  Otsego,  June  6,  1872. 

Tariff  of  Albany  Board  of  Underwriters,  1873. 
From  the  Institute — Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute.     Vol.  V.,  Nos. 

3,  4  and  5,  March,  April  and  May,  1873. 

From  Miss  Hull,  through  A.  C.  Cutler,  Esq. — Commission  from  Wm. 
Franklin,  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  to  Thomas  Kinny,   as  Cornet  of 

a  troop  of  horse,  commanded  by  Samuel  Tuthill,  Oct.  12,  1764. 
From  the  U.  S.  Patent  Office — Official  Gazette  and  Monthly  Volumes 
of  Patent  Office,   with  General  Index,    from  January  to  Decem- 
ber. 1872. 

Official   Gazette.     Vol.    III.,    Nqs.   18—25.,    Vol.  IV.,    Nos. 
1—26. 
From  Col.  R.  S.  Swords — Catalogue  of  Columbia  College,  1872-73. 

President's  Annual  Report  of  Columbia  College,  1873. 

MS.  Statement  of  the  Passengers  carried  between  New  York 
and  Newark  on  Penna.  R.R.  in  1872. 

Constitution  of  the  Association  of  the  Alumni  of  Columbia 
College,  with  List  of  Members,  September,  1873. 

Engraved  Likenesses  of  Alex.  A.  Stephens,  A.  T.  Torbert, 
(Am.  Consul  Gen.  at  Havana),  Rev.  Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Hon. 
Charles  Francis  Adams,  and  Horace  Greely. 

Proposed  Changes  in  the  Telegraphic  System,  by  G.  G. 
Hubbard. 

Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  the  Conservatory  of 
Music,  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  1872-73. 

Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Y"ale  College 
1873-74. 

Fi-om  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education — Report  of  the  Commission  of 
Education  for  the  year  1872,  1  Vol.,  8vo.,  and  Circulars  of  In- 
formation, Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4. 

From  Rev.  Samuel  Hall — Journal  of  the  General  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1871.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Journal  of  the  89th  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  of  New  Jersey,  1872. 
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Acts  of  Third  Congress  1  Session,  1793.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Notes  on  Virginia,  by  Thos.  Jefferson.   1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  Mr.  Manning  Daniels — A  block  of  "  Coquena,"  from  the  Quarry 

on  Anastatia  Island,  near  St.  Augustine,  Florida. 
From  S.  Staate  Morris,  Esq.,  History  of  the  Revolution  of  Portugal, 
from  the   foundation  of  that   Kingdom,  to   the  year  1567,  with 
letters  of  Sir  Robert  Southwell,   during  his  embassy  there.     1 
Vol.,  8vo.     London,  1740. 

Regulation  for  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  troops  of  the  U. 
S.,  by  Baron  de  Steuben.  New  York,  1807.  1  Vol.,  12mo. 

Life  of  George  Washington,  by  George  Covey.  New  York, 
1807.  1  Vol.,  12mo. 

Travels  through  the  United  States  of  North  America,  &c.,  in 
1795-'96  and  '97,  by  the-  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt. 
London,  1799.  1  Vol.,  4to. 

Trustees  of  the  New  York  State  Library — Meteorological  Observations 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  1850  to  1863.  Second  Series,  by 
Franklin  B.  Hough.  Albany,  1872.  1  Vol.,  4to. 

Annuals  of  Public  Education  in  the  State  of  New  York,  from 
1626  to  1746,  by  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  A.  M.,  Albany,  1872.  1  Vol., 
8vo. 

Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  State  Library,  for  1872. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  State  Cabinet,  1866-7-8  and  '70.  1 
Vol.,  8vo.,  and  3  pamphlets,  8vo. 

Calendar  of  New  York  Colonial  Manuscripts;  Endorsed  Land 
Papers,  1643  to  1803.  Albany,  1864.  1  Vol.  8vo. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd — Manuscript  accounts  of  Major 
Rutherfurd,  for  transportation  of  eighty-one  officers  and  men  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia,  June,  1755,  with  vouchers. 

Accounts  of  John  Rutherfurd  with  East  Jersey  proprietors. 
April  15th,  1785. 

General  account  of  Col.  Peter  Schuyler,  as  Colonel  and  Pay. 
master  of  New  Jersey  Forces,  1759  and  1760,  as  settled  by  a 
Committee  of  the  Assembly. 

Other  minor  documents. 
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From  Isaac  L.  Peet,  LL.D.,  Principal  of  the  New  York  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  ;  and  Prof.  J.  R.  Burnet,  of  the  same. — 
American  Annals  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  from  Vols.  IX  to 
XVIII,  inclusive. 

Reports  of  the  New  York  Institute,  from  the  49th  to  the  54th, 
inclusive. 

"The  Psychical  Status  and  Responsibility  of  the  totally  unedu- 
cated Deaf  and  Dumb.  By  Isaac  Lewis  Peet,  A.  M.,  Principal 
of  the  New  York  Institute,  for  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb."  1  Pamphlet,  8vo. 

A  Summary  of  the  Recorded  Researches  and  Opinions  of 
Harvey  Prindle  Peet,  Ph.D.  LL.D.  By  Henry  Winter  Syle, 
A.  M.  New  York. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Advance ;  copy  of  a  paper  published  at  Jack- 
sonville, Illionois.  September,  1873,  with  a  biography  of  J.  R. 
Burnet. 

From  Harriet  A.  7enny,  State  Librarian — The  Capital  of  Michigan . 
Its  advantages  as  a  Centre  of  Trade,  &c. 

From  the  Wisconsin  State  Historical  Society — Assembly  and  Senate 
Journals,  Laws,  local  and  general,  Governor's  Messages,  with 
accompanying  documents,  from  1868  to  1873,  inclusive.  32 
Vols ,  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin.  2  Vols.,  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Library.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Agricultural  Society,  from 
1870-'73.  3  Vols.,  8vo. 

From  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Beatty,  D.  D ,  Steubenville,  0.,  per  W.  Hall — 
Record  of  the  Family  of  Charles  Beatty,  who  emigrated  from 
Ireland  to  America,  in  1729.  Edition  of  150  copies;  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  family  connection  only. 

From  Rev.  Jno.  L.  Wofeon,  Orange,  N.  J. — Memoirs  of  the  Mars- 
tons  of  Salem,  with  a  Genealogy  of  some  of  their  descendants. 
1873. 
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From  the  Surveyors'  Association,  West  Jersey — Proceedings,  Consti- 
tutions, By-Laws,  List  of  Members,  &c.,  of  the  Surveyors'  Asso- 
ciation of  West  New  Jersey.  1873. 

From  Mrs.  Jacob  Vanarsdale — Manuscript  sermon  preached  at  the 
opening  of  the  new  meeting  house,  at  "Springfield,  N.  J.,  Nov 
30th,  1791,  by  Rev.  Jacob  Vanarsdale. 

From  Mr.  John  I.  Young — A  broad  side  by  Jonathan  Clark  of 
Albany,  New  York,  laudatory  of  "  The  First  Great  Western 
Empire,  or  the  United  States  of  America,"  containing  illustrations 
wood  cuts  and  likenesses  of  Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson  and 
Madison.  Eighth  Edition.  June,  1812. 

From  Mrs.  Charlotte  Rutherfurd — Unexecuted  Lease  fiom  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  to  James  Emans,  September  20th,  1784,  for 
Lot  in  Vesey  street. 

Exemplified  copy  of  the  Act  for  running  Line  between  New 
Jersey  and  New  Fork,  passed  by  New  Jersey  Assembly,  Febru- 
ary 18th,  1747. 

From  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society — Twenty-Third  and  Twenty- 
Fifth  Annual  Reports  on  Public  Schools  of  Rhode  Island,  1868-'70. 
Acts  relating  to  the  Public  Schools.  Report  of  Committee  on 
Fisheries  of  Narragansett  Bay,  1870.  Report  of  Commissioners 
of  Internal  Fisheries,  1872. 

From  Rev.  Wm  Hall — A  photographed  copy  of  a  portrait  of  Madame 
Van  Berckle,  wife  of  the  Hon.  Peter  J.  Van  Berckle,  first  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  from  the  Republic  of  Holland  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

From  the  Board — Reports  of  Board  of  Agents  of  Bronson  Library 
Fund,  Waterbury,  Conn.  1871-3. 

From  Mr.  Thomas  Stewardson — "  Six  and  a  quarter  cents  "  ticket, 
issued  by  the  Farmer's  Bank  of  New  Jersey.  Mount  Holly,  June 
10th,  1815. 

.From  Mr.  Henry  N.  Beach — A  Russian  Newspaper. 

Manuscript  minutes  of  Newark  Foreign  Mission  Society,  from 
April  6th,  1812  to  April  6th,  1826. 
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From  the  Public  Library,  Louisville,  Ky. — Courier-Journal,  of  Sept. 
16th,  1873. 

Anonymous — Illustrated  Prospectus  of  Winonah,  Gloucester  county. 
New  Jersey.  1873.  (Philadelphia  Trade  Journal  Supplement.) 

From  Samuel  H.  Hunt,  Newton,  N.  J. — Life  of  Commodore  R.  F. 
Stockton,  with  extracts  from  his  correspondence  and  speeches. 
1  Vel.,  8vo 

From  Mr.  Theodore  Dufford — A  manuscript  circular  letter  from  the 
Treasury  Department,  dated  June,  27th,  1791,  and  signed  by 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletins,  Nos.  26  and  27.  July  and 
September  13th,  1873. 

From  the  Authors — Genealogy  of  the  Lyman  Family,  in  Great 
Britain  and  America,  by  Lyman  Colman,  D.D.,  Professor  in  La 
Fayette  College,  Easton,  Pa. 

Memorials  of  1776,  by  Frank  M.  Etting.     (Second  Edition.) 

Report  of  Committee  on  the  Restoration  of  Independence  Hall, 
Philadelphia.  By  F.  Etting.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

The  Swedes  on  the  Delaware  and  their  Intercourse  with  New 
England.  By  Frederick  Kidder.  With  Heliotype  Fac-similes. 
Boston,  1874. 

On  the  duty  of  Governments  in  the  Preservation  of  Forests. 
By  Franklin  B.  Hough.  1873. 

Newspaper  slips  from  the  Graphic,  on  Church  Architecture,  in 
New  Jersey.  By  A.  D.  Melleck,  Jr. 

Address  at  the  Tuttle  Gathering,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  3d, 
1873.  Higher  Culture.  Baccalaureate  Address  at  Wabash  Col. 
lege,  June  23d,  1872,  and  Physical  Science  and  Christianity  ^ 
Baccalaureate  Discourse  at  Wabash  College,  June  22d,  1873. 
By  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. 

Historical  Discourse  on  Boonton,  New  Jersey.  By  Isaac  S. 
Lyon,  delivered  September  and  October,  1867.  1  Pamphlet,  8vo. 
1873. 

From  the  several  Societies — Richmond  Enquirer,  December  9th,  1873, 
containing  an  account  of  the  recovery  of  the  Spoteswood  man- 
uscript letter-book,  by  the  Virginia  Historical  Society. 
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Journal  and  letters  of  Col.  John  May,  relative  to  two  journeys 
to  the  Ohio  country,  in  1788-'89.  Publications  of  the  Historical 
and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio.  New  series.  Vol.  I. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  at  the 
annual  meeting  held  in  Boston,  April  30th,  1873.  No.  60. 

Collections  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society.     Vol.  III.     1873. 

Proceedings,  resolutions  and  communications,  commemorative 
of  the  Hon.  Edward  J.  Hardin,  late  President  of  the  Georgia 
Historical  Society,  who  died  April  19th,  1873 

Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1871-'73. 
1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society.  Vol. 
XIII.  No.  90.  January  to  May,  1873. 

New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Register,  for  July 
and  October,  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  1872-'73. 
1  Vol.,  8vn. 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society's  Record,  for 
July  and  October,  1873.  8vo. 
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NEWARK,  May  20th,  1874. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  Rev.  RAVAUD 
K.  RODOERS,  D.D.,  President  of  the  Society,  in  the  chair;  the  at- 
tendance of  members  being  large  from  different  parts  of  the  State. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  by  Mr. 
DAVID  A.  HAYES  the  Recording  Secretary,  and  their  approval,  Mr. 
W.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  submitted  his 
report.  Letters  were  presented  from  a  number  of  gentlemen  accept- 
ing the  membership  to  which  they  were  elected  at  the  last  meeting  : 
from  Lieutenant  A.  D.  Schenck,  U.  S.  A.,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Peterson 
of  Philadelphia,  making  genealogical  enquiries  :  from  Mr.  Henry  A. 
Homes,  of  Albany,  drawing  attention  to  the  erroneous  orthography 
of  "  Kill  Van  Kull"  in  a  bill  before  the  legislature:  from  Hon. 
Marcus  L.  Ward,  relating  to  the  transmission  of  the  usual  Public 
Documents  to  the  Society  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior : 
from  Col.  Emmons  Clark,  of  the  7th  Regiment,  of  New  York,  ask- 
ing for  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  celebration  of  "  Evacu- 
ation Day"  (Nov.  25.)  in  1784:  from  Benjamin  B.  Aycrygg,  M.D., 
Passaic,  Rev.  J.  C.  Ager,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Crayon,  of 
New  Foundland.  Henry  Congar  and  D.  C.  Hickey,  of  Newark,  H.  A. 
Homes,  of  Albany,  and  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washinton, 
tendering  or  transmitting  donations  for  the  library  :  New  York  His- 
torical Society  and  Smithsonian  Institution,  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  certain  publications  of  the  Society :  from  Mr.  William 
Nelson,  of  Paterson.  in  reference  to  some  items  in  the  local  history 
of  Acquackanonk :  from  Nathaniel  Niles,  Esq.,  suggesting  a  co- 
operation with  other  kindred  institutions  in  transmitting  the  Society's 
publications  to  the  public  libraries  of  Iceland,  on  the  recurrence  of 
the  thousandth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  that  Island :  and 
from  other  gentlemen  upon  matters  connected  with  the  business 
operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Secretary  stated  that  in  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the 

Society  he  transmitted  to  the    President  of  the  Senate   and  to   the 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  copies  of  the  resolution  adopted 

at  the  last  meeting,  remonstrating  against  the   adoption  of  the  pro- 
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posed  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  prohibiting  the  allowance  of 
any  exemptions  from  taxation  to  educational,  charitable  and  religious 
institutions :  and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  general  disapproval  of 
the  measure  throughout  the  State,  it  had  not  received  the  sanction 
of  the  legislature. 

The  Treasurer,  Col.  ROBERT  S.    SWORDS,  reported  the  balance  of 
cash  in  the  treasury  to  be  $1,358.04. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  that  no  material  change 
had  occurred  in  the  condition  of  the  treasury  since  the  last  meet- 
ing :  but  it  was  proper  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Society 
the  fact  that  the  Library  Fund,  which  has  existed  for  many  years 
through  the  liberality  of  a  few  of  the  members,  had,  by  the  expira- 
ration  of  Subscriptions  become  nearly  exhausted,  and  that  its  resus- 
citation seemed  no  longer  practicable.  The  distinction  in  the  funds 
therefore  will  cease,  and  the  general  fund  hereafter  be  chargeable 
for  all  expenditures,  rendering  more  necessary  than  ever  that  prompt- 
ness and  regularity  should  characterize  the  payment  of  the  members' 
dues.  The  Committee  also  stated  that,  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of  the 
Charter  of  the  Society  which  exempted  it  from  all  taxation  had  ren- 
dered it  liable  to  an  assessment  upon  its  property  in  West  Park 
street  lor  the  construction  of  a  sewer,  but  that  some  improper  pro- 
ceedings in  connection  therewith,  had  led  the  Committee  to  join  with 
other  parties  interested  in  resisting  the  payment  of  the  amonnt  so 
assessed,  and  it  was  probable  that  the  Society  would  be  relieved 
therefrom  in  whole  or  in  part.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that  institu- 
tions established  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  at  large,  should 
not  continue  to  enjoy  the  privileges  which  had  heretofore  been 
generally  awarded  to  them,  by  being  free  from  all  taxation  under 
proper  restrictions. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  another  number  of 
the  Proceedings  was  in  Press  and  would  shortly  be  issued,  complet- 
the  third  volume  of  the  second  series. 

"  The  members  are  aware,"  said  the  Committee,  "  that  the  first 
volume  of  the  Collections  of  the  Society,  containing  '  East  Jersey 
under  the  Proprietary  Governments,'  which  was  published  in  1846, 
has  long  been  out  of  print,  and  that  the  Society  has  not  had,  for  several 
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years,  any  copies  for  distribution.  A  new,  revised  and  enlarged 
edition  is  about  to  be  published,  and,  as  the  copyright  is  not  the 
property  of  the  Society,  the  Committee  suggest  that  authority  should 
be  given  them  to  make  such  arrangements  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary, to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  to  meet  the  probable 
future  wants  of  the  Society  in  their  exchanges  with  other  Societies 
and  Institutions." 

MR.  DENNIS  presented  the  following  report : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Library,  referring  to  the  Report  of  the  act- 
ing Librarian  for  particulars,  take  pleasure  in  drawing  the  attention  of 
the  members  to  the  continued  increase  of  the  library  from  donations. 
Indicating,  as  it  does,  what  might  be  experienced  to  a  still  greater  ex- 
tent were  all  to  be  watchful  over  its  interests  in  the  same  direction,  the 
Committee  cannot  do  otherwise  than  urge  upou  the  friends  of  the  Socie- 
ty a 'more  general  cooperation  in  the  work.  Other  institutions  of  the 
kind  are  generally  the  recipients  of  annual  appropriations  from  State 
Governments,  or  enjoy  the  fruits  of  liberal  endowments  from  gener 
ous  individuals,  living  or  dead  ;  but  our  own  has  been  dependent 
since  its  organization,  upon  the  annual  contributions  or  regular  fees 
of  its  members  ;  and  however  gratifying  it  may  be  to  record  a  con- 
stant, although  limited,  progression  under  all  discouragements,  yet  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  funds  of  the 
Society  will  warrant  larger  expenditures,  not  only  for  the  increased 
accommodation  of  its  members,  but  also  for  the  acquisition  of  his- 
torical works  only  obtainable  by  purchase. 

"  The  most  essential  feature  of  such  a  library  as  ours,  is  an  energetic 
efficient  Librarian  ;  one  whose  acquaintance  with  our  history  and 
desire  to  contribute  to  its  .more  general  elucidation,  may  lead 
to  the  devotion  of  his  time  and  abilities  to  the  institution; 
and  the  members  are  urged  to  seek  diligently  for  a  gentleman  pos- 
sessing the  requisite  qualifications  to  fill  the  vacancy  which  has  for 
some  time  existed,  so  as  to  relieve  the  Corresponding  Secretary  from 
the  responsibility  and  labor  which  the  supervision  of  the  library  en- 
tails upon  him. 

"  In  their  last  report  the  Committee  stated  that  the  early  Provincial 
Legislative  documents  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  were  not 
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complete  and  ventured  the  suggestion  that  it  was  not  too  late  to  ex- 
pect the  obtainment  of  the  missing  volumes  through  examinations  of 
out-of-the-way  depositories  The  reasonableness  of  tha  t  suggestion 
has  been  verified  by  the  receipt  from  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd  of 
many  of  the  documents  that  were  wanted.  Mrs.  Rutherfurd  has 
placed  the  Society  under  additional  obligations  by  the  donation,  not 
only  of  these,  but  of  many  others,  given  in  detail  in  the  Acting  Li- 
brarian's Report,  as  well  as  of  a  large  number  of  interesting  and 
valuable  manuscripts  and  pamphlets. 

"The  Committee  feel  called  upon  also  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
Society  particularly  to  the  donation  of  valuable  files  of  newspapers  by 
Mr.  Henry  Congar.  the  accumulation  by  his  father,  our  late  librarian, 
through  many  years.  Additional  incentives  have  thus  been  given 
to  render  the  newspaper  department  more  completely  available. 

"  As  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
with  the  growth  and  condition  of  its  library,  the  Committee  trust 
that  the  members  will  not  allow  any  opportunity  to  escape  them  to 
advance  its  best  interests." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  the  names  of  several 
gentlemen  nominated  for  membership  who  were  duly  elected,  and  a 
number  of  other  nominations  received. 

COL.  SWORDS  adverting  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Committees  on 
Finance  on  the  Library,  as  to  the  necessity  for  an  increase  of  funds. 
drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  small  number,  comparatively, 
of  paying  members,  considering  that  it  was  a  State  Institution  ;  and 
recommended  some  exertions  to  increase  their  number,  as  the 
readiest  mode  of  improving  the  finances. 

MR.  WHITKHEAD  presented  the  following  Report : 
"  The  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents  have  the  pleasure  to  report 
that  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  made  a  further  appropriation  of 
three  thousand  dollars  to  be^expended  under  the  supervision  and  direc- 
tion of  the  Society,  in  obtaining  copies  of  additional  documents  from 
the  State  Paper  offices  in  England,  and  from  public  and  private  reposi- 
tories in  the  United  States. 

"The  Committee  are  disappointed  in  not  being  able  to  place  before 
the  Society  at  this  meeting,  the  full  result  of  their  action  to  the  pre 
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sent  time.  Their  last  advices  from  Mr.  Stevens,  their  agent  in  Lon- 
don, was  under  date  of  27th  of  March,  when  he  expected  to  forward 
the  remaining  cases  in  a  few  days,  various  hindrances  having  inter- 
fered with  the  previous  transmission. 

"It  is  hoped  that  the  appropriation  referred  to,  will  enable  the  Com- 
mittee to  secure  all  the  valuable  documents  referring  to  New  Jersey 
which  are  not  yet  copied,  and  that  a  considerable  sum  may  be  left  to 
be  expended  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  both  in  obtaining  copies 
and  in  preparing  the  collection  for  the  Press ;  it  not  being  presumed 
that  the  people  of  the  State  will  be  satisfied  to  have  the  documents 
remain  subject  to  all  the  contingencies  that  must  ever  endanger  the 
preservation  of  manuscripts. 

"  It  has  long  been  a  matter  of  doubt  where  the  records  of  the  West 
Jersey  Society  were  deposited.  As  the  titles  to  land  in  that  portion  of 
the  State  were  largely  derived  through  that  Society,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  exercised  an  extended  influence  in  the  management  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Province,  it  has  been  thought,  and  no  doubt  justly,  that 
their  records,  could  they  be  found,  would  throw  much  light  upon  its 
history.  It  gave  the  Committee  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  to  have 
Mr.  Stevens  inform  them,  in  his  last  letter,  that  he  had  received 
definite  information,  not  only  of  the  continued  existence  of  the  old 
Society,  but  also  where  their  records  were  to  be  found.  Information 
of  which  he  intended  shortly  to  avail  himself." 

MR.  WM.  NELSON  presented  a  valuable  collection  of  statistics  of 
Passaic  County,  and  also  an  account  of  the  official  records  of  Ber- 
gen County,  now  in  the  Clerk's  office  ;  together  with  a  history  of 
Passaic  River  Bridges,  from  the  official  proceedings  of  the  Board  of 
Chosen  Freeholders  of  Passaic  County,  and  other  pamphlets. 

From  Miss  S.  S.  STAFFORD,  of  Trenton,  was  received  "  Genealo- 
gies of  the  Preble  Family,"  by  Capt.  Geo.  Henry  Preble,  U.  S. 
Navy. 

From  REV.  DR.  RODGERS,  a  Photograph  of  Rev.  Charles  Hodge 
D.D. 

From  MR.  ASHER  TAYLOR,  of  Jersey  City,  a  Letter  of  Marque 
from  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  Lieut.-Governor  of  the  Island  of  Jamai- 
ca, Jan.  21,  1775,  issued  to  Joseph  Kearny  for  the  ship  Roman 
Emperor. 
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The  following  resolution  offered  by  REV.  SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL, 
D.D.,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  record  with  feelings  of  pro- 
found respect  and  emotion,  their  high  appreciation  of  the  life,  character,  learn- 
ing, ability,  and  long  continued  and  successful  labors  of  the  Rev.  Thomas 
DeWitt,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  an  honorary  member  of  this  Society  and  late  President  of 
the  New  York  Historical  Society,  who  died  on  the  18th  of  May,  1874,  and 
whose  funeral  takes  place  this  day. 

On  motion  of  COL.  SWORDS,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  to  make  such 
arrangements  as  in  their  discretion  they  may  deem  necessary,  to  secure  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  the  copies  of  the  revised  edition  of  "  East  Jersey  under  the 
Proprietary  Governments,"  as  the  requirements  of  the  Society  may  in  their 
judgment  demand. 

lu  accordance  with  the  suggestion  in  the  communication  of 
NATHANIEL  NILES,  Esq.,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  Library  Committee  be  empowered  to  make  such  donations 
of  the  publications  of  the  Society  and  duplicates,  as  in  their  discretion  they  may 
deem  proper,  to  such  library  or  libraries  of  the  Danish  Island  of  Iceland  as  they 
may  select. 

MR.  C.  C.  HAVEN,  of  Trenton,  offered  some  remarks  upon  the 
Battles  of  Trenton,  and  drew  attention  to  peculiar  features  of 
Washington's  accounts  of  his  expenditures,  which  were  deemed  con- 
firmatory of  certain  facts  connected  therewith. 

General  JAMES  F.  RUSLING,  of  Trenton,  then  read  an  interesting 
memoir  of  Captain  Joseph  Abbott,  of  7th  Regiment  New  Jersey 
Volunteers,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Bull  Run,  August  20th' 
1862  :  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  and  a  copy 
requested  for  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  to  partake  of  a  collation  served  in  the 
Document  room. 

On  reassembling,  the  following  telegraphic  dispatch,  received  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  was  presented  : 

MORRISTOWN,  N.  J.,  May  21,  1874. 
"To  WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Newark: 

"  The  Washington  Association  hold  its  first  regular  meeting  June,  24th,  at 
the  old  headquarters  here.  Be  kind  enough  to  invite  all  members  of  the  His- 
torical Society  to  meet  with  us  then.  Our  subscription  is  in  excess  of  our  origi- 
nal purchase,  you  will  be  glad  to  know,  and  our  membership  about  eighty. 

"  THEODORE  F.  RANDOLPH,  President." 
On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted. 
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A  paper  on  the  "  Ravages  of  the  British  in  Middlesex  County 
during  the  Revolution,"  was  then  read  by  Mr.  CHARLES  D.  DESHLER 
of  New  Brunswick,  who  also  submitted  for  examination  a  transcript 
of  the  official  inventories  of  the  losses  to  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  county  were  subjected,  from  which  most  of  his  facts  had  been 
derived,  as  well  as  a  similar  original  record  of  the  devastations  com- 
mitted in  Bergen,  Essex  and  Somerset  counties. 

Mr.  Deshler's  paper  elucidated  in  a  very  skillful  and  happy  man- 
ner the  manners,  customs  and  trials  of  the  towns  to  which  it  referred, 
and  was  listened  to  with  great  interest. 

On  its  conclusion,  complimentary  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
Duryee,  Gillet,  Rusling  and  Buchanan,  and  a  general  wish  expressed 
that  what  had  been  so  well  done  for  Middlesex  Count}*  by  Mr.  Desh 
ler,  might  be  done  in  the  other  counties  by  others,  and  on  motion  of 
the  first  named,  it  was — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Mr.  Deshler  for  the 
satisfaction  afforded  by  his  highly  valuable  and  interesting  paper,  and  that  ne 
be  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  publication. 

After  some  introductory  remarks  by  the  Rev.  MARSHAL  B.  SMITH, 
of  Passaic,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  offered  by 
him  and  adopted  : 

WHEREAS,  It  is  eminently  proper  that  the  Centennial  of  our  National  Inde- 
pendence should  be  marked  by  some  united  action  on  the  part  of  Historical 
Societies,  whose  labors  have  been  largely  devoted  to  bringing  to  light  and 
preserving  the  annals  of  the  great  Revolutionary  struggle;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  Five  be  appointed  to  conler  with  similar  Com- 
mittees from  other  Uistorical  Societies,  and  report  a  plan  for  united  action  on 
this  subject  at  the  next  Annual  Meeting. 

The  chair  appointed  as  the  committee,  Messrs.  M.  B.  Smith,  Peter 
S.  Duryee,  Abraham  Coles,  Robert  S.  Swords  and  William  A 
Whitehead. 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  offer  at  the  next 
meeting  an  amendment  to  the  7th  section  of  the  By-Laws,  so  that 
some  compensation  may  be  connected  with  the  office  of  Librarian. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  January,  1875,  unless  sooner  called  together  by  the 
Executive  Committee. 
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ANNOUNCED    MAY  21,   1874. 

From   Col.  Robert  S.  Swords—- Manual  of  the   Legislature  of  New 
York  for  1851. 

Manual  of  Common  Council  of  New  York,  1850. 

The  Banks  of  New  York  and  the  panic  of  1857,  by  J.  S.  Gib- 
bons. 1858. 

Journal  of  Philadelphia  Select  Council,  from  January  to  Au- 
gust, 1869.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Dragoon  Campaigns  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  1  Vol.,  12mo., 
1836. 

The  Old  Brewery  and  the  Mission  House  of  the  Five  Points, 
New  York.  1  Vol.,  12mo.,  1854. 

Reports  of  the  Joint  Commission  on  the  "Water  Supply  of  the 
Cities  of  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  1873. 

Report  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Jersey  City,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Passaic  River,  by  Professor  Henry  Wurtz  and  Al- 
bert R.  Leeds,  1873. 

Annual  Reports  of  Children's  Aid  Society,  New  York,  1873. 
National  Board  of  Trade,  1874.  Board  of  Trade  of  Chicago, 
1873.  Baltimore  Corn  and  Flour  Exchange,  1872.  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Galveston,  Texas,  1872.  Board  of  Trade  of  Buffalo. 
1871-1873.  Board  of  Trade  of  Denver,  Col.  1873.  Commercial 
Exchange.  Philadelphia,  1874.  Cincinnati  Second  Industrial  Ex- 
position, 1871.  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce  on  Chicago  Fire, 
1872.  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society,  1873.  Newark 
Board  of  Trade,  187  L 

Catalogue  of  Lafayette   College,  1870-1871. 

Statement  of  Thomas  Barbour,  President  Paterson  Board  of 
Trade,  relating  to  appraisers,  spies  and  informers.  1874. 

New  Jersey  :  its  Cities,  Towns  and  Railroads,  by  A.  D.  Mel- 
lick,  Jr.  1873. 

Memorial  Discourse  on  President  Moore  of  Columbian  College, 
N.  Y.,  by  Benj.  I.  Haight,  D.D.,  January  14,  1874. 
From  the  various   Societies — Proceedings   of    the   N.    E.    Historical 
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Genealogical  Society  at  Annual  Meeting,  January,  1874,  and  Reg- 
ister of  the  Society,  January  to  June,  1874. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  New  England  Society  of 
Orange,  N  J.  Dec.  1873. 

Annals  of  Iowa.  Oct.,  1873;  Jan.,  1874.  From  Iowa  Histor- 
ical Society. 

Essex  Institute  Bulletin,  Nos.  9  and  10  for  1873,  and  Nos.  1 
and  2  for  1874,  and  Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XII.  No.  1. 

New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society  Record,  Jan. 
and  April,  1874. 

Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  Wisconsin  Historical  Society. 
Broadside.  January,  1874. 

American  Philosophical  Society  Proceedings,  Vol.  XIII,  No.  91, 
and  Transactions,  Vol.  XV,  New  Series.     1  Vol.,  1873. 
Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Annual  Report.     1873. 
Bulletin  of  Minnesota  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  1874. 
Proceedings  of  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,    1872  and 
1873,  and   semi-centennial   exercises,   May  22.    1873.     Concord. 
1874. 

American  Antiquarian  Society.  Oct.,  21,  1873,  and  April,  1868, 
From  U.  S.  Patent  Office— Official  Gazette,  Vol.  IV,  No.  27.     Vol. 

V.,  Nos.  1  to  17. 

From  Rev.  Wm.  Hall — Historical  Notes  on  the  Constitutions  of 
Connecticut,  and  on  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1810,  by.  J. 
H.  Trumbull.  January,  1873. 

From  Mrs.  Jacob  Van  Arsdale — Manuscript  Sermon  preached  by  Rev. 
Jacob  Van  Arsdale,  Nov.  30,  1791,  at  the  opening  of  the  new 
meeting  house  at  Springfield.  N.  J. 

From  Mr.  John  I.  Young — A  Broadside,  printed  at  Albany  in  1812, 
containing  wood  cuts  of  Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson  and  Madi- 
son, and  other  matter. 

From  Harvard  College — Foity-eighth   Annual  Report  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  College.     1873. 
From  U.  8.  Treasury  Department — Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  to  the  43d  Congress,  1st  session.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From   Hon.  F.    T.   Frelinghuysen — Speeches  in   the  Senate  on   the 
Currency,  January  13,  1874,  and  Louisiana,  April  14,  1874. 
22 
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From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletin,  May  28  and  29,  for  1874. 
From  the  Authors — History  of  Presbyterian  Church,   Deerfield,  N. 
J.,  by  Rev.  R.  Hamill  Davis.     1873. 

History  of  Hudson  County,  New  Jersey,  by  Charles  S.  Win- 
field.     1  Vol.,  8vo.,  1874. 

Death,  and  the  Resurrection.      A  Sermon  preached  in  Boston, 
March  15,  1874,  commemorative  of  Millard  Fillmore  and  Charles 
Sumner,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee. 
From  Mr.  Robert   Clarke,  of  Cincinnati — Seventh   Reunion   of  the 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Sept.,  1873. 
From    S.    P.    Crayon,   of  New   foundland,    N.    J. — Extracts  from 

Wood's  Newark  Gazette,  of  Oct.  19,  1790. 
From  Essex  Co.  Road  Board — Complete  set  of  their  Reports. 
From  D.  C.  Hickey — Army  Regulations  of  the   Confederate  States 

Richmond,  Va.,  1864.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 

From Newspaper  slips  from   the  Newton  Herald,  His- 
torical and  Statisical. 
From  U.  S.  Department  of  the   Interior — Public  Documents  of  42d 

Congress.     54  Vols.  8vo.,  1  Vol.  quarto,  and  1  Pamphlet  8vo. 
From  Mrs.    Charlotte   L.   Rutherfurd — Proceedings  of  New  Jersey 
Assembly  and  Journal  of  Legislative  Council  for  various  sessions 
between  1784  and  1795,  inclusive. 

Acts  of  the  General  Assembly  from  1785  to  1796. 
Some  Remarks  on  the  Memorial  and  Remonstrance  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  People.     Pamphlet,  12mo.,  1783. 

Report  of  Commissioners  for   ascertaining   the    most    eligible 
route  for  a  Canal  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Raritan,  1819. 

Report  on  the  Route  of  a  Canal  from  the  Delaware  at  Easton 
to  the  Passaic  at  Newark.     1823. 

Letters  and  extracts  relative  to  the  New  Jersey  Canal.     1822. 
The  case  of  the  Proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey  (as  to  lands 
under  water),  with  the  opinions  of  Counsel.     1825. 

Several  Pamphlets  relating  to  the  Line  between  East  and  West 
Jersey. 

Complaint  of  James  Alexander  and  Wm.  Smith  to  the  Commit- 
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tee  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York,  relating  to  their  being 
excluded  from  practice  in  the  Supreme  Court,  for  contempt  in 
connection  with  the  case  of  John  Peter  Zenger.  Polio,  1735. 

A  large  nnmber  of  Public  Documents  of  U.  S.  Congress  from 
1790  to  1798,  in  original  folio  form,  comprising  messages  of  the 
Presidents  on  special  subjects.  Reports  of  Departments  and 
Committees.  Bills  as  first  printed,  &c. 

Miscellaneous  Newspapers  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  con- 
taining articles  on  various  topics  of  public  concernment,  many  of 
them  written  by  Senator  John  Rutherfurd.  1815  to  1832. 

File  of  the  Morristown  Palladium,  from  March  23,  1814,  to 
March  22,  1815. 

A  number  of  Broadsides,  among  them  being :  Commencement 
Programme  of  Princeton  College,  October,  1765. 

Joseph  Bloomfield  to  the  Public,  Dec.  16,  1796,  denying  an  ac- 
cusation that  he  had  spoken  disrespectfully  of  the  President. 

Proclamation  of  Gov.  Wm.  Livingston  on  the  appointment  of 
26  November,  1789,  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Engraved  representation  of  Brewster's  Improved  Machine  for 
Spinning  Wool,  &c. 

Two  manuscript  maps  of  the  country  between  the  Delaware  and 
Raritan  Rivers. 

Maps  of  Projected  Turnpikes  between  Acquackononck  and  Jer- 
sey City,  and  between  Trenton  and  New  Brunswick  ;  of  Perth 
Amboy  and  Harbor,  and  of  New  Brunswick,  1829. 

Manuscript  copy  of  Charter  of  Presbyterian  Church  in  Mon- 
mouth  County,  Feb.  21,  1734. 

Various  Manuscripts,  and  Autograph  Letters  of  Richard  Stock- 
ton, Mahlon  Dickerson,  John  Rutherfurd,  James  Alexander,  and 
others. 

From  Mr.  Charles   0.   Rockwood — Manual   of  New  York  Common 
Council  for  1855. 

Henry  J.  Raymond  and  the  New  York  Press.  1  Vol.,  8vo., 
1870. 

Discourse  in  the  North  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  August,  1856, 
by  Rev.  Thomas  DeWitt. 
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History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Davenport  Family,  by  A.  Bene 
diet  Davenport.     1  Vol.,  12mo.,  1851. 

From  Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson — Reports  of  the  Joint  Com- 
missioners on  the  Water  Supply  of  Newark  and  Jersey  City,  by 
Professor  Wurtz  and  Engineers  Bailey  and  Culver.  1873. 

From  Mrs.  H.  A.  Tenney — Proceedings  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
Pioneer  Society  at  the  organization,  Lansing,  April  22,  1874. 
(Newspaper  slips.) 

From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. — Sermon  preached  at  Crawford- 
ville,  Indiana,  on  the  death  of  Rev.  Albert  Barnes,  by  Rev.  Jas. 
H.  Johnston. 

From  Col.  Tfwmas  F.  Devoe,  of  New  York — Manual  of  New  York 
Common  Council  for  1868. 

Report  on  Condition  of  New  York  Markets,  1873. 
Maps  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1661,  1695,  1750,  1763,  1775, 
1797,  1803,  1807,  1817,  1850,  1852,  1853,  1856,  1860:  of  Har- 
lem, 1814  :  of  the  Public  Squares  of  New  York  and  Department 
Lots  in  1860  :  of  Port  Washington,  Fort  Green,  and  Brooklyn, 
and  operations  of  the  British  army  aud  fleet  in  the  Hudson  in 
1776. 

From  Mr.  TJwmas  G.  Bunnell — Historical  Discourse  at  the  dedica. 
tion  of  the  Reformed  Church  at  Bushkill,  Pa.,  (a  branch  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Walpack,)  January  13,  1874,  by  Rev- 
S.  W.  Mills. 

From  W.  A.  Whitehead — Annual  Address  of  Henry  J.  Whitehouse, 
Bishop  of  Illinois,  to  the  36th  Convention  of  the  Protestant  Epis 
copal  Church.  1873. 

Tales  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  by  John   R.   Burnet.     Newark, 
1815.     1  Vol.,  I2mo. 

Newark  Daily  Advertiser  for  1871,  1872,  1873. 
Family  Records  of  the  First  Settlers  of  Passaic   Valley  and 
vicinity  above  Chatham,  by  John  Littell.      Feltville,  N.  J.,  1851. 
1  Vol.,  Svo. 

From  —         Report  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission  to  the 

President,  April  15,  1874. 
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From   James  Lenox,    Esq.,  New  York — Fourth    Annual    Report    of 

Trustees  of  Lenox  Library,  1873. 
Prom  Rev.  Samuel  A.  Clark,  D.D.,  Elizabeth — Historical  Address  on 

the  150  Anniversary  of  Christ  Church,  Boston,.  Dec.  29,  1873,  by 

Rev.  Henry  Burroughs. 

From  Mr.  Henry  Cougar — Ten  copies  of  History  of  First  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  Newark,  by  Rev.  J.  F.  Stearns,  D.D. 
Files  of  the  following  Papers  : 

Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  March,  1834,  to  Dec.,  1873. 

Newark  Sentinel  of  Freedom,  1804  to  1833. 

New  York  Times,  1854  to  1873. 

New  York  Observer,  1828  to  1872. 

New  York  American,  3  years. 

New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  3  years. 

Tariff  Advocate,  Newark,  1844. 

New  York  Tribune,  and  others. 

The  Publishers  of  the  Trenton  Weekly  State  Gazette  and  the 
Toms  River  New  Jersey  Courier,  continue  to  send  their  papers  reg- 
ularly to  the  Society  ;  no  others  do. 
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S.  E.  Arms,  Elizabeth. 
John  H.  Ballantine,  Newark. 
William  J   Bruce.  Dover. 
Horace  N.  Congar,  Newark. 
George  Gumming,  Newark. 
A.  Ellison,  Jr.,   Burlington. 
Edwin  S.  Ely,  Livingston. 
Florian  W.  Gordon,  Perth  Amboy. 
William  A.  Halsey,  Newark. 
James  E.  Howell,  Newark. 
Francis  W.  Jackson,  East  Orange. 
Finley  H.  Johnson.  Newark. 
Ambrose  E.  Kitchell,  Madison. 
James  Parker,  Plainfteld. 
Rufus  W.  Weeks,  Summit. 
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SUBMITTED    MAY  21st,   1874. 


OFFICIAL    RECORDS    OF    BERGEN    COUNTY,    IN    THE 
CLERK'S  OFFICE. 


Examined  and  Catalogued  March — May,  1874,  by  William  Nelson. 


I.   DEEDS. 

1.  Deeds — Books  A  to  Z  8,  from  1687  (an  Indian  deed)  to  date,  an 
uninterrupted  record;   178  volumes,  folio;    Book  A  is  bound  in 
parchment  and  the  edges  of  the  leaves  are   quite   ragged,   and 
some  of  the  leaves  are  torn.     The  other  volumes  are  in  good 
condition. 

2.  General  Index  to  Deeds,  21  volumes,  new,  A  to  Z,  folio;  alpha- 
betical index  to  grantors  and  grantees,  date  of  conveyance,  and 
reference   to   book  containing  the  deed.     Just    completed,   at  a 
cost  of  $4,700. 

II.    MORTGAGES. 

1.  Mortgages — Books  A  to  I  2,  34  folio  volumes;  Book  A  is  about 
12  inches  high;  Book  B  about  20  inches  high;  Books  C  to  M 
about  two  feet;  the  others  about  15  inches.  The  first  entry  in 


*  On  the  publication,  in  1858,  of  the  "Analytical  Index  to  the  Colonial  Docu- 
ments of  New  Jersey,"  as  Volume  V  of  the  Society's  "Collections,"  the  editor 
sought,  by  circulars  to  all  the  County  and  township  Clerks  in  the  State,  to 
secure  such  information  in  relation  to  their  respective  records  as  would  add 
to  the  completeness  of  the  volume  by  facilitating  research  after  local  docu- 
ments, but  with  the  exception  of  two  counties  no  available  information  could 
be  obtained.  It  is  hoped  that  Mr.  Nelson's  example  may  be  followed  in  other 
parts  of  the  State. 
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Book  A  is  a  mortgage  dated  May  24,  1757 ;  the  second  is  dated 
December  27,  1752.  The  record  is  uninterrupted  thence  to  date. 

2.  Assignments  of  Mortgages  A  to  H,  8   volumes,  folio,  beginning 
1856,  and  continued  to  date. 

3.  Satisfaction  of  Mortgages,  No.  1.  beginning  1869.     One  volume. 

4.  Record  of  foreclosures,  Bergen  County  Circuit  Court.     One  vol- 
ume, new,  no  entries  to  date. 

III.    COURT    RECORDS. 

1.  Common  Pleas  and  Quarter  Sessions: 

The  records  of  both  Courts  are  kept  in  volumes,  generally,  until 
a  comparatively  recent  date.  Two  or  three  of  tne  older  volumes 
are  bound  in  parchment,  and  all  are  in  good  condition,  and  well 
written.  The  older  books  (say  till  within  20  or  30  years)  are  neither 
lettered  nor  numbered,  but  merely  have  the  name  rudely  inscribed 
with  pen  and  ink.  They  are  lettered  in  this  catalogue  for  con- 
venience' sake.  The  period  over  which  the  records  of  each 
volume  extend  are  as  follows : 

A — June  8,  1756,  to  June  term,  1772. 

B — Oct.  27,  1772,  to  June  term,  1776. 

(The  first  leaf  seems  to  be  torn  out,  but  perhaps  it  was  re-written 
as  the  next  page  seems  to  begin  the  record  for  the  term.  The 
record  from  part  of  the  March  term,  1773,  to  and  including  the 
June  term,  1776,  was  copied  from  the  rough  minutes,  according 
to  a  certificate  by  Clerk  Westervelt,  dated  Nov.  29,  1787. 

C— June  8,  1779,  to  March  29,  1781. 

(This  record  is  in  a  small  volume,  4x6  inches,  containing  302 
pages.  The  court  was  held  at  Pompton  most  of  this  time.) 

D— June  12,  1781,  to  Jan.  27,  1774. 

(This  record  is  contained  in  a  similar  volume,  4x6,  it  being 
"Book  C  of  Roads,"  the  court  records  and  town  elections  being 
sandwiched  in  among  road  surveys.) 

E — 2d  Tuesday  in  June,  1787,  to  April  o,  1790. 

F— March  23,  1790,  to  March  term,  1794. 

G— June  10,  1794,  to  January  22,  1799. 

H— March  26,  1799,  to  July  29,  1805. 
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I — October  22,  1805,  to  October  term,  1808. 
K— January  24,  1809,  to  March  5,  1814. 
L— March  22,  1814,  to  January  5,  1818. 
M — January  27,  1818,  to  December  8,  1821. 
N— January  22,  1822,  to  Thursday,  Dec.  13,  1827. 
O— January  22,  1828,  to  July  30,  1833. 
P— January  22,  1828,  to  May  23,  1851. 

(Almost  exclusively  Quarter   Sessions'  records.     The  next  two 

are  mainly  Common  Pleas'  minutes.) 
Q_0ctober  22,  1833,  to  November  7,  1839. 
R — January  28,  1840,  to  September  5,  1854. 

Thence  on  to  date  these  records  are  complete. 
2.  Circuit  Court. 

Complete  to  date. 

IV.  ROAD  SURVEYS. 

Book  A — fifteen  sheets  of  foolscap  stitched  together  through  the 
middle,  with  a  cover  of  stiff  brown  paper.  The  foolscap  has  been 
wrongly  folded,  in  part,  so  that  the  earliest  entries  are  several 
pages  from  the  beginning.  Two  or  three  leaves  are  badly  mutil- 
ated. The  book  contains  about  60  pages.  The  first  entry  is 
dated  March  27  1716;  but  on  p  5  is  an  entry  dated  December  5. 
1709,  relative  to  a  driftway  near  A  rent  Schu^ler's,  at  "Pomton." 
There  are  several  road  surveys  from  1717  to  1731.  The  last 
entry  is  in  1761. 

Book  B — is  precisely  similar  to  Book  A,  but  is  in  good  condition, 
except  that  the  first  leaf  is  mutilated.  The  first  entry  is  dated 
October  7,  1*762.  It  extends  to  1775. 

Book  C — a  small,  thick  volume,  4x6  inches  ;  60  pp.  of  road  sur- 
veys; 8  pp.  of  court  proceedings,  relative  to  applications  for  pen- 
sions to  Captain  Cornelius  Hennion  and  to  Captain  Hendrykus 
Kuyper;  Hennion  allowed  half-pay  during  his  disability  ;  Kuyper 
half-pay  during  life.  There  follow  24  pp.  of  road  surveys.  Then 
140  pp  of  township  officers  elected  from  May,  1777,  to  1783,  and 
in  the  year  1790,  the  latter  all  entered  in  one  hand,  fine,  bold 
penmanship.  The  record  of  road  surveys  extends  to  1790. 

Book  D— folio,  old  calf.     April  23,  1790,  to  June  26,  1812. 
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Book  E— folio,  old  calf.     June  26,  1812,  to  July  10,  1839. 

Book  W— folio.     July  29,  1839,  to  March  6.,  1856. 

Book  G- — folio.     June   11,  1856,  to  April  24,  1860.     123  pp.  only 

written ;  about  300  pp.  blank. 
Books  H  and  I — thick  folios,  continue  the  records  to  date. 

V.    ANCIENT    FIELD    BOOK. 

A  ponderous  folio,  about  20  x  12  inches,  and  three  inches  thick. 
The  binding  is  quite  delapidated,  the  back  being  torn  off;  a  few  of 
the  opening  pages  are  also  delapidated,  but  with  these  exceptions 
the  volume  is  in  good  condition.  This  is  the  Field  Book  of  Bergen 
township,  made  1764,  and  recently  published  with  notes,  etc.,  by 
Mr.  C.  H.  Winfield,  of  Hudson  county. 

VI.    MARRIAGE    RECORDS. 

1.  "Records  of  Marriages,  Liber  A."     The  record  is  quite  full,  from 
Nov.  28,  1795,  to  1866. 

2.  "Record  of  Marriages,  Bergen  county,"  thick  folio,  1863  to  1873, 
144  pp.,  not  fully  written  up. 

VII.    RELATIVE    TO    SLAVERY. 

1.  ''Black  Births,  1804,"  folio,  old  calf,  with  full  alphabetical  index. 
July  28,  1804,  to  March  14,  1843,  161  pp. 

2.  "Liber  A  of  Manumition  of  Slavery."     From  June  17,  1805,  to 
July  26  1841,  248  pp.  closely  written;   probably  one  and  a  half 
manumissions,  on    an  average,  to  a  page,  or   nearly  or  quite  400 
in  all. 

VIII.    EXECUTIONS. 

1.  "Executions  D" — a  quarto,  10  x  12  inches,  from  fourth  Tuesday 
in  March,  1792,  to  October,  31,  1800  ;  about  100  pp. 

2.  Executions — Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  folio ;  from   fourth  Tues- 
day in  March,  1801,  to  second  Tuesday  in  June,  1818. 

3.  and  4.  Executions  Libers  A,  1839-1861;    Liber  G,  1837-1874. 

IX.    JUDGMENTS. 

1.  Liber  A — Common  Pleas,  folio;  beginning  Aug.  12,  1799,  to  — 

2.  Liber  B — June  term,  1806,  to 

3.  Liber  C— October  term,  1808,  to  - 

23 
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4.  Liber  D — June  term,  1815,  to 

5.  Liber  E — October  term,  1819,  to 

6.  Liber  G — June  term,  1830,  to 

7.  Liber  H—  ) 

>  to  date. 

8.  Liber  J —  ) 

9.  Judgment's  Circuit  Court,  A — June  term,  1838. 

10.  "         "       B— January,  1843-'58. 

11.  Docketed  Judgments  Circuit  Court,  beginning  1847;  one  vol- 
ume, folio,  only  11  pp.  filled  to  date. 

12.  Docketed  Judgments  Common  Pleas,  beginning  February,  1865  ; 
one  volume,  66  pp.  filled  to  date. 

No.'s  9  and  10  are  very  large  folios. 

X.    COUNTY    BOARD. 

1.  "B  C  Liber  A"  (Bergen  County,  Book  A).  Folio,  parchment 
cover,  the  cover  much  torn,  but  the  contents  in  first-rate  condi- 
tion ;  the  penmanship  for  the  first  half  of  the  book  is  really 
beautiful,  and  all  of  it  is  perfectly  legible.  This  is  the  "  Book  for 
the  Justices  and  Freeholders  of  the  County  of  Bergen,  Anno. 
1757."  At  that  date  the  Clerk,  Guilliam  Bertholf,  was  ordered 
"to  coppy  the  proceedings  of  the  Justices  and  Freeholders  from 
Word  to  Word  from  the  ould  Books  and  place  them  in  the  new. 
Also,  to  buy  a  blank  Book  and  coppy  thereinto  the  Ear  Marks  and 
Brands  that  is  left  in  the  ould  Book."  The  record  of  the  Jus- 
tices and  Freeholders  begins  May  19,  1715,  the  first  page  contain- 
ing a  detailed  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  on  the  Court  House  and 
Goal,  £92  10s.  The  record  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Board 
begins  March  11,  1716.  The  Board  seems  to  have  generally  met 
but  once  a  year,  and  for  many  years  it  merely  levied  a  tax  of  £10 
to  £20  for  "wolves,  foxes,  red  foxes  and  panters,"  and  occasion- 
ally a  tax  of  £50  for  repairs  of  Court  House  and  "  Goal."  Full 
reports  are  given  of  the  trials  (with  testimony  of  witnesses),  of 
several  negroes  for  murder,  arson,  etc.,  and  of  their  execution. 

1731. — A  negro  slave  called  Harry,  ravished  Annatye  Fryers, 
but,  apparently  without  exercising  much  force;  sentenced  to  re 
ceive  41  lashes  and  to  be  branded  on  the  right  shoulder  with  the 
letter  "  B." 
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Negro  man  "  Harry,"  of  Garret  Hoppe,  threatened  the  life  of 
his  master,  also  poisoned  "  Sepeo  "  (Scipio),  negro  man  of  Col. 
William  Provoost,  giving  him  a  poisoned  "dram,"  on  Thursday 
night,  November  25,  whereupon  Scipio  died  the  following  night- 
December  13,  1721,  Harry  was  tried  by  five  freeholders,  convict- 
ed, and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  the  next  day,  at  1 1  A.  M.  He 
was  so  hanged,  April  26,  1732.  He  was  "valued"  at  £30,  and 
that  sum,  and  £15  10s,  the  expenses  for  hanging  him,  were  ordered 
paid. 

August  15,  1735 — Five  freeholders  tried  the  negro  man"  Jack," 
of  Peter  Kip.  Jack  beat  his  master;  had  threatened  several 
times  to  murder  his  master  and  his  son,  and  to  burn  down  his 
master's  house,  and  when  arrested  tried  to  destroy  himself,  Aug. 
13.  He  was  convicted  of  these  heinous  crimes  and  was  burnt 
the  next  day,  August  16,  at  10  A.  M.,  on  the  road  between  the 
Court  House  and  Hackensack. 

May  1,  1741 — Albert  Van  VoorHezen's  negro  man  "Jack,"  and 
Derreck  Van  Horn's  negro  man  "  Ben,"  were  arrested  on  suspicion 
of  having  set  on  fire  several  barns  in  the  precinct,  of  Hackensack; 
tried  May  4,  by  five  freeholders;  convicted  and  burnt  May  5,  be- 
tween 10  and  12  o'clock,  at  "Yellow  point,  the  other  side  of 
Hackensack  River,"  near  the  house  of  Derrick  Van  Horn." 

May  10,  1744 — The  negro  man  "Jan,"  of  Johonnes  Van  Hou- 
ten,  was  tried  "  for  poysoning  and  attempting  to  do  the  same  to 
several  blacks  at  the  township  of  Bergen ;  to  wit,  the  negro  man 
of  Arent  Toers,  named  Lowis,  and  has  some  time  past  poysoned 
two  wenches  of  Garret  Ross,  of  the  same  precinct,  and  attempted 
several  more."  Convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  May  11, 
between  10  and  12,  at  Bergen;  "at  the  suitablest  place,  where 
Peter  Marselis  and  Michel  Vreeland  shall  think  proper." 

May  22,  1744 — "Tom,"  the  negro  man  of  Eden  (Edo)  Sipp, 
"having  poisoned  several  blacks  and  attempted  to  do  to  others 
likewise,  in  the  township  of  Bergen,"  was  tried,  convicted  and 
sentenced  to  be  "hanged  at  Bergen  on  Friday,  the  25th  inst. 
between  10  and  12,  at  the  same  place  and  gallows  where  the  other 
negro  Jan,  of  Johonnes  Van  Houten,  was  hung." 

May  11,  1757 — "Sufficient  stocks"  were  ordered  set  up  in  the 
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precinct  of  Bergen,  in  the  precinct  of  Hackensack  and  in  the  pre 
sinct  of  Saddle   River,  and  that  "  the  stocks  now  standing  in  the 
precinct  of  New  Barbadoes  shall  be  repaired  and  put  in  good 
order." 

May  13,  1761 — £400  ordered  to  be  levied  and  raised  for  bridge 
purposes,  being  the  first  tax  ordered  for  that  purpose.  This  is 
the  first  reference  to  bridges  in  the  book. 

May  12,  1763 — Stocks  ordered  to  be  made  "to  stand  in  the 
convenientest  place  near  the  Pararous  Church." 

June  4,  1774 — The  members  of  the  Board  appear  to  have  been 
noisy,  for  "  Barent  Cole,  Esq.,  appointed  by  this  Board  to  Silence 
this  Board,  and  Be  Moderator,  or  Until  Next  Meeting;  the  fine  Is 
three  Shillings  of  Every  one  Belonging  to  this  Board  Not  Obey- 
ing his  Reasonable  Orders." 

Jan.  8,  1768— William  Earle  ordered  paid  £3,  "His  fees  for 
the  execution  of  the  negro  fellow  named  Harry,  lately  belonging 
to  Hendrick  Christ:n  Zabriskie,  and  to  him  to  pay  the  blacksmith's 
bill  and  the  wood  and  victualling  said  negro,  and  prison  fees.', 
Harry  was  executed  for  "the  wilful  murder  of  Nicholas  Jores  '' 
(Toers?).  [See  Romeyn's  Hackensack,  pp.  22-3.] 

November  20,  1770 — "Ordered  that  the  Sheriff  shall  receive 
£13  5s  Id  for  his  fees,  constables,  King's  attorneys,  Clk  to  the 
Court,  etc.,  for  whipping  and  pillorying  of  Jonathan  Carter  now 
prisoner  in  the  County  Goal  for  horse  stealing." 

1771 — Six  iron  candlesticks  with  brass  "Nobbs,"  also  two  tin 
hanging  candlesticks  and  one  glass  lantern  ordered  for  the  next 
Court ;  said  articles  to  be  owned  and  kept  by  the  county.  The 
Sheriff  to  supply  the  above  sticks  with  good  "  mole  candles." 

The  above  are  some  of  the  more  interesting  notes  in  this  valu- 
able book.  The  record  comes  down  to  1 790. 

2.  Liber  B — begins  1790  and  comes  down  to  1820. 

3.  Liber  C — brings  the  record  of  the  County  Board  down  to  date. 

XI.    MISCELLANEOUS. 

1.  Record  of  Forfeited  Estates  during  the  Revolution,  with  Maps. 

2.  Sheriffs  Bonds— "Liber  A,"  1807-'71. 

3.  "Writs  Returnable" — Jan.  1,  1765 — June  16,  1774.    Gives  date 
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when  sealed,  parties,  character  of  suit,  amount  involved  and  at- 
torney. 

4.  Notices  of  Lis.  Pendens.     Rec'd:  June  8,  1839. 

5.  Temporary  Index.     (Transcribed.) 

6.  Mechanics'  Liens,  Liber  A — 1862  (136  pp.  to  date). 

7.  Transcripts  from  Justices'  Docket.     1873  (3  pp.  to  date), 
a  Attachments— July  27,  1847—1874. 

Besides  the  foregoing  there  are  all  the  usual  papers  to  be  found 
in  a  County  Clerk's  office. 

In  an  inner,  fire-proof  vault,  always  locked,  are  carefully  filed  the 
maps,  some  of  them  dating  back  to  the  Revolution,  many  of  them 
to  1790—1800. 

In  this  vault,  also  are  many  MSS.  which  I  have  not  had  oppor- 
tunity to  examine. 

All  the  records  of  the  office  are  kept  in  admirable  order,  readily 
accessible,  thoroughly  indexed  and  systematically  arranged. 

The  Surrogate's  records  I  have  not  examined,  but  know  them 
to  be  complete  from  the  beginning,  and  kept  in  perfect  order. 
Pater sm,  N.  J.,  May  19,  1874. 


LETTERS  FROM 
RICHARD    STOCKTON    TO   JOHN    RUTHERFURD, 

SENATORS    FROM    NEW    JERSEY,    IN    1798. 


Received  from  Mrs.  Charlotte  L.  Rutherfurd. 

PHI*  30th  Jany  1 798 
DEAR  SIR, 

An  absence  of  more  than  two  weeks  prevented  ray 
receiving  your  favor  of  the  30th  ul°  till  my  return  which  was  on 
Thursday  last.  I  was  under  such  engagements  before  the  Court  of 
Errors  &  Appeals  as  made  my  attendance  at  Trenton  indispensable, 
and  had  the  mortification  of  being  detained  there  for  two  weeks  when 
I  had  expected  to  get  a  way  almost  in  as  many  days — It  afforded  me 
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much  satisfaction  to  receive  a  letter  from  your  own  hand  for  by  this  I 
am  assured  that  your  disorder  is  abating ;  and  that  we  may  expect 
you  here  as  soon  as  the  weather  moderates — I  am  sorry  to  find  that 
the  idea  of  Resignation  has  ever  even  occurred  to  you — and  I  entreat 
you  to  banish  it  from  your  mind — There  is  no  question  that  can 
come  before  us  in  which  great,  principles  are  involved,  on  which  we 
have  not  a  very  imposing  majority  of  the  right  side — and  I  think  that 
since  the  accession  of  Messrs  Loyd  (1)  and  Hobart  (2)  that  we  shall 
have  two  thirds  on  all  questions  which  require  that  number  to  be 
adopted — There  are  however  other  reasons  which  ought  to  be  con- 
clusjve — It  is  very  doubtful  who  would  be  appointed  in  your  place 
— and  even  whether  he  would  be  of  the  right  sort — The  present 
Legislature  are  very  much  managed  by  Kitchel  (3)  and  Condict  (4) 
— and  it  is  likely  I  think  that  one  of  them  would  be  the  man — your 
services  have  been  so  constant  and  important  from  your  first  appoint- 
ment that  you  are  not  in  my  opinion  called  upon  to  give  up  your 
place  because  sickness  has  prevented  an  attendance  as  early  and 
punctual  as  usual — and  even  if  you  should  be  absent  the  whole  ses- 
sion you  ought  to  be  well  satisfied  that  a  vote  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance, and  that  your  place  will  be  supplied  by  a  man  of  known 
and  decided  principles  before  you  took  such  a  step — This  is  the  de- 
cided opinion  of  your  friends  here,  and  it  is  also  the  opinion  of  all 
those  Gentlemen  in  New  Jersey  with  whom  I  have  spoken  on  the 
subject — This  day  we  expect  to  receive  from  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives the  articles  of  impeachment  agt  Blount  (5) — The  demo- 
crats in  that  house  as  the  papers  have  shown  you  have  been  very 

1  James  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  who  took  his  seat  January  llth. 

2  John  Sloss  Hobart,  who  took  his  seat  on  February  3d. 

3  Abraham  Kitchell,  of  Morris  County. 

4  John  Condict,  of  Essex  County. 

5  William  Blount,  Senator  from  Tennessee,  who,  in  the  early  part  of  1797,  had 
engaged  in  measures,  looking  to  the  setting  on  foot  of  an  expedition,  in  the  in- 
terest of  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  wresting  Florida  and  Louisiana  from 
Spain.    He  was  expelled  from  the  Senate  on  the  9th  July,  1797,  by  a  vote  of  21  to  1 . 
The  articles  of  Impeachment  referred  to  by  Mr.  Stockton  were  not  received  until 
the  7th  February,  and  after  some  preliminaries  the  trial  was  postponed  until  the 
following  session.   It  commenced  on  the  19th  December,  1798,  and  continued  to 
occupy  more  or  less  of  th ;  time  ot  the  Senate  until  January  14th,  1799,  when  the 
impeachment  was  dismissed  on  the  plea  of  a  want  of  jurisdiction. 
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pressing  upon  this  subject — It  is  supposed  that  this  line  of  conduct 
is  pursued  by  them,  both  to  wipe  off  the  common  disgrace  which  has 
fallen  on  the  whole  party  by  the  crime  of  their  Brother,  and  also  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  attacking  the  British  Minister  whom 
they  expect  to  hold  up  to  the  public  as  being  the  promoter  if  not  the 
contriver  of  the  plan — They  are  to-day  to  ballot  for  managers — and 
have  determined  that  there  shall  be  eleven — If  all  these  learned 
Gen'm  are  to  be  heard  before  the  Senate  we  shall  have  a  trouble- 
some job  before  us — I  presume  that  the  Senate  will  issue  process 
to  bring  Blount  in  upon  the  articles  being  tiled — It  is  more  than 
probable  that  he  will  not  be  taken  in  which  case  a  question  presents 
itself — whether  he  can  be  tried  in  his  absence  ?  I  find  a  diversity 
of  opinion  both  in  and  out  of  our  doors  on  this  point — We  have  as 
yet  had  no  official  accounts  from  France  nor  of  a  very  recent  date 
from  any  part  of  Europe — Mr.  Murray s( 6)  dispatches  are  to  the  first  of 
Novr  and  contain  information  that  our  Ministers  had  not  been  and 
probably  would  not  be  received — There  are  no  late  accounts  of  any 
importance  from  Mr.  King  (7) — I  think  it  likely  that  the  French 
will  not  declare  war — but  continue  the  System  of  plunder  they  have 
so  long  pursued  and  leave  us  to  resent  it  as  we  see  fit — The  arming 
of  Merchant-men  is  the  only  counter  plan  which  we  can  adopt — and 
if  this  had  been  done  last  Summer  we  should  saved  more  property 
than  would  have  defrayed  all  additional  expense — Since  my  return 
I  have  been  confined  almost  to  my  room  by  a  bad  cold — I  have  not 
yet  procured  the  papers  you  request  but  shall  not  fail  to  comply  with 
your  wishes — I  sympathize  with  you  in  the  distress  which  the  death 
of  Geni  Morris  (8)  must  occasion  in  your  family  and  am  very  sin 
cerely  Your  friend 

The  Honblp  RD  STOCKTON. 

JOHN  RUTHERFURD. 

(Addressed)  Free  Rd  Stockton, 

The  Honble  JOHN  RUTHERFURD, 

Tranquillity, 
Via.  Newark  Sussex  County, 

To  Sussex  Court  House.  New  Jersey. 

6  William  Vans  Murray,  of  Maryland,  Minister  Resident  at  the  Netherlands. 

7  Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  Minister  Plenopentiary  to  Great  Britain. 

8  General  Lewis  Morris,  of  Morrisanna,  N.  Y.,  brother  of  Mrs.   Rutherford. 
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PHIA  Feby  20th  1798 
MY  DEAR  SIR, 

I  must  beg  you  to  pardon  me  for  having  omitted 
till  now  to  comply  with  my  promise  of  transmitting  to  you  the  most 
important  papers  which  have  been  laid  on  your  desk  during  the  pres- 
ent session — The  little  business  of  importance  which  has  come  be- 
fore the  Senate  and  the  situation  of  my  affairs  in  Jersey  have  induced 
me  at  least  as  often  as  every  other  Friday  to  get  into  the  mail  stage 
and  go  home — I  have  never  been  able  to  get  back  before  Tues- 
day— and  last  week  was  by  a  very  severe  cold  whichh  as  now  afflicted 
me  a  month  detained  till  Thursday — I  now  however  send  in  three 
separate  packets  put  up  as  the  Law  directs  the  only  things  which  I 
deem  worth  troubling  you  with — the  papers  which  you  doubtless  re- 
ceive will  inform  you  of  the  principal  matters  of  this  session  and  if 
there  be  any  others  you  wish  to  have  I  shall  have  great  pleasure  in 
forwarding  them  to  you — I  remain  in  common  with  your  other  friends 
under  great  anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  your  health — and  your  ap- 
pearance in  the  Senate — This  last  circumstance  tho'  very  desirable 
we  all  consider  as  altogether  unimportant  compared  with  the  first — 
and  it  is  the  united  opinion  of  us  all  that  you  must  give  over  every 
idea  of  resignation  during  the  present  session  and  take  the  chance  of 
the  warm  season  to  restore  to  you  the  advantage  of  health  and 
to  your  Country  a  renewal  of  your  important  services — Our 
State  is  in  a  very  Critical  situation  now — Condict  and  Kitchell 
rule  —  They  will  district  the  State  —  They  will  raise  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Justices  to  60  or  100  dols — and  they  would 
procure  either  one  or  the  other  (themselves)  to  be  appointed 
a  Senator — you  are  now  the  only  member  absent — Hunter  (9)  has 
come  over  to  our  side — Tatnall(lO)  votes  with  us  more  than  half 
the  time — We  leave  Tazewell  (1 1 )  in  a  minority  of  from  eight  to  three 
upon  questions  in  which  he  exerts  himself  to  the  full  ertent  of  his 
powers — and  I  have  no  doubt  that  upon  every  question  requiring 
two  thirds  we  shall  have  them  and  to  spare — Nothing  then  but  certain 

y  John  Hunter,  of  South  Carolina. 

10  Jo&iah  Tatnall,  of  Georgia. 

1 1  Henry  Tazewell,  of  Virginia. 
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public  evil  could  result  from  the  step — you  will  my  friend  excuse 
my  urgency  on  the  subject — I  have  it  much  at  heart  and  hope  you 
will  in  the  end  join  in  sentiment  with  me  (12) — The  Senate  have  had 
their  time  taken  up  for  a  long  time  on  Blounts  impeachment — Mar- 
shall (13)  has  got  into  his  head  that  the  Senate  had  no  right  to 
take  any  step  to  effectuate  their  Judiciary  power  in  this  case  with- 
out a  Law — He  therefore  early  in  the  Session  got  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  case  of  impeachments — by  plod- 
ding over  it  for  a  long  time  he  had  acquired  all  the  affection 
of  a  parent  for  it — when  he  brought  it  m  it  was  committed — The 
Committee  left  nothing  of  his  bill  but  the  Title — and  when  the 
amended  bill  was  taken  up  every  section  which  has  yet  been  passed 
upon  (for  it  is  yet  befcre  the  Senate)  has  been  negatived — This  has 
made  him  very  restive — a  decided  majority  of  the  Senate  are  of 
opinion  that  the  general  power  given  by  the  Constitution  exclusively 
to  the  Senate  includes  in  it  all  incidental  powers  necessary  to 
effectuate  the  great  purpose  intended  and  that  it  is  improper  to 
call  on  the  other  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  assist  on  a  point  in 
which  they  have  no  constitutional  participation  —  and  to  make 
regulations  to  which  every  Court  is  competent — The  whole  bill 
will  therefore  be  rejected — Tazewell  on  Friday  made  a  motion  which 
has  long  threatened  that  the  impeachment  should  be  tried  by  Jury — 
he  founded  his  opinion  on  the  8th  article  of  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution— a  lengthy  debate  was  the  consequence  and  in  the  sequel  he 
was  left  in  a  minority  of  three — Bache  (14)  who  has  been  ousted  from 
his  place  of  taking  notes  below  has  made  his  appearance  in  the 
Senate — He  has  this  morning  given  Tazewells  speech — he  does  him 
full  justice  in  all  his  reports  and  mutilates  the  answers.  I  shall  send 
you  the  papers  containing  the  whole  of  this  debate  next  week — The 
time  for  closing  the  mail  has  come — I  can  only  add  that  you  will  do 
me  and  all  your  friends  a  great  favor  by  letting  us  hear  from  you 
often  and  that  I  am  very  sincerely 

Your  affectionate  friend 
The  Honoble  RD   STOCKTON. 

JOHN    RUTHERFCTRP. 

12  Mi.  Rutherford  resumed  before  the   next  session,  and  Franklin    Davenport, 
under  an  appointment  from  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  took  his  seat  as  Senator 
December  Hth,  1798. 

13  Humphry  Marshall,  of  Kentucky. 

14  Bache,  of  Philadelphia, 

24 
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PHIA  28th  March  1798 
11  o'Clk  at  night— 
DEAR  SIR, 

Your  last  letter  which  gave  me  much  pleasure  did 
not  come  to  my  hands  till  last  night — I  propose  getting  off  for 
Jersey  in  the  stage  to  morrow  morning  being  under  engagements 
which  cannot  be  dispensed  with  to  attend  the  Sup  Court  next  week 
—I  have  been  the  whole  of  this  day  so  occupied  by  the  business  of 
the  Senate  and  in  the  errands  I  had  to  attend  to  previously  to  my 
leaving  town  that  I  have  not  found  a  moment  till  now  to  write  a 
line — I  can  now  only  express  to  you  my  entire  concurrence  in  the 
political  sentiments  contained  in  your  letter — I  inclose  to  you  for 
your  amusement  Harpers  (15)  last  speech  on  the  Intercourse  bill — 
The  performance  has  undergone  a  revision  as  you  will  see  since  it 
was  delivered — but  was  nearly  the  same  as  it  now  purports  to  be — 
The  papers  will  shew  you  that  our  majority  in  Senate  is  more  im- 
posing than  ever — difficult  times  have  produced  so  complete  a  union 
as  to  even  lessen  the  Minority — A  bill  for  increasing  the  naval 
armament  by  12  additional  vessels  not  exceeding  22  guns  each  had  a 
second  reading  to  day  &  will  pass  the  Senate  to  morrow — We  en- 
dulge  the  hope  here  that  the  warm  weather  will  tempt  you  to  come 
to  this  place  before  the  rising  of  Congress — The  medical  aid  you 
would  have  here  and  the  company  of  your  friends  might  tend  to 
restore  your  health — Good  night  to  you ! — believe  me  with  much 
truth 

Your  affectionate  frd 

RD  STOCKTON 

A  Committee  consisting  of  Lloyd  Tazewell — Sedgwick  (16)  Good- 
hue  (17)  and  myself  reported  this  day  agt  the  grant  of  200,000  dols 
for  the  City  of  Washington — we  stood  three  to  2  in  the  order  as 
above — the  report  will  it  is  thought  be  adopted  by  a  considerable 
majority. 

15  Robert  Goodloe  Harper,  Representative  from  South  Carolina. 

16  Theodore  Sedgwick,  of  Massachusetts. 

17  Benjamin  Goodhue,  of  Massachusetts. 
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PHIA  April  10th  1798 


DEAR  SIR. 


I  returned  to  this  place  on  Sunday  last — Whilst  I 
was  absent  the  house  of  representatives  had  called  for  and  received 
the    instructions  to   the  despatches    from    our    Commissioners    at 
Paris  (18).     The  effect  the  reading  of  these  papers  had  on  the  house 
was  almost  electrical — The  opposition  party  could  scarcely  stand  the 
disclosure — and  were  obliged  one  and  all  to  join  their  adversaries  in 
reprobating  the  late  objects  of  their  servile  adulation — Nicholas  (19) 
declared  that  the  President  had  in  his  instructions  done  all  that  he 
ought  to  have  done  to  obtain  peace  &  that  if  he  had  gone  farther  he 
would  have  sacrificed  the  interest  of  the  Country — Tom  Claiborne(20) 
declared  that  he  was  for  printing    the   papers  that  his  Constituents 
who  had  like  him  been  deceived  might  see  the  President  in  the  light 
he  ought  to    be    regarded  by  every  American — Nevertheless  there 
was  a  violent  reluctance  on  their  part  to  the*  publication — The  very 
men  who  have  constantly  been  bellowing  for  information — and  who 
have  without  authority  or  regard  to  decency  published  to  the  world 
confidential    communications — talked  of   the    impropriety    of  inter- 
fering with  the  executive  branch — that  this  ought  to  be  left  with  the 
President — that  it  would  disclose  our  ultimatum  &c.    Some  of  our 
friends  in  that  house  also  on  the  abstract    point  of  propriety  joined 
them  and  there  appeared  a  majority  agt  the  publication — when  their 
dilemma  was  dissolved  by  an  account  that  the  Senate  had  ordered 
500  copies  to  be  printed.  This  first  order  included  only  the  despatches 
— yesterday  after  a  considerable  debate  we  also  ordered  the  instruc- 
tions to  be  printed — Some  of  our  friends  and  all  the  other  party  op- 
posed the  proposition — It  was  however  carried  by  a  large  majority 
— The  abstract  question  was  agt  us  but  in  my  opinion  we  have  ar- 
rived at  a  point  where  theories  must  bend  to  public  utility — There  is 
but  one  thing  left  for  us  to  rely  on — It  is  the  display  of  the  Ameri- 
can character — It  is  the  support  of  the  G-ov'  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people.     To  expect  this  agt  France  without  first  working  a  con- 

18  Charles  Cotesworth  Pinkney,  Elbridge  Gerry  and  John  Marshall. 

19  John  Nicholas,  Representative  from  Virginia. 

20  Thomas  Claiborne,  of  Virginia. 
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vertion  in  their  minds  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  is 
in  vain — The  people  of  America  must  be  informed  before  they  can  be 
united — The  seeds  of  disaffection  have  been  scattered  far  and  wide— 
the  idea  that  the  President  and  his  friends  were  really  for  war  has 
gained  ground — The  French  you  will  see  plainly  tell  our  commission- 
ers that  they  will  throw  the  blame  of  of  a  rupture  on  the  federal  party 
— When  the  people  read  these  instructions  they  will  judge  to  whom 
the  rupture  is  imputable.  It  is  time  that  our  Constituents  should 
judge  between  this  Gov'  and  its  Calumniators — Divided  as  we  have 
been  we  must  elect  between  war  and  submission — United  I  believe 
that  war  may  yet  be  avoided — at  any  rate  it  can  be  sustained 
with  perhaps  no  more  inconvenience  than  we  have  already  expe 
rienced — The  other  party  in  the  house  have  formally  told  the  leaders 
on  the  federal  side  that  they  will  join  them  in  every  measure  neces- 
sary to  put  the  Country  in  a  complete  state  of  defence — I  however 
somewhat  suspect  the  sincerity  of  their  declaration — They  want  time 
to  recover  the  stroke — and  then  will  differ  as  to  the  means  of  defence 
—The  only  way  to  keep  them  to  it  is  to  raise  the  spirit  of  the  Coun- 
try— I  enclose  to  you  Claypole's  paper  which  contains  the  despatches 
complete — whenever  the  instructions  are  printed  I  shall  send  you  a 
copy — They  are  exceedingly  well  drawn — Their  contents  appear  in 
part  by  the  despatches — As  to  compensation  for  capture  they  were 
instructed  to  urge  the  propriety  of  the  claim  with  all  the  industry  in 
their  power  and  not  to  sign  a  treaty  renouncing  the  right  to  future 
compensation — but  not  to  make  it  a  sine  qua  non  on  the  present,  oc- 
casion. We  passed  a  bill  yesterday  for  an  additional  naval  arma- 
ment to  consist  of  16  vessels  not  exceeding  22  guns  each,  to  be 
built  purchased  or  hired  in  the  discretion  of  the  President — to  be 
employed  as  he  thinks  fit  for  convoys  or  defence — The  Merchants 
are  arming  their  vessels  in  consequence  of  the  President  taking  off 
the  restriction.  The  other  party  now  talk  of  bringing  in  a  regulating 
bill  in  the  nature  of  the  one  rejected  last  session — What  effect  has 
the  spring  weather  on  you  ?  May  we  not  expect  to  see  }rou  here 
soon  ?  I  am  very  anxious  that  we  should  have  the  assistance  which 
your  correct  judgment  and  experience  would  afford  at  this  important 
Crisis — My  best  compliments  to  Mrs.  R :  believe  me  very  affection- 
ately Your  friend 

RD    STOCKTON. 
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PHIA    23d  April  1798 
DEAR  SIR, 

I  have  been  anxiously  expecting  to  receive  a  line 
from  you  since  my  last  which  covered  a  paper  containing  the  des- 
patches from  our  Ministers  at  Paris — I  hope  a  return  of  your  disor- 
der has  not  again  deprived  you  of  the  power  of  gratifying  your 
friend  by  the  use  of  your  pen — I  should  have  sent  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  instructions  last  Tuesday  but  finding  that  they  were  immediately 
published  entire  in  all  the  public  papers  I  presumed  they  had  found 
their  way  to  yon  long  before  ray  letter  would  have  reached  you — 
The  impression  made  by  the  disclosure  of  these  papers  on  both  sides  of 
the  house  below  has  been  very  conspicuous — It  has  united  the  friends 
of  the  Gov1  and  disunited  its  opposers — This  party  were  at  first  en- 
tirely dismayed — so  much  so  that  sanguine  hopes  were  entertained 
by  some  of  our  Friends  founded  on  hints  which  the  leaders  occasion- 
ally dropped  that  the  party  would  become  extinct  and  that  those  who 
composed  it  would  save  themselves  \)y  concurring  without  contest  in 
all  the  defensive  and  preparatory  steps  those  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Executive  should  propose  —  They  judged  not  according  to  the 
human  heart — Gallatin  (21)  and  Nicholas  finding  that  a  desperate 
attempt  must  be  made  to  rally  their  party  came  forward  on  the 
bill  sent  from  the  Senate  providing  an  additional  naval  armament — 
after  effecting  a  reduction  of  the  number  from  16  to  12  Gallatin  moved 
an  amendment  restraining  their  being  used  as  Convoys  in  time  of 
Peace — He  made  a  speech  in  support  of  it  which  called  forth  the 
indignation  of  the  majority  who  attacked  him  warmly  and  person 
ally — his  friends  defended  him — but  on  the  division  the  amendment 
Was  lost  by  a  great  majority — S.  Smith  and  Parker  (22)  and  about 
ten  more — sometimes  one  set  and  sometimes  another  have  them  on 
every  point  of  importance — in  fine  I  believe  they  now  despair  of  any 
effectual  opposition  and  will  give  little  more  trouble — Nicholas  (des- 
pairing of  the  Republic  I  presume)  leaves  town  to-day  for  the  rest  of 
the  session — Giles(23)  has  been  off  for  some  days — In  the  Senate 

21  Albert  Gallatin,  Representative  from  Pennsylvania, 

22  Samuel  Smith  and  Josiah  Parker,  Representatives  from  Virginia, 

23  William  B.  Giles,  Representative  from  Virginia. 
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we  remain  much  as  usual  —some  of  the  weaker  brethren  join  us  occa- 
sionally— we  generally  have  one  vote  either  from  N  C  or  Tennesee. 
Mason(24)  who  had  leave  of  absence  in  Feby  for  the  session  has  re- 
turned and  he  and  his  few  friends  vote  uniformly  in  the  negative — This 
day  we  shall  send  to  the  house  a  bill  for  raising  a  provisional  army  of 
20,000  whom  we  shall  deem  the  public  safety  requires  it  to  serve  for 
three  years  and  to  appoint  a  Commander  in  Chief  &c  it  is  supposed 
that  the  bill  will  pass  the  house — I  am  very  glad  to  find  that  the 
people  of  New  Jersey  are  stirring  at  their  Town  meetings — This  day 
I 'presented  to  the  Senate  an  address  from  our  neighbourhood  in- 
cluding the  two  adjoining  townships  of  Somerset  and  Midx — you  will 
see  it  in  the  papers  of  to  day. (25)  I  hope  this  measure  will  pervade 
the  Con'  — it  is  the  only  thing  which  can  keep  our  anti's  in  order — 
They  have  not  independence  eno'  to  resist  the  public  sentiment 
even  in  favor  of  their  friends — Do  let  me  hear  from  you  socn — 
With  my  best  respects  to  Mrs  R  believe  me  very  affectionately 

Yours 

The  Hon'ble  RD   STOCKTON 

JOHN  RUTHERFURD. 


24  Stephen  Thompson  Mason,  Senator  from  Virginia. 

25  Memorial  signed  April  23d,  Enos  Kelsey,  Chairman,  expressing  the  unshaken 
and  the  entire  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  the  townships  of  Windsor  and  Mont- 
gomery and  the  towns  of  Princeton  and  Kingston,  "  in  the  wisdom  and  iategrity 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  and  pledging  their  lives  and  fortunes  and 
sacred  honor  in  support  of  the  Constitution  and  such  measures  of  defence  as  the 
Government  may  find  expedient  to  adopt  in  this  critical  and  threatening  aspect 
of  public  affairs."     On  the  3n  April  similar  memorials  were  presented  by  Mr. 
Stockton  from  the  citizens  of  Newark  and  of  Monmouth  County. 
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TRENTON,  January  21st,  1875. 

The  Society  met  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  at  12  M.,  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade. 

In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  Rev.  SAMUEL  HAMILL,  D.D., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair. 

THE  RECORDING  SECRETARY  having  read  the  minutes  of  the  last 
meeting,  they  were  on  motion  approved. 

THE  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY  submitted  the  correspondence 
since  May,  and  laid  before  the  Society  communications  from  the 
Iowa  Historical  Society  and  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society 
of  Philadelphia,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publica- 
tions :  —  from  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education  ;  Smith- 
sonian Institution  ;  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  of  Indiana  ;  Joseph  W. 
Hough  of  Trenton  ;  D.  C.  Hickey,  M.D.,  of  Newark  ;  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Hart  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  Mr.  Guy  Latourette  of  Bergen  Point, 
accompanying  donations  for  the  library  ;  from  Dr.  H.  W.  Elmer  of 
Bridgeton,  referring  to  a  loan  of  the  sword  of  Gen.  Giles,  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  at  that  place  in  commemoration  of  the  burn- 
ing of  the  Tea  at  Greenwich  in  1774;  from  Mr.  Ralph  Voorhees, 
giving  some  information  relating  to  the  Conover  family  on  the  Rari- 
tan  ;  from  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Hart  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiqua- 
rian Society  of  Philadelphia,  referring  to  the  Field  family  of  New 
Jersey  ;  from  James  Ross  Snowden,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
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for  the  loan  of  the  MSS.  memoir  of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  for  the  use  of 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  to  erect,  in  connection  with  the  Centennial  celebra- 
tion, a  statue  of  heroic  size  of  that  distinguished  representative  of 
New  Jersey  in  the  Congress  of  1776 ;  from  Mr.  Samuel  D.  Thurs- 
ton  of  Camden,  Ohio,  enquiring  after  the  family  of  that  name  in 
New  Jersey;  from  Rev.  Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society,  declining  a  reelection,  having  removed  to  Athens, 
Georgia ;  from  Mr.  William  Nelson  of  Paterson,  suggesting  some 
measures  for  the  collection  of  State  Statistics ;  and  from  Mr.  James 
Lawrence  of  Bloomington,  Illinois,  a  descendant  of  Mrs.  Governor 
Carteret,  inquiring  for  information  respecting  her. 

THE  TREASURER  being  absent,  his  accounts  were  presented  by  the 
Secretary,  showing  a  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  31st  December 
of  $1,177.33,  and  investments  amounting  to  $12,135.84.* 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE,  after  referring  for  details  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  officers  and  Standing  Committees,  stated  that  they  took 
great  satisfaction  in  directing  attention  to  the  annually  increasing 
evidences  of  the  usefulness  of  the  Society,  and  to  the  assurance  thus 
afforded  that  the  institution  had  reached  a  position  that  secured  its 
perpetuity  and  should  give  it  a  strong  hold  on  the  confidence  and 
affection  of  every  Jerseyman  who  loves  his  State  and  is  proud  of  her 
historic  renown. 

The  interest  now  taken  in  the  history  of  the  State,  compared  with 
the  little  manifested  before  the  formation  of  the  Society,  is,  in  a 
great  measure,  due  to  the  impressions  made  on  the  intelligent  popu- 
lation of  the  commonwealth  of  the  value  of  its  publications,  and  the 
inducements  and  facilities  for  historic  research  offered  by  its  con- 
stantly increasing  library.  When  it  is  considered  how  few  had  been 
the  publications  illustrating  the  history  of  the  State,  general  or  local, 
previous  to  the  year  1845  ;  the  efforts,  which  these  facilities  had 
encouraged,  to  recover  what  had  been  lost  and  to  throw  light  on 
what  was  obscure,  and  the  service  which  the  "Collections"  and 


*See  page  11. 
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"  Proceedings"  of  the  Society  had  rendered  in  these  directions,  could 
not  fail  to  be  appreciated.  The  items  of  local  history  which  now  find 
their  way  so  frequently  into  the  columns  of  our  newspapers,  and 
which,  the  Committee  were  pleased  to  know,  are  more  generally 
transmitted  to  the  Society  for  preservation  in  the  library,  indicated 
this  increased  interest  and  were  becoming  yearly  of  greater  value, 
by  adding  to  the  resources  for  that  authoritative  general  history  of 
the  State  which  has  yet  to  be  written,  and  whose  claims  to  public 
confidence  must  measurably  depend  upon  the  acquaintance  with,  and 
the  use  made  of,  the  local  annals  of  our  various  communities. 

The  Society  had  had  cause  since  its  last  meeting  to  lament  the 
loss  of  one  of  its  most  active  members,  in  the  death  in  the 
month  of  September  last,  of  Mr.  Charles  C.  Haven  of  Trenton,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  84  years.  "  Mr.  Haven,"  said  the  Committee. 
'•  has  been  for  several  years  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
and  notwithstanding  his  bodily  infirmities  and  impaired  eyesight,  was 
a  regular  attendant  upon  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  participa- 
ted in  its  proceedings  up  to  the  last  meeting ;  and  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  he  then  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  some  facts 
bearing  upon  controverted  points  of  local  history,  in  which  he  took 
special  interest.  In  Mr.  Haven  the  Society  has  lost  an  earnest  and 
valued  member. 

i4The  departure  from  time  to  time  of  those  who  either  organized  the 
Society  or  were  among  its  earlier  members,  must  impress  us  all  with 
a  sense  of  the  debt  we  owe  for  their  active  exertions  in  its  behalf ; 
and  when  the  names  of  King,  Doane,  Duer,  Hornblower,  Parker, 
Field,  Alexander,  Carnahan,  Congar  and  others,  who  were  wont  to 
devote  their  leisure  time  and  their  mental  abilities  to  the  service  of 
the  Society,  are  recalled,  we  not  only  lament  their  loss,  but  also  the 
fact  that  it  is,  in  a  great  degree,  irreparable — their  places,  when  their 
usefulness  is  considered,  remaining  unfilled.  The  Committee  have 
had  cause  to  feel  the  want  of  the  cooperation  which  the  fathers  of 
the  Society  were  ever  ready  to  extend,  to  give  interest  to  its  meet- 
ings, from  having  failed  to  secure  any  special  historical  paper  for  this 
occasion.  They  earnestly  request  the  members  to  endeavor  to  place 
at  their  disposal  memoirs,  however  brief,  that  may  be  used  to  arouse 
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inquiry  or  furnish  information  respecting  any  matter  of  historical 
interest." 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS  reported  the  publication  of  the 
concluding  number  of  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Society's  "  Pro- 
ceedings," making,  with  the  "Collections,"  consisting  of  distinct 
works,  twenty-one  volumes  the  Society  has  issued  illustrative  of 
the  history  of  the  State. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY  reported  the  completion  of 
several  undertakings,  and  the  progress  made  in  others,  whereby  the 
usefulness  of  the  library  had  been  increased  by  a  more  perfect  de- 
velopment of  its  resources. 

The  Maps,  of  which  the  Society  possesses  a  collection  both  valua- 
ble and  numerous,  had  all  been  arranged,  numbered  and  catalogued. 
The  duplicates,  both  of  books  and  pamphlets,  had  been  carefully 
catalogued  to  facilitate  exchanges.  The  binding  of  many  of  the 
more  valuable  had  been  proceeded  with  and  will  continue  to  receive 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  from  time  to  time  as  the  resources 
of  the  Society  might  warrant,  and  several  volumes  of  newspapers 
had  been  bound,  making  some  of  the  files  more  complete,  and  ren- 
dering reference  to  all  of  them  more  convenient. 

A  new  Catalogue  had  also  been  commenced,  which  it  was  in- 
tended should  embody,  in  the  most  approved  form,  thorough  infor- 
mation respecting  the  entire  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets. 
This  was  a  work  which  had  been  long  desired,  the  present  cata- 
logues being  from  various  causes  very  defective ;  but  its  magnitude 
had  deterred  the  Committee  from  entering  upon  it  until  recently.  It 
would  now  be  prosecuted  to  completion,  in  manuscript,  with  the  hope 
that  circumstances  might  warrant  its  being  put  in  print  at  an  early 
day. 

Other  measures  more  or  less  conducive  to  the  convenience  of  the 
members  and  good  order  of  the  library  had  received  attention. 

Reference  having  been  made  to  the  Society's  collection  of  news- 
papers, and  as  many  of  the  members  had  not  had  opportunities  to 
examine  it,  the  Committee  presented  some  of  its  features  in  detail  as 
follows : 
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"Of  Papers  published  in  New  Jersey  prior  to  the  present  century 
we  have — 

The  New  Jersey  Gazette  from  1778  to  1785. 
The  New  Jersey  Journal  from  1781  to  1818. 
The  New  Jersey  State  Gazette  from  1792  to  1852. 
The  New  Brunswick  Gazette,  1787  to  1789. 
"Wood's  Newark  Gazette,  1795  to  1797. 
Sentinel  of  Freedom,  1796  to  1852. 
The  Rural  Magazine  of  Newark,  1798. 

"Of  those  published  during  the  present  century  the  most  complete 
are — 

The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  1832  to  1874. 

Trenton  Federalist,  1803  to  1805. 

Trenton  True  American,  1805. 

Trenton  Emporium,  1821  to  1827. 

Trenton  Emporium  and  True  American  combined,  1830  to  1833, 
1837  to  1840. 

New  Jersey  Advocate,  1848  to  1850. 

New  Brunswick  Fredonian,  1848  to  1858. 

Paterson  Intelligencer,  1848  to  1858. 

Burlington  Gazette,  1852  to  1857. 

Burlington  Rural  Visitor,  1811. 

Morristown  Palladium  of  Liberty,  1810  to  1815. 

Warren  Journal,  1848  to  1849. 

Newark  Monitor,  1831  to  1834. 

Newark,  New  Jersey,  Eagle,  1820,  1826,  1832. 

Somerset  Whig,  1848  to  1850. 

Somerset  Messenger,  1848  to  1858. 

Miscellaneous  New  Jersey  Papers  published  during  the  Rebellion, 
33  large  volumes,  presenting  the  details  of  operations  in  numerous 
localities,  arranged  chronologically  : — and  other  less  perfect  files. 

"Of  those  published  out  of  the  State  prior  to  the  present  century, 
we  have- 
New  York  Gazetteer  from  1784  to  1787. 

Pennsylvania  Gazette,  1757  to  1759. 
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New  York  Weekly  Museum,  1793  and  1794. 

American  Farmer  and  Dutchess  County  Gazette,  1798  to  1800. 

New  England  Weekly  Journal,  1827. 

Owens'  Weekly  Chronicle,  1759. 

Gazette  of  the  United  States  (Philadelphia),  1791  to  1793. 

Porcupine's  Gazette,  Philadelphia,  1798  and  1799. 

New  Bedford  Courier,  1799  to  1803. 

Kingston  Sun,  1793  to  1798. 

Richmond  Advertiser,  1795. 

Litchfield  Monitor,  1793  to  1797. 

Philadelphia  Minerva,  1797. 

Boston  Chronicle,  1767. 

New  York  Weekly  Magazine,  1795  to  1797. 

New  York  Diary  and  Mercantile  Advertiser,  1797  to  1798. 

''Of  those  published  during  the  present  century,  a  large  number  of 
valuable  files  from  different  cities,  the  most  complete  being — 

The  New  York  Daily  Times,  1854  to  1873. 

The  New  York  Evening  Post,  1812  to  1833. 

The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  1825  to  1836. 

The  National  Intelligencer,  1808  to  1813. 

The  New  York  American,  1833  to  1837. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser,  1812  to  1832. 

"  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  such  a  collection  possesses 
vast  interest  for  all  engaged  in  "  copying  fair  what  time  has  blurred," 
affording  items  of  information  and  details  of  events  nowhere  else 
obtainable,  excepting  in  like  repositories." 

In  this  connection  the  Committee  asked  for  the  influence  of  the 
members  with  the  conductors  of  newspapers  in  their  several  locali- 
ties, to  have  files  of  their  respective  journals  preserved  for  the 
Society,  and  transmitted  yearly  for  preservation  in  the  library.  Such 
an  arrangement  would  be  more  satisfactory  than  their  transmission 
daily  or  weekly,  as  miscarriage  would  not  be  so  likely  to  occur. 
Only  two  papers  were  now  received  regularly  from  the  publishers. 

The  Committee  stated  that  the  Corresponding  Secretary  had  con- 
tinued his  supervision  of  the  library  to  the  present  time,  but  his  en- 
gagements being  such  as  render  it  burdensome,  it  would  be  in  accord- 
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ance  with  his  wishes  were  the  Society  at  this  meeting  to  appoint  a 
Librarian,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Congar 
in  July,  1872.  A  report  of  the  additions  made  to  the  library  by 
donations  was  submitted,  the  total  number  being  43  volumes  and  192 
pamphlets.* 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS  reported  favorably  on  a  number 
of  names  that  were  referred  to  them,  and  the  gentlemen  were  there 
upon  elected  members,  and  several  new  nominations  were  received. 
The  chair  appointed  the  Standing  Committees  for  1875  as  follows : 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington.  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  "William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  library — Martin  R.  Dennis;  Edward  Sealey,  Robert 
S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine,  W.  A.  Whitehead. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Wm.  B.  Mott,  L.  Spen- 
cer Goble,  John  C.  Johnston,  Charles  E.  Young. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halstead,  F.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — David  A.  Hayes,  David  Naar,  Robert 
B.  Campfield. 

Judge  Nixon,  Mr.  Richey  and  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  were  appointed 
a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  1875,  who  subsequently  re- 
ported the  following,  who  were  elected : 

President — HENRY  W.  GREEN,  LL.D.,  of  Trenton. 

Vice  Presidents — SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville, 
WM.  B.  KINNEY.  of  Morristown,  PETER  S.  DURYEE,  of  Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary — WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — DAVID  A.  HAYES,  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  Newark. 

Librarian — MARTIN  R.  DENNIS,  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.  D.,  of  New- 
ark; N.  NORRIS  HALSTEAD,  of  Kearney;  JOHN  HALL,  D.D.,  of 
Trenton  ;  JOHN  CLEMENT,  of  Haddonfield ;  SAMUEL  ALLINSON,  of 

*See  page  12. 
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Yardville ;  THEODORE  F.  RANDOLPH,  of  Morristown ;  HUGH  H. 
BOWNE,  of  Rahway ;  JOEL  PARKER,  of  Freehold ;  JOSEPH  N.  TUT- 
TLE,  of  Newark — with  the  officers. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Colonial  Documents,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Nathaniel  Niles,  Joel  Parker,  Daniel  Haines,  and  W.  A. 
Whitehead,  was  continued. 

- 

Mr.  WHITEHEAD  offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  : 

WHEREAS,  The  Rev.  Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  who  has  for  two  years  filled 
the  position  of  President  of  the  Society,  has  removed  from  the  State,  and  in 
consequence  has  declined  a  re-election  to  the  office  he  has  so  acceptably  filled ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  Society,  on  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  R*odgers,  by  placing  another  in  the  position  of  Presi- 
dent, cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  regret  at  the  dissolution  of  those 
associations  which  have  been  the  source  of  much  pleasure  to  them  all,  and  the 
loss  of  those  services  which  have  ever  tended  to  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  and 
would  convey  to  him  assurances  of  their  high  appreciation  and  regard. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted,  and  the  Secretary  in- 
structed to  transmit  them  to  Dr.  Rodgers. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  called  up  the  amendment  to  the  By- Laws  sub- 
mitted at  the  last  meeting,  relating  to  the  duties  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  viz.,  to  strike  out  of  Article  XI  the  words  "in  their 
discretion,  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  articles,  whatever 
sums  may  be  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  Society,"  and  insert 
"  in  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  articles,  for  binding  and  inci- 
dental expenses,  and  for  the  remuneration  of  the  Librarian  and  his 
assistants,  such  sums  as  in  their  discretion  they  may  deem  necessary  for- 
the  well-being  of  the  Library" 

REV.  JOHN  HALL,  D.D.,  presented  for  the  library  the  marriage 
license,  from  Gov.  William  Franklin,  of  Jacob  Quick  of  Amwell 
Township,  to  Jerusha  Rose  of  Hopewell  Township,  Hunterdon 
County,  dated  October  28th,  1772. 

Miss  S.  S.  STAFFORD  presented  for  the  cabinet  of  the  Society 
some  relics  of  the  Revolution  which  had  been  preserved  by  the  late 
Mr.  C.  C.  Haven. 
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Ex-Gov.  PARKER  made  some  remarks  upon  the  interesting  charac- 
ter of  much  of  the  early  history  of  Monmouth  County,  and  stated 
that  the  early  records  which  he  had  submitted  for  the  examination  of 
the  members  at  a  former  meeting,  we're  yet  in  his  possession,  and  a 
copy  of  them  might  be  obtained  for  the  Society  if  thought  advisable. 

Mr.  DJJRYEE  urged  upon  the  members  the  obligation  to  do  for  their 
respective  localities  what  Gov.  Parker  had  done  for  Monmouth,  re- 
membering that  the  history  of  the  several  counties  ante-dated  that 
of  the  State,  and  that  to  have  the  latter  reliable  the  former  should 
be  rescued  from  the  doubts  and  gloom  that  now  too  much  prevail. 

It  was  understood  that  Gov.  Parker  would  obtain  a  copy  of  the 
Records  referred  to. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  and  on  'reassembling,  MR.  WM. 
NELSON  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Statistics  be  authorized,  in  behalf  of  this 
Society,  to  recommend  to  the  Legislature  at  the  present  session,  the  adoption 
of  measures  to  collect,  in  connection  with  the  decennial  State  Census,  such  sta- 
tistics as  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  progress  and  present  condition  of  New 
Jersey  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  mining,  and  other  elements  of 
its  prosperity. 

MR.  ALLINSON,  of  Yardville,  presented  to  the  Society  a  very  in- 
teresting subscription  list  for  copies  of  "  Mavor's  Universal  History," 
published  in  1803  in  twenty-five  volumes.  The  roll  had  appended 
the  signatures  of  many  of  the  first  men  of  the  time,  such  as 
Richard  Stockton  and  Samuel  Stanhope  Smith  of  Princeton,  Gov- 
ernor Bloomfield.  Judges  Paterson  and  Kirkpatrick  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, Elisha  Boudinot,  Rev.  E.  D.  Grffiin,  Gen.  John  N.  Gumming, 
Alex  C.  McWhorter,  William  Halsey  and  others  of  Newark,  Com- 
modore Truxton  of  Amboy,  John  Rutherfurd  and  Stephen  Van 
Cortlandt  of  Belleville,  &c. 

MR.  ALLINSON  also  read  a  very  interesting  paper  detailing  the 
intercourse  between  the  State  and  the  Delaware  Indians  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  century,  which  led  to  the  purchase  of  land  for  their 
accommodation  in  Burlington  county — their  subsequent  removal,  etc.; 
in  all  which  the  course  of  New  Jersey  was  so  marked  by  considera- 
tion and  kindness  towards  the  natives  as  to  lead  them  to  confer  upon 
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her  the  title  of  "  the  great  arbiter  or  doer  of  justice."  The  paper 
was  listened  to  with  great  attention,  and  at  its  close  its  facts  and 
statements  were  commented  on  by  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon,  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Buchanan,  Clarke,  Wilson  and'others,  and,  on  motion,  Mr.  Allinson 
was  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

MB.  WHITEHEAD  read  a  paper  received  from  Mr.  Edwin  Salter  of 
Washington,  on  "  The  Significance  of  Geographical  Names  -in  the 
Counties  of  Monmouth  and  Ocean  and  their  vicinity." 

MB.  NELSON  presented  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  a  snuff- 
box received  from  the  Duke  of  York  by  the  Rev.  John  Demarest  in 
1821,  for  his  services  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  remains 
of  Major  Andr£  to  England,  which  is  now  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Blauvelt  of  Paterson.  Mr.  Nelson,  in  connection  with  its  presenta- 
tion, read  a  paper  giving  the  details  which  prompted  the  gift  of  the 
box  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Demarest,  a  copy  of  which  was  asked  for  after 
some  and  earnest  and  appreciative  remarks  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Wilson. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  in  May  next. 


JAN.  21st,  1875. 

John  F.  Babcock,  New  Brunswick. 

Joseph  Black,  Newark. 

Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown,  Camden. 

Peter  Cortelyou,  Franklin  Park,  Middlesex  Co. 

Rev.  Daniel  S.  Foster,  Pennington. 

Rev.  John  Gaston,  D.D.,  Passaic. 

Rev.  Wm.  H.  Hanson,  Newark. 

H.  Ellis  Hart,  Jersey  City. 

Henry  R.  Kennedy,  Bloomsbury. 

F.  B.  MandevUle,  M.D.,  Newark. 

John  C.  Mandeville,  Newark. 

E.  Newton  Miller,  Newark. 

James  Owen,  Newark. 

Rev.  C.  M.  Parkman,  Red  Bank. 

Alfred  Reed,  Trenton. 

Clinton  G.  Reynolds,  Orange. 

J.  S.  Thompson,  Swedesboro'. 

B.  W.  Throckmorton,  Jertey  City  Heights. 

Rev.  J.  Bloomfield  Wetherill,  Newark. 

Alexander  "Wurtz,  Flemington. 

COBBESPONDING    MEMBER. 

J.  H.  Simpson,  Brig.  Geril  U.  S.  A. 

HOKOBABY    MKMBEB. 

Rev.  Edward  D.  Neill,  A.  M.,  MmeapoKs,  Minn. 
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1  2  DONATION. 


ANNOUNCED  JAN.  21st,  1875. 

From  the  United  States  Patent  Office — The  Official  Gazette,  Vol.  5, 
Nos.  18  to  26.  Vol.  6,  Nos.  1  to  26. 

General  Index  to  Volumes  3  and  4. 

From  Mr.  G.  A.  Voorhees — A  fac-simile  copy  of  the  Ulster  County 
Gazette,  Jan.  4,  1800,  containing  an  account  of  the  funeral  of 
Washington. 

Prom  Essex  Institute,  Mass. — Collections,  Vol.  XII,  part  3,  and  Bul- 
letin, June,  July  and  August,  1873  ;  March  to  August,  and  Octo- 
ber, 1874. 

From  Miss  S.  S.  Stafford — Original  manuscript  Petition  of  74  Free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  Morris  County  to  Governor  Franklin, 
asking  for  a  Law  restricting  the  ranging  of  Cattle.  Date  uncer 
tain. 

From  Dr.  S.  A.  Cfreen,  Mass. — Harvard  Memorial  Biographies. 
Cambridge,  Mass.,  1867.  2  Vols.,  8vo. 

American  Journal  of  Numismatics.  Vol.  VI.,  Nos.  3  and  4. 
Boston  :  January  and  April,  1874. 

Lecture  by  Rev.  Thomas  K.  Beecher  at  Elmira,  N.Y.,  Jan.  9th, 
1870. 

Act  of 'Incorporation  and  By- Laws  of  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society.  Boston  :  1873. 

Proceedings  of  the  same  Society  at  the  100th  Anniversary  of 
the  destruction  of  the  Tea  in  Boston  Harbor.  Dec.  16th,  1873. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massa- 
chusetts. Jan.,  1874.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

Medical  Communications  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 
5  Pamphlets. 

Reports  of  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  1871  and  1873, 
and  other  medical  pamphlets. 

War  Powers  of  the  President  and  the  Legislative  Powers  of 
Congress  and  War  Claims  against  the  United  States,  by  Wm. 
Whiting.  Boston :  1873. 


DONATIONS.  1 3 

Catalogue  of  Lawrence  Academy,  Groton.     1873. 

Receipts  and  Expenditures  of  the  Town  of  Groton.     1873-4. 

Boston  Statutes  and  Ordinances  relating  to  Public  Health. 

Corporal  Punishment  in  Public  Schools,  by  Merrill  Wyman, 
M.D.  Cambridge:  1867. 

Services  for  the  Installation  of  Officers  and  Burial  of  the  Dead 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Boston  :  1873. 

President  Greeley  in  1872,  President  Hoffman  in  1876,  and  the 
resurrection  of  the  Ring.  Pharaoh  Budlong,  (Fred  B.  Perkins). 
Boston:  1872. 

Rules  and  Regulations  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  State  Aid. 
Boston,  1872,  '73,  '74. 

Manual  of  Public  Schools  of  Boston,  1874,  and  four  other  Edu- 
cational Pamphlets. 

Reports  (20)  of  various  Charitable  Institutions  of  Boston. 

Proceedings  of  National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  1873,  '74. 

Address  before  Young  Men's  Christian  Union,  by  Andrew  J. 
Peabody,  Feb.  22d,  1874.  Boston. 

Prom  Hudson   County  Bar  Association — Obituary  Addresses,  &c., 

on  the  death  of  Abraham  0.  Zabriskie,  LL.D.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  U.  S.  Coast  Survey — Report  for  1870.      1  Vol.,  4to. 
From  Rev.  S.  M.  Studdiford — Address  on   the  25th  Anniversary  of 

the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  Trenton,  N.  J.     1874. 
From  R.   S.   Swords — Results  of  the  Resumption  of  Specie  Pay- 
ments in  England,  1819,  1823;  a  lesson   and  a  warning  to  the 
public  of  the  United  States,  by  Henry  Carey  Baird. 

Speech  of  Hon.  Wm.  D.  Kelley  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  on  the  way  to  restore  the  Revenues,  March 
7th,  1874. 

Letters  on  the  Crisis ;  Currency ;  and  the  Credit  System,  by 
Henry  C.  Baird.  1873. 

Correspondence  between  Pliny  Freeman  and  Hugh  McCulloch 
on  Rate  of  Interest  as  a  Regulator. 

Treasurer's  Report  of  N.  Y.  Produce  Exchange  and  Annual 
Address  of  the  President,  May  26th,  1874. 


14  DONATIONS. 

Annual  Report  of  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Milwaukiefor  1873. 

Report  of  Consolidation  Coal  Company  of  New  York,  1871, 
1873. 

Recollections  of  an  Old  Carlman,  by  Isaac  S.  Lyon,  Boonton, 
N.  J.  1872. 

New  Jersey  Centennial  Tea  Party,  held  in  Trenton  Feb.  25th, 
26th,  1874. 

Sermon  by  Morgan  Dix,  S.T.D.,  Rector  in  Trinity  Church,  New 
York,  Ascension  Day,  May,  14th,  1874. 

Sixteenth  Grand  State  Pair,  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society. 
1874. 

Sermon  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Stansberry,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Burling- 
ton, May  27th,  1873. 

Sermon  by  Rev.  Octavius  Applegate,  St.  George's  Church, 
Newburgh,  N.  Y. 

From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. — Historic  Discourse  at  Quarter 
Century  Anniversary  of  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Terre 
Haute,  Indiana,  Dec.  27th,  1873,  by  Rev.  Blackford  Condit. 
Cinn.  :  1874. 

A  Discourse  commemorating  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Rev. 
Henry  Hervey,  D.D.,  Martinsburgh,  Ohio,  by  Rev.  D wight  B. 
Hervey,  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio, 
March  31st.  1872. 

Because  and  Wherefore :  a  Baccalaureate  Address  before 
Wabash  College,  Crawfordsville,  Indiana.  1874.  By  Joseph 
F.  TuttJe,  President. 

Essays  in  Literature  and  Ethics,  by  Charles  White,  D.D.,  Presi- 
dent Wabash  College.     Boston:   1853. 
From  Wilmington  Institute — Seventeenth  Annual  Report.      April, 

1874. 

From  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society — A  History  of  New  Sweden, 
or  the  Setttlements  on  the  River  Delaware,  by  Israel  Acrelius. 
Translated  by  Wm.  M.  Reynolds,  D.D.     1874.     1  Vol.,  8vo. 
From  Newark  Board  of  Trade — Newark  Directory,  1873-4. 
From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections,  Vol.  II.,  part  2. 

1874. 
From  Boston  Public  Library — Bulletins,  Nos.  4,  7,  12,  21,  26,  30,  31. 


DONATIONS.  15 

Prom  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences,  Minnesota — The  Geological  and 

Natural  History  of  Minnesota.     1873. 
From  Yale  College— Obituary  Records  of  1873,  '74. 

Statements  respecting  the  late  progress  and  present  condition  of 
the  various  departments  of  the  University. 

Catalogues,  1874-5. 

From  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  for  March    16th 
and  April  25th,  1866,  and  October  21st,  1868. 

Transactions.     Vols.  Ill  and  IV. 

From  L.  W.  Oakley,  M.D, — History  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  in- 
cluding the  early  history  of  Union  County,  by  Rev.   Edwin  F. 
Hatfield,  D.D.     1  Vol.,  8vo.     4  copies. 
From  Henry  G.  Darcy — Jubilee  of  the  Constitution,  by  John  Q. 

Adams.     Having  autograph  of  John  S.  Darcy. 
From  the  Author — Genealogy  of  the  Kingsbury   Family,  by  John 
Ward  Dean.     Boston. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Prince  Society. 
Brief  History  of  the  New  England  Historical  and  Geneaologi- 
cal  Register.     J.  W.  Dean.     1863. 

Memoir  of  Rev.  Giles  Finnan,  and  of  the  ejected  members  of 
1662,  by  J.  W.  Dean. 

Reported  Embarkation  for  America  by   Cromwell,  by  J.  "W. 
Dean. 
From  Iowa  State  Historical  Society — Annals  of  Iowa.     1874.     July, 

1874. 

From  Edwin  M.  Salter—  Newspapers  containing  items  of  history  of 
Salem  County,  New  Jersey. 

From Philadelphia  Telegraph,  containing  an  article  on 

the  early  history  of  Coal,  read  before  the  Historical  Society  by 
Wm.  J.  Buck. 

From, American  Monthly  Illustrated  Magazine,  His- 
tory and  Literature,     Vol.  IV.,  No.  37. 

From Obituary  Notice  of  J.   Edgar  Thompson,  from 

the  Philadelphia  Telegraph. 

Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,  by 
E.  S.  Cox,  Geologist. 


16  DONATIONS. 

From In   Memoriam.     Our   Heroic  Dead.     Newark, 

Ohio.     1874. 

From  the  Publishers — The  American  Bibliopolist,  May  to  Dec.,  1874. 

From  Samuel  G.  Drake — Narrative,  Remarks, Expository  Notes  and 
Historic  Criticisms  on  the  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogi- 
cal Society.  1872. 

From  American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Company — 
Nineteen  Volumes  of  their  publications. 

From  Wm.  Foster  Dodge — South  Carolina  and  Georgia  Almanac. 
1755,  1764,  1765,  1773. 

From  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education — Circulars  of  Information.  Nos. 
1  to  3.  1874. 

From  J.  Ogden  Clark — The  Montclair  Herald.  June  20,  1873,  to 
June  1874. 

From  the  Author — The  Irish  Republic :  Ireland  and  her  oppressors, 
by  P.  Cudmore  Le  Seuer,  Minnesota  :  1871. 

From  Joseph  N.  luttle — The  London  Times,  Nov.  7th,  1805,  and 
June  22d,  1815. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings,  Vol.  XIV. 
January  to  June,  1874. 

From  Regents  of  the  New  York  University — Twenty-third  Annual 
Reports  on  the  condition  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History. 
1870,  1872. 

Fifty  sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Library,  New  York, 
1873. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute — Contributions  to  Knowledge.  Vol. 
XIX. 

Report  for  1872. 

Miscellaneous  Collections,  Vols.  X.,  XI.  and  XII. 

From  Wm.  A.  Whitehead — Miscellaneous  Pamphlets  and  newspa- 
per slips.  Old  Times  in  Monmouth  County. 

From  Theo.  S.  Parvin,  by  the  hands  of  Joseph  S.  Hough,  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knight  Templars,  U.  S.  A. 
1871. 
Proceedings  of  the  same,  1816  to  1856. 

From  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.D. — On  Prison  Discipline  and  Penal 
Legislation.  Nashville,  Tenn. 
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From  Historical  and  Genealogical  Society — Register.  April  to  Decem- 
ber, 1874. 

From  Francis  Lindsley — Morning  Herald,  New  York.  May,  1835. 
Vol.  I,  No.  1. 

From  the  New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society — Record. 
Vol.  V.,  No.  4.  Vol.  VI.,  No.  1. 

From  S.  E.  Staples — Programmes  of  Concerts  17th  Annual  Festi- 
val of  the  Worcester  County  Musical  Association.  1874. 

From  Amos  H.  Searfoss — Ancient  Bible :  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
and  the  whole  Book  of  Psalms  in  English  Metre,  by  Sternhold  & 
Hopkins.  London  :  1708-1709.  Upon  the  fly-leaf  is  recorded 
the  birth  of  children  of  Joseph  and  Mary  Hixon,  1752,  1768, 
maternal  ancestors  of  the  donor.  1  Vol. 

Washington's  Farewell  Address,  with  a  certificate  of  the  mem- 
bership of  Amos  Hixon  of  the  Township  of  Greenwich,  N.  J.,  in 
the  Washington  Benevolent  Society.  1813. 

From  D.  C.  Hickey — A  piece  of  the  Flag  of  the  C.  S.  A.,  used  on 
the  State  House,  Richmond,  Va. 

From  Charles  H.  Hart — Manuscript  Deed  from  James  Logan  of 
Philadelphia, 'to  Stephen  Crane,  Robert  Ogden  and  Ralph  Smith, 
for  land  in  Reading  and  Lebanon  Townships,  on  North  Branch  of 
Raritan.  June  10th,  1738. 

From Franklin,  Iowa,  Newspapers  containing  Church 

Reminiscences,  by  A.D.S.     Oct.  28th  and  November  7th,  1874. 

From  Guy  La  Tourette — A  Tour  in  Northern  New  Jersey.  1  Vol. 
12mo. 

From The  New  Jersey  Herald,  Dec.  30th,  ^Jan.  6th 

and  13th,  containing  articles,  Old  Times  along  the  Delaware,  and 
Old  Dutch  Churches. 

From  George  H.  Preble,  U.  S.  N. — A  complete  list  of  Vessels  in 
U.  S.  Navy;  1797  to  1874,  showing  the  Personelle,  Expenditures, 
&c. 

From  Robert  Clarke,  Cinn.,  Ohio — In  Memoriam  Samuel  S.  Fisher. 

From  the  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Historical  and  Philosophi- 
cal Society  of  Ohio.  1874.  Constitution,  By-Laws,  etc. 

From  Mrs.  Jacob  Van  Arsdale — Portrait  of  Rev.  Hooper  Gumming, 
formerly  of  Newark. 
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From  General  John  Watts  De  Pyester — Sketch  of  General  George  H. 
Thomas,  U.S.A.,  from  "  Representative  Men,"  and  Address  upon 
his  Life  and  Character  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
January  5th,  1875.  By  General  J.  W.  De  Pyester. 

La  Royale,  Part  VII.,  containing  Cumberland  Church,  or  the 
Heights  of  Farmville :  the  last  stricken  Field  of  the  A  rmy  of 
Northern  Virginia — with  Portraits  and  Maps.  100  copies  only 
printed. 


States  fnjm  tompnte*  an&  J)»pts. 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY  21st,   1875. 


ORIGIN  AND  SIGNIFICATION  OF  GEOGRAPHICAL  NAMES 
in  the  Counties  of  Monmouth  and  Ocean  and 

their  vicinity,  in  New  Jersey. 
Received  from  MR.   EDWIN  SALTER. 


MONMOUTH. 

Monmouth  County  was  established  March,  1683,  and  was  so 
named  by  Col.  Lewis  Morris,*  after  Monmouthshire,  England.  This 
county  in  turn  received  its  name  from  its  shire  town,  Monmouth, 
situted  at  the  junction  of  the  rivers  Wye  and  Monnow.  In  a  mod- 
ern notice  of  the  town  of  Monmouth,  England,  it  is  said  that  the 
name  is  derived  from  a  mountain  at  the  mouth  of  the  river — Mon 
Mouth,  Mountain  Mouth.  From  the  peculiar  and  picturesque  situa- 
tion of  the  town  this  would  seem  plausible,  but  older  authorities  give 
a  different  origin  to  the  name. 


*W.  A.  Whitehcad. 


SELECTIONS    FROM    CORRESPONDENCE.  19 

The  British  Encyclopedia,  speaking  of  its  being  situated  on  a 
tongue  of  land  between  the  Wye  and  Monnow  rivers,  says  the  name 
is  from  Monnow-mouth,  shortened  to  Mon-mouth.  And  this  is  con- 
firmed by  Leland,  a  very  ancient  English  writer,  who  is  endorsed  by 
Heath  in  his  interesting  description  of  Monmouthshire,  and  also  by 
the  Cambrian  Register.  Leland  says,  in  quaint,  ancient  orthography 
and  style : 

"  Monmouth  towne  ys  waulled  and  standeth  yn  the  diocese  of 
Hereford  between  ii  ry  vers  Wy  and  Mone  of  which  yt  taketh  name. 
Of  these  ii  ryvers  Wy  to  us  standeth  lower  and  Mone  higher." 

As  the  ancient  name  of  the  Monnow  seems  thus  to  have  been 
Mone,  and  as  the  town  is  at  the  mouth  of  this  river,  it  seems  reasona- 
ble that  Mon-mouth  is  from  Mone-mouth,  which,  says  an  ancient 
English  writer,  is  euphonia  gratia  Monmouth. 

COLT'S  NECK. 

Howe's  Historical  Collections  says  this  name  is  a  corruption  of 
Call's  Neck;  but  this  is  undoubtedly  erroneous.  The  name  was 
probably  derived  from  an  innkeeper's  sign  upon  which  was  painted 
the  old  crest  of  Mew  Jersey,  a  horse's  head  within  a  wreath.  Other 
places  in  our  State  have  been  known  by  innkeepers'  signs,  as  White 
Horse,  Black  Horse,  Red  Lion,  Blue  Ball,  &c. 

TINTON    FALLS. 

This  name  is  a  corruption  of  Tintern,  after  which  place  in  Mon- 
mouthshire, England,  famous  for  its  abbey,  it  was  named.*  Heath's 
Monmouthshire  gives  an  interesting  sketch  of  this  famed  abbey. 

ALLENTOWN. 

Probably  after  Chief  Justice  William  Allen  of  Pennsylvania, 
after  whom  Allentown,  Pa.,  was  named.  Mr.  Allen  was  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  the  Penn  family,  from  whom  he  derived  large  grants  of 
land.  G-ov.  John  Penn  married  his  daughter.  His  son,  James  Allen 
of  Philadelphia,  became  heir  to  his  estate.  This  Allen  family  was 
interested  in  land  enterprises  in  New  Jersey. f 

*  W.  A.  Whitehead.  \ Pennsylvania  Histories. 
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NAVESINK. 

Of  Indian  origin,  meaning  high  land  between  waters.* 

EATONTOWN. 

After  John  Eaton,  an  early  settler,  f 

SHREWSBURY. 

This  name  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  means  "  a  city  near 
which  were  many  shrubs.  "J 

BARNEGAT — Ocean  County. 

This  name  is  of  Dutch  origin  and  originally  written  Barende-gat, 
meaning  "  breakers'  inlet,"  corrupted  to  Barndegat  and  finally  to 
Barnegat.|| 

TOM'S  RIVER — Ocean  County. 

One  tradition  says  that  this  place  was  named  after  a  noted  Indian 
named  Tom  who  lived  on  an  island  in  the  river.  This  is  probably 
incorrect,  as  Indian  Tom  was  living  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  land  records  show  the  place  was  named  Toms  River  fifty 
years  before  (1727). 

Another  more  probable  tradition  is  that  it  was  named  after  Capt. 
William  Tom,  who  came  to  this  country  with  the  English  expedition 
that  conquered  the  Dutch  in  1664.  He  located  on  the  Delaware  in 
the  fall  of  this  year,  and  was  subsequently  appointed  to  various  offices 
of  trust,  among  them  that  of  land  agent  and  collector  of  quit  rents 
from  falls  of  the  Delaware  (near  Trenton)  to  Cape  May.  In  collecting 
land  rents  and  searching  for  eligible  places  for  settlers  to  locate,  it  is 
said  he  visited  the  stream  now  known  as  Toms  River  and  induced 
the  first  English  settlers  to  locate  there,  and  they  called  the  place 
after  him.  Captain  William  Tom  seems  to  have  been  a  trustworthy, 
energetic  man,  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Governors  Nicholls. 

*Webster.  \  Webster. 

f  Gov.  Parker's  Address,  Howe's  Collections,  &c.       ||  Brodhead's  New  York. 
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Lovelace  and  Andros,  of  John  Fenwick,  the  noted   proprietor,  and 
of  the  Dutch,  Swedes,  English  and  Indians.* 

DOVER — Ocean  County. 

The  name  of  this  Township  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin,  and  means 
a  ferry,  f 

MANNAHAUKIN — Ocean  County. 
Of  Indian  origin,  said  to  mean  good  corn  land.J 

WEST  CREEK — Ocean  County. 

Of  Indian  origin,  probably  from  Weos-conck  or  Waus-conk,  a 
place  to  get  meat  or  eatables.§  In  old  maps  the  name  is  variously 
given  as  Wesconk,  Wisconk,  Westecunk,  &c.,  and  finally  settled  to 
West  Creek.  The  Indians  from  "West  Jersey  resorted  here  for 
oysters,  clams,  fish,  wild  fowl,  &c. 

NEW  EGYPT — Ocean  County. 

Tradition  says  that  an  old  settler  named  Cowperthwaite  Kimmons 
owned  a  mill  here  and  raised  much  corn,  on  which  account  people  at 
a  distance  jokingly  called  the  place  New  Egypt.  || 

HOWELL — Monmouth  County. 

This  Township  was  set  off  from  Shrewsbury  in  1801,  the  last  year 
that  Richard  Howell  was  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  was  proba- 
bly named  in  compliment  to  him. 

SQUAN MANASQUAN. 

Howe's  Historical  Collections  (page  512)  says:  "Manasquan, 
an  enclosure  with  a  house  therein ;  perhaps  a  fort  or  place  of  defence 
on  this  (Manasquan)  river." 

Squan  is  also  a  New  England  geographical  name  of  Indian  origin. 
May  it  not  be  derived  from  Squaw-on,  "  women's  place  ?"  The  Indi- 

*  Hazard's  Annals  of  Pennsylvania  has  various  quotations  from  early  records 
regarding  Captain  Tom. 

f  Arthur  on  Sirnames,  "Webster,  &c.      \  Gordon,  Schoolcraft,  Tradition,  Ac. 
§  See  Schoolcraft.  ||  Hon.  James  Cowperthwaite,  New  Egypt. 
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ans  when  starting  on  the  war  path  would  be  likely  to  leave  their 
squaws  and  children  in  "  an  enclosure  with  a  house  therein"  as  some 
sort  of  protection  against  enemies  in  their  absence.  If  this  sugges- 
tion of  the  origin  of  the  name  Squan  is  correct,  then  Mana-squan 
probably  signified  "  an  island  with  an  enclosure  for  squaws/'  About 
the  time  of  the  first  settlements  made  by  the  Swedes  and  Dutch  in 
West  Jersey,  the  New  Jersey  Indians  were  occasionally  harassed 
by  raids  made  by  other  tribes,  in  consequence  of  which  they  would 
probably  look  out  for  some  comparatively  safe  retreat  for  their  women 
and  children.  The  Indians  in  West  Jersey  were  well  acquainted 
with  the  various  paths  to  the  sea  shore,  and  as  their  enemies  usually 
attacked  them  in  their  villages  near  the  Delaware,  it  would  be  natu- 
ral for  them  to  send  their  families  to  their  familiar  resorts  near  the 
sea  shore  for  safety. 

RARITAN CHINGORORA. 

Thomas  Gordon  in  Historical  Collections  of  New  Jersey  (page 
512)  says  Raritan  means  Forked  River.  This  explanation  of  the 
origin  of  the  name  is  not  satisfactory  for  several  reasons.  Accord- 
ing to  Reichel  in  his  paper  before  the  Moravian  Historical  Society, 
1872,  based  on  Zeisberger,  Heckwelder  and  other  authorities,  the 
Indian  word  for  forked  was  lechan,  and  for  river  or  stream  hanne. 
The  Salem  Interpreter  in  Lossing  says  the  Delaware  word  for  river 
was  kitt-hanning  or  ket-hanning.  Hanning  is  evidently  the  hanne  of 
Heckwelder,  and  kit  means  large  or  main  (Reichel,  p.  247).  Beside 
the  fact  that  it  seems  improbable  that  the  name  Raritan  is  a  corrup- 
tion of  Lechan-hanne  or  Lechan-nanning  the  Indian  words  for  Forked 
River,  there  seems  to  be  no  good  reason  why  the  Raritan  should  be 
especially  called  "  a  forked  river."  Again,  it  is  well  known  that  the 
last  syllable  of  the  name  Rari&w  signifies  place  or  locality.  Is  it 
not  more  probable  that  the  name  Raritan  is  a  corruption,  for  euphony, 
of  Rutte-an,  a  destroyed  place?  The  New  York  Colonial  Records 
inform  us  that  about  the  time  of  the  coming  of  the  whites,  the  Indi- 
ans had  settlements  along  what  is  now  known  as  Raritan  bay,  but 
they  were  compelled  to  abandon  them  because  every  spring  their 
country  was  flooded,  destroying  their  maize  and  doing  other  injury. 
And  if  Rari  is  a  corruption  of  Rutte,  then  rora  in  Chingo-rora,  the 
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Indian  name  for  the  vicinity  of  Keyport,  is  probably  of  the  same 
origin.  Chingo  means  where,  what,  when,  &c.,  and  hence  Chingo- 
rora  "  where  destroyed'' — substantially  "  where  the  locality  is  that 
was  destroyed,"  The  Indians  in  this  locality  had  their  maize  stored 
in  holes  under  ground,  which  the  freshets  spoiled  and  probably  made 
their  wigwams  unfit  for  habitations.* 

WAACKAACK — wAYCAKE. — Monmouth  County. 

This  name  possibly  may  be  of  the  same  origin  as  Wachachkeek  in 
New  York  State.  A  tradition  in  that  vicinity  says  the  name  means 
"  house  land."  Dr.  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  the  learned  New  York  his- 
torian, says  of  this  place,  one  of  the  plains  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  that 
the  name  signifies  "  hilly  land"  or  "high  land,"  from  wachon,  a  hill, 
and  keag.\  In  same  magazine,  page  45,  another  correspondent  says 
kaack  means  goose,  and  the  Salem  Interpreter  in  Lossing's  Record 
says  the  Indian  word  for  goose  was  rahake,  substantially  the  same. 
This  would  lead  to  the  supposition  that  "Waackaack  might  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  ock  kaack,  a  place  for  geese  or  wild  geese. 

Among  the  first  whites  who  regularly  visited  the  shores  of  old 
Monmouth,  were  men  employed  by  the  noted  Dutch  patroon,  Van 
Rensellaer.J  Is  it  not  possible  that  some  of  these  Dutch  may  have 
named  the  place  after  Wachachkeek,  N.Y.,  and  that  the  name  proba- 
bly signifies  a  place  for  wild  geese  ?  Campanius  says  the  Indian 
word  for  goose  was  Hack  or  Cahack,  and  De  Laet  gives  it  as  Cia- 
hack. 

CINNAMINSON — Burlington  County. 

A  correspondent  of  Historical  Record  (Vol.  I.  p.  313,)  says  there 
are  many  places  of  this  name  in  the  United  States,  and  asks  the 
meaning.  In  reply  another  correspondent  says  : 

"  The  word  cinna  signifies  stone ;  minshee  is  tree,  and  cinna  min- 
shee  means  stone  tree.  This  name  the  Indians  applied  to  the  sugar 

*For  Rutte  hock,  burned  or  destroyed  land,  see  Lossing's  Hist.  Rec.,  July, 
1872,  p.  310 ;  Matta-rutti,  good  for  nothing,  according  to  Campanius,  &c. 
fHist.  Mag.,  1859.  p.  367. 

£See  W.  A.  Whitehead's  reference  to  "A  voyage  to  Navesink  by  Mr.  Krieges 
Grovert  Lookermans  and  others  in  the  Company's  yacht,  1663." 
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maple  tree,  probably  because  the  sap  on  being  boiled  became  hard. 
Sinne  was  not  only  intended  for  stone  but  oftentimes  for  hard ;  for 
instance,  a  person  hard  to  deal  with  is  called  Achsinne.* 

This  explanation  will  hardly  answer  for  the  New  Jersey  Cinna- 
minson.  Cinna  or  Sinne,  it  is  quite  certain,  means  stone.  But  as  to 
the  sugar  maple  it  was  unknown  to  the  Indians  of  this  section.  For 
"  tree"  the  Delaware  word  was  hittock,  as  stated  in  Salem  Interpre 
ter,  and  hitteocke  according  to  De  Lact ;  others  give  it  as  hittoke — 
all  three  substantially  the  same.  It  is  therefore  decidedly  improba- 
ble that  the  sugar  maple  had  anything  to  do  with  giving  the  name. 
Is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  name  originally  was  cinna-minna-on, 
"the  stone  island  place,"  the  letter  "  s  "  thrown  in  for  euphony? 
Hard  stones,  such  as  the  Indians  used  for  their  rude  tools,  were 
scarce  in  South  Jersey,  and  any  locality  where  they  could  be  found 
would  be  noted.  Might  not  the  name  have  been  applied  to  the 
islands  or  flats  in  the  Delaware  near  Trenton,  once  and  perhaps  still 
noted  for  cobble  stones  and  the  name  transferred  by  the  whites  to  a 
locality  farther  down  the  river  than  the  Indians  intended  ?  It  is  true 
that  in  years  gone  by  the  upper  part  of  the  Delaware  river  has  frozen 
over  and  in  shoal  places  the  ice  has  imbedded  stones,  and  spring 
freshets  have  brought  down  huge  cakes,  some  of  which  have  drifted 
ashore  and  deposited  stones  brought  from  a  long  distance.  In  Iowa 
the  noted  Wall  Lake  receives  its  name  from  stone  deposited  like  a 
wall  in  some  places  on  its  bank  in  successive  years,  layer  after  layer, 
by  ice.  It  is  barely  possible  that  stones  may  have  thus  been  stranded 
near  what  is  now  known  as  Cinnaminson — if  so,  it  would  have  been 
to  the  Indians  a  marked  locality.  But  it  is  more  probable  that  the 
name  was  given  to  the  little  island  further  up  the  river. 

The  discussions  in  various  periodicals  as  to  the  signification  of  the 
name  Manhattan,  have  pretty  well  established  the  fact  that  among 
the  Delawares  mono,  or  minna  means  island.  The  Indian  word  for 
place  is  variously  given  as  on,  onk,  ong,  ank,  anke,  &c. 

In  the  quotation  above  made  from  the  Historical  Magazine,  it  is 
stated  that  minshee  means  tree ;  this  was  probably  on  the  authority 
of  the  Moravian  missionaries,  Zeisberger  and  Heckwelder.  These 

*M.  S.  H.  in.  His.  Mag.,  Vol.  II.  p.  26. 
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men  not  only  traveled  among  the  Delawares,  but  also  among  the 
Menomonees,  and  in  giving  the  meaning  of  Indian  names  they  seem 
sometimes  to  have  confounded  the  two,  as  in  this  case,  as  minshee 
was  not  the  Delaware  word  for  tree,  but  was  the  Menomonee  word. 
Mr.  Cummings,  the  Indian  Agent,*  gives  the  Menomonee  word  for 
tree  at  the  present  day  as  me-an-shah — substantially  the  minshee  of 
the  Moravians  of  the  last  century. f 

MATAWAN MATAVAN MATTEAWAN. 

A  tradition  in  the  vicinity  of  Matteawan,  Dutchess  County,  New 
York,  says  Matawan  means  "  good  furs."  Moulton  and  Spafford  say 
it  means  "  highlands."  Schoolcraft  in  a  paper  read  before  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  expresses  the  opinion  that  the  name  is  from 
metai,  a  magician,  and  wian  or  wyaun,  a  skin,  and  Matawan  originally 
meant  in  substance  "a  charmed  skin;"  and  Schoolcraft's  opinion  is 
accepted  by  Brodhead  in  his  History  of  New  York. 

In  regard  to  Schoolcraft  as  authority  for  the  signification  of  geo- 
graphical names  of  Indian  origin,  the  chief  fault  found  with  him  by 
critics  has  been  that  instead  of  giving  the  most  simple,  evident  origin 
of  names,  he  will  labor  hard  to  find  poetical  or  fanciful  meanings,  as 
witness  his  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  names  Niagara,  Manhat- 
tan, Shawmut,  &c.,  and  the  criticisms  thereon  in  Historical  Magazine, 
Lossing's  Historical  Record,  &c.  In  explaining  the  signification  of 
Matawan  may  he  not  again  be  straining  a  point  ? 

Mata  or  Matla  is  a  well  known  Delaware  negative  word,  signifying 
no,  not,  nothing,  not  good,  bad.| 

The  above  mentioned  Salem  Interpreter  says  the  Indian  word  for 
a  dressed  skin  was  Jiay^  and  for  undressed  skin  Hayes,  as  does  Cam- 
panius,  which  does  not  correspond  with  Schoolcraft.  Is  it  not  possi- 

*Schoolcraft's  Archives. 

fCalvin,  the  educated  Delaware  Indian,  informed  Mr.  Samuel  Allinson  that 
Cinnaminson  meant  "  the  place  of  tangled  roots." — ED. 

JSee  Gabriel  Thomas'  History  of  West  Jersey.    Indian  Interpreter  from 
Salem  Records  in  Lossing's  Hast.  Rec.  July,  1872.    Reichel's  paper  on  origin  of 
Indian  geographical  names,  read  before  Moravian  Hist.  Soc.  1872.     Campanius' 
New  Sweden,  &c. 
4 
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ble  that  wian,  wyaun,  or  wan  may  mean  a  skin  used  only  for  the 
special  purpose  of  a  kind  of  coat,  being  thrown  on  the  shoulders  by 
the  Indians  ? 

The  "Salem  Interpreter"  defines  Aquewan  as  a  coat  or  woolen 
cloak.  As  to  aque  in  this  connection,  I  find  no  reasonable  interpreta- 
tion, unless  from  this  word  in  use  by  the  Delawares  in  Maryland, 
who  used  it  to  signify  "under"  or  "between;"*  and  it  may  have 
been  used  to  designate  the  cheap  match  coats  which  the  whites  sold 
the  Indians,  and  which  might  at  times  have  been  worn  under  the 
wian  or  dressed  skin. 

Mr.  Cummings,  Indian  Agent,  in  Schoolcraft's  Indian  Archives, 
Vol.  II.,  says  the  modern  Delaware  word  for  coat  is  shah-ko-qitee-yun. 
Quee-yun,  the  word  used  by  the  Delawares  at  present,  is  probably 
the  wian  of  two  centuries  ago.  As  to  shah-ko,  is  it  the  same  as 
Zeisberger  renders  scha-cha,  signifiying  straight?  (Shah  ko-quee-yun 
— straight  coat  ?) 

After  the  coming  of  the  whites  the  demands  of  their  trade  made 
it  an  object  to  the  Indians  to  secure  furs  of  beavers,  minks,  otters, 
and  other  small  animals  for  traffic,  but  for  the  use  of  the  Indians 
themselves,  the  skins  of  larger  animals  like  the  deer  and  bear  were 
of  much  more  importance,  and  hence  at  proper  seasons  they  felt  it 
important  to  seek  localities  where  they  could  secure  for  clothing, 
wigwam  use,  &c.,  the  skins  of  larger  animals  essential  to  their  wants. 
And  in  many  localities  where  could  be  found  many  small  animals 
like  beavers,  otters,  &c.,  to  give  "  good  furs"  for  the  white  man's 
trade,  as  may  have  been  the  case  at  Matteawan,  N.  Y.,  and  Mata- 
wan,  N.  J.,  there  might  have  been  in  these  places  no  larger  animals 
to  furnish  their  wyauns  or  wans,  and  hence  they  might  term  such 
places  matta-wian  or  matta-wan — no  place  to  get  skins  for  clothing, 
or  as  some  might  express  it,  a  poor  hunting  place. 

*See  Aquia,  Ac.,  in  Reichel,  p.  276. 
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AN  INTERESTING  MEMENTO  OF  MAJOR  ANDRE, 
READ  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  BY  MR.  WILLIAM  NELSON. 


Perhaps  no  one  incident  of  the  American  Revolution  excited  a 
profounder  or  more  tender  interest  among  the  partisans  of  both  the 
contending  Nations,  than  the  capture  and  subsequent  ignominious 
death  as  a  spy  (at  Tappan,  N.  Y.,  a  few  hundred  yards  north  of  the 
New  Jersey  boundary  line,  October  2d,  1780,)  of  the  gallant  and 
accomplished  young  Major  John  Andre,  the  Adjutant-General  of 
the  British  army.  The  century  that  has  since  well-nigh  elapsed  has 
not  lessened  the  interest  in  that  tragic  event,  but  has  rather,  indeed, 
served  to  intensify  the  sympathetic  emotions  with  which  we  read  of 
his  untimely  fate,  while  we  almost  wonder  now  that  the  exigencies 
of  war  should  have  then  seemed  so  urgent  as  to  require  the  summa- 
ry taking  of  that  chivalric  young  life,  so  full  of  promise  of  great 
renown.  The  principal  facts  of  his  life  and  death  and  place  of  burial 
are  familiar  to  every  schoolboy.  The  circumstances  of  the  removal 
of  the  remains,  forty  years  after  interment,  are  not  so  well  known, 
and  of  that  event  we  have  an  interesting  memento  here  to-day. 

Two  sisters  of  Major  Andre  having  interested  themselves  to  secure 
the  transfer  of  the  remains  to  England,  in  1821  the  British  Govern- 
ment took  measures  to  comply  with  their  affectionate  desire.  In 
August  of  that  year  a  British  man-of-war  arrived  in  the  Hudson 
river,  with  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  (uncle  of  the  pres- 
ent Queen  Victoria)  on  board.  The  British  Consul  at  New  York, 
Mr.  J.  Buchanan,  joined  his  distinguished  visitor,  and  the  vessel 
sailed  up  to  Tappan,  where  the  Duke  of  York,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Capt. 
Paul,  commander  of  the  ship,  went  ashore  and  repaired  to  the  lonely 
grave  of  the  young  soldier  who  had  died  such  a  melancholy  death  in 
the  service  of  his  King.  The  owner  of  the  surrounding  farm  at  the 
time  was  the  Rev.  John  Demarest,  a  clergyman  of  the  Reformed 
Protestant  Dutch  Church  at  Tappan.  He  treated  his  distinguished 
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guests  with  the  courtesy  due  to  their  social  and  official  station,  and 
with  the  sympathetic  consideration  which  their  humane  mission  de- 
served. The  solitary  cedar  tree  that  grew  above  the  resting-place 
of  the  gallant  and  unfortunate  young  soldier,  forming  his  only  visible 
monument,  was  removed,  and  the  grave  opened.  The  skeleton  was 
found  intact,  but  strange  to  say,  the  roots  of  the  cedar  had  penetra- 
ted to  the  skull  and  twined  themselves  among  the  bones.  The  re- 
mains having  been  exhumed  with  pious  care,  were  transferred  to  the 
British  vessel,  whither,  also,  was  taken  the  greater  part  of  the  cedar 
tree,  which  found  its  way,  in  minute  fragments,  into  hundreds  of  noble 
British  homes,  as  a  souvenir  of  the  lamented  young  Andre".  On  the 
arrival  of  the  precious  freight  in  England,  the  sisters  of  the  deceased, 
hearing  of  the  marked  kindness  shown  by  Mr.  Demarest,  were  anx- 
ious that  he  should  receive  some  testimonial  of  esteem  in  behalf  of 
the  friends  of  their  brother.  The  Duke  of  York,  with  that  kindness 
which  ever  characterized  his  conduct,  at  once  took  it  upon  himself  to 
see  that  this  was  done,  and  wrote  to  Mr.  Demarest,  stating  the  wishes 
of  those  interested,  and  proposing  to  send  him  a  solid  silver  com- 
munion service,  if  agreeable.  To  this  the  reply  of  the  unpretending 
Dutchman  was  that  an  English  communion  service  would  probably 
be  out  of  place  in  a  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  Church  in  America, 
and  that  a  simpler  gift  would  be  quite  as  acceptable  if  His  Royal 
Highness  insisted  upon  sending  any.  In  due  time  there  came  from 
England  through  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Demarest,  a  snuff-box,  which 
merits  a  full  description. 

This  box  is  round,  just  three  inches  in  diameter  externally,  where 
the  lid  and  bottom  join,  and  two  and  a  half  inches  internal  diameter  ; 
the  cover  and  lid  bevel  outward  from  the  joint,  so  that  the  extreme 
diameter  across  the  top  or  bottom  is  three  and  a  half  inches;  it  is  an 
inch  and  an  eighth  in  thickness,  the  lid  being  slightly  rounded  on  top ; 
the  snuff  receptacle  is  five-eighths  of  an  inch  deep,  and  the  lid,  which 
fits  over  it  (without  a  hinge),  is  three- sixteenths  of  an  inch  deep. 
The  box  is  lined  with  gold,  the  inlaying  of  the  precious  metal  being 
very  thick.  The  box  itself  is  of  wood,  of  the  identical  cedar  that 
grew  over  Andre's  grave,  and  which  for  years  had  drawn  nourish- 
ment from  his  ashes.  The  wood  shows  the  heart  of  the  tree, 
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and  is  exquisitely  polished.  It  shows,  moreover,  in  the  lid,  a  bit  of 
bullet  which  had  been  buried  in  the  tree  many  years  before  the  cedar 
was  removed,  and  which  had  marred  the  symmetry  of  its  growth  on 
that  side,  and  caused  a  sort  of  cicatrice  in  the  efforts  of  nature  to 
close  the  wound.  The  shrinkage  of  the  wood  of  the  lid  has  made  a 
slight  fissure  on  one  side.  On  the  inside  of  the  lid,  on  the  golden 
lining,  is  the  following  inscription,  exquisitely  engraved  : 


HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

tlit  ,ItaJtf  of  f|orfe 
TO    MARK    HIS    SENSE 

if  the  Vif r. :»! oh 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  removal 
OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  THE  LATE 


AT  TAPPAtf 
1   the  lOth  August 

_1821_ 

•••_••« 

The  box  is  enclosed  in  a  neat  and  substantial  crimson  morocco 
case  lined  with  white  satin,  just  as  it  was  sent  over,  more  than  half 
a  century  ago. 

This  interesting  memento  of  the  Revolution,  of  a  gallant  young 
soldier's  sad  fate,  and  of  Royal  gratitude,  is  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Jas. 
I.  Blauvelt,  of  Paterson,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John  Demarest,  (now 
deceased,)  who  was  present  at  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  Andre", 
and  from  whom  the  incidents  connected  therewith,  as  related  above, 
have  been  obtained.  She  was  once  offered  One  Hundred  Dollars 
for  the  souvenir,  but  in  vain.  It  is  too  highly  prized  by  her  and  her 
family  to  be  lightly  parted  with,  and  this  is  probably  the  first  occasion 
on  which  it  has  ever  been  out  of  the  immediate  possesion  of  the 
family— a  compliment  to  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  which  will 

doubtless  be  appreciated. 

WILLIAM  NELSON. 
Paterson.  N.  /.,  Jan.  20th,  1875. 
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THE  TREATMENT  of  the  aborigines  of  our  country  by  the  early  set- 
tlers and  their  immediate  descendants,  is  a  matter  which  necessarily 
occupies  the  attention  of  the  historian,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  when  he 
can  dwell  upon  evidences  of  justice  and  generous  kindness  on  the 
part  of  the  Europeans,  and  of  amity  and  hospitality  on  that  of  the  Indi- 
ans. To  such  mutual  friendship  and  courtesy,  continued  through 
the  whole  intercourse  of  the  parties,  perhaps  no  State  in  the  Union 
can  revert  with  more  satisfaction  than  New  Jersey.  And  though 
the  Indian  is  now  to  us  a  vanished  race,  it  is  felt  to  be  owing  to 
causes  which  our  ancestors  could  not  control — to  the  adherence  by 
the  aborigines  to  the  tribal  fee  of  land  and  savage  modes  of  subsist- 
ence, and  their  consequent  disinclination  for  patient  labor.  It  is  de- 
sirable to  perpetuate  a  knowledge  of  the  kindly  relations  which  sub- 
sisted, if  only  as  another  proof  that  hostility  is  not  a  necessary  state 
between  comparatively  rude  and  civilized  inhabitants  of  the  same 
territory. 

A  document  has  come  into  my  possession,  from  among  the  papers 
of  Samuel  Smith,  the  historian  of  New  Jersey,  the  constitution  of 
" The  New  Jersey  Association  for  helping  the  Indians;"  to  which 
"on  the  16th  day  of  the  month  called  April,  1757,''  the  names  of 
the  following  "  Friends"  were  signed,  as  members  and  contributors : 
Daniel  Smith,  £20 ;  Samuel  Smith,  £20  ;  John  Smith,  £50  ;  Joshua 
Raper,  £6  ;  Joseph  Noble,  £5  8s. ;  Edward  Cathrall,  £5.8  ;  Will- 
iam Heulings,  £5  ;  Elizabeth  Smith,  £16;  Richard  Smith,  £5 ; 
Thomas  Wetherill,  £4 ;  William  Hartshorne,  £3  ;  Jonathan  Smith, 
£3  ;  John  Hoskins,  £2 ;  Hannah  Hartshorne,  £4.9  ;  Daniel  Smith, 
Jr.,  £5 ;  Scamon  Rodman,  £5 ;  Samuel  Rodman,  £5 ;  Patience 
Clews,  £1 ;  John  Woolman,  £6. 
5 
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The  motto  adopted  by  the  Society,  a  very  appropriate  one,  is  from 
Isaiah  LVIII.  6,  7  and  9.  "  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen? 
*  *  *  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry  and  that  thou  bring  the 
poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house  ?  When  thou  seest  the  naked 
that  thou  cover  him  *  *  *  then  shalt  thou  call  and  the  Lord 
shall  answer,  thou  shalt  cry  and  he  shall  say,  '  Here  I  am.'  " 

The  preamble  sets  forth  as  "a  Truth  fresh  in  the  memory  of  sev- 
eral yet  living,  as  well  as  evidenced  by  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
the  first  settlers  in  general,  that  the  native  Indians  of  New  Jersey 
were  remarkably  kind  to  them,  not  only  suffering  them  to  sit  down 
and  improve  their  possessions  quietly  (for  which  the  Indians  had  a 
consideration),  but  voluntarily  administering  to  their  frequent  neces- 
sities, when  they  could  expect  no  reward,  and  when,  without  their 
assistance,  some  of  the  first  settlers  must  have  suffered  exceedingly; 
and  this  too  at  a  time  when  there  were  many  hundreds  of  them  to 
one  White,  and  had  they  been  disposed  to  crush  the  growing  settle- 
ment, according  to  the  outward  appearance  of  things,  nothing  could 
have  been  easier.  But  so  far  were  they  from  thoughts  of  that  kind 
that  they  promoted  the  welfare  of  the  Whites  in  almost  every  in- 
stance where  it  was  in  their  power,  cherished  them  through  many 
distressing  intervals,  and  greatly  contributed,  under  Providence,  to 
render  an  otherwise  inhospitable  wilderness,  pleasant  to  the  European 
strangers.  Considering  therefore  the  scattered  situation  of  their 
posterity  and  the  real  wretchedness  in  which  many  of  them  are  in- 
volved through  their  own  bad  conduct,  and  in  part  for  want  of  a 
proper  place  of  residence,  where  they  might  live  comfortably  to- 
gether, and  by  hunting  and  fishing  and  what  they  could  raise  out  of 
the  earth,  support  themselves  in  a  nKjre  convenient  and  reputable 
manner  than  they  have  hitherto  done,  we  are  desirous  to  procure  a 
suitable  homestead  for  the  tribe.  This  in  some  instances  might  have 
the  desired  effect,  but  if  it  should  not  be  the  case,  gratitude  to  the 
natural  and  original  proprietors  of  the  soil  whereon  we  reside,  who 
treated  our  predecessors  with  such  a  distinguished  regard,  and  to 
whose  justice  and  indulgence  then  many  families,  under  Providence, 
have  reason  to  acknowledge  ^their  well  being  now,  seems  to  demand 
some  lasting  testimonial  of  our  respect  to  their  posterity,  and  that, 
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not  only  for  the  treatment  our  ancestors  then  met  with,  but  for  the 
prudential  reasons  of  engaging  them  by  some  public  act  of  Christian 
benevolence,  to  continue  unshaken  in  their  friendship  to  the  English, 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  way  of  danger  or  of  being  seduced  by 
rambling  abroad,  and  to  exhibit  to  other  nations  of  Indians  a  stand 
ing  memento  of  justice  and  kindness,  which  it  may  be  reasonably 
expected  will  have  a  strong  and  lasting  influence  on  their  Councils, 
and  conduce  to  the  advantage  of  us  and  ours  and  our  neighbors  for 
many  years  to  come.  At  a  time  therefore  when  our  brethren  of 
Pennsylvania,*  animated  by  the  like  charitable  motives,  are  showing 
their  regard  by  large  donations  in  favor  of  the  Indians  of  that  Prov- 
ince, for  the  reasons  above  and  others  of  considerable  importance, 
We  the  subscribers  do  mutually  agree  upon  the  following  Articles." 
The  first  article  provides  "  That  a  tract  of  about  Two  Thousand 
acres  of  the  best  land  that  can  be  got,  nigh  or  adjoining  the  Barrens 
in  the  counties  of  Monmouth,  Burlington  and  Gloucester,  in  New 
Jersey,  be  purchased  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  the  sub- 
scriptions are  completed."  By  the  second,  all  the  native  Indians  of 
Xew  Jersey  who  had  not  freeholds  already,  with  their  families  and  their 
posterity  forever,  were  to  be  entitled  to  settle  and  live  on  said  land  free 
of  rent.  The  affairs  of  the  Association  were  to  be  attended  to  by  six 
Managers  and  a  Treasurer,  to  be  annually  elected  by  the  subscribers, 
and  they  and  their  successors  were  to  serve  without  fee  or  reward. 


*This  refers  to  the  action  of  "  The  Friendly  Association  for  regaining  and 
preserving  peace  with  the  Indians  by  pacific  measures,"  founded  in  Philadel- 
phia in  1755.  When  Gov.  Morris  was  about  declaring  war  with  the  Delawares 
and  Shawanese,  these  "  Friends"  offered  "  cheerfully  to  contribute,  by  volun- 
tary grants,  a  much  larger  portion  of  their  estates  than  the  largest  taxes  of  a 
war  could  be  expected  to  require,  toward  the  obtaining  of  peace  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  unhappy  experience  of  the  most  martial  of  the  neighboring 
colonies,  had,  after  long  and  bloody  wars,  proved  it  must  at  last,  if  ever,  be  ob- 
tained," i.  e.,  by  just  purchase  of  lands,  protection  from  frauds,  and  considerate 
kindness.  Their  personal  efforts  with  influential  chiefs  and  with  the  govern- 
ment, their  wise  counsels  and  generous  presents  did  much  toward  effecting  the 
general  pacification  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  the 
consequent  withdrawal  of  the  French  from  the  Oliio.  Address  from  the  Asso- 
ciation to  Gov.  Denny,  1757.  Proud's  Hist,  of  Pa. 
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They  were  to  purchase  the  land,  have  the  oversight  of  the  resident 
Indians  and  keep  a  record  of  them,  order  their  respective  settle- 
ments, and  adjust  all  disputes  that  might  happen  among  them.  They 
were  directed,  prudently  to  discourage  intercourse  with  foreign  Indi- 
ans, and  to  prevent  such  from  settling  among  them.  The  deed  was 
to  be  taken  by  the  managers,  in  trust,  for  the  subscribers.  Any  sur- 
plus money  was  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  in 
building,  fencing,  stock  or  implements,  or  in  providing  schools.  For 
the  sake  of  preserving  harmony  and  concord,  membership  in  the 
Association  was  restricted  to  the  Society  of  Friends. 

No  evidence  has  come  to  my  knowledge  that  this  Association, 
with  such  praiseworthy  objects,  ever  went  into  operation.  Neither 
in  Smith's  History  of  New  Jersey,  nor  in  any  other  record,  do  I  find 
a  notice  of  it.  The  project  was  probably  found  in  its  development 
to  be  of  too  great  magnitude  for  private  enterprise  and  that  other 
important  objects  requiring  governmental  action  ought  to  be  con- 
nected with  it.  But  the  persons  engaged  in  the  work  were  not  ac- 
customed to  fail  in  a  good  cause,  and  their  generous  plan,  I  have  no 
doubt,  foreshadowed  and  was  merged  in  the  action  of  the  provincial 
government  the  ensuing  year. 

The  efforts  of  the  French  to  obtain  a  controlling  power  over  North 
America,  their  victory  over  the  English  near  Fort  Duquesne  and 
other  points  and  their  wide  spread  intrigues  with  the  Indians,  occa- 
sioned a  general  ferment  among  the  various  tribes,  affecting  portions 
of  those  residing  in  Pennsylvania  and  exciting  anxiety  and  alarm 
even  in  Northern  New  Jersey.  To  ascertain  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  remove  causes  for  dissatisfaction,  commissioners  were  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  Indians.  A  Treaty  was  held  at  Crosswicks*  early 
in  1756,  at  which  several  measures  were  discussed  and  mutually 
agreed  upon,  as  likely  to  promote  the  general  benefit  of  the  English 


*D.  Brainard  preached  at  the  Indian  village  of  Grossweeksung  in  1745-6, 
and  his  labors  were  blessed  by  a  remarkable  awakening  of  the  natives.  He 
numbered  his  congregation  March  26th,  1746,  and  found  130  old  and  young, 
15  or  20  being  absent.  Some  weeks  later  the  whole  body  moved  to  some  bet- 
ter lands  they  owned  near  Cranbury,  that  they  might  be  more  compact  for  wor- 
ship and  school,  and  attain  better  agricultural  results. 
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and  Indians.  A  law  was  passed  in  accordance  with  this  agreement 
by  the  Legislature  dated  March  31st,  1757,  restricting  the  sale  of 
all  intoxicating  drinks  to  Indians,  declaring  void  all  their  debts  and 
pawns  for  strong  drink,  and  all  bargains  any  part  of  the  consideration 
for  which  was  strong  drink* — forbidding  their  imprisonment  for  debt, 
and  the  setting  of  traps  of  steel  or  iron  weighing  more  than  three 
and  a  half  pounds.f  The  sale  of  Indian  lands  was  also  forbidden 
but  upon  careful  supervision  and  in  prescribed  forms,  and  on  reasona- 
ble terms.  Andrew  Johnston,  Richard  Saltar,  Charles  Read,  John 
Stevens  and  William  Foster,  Esqs.,  were  appointed  Commissioners 
to  inquire  into  the  Indian  claims  to  lands  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. This  actj  was  limited  to  two  years,  and  during  that  time  was 
to  be  read  in  every  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  in  the  Colony,  thus 
insuring  for  it  a  wide  publicity. 

On  the  21st,  22d  and  23d  of  2d  month  (February),  1758,  another 
treaty  was  held  at  Crosswicks,  whereof  public  and  timely  notice  was 
given  to  the  Indians,  in  which  Governor  Bernard  and  the  Commis- 
sioners above  named,  with  the  addition  of  Jacob  Spicer,  represented 
the  Colony,  and  Teedyuscung,  King  of  the  Delawares,  living  on  the 
Susquehanna,  and  George  Hopenyoke  of  the  same  place,  and  the 
Indians  inhabiting  New  Jersey,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  attended 
and  delivered  to  the  Commissioners  a  list  of  all  the  lands  they 
claimed,  twenty-five  different  tracts  (some  of  them  extensive  and 
indefinite),  and  released  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  divisions  of  New 
Jersey  and  the  purchasers  under  them,  all  lands  not  so  claimed. 
They  also  executed  a  power  of  attorney  to  Thomas  Store,  Moses 
Totami,  Stephen  Calvin,  Isaac  Stelle,  and  John  Pompshire,  Indian 

*  The  yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  held  at  Burlington  in  7th  mo.  1704  directed, 
that  "  If  any  among  us  do  sell,  barter  or  exchange,  directly  or  indirectly  to  the 
Indians,  any  Beer,  Brandy  or  other  spirits  or  strong  liquors,  it  being  contrary 
to  y8  ancient  care  Friends  have  had  of  those  poor  ignorant  heathen  people  and 
contrary  to  this  meeting's  testimony  against  it."  "Such  loose  disorderly 
walkers  "  should  be  labored  with,  and  if  not  reclaimed,  testified  against.  This  is 
an  early  testimony  in  oposition  to  the  rum  traffic. 

fTnis  was  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  deer. 
Laws  of  N.  J.,  Vol.  II.  p.  125. 
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natives,  constituting  them  a  committee  and  empowering  them  to  en- 
ter into  an  agreement  or  deed  of  sale  to  the  Commissioners  of  New 
Jersey.*  I  have  seen  an  original  letter  from  these  five  Indian  attor- 
nies,  now  in  the  possession  of  George  J.  Scattergood  of  Philadel- 
phia, to  "  Friend  Mr.  Israel  Pemberton,"  dated  8th  March,  1758, 
two  weeks  only  after  their  appointment.  In  good  set  form  they 
state  the  facts  of  their  case — the  Crosswicks  treaty,  their  own  ap- 
pointment, &c.,  and  add  "  as  we  find  we  are  not  able  to  transact  in 
deep  things  we  are  at  lost  what  to  do,  and  as  we  think  there  is  no 
other  way  to  know  our  just  rights  only  by  sarching  the  records  and 
deeds,  we  desire  an  oniest  friend  to  see  jestice  don,  and  which  we 
might  hope  to  obtain  by  your  interposition  and  assistance."  The 
counsel  of  this  honorable  friend  and  his  associates  probably  was  to 
ask  for  a  specified  tract  of  land  for  a  residence,  in  lieu  of  their  ex- 
tensive, though  uncertain  and  contested,  claims  of  unsold  territory. 
Such  at  least  was  their  request  at  the  next  meeting,  thus  carrying 
out  the  idea  of  the  "  New  Jersey  Association"  of  the  year  before. 

The  Indian  attorneys  and  a  number  of  their  prominent  constitu- 
ents, with  several  delegates  from  allied  tribes  in  Pennsylvania  who 
claimed  some  rights  in  the  soil  of  New  Jersey,  met  the  Colonial  Com- 
missioners in  conference  at  Burlington  on  the  9th  of  8th  month 
(August),  1758,  and  the  Indians  presented  a  proposition  in  writing, 
stating  that  they  were  desirous  that  a  tract  of  land  in  the  possession 
of  Benjamin  Springer,  in  the  township  of  Evesham  in  the  county  of 
Burlington,  should  be  purchased  for  the  habitation  of  the  Delaware 
Indians  living  south  of  the  Raritan,  for  which  they  unanimously  pro- 
posed and  agreed  to  release  all  the  rights  of  the  Indians  to  lands  in 
New  Jersey,  except  the  claim  of  Moses  Totami,  near  the  Raritan, 
and  such  lands  as  some  of  them  held  under  English  rights. 

By  a  law  passed  three  days  afterward,  f  the  Legislature  authorized 
the  Commissioners  to  carry  this  desire  into  effect  by  the  purchase  of 


*For  defraying  the  expenses  of  this  three  days'  treaty  of  the  Commissioners 
with  the  numerous  attending  Indians,  the  Legislature  subsequently  appropria- 
ted the  sum  of  £27.12  5d,  ($73.65.) 

fAUinson's  Laws  N.  J.,  p.  220. 
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a  convenient  tract,  "in  order  that  the  Indians  may  be  gratified  in 
this  particular,  and  that  they  may  have  always  in  their  view  a  lasting 
monument  of  the  justice  and  tenderness  of  this  colony  towards 
them/'  £1,600  Proclamation  money,  was  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  extinguishing  the  various  Indian  claims  in  the  Province,  ex- 
cepting the  right  of  hunting  and  of  fishing.  The  payment  for  claims 
south  of  the  Raritan  was  not  to  exceed  one-half  of  the  sum. 

The  law  also  provided  "  That  the  lands  to  be  purchased  for  the  Indi- 
ans as  aforesaid,  shall  not  hereafter  be  subject  to  any  tax."  "With  a 
questionable  morality,  upon  which,  with  all  their  faults,  the  present 
generation  of  legislators  has  improved,  three  lotteries  were  author- 
ized to  be  drawn  in  1759,  '60  and  '61,  to  raise  the  requisite  sum  of 
money,  without  burdening  the  inhabitants  with  added  taxation. 
They  were  to  be  regulated  as  to  blanks,  prizes,  deductions,  &c.,  "  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  as  the  public  lotteries  in  the  neighboring  colo- 
nies." The  province  itself  participated  as  an  adventurer  by  assum- 
ing all  the  unsold  tickets  in  each  scheme,  with  the  benefits  or  losses 
resulting  thereform.  Though  there  was  a  statute  against  unauthor- 
ized lottery  dealing,  the  Legislature  still  sanctioned  this  mode  of 
raising  funds  for  beneficent  purposes,  as  for  erecting  a  church,  building 
a  needful  bridge,  helping  Princeton  College,  or  enabling  a  popular 
citizen  to  liquidate  his  debts.  It  said  to  the  gambling  spirit  of  the 
times,  "  Thus  far,  no  further,  shalt  thou  go.':  But  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  the  preamble  of  a  very  stringent  enactment  of  a  few 
years  later  acknowledges  that  the  good  "  intentions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture in  previous  laws  had  been  frustrated." 

The  proposed  tract  in  Evesham  appears  to  have  been  promptly 
purchased.  The  deed  from  Benjamin  Springer  and  wife  bears  date 
August  29th,  1758.*  The  title  is  for  1038  acres  bought  of  Benjamin 
Moore,  and  for  three-fourths  of  two  tracts,  one  of  886,  and  the  other 
of  59  acres,  bought  of  Richard  Smith,  amounting  to  1983  acres, 
but  "found  to  contain  within  their  antient  lines,  on  a  more  accurate 
and  exact  survey,  3044  acres;"  showing  an  error  of  1061  acres  in 
the  early  measurements.  One  hundred  acres  were  excepted  and 

*Lib.  0.  of  Deeds,  p.  394,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
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were  to  be  run  off  at  a  designated  place,  leaving  2944  acres  for  the 
Indian  homestead.  £740  was  paid  to  Benjamin  Springer  and  £5  to 
his  wife. 

An  indenture,  now  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  bearing 
date  the  12th  of  September,  1758,  was  executed  at  Burlington  by 
Thomas  Store,  Moses  Totami,  Stephen  Calvin,  Isaac  Stelle  and  John 
Pompshire,  which  recites  the  preliminary  proceedings  at  Crosswicks, 
&c.,  and  in  consideration  of  the  home  purchased  at  Edge  Pillock, 
conveyed  to  Francis  Bernard,  Capt.  General  and  Governor,  and  to 
Andrew  Johnston,  Richard  Saltar,  Charles  Read,  John  Stevens, 
"William  Poster  and  Jacob  Spicer,  Commissioners  to  settle  Indian 
claims  in  New  Jersey,  all  that  part  of  the  tract  of  land,  called  New 
Jersey,  "  Beginning  at  the  mountain  of  Paoqualin  where  the  same 
joins  the  Delaware  River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  Ocean,  along 
the  sea  shore  at  low  water  mark  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rariton,  then 
up  the  middle  of  Rariton  River  to  the  falls  of  Laornetung,*  then  on 
a  strait  course  to  the  station  first  named,"  except  the  tract  at  Coaxin, 
settled  on  the  Indians,  and  about  four  acres  settled  on  Thomas  Store, 
some  lots  held  by  Indians  under  English  Rights,  and  the  claim  of 
Moses  Totami  on  the  south  branch  of  the  Raritan,  and  also  except- 
ing the  right,  so  often  referred  to  and  so  essential  to  the  Indian,  of 
hunting  in  all  unenclosed  grounds,  and  of  fishing  in  all  rivers  and 
bays. 

The  deed  was  signed  by  the  five  Attorneys  (Calvin  and  Pomp- 
shire  writing  their  own  names  and  the  others  making  marks),  ac- 
knowledged before  Judge  Imlay,  and  witnessed  by  "William  Tennent 
and  Robert  Gumming.  On  the  back  of  the  deed  is  a  memorandum 
dated  Easton,  24th  of  October,  1758,  acknowledging  satisfaction, 
signed  by  Teedyuscung,  "Wonawalechon  and  Tapiskowothoun,  wit- 
nessed by  several  Six  Nation  Chiefs  and  colonists. 

Thus  satisfactorily  closed  the  causes  for  difference  with  the  natives 
south  of  the  Raritan.  Arrangements  were  already  in  progress  by 
Governor  Bernard  for  holding  a  treaty  with  those  north  of  that 

*Elsewhere  called  Alaraatung  or  Alamatunk,  referred  to  in  Allinson's  Laws, 
]  759,  as  Allomatunck  "  in  the  Indian  language."  It  was  at  the  N.  E.  corner 
of  Hunterdon  County. 
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river  and  their  Indian  allies  in  Pennsylvania  and  New  York,  and  at 
a  conference  held  at  Burlington  on  the  7th  and  8th  of  8th 
month  (August),  1758,  the  Indian  orators  proposed  to  meet  at  the 
old  council  fire,  "  at  the  forks  of  the  Delaware,  the  next  full  moon 
after  this,"  alleging  that  if  held  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river, 
"  though  they  should  speak  loud,  the  distant  nations  could  not  hear 
on  account  of  the  roaring  water  between  them."  Gov.  Bernard, 
who  appears  to  have  been  sincerely  desirous  to  effect  a  lasting  peace 
with  the  Indians,  made  no  objection  to  this  fanciful  reasoning,  and 
assented  to  the  proposition.  A  general  conference  was  accordingly 
held  at  Easton,  the  minutes  of  which,  so  far  as  they  related  to  New 
Jersey,  with  the  principal  speeches  on  both  sides,  and  bearing  dates 
from  the  8th  to  the  26th  of  October,  1758,  are  published  at  large  in 
Smith's  History  of  New  Jersey.  The  general  pacification  of  the 
Indians  was  then  a  great  object  in  all  the  neighboring  colonies,  and 
the  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  with  six 
members  of  the  Council,  a  committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  a  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  principally  Friends,*  whose  presence 
was  desired  by  the  Indians,  Governor  Bernard  and  the  Commission- 
ers of  New  Jersey,  and  George  Croghan,  deputy  and  Indian  agent 
from  New  Yjork,  participated  in  the  proceedings.  More  than  500 
Indians,  nearly  half  of  whom,  however,  were  women  and  children, 
were  in  attendance,  representing  the  Six  Nations,  the  Delawares, 
Minisinks,  Wapings,  and  various  other  tribes.  The  treaty  resulted, 
as  was  hoped,  in  a  better  understanding  between  the  parties,  and  a 
strengthening  of  the  bonds  of  friendship.  A  confirmation  deed  of 
ceded  lands  in  Pennsylvania  was  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  the 
United  Nations,  and  handed  from  Indian  to  Indian  all  around  the 
house.  The  deed  for  New  Jersey  south  of  the  Raritan  was  ap- 
proved and  confirmed,  and  a  deed  for  all  the  remaining  land  in  New 
Jersey  was  executed  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Munsies,  Wapings  and 
Pomptons,  sixteen  in  number,  and  approved  by  chiefs  of  Six  Nations. 
Some  of  these  tribes  had  no  actual  claims  to  the  lands  of  the  Mun- 

*Teedyuscung  the  previous  year  declared  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
he  would  not  go  to  business  unless  the  Quakers  were  present.     Proud's  Hist. 
VoL  II.  p.  61  Appendix. 
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seys,  &c.,  in  New  Jersey.  Yet  when  the  latter  were  pushed  by  the 
rapid  ingress  of  settlers,  they  gradually  relinquished  their  domains 
and  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  Being  there  allowed,  perhaps  in- 
vited, to  share  the  territory  of  their  relatives,  they  were  in  tutelage 
and  acted  on  the  advice  of  their  '*  uncles." 

The  expressed  boundary  was  as  follows :  "Beginning  at  the  station 
point  between  the  Provinces  of  New  Jersey  and  New  York  at  the 
northerly  extremity  of  an  Indian  settlement  lying  on  Delaware 
River,  known  as  Casheitong,  about  32  miles  on  a  strait  line  from 
the  mouth  of  Mackhackomack,  near  Coles'  Fort,  thence  from  Cashei- 
tong, on  a  line  nearly  South  East,  thro'  Pinpack  to  the  drowned 
lands,  leaving  most  of  them  to  the  S."W. — thence  crossing  the  N.E. 
end  of  Mount  Eve,  to  the  mouth  of  Tappan  Creek  *  *  at  the 
North  or  Hudson's  Eiver,  down  said  river,  thro'  the  Narrows,  to 
Sandy  Hook,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Rariton — thence 
up  the  same  to  the  forks  thereof,  thence  up  the  north  branch  to  the 
falls  of  Alamatunk — then  on  a  strait  line  to  Poaqualin  mountain, 
where  it  joins  the  Delaware  River,  thence  up  said  river  to  Casheit- 
ong ;  which  said  lines  from  Sandy  Hook  to  Paoqualin  Mountain  are 
the  N.E.  Boundaries  of  the  tract  granted  by  the  Delaware  Indians 
to  Gov.  Bernard,  &c. — which  grant,  bearing  date  the  12th  of  Sep- 
tember last,  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed."*  As  a  consideration 
for  the  relinquishment  of  the  northern  claims,  Gov.  Bernard  paid  to 
the  Indians  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pieces  of  eight,  to  be  divided 
according  to  their  respective  rights.  Egohohoun,  a  Muncy  or  Mini- 
sink  Indian,  and  Aquawaton,  a  Waping  or  Pompton,  acknowledge 
on  the  back  of  the  deed  the  receipt  of  £375. 

Teedyuscung,  King  of  the  Delawares,  requested  for  an  aged  and 
infirm  "Waping  chief,  the  favor  of  a  horse  to  carry  him  home. 
Tagashata,  a  Seneca,  chief,  made  a  similar  request  for  himself,  both 
of  which  were  granted.  Thomas  King,  an  influential  Oneida  chief, 
also  desired  that  a  number  of  wagons  might  be  sent  as  far  as  Wyom- 
ing, where  they  had  left  their  canoes,  to  carry  such  as  were  net  able 
to  walk,  and  the  goods  which  had  been  given  them ;  also,  that  a 

*The  original  deed  is  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
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supply  of  provisions  might  be  put  in  the  wagons,  sufficient  to  serve 
them  till  they  got  to  their  respective  habitations.  He  reminded 
Teedyuscung  of  his  promise  to  return  some  white  prisoners,  which 
he  ought  to  have  performed,  adding,  "  lo  tell  lies,  does  not  become  a 
great  man ;  a,  great  man  always  keeps  his  word  and  performs  his 
promises."  With  mutual  expressions  of  good  will,  and  resolutions 
to  keep  bright  the  chain  of  friendship,  "  the  conferences  were  con- 
cluded with  great  satisfaction."* 

No  subsequent  controversy  arose  with  our  red  brethren,  and  at 
the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1769,f  attended  by  Governor  Frank- 
lin, the  Six  Nations  publicly  acknowledged  the  repeated  instances 
of  the  justice  of  the  province,  in  bringing  murderers  to  condign 
punishment,  declared  they  had  no  claim  whatever  upon  New  Jersey, 
and  in  the  most  solemn  manner  conferred  upon  her  the  name  Sagorig- 
wiyogstha — the  Great  Arbiter,  or  Doer  of  Justice. 

Teedyuscung  was  a  chief  of  such  parts  and  influence,  as  to  de- 
serve a  more  extended  notice.  He  was  born  near  Trenton  in  1705, 
but  for  many  years  resided  in  the  Wyoming  region,  to  which  he  ap- 
pears to  have  been  much  attached.  After  the  death  of  Tadame,  J  he 
was  elected  (1754)  King  of  the  Delawares.  He  keenly  felt  and 
fearlessly  exposed  on  several  occasions  the  wrongs  to  which  his  peo- 
ple were  subjected  by  the  cupidity  of  the  whites,  and  thus  incited 
the  hostility  of  the  Proprietary  party  in  Pennsylvania.  At  length, 
on  some  improper  conduct  and  menaces  of  a  young  man  from  North- 
ampton, named  Broadhead,  he  "  was  surprised  into  a  war  before  he 
could  think,"  and  in  his  own  expressive  language.  '•  he  struck  the 
English."  On  the  promised  redress  of  the  grievances,  he  was  soon 
pacified  and  heartily  joined  in  efforts  for  a  general  peace.  The  Six 

*  Since  writing  this  article  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  minutes 
of  the  Trustees  of  the  "  Friendly  Association,"  of  Philadelphia,  and  have  been 
struck  with  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  their  proceedings.  The  members 
who  attended  this  treaty  were  authorized  to  expend  to  the  amount  of  £500  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians. 

•{•Gordon's  History  of  N.  J.,  p.  152. 

JTadame  was  probably  the  King  of  the  Delawares.  living  on  the  Susquehanua, 
frequently  referred  to  by  Brainard  in  1745. 
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Nations  became  jealous  of  his  power  and  endeavored  to  degrade  him 
at  the  Easton  Treaty  of  1758.  His  violent  death  in  1763  was  at- 
tributed to  them. 

In  a  work  entitled,  "  An  Enquiry  into  the  causes  of  the  alienation 
of  the  Delawares  and  Shawanese  from  the  British  interest,"  pub- 
lished in  London  in  1759,  it  is  said  that  Teedyuscung  was  chosen 
King  by  several  tribes  on  the  Susquehanna,  on  the  commencement 
of  the  quarrel  between  England  and  Prance,  and  soon  found  himself 
at  the  head  of  a  considerable  body.  A  letter  from  a  Philadelphian, 
dated  December  llth,  1758  (quoted  in  the  work,  p.  183),  says  of  the 
Easton  Treaty  of  that  year,  "The  business  was  shamefully  delayed 
from  day  to  day,  which  the  minutes  are  calculated  to  screen,  but  it 
is  well  known  to  us  who  attended  that  the  time  was  spent  in  attempt- 
ing Teedyuscung's  downfall,  and  silencing  or  contradicting  the  com- 
plaints he  had  made ;  but  he  is  really  more  of  a  politician  than  any 
of  his  opponents,  in  or  out  of  our  Proprietary  council,  and  if  he 
could  be  kept  sober  might  probably  soon  become  Emperor  of  all  the 
neighboring  nations." 

An  anecdote  published  many  years  ago  of  Teedyuscung  is  too 
valuable  to  be  lost.  "  One  evening  he  was  sitting  at  the  fireside  of 
a  '  Friend.'  Both  of  them  were  silently  looking  at  the  fire  indulging 
their  own  reflections.  At  length  the  silence  was  broken  by  the 
Friend,  who  said,  '  I  will  tell  thee  what  I  have  been  thinking  of.  I 
have  been  thinking  of  a  rule  delivered  by  the  Author  of  the  Christ- 
ian religion,  which,  from  its  excellence,  we  call  the  Golden  Rule.' 
'  Stop,'  said  Teedyuscung,  '  don't  praise  it  to  me,  but  rather  tell  me 
what  it  is,  and  let  me  think  for  myself.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  tell 
me  of  its  excellence,  tell  me  what  it  is.'  '  It  is  for  one  man  to  do 
to  another  as  he  would  have  the  other  do  to  him.'  '  That's  impossi- 
ble. It  cannot  be  done,'  Teedyuscung  immediately  replied.  Silence 
again  ensued.  Teedyuscung  lighted  his  pipe  and  walked  about  the 
room.  In  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  he  came  to  his  friend  with 
smiling  countenance,  and  taking  the  pipe  from  his  mouth,  said, 
;  Brother,  I  have  been  thoughtful  of  what  you  told  me.  If  the 

*See  Miner's  Wyoming,  p.  47, 
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Great  Spirit  that  made  man  would  give  him  a  new  heart,  he  could  do 
as  you  say,  but  not  else.'  Thus  the  Indian  found  the  only  means  by 
which  man  can  fulfil  his  social  duties." 

In  the  volume  above  referred  to,  "  An  Enquiry,"  &c.,  (said  to 
have  been  written  by  Charles  Thompson,  afterwards  Secretary  of 
Congress,)  the  grievances  of  the  Indians  are  more  fully  stated  than 
I  have  found  elsewhere,  yet  with  apparent  truth  and  candor.  One 
complaint  made  by  the  Six  Nations  at  Lancaster  in  1756,  previously 
urged  by  Ohio  Indians,  and,  according  to  Benjamin  Chews'  private 
minutes  of  the  Easton  Treaty  of  1758,  repeated  there  by  Teedyus- 
cung,  was  probably  groundless — the  hanging  of  an  Indian  chief  in 
New  Jersey  for  an  accidental  murder.  Weequehelah,  a  Delaware 
Sachem,  who  in  1709  joined  the  provincial  forces  under  General 
Nicholson  for  the  reduction  of  Canada,  having  taken  offence  at  the 
purchase  from  other  Indians,  by  his  neighbor,  Captain  John  Leon- 
ard, of  some  Cedar  swamp  to  which  he  laid  claim,  threatened  to 
shoot  him,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  the  Spring  of  1728,  as  Leon- 
ard was  walking  in  the  daytime  in  his  own  garden  near  South  River. 
For  this,  though  a  wealthy  and  accomplished  man,  a  large  farmer, 
living  in  English  style,  a  slave-holder,  and  u  frequently  dining  with 
Governors  and  great  men,"  he  was,  after  a  fair  trial,  condemned  and 
executed.*  Probably  had  the  Sachem  been  privately  murdered  by 
the  friends  of  Capt.  Leonard  and  his  house  burned,  the  event  would 
have  been  forgiven  and  forgotten.  But  the  quiet  examination  of 
witnesses,  the  solemn  judicial  sentence,  and  the  unimpassioned  exe 
cution,  were  more  terrible  to  the  Indians,  and  were  long  brooded 
over.  Other  causes  assigned  for  the  Indian  hostilities — the  rapacity 
and  evil  lives  of  the  rum  traders,  the  treachery  of  some  of  the  land 
bargains  and  the  absorption  of  their  hunting  grounds,  can  not  be 
denied. 

Upon  the  Edge  Pillock  tract  this  remnant  of  the  Lenni  Lenape 
nation,  now  but  about  100  in  number,  continued  to  reside  for  many 
years,  f  Their  land  was  excellent  for  cultivation.  They  had  a  fine 

*See  Smith's  History,  p.  441. 

f  Is  not  this  the  first  instance  of  an  Indian  settlement  on  a  specified  tract,  by 
Government  authority  ? 
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cedar  swamp,  and  a  water  power  and  saw  mill.  They  were  contigu- 
ous to  extensive  hunting  grounds  in  the  Pine  Barrens,  Swamps  and 
Forests,  and  within  a  day's  journey  of  the  sea  coast,  where  wild 
fowl  and  shell  fish  were  abundant.  The  rights  of  fishing  and  hunt- 
ing as  secured  by  the  treaty  were  freely  used,  and  also  the  tradition- 
ary right  of  felling  timber  and  cutting  basket  stuff,*  mentioned  in 
the  conferences,  but  not  referred  to  in  the  written  agreements.  A 
number  of  comfortable  dwellings  were  put  up  by  the  Province.  A 
meeting-house  was  built  of  logs,  which  continued  as  a  place  of  wor- 
ship after  their  removal.  Stephen  Calvin,  an  interpreter  at  the 
Crosswicks  and  Easton  Treaties,  f  was  a  schoolmaster.  His  son 
Bartholomew  (who  was  placed  at  Princeton  College  prior  to  the 
revolution  through  the  influence  of  J.  Brainerd),  followed  him  in 
the  occupation  and  had  as  many  white  as  Indian  scholars.  My 
grandfather,  Samuel  Allinson,  who  frequently  visited  the  settlement, 
considered  him  an  excellent  teacher,  and  collected  money  of  his 
neighbors  to  purchase  books  for  the  school.  But  the  civilization 
established  was  of  a  low  order.  Persistent  industry  was  not  general 
and  they  did  not  become  a  thriving  agricultural  people.  The  tribal 
fee  of  land  quenches  individual  enterprise.  On  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1762,  they  petitioned  the  Assembly,  stating  that  ''their  provi- 
sion, clothing,  and  nails  for  building  the  year  they  came  to  Brother- 
ton,  amounted  to  £106,  for  which  they  were  still  in  debt,  and  that 


*Segughsonyout,  or  Thomas  King,  said  at  the  Easton  Treaty,  "You  deal  hardly 
with  us :  you  claim  all  the  wild  creatures  and  will  not  let  us  come  upon  your  land 
to  hunt  after  them.  This  is  hard  and  has  given  us  great  offence.  The  cattle  you 
raise  are  your  own,  but  those  which  are  wild  are  still  ours  or  should  be  common  to 
both,  for  when  we  sold  the  land  we  did  not  propose  to  deprive  ourselves  of  hunt- 
ing the  wild  deer  or  of  using  a  stick  of  wood  when  we  should  have  occasion." 

Bgohohoun,  called  also  Egotchowen,  said  to  Governor  Bernard,  "Brother, 
we  are  now  thoroughly  satisfied  and  we  still  retain  a  friendship  for  our  breth- 
ren the  English,  and  we  desire  that  if  we  should  come  into  your  province,  to 
see  our  old  friends  and  should  have  occasion  for  the  bark  of  a  tree  to  cover  a 
cabin,  or  a  little  refreshment,  that  we  may  not  be  denied,  but  be  treated  as 
brethren."  Smith's  History  of  N.  J.,  p.  474. 

fSmith,  p.  458. 
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their  mill  was  lately  burned."  praying  that  the  Province  would  pay 
the  bill,  as  they  had  had  reason  to  expect.  Five  Indians  were  called 
in  and  heard,  but  the  petition  was  referred  to  the  next  Session  and  not 
then  called  up.  In  1796  the  condition  of  the  tribe  was  so  unsatis- 
factory that  Joseph  Saltar,  Josiah  Foster  and  Thomas  Hollinshead 
were  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  Indian  tract,  to  lease  out  the 
same  in  such  manner  as  to  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  to 
pay  the  income  to  them  or  the  value  in  necessaries,  to  those  most 
needing  aid,  and  to  render  an  account  annually  to  the  Burlington 
County  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  which  was  authorized  to  remove 
the  Commissioners  on  occasion,  and  to  fill  vacancies. 

In  the  year  1801  the  Brotherton  or  Edge  Pillock  Indians  were 
invited  by  a  kindred  tribe,  the  Mauhekunnuks,  at  New  Stockbridge, 
near  Oneida  lake,  to  "  pack  up  their  mat"  and  "  come  and  eat  out  of 
their  dish,"  which  they  said  was  large  enough  for  them  all,  adding, 
with  characteristic  earnestness,  that  "  their  necks  were  stretched  in 
looking  toward  the  fireside  of  their  grandfather  till  they  were  as  long 
as  Cranes."*  Concluding  to  accept  the  invitation  of  their  grandchild- 
ren, they  applied  to  the  Legislature  for  authority  to  dispose  of  their 
land,  and  by  a  law  passed  December  3d,  1801,  William  Saltar, 
William  Stockton  and  Enoch  Evans  were  appointed  Commissioners 
to  divide  the  tract  into  lots  of  not  more  than  100  acres,  and  to  sell 
them  at  public  sale,  provided  that  three-fourths  of  the  Indians  were 
consenting.  To  ascertain  this  fact,  James  Ewing  and  John  Beatty 
were  appointed.  These  gentlemen  reported  to  Governor  Bloomfield 
March  20th,  1802,  that  three-fourths  of  the  Indians  had  consented  to 
the  sale ;  that  there  were  sixty-three  adult  Indians  who  had  rights 
in  the  tract,  of  whom  forty  were  present  at  Brotherton  on  the  15th 
of  January,  and  the  whole  matter  being  explained  to  them,  thirty- 
eight  voluntarily  signed  the  required  order  to  sell ;  and  that  on  the 
day  of  the  date  of  the  report,  eight  others  met  them  at  Trenton  and 
signed  the  report.  This,  it  will  be  observed,  made  but  forty-six  con- 
senting Indians,  being  one  and  a  quarter  Indians,  or  an  adult  and  a 


*Charles  Ellis  in  1832  showed  me  the  original  letter  of  invitation,  which  can 
not  now  be  found. 
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papoose  less  than  the  prescribed  number ;  but  the  Governor  accepted 
the  report,  and  nine  days  after  appointed  Abraham  Stockton  and 
Charles  Ellis  as  Commissioners,  in  place  of  William  Saltar  and 
Enoch  Evans,  who  had  resigned,  ordering  them  to  proceed  with  the 
sale.  An  advertisement  in  the  Trenton  Federalist,  signed  by  the 
Commissioners,  gave  notice  of  the  sale,  which  was  to  begin  on  the 
10th  of  May,  1802.  At  this  time  the  Edge  Pillock  tract  was  dis- 
posed of  to  twenty-two  different  purchasers,  at  prices,  I  have  been 
told,  ranging  from  two  to  five  dollars  per  acre.  The  Commissioners 
accompanied  their  wards,  between  seventy  and  eighty  in  number,  to 
New  Stockbridge,  where  characteristic  speeches  of  cordial  welcome 
were  made  to  the  Delawares  and  to  the  Commissioners.  The  proceeds 
of  the  sale  paid  the  expenses  of  the  removal  and  an  equitable  contribu- 
tion to  the  treasury  of  the  Mauhekunnuks,  the  hospitable  hosts. 
The  balance  was  invested  in  U.  S.  securities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
New  Jersey  Indians.*  The  united  tribes  continued  together  in 
New  York  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  in  1824  purchased  of 
the  Menomonie  Indians  a  large  tract  on  the  Fox  River,  between 
Winnebago  Lake  and  Lake  Michigan,  to  which  they  removed,  f 

*By  an  act  of  November  28th,  1822,  the  State  Treasurer  was  authorized  to 
receive  of  Charles  Ellis  certificates  for  $3,551.23  in  U.  S.  Stock,  held  by  him 
as  Trustee  for  the  Indians,  _to  settle  a  balance  of  $230. 71  due  to  him,  and  to  pay 
to  Bartholomew  Calvin,  &c.,  $1,000  for  the  use  of  the  Brotherton  Indians. 
The  Indians  by  their  petition  having  reported  that  they  expected  to  purchase 
land  in  Michigan  territory  for  their  future  residence,  the  Governor  was  author- 
ized to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  balance  of  said  stock  or 
moneys,  so  that  it  should  operate  as  a  payment  for  said  land.  Some  difficulty 
occurring,  by  an  Act  of  December  23d,  1823,  John  Dow  was  appointed  a  special 
agent  to  proceed  to  the  settlement  at  New  Stockbridge,  and  cause  the  moneys 
to  be  appropriated  as  directed  in  the  preceding  act ;  or,  if  it  could  prudently  be 
done,  to  pay  to  the  Superintendents  of  Indian  affairs  in  New  York,  to  be  by 
them  faithfully  applied  to  the  designed  end.  Thus  carefully  did  New  Jersey 
fulfil  her  guardianship  over  the  defining  tribe. 

•(•Senator  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen  kindly  undertook  to  ascertain  the  subsequent 
career  and  present  condition  of  the  New  Jersey  Indians.  The  result  has  been 
received,  as  this  paper  goes  to  press,  in  a  lucid  history  of  the  joint  tribes  and 
those  subsequently  confederated  with  them,  and  the  parental  care  of  the  Gen- 
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In  1832  our  old  friends  had  diminished  in  their  new  home  on 
Green  Bay  to  about  forty  individuals,  and  cherishing  in  their  heredi- 
tary poverty  a  recollection  of  their  abondoned  rights  of  fishing  and 
hunting  in  New  Jersey,  deputed  Bartholomews.  Calvin.*  their  oldest 
chief,  the  Edge  Pillock  schoolmaster  of  half  a  century  before,  to 
solicit  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  some  compensation  therefor. 
He  presented  the  claim  to  a  Joint  Committee,  which  was  eloquently 
addressed  by  Samuel  L.  Southard.  Who  said,  "  It  was  a  proud  fact 
in  the  history  of  New  Jersey,  that  every  foot  of  her  soil  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Indians  by  fair  and  voluntary  purchase  and  trans- 
fer, a  fact  that  no  other  State  in  the  Union,  not  even  the  land  that 
bears  the  name  of  Penn,  can  boast  of." 

A  report  was  made  in  Calvin's  favor  and  a  bill  was  passed  March 
12th,  1832,  appropriating  $2,000  (the  sum  named  by  himself),  for 
an  entire  relinquishment  of  all  Indian  claims.  His  letter  of  thanks 
to  the  Legislature  may  fittingly  close  this  essay  : 

"  Bartholomew  S.  Calvin  takes  this  method  to  return  his  thanks 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  especially  to  their  Commit- 
tees, for  their  very  respectful  attention  to  and  candid  examination  of 
the  Indian  claims  which  he  was  delegated  to  present. 

"The  final  act  of  official  intercourse  between  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  and  the  Delaware  Indians,  who  once  owned  nearly  the  whole 

eral  Government.  This  valuable  document  will  be  placed  with  the  Historical 
Society  for  future  reference.  I  can  only  here  quote,  with  thanks  to  the  Senator 
and  to  Edward  P.  Smith,  the  Commissioner  for  Indian  affairs,  the  conclusion  of  the 
letter  of  the  latter :  "  From  the  foregoing  extracts  I  am  led  to  conclude  that  the 
Delaware  Indians  referred  to  in  Mr.  Allinson's  letter,  removed  with  the  Stock- 
bridges  and  Munsees,  with  whom  they  confederated,  west  of  the  Mississippi  in 
1840 ;  that  they  have  become  extinct,  so  far  as  refers  to  those  who  confedera- 
ted with  the  Stockbridges  of  Kansas ;  that  but  few,  if  any,  remain  either  with 
the  Stockbridges  in  Showano  County,  "Wisconsin,  or  with  the  Munsee  or  Chip- 
pewas  in  Franklin  County,  Kansas. 

Yours  Respectfully, 

EDWARD  P.  SMITH, 

Hon.  F.  T.  FRKLINGHDTSBN,  Commissioner. 

U.  S.  Senate. 

*His  Indian  name  was  Shawuskehung,  or  Wilted  Grass. 
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of  its  territory,  has  now  been  consummated,  in  a  manner  which  must 
rebound  to  the  honor  of  this  growing  State,  and,  in  all  human  proba- 
bility, to  the  prolongation  of  the  existence  of  a  wasted  yet  grateful 
people.  Upon  this  parting  occasion,  I  feel  it  to  be  an  incumbent 
duty  to  bear  the  feeble  tribute  of  my  praise  to  the  high-toned  justice, 
which  in  this  instance,  and,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted,  in  all  former 
time,  has  actuated  the  councils  of  this  commonwealth  in  dealing  with 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 

"  Not  a  drop  of  our  blood  have  you  spilled  in  battle* — not  an  acre 
of  our  land  have  you  taken  but  by  our  consent.  These  facts  speak 
for  themselves  and  need  no  comment.  They  place  the  character  of 
New  Jersey  in  bold  relief,  a  bright  example  to  those  States  within 
whose  territorial  limits  our  brethren  still  remain.  Nothing  save 
benisons  can  fall  upon  her  from  the  lips  of  a  Lenni  Lenappi. 

"  There  may  be  some  who  would  despise  an  Indian  benediction ; 
but  when  I  return  to  my  people  and  make  known  to  them  the  result 
of  my  mission,  the  ear  of  the  Great  Sovereign  of  the  Universe, 
which  is  still  open  to  our  cry,  will  be  penetrated  with  our  invocation 
of  blessings  upon  the  generous  sons  of  New  Jersey. 

"  To  those  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Legislature  and  others,  who 
have  evinced  their  kindness  to  me,  I  canuot  refrain  from  paying  the 
unsolicited  tribute  of  my  heartfelt  thanks.  Unable  to  return  them 
any  other  compensation,  I  fervently  pray  that  God  will  have  them 
in  His  Holy  keeping— will  gnide  them  in  safety  through  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  this  life,  and  ultimately,  through  the  rich  mercies  of  our 
Blessed  Redeemer,  receive  them  into  the  glorious  entertainment  of 
His  Kingdom  above." 

*The  enquiry  was  here  made  by  a  member,  "  Is  this  literally  true  ?"  Several 
speakers  believed  it  to  be  so.  It  was  stated  that  there  were  in  the  early  days 
some  murders  of  Whites  and  of  Indians  from  private  causes,  a  few  skirmishes 
on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  between  the  natives  and  white  traders  from  New 
Amsterdam,  and  also  on  the  Delaware,  but  no  state  of  war  ever  existed  between 
the  English  Colonists  and  the  New  Jersey  Indiana 
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THE  SOCIETY  met  in  their  rooms  at  12  M.  In  the  absence  of  the 
President,  the  First  Vice  President,  Rev.  SAMUEL  L.  HAMMILL, 
D.D.,  presided,  assisted  by  Hon.  WM.  B.  KINNEY,  Second  Vice 
President. 

The  minutes  of  the  meeting  in  January  were  read  by  the  Record- 
ing Secretary  and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since 
the  last  meeting.  Among  many  others  received  were  letters  from 
Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  D.D.,  in  response  to  the  resolutions  passed  at 
the  January  meeting,  on  his  retiring  from  the  Presidency ;  from 
Hon.  Henry  "W.  Green,  LL.D.,  acknowledging  his  election  to,  and 
acceptance  of  the  office  ;  from  several  gentlemen  accepting  member- 
ship; from  Mrs.  A.  G.  Hubbell,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  copy 
of  Fenwick's  will,  the  original  of  which  the  Society  received  from 
her  father,  Col.  Robert  G.  Johnson,  of  Salem  ;  from  the  Historical 
Societies  of  New  York,  Delaware,  Iowa,  Maine,  Rhode  Island,  Vir- 
ginia and  Georgia,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia ;  United  States  Bureau  of  Education,  and  Harvard  College 
Library,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's  last  publication  ; 
from  Burlington  N.  J.  Literary  Association  and  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion, with  enquiries  as  to  the  extent  and  success  of  the  Society's 
labors  ;  from  the  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey ;  from  Gen'l  J. 
Watts  Depeyster,  of  New  York,  Messrs.  John  Hone,  of  Dayton 
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Ohio,  Henry  Phillips,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle, 
D.D.,  of  Indiana,  accompanying  donations  for  the  library ;  from  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington,  referring  to  the  Public 
Documents  received  by  the  Society  from  the  Government;  from 
Mr.  S.  C.  Bruce,  Philadelphia,  relative  to  a  design  for  a  monument 
in  commemoration  of  the  Battle  of  Trenton,  found  among  the  pa- 
pers of  the  late  Col.  C.  G.  Childs ;  from  Mr.  B.  Aycrigg,  of  Passaic, 
detailing  an  incident  connected  with  the  death  of  Major  Andr& ; 
from  Mr.  Charles  II.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Hon.  John  Clement, 
of  Haddonfield,  referring  to  Revolutionary  Documents  said  to  be  in 
the  basement  of  the  State  House  at  Trenton ;  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Tower, 
of  Jersey  City,  referring  to  autographs  and  other  documents  in  his 
possession,  connected  with  the  Peace  Conference  of  1861  ;  from 
Virginia  Historical  Society  an  "In  Memoriam"  of  Thos.  Hicks 
"Wynne,  its  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  from  Brevet  Brig.  Gen.  J. 
H.  Simpson,  transmitting  an  original  letter  from  DeWitt  Clinton, 
relating  to  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal ;  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Allinson,  referring  to  some  errors  in  Mr.  Gifford's  Paper  on  the 
Aborigines  of  New  Jersey  ;  from  Mr.  William  Nelson,  of  Paterson, 
in  relation  to  a  projected  "History  of  Roads  and  Bridges  in 
Passaic  County,"  with  some  specimen  pages,  and  from  various  other 
parties  on  matters  connected  with  the  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $1,471  56. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another 
number  of  the  "Proceedings,"  being  the  first  of  the  fourth  volume 
of  the  second  series. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  the  number  of  addi- 
tions by  donation  since  the  last  meeting  had  been  34  volumes,  163 
pamphlets  and  a  considerable  number  of  miscellaneous  manuscripts 
and  newspapers.  The  names  of  the  donors  and  the  most  valuable 
of  the  publications  were  specified  in  an  accompanying  list  of  Dona- 
tions. 

The  interest  awakened  by  the  statements  made  at  the  last  meeting, 
of  the  number  and  variety  of  the  newspapers  already  collected,  had 
induced  the  Committee  to  issue  a  circular  addressed  to  newspaper 
publishers  generally  throughout  the  State,  asking  them  to  contribute 


MEETING    IN    NEWARK.  51 

a  copy  of  their  respective  Journals  to  be  transmitted  to  the  library 
yearly.  Several  had  responded  by  sending  their  papers  to  the 
library  as  published,  and  from  others,  promises  to  co-operate  in  the 
way  designated,  had  been  received.  It  was  hoped  that  this  measure 
will  result  in  securing  files  of  all  the  prominent  papers  of  the  State. 

The  Manuscript  Catalogue  which  was  announced  in  the  last  report 
of  the  Committee,  as  having  been  begun,  had  been  carried  on  to 
completion  so  far  as  the  bound  volumes  are  concerned,  only  requiring 
examination  and  verification  to  be  ready  for  use.  Considerable  pro- 
gress had  also  been  made  with  the  Catalogue  of  the  Pamphlets,  and 
its  completion  would  be  urged  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  Committee  stated  that  the  Manuscripts  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred 
Vail,  of  Morristown,  so  intimately  connected  with  the  discovery  and 
introduction  of  the  Electric  Telegraph,  had  been  deposited  in  the 
library ;  and  so  soon  as  they  could  be  examined  and  arranged  by  the 
representatives  of  the  family,  would  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  all 
interested  in  the  subjects  to  which  the  documents  refer.  A  letter 
was  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  which  had  been  received 
from  Mr.  J.  Cummings  Vail,  referring  to  the  papers,  and  intimating 
an  intention  of  soon  arranging  them  so  as  to  allow  of  their  inspection. 

The  Committee  regretted  that  the  Board  of  Trade,  with  whom 
such  pleasant  associations  had  existed  for  some  years,  were  about  to 
vacate  the  rooms  which  they  have  occupied  in  common  with  the 
Society. 

COL.  SWORDS  stated  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Library  Committee 
having  been  prevented  from  attending  the  meeting,  had  requested 
him  to  read  to  the  Society  a  letter  which  had  been  received  from  Mr. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  accompanying  fifty  copies  of  the  revised  and  en- 
larged edition  of  his  "  East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietary  Govern- 
ments" bound  to  correspond  with  the  other  "Collections"  of  the 
Society,  which  Mr.  W.  wished  might  be  used  in  making  exchanges 
with  kindred  institutions.  The  letter  was  read  and  on  motion  of 
Col.  Swords  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  William  A. 
Whitehead,  for  his  very  liberal  gift  of  fifty  copies  of  the  new  edition  of  his 
History  of  "  East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietary  Go vernments,"  and  that  the 
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same  be  accepted  to  be   only   disposed  of  in  effecting   exchanges  with  other 
Societies. 

The  Committee  on  Statistics  submitted  the  following  report  : 

"  In  accordance  with  the  authority  conferred  by  the  Society,  Janu- 
ary 21st,  the  Committee  met  at  the  rooms  on  February  10th,  and 
agreed  upon  a  bill  providing  for  the  collection  of  certain  important 
statistics  of  agriculture.,  manufactures,  mining  and  commerce,  by  the 
local  assessors  throughout  the  State,  at  the  time  they  are  taking  the 
usual  decennial  State  census  of  population ;  also  providing  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  tabulate  and  arrange  the  data  thus  obtained, 
together  with  comparisons  of  the  corresponding  data  of  the  U.  S. 
Census  of  1870,  and  report  tho  same  to  the  next  Legislature. 

"This  bill  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Hon.  John  Hopper,  (a 
life-member  of  this  Society)  Senator  from  Passaic  County,  and  by 
him  introduced  in  the  Senate  February  14th.  It  experienced  the 
usual  vicissitudes  of  public  bills,  and  having  passed  the  Senate,  was 
among  the  very  last  to  be  acted  upon  in  the  Assembly,  which  body 
it  passed  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
and  only  then,  through  the  untiring  vigilance  of  the  Hon.  David 
Henry,  member  from  Passaic  County.  The  bill  passed  the  Legisla- 
ture precisely  as  it  was  drawn  up  by  your  Committee,  and  having 
been  approved  by  the  Governor,  the  Secretary  of  State  promptly 
took  measures  to  have  the  act  carried  out,  in  letter  and  spirit,  and  by 
May  1st  sent  out  pamphlet  copies  of  this  and  the  previous  census 
acts,  with  carefully  prepared  blanks,  for  the  use  and  instruction  of 
the  officers  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  law. 

"In  large  cities  it  is  desirable  that  special  census  takers  be  appoint- 
ed, in  lieu  of  or  to  assist  the  Assessors.  This  has  been  done  in  Pat- 
erson,  where,  also,  the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  manufacturers  in 
general  have  been  specially  appealed  to,  to  aid  in  making  the  statis- 
tics of  manufacturers  as  complete  as  possible. 

"Your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  members  of  the  So- 
ciety in  the  various  parts  of  the  State  interest  themselves  in  seeing 
that  every  facility  be  extended,  by  local  Boards  of  Trade,  municipal 
Boards,  associations  of  farmers,  manufacturers,  officers  of  corpora 
tions,  etc.,  for  the  taking  of  this  census,  which  will  enable  us  to  pre- 
sent at  the  Centennial  Exposition  a  complete  exhibit  of  New  Jer- 
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sey's  material  resources.     The  influence  of  the  press  should  also  be 
enlisted  to  the  same  end. 

"Your  Committee  propose  to  suggest  to  the  Centennial  Board  of 
the  State,  the  best  means  to  utilize  the  statistical  data  which  it  is 
hoped  to  accumulate  under  the  act  prepared  by  us,  and  to  co-operate 
in  this  matter  with  that  Board,  with  their  consent,  in  order  that  a 
well-matured  plan  may  be  presented  to  the  next  Legislature.  Per- 
haps it  would  be  well  for  the  Society  to  adopt  a  resolution  specifi- 
cally conferring  on  the  Committee  the  authority  to  co-operate  with 
any  and  all  official  bodies  for  this  purpose. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  In  behalf  of  the  Com- 
mittee." 

"WILLIAM  NELSON." 
"NEWARK,  N.  J.,  May  20th,  1874." 

The  authority  asked  for  by  the  Committee,  was  on  motion  con- 
ferred. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  submitted  a  favorable  report  up- 
on a  number  of  gentlemen,  whose  names  had  been  submitted  to 
them,  and  they  were  thereupon  elected,  and  other  nominations  were 
received. 

The  Committee  on  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  submitted  the 
following  report : 

"  The  undersigned,  a  Committee  appointed  at  the  May  meeting  of 
1874,  to  confer  with  similar  Committees  from  other  Historical  So- 
cieties, and  report  a  plan  for  united  action  in  advancing  the  objects 
of  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  would  report,  that  owing  to  various 
circumstances,  they  have  not  been  able  to  correspond  with  other 
Societies  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  necessity  for 
action  to  ensure  a  result  commensurate  with  the  interest  and  import- 
ance of  the  object,  has  been  recognized  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Central  Committee,  charged  with  the  duty  of  bringing  about  such 
action,  and  we  would  therefore  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  President,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  and 
Secretaries  of  this  Society,  be  appointed  a  Committee  to  confer  with  any  com- 
mittee from  other  Historical  Societies  in  relation  to  the  best  measures  for  ad- 
vancing the  interests  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia 
in  1876. 
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"The  Committee  would  ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  consider- 
ation of  the  subject." 

The  resolution  was  adopted  and  the  Committee  discharged. 

DR.  PENNINGTON,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  stated 
that  the  Society  had  in  its  possession  a  portrait  of  one  of  the  ances- 
tors of  Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  which  that  gentleman  was  desirous 
of  having  returned  to  him,  and  as  the  member  through  whom  it  was 
received  had  no  objection  to  the  Society's  making  such  a  disposition 
of  it,  he  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved.  That  the  portrait  of  William  Skinner,  Captain  in  the  New  Jersey 
forces  during  the  French  war,  now  in  the  possession  of  this  Society,  be  return- 
ed to  Cortlandt  Parker,  Esq.,  to  whose  family  the  same  belonged  when  pre- 
sented to  the  Society. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  drew  the  attention  of  members  to  a  passage  in 
Beauchamp  Plantagenet's  "  Description  of  the  the  Province  of  New 
Albion,"  1648,  in  which,  when  treating  of  the  best  locations  .for 
English  settlements  he  mentions  "  Mount  Ployden,  the  seat  of  the 
"  Raritan  King,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Province  twenty  miles  from 
"  Sandbay  sea.  and  ninety  from  the  ocean,  next  to  Amara  hill,  the  re- 
"  tired  Paradise  of  the  children  of  the  Ethiopean  Emperour,  a  wonder, 
"for  it  is  a  square  rock  two  miles  compasse,  150  foot  high,  a  wall- 
"  like  precipice,  a  strait  entrance,  easily  made  invincible,  where  he 
"keeps  two  hundred  for  his  guard,  and  under  it  is  a  flat  valley,  all 
"plain  to  plant  and  sow." 

To  verify  the  site  from  this  description,  had  baffled  the  researches 
of  all  historians,  although  the  Rev.  George  C.  Schanck,  in  a  paper 
read  before  the  Society  in  September,  1851,  had,  in  a  measure,  iden- 
tified the  mountain  with  what  are  known  as  the  Round  Mountains  in 
the  vicinity  of  White-house,  on  the  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jersey  ; 
still  Mr.  Schanck  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  his  inability  to  locate 
"  Mount  Ployden  ''  in  juxtaposition  with  "  Amara  Hill." 

Mr.  W.  said  that,  "  through  the  attention  of  Mr.  Frederick  Adams, 
of  Orange,  he  had  recently  received  an  explanation  of  the  passage, 
that  seemed  entirely  satisfactory,  derived  from  a  very  unexpected 
source.  The  clue  was  afforded  by  a  passage  in  Milton's  "Paradise 
Lost."  In  the  4th  Book  these  lines  are  found  : 
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"  Nor  where  Abassin  Kings  their  issue  guard, 
Mount  Amara,  though  this  by  some  supposed 
True  Paradise,  under  the  Ethiop  line. 
By  Nilus'  head  enclosed  with  shining  rock, 
A  whole  day's  journey  high."     etc. 

"To  this  passage,  in  an  edition  of  Milton's  works,  edited  in  1874 
by  David  Masson,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  is  appended  the  following  note  : 

"  Amara,  or  Amhara,  is  a  tract  of  high  table-land  in  the  middle  of  Abyssinia, 
where  the  Blue  Nile  has  its  head,  and  where  in  the  Sid  maps  the  Nile,  as  a 
whole,  is  made  to  rise.  Being  about  half  way  between  the  Tropic  of  Cancer 
and  the  Equator,  it  may  be  said  to  be  '  under  the  Ethiop  line.'  Here  was  the 
delightful  mountain  Amara,  'a  day's  journey  high,"  with  its  gardens  and  pal- 
aces, where,  according  to  the  tradition  hinted  at  in  the  passage  (used  after- 
wards by  Dr.  Johnson  in  his  Rasselas)  the  sons  of  the  Abyssinian  Emperors 
were  educated  in  seclusion.  Some  thought  Amara  to  have  been  the  original 
Paradise." 

"  It  was  therefore  very  evident  that  Beauchamp  Plantagenet,  Esq., 
was  conversant  with  the  classical  traditions  of  the  East,  some  years 
before  either  Milton  or  Johnson  wrote,  and  that  his  allusion  to  Mount 
Ployden  as  being  "  next :'  to  Amara  Hill  has  reference  to  its  being 
"  next  "  in  fame  or  singularity,  and  not  in  geographical  position. 
Mr.  Adams  deserved  the  thanks  of  our  historians  for  having  pointed 
out  the  explanation  of  the  heretofore  mystical  passage." 

MR.  HENRY  M.  GRAVES,  through  Rev.  Mr.  Pingry,  presented  a 
four- inch  cannon  ball,  dug  up  from  the  Springfield  battle-field  of  1780, 

Rev.  JAMES  M.  BRUEN,  presented  the  original  manuscript  of  the 
address  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greeks,  which  was  delivered  in  Trinity 
Church,  Newark,  January,  1824,  by  William  W.  Miller;  which  has 
ever  been  regarded  as  a  remarkably  brilliant  production  of  that  dis- 
tinguished member  of  the  New  Jersey  Bar. 

From  Miss  GERTRUDE  OGDEN,  was  received  the  original  commis- 
sion of  David  Ogden,  to  be  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Jersey,  under  the  Great  Provincial  Seal,  dated  May 
18th,  1772. 

HUGH  H.  BOWNE,  Esq.,  presented  an  original  Patent-right  to 
James  Coxe,  for  some  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of  Leather, 
dated  January  14th,  1800,  bearing  the  signatures  of  John  Adams, 
Timothy  Pickering  and  Attorney  General  Lee. 
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Mr.  JOSHUA  G.  PIERSON  presented  copies  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Increase  of  the  Paterson  Manufactories,  and  on  a  proposed  Railroad 
from  Paterson  to  New  York,  with  maps,  printed  in  1829. 

A  recess  was  then  taken,  daring  which  the  members  partook  of 
refreshments  served  in  one  of  the  Society's  rooms. 

On  reassembling,  Mr.  WHITEHEAD  stated  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  Society  in  January,  1865,  in  connection  with  some  resolutions 
passed  relating  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  which 
had  occurred  on  the  1st  December  previous,  Messrs.  J.  P.  Bradley, 
H.  W.  Green  and  Frederick  T.  Freiinghuysen  were  appointed  a 
Committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  Memorial  of  that  distinguished 
Jerseyman,  to  be  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the  Society.  The 
duty  having  been  assigned  to  Mr.  Bradley,  he  prepared  a  paper  and 
commenced  to  read  it  at  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  May  follow- 
ing, but  in  consequence  of  indisposition,  was  unable  to  proceed,  and 
the  reading  of  the  remainder  was  postponed  to  some  subsequent 
meeting.  Circumstances,  however,  had  from  time  to  time  inter- 
fered therewith,  until  the  present,  and  now  Judge  Bradley,  not 
being  able  to  meet  with  the  Society,  had  devolved  the  duty  of  read- 
ing the  paper  upon  him. 

Mr.  Whitehead  then  proceeded  to  read  "  A  Memorial  of  the  Life 
and  Character  of  the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  late  United  States 
Minister  to  France,"  which  was  listened  to  with  marked  interest, 
receiving  the  highest  commendations  for  the  succinct,  but  exceeding- 
ly lucid  exposition  it  afforded  of  the  many  important  events  in  which 
Mr.  Dayton  bore  so  prominent  a  part. 

On  its  conclusion,  on  motion  of  COL.  SWORDS,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  transmit  to  Justice  Bradley,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  for  the  pleasure  experienced  while  listening  to  his  ad- 
mirable portraiture  of  the  life  and  character  of  our  former  associate,  the  Hon. 
"William  L,  Dayton,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  place  a  copy  thereof  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications." 

The  Society  then  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  in  Trenton  on  the 
third  Thursday  in  January  next,  unless  sooner  called  together  by 
the  Executive  Committee. 
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frum  Crospitowe  anb  f  apm. 

SUBMITTED  MAY  20th,  1875. 


FROM  REV.  RAVATJD  K.  RODGERS,  D.D. 

ATHENS  GEO.  Feb.  5th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  .Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIR  : — Your  favor  of  January  22d  was  duly  received 
When  I  read  it,  "my  eye  affected  my  heart."  I  feel  grateful  to  you 
and  through  you  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  for  the  very  kind 
interest  which  it  is  manifest  was  taken  in  me.  I  was  very  much 
gratified  to  find  that  the  Hon.  Henry  W.  Green  was  chosen  to  fill 
the  chair.  He  is  the  right  man,  in  the  right  place,  and  I  cannot  but 
think  that  he  ought  to  have  been  placed  there  two  years  since. 

I  wish  it  to  be  very  distinctly  understood,  that  although  it  was 
plainly  my  duty  to  leave  New  Jersey  and  abide  here,  that  I  lose 
none  of  my  interest  in  the  Historical  Society  of  our  time  honored 
State,  and  if  I  can  at  this  distance  do  anything  to  promote  its  wel- 
fare, I  will  not  be  backward. 

Present  my  best  respects  to  our  Newark  friends,  and  accept  of 
my  assurances  of  my  continued  esteem. 

From  yours  very  truly, 

R.  K.  RODGERS. 


FROM  HON.  HENRY  W.  GREEN,  LLD. 

TRENTON,  Jan.  25th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIB  : — Yours  of  the  22d  inst.,  notifying  me  of  my  election, 
9 
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as  President  of  The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  for  the  ensuing 
year,  was  duly  received. 

The  infirm  state  of  my  health  has  for  a  long  time  prevented  my 
attendance  upon  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  there  is,  at  my 
age,  no  probability  of  its  improvement.  My  first  impulse  was  there- 
fore to  decline  the  office.  But  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter, 
*  *  *  I  have  concluded  to  accept  the  office  *  *  *. 
Very  Respectfully  Yours, 

HENRY  W.  GREEN. 


FROM  BREVET  BRIG.  GEN'L  J.  HERVEY  SIMPSON,  U.  S.  A. 

ST.  Louis,  Mo.,  Jan.  27th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAK  SIR  : — I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  inst., 
informing  me  of  my  election  as  Corresponding  member  of  the  New 
Jersey  Historical  Society.  I  feel  honored  by  this  election,  coming 
as  it  does  from  the  Historical  Society  of  my  native  state,  and  it  will 
give  me  pleasure  to  do  all  I  can  towards  promoting  the  objects  of 

the  Society. 

Very  Respectfully, 

J.  HERVEY  SIMPSON, 
Col.  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen'l  U.  S.  A. 


FROM  MR.  SAMUEL  ALLINSON. 

YARDVILLE,  Feb.  9th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIR  : — I  have  to  thank  thee  for  thy  considerate  kindness  in 
sending  me  a  copy  of  A.  Gifford's  article  on  the  Aborigines  of  New 
Jersey.  Though  a  rambling  essay  it  is  quite  interesting.  He  says 
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£1000  was  the  price  paid  at  the  Easton  Treaty  for  the  Indian  claims 
in  Northern  New  Jersey.  The  history  says  Gov.  B.  offered  $800, 
and  at  Tom  King's  request  made  it  $1,000,  and  the  actual  receipt 
in  the  secretary's  office  is  for  "£375"  Again  he  says,  "This  year 
(1758)  completed  the  exodus  of  the  Delawares  from  New  Jersey 
and  Pennsylvania  to  the  country,  west  of  the  Alleghanies  leaving 
only  about  150  of  the  Minsees  in  our  eastern  section."  This  conveys 
quite  a  wrong  impression.  He  seems  to  admit  p.  192  "that  the 
natives  of  New  Jersey"  united  with  the  enemy  in  1756.''  I  have 
seen  no  proof  of  this,  though  a  few  Indians  were  missing  and  possi- 
bly joined  Teedyuscung  when  he  "  struck  "  Pennsylvania  in  '54 
or  '55.  *  *  * 

Thy  obliged  friend, 

SAMUEL  ALLINSON. 


FROM  BREVET  BRIG.  GEN'L  J.  HERVEY  SIMPSON,  U.  S.  A. 

ST.  Louis,  March  29th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.   Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIR  : — Enclosed,  I  send  you  an  original  letter  from  Gov. 
De  Witt  Clinton,  the  projector  of  the  great  "  New  York  and  Erie 
Canal,"  dated  Albany,  January  22d,  1828,  to  my  father,  the  late 
Judge  John  N.  Simpson,  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  on  "  the 
transcendent  importance  (to  use  the  Governor's  language),  of  a  nav- 
igable connection  between  the  Bays  of  New  York  and  Delaware." 
This  letter  it  seems  was  written  in  reply  to  one  from  my  father, 
setting  forth  the  great  benefits  to  be  derived  from  such  a  connection, 
and  doubtless  also  advocating  that  the  Canal  be  undertaken  and 
owned  by  the  state.  I  regret  that  a  copy  of  this  letter  has  not  been 
preserved,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  for  I  doubt  not,  that  the  well  known 
study  given  by  my  father  to  this  subject  for  the  twelve  years  pre- 
viously, first  as  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  and, 
afterwards,  as  a  private  citizen,  enabled  him  to  present  the  subject 
to  Governor  Clinton  in  a  light,  and  with  a  cogency  of  argument  and 
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statistics,  that  would  add  doubly  to  the  value  of  the  correspondence, 
and  make  it  still  more  interesting  as  a  matter  for  Historical  record. 

"The  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,"  was  the  great  project  of  my 
father's  life  and  ambition,  and  to  him  more  than  to  any  other  citizen, 
do  I  believe  the  credit  to  be  due,  of  bringing  this  improvement,  by 
his  official  acts,  in  the  legislature,  and  presentation  of  facts  and  sta- 
tistics through  the  press,  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  make  it  a,  fait  accompli. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  and  one  which  shows  my  father's  sagacity, 
that  he  always  asserted  that  the  income  from  the  Canal  would  exceed 
that  to  be  derived  from  any  railroad  which  might  be  built  between 
the  same  termini ;  and  this,  I  am  assured,  is  now  actually  the  case. 

As  the  letter  is  quite  dim  from  age,  I  also  send  you  a  faithful 
copy. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  HKBVEY  SIMPSON, 
Col.  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen'l  U.  S.  A. 


LETTER    PROM 
CLINTON   TO  JOHN  N.   SIMPSON, 

OF    NEW  BRUNSWICK. 


Received  from  Brevet  Brig.  Gerfl  J.  H.  Simpson. 


ALBANY,  January  22d,  1828. 

SIB  : — I  was  honored  with  your  interesting  letter  of  the  8th 
instant,  to  which  I  should  have  paid  immediate  attention,  had  I 
not  been  under  a  great  pressure  of  official  business,  and  now  my 
time  will  only  permit  a  slight  view  of  the  subjects  which  you  have 
presented  to  my  consideration  ;  and  I  hope  that  this  communication 
will  reach  you  seasonably  and  operate  favorably  for  the  praise- 
worthy objects  which  you  have  in  view. 

As  to  the  transcendant  importance   of  a   navigable   connexion 
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between  the  Bays  of  New  York  and  Delaware,  there  cannot  be  a 
scintilla  of  doubt;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  this  communica- 
tion will  be  extended  to  the  Bay  of  Chesapeake  by  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal,  and  that  the  whole  will  embrace  within  its 
influence,  the  Hudson,  the  Delaware,  the  Susquehannah  and  the 
Rivers  flowing  into  them  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Canal  which  you  contemplate  from  the  Delaware 
to  the  Earitan  must  be  palpable  and  incalculable.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  enterprising  spirit,  which  distinguishes  our  national 
character,  is  limited  only  by  the  realities  or  prospects  of  profitable 
adventure.  Abroad  it  is  witnessed  in  every  region  however  remote 
or  secluded  ;  at  home,  nothing  escapes  its  scrutiny  or  communion. 
Wherever  a  market'  can  be  found — wherever  an  interchange  of 
benefits  can  be  had,  wherever  a  facile  communication  can  be 
obtained,  you  will  see  the  products  of  the  soil,  of  the  mines  and  of 
the  forests — the  fabrics  of  manufactures  and  the  importations  of 
external  commerce.  In  July  1826,  I  passed  through  a  remote  part 
of  this  State  bordering  on  the  Susquehannah,  and  a  trader  there, 
availing  himself  of  a  rise  of  water  in  a  small  stream,  had  just  returned 
from  conveying  a  raft  of  lumber  to  the  City  of  "Washington,  with 
ample  profits  on  the  sales,  and  at  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles. 
A  few  weeks  afterwards,  I  was  informed  at  Clean,  one  of  the  Head 
waters  of  the  Allegany,  that  it  was  not  uncommon  to  convey  from 
that  place  pressed  hay  in  arks  to  Natches,  and  lumber  to  New 
Orleans.  The  operation  of  this  same  spirit  will  be  forcibly  and  lib- 
erally experienced,  when  the  great  markets  of  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore  are  thrown  open  to  the  access  of  a  vast 
population,  conveying  such  immense  regions,  as  will  be  compre- 
hended by  these  Canals  and  the  natural  waters  communicating  with 
them.  To  doubt  on  this  subject  would  exhibit  a  scepticism 
approaching  dementation. 

I  perceive  that  it  is  proposed  to  make  the  main  trunk  of  the 
Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  forty  miles  long,  sixty  feet  wide  at  the 
top,  sixty  feet  deep ;  that  the  entire  lockage  will  be  about  fifty  feet 
on  each  side  of  the  summit  level,  and  that  it  is  to  be  supplied  by  a 
navigable  feeder  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  long,  thirty  feet  wide 
at  the  surface,  and  from  four  and  a  half  to  five  feet  deep. 
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This  plan  is  a  judicious  one.  The  main  Canal  will  be  susceptible 
of  sloop  navigation,  and  the  increased  width  and  depth  beyond  those 
usually  adopted,  will  render  the  transit  of  vessels  more  easy  and 
rapid. 

This  work  can  be  made  without  any  great  physical  difficulty. 
The  cost  will  not  exceed  $1,200,000,  and  no  doubt  a  loan  can  be 
obtained  for  that  purpose  by  your  State,  at  an  interest  of  five  per 
cent.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  undertaken  and 
owned  by  the  State.  The  financial  inducements  to  this  measure  are 
as  obvious  as  those  which  affect  the  other  cardinal  interests  of  the 
community. 

This  Canal  including  its  feeder,  will  be  about  the  same  extent  as 
the  Champlain  Canal,  and  it  is  a  very  liberal  concession  in  favor  of 
the  latter  to  say  that  the  income  will  be  about  the  same ;  the  expense 
of  superintendence  and  repairs  will  probably  be  less,  and'  its  increase 
of  revenue  will  undoubtedly  be  more  rapid.  The  interest  of  the 
loan  to  effect  it  will  be  sixty  thousand  dollars ;  the  proceeds  of  the 
Champlain  Canal  for  the  last  year  were  $85,000  dollars,  and  its 
progressive  income  has  been'  more  than  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 
The  avails  of  your  canal  will  consequently  in  a  few  years  extinguish 
the  debt,  when  in  all  probability  the  State  will  derive  a  clear  annual 
revenue  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and  when  we  connect 
this  consideration,  the  establishment  of  town  and  villages,  the  crea- 
tion of  a  dense  population,  and  the  acquisition  of  valuable  home 
markets  in  the  vicinity,  and  along  the  whole  line  of  the  Canal,  there 
ought  to  be  no  hesitancy  about  acting  promptly  and  decidedly  in 
favor  of  a  measure  so  abounding  with  benefits. 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  most  obedient  servant, 

DEWITT  CLINTON. 
JOHN  N.  SIMPSON.  ESQ., 

New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original,  presented  to  the  New  Jersey  Histor- 
ical Society  by 

J.  HERVEY  SIMPSON. 
Col.  of  Engineers  and  Brevet  Brig.  Gen1!  U.  S.  A. 
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From  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey. — Digest  of  the  Laws  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  and  Grand  Encampment  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Journal  of  proceedings,  1833  to  1874  inclusive.  5  Vols. 

From  Harvard  College. — 49th  Annual  report  of  the  President,  1873, 
1874. 

From  Aaron  Matthews. — Account  of  the  malignant  fever  lately  pre- 
valent in  the  city  of  New  York  by  James  Hardie,  A.  M.  New 
York,  1799. — Funeral  sermon  on  the  death  of  President  Wash- 
ington, by  Alexander  Macwhorter,  D.D.  Newark,  N.  J.,  1800; 
and  other  valuable  papers. 

From  the  United  States  Patent  Office. — The  official  Gazette,  vol.  7, 
Nos.  1  to  17  inclusive;  Vol.  2  complete;  No  8  of  Vol.  3  ;  Nos. 
6  and  12  of  Vol.  6.  General  Index,  1872.  Index  to  Decisions, 
Titles,  Etc. 

From  T.  P.  Bayes. — Portfolio  of  New  England  Society  of  Orange, 
containing  prints  of  the  Valley  Oak ;  the  Hillyer  Elm ;  the 
Harrison  Buttonwood,  with  letter  press  descriptions. 

From  George  H.  Bruen. — The  volume  of  the  writings  of  Bishop 
Burnett,  brought  from  England  by  William  Davis,  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  who  died  September  16th,  1715. 

From  Harmon  C.  Westervelt. — Georgetown  Courier,  containing  arti- 
cles on  "  The  Printing  Press,  &c.,  connected  with  the  city  of  New 
York  from  their  earliest  stages  to  more  recent  times." 

From  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen. — Self  government  in  Louisiana,  speech 
in  Senate,  U.  S.,  January,  1875. 

From  Dr.  Benjamin  B.  Aycrigg. — Simcoes  Military  Journal,  during 
American  Revolution.  New  York,  1844.  Large  paper  copy. 

From  Edwin  Salter. — Washington  Chronicle,  containing  an  article  on 
Potomac  River. 

From  Henry  Congar. — Semi-Centennial  Discourse  on  Third  Presby- 
terian Church,  Newark,  N.  J.,  June  14th,  1874,  by  E.  R.  Craven, 
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D.D. — Lists  of  emigrants  to  America,  1600  to  1700  by  John 
Camden  Hotten.  1  Vol.,  8vo. 

From  Robert  S.  Swords. — Municipal  Register  of  Bridgeport  Conn. 
1873. — Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  Peoria, 
1874. — Proceedings  of  the  National  Convention  of  the  American 
Cheap  Transportation  Association,  Richmond,  1874. — Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  1873,  '74. — 
Report  on  the  Canals  of  New  York  by  Committee  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  York,  1875. — Annual  Report  of  the  Dela* 
ware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  1874. 

From  Amos  H.  Searfoss. — Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Jersey,  1841,  to  1856. — The  Young  Millwright  and  Miller's  Guide 
in  five  parts  by  Oliver  Evans,  Philadelphia,  1795. 

From  W.  P.  Garrison. — Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  Orange,  N.  J.  Sixth  Edition,  1874. 

From  the  Authors. — Address  before  the  Reformed  Church,  Bethle- 
hem, Pa.,  by  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Dubbs,  October,  1874. — Oration  of 
Henry  Annitt  Brown,  on  the  one  hundredth  Anniversary  of  the 
meeting  of  Congress  in  Carpenter's  Hall,  1875. 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — Volume  of  the  Newark  Daily 
Advertiser,  1874. 

From  John  Mix. — "An  Universal  History  of  Arts  and  Sciences," 
compiled,  1741.  Vol.,  A.  to  G. 

From  John  Horn. — Original  grant  from  the  Proprietors  of  East 
Jersey  to  William  Pinhorne  for  500  acres  on  the  Raritan  River, 
dated  March  25th,  1698. 

From  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education. — Annual  report,  1873. 

From  William  B.  Mott. — Brief  history  of  Christ  Church,  Shrews- 
bury, New  Jersey 

From  Daniel  0.  Scott. — The  Royal  Magazine  or  Gentlemen's  Monthly 
Companion, — and  others,  1766,  to  1776. — A  Key  to  the  Scripture 
Character  of  Jesus  Christ,  London,  1784. — Sermon  by  Samuel 
Miller,  A.  M.,  before  New  York  Missionary  Society,  1802. — The 
Traders  Sure  Guide,  by  William  Leyburn,  London,  1741. 

From  Eugene  A.  Smith. — Geological  Survey  of  Alabama,  1874. 

From  Rev.  Daniel  Leach. — Annual  report  of  the  School  Committee 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  1874. 


DONATIONS.  65 

From  Samuel  C.  Perkins. — Proceedings  at  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  New  Public  Buildings  in  Pennsylvania  Square,  Phil- 
adelphia, July  4th,  1874. 

From  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tattle. — Geological  Survey  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  1873. — Sermons,  Inaugural  and  other  addresses.  16 
Pamphlets. 

From .  Lay  Evangelism,  a  paper  read  before  the  Presby- 
terian ministerial  association  of  Cinn.  by  R.  L.  Stanton,  D.D.,  April 
19th,  1875. — Maryland  not  a  Roman  Catholic  Colony,  by  E.  D.  N. 
Mineapolis,  1875. — Oration  by  John  D.  Gardiner,  Roxbury,  New 
Jersey,  July  4th,  1807. 

From  the  Association. — First  Report  of  the  Emlen  Institution,  for  the 
benefit  of  children  of  African  and  Indian  descent,  Phil.  1875. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. — Annual  Reports  of  schools,  charitable 
and  other  societies  in  Massachusetts.  89  Pamphlets. 

From  the  Societies. — Proceedings  of  the  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society,  January  and  April,  1875. 
The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  January  1875. 
The  American  Philosophical  Society,  June  to  December,  1874. 
Iowa  Historical  Society,  the  Annals  of  Iowa,  1874. 
The  American  Antiquarian  Society,  1874. 
Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute.     Vol.  6.     Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12 
Vol.  7.  Nos.  1,  2,  3.     Essex   Historical  Collections,  Vol.  XIII, 
January,  1875. 

The  New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society  Record. 
Vol.  2  and  Nos.  1,  2.     Vol.  6. 

From  New  Jersey  State  Agricultural  Society. — Annual  Report,  1873. 

From  Rev.  Cortlandt  Whitehead. — The  Missionary  Manual  and  Direc- 
tory of  the  Moravian  Church,  1875. 

From  the  Publishers: — Consecutive  Numbers  of  The  Weekly  State 
Gazette.  Newark  Manufacturer.  The  Centennial.  Boston 
Herald,  April  17th. 

In  response  to  the  circular  issued  by  the  Library  Committee. — Consec- 
utive numbers  of  the  Princeton  Press ;  National  Standard,  Salem  ; 
Passaic  City  Herald;  Hackettstown  Herald ;  Monmouth  Democrat, 
Vols.  40  and  41,  1873,  1874 ;  Orange  Journal;  The  New  Jersey 
Herald  and  Sussex  County  Democrat. 
10 
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From  Col.  Thomas  F.  De  Voe. — Three  years  struggle  with  municipal 
misrule,  report  of  A.  H.  Green,  Comptroller,  New  York,  February 
1875. — Celebration  by  the  Tammany  Society,  July  4th,  1870. — 
The  History  of  Caranthus  the  first  Sailor  King  of  England  by  J. 
W.  Depeyster,  1858.— The  Cultivator.  Vols.,  5  and  10. 

From  Rev.  Marshall  B.  Smith. — Lossing's  "Washington  and  the 
American  Revolution.  3  Vols ,  8  vo. 

From  William  Plume. — New  York  American,  1831. — Goldsmith's 
England,  1806,  and  3  other  volumes. 

From  State  Treasurer. — Laws  of  New  Jersey,  1873,  1874. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool. — Report  of  Commissioners  to  select  a  site, 
and  build  an  asylum  for  the  Insane  to  Legislature,  1872,  '73  '74, 
with  colored  print  of  the  building. 

From  A.  Q.  Keasbey. — From  the  Hudson  to  the  St.  John's,  1874. 

1  Vol.  8vo. 

From    Gilbert  Mollison.—New  York  Observer,    1831,  '32,  '33,  '34. 

2  Vols. 

From  Henry  Phillips,  Jr. — Brigade  Orders,  1st  Regiment  New 
Jersey  Militia,  1793,  1796,  two  Broadsides. — Bond,  Samuel  Tomlin 
and  William  Tomlin  to  Alexander  Randall,  Dec.  20th,  1773. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Go. — Eighth  Re-union  ;  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland,  September,  1874. 

From  the  Mobile  Board  of  Trade. — Alabama  Manual  and  Statistical 
Register  for  1875. 

From  Joseph  Black. — Book  of  Common  Prayer,  1690,  Cincinnati  in 
1859  by  Charles  Cist. — Sermons  by  Alexander  Macwhorter,  D.D. 
Newark,  1803.  2  Vols.  8vo. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Co. — Our  barren  lands ;  the  interior  of  the 
of  the  United  States,  by  Gen.  W.  B.  Hazen,  1875. — Bibliotheca 
Americana. 

From  the  Publishers. — The  American  Bibliopolist,  Febuary  and 
April. — American  Journal  of  Education.  April  and  May  1875. — 
Old  and  New,  January,  1875.  Vol.  XI,  No.  1. 

From  C.  D.  Bradlee. — In  memoriam,  Rev.  James  Walker,  LLD.,  ex- 
President  of  Harvard  College,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee,  1875. 

From  the  Association. — In  memoriam.  Our  Heroic  Dead,  Licking 
County's  gallant  Soldiers,  1874. 
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John  S.  Barkalow, 
Joseph  D.  Bedle,  Jersey  City. 
John  Hart  Brewer,  Trenton. 
John  J.  Brown,  Paterson. 
A.  Gibbs  Campbell,   " 
Edward  L.  Campbell,  Trenton. 
Henry  R.  Cannon,  M.D.,  Elizabeth. 
L.  L.  Carlisle,  Newark. 
John  J.  Craven,  M.D.,  Jersey  City. 
George  S.  Duryee,  Newark. 
Edward  W.  Evans,  Trenton. 
Garret  A.  Hobart,  Paterson. 
Robert  J.  Hopper, 
John  P.  Hutchinson,  Bordentown. 
Willliam  O.  McDowell,  Boonton. 
David  M.  Meeker,  Neivark. 
William  Peunington,  Paterson. 
Edward  D.  Pierson,  Orange. 
Isaac  F.  Richey,  Trenton. 
James  H.  Rogers,  Paterson. 
W.  W.  Snyder,   Orange. 
John  H.  Stewart,  Trenton. 
John  Swinburne,  Paterson. 
Thomas  Terrill.  M.D.,  Elizabeth. 
Rev.  F.  F.  Wilson,  Boonton. 
Isaac  Van  Wagoner,  Paterson. 
Frederic  Vinton,  Princeton. 

HONORARY   MEMBERS. 

Rev.  Howard  Malcolm,  D.D.,  Philadelphia. 
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A  MEMORIAL 


OF 


THE  LIFE  AND   CHARACTER 


OF 


HON.  WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON, 


Late  U.  S.  Minister  to  France. 


BY  JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY,  ESQ. 


Prepared  in  conformity  with  a  Resolution  of  tie  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 


On  January  19th,  1865,  at  a  meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  Histori- 
cal Society,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted : 

WhEREAS,  Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  the  country  has  been  called 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  its  able  representative  at  the  Court  of  France,  the  Hon. 
WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON,  long  a  member  and  officer  of  this  Society,  a  ready  and 
cheerful  promoter  of  its  objects,  and  at  the  time  of  his  departure  on  his  mis- 
sion, one  of  its  Vice  Presidents  ;  therefore 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  has  to  lament,  in  the  death  of  the  Hon.  William 
L.  Dayton,  the  loss  of  one  whose  place  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Senate,  in  the  Cab- 
inet, and  in  the  recollections  of  Jersey  men  is  left  vacant,  and  cannot  soon  be 
filled. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  participate  in  the  universal  regret  at  his  sudden 
and  untimely  decease,  and  that  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  his  family  in 
their  great  and  sore  bereavement. 

Resolved,  That  the  character  and  services  of  Mr.  Dayton  as  a  distinguished 
and  eminent  Jerseyman,  long  occupying  a  large  space  in  the  public  eye,  are 
entitled  to  more  than  a  mere  passing  tribute  at  the  hands  of  this  Society  and 
his  native  State ;  and  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  procure,  if  practicable, 
the  preparation  of  some  permanent  and  fitting  memorial  of  his  career. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  the  Committee  referred  to  in  the  last  resolution, 
Messrs.  J.  P.  Bradley,  Henry  W.  Green,  and  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen. 

On  the  18th  May,  1865,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  to  the  Society 
the  following  paper. 


MEMOKIAL. 


WILLIAM  LEWIS  DAYTON,  late  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  to  France,  departed  this  life,  suddenly  at  Paris,  on 
the  first  day  of  December,  1864.  He  not  only  held  an  eminent 
official  position  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  he  was  a  distinguished 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a  beloved  and  honored  son  of  New 
Jersey.  As  such,  and  as  a  member  of  this  Society,  of  long  and 
honored  standing,  it  is  highly  proper  that  some  appropriate  memorial 
of  his  life  and  services,  should  be  recorded  in  our  proceedings. 

His  own  remarks  made  in  this  Society  some  years  ago,  are  proper 
to  remember  now. 

The  Committee  on  biographies  had  made  a  report  expressing  some 
disappointment  at  the  little  success  which  had  attended  their  applica- 
tions to  the  descendants  of  distinguished  Jerseymen  for  such  sketches 
of  their  .lives  as  the  private  or  family  papers  might  enable  them  to 
furnish,  Mr.  Dayton,  in  a  few  remarks  made  on  the  occasion,  al- 
luded to  the  importance  to  the  State  of  securing  authentic  informa- 
tion respecting  those  whose  names  and  deeds  were  indissolubly  con- 
nected with  her  history.  No  people,  he  said,  could  expect  to  have 
their  history  written  impartially  and  well  by  strangers,  and  not  until 
Jerseymen  exert  themselves  more,  could  they  expect  to  be  relieved 
from  the  injurious  efforts  of  such  authorship.  Since  then,  he  has 
himself  become  one  of  those  whose  name  and  deeds  are  indissolubly 
connected  with  the  history  of  New  Jersey ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
this  Society,  in  some  way,  to  preserve  a  memorial  of  his  career. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  born  at  Baskingridge,  in  Somerset  County,  New 
Jersey,  on  the  17th  day  of  February,  A.D.,  1807.  He  was  conse- 
quently, nearly  fifty-eight  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  bis  death. 
Those  fifty-eight  years  can  hardly  be  surpassed  in  the  world's  his- 
tory by  any  period  of  equal  length  in  whatever  appertains  to  the 
development  of  the  material  interests  of  society,  and  the  advance- 
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ment  and  elevation  of  the  people.  During  this  period  the  steam- 
boat, the  railroad,  the  locomotive,  the  telegraph,  the  photograph  and 
the  penny  press  became  powers  under  whose  influence  the  civilized 
world  has  made  such  strides  in  material  and  political  progress,  that 
we  seem  to  live  in  a  new  and  different  era  compared  with  that  which 
subsisted  at  the  present  century.  The  questioning  and  energetic 
spirit  of  the  present  age,  imparts  itself  more  or  less  to  all  who  live 
in  it.  And  to  self-reliant  and  powerful  minds  like  that  of  William 
L.  Dayton,  it  furnishes  a  stimulus  which  almost  infallibly  urges  them 
on  to  distinction  and  usefulness. 

Mr.  Dayton  was  just  twenty  years  the  junior  of  his  distinguished 
fellow  townsman,  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Southard,  and  his  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Lewis,  was  a  cousin  of  that  distinguished 
Jerseyman.  Both  of  them  bore  the  maternal  surname  in  their  own 
name,  and  quite  a  remarkable  parallel  existed  between  their  respec- 
tive careers.  Both  being  natives  of  Baskingridge,  they  received  their 
early  training  in  its  celebrated  school,  Mr.  Southard,  under  its 
founder,  Dr.  Finley,  and  Mr.  Dayton  under  his  successor,  Dr.  Brown- 
lee.  Both  pursued  their  more  advanced  studies  in  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  at  Princeton,  Mr.  Southard  graduating  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, and  Mr.  Dayton  at  eighteen.  Both  were  admitted  to  the  bar 
of  New  Jersey  as  attorneys  at  about  the  same  age,  Mr.  Southard  at 
twenty-four,  Mr.  Dayton  at  twenty-three,  (the  latter  in  the  term  of 
May,  1830) ;  and  both  took  the  degree  of  Counsellor,  as  soon  as 
their  three  years  of  probation  as  attorneys  had  expired.  They  both 
moved  from  their  native  county  to  commence  the  practice  of  law, 
and  were  both  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  from  the  counties  of 
their  adoption,  Mr.  Southard  being  sent  to  the  House  of  Assembly 
by  the  County  of  Hunterdon,  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight ;  and  Mr. 
Dayton  to  the  Legislative  Council  by  the  County  of  Monmouth,  at 
the  age  of  thirty ;  and  both  were  appointed  to  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Court  during  the  first  year  of  their  legislative  terms. 
They  were,  afterwards,  both  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Southard  at  the  age  of  thirty-four,  Mr.  Dayton  at  that  of 
thirty-five ;  and  both  were  afterwards  appointed  to  tho  effice  of  At- 
torney General  of  New  Jersey.  If  Mr.  Dayton  did  not,  like  Mr. . 
Southard,  become  a  cabinet  minister,  he  became  instead  Minister 
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Plenipotentiary  to  one  of  the  first  governments  of  Europe,  in  diffi- 
cult times,  which  required  the  performance  of  duties  quite  as  arduous 
and  responsible.  Finally,  they  both  died  in  the  full  prime  of  ma- 
ture life — Mr.  Southard  at  the  age  of  fifty-five,  and  Mr.  Dayton  at 
fifty-seven ;  and  during  their  respective  careers  both  stood  out  with 
striking  distinctness,  as  the  most  marked  and  eminent  men  of  their 
native  State. 

Perhaps  Mr.  Dayton  was  sometimes  conscious  of  this  singular 
parallelism  of  destinies;  perhaps  it  often  awakened  his  ambition  for 
honorable  distinction,  and  stimulated  his  naturally  sluggish  energies 
to  loftier  exertions,  more  worthy  of  his  great  abilities,  than  he  would 
otherwise  have  made.  Example  is  a  rare  preacher  ;  and  nothing  so 
tends  to  creette  great  men  in  a  nation  or  a  community,  as  to  have  the 
example  of  great  men  to  emulate,  and  their  talents  to  grapple  with 
in  the  struggle  of  honorable  contest. 

Plis  early  and  rapid  success  in  life,  makes  us  think  that  he  may 
also  have  been  conscious  of  the  shortness  of  life  and  of  the  necessity 
of  working  well  while  the  day  lasts,  in  order  to  accomplish  any  thing 
good  or  great.  He  may  have  felt  that  what  he  had  to  do  he  must 
do  with  all  his  might.  This  thought  is  beautifully  and  impressively 
expressed  in  his  address  before  the  Whig  and  Cliosophic  Societies 
in  September,  1843.  He  then  said  to  the  young  men  of  his  Alma 
Mater : 

"  Wait  not  for  the  strength  of  coming  years.  Experience  asks  no  delay 
Now,  every  day  and  hour,  is  the  time  for  effort.  The  intellect  of  age  is  surest ; 
but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  some  of  the  grandest  reaches  of  human  thought 
have  been  the  efforts  of  youth.  Sir  Isaac  Newton  has  perhaps  enlarged  the 
sphere  of  human  knowledge  beyond  all  others.  Fancy  paints  him  a  sage,  as 
venerable  for  years  as  for  wisdom.  It  is  all  a  fancy  sketch.  His  grandest  dis- 
coveries were  the  efforts  of  his  youth ;  he  did  little  in  scientific  discovery  after 
his  meridian.  The  ground-work  was  laid  before  he  was  twenty-three.  *  * 
The  measurement  of  time  by  the  oscillation  of  the  pendulum  was  the  discov- 
ery of  Gallileo  before  he  had  attaind  his  twentieth  year.  And  although  not 
maturing  till  late  in  life,  we  find  him  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  in  the  mathe- 
matical chair  of  Pisa.  *  *  Alexander  the  Great  died  in  his  thirty- 
third  year ;  and  his  famed  lament,  so  often  used  to  point  a  moral,  tells  what  he 
had  done.  There  is  another  of  our  own  era,  who  conquered  and  destroyed 
more  than  Alexander  ever  knew.  Yet  it  was  in  all  the  freshness  of  youth  that 
he  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  Alpa  and  pointed  his  ill-fed,  ill-clad  followers  to  their 
frozen  summit.  There  is  a  moral  sublimity  in  the  unwavering  confidence — the 
11 
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stern  self-relience  of  this  man  and  his  emphatic  order,  On  !  Over  mountains 
covered  with  everlasting  snows  ;  amidst  avalanches  and  glaciers ;  through  the 
wild  gorges  between  the  Alps  and  the  Apenines,  self-sustained,  and  self-rely- 
ing he  led  his  followers  on.  *  *  But  it  is  not  in  the  field  alone,  but 
in  the  cabinet,  that  our  own  era  furnishes  illustrations  in  point.  Who  among 
the  statesmen  of  the  old  world  has  left  a  brighter  name  than  William  Pitt  ? 
Who  in  the  new  than  Alexander  Hamilton  ?  Addison  had  distinguished  him- 
self for  correctness  of  style  and  elegance  of  diction  at  the  early  age  of  twenty- 
one.  Pope's  incomparable  essay  upon  criticism  was  the  production  of  a  youth 
scarcely  twenty." 

When  this  was  spoken  he  was  already  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  though  only  thirty-six  years  of  age.  Some  of  his 
friends,  disinterested  or  otherwise,  had  expressed  the  fear  that  his 
progress  was  too  rapid  for  his  own  permanent  advantage.  These 
words  of  his  may  be  regarded  as  his  own  formal  defence  or  apology 
for  his  early  advancement. 

Mr.  Dayton's  father  was  not  wealthy.  Although  a  man  of  consid- 
erable character  and  intelligence,  he  was  a  plain  mechanic,  and  had 
to  exert  himself  strenuously  to  give  his  children  an  education — a 
duty  which  was  honorably  and  faithfully  discharged  ;  two  of  his  sons 
being  trained  to  the  bar,  and  a  third  being  educated  as  a  physician. 
We  are  not  surprised,  therefore,  that  his  son  William,  after  leaving 
College,  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time  to  teaching  school  at  Pluck- 
amin,  as  a  means  of  replenishing  his  resources  whilst  pursuing  his 
professional  studies.  He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Peter  D. 
Vroom,  then  residing  at  Somerville ;  but  the  interruptions  to  which 
he  was  subjected  delayed  his  admission  to  the  bar  till  May  term, 
1830,  five  years  after  he  had  taken  his  academical  degree.  The 
general  impression  made  by  him  at  this  period  was,  that  his  talents 
were  less  brilliant  than  solid  ;  and  that  by  his  mental  constitution, 
though  capable  of  much  energy  and  power  when  roused  to  exertion, 
he  was  rather  indolent  and  sluggish,  than  alert  and  active.  No 
doubt  the  cause  of  this  impression  was  the  fact  that  Mr.  Dayton  was 
always  more  of  a  thinker  than  a  mere  student  of  books,  and  like 
Patrick  Henry,  was  making  more  progress  in  his  studies  whilst  mus- 
ing with  himself  along  the  trout  stream,  or  the  fowling  range,  than 
in  the  dusty  office,  surrounded  by  the  more  dusty  books.  He  paid 
sufficient  attention  to  the  latter,  however,  to  lay  in  a  sound  stock  of 
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common  law  learning  and  legal  principles,  which  he  ever  wielded 
with  readiness  and  tact  in  the  conduct  or  consideration  of  any  cause 
in  which  he  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Dayton  never  became,  or  made  any  pretentions  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  legal  scholar — a  class  of  lawyers  who  are  often  more  learned 
than  sound,  and  more  knowing  than  safe.  They  will  tell  you  about 
all  the  obscure  and  recondite  cases  which  have  been  decided  on  any 
particular  point;  what  this  judge  asserted,  and  what  that  jndge 
doubted ;  and  yet  be  unable  themselves  to  form  any  sound  and  defi- 
nite conclusion  on  the  subject — any  conclusion  for  themselves  or 
their  clients  to  adopt  as  a  rule.  They  will  still  doubt  and  hesitate, 
and  fortify  themselves  with  so  many  "ifs,"  and  "ands,"  and  "buts," 
that  they  only  "darken  counsel  by  words  without  knowledge,"  and 
leave  those  dependent  upon  them  for  advice,  in  greater  doubt  and 
distress  than  before.  Or,  if  they  happen  to  be  of  a  positive  disposi- 
tion, ever  ready  to  give  their  opinion  at  a  breath,  they  are  as  apt  to 
be  wrong  as  right. 

Great  learning  and  great  breadth  of  reading  are  not  by  any  means 
to  be  despised ;  and  if  there  is  enough  power  of  mental  digestion  to 
assimilate  it,  and  make  it  contribute  to  real  knowledge  and  depth,  it 
is  a  great  blessing ;  but  if  it  burdens  and  overloads  the  brain,  the 
reading  had  better  be  more  limited,  and  better  understood. 

The  law  is  a  science  of  principles,  by  which  civil  society  is  regu- 
lated and  held  together,  by  which  right  is  eliminated  and  enforced, 
and  wrong  is  detected  and  punished.  Unless  these  principles  are 
drawn  from  the  books  which  a  student  reads,  and  deposited  in  his 
mind  and  heart,  his  much  reading  will  be  but  a  dry  and  unprofitable 
business.  On  the  contrary,  if  these  principles  are  discovered  be- 
neath the  dry  husks  of  the  text  books  and  reports,  if  they  are  ex- 
tracted, mastered  and  retained,  it  will  not  be  so  much  the  number 
of  the  books  studied,  as  the  success  with  which  this  digesting  and 
assimilating  process  is  pursued  in  studying  them,  which  will  make 
the  great  and  successful  lawyer. 

It  is  precisely  in  this  respect  that  Mr.  Dayton  was  a  profitable  and 
successful  student  of  the  law.  He  had  a  large  mind  and  strong 
common  sense,  which  always  led  him  instinctively  to  search  for  and 
seize  the  leading  and  governing  principle  which  underlay  a  book  or 
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case,  studied  or  referred  to,  or  a  cause  to  be  argued  or  tried.  This 
trait  characterized  hia  reading  and  studies  whilst  a  student  at  law, 
and  his  practice  as  a  lawyer  after  he  came  to  the  bar.  In  the  arguT 
ment  of  his  causes  he  always  stood  upon  some  broad  general  prin- 
ciple, or  fundamental  and  striking  view  of  his  case ;  he  could  not 
stoop  to  mere  technicalities. 

The  same  characteristics  distinguished  him  as  a  Judge.  There 
was  nothing  he  so  much  abhorred  as  to  decide  a  cause  on  narrow 
precedents  or  minute  technical  points.  This  arose  from  his  breadth 
of  mind  and  great  good  sense.  Strong,  sound  sense  was  the  basis 
and  most  marked  feature  of  his  intellectual  character. 

His  estimate  of  general  principles  as  comprising  the  vital  sub- 
stance ef  the  law,  is  well  expressed  in  the  address  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made. 

"The  law,"  says  he,  "is  a  science  enlarged  in  its  compass,  and  noble  in  its 
objects.  It  binds  the  elements  of  society  together,  keeping  all  its  discordant 
materials  in  place.  It  has  no  mysteries,  no  uncertainties  under  which  imposi- 
tion can  protect  itself.  In  litigation  there  is  no  quackery,  no  infallible  specific. 
Crowds  never  follow  ignorant  pretenders  to  legal  knowledge  into  courts  of  jus- 
tice tc  vindicate  their  civil  rights.  Notwithstanding  that  time  out  of  mind,  its 
glorious  uncertainty  has  furnished  a  theme  for  the  wit  of  the  world  ;  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  science  apart  from  mathematical  truth,  more  fixed  or  certain  in  its 
principles.  I  speak  not  of  local  laws — of  mere  statutory  provisions,  but  of 
that  great  system  of  principles  which  constitute  the  common  law,  and  in  which 
the  science  consists.  *  *  They  are  something,  be  it  remembered, 
apart  from  the  fact  in  litigation  *  *  They  are  a  body  of  principles 
reduced  from  reason  and  experience — based  upon  the  soundest  morals  and 
adapted  to  the  varied  wants  of  organized  society.  These  principles  are  fixed, 
and  constitute  the  science.  It  t's  to  the  study  of  these  principles  you  will  assiduously 
devote  yourselves.  Without  labour  in  mastering,  and  thought  in  applying  them, 
you  can  do  nothing,  literally  nothing.  Genius  alone  will  be  of  as  little  avail  as 
powder  without  lead ;  though  full  of  it,  you  are  but  a  blank  cartridge ;  you 
may  make  a  great  flash  and  noise,  but  will  send  nothing  to  the  mark." 

I  quote  his  words  thus  fully,  because  they  chime  in  with  the  lessons 
of  his  life,  and  aid  us  in  representing  to  our  own  minds  a  faithful 
image  of  his  intellectual  and  moral  personality. 

After  getting  his  attorney's  license  in  May,  1830,  he  concluded  to 
leave  his  native  county  and  settle  in  Monmouth.  He  first  located 
himself  at  Middletown  Point,  where  he  stayed  about  two  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Freehold,  the  county  seat ;  and  about  this  period 
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was  married  to  Miss  Vanderveer,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Ferdinand 
Vanderveer,  of  Somerville,  who  survives  her  husband.  The  Mon- 
mouth  County  courts,  especially  the  circuit  for  the  trial  of  Su- 
preme Court  cases,  were  at  that  period,  attended  by  Gen.  Wall, 
George  Wood,  Col.  Warren  Scott,  Chief  Justice  Green,  the  late 
James  S.  Green,  and  others  of  equal  eminence  in  the  profession, 
besides  the  local  lawyers  of  the  place,  Mr.  Ryall,  Judge  Randolph, 
and  others.  The  forensic  contests  of  these  men  and  forensic  con- 
test with  them,  furnished  a  most  excellent  school  for  the  develop- 
ment of  Mr.  Dayton's  peculiar  powers.  He  very  soon  took  rank  as 
a  young  man  of  great  promise.*  Gen.  Wall,  who  was  a  good  judge 
of  character,  detected  his  undeveloped  powers  on  first  coming  in 
contact  with  him ;  and  meeting  Mr.  Vroom  shortly  afterwards, 
whom  he  knew  to  have  been  Mr.  Dayton's  preceptor,  made  particu- 
lar enquiries  about  him,  and  predicted  his  future  eminence. 


*  A  newspaper  correspondent  relates  the  following  incident  which  took  place 
in  Freehold,  at  the  November  Court,  1833.  A  friend  of  the  writer  had  been 
indicted  for  resenting  an  insult,  and  had  employed  Mr.  Dayton,  to  defend  him. 
The  result  of  the  case  is  told  as  follows:  "  It  so  happened  that  the  outgoing 
sheriff,  John  M.  Perrine,  Esq.,  had  summoned  the  grand  jury  and  other  jurors 
at  the  usual  time,  and  that  the  recently  elected  and  qualified  sheriff,  Thos. 
Miller,  Esq.,  had  made  the  return  of  the  list  or  panel  to  the  court,  as  "  duly 
summoned,"  one  sheriff  summoning  and  the  other  sheriff  returning  the  jurors 
of  the  term.  Here  was  a  nut  which  counsellor  Dayton  presented  to  the  court 
to  be  cracked.  He  contended  that  the  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  jurymen 
were  illegal  and  void,  and  moved  the  court  to  quash  the  indictment  against  the 
defendant,  our  friend  G-ravatt.  Here  was  "a  pretty  kettle  offish."  If  one 
prisoner  was  discharged  or  remanded,  all  others  would  have  the  same  claim 
upon  the  court — all  indictments  of  the  term  would  be  null.  Counsellor  Dayton 
made  a  short,  sensible  and  pointed  argument.  Attorney  General  White  replied, 
and  Judge  Ryerson  without  hesitation,  declared  the  indictment  void.  The  de- 
fendent  was  discharged  upon  his  own  recognizance. 

"All  this  was  followed  by  a  buzz  through  the  then  little  village  of  Freehold. 
Young  Dayton's  name  was  upon  every  body's  tongue.  You  could  hear  the 
exclamations  "  What !  all  the  indictments  quashed  ?"  "  No  criminal  business 
this  term?"  "  That  Dayton  is  sharp."  "He  knows  more  than  we  thought," 
with  sundry  similar  expressions  of  commendation.  From  that  day  Mr.  Dayton 
had  no  lack  of  clients." 
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They  soon  became  warmly  attached  to  each  other,  and  the  success 
of  the  younger  advocate  was  a  matter  of  just  pride  and  gratulation 
to  his  generous  senior,  although  he  often  felt  the  weight  of  those 
blossoming  talents  to  his  cost.  When  appropriate  notice  was  taken 
of  Gen'l  Walls'  death  in  the  Supreme  Court  many  years  afterwards, 
Mr.  Dayton  is  recorded  to  have  spoken  in  a  feeling  manner  of  the 
character  of  the  deceased ;  but  when  he  came  to  speak  of  his  per- 
sonal relations  with  Gen'l  Wall,  the  tide  of  recollection  was  too 
strong,  large  tears  flooded  his  eyes,  and  he  resumed  his  seat. 

So  rapidly  did  Mr.  Dayton  rise  in  the  public  estimation,  both  in 
regard  to  talents  and  character,  that  in  1837,  he  was  chosen  to  rep- 
resent the  Whig  party  on  their  Legislative  ticket  as  candidate  for 
the  Legislative  Council.  Monmouth  was  a  strong  Democratic 
County,  having  for  five  successive  years  elected  the  Jackson  ticket 
by  large  majorities.  But  in  1837  came  the  great  commercial  crash, 
consequent  upon  the  expansions,  the  extravagance,  and  the  reckless 
speculations  of  previous  years,  and  with  it  a  revolution  in  the  polit- 
ical world,  which  finally  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
administration,  and  the  election  of  Gen'l  Harrison  to  the  Presidency. 
In  1837,  the  revolution  commenced  in  New  Jersey,  and  Monmouth 
was  one  of  the  counties  which  completely  changed  its  political  front. 
The  entire  Whig  ticket  was  elected,  and  Mr.  Dayton  took  his  seat 
in  the  Legislative  Council.  The  Whigs  had  a  majority  in  both 
houses  and  retained  it  for  six  successive  years,  each  year  electing 
William  Pennington,  Governor.  The  legislature  of  1837-8,  of  which 
Mr.  Dayton  was  a  member,  in  its  Second  Session,  in  February, 
passed  one  law  which  had  a  very  important  effect  on  the  judiciary 
system  of  this  State.  Up  to  that  period  we  had  no  county  court 
of  ordinary  civil  jurisdiction,  except  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  so-called  because  the  Supreme  Court  was  a  Superior  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  as  well  as  a  court  of  criminal  and  prerogative  juris- 
diction. The  Inferior,  or  county  court  was  composed  of  an  indefi- 
nite number  of  judges,  from  three  to  a  dozen  or  more,  none  of  whom 
were  ever,  or  rarely  ever,  selected  from  the  bar,  or  for  any  legal 
knowledge  they  were  supposed  to  possess.  This  constitution  of  the 
county  courts  rendered  it  necessary  to  bring  all  important  litigation 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  either  originally,  or  by  a  process  of  re- 
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moval  from  the  Inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court,  technically  called  a 
habeas  corpus  cum  causa.  The  increasing  population  and  business  of 
the  State  caused  to  be  felt  the  necessity  of  a  local  tribunal,  having 
the  confidence  of  the  bar,  and  the  people,  and  bringing  justice  at  mod- 
erate expense  home  to  every  man's  door.  Mr  Dayton  was  chairman 
of  the  jndiciary  committee  of  the  Council,  and  in  that  capacity,  as 
well  as  in  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  advocated  the 
bill  referred  to,  entitled,  "An  act  to  facilitate  the  administration  of 
of  justice,"  by  which  a  county  court  of  original  and  unlimited  juris- 
diction in  civil  cases,  was  created,  to  be  called  a  Circuit  Court  and 
to  be  held  by  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  four  times  a  year  in 
each  county.  A  circuit  had  formerly  been  held  twice  a  year  in 
each  county,  by  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  for  the  mere 
trial  of  jury  causes  in  the  Supreme  Court ;  but  the  new  Circuit 
Court,  besides  the  trial  of  these  causes,  was  invested  with  original 
jurisdiction  in  all  civil  cases,  as  before  stated,  and  soon  became  and 
has  ever  since  remained  the  most  popular  court  of  common  law 
jurisdiction  in  the  State.  The  new  duties  required  of  the  Supreme 
Court  judges  by  this  law,  which  went  into  effect  on  the  14th  of  Feb- 
ruary 1838,  rendered  necessary  an  increase  of  judicial  force,  and  the 
1st  section  of  the  law  added  two  additional  judges  to  the  Supreme 
bench.  On  the  28th  of  February  the  legislature  in  joint  meeting, 
elected  Mr.  Dayton  and  John  Moore  White,  then  attorney  general, 
to  fill  the  new  seats  on  the  bench  which  the  law  had  thus  created. 
Mr.  Field  another  member  of  the  same  Legislature,  was  appointed 
Attorney  General  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Justice  White. 

The  Supreme  Court  was  originally  composed  of  a  Chief  Justice 
and  two  associate  Justices,  called  respectively  2d  and  3d  Justices. 
In  March,  1798,  a  fourth  justiceship  had  been  added,  and  the  Hon. 
Elisha  Boudinot  of  Newark  was  appointed  to  fill  it ;  but  on  the  expi- 
ration of  his  term  of  office,  in  1806,  the  legislature  repealed  the  law, 
and  left  the  bench  with  three  judges  (a  chief  and  two  associates),  as 
before ;  which  constitution  remained  until  the  passage  of  the  law  of 
1838. 

Judge  Dayton,  like  his  relative  Judge  Southard,  was  a  young  man 
for  so  distinguished  a  position,  being  only  just  turned  thirty-one 
years  of  age  ;  but  it  is  generally  agreed  that  in  the  discharge  of  is 


80  MEMORIAL    OF  HON.  WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON. 

duties,  probably  no  man  could  hare  been  selected,  who  would  have 
exhibited  greater  ability,  impartiality,  or  dignity  than  he.  I  have 
not  the  time  on  this  occasion,  to  review  any  of  his  decisions,  or  to 
descant  on  the  nature  of  the  questions  which  came  up  in  adjudication 
before  him.  But  I  may  make  the  general  remark,  that  his  opinions 
were  characterized  by  the  same  marks  of  good  sense  and  sound  dis- 
crimination, disentangled  from  small  technicalities  and  mere  matters 
of  form,  which  the  general  character  of  his  mind  would  naturally 
lead  us  to  expect.  His  associates  were  Chief  Justice  Hornblower, 
and  Justices  Ford,  White  and  Nevius.  Justice  Thomas  C.  Ryerson 
was  on  the  bench  when  he  was  first  appointed,  but  died  in  the  follow- 
ing August.  The  Supreme  Court  of  this  State,  during  the  time  Judge 
Dayton  was  on  the  bench,  continued  to  enjoy,  as  it  always  has  done, 
the  highest  confidence  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  respect 
of  her  sister  states.  Our  judiciary,  at  least,  is  one  of  the  things,  to 
which  we  can  point  with  just  State  pride. 

On  the  18th  of  February  1841,  after  three  years  of  honorable 
service  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  Dayton  resigned 
that  position,  and  returned  to  the  practice  of  the  law,  in  the  city  of 
Trenton,  where  he  then  resided.  He  had  for  some  time  contempla- 
ted this  step  ;  but  was  dissuaded  from  it  until  now  by  his  brethren 
on  the  bench,  and  some  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar,  "  He 
will  carry  with  him,"  said  the  leading  journal  of  the  State,  "  to  the 
less  arduous  pursuits  of  private  life,  the  consciousness  and  the 
credit  of  having  discharged  his  public  functions  with  honor  to  him- 
self and  the  court."  His  judicial  career  having  been  thus  brought 
to  a  close,  we  have  next  to  consider  him  in  public  life,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  New  Jersey  in  the  National  Legislature. 

Mr.  Southard,  after  a  lingering  illness  of  several  weeks,  died  at 
Fredericksburg  on  the  26th  of  June,  1842.  He  had  for  the  second 
time,  represented  this  State  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  since 
March  4th,  1833.  A  little  more  than  one-half  of  his  second  term 
had  elapsed.  Congress  being  in  session,  and  the  State  Legislature 
not  in  session,  it  devolved  upon  Governor  Pennington  to  appoint 
Mr.  Southard's  successor ;  and  on  the  second  of  July,  he  appointed 
Mr.  Dayton,  who  took  his  seat  on  the  sixth.  I  think  it  may  be 
justly  said  that  the  appointment  was  but  in  accordance  with  the  gen- 
eral feeling  and  preference,  of  the  Whig  party  in  the  State. 
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Mr.  Dayton's  senatorial  career  extended  over  a  period  of  nearly 
nine  years.  His  appointment  to  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Southard, 
was  confirmed  by  the  legislature  on  its  first  session  in  October, 
1842  ;  and  in  February  1845,  he  was  re-elected  for  the  full  term, 
commencing  in  March  of  that  year,  and  ending  March  4th,  1851. 

The  period  covered  by  these  nine  years,  was  a  very  important 
and  eventful  one  in  our  history  ;  and  the  chief  actors  in  it,  with 
whom  Mr.  Dayton  was  brought  in  contact,  were  historical  characters, 
whose  names  will  go  down  to  the  latest  ages  of  the  republic.  Dur- 
ing this  period  occurred  the  independence  of  Texas,  its  consolidation 
with  our  Territory,  the  Mexican  War,  the  acquisition  of  California, 
New  Mexico  and  Arizona ;  the  slavery  agitation  which  ensued  upon 
this  acquisition ;  the  compromises  of  .that  subject,  which  were 
attempted,  which  were  made,  and  which  were  broken  ;  the  settle- 
ment of  our  North  Eastern  and  North  Western  boundaries  with 
Great  Britain.  These  were  some  of  the  absorbing  topics  which 
were  discussed  and  disposed  of  in  that  interesting  epoch,  embracing 
the  administrations  of  Tyler,  Polk  and  Taylor,  and  the  commence- 
ment of  that  of  Fillmore. 

When  Mr.  Dayton  entered  the  Senate,  he  found  there  such  men 
as  Calhoun  and  Preston  of  South  Carolina,  Berrien  of  Georgia, 
Benton,  William  C.  Rives,  Silas  Wright,  Crittenden  of  Kentucky, 
James  Buchanan,  Levi  Woodbury,  Rufus  Choate,  Evans  of  Maine, 
Morehead  of  Kentucky,  Willie  P.  Mangum,  Phelps  of  Ver- 
mont Robert  J.  Walker  of  Mississippi,  and  others,  their  fit 
peers  and  rivals  in  consultation  and  debate.  Clay  had  deliver- 
ed his  celebrated  valedictory,  and  resigned  on  the  last  day  of 
March  previous,  in  disgust  at  the  ingratitude  of  Republics,  as 
Benton  ill-naturedly  says,  because  his  party  had  preferred  Gen'l 
Harrison  as  a  more  available  candidate.  Webster  was  in  President 
Tyler's  cabinet,  holding  the  portfolio  of  foreign  affairs.  He  was 
just  then  negotiating  the  Ashburton  treaty,  which  defined  our  North 
Eastern  Boundary,  and  which  was  signed  the  9th  of  August.  He 
did  not  resign  till  the  following  year.  He  returned  to  the  Senate, 
however,  in  1845.  Mr.  Clay  returned  in  1849.  In  the  course  of 
his  Senatorial  career,  Mr.  Dayton  also  met  in  the  Senate,  Hale  of 
New  Hampshire,  Dickinson,  Dix  and  Seward  of  New  York,  John 
12 
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M.  Clayton  of  Delaware,  Reverdy  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Badger  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Duffie  of  South  Carolina,  Dawson  of  Georgia, 
Bell  of  Tennessee,  Corwin,  Ewing  and  Chase  of  Ohio,  Soule  and 
Downs  of  Louisiana,  Jefferson  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Douglass  of 
Illinois,  Cass  of  Michigan,  King  and  Clemens  of  Alabama,  Hamlin 
and  Evans  of  Maine,  Fremont  and  Gwin  of  California.  Mr.  Miller 
of  our  own  State  was  his  colleague  during  the  whole  period. 

This  list  of  names  is  sufficient  to  show  that  no  council  in  the 
world  at  that  time,  exceeded  in  dignity  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  certainly  no  legislative  body  was  charged  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  more  weighty  questions  or  the  settlement  of  more 
important  national  affairs.  The  organization  of  the  national 
power  in  its  ultimate  form  over  half  a  continent,  and  the  final  con- 
solidation of  the  national  territory  of  this  Western  Republic,  was 
the  duty  of  the  day  and  the  hour. 

The  United  States  Senate  Chamber  at  that  period,  was  one  of 
the  grandest  and  noblest  arenas  for  the  exhibition  of  oratory  and 
statesmanship.  I  remember  well,  and  can  never  forget  the  impres- 
sion made  upon  my  mind,  by  the  appearance  and  deliberations  of 
this  body,  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit  to  "Washington,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1839.  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  witness  debates  between 
most  of  the  great  men  of  that  day, — Clay,  Webster,  Calhoun,  Pres- 
ton, Silas  Wright,  Benton,  Southard,  and  their  associates.  I  was 
then  young,  and  of  course  open  to  vivid  and  deep  impressions.  Bat 
after  making  due  allowances  on  this  account,  I  must  say  that  noth- 
ing of  which  I  ever  read  or  heard,  came  up  so  fully  to  my  concep- 
tion of  what  is  august,  dignified,  and  grand  in  solemn  and  delibera- 
tive assemblies.  Mr.  Dayton,  I  need  hardly  say  to  this  audience, 
for  most  of  us  remember  it  well,  was  equal  to  the  place.  He  was  a 
fit  representative  of  the  gallant  and  conservative  State  from  which 
he  came.  Although  becomingly  modest  among  the  Nestors 
of  the  Senate,  and  although  he  was  chary  of  his  speech,  deeming  it 
the  part  of  wisdom,  rather  to  listen  than  to  be  too  constant!}'  listened 
to,  he  soon  took  rank  among  the  ablest  men  of  the  Senate,  and  ac- 
quired the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  his  associates.  And 
whilst  his  views  were  fixed  and  decided  on  most  of  the  political 
issues  of  the  day,  and  generally  coincided  with  those  of  the  party  to 
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•which  he  was  attached,  he  relied,  in  an  eminent  degree,  as  he  always 
had  done,  on  his  own  independent  judgment.  Hence,  when  de  did 
speak,  there  was  an  originality  and  force  of  thought,  and  earnestness 
of  expression,  which  invariably  ensured  him  the  respectful  attention 
of  the  Senate. 

One  of  the  first  speeches  made  by  Mr.  Dayton  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  was  in  vindication  of  the  national  credit,  and  the  public  faith 
of  the  government.  It  was  in  February,  1843.  It  was  at  a  time, 
when,  as  some  of  us  may  remember,  almost  every  branch  of  indus- 
tr}r  was  prostrated,  not  having  yet  recovered  from  the  financial  crash 
of  1837.  The  government  was  without  resources;  the  public  secur- 
ities had  been  offered  to  foreign  capitalists,  and  had  been  declined. 
Among  those,  who  for  a  long  course  of  years  had  been  decrying  the 
general  government  and  federal  institutions,  at  the  expense  of  state 
sovereignty,  a  continual  snarl  of  dissatisfaction  and  depreciation  of 
everything  national  was  kept  up,  until.  Mr.  Dayton's*  loyal  feelings 
were  aroused ;  he  could  stand  it  no  longer.  Mr.  McDuffie  of  South 
Carolina,  had  offered  some  resolutions,  declaring,  first,  that  it  was  the 
solemn  and  urgent  duty  of  Congress  to  adopt  without  delay,  efficient 
measures  to  revive  the  crippled  and  decaying  commerce,  replenish 
the  impoverished  exchequer,  and  await  the  alarming  accumulation  of 
the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  (which  at  that  time  was  less 
than  forty  millions) ;  secondly,  that  a  modification  of  the  tariff  to  a 
mere  revenue  basis,  so  as  to  meet,  in  some  sort,  the  free  trade  inclin- 
ations of  Great  Britain,  and  to  circumvent  the  threats  of  smuggling 
along  our  Northern  frontier  was  necessary;  and  thirdly,  that  a  rigid 
system  of  retrenchment  and  reform,  was  rendered  imperative  by  the 
deplorable  state  of  the  public  finances. 

Mr.  Evans  of  Maine,  had  offered  an  amendment,  amongst  other 
things,  declaring  that  one  great  want  of  the  country,  was  a  currency 
of  uniform  value;  and  censuring  the  states  which  had  repudiated 
their  indebtedness,  as  a  principal  cause  of  our  want  of  credit,  and 
declaring  that  those  debts  were  binding,  and  could  not  be  annulled, 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  people  of  those  states  to  take  meas- 
ures to  pay  them.  Mr.  Dayton  proposed  instead  of  this  amend- 
ment, a  resolution,  declaring  that  the  distrust  and  obloquy  cast  upon 
the  Federal  Government,  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  those  states  to 
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pay,  was  an  unjust  and  unfounded  imputation  upon  its  credit  and  good 
faith;  that  while  the  government  deplores  the  misguided  policy  of 
those  States,  it  disclaims  all  liability,  legally,  or  morally,  for  such 
delinquency,  and  in  vindication  of  its  own  uublemished  faith  and 
honor,  it  appeals  with  confidence  to  its  past  history.  His  speech  in 
support  of  this  resolution,  rings  out  with  a  clear  sound  of  unfaltering 
loyalty  to,  and  faith  in,  our  government  and  country.  He  hurls  back 
upon  great  Britain,  whose  bankers  and  scholars  had  joined  in  a 
tirade  of  abuse  against  us  and  our  institutions,  the  charge  of  faith- 
lessness to  public  obligations,  and  shows  how  the  national  debt  of 
England,  of  which  ours  would  not  pay  the  discount  for  thirty  days, 
originated  in  fraud  and  oppression  against  the  public  creditors.  He 
takes  the  President  to  task  for  publishing  our  shame,  by  sending  to 
Congress  a  public  message,  detailing  his  unsuccessful  efforts  to  bor- 
row money  abroad,  and  speaks  with  scorn  of  his  proposition  to  offer 
a  mortgage  on  the  public  lands. 

"  Sir,',  said  he,  "  I  am  a  citizen  of  the  Federal  Government  of  the  United 
States;  lam  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey;  neither  hath  ever  dis- 
honored their  faith  by  a  broken  promise.  Aside  from  other  objections  to  this 
plan,  my  feelings  revolt  at  it  as  an  indignity,  as  an  unmerited  imputation.  An 
American  President  recommends  to  an  American  Congress,  that,  in  addition  to 
onr  national  faith,  we  give  collateral  security  by  mortgage ;  that  we  submit  to 
terms  in  the  markets  of  the  world,  not  asked  of  other  nations ;  terms  implying 
a  distrust  of  our  integrity,  and  our  honor!  "  *  *  The  money  could 
have  been  procured,  and  has  been  procured  (at  home)  without  any  such  extra- 
ordinary means.  But  if  it  could  not  have  been,  taxation  was  open  to  us ; 
better  that,  than  negotiating  on  terms  implying  a  distrust  of  our  integrity." 
And,  again;  "  Sir,  there  is  no  Government  in  the  world,  that  ought  to  stand 
higher  than  that  of  these  United  States.  There  has  none — no  not  one,  acted 
with  a  faith  more  pure.  And  how  is  it  with  the  other  sovereignties  ?  Not  one 
can  be  named  which  is  not  staggering  under  its  load."  Then,  after  stating  the 
amounts  of  debts  of  the  principal  European  powers,  he  adds :  "  With  these 
budgets  of  iniquity  upon  their  backs,  (the  fruits  of  rapine  and  war),  they  stag- 
ger along  like  the  old  sinner  of  Bunyan's  Allegory,  reading  homilies  to  us, 
doubting  whether  we  can  follow !  We,  in  lusty  youth,  carrying  the  weight  of 
a  thistle  down,  and  with  an  inheritance  stretching  from  sea  to  sea !  There  is  a 
cool  assurance  in  this  thing,  to  which  the  history  of  the  world  has  no  parallel." 

So  he  always  talked.  Such  was  the  stand  he  always  took.  Con- 
fidence hi  his  country,  love  for  it,  zeal  for  its  faith  and  honor, 
pride  in  its  institutions,  scorn  for  its  secret  enemies,  those  who  en- 
deavored to  stab  its  reputation  at  home,  and  to  hold  it  up  to  shame 
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and  contempt  abroad — undying  faith  in  the  greatness,  the  glory  and 
the  perpetuity  of  our  nationality, — and  at  the  same  time  always  a 
Jerseyman.  such  shall  we  find  WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON,  not  only  in  the 
Senate,  but  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

In  1843,  our  State  politics  experienced  a  change.  The  democrats 
carried  the  legislature  and  elected  the  Hon.  Daniel  Haines,  governor. 
The  legislature  instructed  Mr.  Dayton  to  vote  for  the  bill  to  remit 
Gen'l  Jackson's  fine,  with  interest.  This  was  in  December,  1843. 
He  took  occasion,  on  presenting  the  resolutions  to  the  Senate,  to 
give  his  views  on  the  subject  of  legislative  instructions.  Of  course 
he  took  the  conservative  ground  which  was  always  maintained  by 
the  party  to  which  he  belonged.  In  a  very  respectful  and  proper 
manner,  he  laid  down  what  he  considered  the  true  rule.  He  said  : 

"  But  I  am  unwilling,  at  this  stage  of  the  question,  to  announce  what  will 
be  my  final  vote  upon  the  bill  I  am  here  for  advisement,  and  so  long  as  a 
single  hour  remains, — until  discussion  and  deliberation  are  both  exhausted,  I 
hold  myself  "  open  to  conviction."  Should  I  finally  doubt,  the  instructions  of 
a  New  Jersey  legislature  would  have  with  me  a  controlling  power.  But,  sir, 
while  I  thus,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  acknowledge  the  high  estimate  I  place 
upon  the  opinions  of  that  body,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  utterly  deny 
the  binding  force  of  these  instructions.  I  will  not  shield  myself  from  a  just 
responsibility  by  subterfuge  or  evasion.  I  repeat  that  I  utterly  deny  the  bind- 
ing force  of  these  instructions.  This  chamber  was  not  intended  as  an  automa- 
ton chess-board,  nor  we  as  senseless  pieces  with  which  others  play  a  game. 
If  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey  go  further  than  to  advise  me  of  their  wishes, 
— to  communicate  what  they  believe  to  be  the  sentiments  of  our  common  constit- 
uents, they  usurp  a  power  which  does  not  belong  to  them.  They  were  elected 
for  no  such  purpose.  I  hold  my  place  on  this  floor,  subject  to  no  limitation 
save  that  affixed  by  the  constitution ;  and  responsible  to  no  power  save  that  of 
the  people.  Between  them  and  me,  I  acknowledge  no  such  "go-between." 
Firmly  and  yet  respectfully,  I  shall  repel  every  attempt  to  encroach,  in  this 
or  any  other  form,  upon  my  constitutional  rights. 

"  Sir,  I  was  not  elected  to  this  body  for  any  specific  object,  but  for  general 
legislative  purposes.  So  soon  as  I  assumed  my  seat,  not  New  Jersey  alone, 
but  the  entire  Union  was  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  my  judgmeut,  of  however 
little  value  it  might  be. 

"Although  New  Jersey  may  be  satisfied,  as  far  as  it  is  concerned,  to  have  its 
legislature  think  for  me,  will  Massachusetts,  will  Georgia,  will  Kentucky 
consent  ?  As  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  I  have  relations  with  them.  If 
I  substitute  the  judgment  of  a  New  Jersey  legislature  in  place  of  my  own, 
what  becomes  of  those  relations?  how  are  those  duties  satisfied  ? 

"  But,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  the  initiatory  step  on  my  part,  was  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  these  United  States.  Has  this  doctrine  of  instruc- 
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tions  its  origin  there  ?  Far  from  it.  The  object  of  that  provision  which  gives 
to  the  office  its  duration,  was  expressly  intended  to  provide  against  those  con- 
stant changes  which  this  doctrine  must  bring  about.  This  was  intended  as  the 
conservative  department  of  government,  a  something  above  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  popular  impulse,  or  sudden  change ;  and  yet  this  doctrine  assumes 
that  a  legislative  body,  elected  annually,  may  direct  us  in  our  official  action  here, 
or  drive  us  from  our  seats.  If  this  be  so,  the  constitutional  provision  is  nullified. 
But  it  is  not  so ;  the  very  act  of  resigning  sooner  than  violate  one's  conscience 
by  obeying,  admits  the  whole  argument.  The  reasoning  by  which  this  doc- 
trine is  attempted  to  be  enforced,  if  I  understand  it,  is,  that  senators  being 
appointed  by  the  legislature,  represent  the  State — the  one  as  the  principal,  the 
other  as  the  agent.  That  wherever  the  principal,  through  its  legislature, 
chooses  to  instruct,  it  takes  the  responsibility,  and  the  agent  is  bound  to  obey. 
And  yet  these  gentlemen  who  profess  to  act  upon  this  doctrine,  uniformly 
resign  when  instructed  to  vote  in  conflict  with  their  own  judgment.  And  yet 
the  vote  to  be  given  is  rarely,  if  ever,  a  question  of  moral  right  or  wrong ;  it 
is  a  question  of  judgment  only — a  mere  matter  of  political  expediency.  And 
yet  upon  such  a  question,  and  where  the  principal  assumes,  as  they  say,  all  the 
responsibility,  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  resign  sooner  than  violate  their 
consciences  by  obedience.  Sir,  the  act  of  resigning  is  an  admission  that,  in 
despite  of  instructions  the  responsibility  is  yet  with  them.  If  the  legislature 
have  the  right  to  direct  us  in  our  duties  here,  how  on  such  a  question,  involving 
no  moral  principal,  can  it  affect  the  conscience  or  the  honor  to  obey  ?  This  is 
one  of  those  difficulties  growing  out  of  this  doctrine,  and  the  practice  under  it, 
to  which  I  apprehend  there  is  no  satisfactory  solution. 

"  My  views  upon  this  subject  are  fortunately  not  the  growth  of  my  present 
position ;  they  were  expressed  long  ago,  and  under  other  circumstances.  In 
the  year  1838,  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  the  legislative  council  of 
New  Jersey.  Gen'l  "Wall,  a  highly  respectable  citizen  of  that  State,  then  held 
a  seat  in  this  body,  politically  opposed,  as  he  was,  to  a  large  majority  of  both 
branches  of  our  legislature.  His  friends  had,  a  few  years  preceding,  been  lib- 
eral in  their  instructions  to  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  and  the  late  Mr.  Southard ;  and 
their  want  of  obedience  had  been  denounced  wilh  the  utmost  bitterness.  But 
the  face  of  things  had  now  changed ;  their  weapon  was  in  our  own  hands.  It 
was  supposed  by  some  that  it  was  our  duty  to  strike ;  and  that  Gen'l  "Wall 
must  obey  or  leave  his  seat.  1  then  assumed  the  position  for  which  I  contend 
now — the  right  to  express  our  opinions,  our  sense  of  what  we  believed  to  be 
the  views  of  our  constituents,  but  that  the  same  was  not,  and  could  not,  con- 
stitutionally, be  binding  upon  a  member  of  this  body.  In  this  modified  form, 
resolutions  were  passed.  They  were  utterly  disregarded  by  Gen'l  "Wall.  He 
said  they  were  not  instructions.  Nor  were  they  in  the  sense  that  he  understood 
the  word.  But  if  we  were  the  principal,  and  he  the  agent ;  if  we  were  the 
master,  and  he  the  servant,  —of  what  importance  was  the  form  of  expression? 
The  servant  who  knows  the  will  of  his  master,  is  as  much  bound  to  conform 
thereto  as  though  he  had  his  command.  Words  are  but  the  shell ;  it  is  the 
sense  which  constitutes  the  kernel." 

In  the  course  of  this  session,  the  question  of  taking  possession  of 
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Oregon  was  considerably  discussed.  By  a  convention  entered  into 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  1818,  and  renewed 
in  1827,  the  two  nations  held  a  joint  occupancy  of  the  Country,  sub- 
ject to  be  discontinued  on  a  year's  notice.  Some  attempts  had  been 
made  to  effect  a  settlement  of  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  parties, 
but  without  success.  As  early  as  1815,  our  ambassadors  had 
offered  to  divide  the  Country  by  the  49th  parallel,  although  our 
claim  extended  to  the  Russian  possessions,  in  latitude,  54°  40'.  This 
offer  had  been  rejected  by  the  English  Commissioners.  Immediately 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  Ashburton  Treaty ;  a  further  attempt 
was  made  on  our  part  to  get  a  settlement  of  the  question.  In  1843 
the  offer  of  1815,  was  renewed  by  our  minister  in  London,  and 
again  declined.  Meantime  the  Western  .States  began  to  get  restive 
on  the  subject,  and  to  insist  on  a  more  satisfactory  disposition  of  the 
affair;  and  in  January,  1844,  Mr.  Semple  of  Illinois,  offered  a  res- 
olution requesting  the  President  to  give  the  requisite  notice  for 
terminating  the  joint  occupation  of  the  .territory.  Bills  were  also 
introduced  to  establish  a  line  of  military  posts  from  the  Mississippi 
to  Oregon  Territory,  for  the  organization  of  a  territorial  government, ' 
and  for  guaranteeing  to  settlers  a  section  of  land,  etc. 

Mr.  Dayton  opposed  the  resolution  us  uncalled  for,  improper  and 
calculated  to  involve  us  in  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  on  a  question 
eminently  proper  for  negotiation  or  arbitration.  Having  discussed 
the  titles  of  the  two  countries,  and  shown  that  whilst  our  title  was 
undoubtedly  the  strongest,  there  was  nevertheless  fair  ground  for 
difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject ;  he  expressed  these  very  states- 
manlike views. 

"  But  my  position  is,  that,  upon  principals  of  national  law,  the  question  of 
Oregon  is  the  very  question  of  all  others,  properly  the  subject  of  nego- 
tiation, and  even  of  arbitration,  in  preference  to  war.  By  reference  to 
those  writers  who  treat  upon  this  subject,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  dis- 
tinction is  made  between  such  rights  as  are  denominated  essential  rights ; 
or,  in  other  words,  rights  upon  the  maintenance  of  which  the  safety 
and  existence  of  a  nation  depends,  and  such  rights  of  inferior  importance 
as  concern  merely  its  interests.  The  latter  are  always  the  proper  subjects  of 
negotiation  and  arbitration ;  the  former  never.  (Vatel,  279.)  And  the  reason 
of  the  distinction  is  obvious.  Now,  it  can  scarcely  be  pretended  that  either  the 
safety  or  existence  of  this  nation,  depends  upon  its  possessing  all  or  only  a  part 
of  Oregon.  It  is  therefore  one  of  those  questions  upon  which,  should  we  re- 
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fuse  negotiation,  and  assume  an  attitude  of  positive  defiance,  the  sentiment  of 
the  civilized  world  would  be  against  us.  The  power  of  Great  Britain  as  I  view 
the  question,  is  wholly  aside  the  case.  There  is  something  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  the  physical  power  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  combined — it  is  the 
moral  power  of  public  sentiment.  The  one  could  but  wasie  our  substance  and 
destroy  our  people ;  the  other  can  take  away  our  good  name." 

Mr.  Dayton  further  contended  that  the  Country,  in  itself,  aside 
from  its  being  necessary  to  our  Pacific  Commerce,  was,  by  all  ac- 
counts, a  country  hardly  worth  a  contest.  His  observations  on  this 
point  are,  at  the  present  day,  curious  enough,  and  illustrate  the 
wonderful  progress  of  events  within  the  last  twenty  years.  After 
adverting  to  the  Indian  difficulty — showing  we  would  be  separated 
from  Oregon,  by  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  fierce  and  hostile 
savages,  to  whom  we  owed  some  duties  of  justice  and  humanity — he 
dilated  on  the  undesirableness  for  a  long  time  to  come,  of  having 
Oregon  so  far  filled  with  settlers,  as  to  take  the  relation  either  of  a 
State,  or  an  organized  territory. 

"But,  Mr.  President,"  said  he,  "aside  from  all  questions  of  this  kind  the 
principal  one  remains.  How  will  the  speedy  settlement  of  Oregon  effect  us  ? 
In  my  judgment,  it  must  be  injuriously.  The  interests  of  the  nation,  the  dic- 
tates of  a  sound,  far-seeing  policy,  are  against  it.  To  decide  this  question,  it 
is  necessary  to  fix  what  is  to  be  the  real  character  of  this  distant  settlement. 
Is  Oregon  to  be  first  a  Territory,  and  then  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union  ? 
Or  must  it  ever  remain  a  distinct  government,  colonial  in  its  character  ?  The 
friends  of  the  measure  say  the  former,  of  course,  and  they  even  now  have  the 
bill  on  our  tables,  organizing  a  vast  territorial  government.  Now,  sir,  the 
history  of  the  past  may  justify  almost  any  extravagant  expectation  for  the 
future,  but  the  admission  of  Oregon  as  a  State  of  this  Union  seems  to  me  as 
undesirable  on  the  one  hand,  as  it  is  improbable  on  the  other.  Undesirable 
because,  by  the  aid  of  the  representative  principle,  we  have  already  spread 
ourselves  to  a  vast,  and  almost  unwieldy  extent.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  un- 
limited extension  of  this  government  by  the  aid  of  that  principle.  The  arch 
has  just  so  much  strength  as  its  centre,  and  no  more.  Every  man  must  see 
that  the  inevitable  consequence  of  increasing  the  number  of  States,  (more 
especially  if  distant,  and  with  peculiar  interests),  must  increase  the  number  and 
amount  of  conflicting  interests.  Upon  the  admission  of  the  very  state  which 
the  Senator  represents,  this  country  was  shaken  as  by  an  earthquake.  We 
have  already  conflicting  interests,  more  than  enough ;  and  God  forbid  that  the 
time  shall  ever  come,  when  a  State  on  the  banks  of  the  Pacific,  with  its  inter- 
ests and  tendencies  of  trade  all  looking  towards  the  Asiatic  nations  of  the 
East,  shall  add  its  jarring  claims  to  our  already  distracted  and  overburdened 
confederacy. 

"  But  it  is  not  only,  in  my  judgment,  undesirable,  but  improbable.     Distance 
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and  the  character  of  the  intervening  country,  are  natural  obstacles,  forbidding  the 
idea.  By  water  the  distance  around  Cape  Horn  is  said  to  be  about  18,000  miles. 
By  land,  the  distance  by  the  only  line  of  travel  is  about  5,000  miles  from  this  spot 
to  Fort  Vancouver,  in  the  valley  of  the  Wallamatte !  We  are  much  nearer, 
then,  to  the  remote  nations  of  Europe  than  to  Oregon.  And  when  considered 
in  reference  to  the  facilities  of  communication,  Europe  is  our  next  door  neigh- 
bor. And  this  state  of  things  must  continue,  unless  some  new  agent  of  inter- 
communication shall  cast  up.  The  power  of  steam  has  been  suggested.  Talk  of 
steam  communication — a  railroad  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia?  Why,  look 
at  the  cost  and  bankrupt  condition  of  railroads  proceeding  almost  from  your 
Capital,  traversing  your  great  thoroughfares.  A  railroad  across  2,500  miles 
of  prairie,  of  desert,  and  of  mountains !  The  smoke  of  an  engine  through  those 
terrible  fissures  of  that  great  rocky  ledge,  where  the  smoke  of  a  volcano  only 
has  rolled  before !  Who  is  to  make  this  vast  internal,  or  rather  external,  im- 
provement ?  Tne  State  of  Oregon,  or  the  United  States  ?  Where  is  to  come 
the  power?  Who  supply  the  means?  "The  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru  dis- 
emboweled would  scarcely  pay  a  penny  in  the  pound  of  the  cost."  Nothing 
short  of  the  lamp  of  Aladdin  will  suffice  for  such  an  expenditure.  The  extrava- 
gance of  the  suggestion  seems  to  me  to  outrun  what  we  know  of  modern 
visionary  scheming.  The  South  sea  bubble,  the  Dutchman's  speculation  in 
tulip  roots,  our  own  in  town  lots  and  multicaulis,  are  all  common  place 
plodding  in  comparison.  But  the  suggestion  seems  to  me  properly  part  and 
parcel  of  this  great  inflated  whole.  Viewing  this  subject  practically,  we  must 
see  that  no  such  communication  can  ever  be  made.  "  It  wont  pay!"  At  least 
700  or  800  miles  of  this  travel  must  ever  remain  as  it  now  is,  rugged  mountain 
and  barren  desert — a  great  American  Sahara,  and  all  the  volcanic  piles  beyond. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  they  may  not  be  passed ;  but  I  do  say  they  are  ob- 
stacles which,  in  my  opinion,  forbid  that  convenient  accessibility  necessary  to 
the  intercourse  of  all  that  become  States  of  this  Union." 

Neither  Mr.  Dayton  nor  anyone  else  then  foresaw,  that  the  mines 
of  Mexico  and  Peru — or  at  at  least,  mines  equal  to  them,  would  in 
reality  within  five  years  from  the  time  of  that  speaking  be  discovered 
near  Oregon,  and  disemboweled  from  the  earth  by  throngs  of  many 
thousands,  flocking  thither  from  the  old  states;  and  that  the  railroad 
and  the  telegraph  would  become  so  developed  as  to  annihilate  time 
and  space,  arid  connect  the  States  on  the  Pacific  with  those  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  East,  by  ties  as  strong  as  those  which  ever 
bound  the  old  thirteen  together. 

It  only  remains  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  gasconading 
which  was  indulged  in,  for  political  effect,  about  having  the  whole  of 
Oregon  up  to  latitude,  54°  40'  or,  "a  fight,1'  no  notice  was  given 
to  Great  Britain ;  but  Mr.  Polk  and  his  secretary  Mr.  Buchanan, 
quietly  continued  the  negotiations  which  Mr.  Tyler  had  commenced, 
13 
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until  they  resulted  in  the  acceptance  of  the  line  of  49°  North  lati- 
tude as  our  Northern  limit,  by  the  Treaty  of  June  15th,  1846, 
thus  settling  this  boundary  question  forever. 

THE    TAEIFF. 

In  this  session  the  Tariff,  so  long  a  most  fruitful  source  of  discus- 
sion and  disagreement  in  our  national  councils,  came  on  the  tapis 
again.  The  compromise  act  of  1833  had  prescribed  a  gradual  re- 
duction of  all  duties  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  article  im- 
ported, no  matter  what  those  articles  were.  This  minimum  rate  was 
to  be  attained  on  the  1st  of  July,  1842 ;  and  after  that,  all  duties 
were  to  be  collected  in  cash,  and  no  credits  given  therefor ;  and 
were  to  be  laid  for  the  purpose  of  raising  such  revenue  as  might  be 
necessary  to  an  economical  administration  of  the  Government,  and 
were  to  be  assessed  on  the  value  of  the  goods  at  the  port  of  entry. 
Such  was  the  Compromise  Act — based  on  the  principles  of  a  blind 
free  trade — paying  no  regard  to  the  character  of  the  articles,  or 
whether  they  were  articles  of  luxury  or  necessity,  or  whether  pro- 
duceable  at  home  or  not.  This  compromise  was  come  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  the  South.  It  was  one  of  those  grand  efforts  of 
the  great  compromiser,  Clay,  which  will  be  better  understood  and 
accurately  appreciated  when  men's  heads  become  more  clear  than 
they  are  yet,  from  the  influence  of  personal  and  political  attachments 
and  from  the  fears  of  Southern  threats  of  disunion. 

Long  before  July  1st,  1 842,  arrived,  it  became  very  clear  that  the 
compromise  act  was  neither  adequate  to  raise  the  required  revenue 
of  the  country,  nor  suited  to  the  exigencies  of  its  industry  or  business. 
And,  by  its  terms,  after  that  period  such  duties  were  to  be  imposed 
as  should  at  least  meet  the  former  requirement. 

Accordingly,  in  August,  1842,  just  after  Mr.  Dayton  had  entered 
the  Senate,  Congress  had  passed  a  new  Tariff  Act,  graduating  the 
duties  upon  different  articles  with  some  regard  to  the  manufacturing 
interests  of  the  country,  and  making  them  specific  or  ad  valorem  as 
seemed  best  calculated  to  effect  the  objects  in  view. 

Many  of  the  duties  thus  imposed,  of  course  exceeded  20  per  cent, 
ad  valorem.  Various  efforts  were  made  from  time  to  time  to  break  down 
this  tariff,  and  bring  the  rates  back  to  the  standard  of  the  com  pro 
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mise  act ;  but  they  were  unsuccessful  as  long  as  the  Whig  party 
continued  paramount  in  the  Senate,  which  it  did  during  the  entire 
administration  of  Mr.  Tyler.  After  the  election  of  Mr.  Polk,  the 
tariff  of  1842  was  superseded  by  that  of  1846,  which  was  far  more 
acceptable  to  the  advocates  of  free  trade. 

Mr.  Dayton  always  warmly  sided  with  his  party  in  this  question 
of  the  Tariff,  and  did  all  in  his  power  to  preserve  that  which  had 
been  lately  established.  In  January,  1844,  Mr.  McDuffie,  of  South 
Carolina,  moved  to  reduce  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act  of  1842  to 
the  compromise  standard. 

The  subject  having  been  viewed  and  discussed  from  almost  every 
standpoint  by  the  ablest  debaters  of  the  country,  it  seemed  hardly 
probable  that  any  new  interest  could  be  given  to  it.  But  Mr.  Day 
ton,  in  April  of  this  year,  in  a  very  able  and  original  speech  which  he 
made  against  Mr.  McDuffie's  resolution,  presented  it  in  its  relations  to 
agriculture,  contending,  contrary  to  the  general  assumption,  that  an 
efficient  protective  tariff  was  a  benefit  to  the  agricultural  as  well  as 
to  the  other  great  interests  of  the  country.  The  old  argument 
against  the  tariff  had  always  been  that  it  was  calculated  to  enrich 
the  manufacturer  at  the  expense  of  the  farmer.  Mr.  Dayton  com- 
menced his  speech  as  follows  : 

"The  tariff  act  of  1842  has  realized,  more  than  realized,  the  expectations  of 
its  friends.  As  a  means  of  revenue,  it  has  filled  the  empty  coffers  of  your 
country.  As  a  means  of  protection  to  labor,  its  power  has  been  almost  miracu- 
lous ;  it  has  raised  domestic  industry  from  the  dead.  A  thousand  branches  of 
industry  have  sprung  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  night. 

'•It  is  my  purpose  to  relieve  this  act,  as  far  as  I  can,  of  the  charge  of  partiality 
in  its  benefits  and  operations.  It  has  been  charged  here  and  elsewhere  that 
the  tariff  act  of  1842,  as  well  as  the  system  of  which  it  is  a  pan,  is  calculated 
to  plunder  the  agriculturist  and  enrich  the  manufacturer ;  or  in  the  emphatic 
words  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Woodbury),  it  is  a  system  for 
skinning  the  farmer. 

"It  is  of  that  interest  and  to  that  interest  I  mean  principally  to  speak.  It  is 
to  the  farmers  of  the  country  that  this  system  has  been  most  misrepresented, 
and  by  them  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  understood.  If  it  shall  be  found  to  be  a 
system  of  robbery,  let  them  deal  with  those  who  sustain  it  accordingly.  I 
think  it  may  be  demonstrated  that  the  agriculturists  are  interested  in  the  per- 
petuity of  this  system,  to  an  extent  at  least  equal  to  any  other  class  of  the  com- 
munity, and  that  from  the  very  beginning  they  themselves  have  been  the  re- 
cipients of  its  bounty  and  the  objects  of  its  care." 

He  made  a  masterly  examination  of  the  subject  thus  propounded  ; 
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after  giving  a  history  of  the  various  tariffs,  and  showing  that  many 
articles  of  agricultural  production  were  directly  protected  by  the 
act  of  1842,  he  proceeded  to  elaborate  his  principal  proposition,  that 
the  home  market  afforded  to  our  farmers  by  the  establishment  of 
manufactures,  far  outweighs  all  counter  considerations.  The  value  of 
productions  consists  not  in  amount  only,  but  in  convenience  of  mar- 
ket. He  also  showed  from  the  history  and  experience  of  other 
nations  that  the  condition  of  the  agriculturist  has  always  been  most 
prosperous  when  the  manufacturing  interest  was  fostered.  The  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  country  superinduced  by  an  enlarged  system  of 
manufactures,  was  urged  with  great  force.  On  this  point  he  said : 

"But  the  agriculturists  of  our  country  have  an  interest  in  the  protection  of 
manufactures  of  a  more  enlarged  character.  If  any  interest  may  specially  be 
called  the  country's,  it  is  theirs.  They  have  a  deep  interest  in  this  question,  as 
a  question  of  political  economy — of  material  wealth.  When  they  are  invoked 
to  abandon  manufactures,  and  buy  and  sell  abroad,  they  will  count  the  cost. 

"1.  The  country  is  to  sink  the  immense  capital  now  invested  in  machinery, 
buildings,  &c. 

"2.  The  country  is  to  sink  the  skill  of  its  citizens — something  of  vast  import- 
ance, when  you  recollect  the  value  of  that  skill  as  compared  with  common  labor, 
in  the  production  of  national  wealth. 

"3.  The  country  is  to  sink  all  that  power  for  producing  national  wealth  which 
lies  in  machinery  and  its  propelling  agents,  water,  wind,  steam,  &c. — a  power 
equal  in  this  country  to  many  millions  of  men.  All  these  must  be  abandoned 
to  the  foreign  manufacturer,  while  we  return  to  the  simple  elementary  agents 
of  production,  How  much  wealth,  as  a  nation,  could  we  thus  produce,  com- 
pared with  what  we  now  produce  ?  Have  a  people  ever  existed  who  have  be- 
come wealthy  in  the  production  of  raw  material  alone  ?  "Would  not  that  coun- 
try necessarily  become  poor  which  should  so  engage  itself,  and  exchange  the 
productions  of  its  labor  for  the  labor  of  another  country  engaged  in  manufac- 
tures ?  It  would  have  to  give  the  labor  of  at  least  five  men  at  home  in  ex- 
change for  the  more  valuable  labor  of  one  man  engaged  in  manufactures  and 
aided  by  machinery  abroad. 

"In  every  aspect  of  this  question,  the  farmers  of  this  country  have  personally 
and  politically  the  deepest  interest  in  the  perpetuity  of  this  system  of  protec- 
tion to  American  industry,  and  the  development  of  American  resources." 

Closely  connected  with  these  considerations  are  those  that  relate 
to  the  moral  and  intellectual  advancement  of  a  people.  He  said  : 

"But,  sir,  this  question  connects  itself,  too,  with  the  intelligence  and  civiliza- 
tion of  the  country.  A  high  state  of  mechanical  or  manufacturing  improve- 
ment has  ever  marked  a  people  of  higher  intelligence  than  those  engaged  in 
producing  raw  material  Apart  from  England,  already  referred  to,  and  looking 
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to  the  Continent,  we  cannot  forget  that  those  beams  of  light  which  first  fringed 
with  silver  the  edge  of  the  dark  ages,  arose  from  the  cities  of  Germany,  the 
early  home  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing  industry.  It  was  from  Ghent 
the  woolen  manufacture  came  to  England.  Nay,  sir,  we  might  almost  say  that 
the  universities  of  Germany  are  but  higher  emanations  of  the  same  spirit. 
Geneva,  with  its  little  population  of  twenty-five  thousand,  has  a  fame  which 
knows  no  limit.  It  was  among  her  artizans  that  the  lights  of  the  Eeformation 
found  an  asylum  and  a  home.  Yet  her  fame  rests  even  more  upon  her  watch- 
makers than  her  universities.  They  have  grown  together,  each  giving  warmth 
and  support  to  the  other,  without  which  perhaps  both  had  long  since  been  life- 
less— cold  as  the  waters  of  their  own  Leman.  I  might  run  round  the  world 
and  upon  every  spot  where  mechanical  or  manufacturing  skill  has  flourished, 
show  a  people  marked  for  intelligence  and  civilization.  This,  sir,  is  a  matter 
for  consideration  when  patriotism  is  invoked  to  shut  up  the  manufactory  and 
the  workshop." 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen  the  subject  better  or  more 
forcibly  discussed  upon  its  true  grounds,  than  Mr.  Dayton  discussed 
it  in  this  speech.  It  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  moral  as  well 
as  material  interest  of  every  great  country,  its  independence  and 
dignity,  as  well  as  the  happiness  of  its  people,  require  that  it  should 
be  strengthened  and  embellished  by  all  the  useful  and  all  the  liberal 
arts  ;  and  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  those  arts  is  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  civil  government.  Though  it  should  be  true 
(which  is  very  doubtful),  that  the  fostering  and  development  of 
manufactures  bore  hardly  on  particular  interests  and  particular  dis- 
tricts, yet  the  general  good  to  the  whole  nation  which  would  be 
thereby  effected  would  more  than  counterbalance,  even  to  these  par- 
ticular interests  or  districts,  the  disadvantages  they  suffered. 

The  compromise  to  which  we  have  referred,  was  intended  to  defer 
to  a  particular  interest  and  a  particular  district  of  the  country,  at 
the  expense  of  the  industrial  independence  of  the  whole  country. 
No  such  compromise  can  ever  be  permanently  successful  in  accom- 
plishing its  objects. 

ANNEXATION    OF    TEXAS. 

Soon  came  up  the  absorbing  question  relating  to  the  annexation 
of  Texas — the  first  of  that  long  series  of  measures  and  events  which 
ended  in  the  immense  enlargement  of  our  territories,  and  in  the 
almost  interminable  discussions  and  disputes  respecting  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery ;  and  finally  culminated,  in  our  times,  in  the  late 
gigantic  rebellion. 
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Mr.  Dayton,  like  many  other  of  our  most  sagacious  statesmen, 
suspected  from  the  first  the  motives  of  the  projectors  of  Texan  an- 
nexation, saw  the  coming  danger  afar  off,  and  uniformly  opposed  the 
project. 

The  secret  history  of  this  project  is  given  by  Mr.  Benton  in  his 
Thirty  Years'  View.  His  close  connection  with  the  events  of  that 
period,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the  principal  actors, 
gave  him  eminent  advantages  for  such  an  exposition.  He  traces  the 
whole  plot,  most  unerringly,  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  who  set  it  on  foot  for 
the  purpose,  primarily,  of  effecting  his  own  elevation  to  the  Presi- 
dency, and  strengthening  the  slave-holding  interest  in  the  Union ; 
and  secondarily,  if  not  successful,  of  dissolving  the  Union,  and 
forming,  together  with  Texas,  a  powerful  Southern  Confederacy. 
The  repeal  of  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  the  annexation  of  Texas,  or 
disunion,  were  the  burden  of  speeches,  and  toasts  at  political  meetings 
and  fourth  of  July  dinners  in  South  Carolina  and  elsewhere.  The 
subject  was  started  and  soon  got  into  politics.  Others  availed 
themselves  of  it,  as  well  as  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  a  stalking  horse  to  ride 
into  power. 

Mr.  Tyler  had  recurred  to  the  subject  of  Texas,  and  the  desira- 
bleness of  putting  an  end  to  the  border  warfare  kept  up  between  her 
and  Mexico,  in  his  annual  message  of  1843.  His  language  was 
peculiar :  "  Considering  that  Texas  is  separated  from  the  United 
States  by  a  mere  geographical  line — that  her  territory,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  many,  down  to  a  late  period  formed  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States — that  it  is  homogenous  in  its  population  and 
pursuits  with  the  adjoining  States,  and  makes  contributions  to  the 
commerce  of  the  world  in  the  same  articles  with  them — and  that 
most  of  her  inhabitants  have  been  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
speak  the  same  language,  and  live  under  similar  institutions  with 
ourselves — this  government  is  bound  by  every  consideration  of  in- 
terest, as  well  as  of  sympathy,  to  see  that  she  shall  be  left  free  to 
act,  especially  in  regard  to  her  domestic  affairs,  unawed  by  force, 
and  unrestrained  by  the  policy  or  views  of  other  countries." 

Mr.  Webster  left  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  in  May,  1843. 
Mr.  Upshur,  a  friend  of  Mr.  Calhoun  and  of  the  Texan  project,  was 
appointed  his  successor,  and  after  his  death  by  the  unfortunate  acci- 
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dent  of  February,  1844,  Mr.  Calhoun  himself  took  the  place  best 
fitted  to  carry  out  his  bold  designs.  On  the  12th  of  April  he  had 
concluded  a  treaty  of  annexation,  with  the  Texan  Commissioners, 
which  was  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  22d.  For  the  purpose  of 
rushing  the  measure  through,  the  idea  had  been  started  that  England 
was  negotiating  for  Texas,  and  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 
therein.  The  treaty  was  rejected  by  a  vote  taken  on  the  8th  of 
June.  One  great  objection  to  annexation  was  that  it  would,  if  done 
at  that  time,  necessarily  involve  a  war  with  Mexico.  The  subject 
entered  largely  into  the  discussions  of  the  ensuing  political  cam- 
paign. Mr.  Calhoun  had  been  disappointed  in  getting,  by  means  of 
the  spirit  which  he  had  thus  raised,  the  nomination  for  the  Presi- 
dency. But  he  had  prevented  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
and  Mr.  Polk  became  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party.  Clay 
and  Frelinghuysen  bore  the  colors  of  the  opposite  side. 

In  an  address  to  his  constituents  at  Newark  in  June,  1844,  Mr. 
Dayton  had  warned  them  that  the  object  of  seeking  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  was  to  break  down  the  tariff  and  strengthen  the  slave 
power  by  the  creation  of  four  new  slave  states.  "  The  constitu- 
tional compromise,"  said  he,  "by  which  this  feature  [of  allowing 
three-fifths  of  all  slaves  in  the  basis  of  representation]  was  engrafted 
into  our  political  system  was  solemnly  agreed  to,  and  we  will  stand 
by  it  as  long  as  the  Government  shall  last  But  it  is  asking  too 
much  to  bring  upon  us  an  entire  new  country  of  slaves  and  slave 
states  upon  the  same  terms.  "We  will  stand  by  the  compromise  as 
it  is ;  to  extend  it  would  be  not  to  extend  Liberty  but  Slavery." 

Mr.  Tyler  in  his  next  annual  message,  Dec  1844,  strongly  advo- 
cated annexation.  He  said  that  Mexico  would  have  no  right  to 
complain,  as  Texas  was  actually  independent,  and  we  had  acknowl- 
edged her  independence ;  and  therefore  she  had  a  right  to  do  with 
herself  as  she  chose. 

Early  in  the  session  Mr.  McDuffie  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for 
effecting  annexation  on  the  basis  of  the  rejected  treaty.  Other  reso- 
lutions and  one  bill  were  offered ;  and  finally  a  joint  resolution  for 
direct  annexation  was  offered,  which  was  eventually  passed,  with 
certain  amendments.  One  of  these  was  offered  by  Mr.  Douglass  to 
the  effect  that  in  all  that  part  of  the  territory  noith  of  36°  30', 
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slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  except  for  crime,  should  be  pro- 
hibited. The  progress  of  these  resolutions  excited  much  debate. 
One  historical  writer,  speaking  of  these  debates  in  the  Senate,  says : 
"  Few  debates  have  ever  occurred  in  that  body  in  which  has  been 
engaged  a  stronger  array  of  talent,  or  which  have  been  more  highly 
characterized  by  legislative  decorum,  or  the  maintenance  of  Sena- 
torial dignity.  It  was  one  of  the  most  important  questions — perhaps 
the  most  important — ever  decided  by  an  American  legislature — the 
incorporation  of  an  independent  foreign  nation  into  our  own  by  a 
joint  resolution — an  act  which,"  I  still  quote,  "was  regarded  uni- 
versally as  an  exercise  of  an  extremely  doubtful  power,  and  by 
many  as  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution  upon  any  just  principle  of 
interpretation.  Although  the  question  had  excited  strong  party 
feeling,  the  reported  speeches  evince  entire  freedom  from  acrimony 
and  invective." 

Mr.  Dayton  delivered  his  views  on  the  subject  on  the  24th  of 
February.  He  took  the  ground  that  the  proceeding  was  unconstitu- 
tional, that  the  legislative  power  was  incompetent  to  effect  the  pro- 
posed object :  that  the  power  to  admit  "  new  states"  into  the  union, 
conferred  upon  Congress  by  the  Constitution  related  only  to  such  new 
states  as  should  be  formed  out  of  territory  already  belonging  to  the 
Union,  and  did  not  refer  to  foreign  countries ;  that  all  negotiations 
with  foreign  powers  belonged  to  the  President  and  Senate,  and  re- 
quired the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  latter  body,  in  which  all  the 
states  were  represented  :  that  this  was  a  feature  of  the  Constitution 
which  the  small  states  had  always  valued,  as  one  of  their  chief 
securities  against  the  overwhelming  power  of  the  large  States  :  that 
it  was  an  invasion  of  their  rights  in  this  respect,  and  an  enormity  in 
itself,  to  force  new  partners  upon  them  with  equal  representation  in 
the  Senate  and  greater  in  the  House,  by  a  simple  act  or  resolution 
of  Congress :  that  it  created  an  additional  slave  state,  with  the 
privilege  of  creating  four  more  slave  States ;  and  that  the  pretence 
of  carrying  out  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  declaring  that  slavery 
should  be  prohibited  in  all  that  part  of  the  territory  north  of  36°  30  , 
was  an  insult,  to  the  free  states.  No  part  of  the  territory  extended 
north,  of  that  line ;  and  the  proviso  had  the  effect  of  confirming 
slavery  in  all  the  territory  south  of  it — which  was  a  clear  infraction 


MEMORIAL  OF  HON.  WILLIAM  L.  DAYTON.  97 

of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  That  compromise  had  reference  to 
the  territory  then  owned  by  the  United  States,  and  not  to  new  terri- 
tories. This  project  would  introduce  a  vast  new  country  as  slave 
territory,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  pledges  ^involved  in  the  Mis- 
souri Compromise.  He  predicted  that  this  would  not  be  the  last 
attempt  of  the  slave  power  to  extend  its  own  area,  but  that,  when 
Texas  was  filled  up,  and  new  free  states  in  the  West  should  ask  for 
admission,  it  would  demand  still  further  extension,  and  not  rest  until 
it  had  reached  the  Pacific. 

The  conclusion  of  this  speech  is  worthy  of  being  repeated  here : 

"  Mr.  President :  The  integrity  of  the  States  of  this  Union  must  be  preserved 
at  any  price  short  of  dishonor  and  impositions  on  its  parts  too  grievous  to  be 
borne.  We  ask  our  Southern  friends  not  to  press  us  too  far.  We  feel  that 
while  the  South  has  always  clamored  most,  she  has  had  least  cause ,  that  the 
government  has  been  almost  exclusively  in  her  hands  from  the  beginning.  The 
present  acquisition  we  deprecate,  first,  and  principally,  because  it  is  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution ;  and  next,  because  we  feel  that  it  can  bring  with  it  no 
commensurate  good  to  counterbalance  its  evils.  It  is  hanging  an  immense 
State  on  the  very  outermost  end  of  the  confederacy,  and  it  gives  it  the  advan- 
tage of  leverage  against  the  center.  If  it  cannot,  on  trial,  upheave  it,  it  may 
at  least  break  the  beam,  and  carry  a  large  fragment  away  with  it.  Sir,  we 
want  conciliation ;  and  we  want  forbearance  at  the  hands  of  the  South.  Of 
country,  God  knows  we  have  "  enough  and  to  spare  I"  Filled  from  its  verge 
to  its  centre  with  our  free  citizens  and  our  free  institutions,  where  in  the  com- 
pass of  light  could  you  find  a  nation  reflecting  more  of  greatness — more  of 
goodness  1" 

Before  the  vote  on  the  resolution  was  taken,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Missis- 
sippi, in  order  to  secure  that  of  Mr.  Benton,  offered  an  amendment 
authorizing  the  President,  in  his  discretion,  to  open  negotiations  for  a 
treaty  with  Texas  instead  of  presenting  the  resolutions  themselves 
as  a  direct  proposition  for  annexation. 

The  following  account  of  the  final  proceedings  was  given  at  the 
time  of  their  occurrence  : 

"  The  most  intense  anxiety  has  pervaded  the  public  mind  for  the  last  three 
weeks,  and  up  to  the  time  at  which  we  go  to  press  with  this  number,  every 
moment  adds  fresh  incident  to  the  topic.  For  two  weeks  the  United  States 
Senate  chamber  has  been  the  focus.  Upon  that  body  the  GREAT  QUESTION  de- 
volved. Daily  every  avenue  to  the  chamber  was  crammed  by  persons  from  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  Foreign  ministers,  agents,  and  officers  of  all  departments 
of  the  government  were  there,  citizens  and  strangers,  male  and  female.  All 
seemed  impressed  with  the  gravity  and  importance  of  the  question.  The  de- 
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bate,  for  talent  and  eloquence,  as  a  whole,  has  seldom  had  its  equal,  certainly 
has  never  been  surpassed  in  either  House  of  Congress.  The  uncertainity  of 
the  result — how  the  vote  would  be,  up  to  the  last  moment,  served  to  call  out  on 
each  side  the  utmost  strength  of  intellect  and  ardor.  There  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  during  the  struggle,  the  majority  wavered  first  to  the  one  side  and 
then  to  the  other  more  than  once.  *  *  *  * 

"After  taking  a  recess,  the  Senate  met  at  6  o'clock  to  determine  the  question. 
Mr.  Foster  proposed  an  amendment  to  that  of  Mr.  Walker,  which  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Archer  then  proposed  an  amendment,  directing  the  President  to  open 
negotiations  with  Texas  for  its  annexation  to  the  Union.  This  was  lost  by  a 
tie  vote,  26  to  26.  Mr.  "Walker's  amendment  then  came  up  and  was  adopted, 
ayes,  27,  nays,  25 ,  every  member  being  present.  The  resolution,  as  amended, 
was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading  by  the  same  vote.  The  bill  was  then 
read  a  third  time  amidst  a  profound  silence,  and  without  the"  yeas  and  nays 
being  called,  and  passed." 

The  annexation  was  consummated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1845,  by  a 
convention  of  the  people  of  Texas  acceding  to  the  terms  of  the  Joint 
Resolution. 

THE    MEXICAN    WAB. 

The  acquisition  of  Texas  involved  us  in  the  Mexican  War.  A 
force  was  immediately  sent  to  the  west  of  the  Nueces,  to  prevent 
the  Mexicans  from  invading  our  territory.  Gen'l  Taylor  arrived  at 
Point  Isabel,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  24th  of  March, 
1846.  A  fleet  of  transports  reached  the  same  place  half  an  hour 
later.  The  army  of  occupation  consisted  of  3,500  men.  About  a 
month  afterwards,  hostilities  commenced.  On  the  llth  of  May, 
President  Polk  sent  a  message  to  Congress,  announcing  a  state  of 
war,  which,  he  said,  had  been  commenced  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
whose  government  "  after  a  long-continued  series  of  menaces,  had 
at  last  invaded  our  territory,  and  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens on  our  own  soil."  He  invoked  the  prompt  action  of  Congress, 
to  recognize  the  existence  of  the  war,  and  to  raise  the  means  of 
prosecuting  it.  A  bill  for  raising  the  necessary  men  and  $10,000, 
000,  of  money  was  immediately  reported — and  passed  with  great 
unanimity  by  both  houses.  It  would  have  been  passed  unanimously, 
had  not  the  preamble  re-echoed  the  President's  fiction,  that  the  war 
had  been  begun  by  Mexico.  Senators  Mangum,  J.  M.  Clayton  and 
Dayton,  whilst  voting  for  the  bill,  on  the  principal  that  when  our 
country  is  in  a  fight,  we  must  stand  by  her,  right  or  wrong,  had  their 
protests  against  the  preamble  entered  on  the  journal. 
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Mr.  Dayton  was  consistent,  throughout,  in  his  comdemnation  of 
the  objects  and  purposes  of  the  war.  He  invariably  voted  the  nec- 
essary measures  to  sustain  the  executive  in  its  prosecution,  but 
always  under  protest.  His  views  were  quite  fully  developed  in  a 
speech  delivered  on  the  bill,  called  the  tenth  regiment  bill,  in  Janu- 
ary, 1847. 

WILMOT  PROVISO. 

On  the  first  of  March,  of  that  year,  he  contended  very  ably  and 
earnestly  for  the  application  of  what  is  commonly  called,  the  Wilmot 
Proviso,  to  the  acquisition  of  any  new  territory  from  Mexico,  at 
the  termination  of  hostilities ;  not  being  willing  to  encourage  any 
further  the  system  of  slavery  extension  which  had  been  so  signally 
developed  by  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

This  question  came  up  for  discussion  in  the  following  manner. 
On  the  4th  of  August,  1846,  the  President  had  sent  to  the  Senate 
a  confidential  message,  to  the  effect  that  he  had  resolved  on  making 
proposals  for  a  negotiation  with  Mexico — having  already  sent  a  letter, 
to  that  country  with  that  purpose  ;  and  asking  of  Congress  an  appro- 
priation of  money  to  aid  him  in  negotiating  a  peace.  The  object  of 
the  money  was  declared  to  be,  to  pay  Mexico  a  fair  equivalent  for 
any  concessions  she  might  make,  in  adjusting  a  permanent  boundary 
between  the  two  countries — that  is  to  say — to  acquire  additional 
territory  from  Mexico.  A  similar  message  was  sent  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  the  8th  of  August,  and  a  bill  was  immediately 
introduced  appropriating  $2,000,000,  to  enable  the  President  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  To  this  bill,  before  its 
passage,  David  Wilmot  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  following 
amendment,  which  acquired  so  much  notoriety,  as  the  famous 
"Wilmot  Proviso." 

"Provided.  That,  as  an  express  and  fundamental  condition  to  the 
acquisition  of  any  territory  from  the  Republic  of  Mexico  by  the 
United  States,  by  virtue  of  any  treaty  which  may  be  negotiated 
between  them,  and  to  the  use  by  the  Executive  of  the  moneys 
herein  appropriated,  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  shall 
ever  exist  in  any  part  of  said  territory,  except  for  crime,  whereof 
the  party  shall  first  be  duly  convicted." 
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The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  bill  passed.  It  failed,  how- 
ever, to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  and  Congress  adjourned 
without  making  the  appropriation  asked  for. 

There  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of 
pressing  the  "Wilmot  Proviso.  Mr.  Benton  and  others,  including 
many  conservative  whigs,  contended  that  it  was  nugatory,  inasmuch 
as  slavery  had  been  absolutely  abolished  in  Mexico,  and  therefore 
did  not  and  could  not  exist  in  California  or  New  Mexico,  the  terri- 
tories which  it  was  supposed  might  be  procured  in  the  negotiations. 
Others,  on  the  other  hand,  pointed  to  Texas  as  an  illustration  of  the 
futility  of  this  argument,  and  as  a  proof  that  slavery  would  force 
itself  into  any  new  territories  where  it  could  be  profitably  used  un- 
less expressly  prohibited.  Others,  again,  among  whom  where  Mr. 
Douglass  of  Illinois,  proposed  to  extend  the  Missouri  compromise 
line  to  the  Pacific,  and  thus  end  the  controversy  by  another  com- 
promise. 

Mr.  Calhoun,  and  the  extreme  Southern  party,  seized  upon  it  as  a 
new  cause  of  clamor  against  the  North,  denouncing  it  us  the  greatest 
possible  outrage  and  injury  to  the  slave  states.  Ac  the  same  time, 
Mr.  Calhoun  wrote  a  confidential  letter  to  a  member  of  the  Alabama 
legislature,  hugging  this  proviso  to  his  bosom,  Mr.  Benton  says,  as 
a  fortunate  event  as  a  a  means  of  "forcing  the  issue,"  (namely  of  a 
separation)  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  deprecating  any 
adjustment,  compromise  or  even  defeat  of  it,  as  a  misfortune  to  the 
South. 

Considering  the  ill  blood  that  it  was  made  the  occasion  of  engen- 
dering, it  may  be  deemed  to  have  been  a  very  questionable 
measure.  If,  however,  the  Southern  leaders  were  determined  to 
"force  the  issue  "  at  one  time  or  the  other — as  really  seems  to  have 
been  the  case — perhaps  the  pressing  of  this  Proviso  was  one  link  in 
that  chain  of  events,  which  an  over  ruling  Providence  designed  to 
terminate  in  the  overthrow  of  slavery,  and  the  crushing  out  of  the 
dogma  of  secession.  For  my  own  part,  I  always  deemed  it  an 
inexpedient  insistment  on  the  part  of  the  North. 

In  the  following  session,  a  bill  was  introduced  into  the  house 
appropriating  three  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  same  purpose  as  that 
contemplated  by  the  two-million  bill  of  the  previous  session,  and 
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this  Wilmot  Proviso  was  moved  as  an  amendment  by  Mr.  Hamlin 
of  Ohio,  and  adopted.  But  the  Senate  instead  of  waiting  for  the 
House  bill,  passed  one  of  its  own,  without  the  Proviso,  which  the 
house  finally  agreed  to  on  the  last  day  of  that  Congress,  March  3d, 
1847.  Whilst  the  matter  was  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  Mr.  Dayton  made  the  speech,  in  favor  of  the 
Proviso  to  which  I  have  alluded.  The  New  Jersey  Legislature  had 
passed  a  resolution  requesting  its  Senators  and  Representatives  to 
support  the  proviso,  and  Mr.  Dayton  very  cheerfully  complied  with 
this  request. 

He  contended,  first,  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  impose  such 
a  restriction,  that  is,  to  prohibit  slavery  in  its  territories ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  it  was  its  duty  to  do  so  now.  His  argument  on  the  first 
point  has  always  seemed  to  me  unanswerable.  Congress  is  the  only 
legislature,  the  only  fountain  of  law,  for  the  federal  territories.  If 
Congress,  or  such  territorial  legislature  as  it  may  delegate  for  the 
purpose,  cannot  impose  laws  upon  such  territories,  there  is  no  power, 
body,  or  jurisdiction  that  can — and  that  alternative  is  an  absurdity, 
for  all  territory  must  be  subject  to  some  government  or  other.  The 
United  States  is  a  government,  a  sovereign  power.  If  it  possesses 
territories,  no  matter  how  acquired,  it  must  have  the  usual  gov- 
ernmental prerogative  of  imposing  laws  upon  them.  The  con- 
stitution expressly  says  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass  all 
laws  necessary  to  carry  into  execution  the  powers  granted.  It  also 
expresely  declares  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

He  then  examined  and  demolished  the  proposition  contained  in  the 
resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  that  any  action  of  Congress 
which  should  prevent  the  citizens  of  a  Southern  State  from  emigrat- 
ing to  a  new  territory  or  state,  with  their  slave  property,  was  an 
unconstitutional  discrimination  against  such  Southern  State.  This 
proposition  he  showed  by  various  illustrations,  to  be  an  absurdity. 
In  New  Jersey  he  said  a  dollar  bill  passes  for  money,  in  Missouri  it 
does  not.  Congress  had  adopted  the  Missouri  plan  in  the  territories, 
prohibiting  the  use  of  dollar  bills  in  making  payment  for  any  of  the 
public  lands.  Was  this  an  unconstitutional  discrimination  against 
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New  Jersey  or  her  citizens  ?  If  Congress  held  the  law  making 
power  over  the  territories,  it  had  a  right  to  adopt  just  such  laws  for 
their  government  as  it  might  deem  most  for  their  benefit  and  pros- 
perity, without  inquiring  what  state  laws  they  coincided  with,  or 
what  they  differed  from. 

So  with  regard  to  conditions  imposed  by  Congress  upon  New 
States  on  their  admission  into  the  Union,  he  showed  that  they  are 
not  only  valid  in  principle,  but  it  has  even  been  the  practice  of 
Congress  to  impose  them.  Congress  is  not  bound  to  admit  any  State 
when  she  applies  for  admission,  and  if  not,  then  she  may  impose 
such  conditions  of  admission  as  do  not  conflict  with  the  constitution. 
If,  for  instance,  Congress  should  impose  the  condition,  that  the  New 
State  should  never  send  any  Senators  to  Congress,  such  a  condition 
would  be  repugnant  to  the  constitution  and  would  be  void.  But  it 
has  always  been  the  practice  of  Congress,  to  impose  certain  condi- 
tions. One  of  the  last  conditions  so  imposed,  was  in  the  case  of 
Minnesota,  to  wit :  that  that  state  should  not  impose  a  tax  on  the 
public  lands  for  five  years  after  their  sale.  Another  condition  usu- 
ally imposed  is  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  shall  never  be  taxed 
higher  than  those  of  residents.  These  are  merely  examples.  They 
have  always  been  deemed  valid. 

As  to  the  expediency  of  exercising  the  power  in  the  case  under 
discussion,  Mr.  Dayton  was  clear  that  it  should  be.  "  If "  said  he, 
"we  would  avoid  "future  and  blacker  discord,  now,  now  is  the  time, 
before  any  personal  interests  are  involved,  before  any  legal  rights 
vested,  while  all  is  yet  in  the  unpledged,  untold  future.  Sir,  if  this 
declaration  be  once  made,  it  will  control  the  conduct  of  Statesmen, 
— it  will  regulate  the  votes  of  Senators.  If  the  declaration  be  now 
made,  before  God,  I  believe  it  will,  in  its  results,  end  the  war.  If 
nothing  but  free  territory  is  to  be  acquired,  depend  upon  it,  a  South- 
ern President  will  scarcely  hold  it  worth  the  millions  of  money  and 
the  blood  it  will  cost  to  obtain  it." 

But  the  provision  was  not  adopted.  The  Three-million  bill  was 
passed  without  it.  California  and  New  Mexico  were  added  to  our 
domain ; — and  thereupon  arose  other  questions  respecting  the  organ- 
ization, government  and  status,  as  to  slavery  of  these  new  territories 
which  shook  the  country  to  its  centre.  Mr.  Calhoun  and  his  follow- 
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ers  declared  that  Congress  could^  not  prohibit,  could  not  legislate 
about  slavery  in  the  territories ;  and  that  any  such  legislation  would 
be  good  cause  of  disunion ;  the  growing  anti-slavery  party  declared 
the  exact  contrary,  and  that  Congress  ought  so  to  legislate ;  and  a 
large  middle  party  was  in  favor  of  some  compromise  of  the  matter 
that  should  end  the  dispute,  and  restore  quiet  to  the  country. 

When  the  treaty  with  Mexico  was  concluded  in  February,  1848, 
Mr.  Dayton  advocated  its  ratification,  being  the  first  whig  who  coun- 
seled this  course ;  and  in  a  speech  made  soon  after,  (April  llth)  he 
justified  himself  on  the  ground  that  the  administration  was  evidently 
determined  to  have  some  territory  before  closing  the  War,  and  the 
real  question  probably  was,  whether  we  were  to  have  the  territory  stip- 
ulated for  in  this  treaty,  or  more :  in  addition  to  this,  the  territory  stipu- 
lated for,  was  so  situated  and  of  such  a  character,  as  practically  to  pre- 
preclude  "  that  wretched  question  "  as  he  calls  it,  of  the  Wilmot 
Proviso.  "This  line  of  32°  North  latitude,  says  he,  "gives  us  a 
country  which,  I  apprehend,  can  never  become  permanently  a  slave 
country."  *  "  There  is  no  slavery  now  in  the  territory 

acquired  by  the  treaty."  "  The  only  remaining  question  is,  can  that 
country  ever  become  permanently  a  slave  country.  I  hold  that  it 
cannot.  Thus  then,  the  adoption  of  this  line  practically  avoids  this 
great  evil.  I  am  opposed  to  all  extension  of  slavery.  I  am  opposed 
to  all  extention  of  this  principle  of  representation.  But  while  en- 
tertaining these  sentiments,  I  will  never  turn  fanatic,  and  set  the 
world  on  fire  on  account  of  an  abstraction,  a  mere  theory,  unatten- 
ded by  practical  results.  Representing  a  constituency  with  nothing 
at  all  of  political  abolition  about  them,  I  rejoice  in  the  termination 
of  this  war,  in  a  manner  which  avoids  this  distracting  and  dangerous 
question." 

In  this  fond  hope,  alas,  the  Senator  was  doomed  to  be  sadly  mis- 
taken. The  question  continued  to  be  fomented  as  a  basis  of  acri- 
monious discussion  and  contention  between  the  different  sections  of 
the  Union. 

These  remarks,  show  however,  that  although  Mr.  Dayton  was 
invariably  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery,  he  reflected  the  con- 
servative feelings  of  his  native  State,  in  desiring  to  avoid  all 
occasions  of  fanning  the  flames  of  controversy  on  the  subject 
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It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  this  speech,  which  was  intended  to 
bring  the  Whig  side  of  the  House  to  the  support  of  the  treaty  and 
of  the  supplemental  measures  that  were  necessary  to  execute  it, 
was  mainly  devoted  to  the  refutation  of  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
23d  of  March  by  Mr.  Webster  against  the  treaty  and  all  measures 
auxiliary  to  it.  The  papers  of  the  day  said  that  Mr.  Webster  was 
very  much  excited  and  in  earnest  on  that  occasion,  and  produced 
one  of  his  grandest  intellectual  and  rhetorical  efforts.  But  Mr. 
Dayton  did  certainly  submit  the  logic  of  Mr.  W.  to  a  most 
searching  analysis,  and  proved,  I  think  conclusively,  that  the  true 
course  for  the  country  and  the  Whig  party,  was  to  carry  out  the 
treaty  in  all  its  parts. 

It  is  also  not  a  little  singular  that  in  a  speech  thus  devoted  to  the 
refutation  of  Mr.  Webster,  Mr.  Dayton  laid  down  and  dwelt  upon 
at  considerable  length,  the  position  which  Mr. Webster  subsequently 
took  up  in  discussing  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  namely, 
that  California  and  New  Mexico  (the  new  territories  acquired  by  the 
treaty)  were  entirely  unadapted  to  slave  labor,  and  therefore  we 
needed  no  restriction  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  reference  to  it.  Mr. 
Webster  in  his  great  speech  of  March  7,  1850,  it  will  be  recollected, 
declared  that  it  wanted  no  Wilmot  proviso  to  settle  the  question  of 
slavery  or  no  slavery  in  those  regions — the  God  of  Nature  had  set- 
tled it  at  the  creation. 

It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Dayton  were 
then,  also,  on  opposite  sides. 

An  attempt  was  now  made  to  organize  territorial  governments  for 
Oregon,  California  and  New  Mexico.  Various  amendments  being 
offered,  and  the  slave  question  being  again  brought  up,  a  compromise 
committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  all  the  bills  were  referred.  Mr. 
Clayton  was  chairman,  and  the  other  members  were  Messrs.  Bright, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Atchinson,  Phelps,  Dickinson  and  Underwood. 
They  were  appointed  July  llth,  1848,  and  on  July  19th  reported  an 
omnibus  bill  of  thirty-seven  sections,  to  establish  the  territorial  govern- 
ments of  Oregon,  California  and  New  Mexico.  This  bill,  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  Oregon,  continued  in  force  the  provisional  laws  enacted  by  the 
people  of  that  Territory  (which  prohibited  slavery),  until  three 
months  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  territorial  legislature,  and  so  far  as 
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related  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  it  left  the  question  of  slavery 
in  statu  quo,  and  prohibited  any  action  on  the  subject  by  the  provi- 
sional legislative  bodies  created  by  the  act,  leaving  that  question,  as 
the  committee  said,  to  be  settled  by  the  Judges,  with  an  appeal  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  right  to  carry  and  to  hold  slaves  in  those 
Territories  really  existed,  the  Court  would  so  decide  ;  if  not,  not. 
And  in  this  way  the  committee  believed  the  question  would  settle 
itself  without  further  agitating  the  country. 

Mr.  Dayton  voted  against  this  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  any  leg- 
islation, actively  to  be  adopted  by  Congress,  which  should  continue  in 
doubt  the  status  of  those  new  territories  as  to  slavery.  He  was  also 
especially  opposed  to  any  legislation  which  should  throw  the  ques- 
tion upon  the  Supreme  Court.  On  this  last  point  his  observations 
are  noteworthy.  He  said  : 

;i  But,  again,  for  one,  I  feel  an  utter  aversion,  an  invincible  repugnance  to 
throwing,  unnecessarily,  the  decision  of  this  exciting  question  upon  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Let  us  blow  off  our  own  political  steam,  and  that 
of  our  excited  constituents,  if  we  can.  That  Court  is  the  sheet  anchor  of  the 
hopes  of  conservatism  in  this  country ;  if  public  feeling  be  excited — as  it  is 
said  to  be — I  do  not  wish  unnecessarily  to  see  that  Conrt  stagger  under  the 
weight  of  this  question.  I  do  not  want  to  see  that  Court  forced  into  a  position 
where  it  will  have  to  decide  an  exciting  question,  having  fifteen  States  of  this 
Union  upon  one  side,  and  fifteen  upon  the  other.  Drag  that  Court  and  your 
Judges  into  this  scene  of  political  strife,  and  the  consequences  may  yet  be  de- 
plored by  us  all. 

'•  We  cannot  even  hope,  if  we  judge  of  the  mind  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
the  contrariety  of  opinion  we  have  had  here,  that  there  will  be  unanimity  upon 
that  bench ;  and  if  not  unanimity,  this  question  will  be  tried  over  and  over 
again.  Appointments  to  the  bench  will  be  made  in  reference  to  it.  You  will 
then,  sir,  have  dragged  this  tribunal — our  last,  our  only  hope — into  the  scene 
of  political  strife,  and  the  end  may  be  that  you  will  see  its  dead  body  fastened 
to  the  triumphant  car  of  one  political  party,  as  it  shall  ride  over  the  prostrate 
principles  and  down-trodden  battlements  of  the  other." 

The  bill  passed  the  Senate  the  same  day  (July  26th,  1848)  33  to 
22  ;  but  in  the  House,  it  was  contended  by  leading  Whig  members 
A.  H.  Stephens  of  Georgia  in  the  number,  that  all  the  bill  did  was 
to  postpone  the  question,  not  to  settle  it,  or  to  give  any  peace  to  the 
country  ;  and  two  days  afterwards  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 
of  114  to  96.  This  session  passed  without  effecting  any  legislation 
for  the  new  territories.  A  territorial  act  was  passed  for  Oregon  in 
August. 
15 
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In  the  second  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress,  ending  March  3d, 
1849,  being  the  first  session  after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California, 
and  after  the  rush  of  an  immense  emigration  thither,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  admit  California  and  all  of  New  Mexico  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  as  a  State.  This  Mr.  Dayton,  as  well  as  the  committee  to 
whom  the  matter  was  referred,  opposed.  He  thought  the  country 
was  not  yet  prepared  for  a  State  Government,  that  the  boundaries 
proposed  were  too  extensive  and  vague,  and  that  Congress  could  not 
constitutionally  create,  although  it  might  admit,  a  new  State.  That 
the  proper  course  was  to  establish  first  a  territorial  government,  and 
when  the  population  came, 'admit  them  as  a  State.  An  attempt  was 
also  made  to  extend  the  constitution  over  those  territories  and  all 
such  general  laws  of  Congress  as  might  be  applicable  to  their  condi- 
tion. This  Mr.  Dayton  opposed,  on  the  ground  that  the  constitution 
could  not  be  extended  by  a  mere  law  over  territories  where  it  did 
not  operate  proprio  vigore ;  and  that  so  to  extend  it,  if  it  could  be 
done,  would,  according  to  the  views  of  Southern  men,  alter  the 
status  of  the  territories  as  to  slavery.  He  would  not  have  any  such 
alteration  made  until  the  proper  time  should  come  for  affixing  a 
definite  form  to  the  institutions  or  government  of  those  regions. 

Nothing  was  done  for  the  new  territories  at  this  session,  except  to 
extend  the  revenue  laws  to  California,  and  direct  that  all  infractions 
thereof  should  be  tried  in  the  District  Court  of  Oregon, 

Thus  we  are  brought  down  to  the  administration  of  Gen.  Taylor, 
and  to  the  last  session  of  Congress  in  which  Mr.  Dayton  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  Senate.  The  duty  of  settling  the  grave  and  solemn 
questions  which  had  been  gathering  to  a  head  for  several  years  was 
thus  thrown  upon  the  new  administration.  The  President  called 
around  him  as  his  constitutional  advisers  Messrs.  Clayton,  Meredith, 
Crawford,  Preston,  Collamer,  Reverdy  Johnson  and  Ewing.  He 
was  a  Southern  planter,  and  a  blunt  honest  soldier,  and  true  patriot. 
If  ever  man  wished  to  do  right,  and  that  which  was  best  for  the 
whole  country  it  was  Zachary  Taylor. 

The  final  conflict  came  and  the  great  and  enduring  compromise 
(as  it  was  then  supposed)  was  made  at  the  first  session  of  Congress 
which  assembled  under  his  administration. 

Congress  met  as  usual,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  but  the 
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house  was  not  organized  till  Saturday  the  24th  of  December,  when 
Howell  Cobb  was  elected  speaker  over  Mr.  Winthrop,  by  a  plurality 
vote  of  102  to  99,  with  20  scattering. 

The  first  message  of  President  Taylor,  was  presented  on  the  24th. 
In  it  the  President  stated  that  the  people  of  California,  impelled  by 
the  necessities  of  their  political  condition,  had  recently  met  in  Con- 
vention, (September,  1849)  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Constitution 
and  State  Government ;  and  it  was  believed  they  would  shortly 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  Should  they  do  so, 
he  recommended  their  application  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
Congress. 

The  people  of  New  Mexico,  he  stated,  would  also  probably  soon 
ask  for  like  admission  into  the  Union. 

By  awaiting  their  action,  all  causes  of  uneasiness  might  be  avoided, 
and  confidence  and  kind  feeling  preserved.  With  the  view  of  main- 
taining the  harmony  and  tranquility  so  dear  to  all,  we  should  abstain, 
said  the  President,  from  the  introduction  of  those  exciting  topics  of 
a  sectional  character,  which  have  hitherto  produced  painful  appre- 
hensions in  the  public  mind ;  and  he  repeated  the  solemn  warning 
of  Washington,  against  furnishing  any  ground  for  characterizing 
parties  by  geographical  discriminations. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  attempt  of  the  President  to  nullify  the 
political  elements,  they  soon  began  to  gather  themselves  preparatory 
to  a  terrible  storm,  and  the  compromise  bills  were  not  finally  passed 
until  the  following  September. 

This  session  of  Congress,  the  first  and  only  one  under  President 
Tay lor's  administraton,  as  it  was  one  of  the  longest,  it  was  one  of  the 
most  eventful  and  exciting  ever  held.  It  continued  until  the  last 
day  of  September,  1850.  It  comprised  all  the  great  statesmen  of 
that  generation.  Clay,  Webster  and  Calhoun  were  there  at  its  com- 
mencement, and  each  partook  largely,  and  bore  an  important  part, 
in  its  deliberations.  Berrien,  Benton,  Cass,  Chase,  Douglass,  Phelps, 
Seward,  Badger,  and  Sam  Houston  were  there.  New  Jersey  was 
worthily  represented  by  Messrs.  Dayton  and  Miller.  Mr.  Calhoun 
made  his  last  great  efforts  in  this  session,  and  died  on  the  last  day 
of  March.  The  death  of  the  President  occurred  on  the  9th  of  July, 
and  Mr.  Fillmore  left  the  Senate  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  presi- 
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dency ;  and  on  the  22d,  Mr.  Webster  was  called  to  preside  over  the 
Department  of  State.  Mr.  Clay  remained  until  the  adjournment. 
The  work  of  this  session  seemed  to  be  the  summing  up  of  the  great 
drama  in  which  he  and  his  illustrious  compeers  had  so  long  been 
the  chief  actors. 

The  problem  to  be  solved,  if  it  could  be  solved,  was,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  contest  between  the  ahhereuts  of  slavery,  and  those 
who  desired  to  abolish  or  restrain  it.  It  involved  several  distinct 
questions.  One  was.  whether  slavery  should  or  should  uot  be  per- 
mitted in  the  new  territories  acquired  from  Mexico.  Another  related 
to  the  true  boundary  of  Texas.  A  third  was  as  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  district  of  Columbia.  And  the 
fourth,  was  the  demand  of  the  South  for  the  passage  of  a  more 
stringent  law,  for  the  rendition  of  fugitive  slaves. 

The  first  of  these  questions,  had  become  ramified  into  several 
branches.  It  was  well  understood,  and  conceded,  that  Texas  was 
slave  territory ;  but  the  boundaries  of  Texas  were  disputed.  Sla- 
very had  been  abolished  by  Mexico ;  and  hence  it  was  contended 
by  the  anti-slavery  portion  of  Congress,  that  all  those  territories 
which  came  to  us  directly  from  the  recent  cessions  of  territory  by 
that  country,  were  free.  A.nd  although  the  extreme  Southern  ele- 
ment insisted  that  the  citizens  of  slave  states,  had  a  constitutional 
right  to  emigrate  with  their  slave  property,  as  well  as  their  other 
property,  into  all  the  government  territories,  yet  they  did  not  like  to 
yield  a  certainty  of  right  in  whatever  territory  Texas  was  justly 
entitled  to.  Hence  the  settlement  of  the  boundaries  between  Texas 
and  New  Mexico,  was  one  of  the  difficult  things  to  be  determined. 
Again,  the  anti-slavery  members  insisted  on  the  insertion  of  the 
Wilmot  Proviso,  into  any  acts  passed  for  the  government  of  Utah 
and  New  Mexico.  As  for  California,  her  people  had  adopted  a  con- 
stitution prohibiting  slavery  forever,  and  early  in  the  session  her  repre- 
sentatives applied  for  her  admission  into  the  Union.  The  President 
communicated  this  constitution  and  request  to  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  on  the  13th  of  February.  He  had  alluded  to  the  subject, 
as  we  have  seen,  in  his  annual  message,  and  had  recommended  the 
admission  of  the  State,  without  waiting  for  New  Mexico  and  Utah. 

This  indicated  the  policy  of   the  administration,  to  settle  each 
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question  upon  its  own  merits  as  it  arose.  But  this  was  not  satisfac- 
tory to  the  South,  nor  to  many  of  those  who  wished  to  effect  a 
general  compromise  of  the  whole  subject.  Mr.  Calhoun  strenuously 
insisted  that  the  Southern  States  could  not  remain  in  the  Union 
with  safety  or  honor,  unless  they  had  sufficient  guaranties  for  the 
protection  of  their  institution  ;  and  that  no  guaranties  would  be 
sufficient  short  of  an  amendment  to  the  constitution.  A  large  party 
led  by  Mr.  Clay,  deemed  it  feasible  (as  had  been  done  by  the 
Missouri  Compromise)  to  allay  the  whole  agitation  by  a  general 
system  of  compromise  measures,  embracing  all  the  subjects  of  con- 
troversy. Deferring,  for  this  purpose,  to  those  who  advocated  the 
Southern  interests,  they  were  opposed  to  the  admission  of  California, 
with  the  constitution  adopted  by  her,  .without  at  the  same  time 
maturing  satisfactory  dispositions  of  the  other  contested  subjects. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  Mr.  Clay,  who  was  not  very  ardently 
disposed  to  co-operate  harmoniously  with  the  administration,  intro- 
duced a  series  of  resolutions  which  in  the  main,  formed  the  basis  of 
what  was  afterwards  agreed  to.  They  declared  that  California  ought 
to  be  admitted  as  a  State,  with  the  constitution  which  she  had  adop- 
ted ;  that  governments  ought  to  be  organized  in  the  other  territories, 
without  any  restriction  whatever  for  or  against  slavery  ;  that  Texas 
should  extend  Westerly  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  Northerly  to  a  line 
drawn  from  El  Paso,  to  the  South  West  angle  of  the  Indian  terri- 
tory ;  (this  was  afterwards  extended  farther  North)  that  the  slave 
trade  should  be  prohibited  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  that 
slavery  should  not  be  abolished  therein  without  the  consent  of  Mary- 
land; that  a  more  effective  law  for  the  surrender  of  fugitive  slaves 
should  be  passed.  Mr.  Clay  sustained  these  resolutions,  both  at  the 
time  of  their  introduction  and  afterwards,  by  some  of  his  ablest 
efforts.  On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Calhoun  made  his  great  speech 
on  the  subject,  which  was  read  by  Mr.  Mason.  On  the  7th  of 
March,  Mr.  Webster  delivered  that  magnificent  speech,  which,  it  has 
always  appeared  to  me,  was  his  greatest  senatorial  effort. 

Bills  were  introduced  on  the  various  subjects  referred  to,  and  a 
general  committee  was,  finally  appointed,  with  Mr.  Clay  at  its  head, 
who  recommended  their  passage.     In  the  end,  however,  they  were 
all  passed  as  separate  laws,  except  those  relating  to  the  boundary  of 
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Texas  and  the  boundaries  and  government  of  New  Mexico,  which 
were  united  into  one  bill.  Perhaps  the  fugitive  slave  law  excited 
more  opposition  than  any  of  the  others. 

Mr.  Dayton,  in  these  discussions,  advocated  generally  the  views 
of  the  President, — rather  than  the  compromise  projects  of  Mr.  Clay 
and  others.  He  expressed  the  belief  that  when  the  excited  state  of 
public  feeling  could  be  a  little  becalmed,  there  was  really  but  little 
to  quarrel  about,  and  no  necessity  for  a  grand  effort  at  compromise- 
His  speech  on  the  23d  of  March,  contained  a  very  able  argument  in 
favor  of  the  admission  of  California  with  the  Constitution,  which  she 
had  adopted.  It  also  contained  a  strong  argument  against  many  of  the 
features  of  the  proposed  fugitive  slave  bill.  As  to  the  other  territo- 
ries, New  Mexico  and  Deseret,  he  thought  there  was  no  occasion  to 
be  in  haste  to  provide  governments  for  them.  Let  them  stand  as 
they  are.  As  to  what  he  should  do  when  bills  should  be  presented 
for  that  purpose,  he  remarked  as  follows : 

""Well,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  be  asked,  what  then  ?  will  you  vote  for  the 
Wilmot  Proviso  ?  Is  that  your  principle  ?  My  answer  is,  that  I  am  willing 
for  the  present — to  stand  upon  the  doctrine  of  "non-intervention"  as  to  New 
Mexico  and  Deseret.  But  if  you  force  me  to  a  vote  on  this  question;  if  a  terri- 
torial bill  be  presented,  and  the  ordinance  of  1789  is  moved,  I  will  vote  for  it; 
but  if  voted  down,  I  may  yet  vote  for  the  bill ;  that  will  depend  upon  other 
circumstances.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  power  to  insert  the  ordinance  exists. 
The  power  has  beeu  often  exercised,  but  I  do  not  care  to  see  it  exercised  now 
hi  this  case,  if  you  are  willing  to  stand  opon  the  doctrine  of ."  non-intervention. 
But  then  it  will  be  asked,  do  you  think  slavery  will  go  into  the  territories  ?  If 
you  do  not,  why  should  you  vote  for  the  Proviso  ?  I  do  not  think  that  slavery 
will  go  into  these  territories  as  a  permanent  or  principal  institution.  Still,  I 
think  that  if  you  will  fill  Texas  with  slaves  up  to  the  line,  they  will  go  over, 
just  as  they  went  into  Illinois,  where,  at  the  last  census,  there  seemed  to  be 
still  some  three  hundred  and  twenty-odd.  But  if  there  were  doubt  in  my  mind, 
I  confess  a  strong  repugnance  to  having  my  vote  stand  on  the  record  against 
the  application  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  territory  now  free;  posterity  will 
not  stop  to  analyze  very  closely  our  reasons,  or  scrutinize  our  motives,  but  the 
vote  will  stand  on  record,  carrying  with  it  its  own  malconstru-.tion.  If  it  is 
understood  that  slavery  cannot  reach  that  country,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
question  has  come  down  to  a  small  point  indeed.  Why  not  insert  the  Proviso  ? 
We  are  told  that  it  will  offend  the  South ;  that  it  will  touch  their  sensibilities. 
Now  I  do  not  want  to  do  that ;  and  yet  if  it  be  a  question  of  sensibility 
between  the  North  and  the  South,  I  suppose  that  I  may  say  that  there  are  as 
many  persons  hi  the  North  whose  sensibilities  will  be  touched  by  its  omission, 
as  there  are  persons  in  the  South  whose  sensibilities  will  be  touched  by  ita 
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insertion.  But  now  this  great  question  (if  it  be  admitted  that  slavery  cannot 
go  there)  is  whittled  down  to  a  point  like  this — a  question  of  delicacy,  a  point 
of  etiquette  between  the  North  and  the  South,  and  we  have  had  all  this  war 
of  words  and  intense  excitement  about  a  question  of  this  kind.  Why, 
California  out  of  the  way,  never  was  there  such  an  insignificant  cause  for  sucn 
an  uproar.  "We  have  the  North  and  South  contending  with  each  other  to  des- 
peration, upon  the  small  chance  (an  admitted  decimal  only)  of  slavery  going 
where  it  is  said  it  cannot — into  these  territories  now  free.  The  subject  matter 
is  not  worth  the  effort ;  "  the  play  is  not  worth  the  candles."  *  *  * 

"  Let  us  dispose  of  California  first,  and  then  the  fugitive  slave  bill;  we  will 
thus  have  gotten  rid  of  two  of  the  greater  elements  of  excitement.  Then  as 
to  New  Mexico  and  Deseret,  let  them  alone ;  the  South  cannot  very  well  secede, 
because  we  do  nothing.  In  the  meantime  Nature  will  work  off  the  disease 
itself.  It  is  true  the  country  will  be  fevered  a  little  longer  by  this  process, 
but  that  is  better  than  any  legislative  pill  or  bolus,  "  warranted  to  kill  or  cure." 
Let  nature  take  her  course,  and  she  will  work  her  way  through  without  ulti. 
mate  injury  to  the  constitution  of  the  patient.  The  territories  will  take  care 
of  themselves."  *  *  * 

"  I  have  no  idea,  Mr.  President,  that  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  desire  disunion.  At  the  North  I  am  sure  they  do  not ;  and 
the  South,  I  think,  can  have  no  wish,  with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  trivial 
evils,  to  rush  into  a  state  of  things  that  will  multiply  them  a  thousand  fold." 

On  the  llth  and  12th  of  June,  1850,  Mr.  Dayton  addressed  the 
Senate  on  the  compromise  measures  ;  objecting  that  they  really 
effected  nothing,  but  left  the  main  question  of  difference,  viz.,  slavery 
in  the  territories,  to  be  disputed  about  and  determined  hereafter. 
He  took  strong  ground  in  favor  of  the  President's  recommendation 
to  treat  the  admission  of  California  as  a  separate  and  distinct  meas- 
ure, standing  on  its  own  merits ;  and  to  consider  and  decide  upon 
the  establishment  of  territorial  governments  in  Utah  and  New 
Mexico,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Texan  boundary,  as  questions 
distinct  from  the  other.  He  regarded  the  union  of  these  measures 
into  one  bill  (as  recommended  by  Mr.  Clay's  committee),  as  a  log- 
rolling device,  intended  to  avoid  the  application  of  the  Wilmot  Pro- 
viso to  the  new  territories,  and  thus  to  evade  the  most  vital  question 
of  the  day.  He  warned  the  Senate  that  the  principles  of  this  Pro- 
viso could  not  be  quietly  laid  and  disposed  of  in  this  manner.  As 
to  the  necessity  of  territorial  governments  for  these  territories  at 
this  time,  he  doubted  it ;  and  he  utterly  repudiated,  and  by  very 
strong  argument  disproved,  the  title  of  Texas  to  any  part  of  New 
Mexico,  for  which  it  was  proposed  to  give  her  several  millions  of 
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dollars.  He  also  condemned  the  severity  of  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law  reported  by  the  committee,  and  pointed  out  its  unjust  features 
and  arbitrary  character :  that  it  gave  a  claimant  power,  on  his  own 
affidavit,  taken  exparte  in  a  slave  state,  to  seize  a  colored  person  as 
his  slave  in  a  free  state,  without  trial  by  judge  or  jury  ;  and  thus 
conpromitted  the  dignity  of  the  free  states  and  took  from  them  that 
prerogative  of  protection  over  their  own  citizens  and  inhabitants, 
which  no  state,  whatever  its  obligations  to  other  states,  can  surren- 
der without  dishonor. 

This  speech  made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  Senate.  Senator 
Foote,  of  Mississippi,  very  broadly  hinted  that  in  delivering  it  Mr. 
Dayton's  eye  was  fixed  on  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  and  the  re- 
wards an  administration  always  has  at  its  command.  "  Whatever 
impression,"  said  he,  "the  Honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey  may 
have  made  upon  this  body,  or  at  this  end  of  the  avenue,  in  regard  to 
the  general  soundness  of  his  views,  or  in  relation  to  the  loftiness  of 
his  own  motives  (which  I  certainly  shall  not  for  a  moment  call  in 
question),  I  feel  certain  that  within  the  last  twenty -four  hours  the 
Honorable  gentleman  has  said  enough,  in  that  very  able  and  elo- 
quent speech  to  which  we  have  been  listening  for  the  greatest  part 
of  two  days,  to  establish  the  strongest  and  most  lasting  claims  to 
the  respect,  friendship,  and  gratitude  of  certain  official  personages 
to  be  found  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue,  in  behalf  of  whom,  and 
in  defence  of  whose  policy  he  has  displayed  a  zealous  devotedness 
which,  if  it  should  not  be  adequately  requited  in  some  way,  I  will 
think  worse  of  human  nature  as  long  as  I  live.  I  say,  sir,  and  I 
say  it  with  profound  sincerity  and  seriousness,  that  if  the  Hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Jersey  shall  not  find  hereafter  that  his 
generous  exertions  on  this  occasion  are  gratefully  appreciated  in  a 
certain  high  quarter,  he  will,  in  my  judgment,  have  ranch  reason  to 
complain  of  the  coldness  and  injustice  of  those  to  whose  rescue  he 
has  come  at  a  moment  when  it  was  so  necessary  that  they  should 
be  defended  against  the  furious  assaults  which  they  are  constantly 
receiving  here  and  elsewhere." 

Mr.  Dayton  replied  with  becoming  dignity  : 

"  I  wish,"  said  he,  "  to  say  in  reply,  but  a  word  or  two,  and  that  will  be  only 
to  express  my  entire  ignorance  of  what  the  Senator  means  by  his  allusions  to  a 
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proper  appreciation  elsewhere  of  the  value  of  my  services,  or  by  political 
rewards;  and  further  to  express  my  great  regret,  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  should  have  thought  it  necessary  and  proper  to  refer  here  to  any- 
thing of  the  kind.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  the  Senator  means.  I 
am  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  point  or  intent  of  his  insinuation.  I  can  only 
say,  sir,  that  I  have  spoken  my  own  sentiments,  and  not  the  sentiments  of 
another.  I  have  not  been  much  in  the  habit  of  intruding  them  frequently 
upon  the  Senate,  perhaps  as  rarely  as  most  gentlemen  of  this  body.  I  have 
spoken  earnestly,  for  that,  is  my  temperament  and  habit ;  but  I  trust,  with 
sufficient  modesty,  and  a  due  regard  to  others,  seeking  no  political  rewards,  and 
no  recognition  of  services,  valuable  or  otherwise,  and  caring  nothing  for  such 
recognition  one  way  or  the  other." 

The  speech,  as  I  have  said,  produced  a  profound  impression.  It 
contained  a  great  deal  of  solid  argument,  and  sound  sense ;  and 
much  attention  was  given  by  subsequent  speakers,  who  advocated 
the  omnibus  bill,  to  attempts  at  answering  its  positions. 

The  result  of  it  all  was,  that  although  the  omnibus  bill  of  Mr. 
Clay  was  defeated,  separate  bills  were  passed  and  became  laws  on 
the  9th  day  of  September,  1850,  which  embodied  most  of  the  pro- 
visions of  that  bill ;  and  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  the  fugitive 
slave  bill;  and  on  the  20th,  the  bill  to  suppress  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  also  became  laws. 

Thus  was  effected  the  third  Great  Compromise  between  the  North 
and  the  South — all  of  which,  as  we  have  seen,  have  failed  to  ward 
off  that  awful  conflict  which  has  been  enacted  in  our  own  days. 

It  may  be  well  questioned  whether  Mr.  Dayton  was  not  right  in 
counseling  action  in  each  case  as  it  might  arise,  and  meeting  it  man- 
fully under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  country  and  the  constitution. 

In  reviewing  Mr.  Dayton's  senatorial  career,  we  may  briefly  say  : 
that  he  always  frankly  expressed,  and  ably  enforced  his  own  convic- 
tions on  all  the  political  issues  of  the  day ;  that  he  was  original  in 
his  conceptions,  independent  in  his  positions  and  dignified  and  cour- 
teous in  his  bearing ;  and,  withal,  was  devotedly  attached  to  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  his  country,  and  to  the  inviolability  of  the 
Union.  He  fitly  represented  the  noble  state  which  selected  him, 
and  achieved  for  himself  an  honorable  distinction  among  her  many 
worthy  sons  who  have  occupied  the  same  position. 

For  several  years  after  his  return  to  private  life,   Mr.    Dayton 
assiduously  devoted  himself  to  the  pursuits  of  his  profession,  being 
16 
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almost  invariably  employed  on  one  side  or  the  other  of  every  im- 
portantant  cause  litigated  in  the  state  courts. 

In  1845,  he  was  selected  as  one  of  the  revisers  of  the  state  laws, 
in  connection  with  Chancellor  Green.  Hon.  P.  D.  Vroom  and  Judge 
Potts.  The  work  of  this  commission  was  issued  in  1847,  in  the 
volume  of  Revised  Statutes,  then  published.  In  1857,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Attorney  General  of  the  State,  and  occupied  that  position 
until  he  assumed  the  duties  of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  France. 

In  1856,  he  received  the  nomination  of  his  party  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent, on  the  same  ticket  with  Col.  Fremont,  being  the  first  presenta- 
tion of  a  National  ticket,  by  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  Dayton 
was  well  understood  to  be  conservative  in  his  views,  and  perhaps  it 
was  on  this  account  that  he  was  chosen,  to  counter-balance  in  some 
measure  the  supposed  radical  tendencies  of  Col.  Fremont.  But  the 
ticket  was  unsuccessful.  Mr.  Buchanan  was  elected  President,  and 
we  had  one  more  Presidential  term,  in  which  the  politicians  of  the 
South  were  assiduously  deferred  to,  and  every  attempt  made  to 
conciliate  its  people. 

But  all  to  no  purpose.  The  great  political  whirlwind  of  1860, 
carried  into  office  the  representative  of  the  new  party,  and  the 
southern  states  were  goaded  on  by  the  inflammatory  appeals  of  their 
political  leaders,  to  carry  out  their  long  continued  threats  of  disunion. 

Mr.  Dayton's  part  in  the  events  which  followed  was  a  most  im- 
portant and  trying  one,  and  one  which  fitly  became  the  crowning 
glory  of  his  life ;  yet  to  which  the  nature  of  this  address,  will  allow 
us  to  devote  but  a  limited  space.* 

In  March  1861,  he  was  appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  France,  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  in  the  gift  of  the  Government.  He  arrived  at  his  post  on 
the  llth  of  May,  and  immediately  put  himself  in  communication 
with  the  French  Government,  then  represented  in  the  bureau  of  For- 
eign affairs  by  Mr.  Thouvenel.  He  applied  for  an  early  presentation  to 
the  Emperor,  which  was  granted  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month. 


*  A  more  detailed  account  of  Mr.  Dayton's  services  as  minister  to  France, 
is  given  by  Mr.  Elmer  in  his  "  Sketches  of  the  Bench  and  Bar  of  New  Jersey,' ' 
published  by  the  Society  since  the  preparation  of  this  address. 
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This  interview  was  very  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Dayton.  The  Emperor 
after  a  courteous  welcome  and  some  remarks  personally  complimen- 
tary to  himself,  said,  in  substance,  that  he  felt  great  interest  in  the 
condition  of  things  in  our  country ;  that  he  was  very  anxious  our 
difficulties  should  be  settled  amicably,  that  he  had  been  and  yet  was 
ready  to  offer  his  kind  offices,  if  such  offer  would  be  mutually  agree- 
able to  the  contending  parties,  that  whatever  tended  to  affect  injuri- 
ously our  interests  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  France,  and 
that  he  desired  a  perpetuation  of  the  Union  of  the  States.  From 
this  time  forward  until  his  death,  Mr.  Dayton's  personal  relations  at 
the  French  Court  were  of  the  most  agreeable  kind.  He  very  soon 
acquired  the  entire  confidence  of  the  Emperor  and  of  his  ministers 
in  his  candor  and  truth,  so  much  so,  that  .it  has  been  known  more 
than  once  to  occur,  when  our  affairs  were  under  discussion  between 
the  Emperor  and  his  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  and  any  question 
arose  as  to  the  exact  state  of  facts,  the  minister  would  say — "I  know 
it  must  be,  so  your  majesty,  for  Mr.  Dayton  told  me  so."  This  refer- 
ence was  always  considered  satisfactory.  The  anecdote  speaks  well, 
not  only  for  Mr.  Dayton,  but  for  the  Emperor's  just  appreciation  of 
honorable  character.  Personally  he  always  received  the  most 
uniform  kindness  and  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Court. 

Mr.  Dayton's  sound  sense  and  discriminating  judgment  undoub- 
tedly stood  the  Country  he  represented  in  good  stead  throughout 
the  entire  period  of  his  ministry.  The  most  unreserved  confidence 
subsisted  between  him  and  M.  Druyn  De  L'Huys.  Mr.  Dayton 
never  hesitated  in  impressing  upon  our  government  at  home  the 
truth  of  any  representations  made  to  him  in  their  intercourse.  Nor 
was  he  deceived.  He  had  too  much  of  the  respect  of  M.  Druyn  De 
L'Huys  and  the  Emperor,  to  be  made  the  object  of  deception. 

The  course  taken  by  the  imperial  government  in  recognizing  with 
England  the  belligerent  rights  of  the  South,  was  not  satisfactory  to 
to  Mr.  Dayton,  nor  to  our  government,  it  is  true,  but  it  was  frankly 
communicated,  and  the  reasons  for  it  plausibly  urged. 

We  have  great  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  manner  in- which  our 
foreign  affairs  were  managed  at  Paris,  as  well  as  in  England.  Such 
was  the  eagerness  of  the  English  and  French  people  to  do  us  injury, 
and  to  profit  by  our  misfortunes,  that  any  thing  else  than  very 
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able,  efficient,  and  assiduous  representatives,  on  our  behalf,  at  the 
English  and  French  Courts,  must  have  resulted  in  disastrous  conse- 
quences. 

Mr.  Dayton  lived  to  receive  the  welcome  news  of  the  victorious 
progress  of  our  arms  under  Generals  Sherman  and  Thomas  in  the 
South  West ;  and  the  firm  grasp  which  General  Grant,  with  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  had  secured  on  the  central  power  of  the  Con- 
federacy at  Richmond.  The  dire  civil  strife  in  which  the  country 
had  been  so  long  engaged,  was  nearly  over,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Union  had  begun  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  approaching 
restoration  of  the  national  authority,  and  return  of  peace.  But  Mr. 
Dayton,  who  had  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  cause  so  much  at  heart, 
was  not  permitted  to  see  the  end.  On  December  1st,  1864,  he  died 
suddenly  at  Paris  whilst  making  an  evening  call  at  the  rooms  of  a 
friend.  His  death,  so  sudden,  so  unexpected,  produced  a  painful 
shock  both  in  France  and  in  this  Country,  and  most  of  all,  in  this 
his  native  State.  What  a  mysterious  Providence  !  In  the  full  vigor 
and  maturity  of  body  and  mind,  in  the  very  culmination  of  his  large 
intellect,  he  instantaneously  dropped  out  of  this  busy  scene.  There 
was  no  decline  of  his  powers,  physical  or  mental.  His  sun  went 
down  at  noon-day.  Without  a  warning,  without  a  farewell  to  his 
family  or  his  friends,  he  ceased  to  live.  Is  this,  or  is  it  not,  a  happy 
termination  of  earthly  existence  ?  It  may  be  deemed  a  difficult 
question  to  decide.  But  it  leaves  one  very  forcible  impression  on 
the  mind — this  cannot  be  the  end.  It  cannot  be  possible,  that  such 
faculties,  and  powers  of  action  and  enjoyment  can  be  instantly 
annihilated.  Either  there  is  no  Supreme  Ruler  and  Governor  of  all, 
or  the  soul  must  be  immortal. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  attempt  a  portraiture  of  his  character.  If 
successful  in  sketching  his  life,  I  have  sketched  his  character. 
Every  man's  life  is  the  true  expression  of  his  character.  He  draws 
it  himself.  There  it  is,  as  he  made  it.  And  that  of -our  deceased 
friend  needs  no  touches  of  the  pencil  to  embellish  his. 

The  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  at  home  is  well  known  to  us 
all.  Neither  dues  anything  need  to  be  added  on  that  subject.  But 
it  is  proper,  perhaps,  to  call  attention  for  a  moment  to  the  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  abroad. 
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The  Paris  ''Constitutional,"  on  announcing  his  death  in  a  semi-offi- 
cial notice,  said : 

"Mr.  Dayton,  prematurely  removed  from  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him, 
carries  away  universal  regret.  As  we  have  already  said,  the  honorable  diplo- 
matist was  one  of  the  inheritors  of  the  wise  and  noble  traditions  bequeathed 
to  their  country  and  to  history  by  the  founders  and  the  chief  statesmen  of  the 
American  Republic.  He  belonged  to  the  school  of  "Washington  and  Franklin. 
A  Minister  in  France  while  his  country  was  passing  through  the  most  terrible 
crisis,  and  amid  delicate  circumstances,  Mr.  Dayton  avoided,  by  the  courtesy  of 
his  manners,  the  prudence  of  his  language  and  the  moderation  of  his  mind, 
many  complications  and  embarrassments.  The  United  States  lose  in  Mr.  Dayton 
an  eminent  citizen,  and  to-morrow  we  shall  accompany  with  respect  the  coffin 
of  the  wise  politician  and  the  honest  man." 

The  Paris  "  Debats  "  speaks  as  follows : 

In  a  delacate  position,  the  representative  of  a  country  torn  by  civil  war,  and 
often  impeded  by  skillful  adversaries,  we  find  Mr.  Dayton  acting  with  a  pru- 
dence and  measure  that  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  It  must  be  admitted, 
too,  that  he  found  in  M.  Druyn  De  L'Huys  a  minister  of  foreign  affairs  who 
had  not  forgotten  the  old  traditions  of  friendship  between  France  and  the 
United  States,  and  that  the  greatest  difficulties  are  easily  settled  when  there  is 
on  both  sides  perfect  candor  and  a  sincere  desire  to  mutually  avoid  everything 
that  can  envenom  excellent  and  old-established  relations.  But  we  shall  be  con- 
tradicted by  no  one  when  we  affirm  that  the  upright  conduct  and  frankness  of 
Mr.  Dayton  contributed  to  a  great  extent  to  the  cordiality  which  has  prevailed 
between  the  two  countries. 

The  "Opinion  Rationale, "  after  giving  a  sketch  of  the  deceased 
Minister's  life  and  public  services,  added  : 

"  The  honorable  gentlemen  fulfilled  his  diplomatic  functions  with  a  rectitude 
and  tact  which  procured  him  the  esteem  of  even  his  political  adversaries ;  and, 
assuredly  he  had  to  take  an  active  part  in  a  whole  series  of  important  and 
delicate  questions.  It  will  suffice  to  mention  the  affair  of  the  Trent — the 
repeated  visits  of  the  Confederate  war  vessels  to  ports  of  France — the  different 
phases  of  the  Mexican  expedition — the  offers  of  European  mediation  rejected 
by  the  United  States — and  the  building  of  war  vessels  for  the  South  at  Nantes 
and  Bordeaux.  In  all  these  difficult  circumstances  he  always  had  a  safe  rule 
of  conduct,  an  infallible  guide — political  probity." 

These  eulogies  give  but  a  fair  indication  of  the  esteem  in  which 
our  deceased  friend  was  held  by  the  eminent  statesmen  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact,  in  the  country  to  which  he  was  accredited. 

His  name  has  indeed  been  inscribed  on  the  roll  of  the  HONOBABLE 
DEAD. 
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Mr.  Dayton  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  fifty-seven  years  of  age. 
Though  not  old  in  years,  his  life  was  a  full,  well  rounded  life. 
Depending,  from  the  first,  mainly  on  his  own  exertions,  and  ever 
faithful  to  his  own  cherished  doctrine  of  the  virtue  of  self-reliance, 
he  performed  his  part  ably  and  well.  By  his  own  efforts  he  advanced 
progressively  from  one  degree  of  eminence  and  dignity  to  another. 
His  influence  on  his  generation  was  healthful  and  beneficent.  He 
left  his  children  a  legacy  of  honor  in  the  heritage  of  an  unsullied 
name,  and  of  inestimable  value,  in  the  lessons  of  his  own  self-reliant 
life.  To  his  State  and  Country,  his  career  adds  another  to  that  roll 
of  bright  examples,  which  so  gloriously  illustrates  the  excellence  of 
our  free  institutions,  in  producing  the  highest  and  purest  forms  of 
individual  character  and  exalted  public  virtue. 
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SECOND      SERIKS. 

VOL.  IV.  1876.  No.  3. 

TRENTON,  January  20th,  1876. 

THE  SOCIETY  held  its  annual  meeting  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws  at  12  M.  in  the  rooms  of  the  Trenton  Board  of  Trade.  The 
President  being  absent,  the  first  Vice  President,  the  Rev.  SAMUEL 
M.  HAMILL,  D.  D..  took  the  chair 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  W.  A.  WHITRHEAD,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  presented 
the  correspondence  since  May.  Among  many  others  received  were 
letters  from  numerous  gentlemen  accepting  membership  ;  from  the 
Hon.  Henry  W.  Green,  LL.D.,  the  President,  declining  a  reelection 
on  account  of  ill  health  ;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Long 
Island,  Iowa,  New  York,  Vermont,  Maine,  Delaware,  Georgia,  Mis- 
souri, Montana,  New  England  Historic  Genealogical,  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Yale  College,  Amer- 
ican College  of  Heraldry,  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and 
American  Numismatic  Society,  either  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  Society's  publications  or  transmitting  theirs  for  the  library  ;  from 
Mr.  James  Swinburne,  of  Paterson,  enquiring  for  the  true  Arms  of 
the  State  ;  Mr.  James  Grant,  of  Philadelphia,  desiring  copies  of 
poetical  contributions  of  the  ornithologist  Alexander  Wilson 
to  the  Newark  Centinel  in  1801,  when  he  was  residing  at 
Bloomfield  ;  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  relating 
to  his  researches  into  the  history  of  the  West  Jersey 
Society,  and  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  rare  manuscript; 
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from  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education  asking  for  the  statistics  of  the 
Society  ;  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior  with  fifty  volumes  of 
Public  Documents  and  the  U.  S.  Statistical  Atlas ;  from  Mr.  Samuel 
Hood,  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  a  publication  of  the  Society  for 
the  Magie  College  of  Londonderry,  Ireland ;  from  Messrs.  W.  H 
Molleson,  of  Bound  Brook ;  George  L.  Catlin,  of  Paterson  ;  Henry 
H.  Browne,  of  New  York ;  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  of  Wabash  College ; 
A.  Remsen  Thompson  and  0.  S.  Baldwin,  of  New  York;  Thos.  G. 
Bunnell,  of  Newton  Herald ;  Cheswell  and  Wurtz,  of  Paterson 
Press ;  C.  C.  Dawson,  of  Plainfield  ;  State  of  Delaware  and  General 
Watts  DeDeyster,  with  donations  for  the  library  ;  from  Mr.  James  Ri- 
ker,  Waverly,  N.  Y.,  wishing  a  copy  of  George  Carteret's  will ;  from 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadelphia,  regretting  their  ina- 
bility to  furnish  some  of  their  publications ;  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Boston  Public  Library  with  memorial  to  Congress  asking  for  an 
appropriation  to  print  a  topical  index  to  the  Public  Documents ; 
from  Major  C.  W.  Robinson,  of  the  British  Army,  seeking  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  services  of  the  "  Queen's  Rangers  "  during  the 
Revolution ;  from  Mr.  Ross  Spooner,  of  Reading,  Ohio,  relating  to 
a  projected  genealogy  of  that  family  ;  from  Mr.  Reginald  Wilson,  of 
Brooklyn,  L.  L,  enquiring  after  one  John  Wilson,  who  emigrated  to 
New  Jersey  from  the  North  of  Ireland ;  General  Wm.  S.  Stryker, 
relative  to  the  family  of  Col.  John  Doughty,  of  Morristown  ;  John 
S.  Clark,  referring  to  the  descendants  of  Daniel  Clark,  of  Windsor, 
Conn. ;  H.  G.  Ashmead,  making  enquiries  after  the  Scull,  Hullfish 
and  Whitlock  families  ;  Cornelius  C.  Baldwin,  of  Balcony  Fall,  Va., 
seeking  information  of  the  Baldwins  in  New  Jersey ;  from  Nathan- 
iel Niles  and  John  C.  Barren,  of  New  York,  referring  to  the 
Barron  legacy ;  and  from  various  other  parties  in  relation  to  the 
business  of  the  Society.  The  extent  and  character  of  the'  corre- 
spondence showed  that  the  relations  of  the  Society  with  kindred 
associations  and  with  gentlemen  engaged  in  historical  researches, 
were  becoming  of  more  and  more  importance,  and  productive  of 
beneficial  results  that  were  ever  increasing. 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  presented  their  report  as  follows : 

"The  Executive   Committee  have   the   satisfaction   of  formally 
reporting,  what  the  members  present  may  have  had  opportunities  to 
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observe  for  themselves,  that,  the  year  which  has  passed  has  not  sub- 
tracted anything  from  the  estimation  iu  which  the  Society  is  held  by 
all  familiar  with  its  workings.  Both  within  and  without  the  State  it 
is  recognized  as  an  efficient  instrument  in  preserving  and  perpetua- 
ting the  recorded  history  of  New  Jersey,  in  a  way  both  satisfactory 
and  effectual.  We  gather  facts  and  illustrations,  not  simply  to  in- 
dulge our  own  antiquarian  or  historical  tastes,  but  with  the  view  of 
placing  them  where  they  can  be  rendered  most  subservient  to  the 
ends  of  those  who,  in  their  endeavors  to  promote  the  future  well- 
being  of  the  communities  their  ancestors  helped  to  establish,  would 
draw  from  the  past  all  available  lessons  of  warning  or  encourage- 
ment. The  reports  of  the  Committees  and  of  the  officers  that  will 
be  submitted,  will  present  the  details  from,  which  a  correct  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  the  progress  which  has  been  made,  quietly  and 
unobtrusively,  in  furthering  the  aims  of  the  Society. 

"  It  is  gratifying  to  the  Committee  to  be  authorized  to  announce 
to  the  Society  an  occurrence,  which  they  trust  is  to  be  followed  by 
many  others  of  a  similar  character,  alike  conducive  to  its  welfare  and 
honorable  to  those  concerned.  By  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  THOMAS 
BARRON,  of  New  York  city,  who  died  on  the  31st  of  August  last, 
the  Society  is  entitled  to  receive  from  his  estate  the  sum  of  five 
thousand  dollars,  untramelled  by  any  provisions,  a  legacy,  as  unex- 
pected as  it  is  liberal.  Mr.  Barren,  although  a  Jerseyman  by  birth, 
was  not  identified  with  the  Society  until  May,  1871,  when  he  was 
elected  a  corresponding  member.  Tc'that  circumstance  may  be  at- 
tributed his  remembrance  of  us  in  his  will.  From  his  long  residence 
beyond  the  precincts  of  the  State  it  is  probable  that  he  was  known 
to  only  a  few  of  our  members,  and  the  Committee  are  therefore 
pleased  to  be  able  to  furnish  a  brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  one 
whose  name  will  ever  be  associated  with  the  distinction  of  having 
been  the  first  to  aid  the  Society  in  so  substantial  a  manner. 

"  THOMAS  BARRON  was  born  in  Woodbridge,  Middlesex  county, 
on  June  10th,  1790.  Both  his  father  (Joseph)  and  grandfather  (Sam- 
uel) were  prominent  citizens  of  the  village,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  or 
twelve  he  entered  upon  his  mercantile  career  in  the  country  store  that 
his  father  then  kept.  Before  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate  he 
formed  a  project  for  engaging  in  commercial  pursuits  on  the  waters 
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of  the  upper  Mississippi,  with  a  view  of  trading  thence  to  New  Or- 
leans, but  was  deterred  by  the  solicitation  of  his  parents,  and  on 
reaching  his  majority  engaged  in  business  in  New  York  on  his  own 
account.  He  had  several  vessels  sailing  between  that  city  and 
West  Indian  ports,  and  on  one  occasion  made  a  voyage  himself  to 
Martinique.  At  the  close  of  the  war  with  England,  Mr.  Ban-on  car- 
ried out  his  early  intent  of  connecting  himself  with  the  traffic  of  the 
Mississippi  by  establishing  himself  in  business  at  New  Orleans,  and 
soon  secured  for  himself  the  confidence  of  the  community  and  even- 
tually amassed  a  handsome  property.  For  the  first  ten  years  he  re- 
mained in  New  Orleans  without  ever  visiting  the  North,  although  at 
that  time  the  yellow  fever  was  an  annual  visitor,  but  thereafter 
made  a  visit  once  a  year  to  his  native  town.  He  became  a  director 
of  the  branch  of  the  old  United  States  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  and 
was  frequently  solicited  to  accept  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  which 
he  generally  declined. 

"  To  Mr.  Barren  must  be  accorded  the  credit  of  having  by  his  fore- 
sight and  energy  opened  an  avenue  to  mercantile  renown  at  the 
South  which  many  from  Railway,  Newark,  and  other  places  fre- 
quently travelled.  It  is  believed  that  the  success  which  crowned  his 
exertions  first  induced  the  establishment  at  New  Orleans  of  branches 
of  several  manufacturing  houses  from  New  Jersey,  and  laid  that 
foundation  upon  which  in  after  years  such  an  extensive  and  noble 
superstructure  of  business  qualifications  and  relations  was  erected. 

"  He  returned  to  New  York  in  1836,  and  established  a  bankiug 
house,  from  which,  however,  he  retired  the  ensuing  year — foreseeing 
the  financial  difficulties  approaching,  and  carrying  out  the  views  ex- 
pressed by  him  in  a  letter  to  his  father,  written  in  1827,  on  hearing 
that  a  former  partner  whose  interest  he  had  purchased  for  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars,  had  failed,  and  involved  his  family  in  distress. 
'  "  When  I  reflect,"  he  wrote,  that  all  the  money  I  have  paid  him  and 
which  I  earned  with  much  fatigue  and  anxiety,  is  lost,  and  his  fam- 
ily have  now  nothing  to  depend  upon,  I  feel  sorry ;  and  think  how 
much  better  it  is  to  retire  from  the  hazardous  pursuits  of  trade  as 
soon  as  a  person  is  able  to  do  so."  ' 

"  Although  his  good  judgment  and  remarkable  insight  into  financial 
matters  were  generally  recognized,  rendering  his  cooperation  in 
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business  enterprises  often  desired,  Mr.  Barren  preferred  leading 
a  retired  life,  devoting  much  of  his  time  to  books,  he  had  a  very  re- 
tentive memory  »and  conversed  well  on  most  scientific  subjects, 
towards  the  close  of  his  life  taking  an  especial  interest  in  astronomy. 
He  was  of  a  very  modest  and  retiring,  but  of  a  highly  genial  dispo 
sition — quiet,  affable  and  popular  in  his  manners,  generous  in  his 
impulses  and  benevolent  in  his  acts.  His  private  benefactions  were 
numerous  and  liberal,  and  were  bestowed  so  unostentatiously  that 
the  knowledge  of  them  seldom  extended  beyond  their  recipients  and 
himself.  One  of  his  intimate  acquaintances  of  forty  years,  says  of 
him  : 

"  '  If  I  knew  of  any  one  needing  assistance  he  took  it  as  a  favor  to 
be  informed  of  the  case  and  to  be  allowed  to  share  in  its  alleviation. 
I  had  only  to  suggest  some  object  worthy  of  his  charitable  regard  to 
enlist  his  prompt  and  generous  action.  There  was  a  daily  beauty  in 
his  life  through  all  the  years  of  our  long  acquaintance.  To  see  him 
anywhere,  at  home  or  abroad,  to  listen  to  his  kindhr  greeting,  and 
feel  the  warm  pressure  of  his  friendly  hand,  was  like  a  benediction. 

"  '  The  charm  of  his  character  was  its  evident  truthfulness  and  sin- 
cerity. His  temper  was  naturally  quiet  and  strong,  but  I  never  saw 
him  for  a  moment  mastered  by  it.  A  cheerful  serenity  was  his 
habitual  manifestation,  no  matter  how  disturbing  the  circumstances 
which  tested  its  equability.'  " 

"  'He  wrote  much,'  says  Mr.  John  C.  Barron,  anephew,  to  whom 
the  Committee  are  indebted  for  much  of  the  foregoing  information, 
"  not  only  keeping  a  daily  journal,  but  jotting  down  whatever  struck 
him  as  worth  recording.  I  have  in  my  possession  his  journals  cov- 
ering nearly  thirty  years.  He  also  kept  for  his  private  accounts  a 
full  set  of  double-entry  books.  I  mention  these  particulars  to  show 
how  much  he  accomplished  and  yet  had  time  for  necessary  exercise 
and  amusement,  energy  and  painstaking  characterizing  every  thing 
he  did  ;  and  if  we  believe  with  Ruskin  that  '  genius  is  a  talent  for 
taking  pains,'  then  he  had  genius.  His  favorite  amusement  was 
angling,  in  which  he  excelled,  and  he  fished  with  as  much  zest  at 
eighty-three  as  at  forty -years  of  age.  At  one  time  he  kept  a  boat 
and  man  at  Trenton,  and  would  leave  the  city  in  the  morning,  re- 
turning in  the  evening,  after  a  day's  amusement  with  the  rod.  At 
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other  times  he  would  drive  to  Hackensack  Bridge  or  to  McComb's 
Dam  for  the  same  purpose.'  " 

"  From  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  Mr.  Barrou  performed  his 
duty  as  an  American  citizen  with  a  full  appreciation  of  his  respons- 
ibilities, notwithstanding  the  affiliations  and  influences  of  so  many 
years  of  his  life  spent  at  the  South.  He  gave  freely  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  and  toward  the  outfit  of  several  regiments  in  New  York, 
and  also  defrayed  the  expense  of  sending  a  company  from  his  na- 
tive town.  At  the  darkest  period  of  the  struggle  he  subscribed 
largely  to  the  public  securities  and  used  his  influence  effectually  in 
inducing  others  to  follow  his  example. 

"  Mr.  Barren  never  married.  He  left  a  large  estate,  bestowing 
several  liberal  sums  upon  a  number  of  charitable  and  literary  insti- 
tutions and  bequeathing  to  the  town  authorities  of  Woodbridge  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  a  public  library.  He  was  buried  quietly  and 
simply  in  accordance  with  his  request  at  the  home  of  his  childhood 
and  with  his  kindred,  and  quoting  the  language  of  Mr.  John  C.  Bar- 
ron,  we  may  say,  '  although  his  mortal  remains  are  laid  to  rest  and 
are  ever  dead  to  us,  yet  loving  memories  in  human  beauty,  made 
grateful  for  his  teachings,  his  example  and  his  loving  kindness,  will 
long  survive  him.' 

"  Mr.  Barron  also  verbally,  requested  that  a  portrait  of  himself 
when  about  forty  years  of  age,  should  likewise  be  presented  to  the 
Society,  and  it  now  adds  to  the  attractions  of  our  rooms  at  Newark. 
It  was  painted  by  Durand,  of  whose  celebrity  as  an  artist  his  fellow 
Jerseymen  may  be  proud. 

"  Since  the  last  meeting  the  members  of  the  Society  have  had  to 
lament  the  death  of  their  friend  and  associate,  Mr.  David  A.  Hayes, 
of  Newark,  whose  name  will  be  found  enrolled  among  the  original 
members  of  1845.  He  was  elected  Recording  Secretary  in  January, 
1849,  and  was  always  active  and  efficient,  regular  in  his  attendance 
at  our  meetings  and  solicitous  to  advance  in  every  way  the  interests 
of  the  Society.  He  died  on  the  llth  of  November  last,  after  a  brief 
illness." 

"  The  Committee  commend  the  interests  of  the  Society  to  their 
fellow  members.  A  debt  of  gratitude  is  due  to  its  founders  which 
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can   only   be  repaid   by  a  devotion  to  its  advancement  such  as  they 
exhibited." 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  LIBRARY  reported  a  constant  increase  of 
voluAes  in  the  Library,  and  that  additional  accommodations  for 
present  and  prospective  accumulations  are  imperatively  demanded. 
A  large  number  of  pamphlets  and  files  of  valuable  newspapers  re- 
quired binding,  and  the  written  catalogue  was  nearly  in  a  state  to 
be  printed,  calling  for  some  additional  monetary  resources  upon 
which  to  draw. 

The  Committee  reminded  the  members,  as  had  frequently  been 
done  in  previous  reports,  that  a  valuable  service  can  be  rendered  to 
the  Society  by  rescuing  manuscripts  and  newspapers  from  the  lum- 
ber in  many  unexplored  garrets  in  the  State.  Letters  were  formerly 
made  the  vehicles  of  information  respecting  local  affairs  and  private 
undertakings,  which  to-day — to  too  great  an  extent  perhaps — is 
found  in  the  newspapers,  and  consequently  many  collections  of  old 
manuscripts,  that  have  laid  undisturbed  for  years  in  old  boxes  and 
trunks,  abound  in  references  to  individuals  and  events,  which  are  no 
where  else  to  be  found,  and  to  all  such  the  Society  would  ever  ac- 
cord a  gracious  reception. 

Nor  is  it  too  late  even  to  look  for  new  documentary  evidence 
touching  important  facts  in  our  early  history,  and  the  Committee 
were  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one  such  since  the  last 
meeting  from  the  Hon.  John  Clement,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 

Through  the  researches  of  Judge  Clement,  it  became  known,  not 
long  since,  that  in  some  subterranean  recesses  of  the  State  House 
at  Trenton,  there  were  many  old  manuscripts  which,  by  the  remiss- 
ness  of  some  unknown  officials  in  other  years,  had  been  left  there  to 
moulder  and  decay.  These  had  recently  been  disentombed,  and 
among  them  was  one  of  peculiar  interest,  of  which  they  had  secured 
a  copy. 

"  It  is  well  understood,"  said  the  Committee  in  their  Report,  ';  that 
Nicolls,  the  first  Governor  of  the  Duke  of  York  was  much  chagrined 
at  his  master's  parting  with  the  province  of  New  Jersey  to  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  conceiving  it  to  comprise  as  he  expressed  himself, 
'  all  the  improvable  part '  of  the  Duke's  patent,  and  that  he  was  in 
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favor,  after  the  transfer  was  made,  of  effecting  an  exchange  with 
them,  giving  them  instead  of  the  province  as  described  in  their  grant 
from  the  Duke,  "  all  that  tract  of  land  to  the  "West  side  and  East 
side  '  of  Delaware.  River^  which  was  recovered  to  His  Majesties  do- 
minions from  the  Burgomasters  of  Amsterdam,  which  was  twenty 
miles  distance  from  each  side  of  the  River."  (N.  Y.  Col.  Docs.  Ill 
p.  114.) 

"  Within  a  few  years,  by  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  of 
John  Winthrop  by  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  it  has  be- 
come known  that  in  1669  an  agreement  was  entered  into,  whereby, 
in  the  language  of  the  letter  of  Samuel  Maverick,  communicating 
the  intelligence,  '  New  Jersey  is  returned  to  His  Roy  all  Highnes, 
by  exchange  for  Delawar,  as  Sir  George  Carterett  writes  to  his 
cousin,  the  present  G-overuour  ,  some  tract  of  land  on  this  side  the 
river  &  on  the  other  side,  to  reach  to  Maryland  bounds.'  (Mass. 
Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  VII.,  4th  Series,  p.  319.)  Circumstances,  the  full 
particulars  of  which  4are  wanting,  caused  this  agreement  to  fail 
of  consummation,  and,  from  the  light  thrown  upon  it  by  the  newly 
discovered  document,  it  was  a  fortunate  result. 

"  This  document  is  an  informal  draft,  in  the  handwriting  of  James 
Bollen,  Secretary  of  the  Province  under  Carteret,  of  the  conditions 
agreed  upon  between  the  Duke  of  York  and  Berkley  and  Carteret ; 
giving  them  to  us  at  length  for  the  first  time.  They  may  be  briefly 
summarized  as  follows  :  The  jurisdiction  of  New  York  was  to  be 
extended  southerly  along  the  coast  of  New  Jersey  to  '  the  first  en- 
trance on  the  northeast  of  Barnegat,'  which  description  must  have 
been  intended  for  Manasquan  Inlet.  All  South  oif  that  to  Delaware 
Bay  and  up  on  loth  sides  of  that  bay  and  river  to  the  '  uttermost 
spring  or  springs  that  descend  into  the  said  river  beyond  the  falls,' 
— on  the  south  and  west  sides,  '  all  lands,  &c.,  not  already  granted  by 
his  Majesty,'  and  on  the  east  side  forty  miles  in  width  from  the  river 
— was  to  become  the  territory  of  Berkley  and  Carteret. 
Should  the  forty  miles  in  width  'come  within  the  com- 
pass of  any  part  of  Pisaihak  river,'  there  should  then  be 
five  miles  allowed  of  common  or  neutral  ground  between  the  two 
territories,  but  all  eastward  of  this  boundary,  and  all  the  towns  then 
settled — Bergen,  New  Barbadoes,  Newark,  Elizabethtown,  Wood- 
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bridge,  Shrewsbury,  Middle  town  and  New  Piscataway,  being  partic- 
ularly mentioned — fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Duke,  while  the  towns,  forts, 
&c.,  on  the  Delaware  became  the  possessions  of  Berkley  and  Car- 
teret. 

"  It  is  evident  that  this  agreement  was  framed  in  accordance  with 
the  representations  of  Nicolls,  which  have  been  referred  to,  and  the 
extent  of  the  confusion  which  would  have  arisen  from  such  ill-de- 
fined boundaries,  and  the  clashing  interests  that  would  inevitably 
have  existed  had  it  been  carried  out  cannot  possibly  be  imagined." 

The  Committee  concluded  their  report  by  announcing  that  through 
the  courtesy  of  the  Hon.  F.  H.  Teese,  the  set  of  Public  Documents 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Member  of  Congress  from  the  Fifth 
District,  for  deposit  in  any  public  library  or  institution  which  he 
may  designate,  will  continue  to  be  sent  to  the  Society  during  his 
term  of  office,  thus  contributing  to  the  further  perfection  of  the  col- 
lection which  is  now  complete  for  more  than  thirty  years. 

Since  the  May  meeting  of  the  Society  137  bound  volumes,  225 
pamphlets,  10  manuscripts,  and  the  consecutive  issues  of  thirteen 
newspapers  of  the  State,  together  with  other  manuscript  files,  had 
been  received  from  various  donors.  Many  of  these  donations  were 
very  valuable  and  interesting.* 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS  reported  the  issue  since  the  last 
meeting  of  another  number  of  the  Society's  Proceedings,  being  No. 
2  of  Vol.  IV.,  2d  Series,  and  bringing  down  the  transactions  to  the 
present  time.  This  number  contained  the  interesting  memoir  of  the 
the  Hon.  William  L.  Dayton,  by  Justice  Bradley,  and  has  been 
sent  to  all  members  not  in  arrears  at  the  time  of  its  publication  in 
accordance  with  the  rule  governing  their  distribution — adopted  in 
May,  1853,  which  is  as  follows: 

"  Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Periodical  shall  not  be  sent  to  any  person  un- 
less previously  paid  for,  and  that  resident  paying  members,  not  in  arrears,  and 
those  that  shall  hereafter  be  elected,  shall  on  the  payment  of  their  annual  dues 
receive  the  numbers  for  the  year  without  charge  ;  and  to  such  members  the 
back  volumes,  and  to  the  Honorary,  Corresponding  and  Life  members  the  fu- 
ture Tolumes  shall  be  furnished  at  their  cost  price." 

*  See  subsequent  page  for  List  of  Donation. 

18 
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The  Committee  urged  the  members  to  supply  themselves  with  the 
volumes  composing  the  Series  of  the  Society's  "  Collections,"  while 
obtainable,  as  there  are  only  a  few  copies  left  of  some  of  them. 

THE  COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE  submitted  the  Treasurer's  statement 
of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Society,  showing  a  balance  of  cash  on 
hand,  December  31st,  1875,  of  $1,483.60,  and  invested  assets  amount- 
ing to  $12,435.57.*  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Newark  Board  of 
Trade  had  removed  from  the  rooms  of  the  Society,  thereby  entailing 
an  increased  expenditure  for  rent,  the  Committee  thought  it  probable 
that  the  financial  result  of  the  coming  year  would  not  prove  as  satis- 
factory as  those  of  the  last  two,  but  it  was  hoped  that  the  income 
from  the  legacy  of  Mr.  Barren,  when  invested,  would  go  far  towards 
replacing  any  deficiency  in  income  from  other  sources.  Referring 
to  some  incongruities  in  the  By-laws  as  to  the  relative  powers  of  the 
Executive  and  Library  Committees,  the  Committee  suggested  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  until  otherwise  ordered,  the  Library  Committee  are  authorized 
to  draw  upon  the  Treasurer  for  such  sums  of  money  as  they  may  deem  requi- 
site, to  be  expended  in  their  discretion,  for  the  purposes  of  the  Library. 

The  Committee  also  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  of  Article  XI. 
of  the  By-laws,  to  insert  after  the  words  "  the  Librarian  and  his 
Assistants,"  the  words — and  for  the  payment  of  rent — in  order  to  ob- 
viate the  incongruity  alluded  to.  A  s  there  was,  apparently,  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  annual  dues  in  arrears,  which  might  be  owing 
to  the  virtual  separation  from  the  Society  of  many  of  its  members, 
the  Committee  also  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Corresponding 
and  Eecording  Secretaries  and  the  Treasurer,  be  a  Committee  to  revise  the  list 
of  Resident  Members,  with  authority  to  drop  from  the  rolls  the  names  of  such 
who,  having  been  in  arrears  for  three  years,  shall  neglect  or  decline  further 
payments  after  due  notice. 

Both  resolutions  were  adopted. 
*  See  page  133. 
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THE  COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS  reported  favorably  upon  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  whose  names  had  been  referred  to  them,  who  were 
duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were  received. 

The  Chair  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  1876: 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  Samuel  H. 
Pennington,  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  "William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  lAltrary — Martin  R.  Dennis,  Robert  S.  Swords, 
Robert  F.  Ballantine,  W.  A.  Whitehead,  and  Abram  Coles. 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  Wm.  B.  Mott,  L. 
Spencer  Goble,  Charles  E.  Young,  E.  Newton  Miller. 

Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N.  Halsted,  F.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — Robert  S.  Swords,  David  Naar, 
Robert  B.  Campfield. 

Messrs.  Dr.  Sheldon,  Alex.  Wurts  and  S.  K.  Wilson  were  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and 
subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly  elected : 

President — REV.  SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Vice  Presidents — WM.  B.  KINNEY,  of  Morristown,  PETER  S. 
DURYEE,  of  Newark,  JOHN  CLEMENT,  of  Haddonfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary — WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD,  of  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — ADOLPHUS  P.  YOUNG,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — MARTIN  R.  DENNIS,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.D.,  of  Newark; 
N.  NORRIS  HALSTED,  of  Kearney ;  JOHN  HALL,  D.D..  of  Prince- 
ton ;  SAMUEL  ALLISON,  of  Yardville;  THEODORE  F.  RANDOLPH, 
of  Morristown;  HUGH  H.  BOWNE,  of  Rahway ;  JOEL  PARKER,  of 
Freehold;  JOSEPH  N.  TUTTLE,  of  Newark;  MARCUS  L.  WARD, 
of  Newark. 

MR.  BUCHANAN  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  a  project 
which  had  been  suggested  as  worthy  of  attention  during  the  nation's 
Centennial  year,  the  collecting  of  local  histories ;  and  after  some 
discussion,  on  motion  of  COL.  FREESE  it  was 
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Resolved,  That  the  President  be  authorised  and  requested,  with  the  advice  of 
the  Committee  on  Publications,  to  appoint  some  person  in  each  county  to  pre- 
pare a  centennial  history  thereof  to  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 

On  reassembling,  the  KEY.  DB.  SHELDON  drew  the  attention  of 
the  members  to  an  intended  celebration  of  the  Centennial  Year  at 
Princeton.  He  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  cooperate  with  the  citizens,  and  requested  Mr.  Hageman, 
of  Princeton,  who  was  present,  to  state  to  the  Society  what  were 
their  views  respecting  the  celebration. 

MB.  JOHN  P.  HAGEMAN  said  that  no  one  could  question  the  pro- 
priety of  Princeton's  celebrating,  in  a  becoming  manner,  the  one 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  First  Constitution  of  New  Jersey, 
which  was  adopted  on  the  2d  of  July,  1776,  two  days  before  the 
nation's  Independence  was  declared,  when  it  was  recollected  how 
much  was  done  to  shape  the  policy  of  the  struggling  colonies  by  the 
many  prominent  men  who  then  resided  there  or  in  its  immediate 
vicinity.  It  had  furnished  two  of  the  signers  of  the  Declaration 
from  the  State,  Stockton  and  Witherspoon,  and  a  third,  Hart,  from 
its  immediate  neighborhood.  The  sessions  of  the  Committee  of 
Safety,  the  Provincial  Congress  and  the  General  Congress  had  at 
different  times  been  held  there,  and  one  of  the  rare  open  ground  fights 
took  place  there.  Washington  had  stemmed  the  tide  of  war  at 
Trenton,  but  it  was  at  Princeton,  that  he  met  the  enemy  in  a  fair 
open  field  and  turned  back  the  tide  by  a  decisive  engagement ;  and 
Princeton's  church  and  college  had  been  used  as  barracks  by  both 
friends  and  foes.  For  these  and  other  reasons,  which  he  stated,  it 
seemed  appropriate  that  Princeton  should  be  recognized  as  a  most 
fitting  place  for  the  contemplated  celebration. 

COL.  FBEESE  stated  that  a  similar  celebration  was  intended  to  be 
held  in  Trenton,  not  as  commemorating  solely  the  events  incidental 
to  that  place  but,  as  a  State  celebration,  and  thought  it  therefore 
improper  that  the  Historical  Society  should  give  its  countenance  es- 
pecially to  Princeton.  He  moved  therefore  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Sheldon, 
who  made  some  further  remarks. 
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MR.  WHITEHEAD  then  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  so  as  to 
have  it  refer  to  both  places,  and  it  was  thereupon  adopted  as 
follows : 

WHEREAS,  The  Society  has  heard,  with  deep  interest,  that  the  citizens  of 
Trenton  and  Princeton  are  arranging  for  a  worthy  Centennial  Celebration  of 
the  Country's  History,  in  this  section  of  the  State,  which  was  a  scene  of  con- 
flict and  legislation,  and  to  a  large  degree  the  centre  of  patriotic  counsel  during 
the  period  of  the  revolution :  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  devise  some  plan  for  the  cooperation 
of  this  Society  in  the  arrangement,  and  its  proper  representation  hi  the  proposed 
celebration,  and  report  at  the  May  meeting. 

MR.  DENNIS  offered  the  following  resolutions  . 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  record  with  deep  regret  the  death 
of  David  A.  Hayes,  one  of  its  founders,  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury its  Recording  Secretary.  In  his  death  they  deplore  the  loss  of  a  Christian 
gentleman  and  a  warm  friend  as  well  as  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Society,  and 
they  desire  to  testify  to  their  appreciation  of  his  character  and  his  services,  and 
to  express  a  sense  of  their  own  sorrow  at  his  removal. 

Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  resolution  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
Society. 

After  appropriate  remarks  from  Messrs.  DEVEUVE,  NELSON, 
SWORDS,  and  the  PRESIDENT,  the  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  much  interest  to  a  Memoir  of  the 
Rev.  John  Witherspoon,  D.D.,  by  the  REV.  JOHN  MACLEAN,  D.D 
of  Princeton.  In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Maclean  the  paper  was  read  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary.  The  prominent  position  of  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon as  the  sixth  President  of  Princeton  College,  and  his  fidelity 
to  the  interests  of  his  adopted  country  from  1768,  when  he  arrived 
from  Scotland,  to  1794,  when  he  died,  afforded  abundant  incidents 
for  Dr.  Maclean's  paper. 

Some  pertinent  remarks  were  made  by  COL.  SWORDS,  the  REV. 
MESSRS.  SHELDON  and  CAMPFIELD  and  the  PRESIDENT,  and  a  vote 
of  thanks  was  directed  to  be  transmitted  to  the  author. 

MR.  WILLIAM  NELSON  then  read  a  brief  sketch  of  GENERAL 
WILLIAM  GOLF  AX,  at  one  time  a  Captain  of  Gen.  Washington's  body 
guard,  whose  remains  lie  deposited  in  the  vicinity  of  Pompton,  in 
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this  State.     This  was  received  with  thanks  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Publications. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords  a  resolution  was  passed  thanking  the 
Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of 
Trenton,  for  their  courtesy  in  placing  their  rooms  at  the  service  of 
the  Society.  The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark  on 
the  third  Thursday  of  May  next. 
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William  Sargent,   Summit. 
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TREASURER'S   STATEMENT. 


133 


—  c5 


IIS 

•-  ®~.93 
afi1§ 


«3 

®  2 

s  a 


H 


oo  ^000000010 

OO  COOOCOrHiOOCO 

05 

O                           O  O          OS  00  O 
O                           O  O          <M  t-  CO 

jt- 

cc 

OCD  OOOOCOrHrHOt- 
OOCO  COOOCOCOCDlMt- 

CO 

CO 

•*                   o  o       oo  co  co 

U3                           O  CO.        CO  O  00 
O  O            rH   CM   "^ 

00 
O5 

<•#  rH 

co" 

cTr-T         r-T         r-T 

S 

eft 

-r* 

11 


:?< 


OQ 


,^  0 


0- 


from  C0mspn&M*  anb  f  aj 

SUBMITTED  JANUARY  20th,  1876. 


FROM    HON.   HENRY  W.   GREEN,   LL.D. 

TRENTON,  Jan.  12th,   1876. 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding    Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

DEAR  SIR  : — Wishing  to  contribute  all  that  lay  in  my  power  to  the 
usefulness  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  I  accepted  the 
office  of  President,  conferred  upon  me  by  the  Society  in  January 
last,  hoping  that  my  health  and  strength  might  be  so  far  restored  as 
to  enable  me  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office  acceptably  to  the 
Society  and  satisfactory  to  myself. 

That  hope  has  been  signally  disappointed.  I  have  ceased  to  hope  for 
any  such  improvement  in  the  state  of  my  health  as  will  enable  me  to 
perform  the  duties  of  President  acceptably  to  the  Society  or  satisfac- 
torily to  myself. 

I  deem  it  therefore  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  the  Society  to  resign 
the  office — the  resignation  to  take  effect  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Society,  to  be  held  in  the  current  month. 

With  earnest  wishes  for  the   continued  prosperity  of  the  Society, 
and  with  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem  for  yourself, 
I  remain,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  W.  GREEN. 
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FROM  MR.  J.   SWINBURNE. 

First  National  Bank  of  Paters'on,  N.  J., 

Oct.  18th,  1875. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

Corresponding    Secretary, 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

SIR  : — Will  you  kindly  advise  me  if  there  is  any  information  ob- 
tainable from  our  archives  regarding  the  Coat  of  Arms  of  this  State 
(not  the  seal).  The  National  Bank  Note  Company  are  about  making 
a  new  draft  for  us,  bearing  the  State  Arms.  I  find  such  a  variety  of 
them,  I  wish  to  learn  which  form  is  correct. 

Please  favor  me  with  a  line  upon  the  subject  and  oblige, 
Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  SWINBURNE. 


ANSWER   OF   THE   CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY   TO   THE 
FOREGOING. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society, 

NEWARK,  Oct.  21st,   1875. 
John  Swinburne,-  Esq., 

Cashier,  &c., 

Paterson, 

DEAR  SIR: — I  have  delayed  answering  your  letter  of  the  18th 
inst.,  until  I  could  ascertain  whether  my  impressions  as  to  the  "  Coat 
of  Arms"  of  the  State  were  correct.  Examination  of  the  sources 
of  information  within  my  reach  confirms  them. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  no  law  was  ever  passed  establishing 
the  Seal  of  the  State.  A  simple  resolution  adopted  in  1776  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  prepare  a  seal ;  and  their  report,  made  under 
date  of  October  3d  of  that  year,  specifying  the  size,  &c.,  of  the  one 
they  had  authorized,  appears  to  have  been  considered  all  sufficient 
to  establish  its  legality.  As  you  may  not  have  ready  access  to  a 
copy  of  that  report,  I  transcribe  it  for  you. 
19 
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"  The  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  both  houses,  to  prepare  a 
"  great  seal,  beg  leave  to  report — That  they  have  considered  the 
"  subject,  .and  taken  the  sentiments  of  several  intelligent  gentlemen 
"  thereon,  and  are  of  the  opinion  that  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esqr., 
"  should  be  immediately  engaged  to  employ  proper  persons  at  Phila- 
"  delphia,  to  prepare  a  silver  seal,  which  is  to  be  round,  of  two  and  a 
"half  inches  diameter,  and  three-eighths  of  an  inch  thick;  and  that 
"  the  Arms  shall  be  three  ploughs  in  an  escutcheon,  the  supporters 
"'  Liberty  and  Ceres,  and  the  crest  a  horse's  head.  These  words  to 
"  be  engraved  in  large  letters  round  the  arms,  viz. :  '  The  Great  Seal 
"  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.'  " 

"  By  order  of  the  Committee, 

"  RICHARD  SMITH,  Chairman." 

This  is  the  seal  that  is  now  in  use  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  and  the  report,  is  the  only  document  I  am  aware  of,  that 
alludes  to  the  "Arms"  of  the  State  after  which  you  particularly 
enquire. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

"W.  A.  WHITEHEAD, 

Cor.  Sec.  N.  J.  Hist.  Society. 


DOCUMENT  FOUND  IN  THE    STATE    HOUSE  CELLAR 


From  the  original  in  the  handwriting  of  James  Bollen,  Secretary 
under  Gov.    Carteret. 

\ 
[Referred  to  in  Report  of  Committee  on  the  Library.] 

Conditions  agreed  vpon  between  his  R  H  and  B  &  C 

1st  That  the  bounds  of  New  Jersey  Is  to  begin  along  the  Coast 
from  the  first  Entrance  on  the  N  E  of  Barnagat  to  Cape  May  being 
on  the  East  Side  of  the  Entrance  In  to  DeLawarr  Bay  and  from 
Cape  *  *  *  which  is  on  the  W  Side  at  the  going  in  to  the  said 
Bay — and  from  thence  to  goe  vp  on  both  Sides  of  the  said  Bay  and 


SELECTIONS    FROM    CORRESPONDKNCE.  137 

Riuer  called  De  Lawarr  Riuer  to  the  first  and  vttermost  Spring  or 
Springs  that  decends  Into  the  said  Riuer  beyond  the  falls. 

2nd  That  noe  part  of  R  H  Teritories  shall  come  any  nearer  than 
within  40  miles  on  the  E  Bay  or  Riuer  and 

the  Spring  or  Springs  beyond  Excepting  along  the 

Coast  this  his  R  H  bounds  is  to  come  no  farther  then  to  the  first 
entrance  into  Barnagat  as  afores" 

3d  That  all  the  maine  Land  on  both  sides  of  the  bay  and  Riuer 
up  to  the  falls  and  Springs  aforesaid  With  all  the  Inletts — harbors 
— Riuers — Creeks — Islands — Woods — Marshes — Lakes — Meadows 
&c  shall  remaine  to  B  &  C  for  ever  as  also  all  the  lands — riuers  &c 
on  the  West  side  of  the  said  Bay — Riuer  and  Springs  That  is  not 
alredy  graunted  by  his  Matle  to  any  prticulr  person  or  persons. 

4th  That  all  the  Townes,  plantations,  fort  or  forts — Artilery — 
arms — ammunition — cartriges  and  all  other  materialls  belonging  to 
the  Malitia  or  otherwise  that  are  now  In  his  R  H  posession  and 
In  present  being  vppon  the  said  Riuer  or  in  any  other  place — Shall 
be  deliuered  vp  vnto  B  &  C  and  that  the  Souldiers  that  are  Now 
there  In  pay  to  the  number  of- 15  shall  be  Continued  vnder  the 
the  command  of  B  &  C  for  the  sum  of  at  his  R  H 

charge. 

5th  That  his  R  H  Is  to  procure  a  pattent  from  his  Matie  for  all 
that  Tract  of  Land  Which  he  made  a  conquest  of  from  the  Dutch 
on  the  W  Side  of  the  Said  Bay  and  Riuer  and  the  same  to  make 
ouer  to  B  &  C. 

6th  That  his  R  H  is  to  Cleare  all  pretences  and  claimes  that  my 
Lord  Baltimore  can  make  to  any  part  of  the  said  Land,  Bay  & 
Riuer  from  the  two  Capes  aforesaid. 

7th  That  it  Shall  and  May  be  Lawfull  for  B  &  C  or  any  person  or 
persons  vnder  them — or  trading  thither  To  passe  with  their  merchan- 
dize, goods  and  cattle  to  and  from  any  Seas,  harbors,  Riuers  or 
Creeks  trough  any  of  his  R  H  Teritories — Either  by  land  or  by 
Water  Into  any  parts  of  the  Teritories  belonging  to  B  &  C  without 
being  Lovable  to  pay  any  tax  of  Custom  or  Imposition  whatsoever 
— Excepting  such  goods  as  shall  be  disposed  of  Within  his  said 
R  H  teritories. 

8th  That  all  Grants  of  Land,    Charters,  and   priuiledges   granted 
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to  Generall  Corporations  by  sale  (?)  are  to  be  Confirmed,  and  also 
all  grants  of  Land  to  prticulr  persons  and  the  Lands  dew  to  B  &  C 
and  other  persons  wh  Liberty  to  dispose  thereof  as  they  shall 
think  fit. 

9th  That  all  arrears  dew  to  B  &  C  for  quit  rents  &  all  arrears  dew 
to  the  Gouernor  and  Officers  are  to  be  forthwith  paid  by  Virtu  of 
the  Gouernors  Warrant  without  any  service  of  proces  In  Law,  the 
quit  rent  to  be  accorapted  at  %  penny  pr  acre  from  the  25th  of  March 
1670,  to  the  25th  of  March  1672. 

I  Oth  That  Whereas  It  is  said  that  the  his  R  H  is  not  to  Come 
Within  40  miles  of  De  Lawarr  Bay  or  Riuer  It  is  to  be  Vnderstood 
that  iff  the  Said  40  miles  should  corne  Within  the  Compass  of  any 
part  of  Pisaihak  Riuer  that  then  there  shall  be  5  miles  distance  laid 
out  the  said  Riuer  adjoining  here  vnto 

Which  Land  Is  to  Remaine  In  Common  both  parties 

for  Ever,  but  that  all  the  Townes  and  plantations  hereafter  Men- 
tioned and  Now  Settled  are  fully  and  Wholly  to  remain  to  his  R  H. 

llth  To  Name  the  Time  of  surrender  on  both  sides  for  the  Con- 
veniencie  of  that  Gouernor  and  his  Officers  that  is  to  Remove 
In  Exchange  Whereof  his  R  H  Is  to  have  all  the  Lands  on  ye 
West  Side  of  Hudsons  Riuer  from  the  Entrance  into  the  Bay  to  the 
Raritan  Riuer,  and  as  far  Landward  into  the  Country  till  it  comes 
within  40  Miles  of  the  De  Lawarr  Bay,  Riuer  and  Springs,  the  Coast 
from  the  first  Entrance  into  Barnagat,  and  the  provisoes  In  the  1  Oth 
article  before  mentioned  only  Excepted.  With  all  the  Townes  Now 
settled  and  planted  Namely — The  Corporation  of  Bergen,  New 
Barbados,  Newark,  Elizabethtowne,  Woodbridge,  Shrewsbury,  Mid- 
letown  and  New  Piscataway,  together  with  all  the  plantations  within 
the  Compas  of  the  said  tract  of  Land  Now  belonging  and  in  poses- 
sion  of  B  &  C. 
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From  E.  G.  Paterson.  —  Report  of  United  States  Court  Survey,  1874. 

From  S.  L.  M.  Barlow.  —  Fac  simile  of  letter  of  Christopher  Columbus 
describing  his  first  voyage  to  the  North  Western  Hemisphere  ; 
one  of  50  copies  printed. 

From  A.  Remsen  TJiompson.  —  The  Geneva  (Breeches)  Bible,  Edition 
of  1577.  Proceedings  of  the  American  Association  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Science,  ]848  to  v  1873,  19  vols.  Report  on  the 
Natural  History  of  New  York,  1850.  Memoir  of  the  construction 
of  the  Croton  Aqueduct.  Lyel's  Lectures  on  Geology.  Report 
of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York,  1851,  together 
with  40  miscellaneous  pamphlets  and  newspapers. 

From  Edward  A.  Strong.  —  An  original  Despatch  of  John  F.  Pickett, 
Confederate  States  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,  dated 
Vera  Cruz,  Feb.  1862,  to  Robert  Tombs,  Secretary  of  State  at 
Richmond  —  giving  Mr.  Pickitt's  views,  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Allied  Powers,  England,  France,  and  Spain,  then  in  possession  of 
Vera  Cruz. 

Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tattle.  —  In  Memoriam  Rev.  Henry  Goodrich,  D.D.  : 
In  Memoriam  Samuel  S.  Fisher.  The  Social  Problem.  Rev.  A. 
A.  E.  Taylor.  Galenism.  Theophilus  Parvin,  M.D.  The  Pro- 
gress of  Peace  Principles  read  at  Geneva,  1874,  by  Edward 
A.  Lawrence,  D.D.,  of  Marblehead,  Mass.  A  Lawyer's  Readings 
of  the  evidences  of  Christianity,  by  Daniel  P.  Baldwin,  LL.D. 
A  discourse  in  Franklin,  Iowa,  Nov.  29,  1874. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office.  —  Official  Gazette,  Vol.  7.,  18  to 
26  inc.  Vol.  1  to  25  inc.  Index  to  Decisions,  Vol.  7.  General 
Index,  1874. 

From  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Education.  —  Circulars  of  Informa- 
tion. 

From  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior.  —  Statistical  Atlas, 
parts,  1,  2,  3.  The  President's  Message  and  accompanying  Doc- 
uments. Public  Documents  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
1872-3,  1873-4,  51  vols. 
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From  A.  F.  Wilmans. — Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Wilming. 

ton  Institute,   1875. 
From  Edwin  M.  Stone.  —Thirty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Ministry 

at  large  in  Providence,   1875.     Report  of  the  School   Committee 

of  Providence,   1875. 
From  Edwin  Salter. — Daily    Fredonian,   containing   article   entitled 

"  Travelling  two  centuries  ago." 

From  J.  Cummings  Vail. — Newark  City  Directory,  1844-5. 
From  P.  W.  Sheafer. — Historical  Map  of  Pennsylvania,  1875. 
From  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Bradley. — Brigade,    Regimental  and  Standing 

Order  Book,  1776-1778,  at  Marcus  Hook,    Philadelphia,    Allen- 
town,  N.  Brunswick,  Perth  Amboy,   Elizabeth,    Middlebrook  and 

Valley  Forge ;  presumed   to   have   belonged  to   Charles   Craig, 

A.D.C. 

From  E.  T.  Cox. — Geological  Survey  of  Indiana,   1874. 
From  Albert  H.   Hoyt. — Memoir   of  Daniel   Pierce,    of  Newbury, 

Mass.,  1638-1677. 

From  Dr.  S.  A.  Green. — Seven  Miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Isaac  F.  Wood. — Six  Miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Joseph  Black. — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Oration  by  Alexander 

C.    Mac  "Whorter.  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  July  4,  1794. 
From  J.  R.  Freese. — Manuscript  Deed  for  Land  in  Huntington,  L.  I. 

John  Ingersol,  and  wife  to  Alfred  Bryan,  Oct.  2,  1710. 
From  John  L.   Kanouse. — Annual   Report   of  the   Trustees   of  the 

Public  Schools  in  Boonton,  N.  J.,  April,  1875. 
From  H.  H.  Browne. — Insurance  Maps  of  property  in  Newark,  N.  J. 

2  vols.,  folio. 
From  J.  H.  Gibbs. — Coat  of  Arms  of  the    Bouck    (Buck)   Family. 

Inlaid  in  Colors. 
From  Gustave  Albrecht. — Family  Records    of  Passaic  Valley,  N.  J., 

by  John  Little. 
From  William  Nelson. — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  Paterson, 

N.  J.,  1875.     Historical  and  Statistical   memoranda   relative  to 

Passaic   County.      Proceedings    of  the    Board   of  Freeholders  of 

Passaic  County,   1874-5.     Newspapers  containing  local    Historic 

items. 
From  Rev.  Nathaniel  West,  Cin. — Sermon  in  memoriam  of  Thomas 

Ebenezer  Thomas,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
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From  Stephen  Wicks,  M.D. — Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia,  1  Vol. 
Facts  and  documents  relative  to  the  death  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
1  Vol.  First  Church,  Orange,  N.  J.,  150th  Anniversary,  1869. 
Manual  of  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Oaange,  N.  J. 

From  H.  M.  Molleson. — A  Discourse  on  Faith,  by  Samuel  Mather, 
1740.  Dutch  Bible,  printed  in  Dordrecht,  1676.  The  New  Tes- 
tament and  Psalms,  Dordrecht,  1731.  The  Messiah,  in  fifteen 
books,  by  Joseph  Collyer,  printed  by  Shepard  Kollock,  in  Eliza- 
beth tdwn,  N.  J.,  1788.  An  Old  Book  in  Dutch,  printed  at  Ams- 
terdam, 1743.  A  parchment  deed  for  land  in  Bound  Brook,  1764. 
New  York  Tribune,  May,  1872,  to  December  31,  1875.  Full 
account  of  the  Democratic  Convention  held  in  Philadelphia,  1866. 
Partial  Files  of  the  Easton  Express,  -  1872.  The  New  York 
World,  1868.  Somerset  Argus,  1869.  Somerset  Messenger, 
1870  to  1875.  The  Detector,  1871.  The  Circular,  1870.  Twenty- 
four  miscellaneous  pamphlets,  and  a  package  of  old  newspapers. 
Sundry  Banners  used  in  the  Clay  and  Frelinghuysen  Campaign  of 
1847.  Two  Indian  relics  and  the  Company  Flag  of  the  "Somerset 
Light  Horse  Troop"  of  1812. 

From  Joel  Munsell. — Valedictory  Oration  before  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  1 794,  by  John  Bradford  Wallace.  Catskill  Presbyterian 
Church,  25th  Ann.  Sermon,  by  George  A.  A.  Howard,  D.D. 
The  Rise  of  Protestantism  with  the  growth  and  Doctrines  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  Sermon  at  Albany,  by  Irving  Magee,  D.D., 
and  ten  other  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 

From  0.  S.  Baldwin. — Baldwin's  Monthly. 

From  J.  D.  Vermilye, — 33rd  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, N.  Y.,  1874. 

From  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  Masons  of  N.  J. — Proceedings,  1785  to 
1873.  5  Vols. 

From  R.  S.  Swords. — Newark  City  Directory,  1874-5.  Seventh 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  Newark,  1874.  Manu- 
script collection  of  Poems,  by  Richard  B.  Davis,  of  New  York, 
about  1790-97,  understood  to  be  in  the  author's  handwriting. 
Proceedings  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade,  1875.  Ten  miscel- 
laneous pamphlets. 

From  Miss  Kate   L.    Burnett. — American   Annals  of  the  Deaf  and 
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Dumb,    January,    1875,    containing    notice   of  John  Robertson 
Burnett,  deceased. 

From  N.  J.  State  Librarian. — The  Revolutionary  Soldiers  of  Dela- 
ware. 

from  State  of  Pennsylvania  (through  Governor  Hartranft) — Pennsyl- 
vania Archives,  Second  Series,  Vol.  1. 

From  the  Authors. — History  of  the  District  Medical   Society  of  the 
County  of  Hunterdon,  N.  J.,  by  John  Blane,  M.D.,  1821  to  1871. 
Portraits  and  Busts  in  the  possession  of  the  American  Antiqua- 
rian  Society  and  other   Associations   at   Worcester,    Mass,    by 
Nathaniel  Paine. 

The  Market  Assistant,  by  Thomas  F.  DeVoe. 
Quarto  Centennial  of  the  House  of  Prayer,  Newark,  by  Wm. 
VanderpooL 

Address  at  the  Dedication  of  the  new  Court  House,  Hampden 
County,  Mass,  by  Hon.  W.  G.  Bates.  Westfield,  Mass.,  Jubilee, 
1869. 

Anniversary  Address  before  Third  Army  Corps  Union,  1875, 
by  Gen.  J.  Watts  De  Peyster. 

Geneology  of  the  Tenney  Family,  by  Horace  A.  Tenney. 
The  Historical   relation  of  New  England  to  the  English  Com- 
monwealth, by  John  Wingate  Thornton,  1874. 
Electro  Motive  Force,  by  H.  M.  Paine. 
Dawson  Family  Record,  by  C.  C.  Dawson. 
The  Relation   of  the  Patent   Laws   to  American  Agriculture, 
Arts  and  Industries,  by  Jas.  A.  Whitney. 

Live  and  Lively,  Reminiscences  and  Experiences,  by  Wm.  H. 
Winans. 
From    Yale    College. — Obituary  Records  of    Graduates,    1875,  and 

Catalogue,    1875-6. 

From  Harvard  College. — Report  of  the  Proceedings,  1874-5. 
From  John  C.  Mandeville. — Pompton  Plains  Memorial. 
From  H.  A.  Chambers. — The  Church   Almanac,    1875.     The   Pro- 
testant Episcopal  Almanac  and  Directory,  1875.     The  Methodist 
Almanac,  1875. 
From  Newark  Daily  Advertiser. — Ten  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
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From  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Gray. — Laws  of  the   State   of  New   Jersey 

revised  and  published  by  William  Paterson,  1800. 
From,  Stanford  Swords. — An  Order  for  Four  Cents,    drawn   by  the 
York  and  Jersey   Steam  Boat  Ferry   Company   on  the  Newark 
Banking  and  Insurance  Company,  June  1,   1816. 
From  the  Various-  Societies. — The  Missouri  Historical  Society,    Con- 
stitution and  By-Laws. 

Journals  of  American  Numismatic  Society,  Vols.  7-9. 

Record  of  New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society 
for  July  and  October. 

Twenty-second  Annual  Report  of  Wisconsin  Historical  Society, 
Jan.  1876. 

Collections  of  New  York  Historical  Society  for  1875.  Lee 
papers  1778-1782. 

Register  of  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society  for 
July  and  October,  1875,  and  January,  1876;  and  Centennial 
Orations,  1874-75. 

Proceedings  of  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  1873-74;  and 
from  the  same  Society,  Reports  of  Boards  of  Education  Public 
Schools,  1873 — of  State  Valuation,  1874 — of  Railroad  Commis- 
sioner, 1873 — of  Banks  and  Savings  Institutions,  1873 — of  State 
Auditor,  1873 — of  Insurance  Commission,  1873 — and  Acts  and 
Resolves  of  the  General  Assembly,  1874. 

Proceedings  of  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  1874-5. 

Proceedings  of  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1873-75. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association, 
Worcester,  Mass. 

History  of  Company  D,  13th  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers, 
from  the  D  Society. 

•  Annual  Report  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  1873-74. 
Semi-Centennial  of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Reports  of  Meetings  of  Virginia  Historical  Society,  Jan.,  1876 
Haskell's  Port-folio  of  New  England  Society  of  Orange,  N.  J. 

October,   1875. 

Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Institute,  April  and  May,  1875. 

•  The  Newark  Aqueduct  Board  Report,    1874. 
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Seventeenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library, 
1875. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Association,  Jan. 
to  June,  1875. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society  :  Memoirs  of,  Vols.  1  and  2  ; 
and  Annual  Reports,  1866-69,  together  with  Early  History  of 
Suffolk  County,  3  copies 

Account  of  the  Incorporation  of  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
1812,  with  Proceedings,  May  and  October,  1843,  and  April,  1875. 
Transactions  of  the  Society,  Vols.  3,  4,  5.  with  various  other  re- 
ports and  addresses. 

Transactions  of  the   New   Jersey  Medical   Society,    1859-74, 

4  vols. 

From  the  Publishers. — Consecutive  numbers  of  the  Centennial 
American  Journal  of  Education.  National  Standard.  Orange 
Journal.  Newark  Manufacturer.  Hackettstown  Herald.  Weekly 
State  Gazette.  Princeton  Press.  Passaic  City  Herald.  Arling- 
ton Journal.  Essex  County  Press.  The  Printing  Press,  Chicago, 
Bloomfield  Record.  American  Literary  Bureau.  Bibliopolist 
Nos.  75,  76,  77.  New  Jersey  Tom's  River  Courier,  1874. 
Paterson  Daily  Press,  Vol.  23,  1875,  bound. 
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I  give,  devise  and  bequeath,  to  the  "  New  Jersey  Historical  So- 
ciety," chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  1846,  for  the 
use  of  Society,  the  sum  of  dollars. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCH 


OF 


WILLIAM   GOLF  A 

CAPTAIN    OF    WASHINGTON'S    BODY    GUARD. 

BY  WILLIAM  NELSON. 

Read  before  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Jan.  IQth,  1876. 


The  Pompton  Valley  is  one  of  the  most  charming  localities  in 
Northern  New  Jersey  and  abounds  in  interesting  historical  reminis- 
cences. There  is  scarcely  an  acre  of  the  country  for  miles  round 
about  but  can  boast  that  it  has  been  trod  by  the  patriots  of  the  Rev- 
olution, who  had  much  reason  to  praise  the  fruitfulness  of  that  re- 
gion which  afforded  them  such  generous  forage  in  the  days  when 
Washington's  little  band  was  on  "  short  commons."  u  Sunnyside," 
the  summer  residence  of  "Marion  Harland,"  was  occupied  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  army  in  those  days,  and  not  far  away  are  the  unmarked 
graves  of  the  two  unfortunate  men  who  were  made  examples  of  at 
the  time  of  the  mutiny  of  the  sorely-tried  Jersey  Line  (January 
27th,  1781).  The  Marquis  de  Chastellux  and  Surgeon  Thacher  re- 
late various  interesting  incidents  happening  in  this  neighborhood, 
and  Washington's  Orders,  the  Journals  of  the  Committee  of  Safety, 
and  other  records,  published  and  unpublished,  show  that  at  various 
times  this  was  an  important  locality  to  the  American  army.* 

But  Pompton  had  a  history  before  the  days  of  the  Revolution. 
As  long  ago  as  1695  it  was  coveted  by  the  whites,  and  in  June  of 
that  year  a  great  tract  of  land  thereabout  was  bought  by  several 
New  York  gentlemen,  chief  among  whom  were  Captain  Arent 

*Thacher's  Military  Journal  (ed.  1854).  156,  251-2;  Moore's  Diary  of  the 
Revolution,  II.,  374;  Travels  in  North  America,  by  the  Marquis  de  Chastellux, 
I.,  100,  341-4;  Washington's  Revolutionary  Orders,  114;  Gordon's  N.  J.,  311. 
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Schuyler  and  Col.  Anthony  Brockholls  (Commander -in-Chief  and 
acting  Governor  of  New  York,  1677-8,  1681-2),  who  were  doubt- 
less glad  to  find  rest  here,  under  the  protection  of  *'  Jersey  Justice," 
after  the  troublous  times  of  the  Leisler  usurpation  in  New  York, 
when  Brockholls  was  denounced  as  "  a  rank  Papist, "  and  had  a 
price  set  on  his  head  by  the  unfortunate,  over-zealous  acting-Gover- 
nor of  that  Colony. 

A  granddaughter  of  Brockholls  (Miss  Susanna  French,  daughter 
of  Mr.  Philip  French,  of  New  Brunswick,  in  this  State),  made  a 
most  excellent  wife  to  William  Livingston,  our  famous  "  War-Gov- 
ernor" during  the  Revolution,  and  was  the  devoted  mother  of  Hen- 
ry Brockholst  Livingston,  who  sat  on  the  Bench  of  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court,  1806-1823.* 

On  the  sites  of  the  houses  built  by  Brockholls  (or  Brockholst)  and 
Schuyler  are  now  two  spacious  and  inviting  country  mansions,  occu- 
pied, the  one  by  the  venerable  Dr.  William  Washington  Colfax,  and 
the  other  by  his  nephew,  Major  William  Washington  Colfax. 

A  short  distance  above  the  doctor's  residence,  in  an  enclosed 
field,  and  but  a  few  feet  from  the  roadside,  is  an  unostentatious  white 
marble  pyramidal  shaft,  about  five  feet  high,  resting  on  a  simple 
brownstone  base,  and  bearing  this  inscription  : 

GENERAL  WILLIAM  COLFAX, 

CAPTAIN  OP 

WASHINGTON'S  LIFE  GUARD. 

That  simple  legend  at  once  arouses  the  interest  of  the  passer-by. 
Anything  pertaining  to  Washington  is  of  interest  in  these  Centen- 
nial days,  and  surely  we  cannot  but  wish  to  know  something  of  one 
who  was  in  such  close  contact  with  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
American  armies  during  the  Revolution,  as  the  Captain  of  his  Life 
Guard.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  is  so  little  information  to 
be  gleaned  concerning  him. 

WILLIAM  COLFAX  was  of  the  staunchest  New  England  stock.  An 

*East  Jersey  Records,  Liber  E.,  233,  306 ;  N.  Y.  Colonial  MSS.,  IV.,  98 ; 
Doc.  Hist.  N.  Y.,  II.,  20,  35-42 ;  N.  Y.  Hist.  MSS.,  English,  205,  238-9 ;  N.  Y. 
Civil  List  for  1869,  14;  Sedgwick's  Life  of  Wm.  Livingston,  59;  Princeton 
College  During  the  18th  Century,  177. 
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ancestor  of  the  same  name  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Weath- 
ersfield,  Conn.,  and  the  births  of  four  of  his  children  are  recorded  as 
occurring  in  that  ancient  village  about  1653-9.  He  was  probably 
the  grandfather  of  John  Colfax,  of  New  London,  Conn.,  who  mar- 
ried Ann  Latimer,  September  3d,  1727,  the  young  couple  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  church  in  New  London  on  profession  of  their  faith, 
and  their  son  George  (born  December  25,  1727)  baptized,  March  17th, 
1728.  (Mr.  H.  P.  Haven,  of  New  London,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  this  information,  referring  to  this  rapid  succession  of  events,  re- 
marks in  the  note  to  me  accompanying  the  facts,  "  Such  things  did 
happen  in  old  times  as  well  as  modern.  In  this  case  I  looked  up  the 
old  record  from  which  it  was  taken  and  verified  the  dates."  The  records 
also  note  the  birth  of  these  other  children  of  John  Colfax  :  Ann, 
born  May  16,  1728;  (?)  Jonathan,  1736  ;  John,  1739;  William,  1748. 

George,  the  first-born,  married  Lucy,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Avery, 
April  13,  1749,  and  their  children  were:  1.  Sarah,  b.  30  January* 
1750;  2.  George,  b.  9  February,  1752;  3.  Ebenezer,  b.  18  Septem- 
ber, 1753;  4.  Lucy,  b.  21  March,  1755;  5.  William,  b.  3.  July, 
1756;  6.  Jonathan,  b.  12  March,  1758;  7.  Ann,  b.  12  April,  1760; 
8.  Robert,  b.  26  December,  1761 ;  9.  John,  b.  21  November,  1763; 
10.  Mary,  b.  8.  January,  1766.  Captain  George  Colfax,  the  father 
of  this  numerous  progeny,  died  in  1766,  leaving  an  estate  of  £807. 
Lucy,  his  widow,  survived  him  nearly  forty  years,  dying  in  Septem- 
ber, 1804,  aged  seventy-five. 

Of  the  early  life  of  William,  son  of  Captain  George,  we  know 
nothing.  Doubtless  it  was  the  same  as  that  of  every  other  young 
farmer  in  New  England — full  of  the  rugged  toil  and  self-depend 
ence  that  taught  the  Yankees  their  power,  and  made  them  the  readier 
to  exercise  it  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  assert  their  right  to 
their  independence,  their  ability  to  maintain  which  had  long  been 
evident. 

He  often  used  to  tell  his  family  that  he  participated  in  the  battle 
of  Bunker  Hill,  June  17,  1775.  It  is  probable  that  he  never  left 
the  army  from  that  day  till  the  liberties  of  his  country  were  secured. 
He  appears  to  have  enlisted  in  a  Connecticut  regiment,  and  in  the 
records  of  the  Comptroller's  office  of  that  State  he  is  credited  with 
service  in  the  Continental  Army  to  January  1st,  1780,  £184,  3s., 
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lid.  On  January  1,  1781,  he  received  forbalanceof  service  £106, 
Is.,  4d.  Strange  to  say,  these  two  scanty  financial  entries  appear  to 
be  the  only  records  Connecticut  has  of  this  distinguished  son  of 
hers. 

"While  the  American  army  was  encamped  at  Valley  Forge,  Wash- 
ington issued  an  order  dated  March  17, 1778,  directing  that  "one 
hundred  chosen  men  are  to  be  annexed  to  the  Guard  of  the  Com- 
mander in-Chief,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  corps,  to  be  instructed 
in  the  manoauvres  necessary  to  be  introduced  into  the  Army,  and  to 
serve  as  a  model  for  the  execution  of  them."  These  men  were  to 
be  taken  from  the  various  States,  and  were  required  to  be  from  5ft. 
Sin.  to  5ft.  lOin.  in  height,  from  20  to  30  years  of  age,  of  "robust 
constitution,  well-limbed,  formed  for  activity,  and  men  of  established 
characters  for  sobriety  and  fidelity."  They  were  to  be  American 
born,*  and  the  motto  of  the  Guard  was,  "  Conquer  or  Die." 

Into  this  honorable  corps  young  Colfax  was  drafted,  doubtless  at 
this  time.  His  fine  appearance  and  gallantry  in  the  field  soon  made 
him  a  favorite  with  the  General,  and  it  was  not  long  ere  he  became 
a  Lieutenant  of  the  Guard,  subsequently  succeeding  Caleb  Gibbs, 
of  Rhode  Island,  as  Captain  Commandant,  though  it  appears  that  he 
was  never  commissioned  a  Captain.  He  was  thrice  wounded  in  bat- 
tle— once  dangerously.  One  of  these  wounds  was  received  at  the 
battle  of  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1776. 

Upon  one  occasion,  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  giving  the  word  of 
command  to  his  men.  a  bullet  struck  his  uplifted  sword,  shattering 
the  blade,  and  glancing,  skinned  one  of  his  fingers. 

In  another  engagement,  a  bullet  struck  his  forearm,  severing  the 
integuments  and  passing  between  the  bones,  without  touching  them. 

Again,  while  riding  on  horseback  in  an  exposed  position  a  bullet 
was  sent  through  his  body,  just  above  the  hip  and  below  the  bowels, 
entering  in  front  and  coming  out  behind.  The  long  buff  waistcoat 
he  wore  at  the  time  is  preserved  by  his  grandchildren,  and  the  bole 
is  apparent,  made  by  the  almost  fatal  shot.  In  the  excitement  of 
the  battle  the  impetuous  young  hero  did  not  notice  the  wound,  but 
still  galloped  from  point  to  point  over  the  field  delivering  orders. 

*Washingtou's  Revolutionary  Orders,  36. 
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Some  Hessian  soldiers,  who  had  been  taken  prisoners,  saw  the  blood 
streaming  from  his  side  and  into  his  boot,  and  gleefully  exclaimed, 
"  Mein  Gott !  de  Captain  is  wounded  again."  As  he  kept  on  in  the 
fight  some  of  his  own  men  saw  the  crimson  flow  and  cried  to  him, 
"  Captain  !  the  blood  is  running  out  of  your  boot !"  Glancing  down, 
he  perceived  his  condition  for  the  first  time,  saw  that  it  must  be  ser- 
ious, and  rode  over  toward  the  field  hospital.  Dr.  Ledyard  looked 
at  the  wound  and  bade  him  go  at  once  into  the  hospital,  and  stay  in, 
the  latter  order  being  needed  to  keep  the  fiery  Captain  indoors. 
The  excitement  over,  the  wounded  man  succumbed  to  the  loss  of 
blood  and  grew  faint  and  weak  as  a  child.  After  hurriedly  examin- 
ing and  dressing  the  injury,  Dr.  Ledyard  subsequently  .  asked,  "  Do 
you  want  to  be  cured  quickly,  or  to  let  this  thing  linger  along  ?" 
Said  the  Captain,  "As  quickly  as  possible."  The  Surgeon  promptly 
applied  the  bistouri,  tore  tho  wound  open  and  dressed  it,  whereupon 
it  soon  healed.  However,  recovery  was  attended  by  an  eruption  of 
boils,  covering  the  patient  from  head  to  heels,  and  afflicting  him  as 
sorely  as  they  did  Job  of  old. 

Washington  seeing  the  state  of  his  trusted  Captain,  remarked  to 
him,  "  You  are  in  a  deplorable  condition ;  I  will  give  you  a  fur- 
lough that  you  may  go  home  till  you  recover."  Colfax  persisted  in 
staying  with  the  army  till  they  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Morris- 
town,  in  the  winter  of  1779-80.  During  that  season  he  went  home 
to  Connecticut,  riding  all  the  way  on  horseback,  the  snow  being  so 
deep  in  March  that  he  rode  over  the  fence-tops.  He  returned  greatly 
improved  in  health,  and  was  with  the  army  till  the  close  of  the  war. 

At  the  surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown,  in  October, 
1781,  at  his  own  particular  request  Colfax  was  permitted  by  Wash- 
ington to  occupy  a  prominent  position,  on  horseback,  near  his  be- 
loved General,  and  he  was  never  tired  of  describing  in  after  years 
that  memorable  scene.  The  American  and  French  armies  were 
drawn  up  in  line,  facing  each  other,  Washington  at  the  bead  of  one, 
and  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  at  the  head  of  the  other,  the  British 
column  passing  between.  Colfax  said  they  marched  to  the  tune  of 
"  Yankee  Doodle."  The  British  commander  (Gen.  O'Hara  repre- 
senting Cornwallis,  who  plead  indisposition)  was  loth  to  yield  his 
sword  to  the  "rebel,"  and  as  he  reached  the  head  of  the  allied 
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armies  he  tendered  the  blade  to  the  French  General.  But  that  gal- 
lant and  truly  courteous  officer  resented  the  insult  to  the  American 
Commander,  and  fiercely  frowning,  exclaimed  :  "  Me  not  Washing- 
ton. Me  Rochambeau."  The  mortified  prisoner  then,  with  the  best 
grace  possible,  surrendered  his  sword  to  the  General-in-Chief.* 

Colfax  was  a  man  of  fine  presence ;  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in 
height,  large  frame,  well  proportioned,  and  weighing  about  190  or 
200  pounds.  He  had  dark  hair,  a  clean-shaven  face,  with  massive, 
square-set  under  jaw,  a  clear,  florid  complexion,  and  beautiful  blue 
eyes.  His  hair  was  powdered  and  worn  in  a  cue,  tied  with  a  black 
ribbon,  till  his  later  years.  A  pretty  miniature  of  himself,  painted 
about  the  end  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  for  his  sweetheart,  shows 
that  his  coat  was  dark  blue,  with  collar  and  facing  of  scarlet,  large 
gilt  buttons  ornamenting  the  facing ;  his  waistcoat  was  doubtless 
buff,  although  the  color  is  now  faded ;  a  ruffled  shirt  bosom  over- 
flows the  upper  part  of  the  waistcoat  and  there  appears  to  be  a  black 
cravat  about  his  neck,  with  a  white  collar  turned  partly  over  it. 
This  neatness  of  dress  characterized  his  appearance  all  his  life. 

He  was  a  personal  favorite  of  Lady  Washington,  as  well  as  of  the 
General,  and  the  family  still  preserve  a  sort  of  net  for  his  cue.  knit- 
ted of  linen  thread  by  her  for  the  Captain. 

They  also  have  one  of  a  brace  of  pistols  given  to  him  by  Wash- 
ington, the  other  having  been  lost  a  few  years  ago.  It  is  about  ten 
inches  long,  single  barrel,  flint  lock,  of  iron  or  steel ;  wooden  stock, 
ornamented  with  silver  filagree  work,  the  butt  mounted  with  German 
silver,  and  having  sunk  in  it  a  hideous  face  with  mouth  wide  open, 
displaying  horrid  teeth.  The  pistol  is  inscribed  "  Amsterdam"  on 
one  side  and  "  Thone"  (doubtless  the  maker's  name)  on  the  other. 

While  the  army  was  at  Pompton  Plains  the  citizens  showed  the 
officers  various  courtesies.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the 
Pompton  Steel  Works,  the  road  to  Wanaque  and  Ringwood  leaves 
the  old  Hamburgh  turnpike,  and  at  the  southeast  corner  of  these 
roads  stands  an  ancient  yellow  frame  house,  two  stories  high  in 


*The  foregoing  and  other  of  these  personal  reminiscences  of  Colfax  were  re- 
lated to  the  writer  hereof  in  the  summer  of  1872,  by  Dr.  Wm.  W.  Colfax,  the 
only  surviving  son  of  the  General. 
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front,  with  roof  sloping  almost  to  the  ground  in  the  rear;  a  covered 
verandah  in  front,  quaint  half-doors,  and  various  other  unmistakable 
evidences  of  belonging  to  a  past  age.  This  was  the  residence  dur- 
ing the  Revolution  of  Casparus  (Dutch  for  Jasper)  Schuyler,  (b.  10 
Dec.  1 735)  grandson  of  Arent  Schuyler,  mentioned  above.  His 
home  was  the  scene  of  many  a  festive  gathering  a  century  ago,  in 
which  Washington  and  his  suite  participated.  The  young  officers 
found  here  a  great  attraction  in  the  charming  daughter,  Hester  (who 
in  accordance  with  a  custom  of  Dutch  families,  was  named  after  her 
grandmother,  Hester,  daughter  of  Isaac  Kingsland),  and  the  valiant 
young  Colfax,  brave  as  he  was  in  battle,  surrendered  at  discretion 
before  the  flash  of  her  bright  eyes.  Soon  after  the  war  he  took  up 
his  residence  at  Pompton  and  married  Hester  Schuyler,  27  August, 
1783. 

There  for  more  than  half  a  century  he  lived  the  quiet,  peaceful 
life  of  a  country  farmer,  seeing  his  children  grow  up  around  him, 
and  witnessing  the  wonderful  development  of  the  nation  for  whose 
existence  he  had  fought  so  long  and  well  in  his  youth.  He  was 
honored,  trusted  and  revered  by  his  neighbors,  and  was  repeatedly 
elected  or  appointed  to  various  responsible  positions  in  the  town, 
county  or  State.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Common  Pleas  Judge  for  many  years.  He  was 
elected  to  the  General  Assembly  from  Bergen  county  in  1806-7-9-10- 
11  and  to  the  Legislative  Council  in  1808-12-13.  He  was  always  in- 
terested in  military  affairs,  and  in  1811  was  Brigadier-General  of  the 
Second  Division  of  Infantry,  Bergen  Brigade. 

In  the  War  of  1812  he  had  a  command  at  Sandy  Hook. 

At  the  elaborate  and  enthusiastic  celebrations  of  Independence 
Day,  which  were  customary  half  a  century  ago,  the  presence  of  Gen- 
eral Colfax  was  deemed  indispensable  at  the  demonstrations  in  his 
neighborhood. 

In  1824  or  1825,  on  the  occasion  of  the  great  parade  in  Newark 
in  honor  of  Lafayette,  Colfax  participated  as  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous Revolutionary  heroes  of  the  day. 

He  preserved  his  faculties  to  the  very  last,  and  died  after  but  a 
few  days'  illness,  9  September,  1838,  aged  eighty-two  years  and 
two  months.  He  was  buried  on  his  own  estate,  with  military  hon- 
21 
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ors,  the  militia  of  Paterson  and  vicinity  turning  out  on  the  occasion, 
with  martial  music,  under  the  command  of  General  Abraham  God- 
win, the  younger,  and  Colonel  Cornelius  G.  Garrison,  both  of  Pat- 
erson. The  services  were  held  in  the  Eeformed  Dutch  Church,  at 
Pompton,  the  Rev.  Isaac  S.  Demarest  officiating,  while  the  people 
came  by  hundreds  from  all  the  country  around,  to  testify  by  their 
presence  to  their  respect  for  one  whom  they  had  so  long  reverenced 
and  admired. 

Colfax  left  six  children  : 

I.  George  Washington,  b.  3  November,   1784;  m.  Eliza   Colfax, 
his  cousin,  11  December,  1811. 

II.  Lucy,  b.  18  November,  1789;  m.  Henry  H.  P.  Berry,  3  Au- 
gust, 1815. 

III.  Schuyler,  b.  3  August,  1792;  m.   Hannah  Delameter   Stry 
ker,  of  New  York,  25  April,  1820.     (He  was  the  father  of  Schuy- 
ler Colfax,  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  1869-73). 

IV.  Elizabeth,  b.  8  August,    1794;    m.  James  L.  Baldwin,    30 
July,  1816.     (Her  children  live  at  Troy,  N.  Y.) 

V.  William  W.,  b.  26  April,   1797;    m.    Hester   Mandeville,  27 
May,  1826.     (He  graduated  at  the  University  of  New  York,  School 
of  Medicine,  27  Feb.,  1817,  practised  a  few  years  at  Acquackanonk 
and  Paterson,  and  for  half  a  century  at  Pompton  and   vicinity.     As 
this  is  being  writen  he  is  dying.)  * 

VI.  Maria,  b.  3  July,  1800  ;  m.  Abraham   Williams,  a  lawyer,  of 
Orange,  14  Januarjr,  1822. 

The  writer  has  had  the  miniature  of  Gen.  Colfax,  mentioned 
above,  photographed,  and  a  copy,  appropriately  colored,  will  be  hung 
in  the  rooms  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  where  all  may 
thus  see  an  excellent  counterfeit  presentment  of  the  fine-looking  and 
gallant  CAPTAIN  OF  WASHINGTON'S  BODY  GUARD. 


*While  this  article  was  in  the  printer's  hands,  Dr.  Colfax  died,   February  28, 
1876.     For  a  sketch  of  his  life  see  the  New  York  Herald  of  March  1. 
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NEWARK,  May  18th,  1876. 

THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  held  a  regular  meeting  in 
their  rooms  at  12  o'clock  M.,  which  was  numerously  attended  by 
gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  state.  The  Rev.  SAMUEL  M. 
HAMILL,  D.D.,  President,  and  Mr.  PETKR  S.  DORYEK,  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  presided. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  MR.  A.  P.  YOUNG, 
Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 

MR.  WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  sub- 
mitted his  report  of  the  correspondence  since  the  last  meeting  and 
laid  upon  the  table  among  others,  letters  or  communications  from 
Hon.  John  Clement,  acknowledging  his  election  as  a  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  Society  and  from  Hon.  Marcus  L.  Ward,  as  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee ;  from  the  Hon.  Wm.  P.  Ross,  of 
Port  Gibson,  Ark.,  accepting  an  honorary  membership ;  from  Rt.  Rev. 
John  Scarborough,  Hon.  A.  A.  Hardenbergh  and  others,  acknowledg- 
ing their  election  as  resident  members ;  from  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
torical Society  in  relation  to  the  Publication  Fund  of  that  Society  ; 
from  Mr.  Edward  Herrick,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Bradford 
County,  Pa.,  Historical  Society,  inquiring  after  the  Linley  family, 
who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Newark  ;  from  Mr.  E.  Carhart 
of  Oxford,  Pa.,  similar  inquiries  after  the  Carhart  family,  who  were 
located,  at  an  earlv  period,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Elizabeth;  from 
the  Missouri  Historical  Society,  suggesting  a  national  convention  of 
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Historical  Societies  at,  Philadelphia  on  the  first  of  August  next ; 
the  Historical  Societies  of  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Maine,  New  York, 
Georgia,  and  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio,  acknowl- 
edging the  receipt  of  the  last  number  of  the  Society's  Proceed- 
ings. The  Delaware  Historical  Society,  New  York  State  Library, 
U.  S.  Coast  Survey  office,  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown,  of  Camden,  Geu'l 
G.  Watts  DePeyster,  of  New  York,  Rev.  Dr.  Tuttle,  of  Indiana,  Mr. 
J.  D.  Sergeant  and  S.  W.  Pennybacker,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  R. 
A.  Brock,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society, 
transmitted  donations  for  the  library;  from  Gen.  Wm.  S.  Stryker, 
there  were  several  communications  relating  to  the  contributions  of 
the  Society  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  and  from 
various  other  parties  letters  relating  to  the  business  operations  of 
the  Society. 

COLONEL  SWORDS,  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  the  legacy  of  the 
late  Thomas  Barron  of  $5,000  had  been  received  and  temporarily 
invested,  and  that  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  treasury  was  $1,392.80. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that  the  additional 
shelving  to  meet  the  constant  accumulations  in  the  library,  the 
necessity  for  which  was  alluded  to  in  their  report  at  the  last  meeting, 
had  been  supplied,  and,  in  conjunction  with  a  commodious  closet, 
contributed  at  the  expense  of  the  owners  of  the  building,  afforded  all 
the  accommodation  at  present  required.  The  rooms,  inconsequence, 
wore  a  more  systematic  and  convenient  aspect  than  ever  before. 

The  additions  to  the  library,  since  the  last  meeting,  had  been 
thirty -five  bound  volumes,  one  hundred  and  forty  pamphlets,  seven 
manuscripts,  two  maps,  sundry  newspapers  and  two  oil  paintings. 
Some  few  of  the  books  were  obtained  through  exchanges,  and  the 
Committee  invite  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  services  they 
might  render  to  the  Societ}^  by  availing  themselves  of  the  duplicate 
works  in  the  library,  to  secure  such  others  as  are  wanted,  when  not 
obtainable  gratuitously.  The  donations,  since  the  last  meeting,  of 
which  a  special  report  was  presented,  were  all  in  keeping  with  the 
objects  of  the  Society,  and  some  were  especially  valuable. 

The  Committee  referred  especially  to  a  bequest  of  the  late  Mrs. 
Matthias  W.  Day,  of  a  valuable  marble  mantel  clock,  coeval  with  the 


MEETING    IN    NEWARK.  155 

French   Revolution  and  bearing  devices  incidental  to  that  period, 
which  adds  not  a  little  to  the  completeness  of  the  library ;  and  an 
oil  painting  on  panel,  four  feet  by  three,  representing  an  entire  fam- 
ily of  husband,  wife,  mother  and  several  children — five  sons  and  two 
daughters — in  the  costume  of  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury.    This  painting  was  considered  by  the  late  Mr.  Day,  who  pur- 
chased it  nearly  half  a  century  ago  in  New  York,  as  representing 
Hendrick  Hudson  and  his  family,  but  the  Committee  regretted  that 
they  had  not  been  able  to  confirm  this  traditionary  belief.     The  pic- 
ture is  evidently  of  Dutch  origin,  the  ages  of  the  different  personages 
represented  being  given  in  that  language,  but  there  is  nothing  where- 
by the  name  of  the  artist  or  the  age  of  the  picture  can  be  ascertained. 
"It  is  a  noticeable  circumstance."  said  the  Committee  in  their  re- 
port, "  that  Hudson's  name  and  position   in  history  are   due  to  the 
events  of  only  four  years  of  his  career,  from  1607  to  1611,  nothing 
being  known  definitely  of  his  birth  and  early  life,  or  of  the  number 
of  his  children.     His  biographers  have  assumed  that  one  John  Hud- 
son, whose  name  appears  among  the  seamen  he  had  with  him  on  two 
of  his  voyages,  was  a  son,  and  the  Committee  hoped  that  the  eldest 
child  in   the  picture,  represented  as   twenty -four  years  old,  might 
afford  a  clue  whereby  its  identity  with  the  Hudson  family  might  be 
arrived  at,  but  it  was  found  that  for  John  Hudson  to   have  been  at 
that  age,  the  picture  must  have  been  painted  in  1610,  when  Hudson 
was  not  in  Holland,  it  being  certain,  according  to  his  biographers,  that 
although  his  voyage  to  America  and  discovery  of  the  Hudson  was 
made  while  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company  in  1609, 
he  did  not  return  to  Holland  with  his  vessel,  but  landed  from  her  on 
the  English  coast  in  November  of  that  year,  when  on  his  return  voy- 
age.    Another  circumstance  which  militates  against  the  supposition 
that  our  picture  represents  Hudson  and  his  family,  is  the  failure  on 
the  part  of  his  biographers  and  others,  after  thorough  search,  to  learn 
of  the  existence  of  any  portrait  of  him.     The  Committee  hope  that, 
although  foiled  in  their  endeavor  to  connect  the  painting  with  Hud- 
son's family,  they  may  yet  be  able  to  ascertain  what  other  it  repre- 
sents.    That  it  was  one  of  distinction  there  can  be  no  doubt." 
The  report  also  stated  that — 
"  In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  Directors  of  the  Centennial 
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Exhibition  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  earnest  solicitation  of  Gen.  Wra. 
S.  Stryker,  acting  for  them,  the  Committee  have  consented  to  place  in 
their  charge  several  of  the  valuable  original  documents  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Society,  for  exhibition  in  Memorial  Hall.  Among  these 
are  the  original  grants  from  the  Duke  of  York  for  East  and  West 
Jersey,  and  other  early  instruments  connected  with  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  provinces,  of  dates  from  1664  to  1682,  which  cannot  fail 
to  add  interest  to  the  collection." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
ber of  the  Society's  "Proceedings,"  bringing  down  the  printed  record 
of  its  operations  to  the  present  time.  They  drew  attention  to  a  res- 
olution adopted  in  May,  1869,  authorizing  the  publication  of  "The 
Paris  Papers" — the  correspondence  of  John  Ferdinand  Paris  with  the 
proprietors  of  East  Jersey,  during  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century — which  had  never  been  acted  upon,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  circumstances  would  soon  warrant  its  being  carried  out.  In  this 
connection  the  Committee  referred  to  the  advantages  flowing  from 
the  establishment  of  a  publication  fund  that  would  allow  of  publica- 
tions at  regular  periods,  such  as  had  been  established  by  several  so- 
cieties, and  which  had  been  suggested  as  long  ago  as  1860 — "being 
impressed,"  said  the  Committee,  "with  a  sense  of  the  obligation  rest- 
ing upon  the  Society,  not  only  to  collect  materials  for  history,  but 
also  to  facilitate  access  to  them  by  putting  them  in  print  when  prac- 
ticable, with  a  view  to  their  wider  dissemination  and  usefulness." 

.  The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names 
of  several  gentlemen  referred  to  them,  and  they  were  thereupon  bal- 
loted for,  and  duly  elected  members. 

Rev.  MARSHALL  B.  SMITH,  with  some  remarks  verifying  its  iden- 
tity, presented  a  fragment  of  the  keel  of  the  notable  Ship  of  the  Line 
"  Royal  George,"  of  one  hundred  guns,  which  through  mismanage- 
ment, was  sunk  off  Spithead,  in  August,  1782,  with  eight  hundred 
souls  on  board,  and  raised  in  1839. 

Mr.  ERNEST  E.  COE  presented  an  original  copy  of  the  Boston  Ga- 
zette of  March  12th,  1770,  containing  an  accountof  the  funeral  servi- 
ces of  those  who  fell  in  the  affray  with  the  English  soldiers  on  the  5th 
of  March,  1770. 
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Rev.  Dr.  ABEEI.  presented  an  autograph  letter  from  Charles  Pettit 
to  Col.  James  Abeel,  Deputy  Quartermaster  General,  at  Morristown, 
dated  Philadelphia,  Jan.  6th,  1779,  and  a  large  voluminous  atlas,  of 
great  interest,  printed  during  the  last  century. 

MR.  WILLIAM  NELSON  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  very 
able  article,  by  Mr.  Isaac  Craig,  in  the  Pittsburgh  Telegraph  of  April 
21st,  refuting  a  statement  in  a  Cincinnati  paper  to  the  effect  that 
"Washington's  Life  Guard  was  composed  of  Germans,  not  one  of 
whom  understood  a  word  of  English."  As  Mr.  Nelson,  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Society,  read  a  paper  on  William  Colfax,  of  Pompton 
who  was  Captain  of  the  Life  Guard,  this  refutation  of  statements, 
originating  in  an  erroneous  confounding  of  two  distinct  corps,  was 
highly  important.  Mr.  Nelson  presented  a  copy  of  the  paper  re- 
ferred to. 

After  a  bountiful  repast,  spread  for  the  members  in  the  Society's 
Document  room,  President  Hamill  read  an  interesting  sketch  of 
Lawrenceville,  Mercer  county. 

On  motion  of  Col.  SWORDS,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  DDR- 
TEE  upon  the  many  events  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  prominent 
men  connected  with  the  section  of  the  State  in  which  Lawrenceville 
is  situated,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hamill  for 
his  entertaining  paper,  and  that  he  be  requested,  if  not  inconsistent  with  his 
intentions,  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

A  number  of  old  and  interesting  documents,  referring  to  business 
transaction  in  Essex  county,  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century, 
were  received  from  MR.  WILLIAM  JOHN  POTTS,  of  Camden,  and 
MR.  HENRY  CONGA R  presented  a  large  collection  of  deeds  and  sur- 
veys and  other  papers  relating  to  early  transfers  of  property  in  this 
part  of  the  State, 

A  telegram  was  received  from  the  Rev.  GEORGE  SHELDON,  D.D.,  of 
Princeton,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  delegates  from  the  Society 
to  the  Princeton  Centennial  celebration  on  the  29th  of  June,  which, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, which,  by  a  resolution  adopted  in  January,  had  been  charged 
with  the  consideration  of  all  co-operative  measures. 
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After  a  desultory  interchange  of  views,  reminiscences,  etc.,  in 
which  Messrs.  Voorhees,  of  Middlebush.  Aycrigg,  of  Fassaic, 
Duryee,  Sykes,  Baldwin,  Swords  and  others  participated,  the  Society 
adjourned,  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  third  Thursday  of  January, 
1877. 


Elected  May  18.  1876. 


EDWARD  L.  CAMPBELL.  .  .  TRENTON. 
WILLIAM  H.  GILL.  .  .  .  ELIZABETH. 
HENRY  C.  KELSEY.  .  .  .  TRENTON. 

HENRY  S.  LITTLE TRENTON. 

BENJAMIN  F.  LEE,  .  .  .  TRENTON. 
ERNEST  L.  MEYER,  .  .  .  ELIZABETH. 

BENJAMIN  G.  PARKER,  .  SHREWSBURY. 
W.  W.  L.  PHILLIPS,  M.D.,  .  .  .  TRENTON. 
JOHN  M.  RANDALL  .  .  EAST  ORANGE. 
STEPHEN  W.  WILLIAMS.  WEST  ORANGE. 


)0tt0rarg  limber. 


HENRY  C.   MURPHY     .        .     BROOKLYN,  N.  Y 
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f0nations 

ANNOUNCED  MAY  18th,   1876. 

From  the  Various  Societies. — The  Historical  Society  of  Delaware. 
The  Revolutionary  soldiers  of  Delaware,  by  William  G.  Whitley, 
1875. 

The  Minnesota  Historical  Society,  Annual  Report,  1875. — 
The  grasshopper  ravages  in  Minnesota. — Report  of  the  Centen- 
nial State  Board. 

The  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society,  Proceed- 
ings, 1876. — Brief  history  of  the  N.  E.  H.  &  G.  Register,  and 
the  number  for  April.  1876. 

New  York  Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society's  Record  for 
January  and  April,  1876. 

The  Virginia  Historical  Society. — A  newspaper  containing 
an  article  on  Virginia  libraries  in  Colonial  Times. — Photograph  of 
Thomas  B.  Wynne,  deceased,  late  Secretary  of  the  Society. — 
Newspaper  account  of  Proceedings. — Early  voyages  to  America. 
1520,1573,  by  Conway  Robinson. — Washington's  private  diaries, 
1789  to  1791. — Virginia  Historical  Reporter,  Vol.  II,  part  1. — 
Sketches  of  the  Political  Issues  of  the  Revolution. — Discourse 
before  Virginia  Historical  Society,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  1854. 

The  Georgia  Historical  Society,  Address  by  Charles  C.  Jones, 
Jr.,  on  Sergeant  William  Jasper,  1876. 

American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings,  October,  1875. — 
Transactions  of  the  Society,  Vols.  5  and  6. — Thomas'  History  of 
Printing  in  America,  2d  edition,  1874. 

From  New  York  State  Library. — Boundaries  of  the   State  of  New 
York. — Reports  of  State  Museum  of  Natural  History,  1872,  and 
N.  Y.  State  Library.  1875. 
From  Robert  Clark. — Ninth  Reunion  of  the  Society  of  the  Army  of 

of  the  Cumberland,  1875. 

From  Samuel  Nichols. — The  first  six  pages  of  the  Book  of  Minutes 
of  "Newark  Fire  Company,  No.  1,"  December  30,  1799,  to  Feb- 
ruary 6,  1801. 
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From   the  Authors. — Genealogical  Notes   relating  to  the  family  of 
Scull,  compiled  by  G.  D.  Scull. 

Nashville,  the  Decisive  Battle  of  the  Rebellion,  by  General  J. 
Watts  De  Peyster. 

Historical  Address  at  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Congregationalist  Meeting  House.  Amherst, 
Mass.,  1870,  by  William  B.  Towne,  Milford,  N.  H. 

The  Ministry  at  Large,  by  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone. 

The  Voyage  of  Verrazzano — a  chapter  in  the  early  history  of 
maratime  discover  in  America,  by  Henry  C.  Murphy,  1875. 

Historical  Address  in  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin, 
Indiana,  Nov.  30th,  1874,  by  Judge  D.  D.  Banta. 

History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Delphi,  Carrol  county, 
Indiana,  Nov.  28th,  1875,  by  Rev.  Joseph  A.  Ranney. 

Treatment  of  Amputations  by  the  Open  Method,  by  F.  S 
Dennis,  M.  D. 

Description  of  the  Atsion  and  Waterford  estates. — Burlington, 
Camden  and  Atlantic  Counties,  N.  J.,  by  W.  H.  B.  Thomas. 

The  Bergen  family  and  other  Long  Island  families,  by  Teunis 
G.  Bergen. — Early  account  of  Petroleum,  by  William  J.  Buck. 
From  Rev.  William  Stevens  Perry,  D.D. — Historical  papers  of  the 
American  Colonial  Church,  volume  for  Massachusetts. — Debates 
in  the  House  of  Deputies  of  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  1871. 
— Journal  and  Digest  of  the  Canons,  1874. — Annual  Convention 
of  Diocese  of  Western  New  York,  1875. — Journal  of  92d  Con- 
vention of  the  Diocese  of  New  York,  1875. — Diocese  of  Albany 
Convention  Journal,  1875. — Diocese  of  Massachusetts  Conven- 
tion, 1875. — The  complete  issues  of  the  Historical  Club  of  the 
American  Church,  1874-5 — and  fifteen  Pamphlets,  Speeches, 
Reports,  etc. 
From  William  Roome.—O\d  newspapers,  1800,  1808,  1822.— A 

specimen  of  New  Jersey  Currency,  dated  April  16th,  1764. 
From  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D.— Address  of  General  T.  C.  H.  Smith, 
at  the  dedication  of  the  Washington  County  Soldiers'  Monument, 
Marietta,  Ohio,  1875. — Historical  Sketch  of  the  Schools  of  Day- 
ton, by  Robert  W.  Steele. — Civil  and  Military  Engineers  of 
America. — Sidney  Centennial,  1872. — Mannal  of  the  First  Pres- 


DONATIONS.  161 

byterian  Church,  Chicago. — Defense  of  Presbyterian  Doctrine  and 
Order,  by  Thomas  H.  Skinner. — History  of  the  half  century 
celebration  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Franklin,  Indiana. — 
In  memoriam  James  S.  Seymour,  by  Charles  Hawley,  D.D. — 
History  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  by 
Charles  Hawley,  D.D. — Fifteenth  Anniversary  of  the  Brick 
Church,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  1875. 

From  Beach  Vanderpool — Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  select  a 
site  and  build  an  asylum  for  the  Insane,  1875. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office. — Official  Gazette,  Vol.  9,  Nos.  1 
to  16  inclusive. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green. — Sanitary  Condition  of  Boston,  1875, 
and  other  Pamphlets. 

From  W.  P.  Garrison. — Constitution  of  the  New  England  Society 
of  Orange,  N.  J.,  7th  edition. 

From  Mrs.  James  J.  Carter. — Duplicate  list  of  the  taxes  levied  in 
Newark,  1823,  1831  and  1834.— Tax  lists  South  Wark,  1833, 
1834  and  one  year  without  date. — Poll  lists  1840,  1841  and 
1842.— The  number  of  Inhabitants  given  in  1834  is  12,725. 

From  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker. — Penn  Monthly,  February,  1876, 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — The  Alleged  Atheism  of  the  Consti- 
tution.— Miscellaneous  pamphlets  and  maps. 

From  Charles  G.  Rockwood. — The  National  Temperance  Advocate. 
— History  of  Foly's  Gold  Pens. 

From  Mrs.  Robert  Gray. — Revolutionary  manuscripts. 

From  United  States  Coast  Survey. — Report  of  the  Superintendent, 
1872. 

From  E.  D.  Halsey. — Two  numbers  of  the  Iron  Era,  containing 
.items  of  local  history. 

From  Astor  Library. — Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees,  1876. 

From  Amos  H.  Searfoss. — Copy  of  the  testimony  read  in  the  case 
of  Horace  H.  Day  vs.  Charles  Goodyear. — Minutes  Grand  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  N.  J.,  18  pamphletSv — Minutes  Grand  Encamp- 
ment, I.  0.  0.  F.,  of  N.  J.,  11  pamphlets. 

From  John  A.  Gifford. — Badge  worn  at  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
ex-President  Jackson,  1845. 
23 
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From  H.  Phillips,  Jr. — Newspaper  notice  of  the  earliest  American 
expeditions  to  the  Arctic  regions. 

From  Sheldon  Smith. — Washington  Astronomical  and  Meteorological 
Observations,  1873. 

From  William  Foster  Dodge. — The  Industrial  Interests  of  Newark. 

From  Francis  Barber  Ogden. — By-Laws,    etc.,   of  the  Cincinnati  of  ' 
New  Jersey,  1876. 

From  the  Publishers. — Consecutive  numbers  of  the  National  Standard. 
— Hackettstown  Herald. — Bloomfield  Record. — Orange  Journal. 
— Weekly  State  Gazette. — Princeton  Press. — Centennial. — Amer- 
ican Journal  of  Education. — Newark  Artizan. — The  American 
Bibliopolist. 

From  United  States  Bureau  of  Education. — Circulars  of  Information. 

From  Rev.  Allen  H.  Brown. — Minutes  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Synod 
of  New  Jersey,  1873,  1874  and  1875. 

From  William  M.  Lee. — Almanac,  1770,  by  Nathaniel  Low,  Boston, 
Mass. — Connecticut  Journal,  February  23,  1803. 

From  Mrs.  William  Grummon. — Manuscript  copy  of  a  division  of 
lands  among  the  first  lot  right  settlers  of  Elizabethtown,  1699, 
1700,  certified  as  a  true  copy  taken  by  me,  Caleb  Jeffreys,  April 
4,  1736. 

From  R.  S.  Swords. — The  Outward  Business  of  the  House  of  God. 
— Sermon  by  G.  Z.  Gray,  1875. — Memorial  of  the  Opening  of  the 
New  York  and  Canada  Railway,  1875. — Annual  Report  Delaware 
and  Hudson  Canal  Co.,  1875. — Constitution  of  the  New  York  S. 
P.  C.  A.,  1876. — Laws  of  New  York  relating  to  children,  1875. 

From  Henry  J.  Yates. — Message  as  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Newark, 
with  Reports  of  City  Officers,  1876. 

From  R.  A.  Brock  of  Richmond,  Va. — The  vestry  book  of  Heurico 
Parish,  Va.,  1730,  1773. — Publications  of  the  Virginia  Historical 
Society,  New  Series,  No  1. — Report  of  the  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  the  Boundary  between  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
1873. — Report  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Company,  1875.— 
Report  of  the  Eastern  Lunatic  Asylum,  1873,  and  19  miscellane- 
ous pamphlets. 
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TRENTON,  January  18th,  1877. 

THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  held  its  thirty-third  an- 
nual meeting  in  the  Rooms  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  at  11:30  A.  M., 
which  proved  to  be  one  of  its  most  interesting  gatherings,  many 
prominent  gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State  being  pres- 
ent, the  REV.  SAMUEL  M.  HAMILL,  D.D.,  President,  and  HON.  JOHN 
CLEMENT  and  MR.  PETER  S.  DURYEE,  Vice  Presidents,  presiding. 

The  Recording  Secretary  read  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting, 
which  were  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  made  his  report  on  the  correspon- 
dence since  the  meeting  in  May.  Hon.  Henry  C.  Murphy,  of 
Brooklyn,  L.  I.,  acknowledged  his  election  as  an  honorary  member. 
Messrs.  William  Nelson  and  Benj.  Aycrigg  accepted  their  appoint- 
ments as  representatives  of  the  Society  at  the  Princeton  Centennial 
celebration.  Messrs.  C.  H.  Hart  and  J.  A.  Woodward,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  of  Indiana,  Miss  Henrietta  A. 
Day,  of  Newark,  Messrs.  F.  E.  Mather  and  0.  S.  Baldwin,  of  New 
York,  Rev.  C.  D.  Bradlee,  of  Boston,  Mr.  P.  Cudmore,  of  Min- 
nesota, Mrs.  E.  Mulford  Palmer,  of  Camden,  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Interior,  U.  S.  Medical  Bureau,  and  Academy 
of  Natural  Sciences,  Davenport,  Iowa,  transmitted  donations  for  the 
library.'  The  Historical  Societies  of  Delaware  and  Vermont,  and 
Mr.  Thos.  C.  Murray,  of  Baltimore,  were  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
Society's  publications.  Messrs.  Samuel  Briggs,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,. 

B.  F.  Davenport,  of   Boston,    W.  F.  Beach,   of  Macon,  Missouri, 

C.  J.    Hubbard,    of    Navy    Yard,     Portsmouth,     N.    H.,    Wm. 
Kelley,  of  New  York,  and  Rev.  G.  T.  Riddell,  of  Harrison,  Maine, 
made  Genealogical  enquiries  after  families  with  whom  they  were 
connected.     Rev.  David  Craft  wrote  in  reference  to  an   intended 
history  of  Bradford  county,  Pa.,  and  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Mott,  D.  D.,  of 
a  proposed  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Flemington,  N.  J. 
Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker,  of  Trenton,  communicated  information  respect 
ing  the  Society's  exhibits  at  the  Centennial.     Mr.  LaFayette  An- 
gleman,  of  Plainfield,  asked  for  definite  information  as  to  the  char- 
acter and  extent  of  the  Society's   Library.      The  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  of  Worcester,  expressed  their  thanks  for  a  volume 
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of  their  Collections  returned  to  them,  and  letters  from  John  F.  Ha- 
gaman,  of  Princeton,  Hon.  John  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  Mr.  B. 
W.  Throckmorton,  of  Jersey  City,  and  other  gentlemen  had  refer- 
ence to  various  topics  connected  with  the  Society's  operations. 

The  Treasurer  submitted  his  report,  *  showing  a  balance  of  cash 
in  the  treasury  of  $907.17,  with  $638  due  from  members  in  arrears. 

DR.  SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON  submitted  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  in  which  they  referred  to  the  reports  of  the  officers 
and  special  committees  for  the  details  of  their  several  departments 
during  the  months  that  had  elapsed  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Society,  and  cordially  approved  of  the  recommendations  which 
would  be  presented  by  the  Library  Committee  relating  to  the  publi- 
cation of  a  catalogue  and  the  introduction  of  sundry  improvements. 
Although  the  whole  burden  of  the  rent  of  the  rooms  had  now  to  be 
borne  by  the  Society,  no  other  association  sharing  it  as  heretofore, 
it  was  hoped  that  the  current  receipts,  and  the  liberality  of  individ- 
ual members,  would  supply  all  the  means  needful  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  various  contemplated  projects. 

As  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Library  at  the  last  meet- 
ing, the  request  of  the  Commissioners  to  place  some  of  the  Society's 
valuable  historical  relics  in  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at   Philadel- 
phia, had  been  .complied  with,  and  the  following  duly  forwarded : 
No.  1.  Portrait   in  oil  of    Aaron    Burr,   presumed    to   have  been 

painted  by  Stuart. 
No.  2.  Exemplified  copy  of  the  Grant  from  Charles  II.  to  James, 

Duke  of  York,  for  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  March  12th, 

1664.     Made  for  John  Fen  wick  and  brought  to  West  Jersey 

in  1674. 
No.  3.  Original   Lease  for   a  year  from    James,  Duke  of  York,  to 

Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret,  for  the   whole  of  New  Jersey. 

Dated  June  23d,  1664. 

No.  4.  Original  Release  of  the  same,  dated  June  24th,  1664. 
No.  5.  Original  Lease  for  a  year  from  James,  Duke  of  York,  to  Sir 

George   Carteret,   for  the  Northern  part  of    New  Jersey, 

dated  July  28th,  1674. 

*  See  subsequent  page. 
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No.  6.  Original  Release  of  the  same,  dated  July  29th,  1674. 
No.  7.  Original  Quintipartite  Deed  between  Sir  Carteret,  William 
Penn,  Nicholas  Lucas,  Gawen  Lawrie,  and  Edward  Byllinge, 
dated  July  1st,  1676,   dividing  the  province  into  East  and 
West  Jersey. 

No.  8.  Original  Release  of  Elizabeth,  widow  and  Executrix  and  the 
Trustees  of  Sir  George  Carteret  to  the  first  Twelve  Proprie- 
tors of  East  Jersey,  dated  January  1st,  1681-2. 
No.  9.  Original  Release  of  James  Duke  of  York,  to  Edward 
Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas  Lucas, 
John  Eldridge  and  Edmond  Warner,  for  West  Jersey,  dated 
August  6th,  1689. 

''These  parchments  and  portraits" — said  the  Committee — "were 
properly  framed  and  boxed,  and  entrusted  to  the  special  care  of  the 
commissioners  charged  with  their  exhibition,  with  the  understanding 
that  they  were  to  be  returned  in  the  same  good  condition  free  of  all 
charges  and  expenses,  and  with  the  scarcely  needed  admonition  that 
their  loss  would  be  irreparable.  For  a  time  our  contributions 
were  not  available  for  want  of  a  proper  place  to  display  them  within 
the  Exhibition  grounds,  but  about  the  1st  of  July  they  were  by  per- 
mission of  the  Committee,  taken  to  the  fire  proof  apartments  of  the 
Academy  of  Pine  Arts  and  added  to  the  collections  of  a  like  charac- 
ter received  from  other  States  and  Historical  Societies,  where  they 
attracted  the  attentiont  hey  deserve.  A  recent  letter  from  Col.  Frank 
M.  Etting,  Chairman  of  the  Commemorative  Commission,  brings  the 
information  that  it  is  intended,  if  possible,  to  keep  the  collection 
together  until  Spring,  and  permission  is  asked  to  retain  the  contri- 
butions of  the  Society  for  some  time  longer.  The  Committee 
submit  the  request  for  the  action  of  the  Society." 

"  Since  the  last  meeting  Death  has  struck  from  our  roll  of  mem- 
bers two  gentlemen  who  were  identified  with  the  Society  from  its 
organization — Ex-Chancellor  Green  and  Mr.  Alofsen. 

"  HENRY  W.  GREEN  was  present  and  active  in  the  formation 
of  the  society,  at  the  meeting  held  in  the  City  Hall,  Trenton,  on  the 
27th  of  February,  1845  ;  became  one  of  the  Executive  Committee 
in  1851  ;  was  elected  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents  in  1862,  and  in 
January,  1875,  succeeded  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  as  President.  The 
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state  of  his  health,  however,  obliged  him  to  decline'  a  re-election  in 
1876.  While  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health  he  was  an  attendant 
upon  our  meetings  whenever  his  public  duties  permitted,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  discussion  of  various  topics  that  at  such  times  called  for 
the  action  of  the  Society, 

"By  birth  a  Jerseyman,  Mr.  Green  received  his  early  training  in  the 
educational  institutions  of  his  native  State,  and  spent  his  whole  life, 
professional  and  official,  in  her  service ;  and  it  may  be  affirmed  with 
justice  that  none  of  her  sons  has  more  worthily  or  with  greater  dis- 
tinction, adorned  her  annals,  or  labored  more  assiduously  to  promote 
the  enterprises  that  have  served  to  advance  her  prosperity  and  ele- 
vate the  moral  condition  of  her  population.  Her  noble  works  of 
philanthropy  found  in  him  a  friend  and  advocate  ;  and  her  higher  in- 
stitutions of  learning  will  cherish  in  grateful  remembrance  his  coun- 
sels and  efforts,  as  among  the  most  effective  agencies  to  which  are 
due  their  enlarged  facilities  and  their  present  deservedly  high  repu- 
tation. 

"  Of  the  bench  and  bar  of  New  Jersey  he  was  a  distinguished  or- 
nament. To  an  intellect  of  rare  capacity,  a  temperament  that 
prompted  to  the  intent  application  of  his  mental  powers  to  the  work 
before  him,  a  conscientious  sense  of  the  requirements  of  duty  to  his 
clients  and  the  public,  he  added  the  results  of  careful  culture,  ex- 
haustive research  and  profound  thought ;  qualities  which,  united  with 
a  fluent  and  impressive  diction,  made  him  eminently  successful  in 
his  earlier  forensic  efforts,  and  were  even  more  conspicuous  in  those 
opinions  and  decisions  from  the  seats  of  judicial  authority — models  of 
righteous  judgment,  varied  learning  and  stern  logic,  expressed  in 
language  pure,  terse  and  forcible — that  have  secured  him  an  exalted 
rank  among  the  jurists  of  the  State  and  the  country. 

"  Nor  were  his  virtues  in  the  more  private  relations  of  life,  though 
less  conspicuously  demonstrated,  less  worthy  of  commemoration. 
Constitutionally  ardent  and  of  warm  sympathies,  his  attachments  were 
strong  and  enduring ;  and  those  who  were  admitted  to  his  friendship 
will  hold  the  memory  of  the  privilege  among  their  most  precious 
recollections.  In  his  religious  sentiments,  he  was  earnest,  though 
simple-hearted  and  unobtrusive.  Tolerant  and  respectful  of  the 
opinions  of  others,  he  loved  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member 
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and  office  bearer,  contributed  liberally  to  her  beneficent  enterprises, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  aid  her  with  his  judicious  counsels.  His  tastes 
no  less  than  his  regard  for  official  propriety,  kept  him  aloof  from  the 
strifes  of  political  parties ;  but  his  sincere  love  of  country  did  not 
permit  him  to  be  an  indifferent  observer  of  current  events.  His  keen 
insight  of  character,  his  sagacious  perception  of  the  bearings  of  agi- 
tated questions  of  State  and  National  polity,  and  his  strong  sense  of 
right,  led  him  to  the  adoption  of  decided  opinions  of  public  men  and 
public  measures,  which  were  not  concealed  from  those  who  enjoyed 
his  confidence,  nor  without  their  influence,  silently  exerted,  on  the 
popular  sentiment. 

"  Mr.  Green  was  born  in  Lawrenceville,  in  this  State,  on  the  20th 
of  September,  1804.  After  careful  preparation  under  the  care  of 
the  Rev.  Isaac  V.  Brown,  D.D.,  in  the  excellent  classical  institution 
in  his  native  village,  he  entered  the  College  of  New  Jersey  and 
graduated  thence,  with  high  honor,  in  the  year  1820,  at  the  early  age 
of  sixteen  with  a  class  distinguished  for  the  number  of  its  members  who 
have  risen  to  eminence  in  the  Church  and  the  State.  He  began  the 
study  of  law  under  the  late  Chief  Justice  Ewing  and  completed  his 
preparation  for  the  Bar  under  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall.  He  was  elected 
to  the  popular  branch  ot  the  State  Legislature  in  1842,  and  in  1844 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  convention  that  formed  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State.  He  was  the  same  year  appointed  by  Chancellor 
Pennington  Reporter  of  the  Court  of  Chancery.  In  1846  he  was 
nominated  by  Governor  Stratton  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  renominated  by  Governor  Fort  for  the  same  office  in  1853, 
receiving  in  both  instances  the  unanimous  confirmation  of  the  Sen- 
ate. While  occupying  this  position  he  received  from  his  Alma  Ma- 
ter the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws.  After  a  service  of  fourteen 
years,  with  great  distinction,  in  this  position,  he  was  in  the  year  1860 
nominated  by  Governor  Olden  Chancellor,  which  office  he  held  with 
like  distinction  till  his  retirement  in  1866. 

"  The  premature  failure  of  health  which  caused  his  retirement,  was 
doubtless  due  to  his  intense  application,  without  proper  relaxation,  to 
the  unrelenting  demands  of  official  duty.  Wisely  yielding  to  the  warn- 
ing intimation  so  far  as  to  withdraw  from  public  life,  he  still 
continued  to  perform  valuable  service  to  the  church  and  common- 
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wealth  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  "The  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,"  at  Princeton,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  the  year  1833,  and  of  which  he  became  the  honored 
President  in  the  year  1859 ;  and  as  a  trustee  of  the  College  of  New 
Jersey,  to  which  office  he  was  chosen  in  the  year  1850.  To  his 
counsels  and  influence,  while  holding  this  important  position,  are 
largely  due  the  present  advanced  rank  of  that  seminary  of  learning 
and  the  munificent  benefactions  that  have  adorned  the  historic  soil  of 
Princeton  with  spacious  and  elegant  structures,  which  will  ever 
associate  his  family  and  ancestry  with  the  fame  and  usefulness  of  his 
venerable  Alma  Mater.  Chancellor  Green  departed  this  life  at  his 
residence  in  Trenton  on  the  19th  of  December,  1876,  in  the  72d 
year  of  his  age. 

"  SOLOMEN  ALOFSON'S  name  is  on  our  records  among  the  original 
members  of  1845,  and  from  that  time  until  his  final  departure  from 
the  country  in  1871,  there  was  scarcely  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
at  which,  by  donation  or  otherwise,  he  did  not  manifest  the  warm 
interest  he  felt  in  its  prosperity.  From  1860  to  1867,  he  filled  the 
office  of  Treasurer,  declining  a  re-election  when  about  to  visit  the 
country  of  his  birth.  He  first  came  to  this  country  as  Secretary  to 
the  Dutch  Legation,  and  subsequently  became  connected  with  a 
prominent  banking  house  in  New  York,  and  married  a  lady  of  Jersey 
City.  His  donations  to  the  Society  were  both  of  money  and  books. 
Among  the  latter  were  over  six  hundred  distinct  works  relating 
to  our  Civil  War,  many  of  them  rare  and  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
several  busts  and  portraits  of  distinguished  men. 

"  Mr.  Alofsen  was  a  gentleman  of  education  and  culture,  the  pos- 
sessor of  a  large  and  valuable  library,  which  he  took  with  him  to 
Europe,  but  which,  much  to  his  regret,  he  was  obliged  to  sell,  about 
a  year  ago,  in  consequence  of  his  having  no  permanent  abode,  his 
time  being  spent  between  Paris,  the  residence  of  an  only  daughter, 
Arnhem,  Amsterdam  and  other  places  in  Holland.  In  1871  he 
spent  a  few  months  in  the  United  States  renewing  his  associations 
with  his  old  friends,  and  the  many  literary  institutions  in  which  he 
had  taken  an  interest.  He  died  suddenly  at  Arnhem,  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1867,  aged  67." 

After  some  remarks  by  Col.  SWORDS,  JUDGE  NIXON,   and  the 
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PRESIDENT,  on  motion  of  the  first-named  gentleman  the  motion  was 
accepted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
that  the  transactions  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  were  in  press 
and  would  be  published  without  delay,  in  connection  with  those  of 
the  present  meeting,  making  another  number  of  the  regular  printed 
"Proceedings,"  which  extend  back  to  the  organization  of  the 
Society  in  1845. 

But  few  kindred  societies  could  prevent  a  like  continuous  history 
of  their  doings  in  print.  The  numbers  of  the  "  Proceedings  "  were 
distributed  gratuitously  to  the  resident  members  who  might  not  be  in 
arrears  when  they  were  issued.  Some  of  the  volumes  of  the  Society's 
"  Collections  "  were  nearly  exhausted,  and  members  desirous  of 
having  complete  sets  were  urged  to  secure  those  they  required  with- 
out delay. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  read 
tne  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

They  submitted  a  list  of  the  additions  made  by  donations  since 
the  last  meeting,  amounting  to  eighty-five  volumes,  two  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  pamphlets,  regular  files  of  seven  newspapers,  five  man- 
uscripts, etc. 

"  These  accessions,"  said  the  Committee,  "  and  the  fact  that  a  lar- 
ger number  than  usual  of  historical  inquirers  have  frequented  the 
rooms,  testify  to  the  continual  interest  taken  in  the  Society  and  the 
recognition  of  its  usefulness. 

"  Some  additional  progress  has  been  made  since  the  last  meeting 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Catalogue,  and  it  is  hoped  that  before  long 
it  will  be  ready  for  publication.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing in  demonstration  of  the  actual  necessity  that  exists  for  its  com- 
pletion. To  any  library  a  catalogue  is  essential,  but  especially  so  to 
one  like  our  own,  a  depository  of  the  waifs  of  Time — of  books  and 
documents  whose  existence  even  may  not  be  known  to  the  histor- 
ical inquirer,  and  yet  may  be  of  great  interest  and  essential  value  to 
him  in  his  researches.  The  catalogue,  therefore,  becomes  itself  a 
history  of  unknown  as  well  as  known  facts,  a  complete  hand-book 
of  the  sources  whence  those  facts  may  be  derived.  Of  vast  impor- 
22 
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tance  is  it,  therefore,  that  our  library,  so  firmly  established  and  bid  - 
ding  fair  to  grow  indefinitely  by  additions  of  the  greatest  variety, 
should  be  rendered  thoroughly  accessible  and  serviceable  by  having  a 
comprehensive,  properly  arranged  catalogue  of  the  treasures  it  pos- 
sesses. The  more  perfect  its  arrangement,  the  more  perfect  will  be 
the  arrangement  of  the  books  themselves,  in  order  that  the  changes 
consequent  upon  accumulations  in  certain  departments  may  not  inter- 
fere with,  or  encroach  upon,  the  limits  of  others.  Already  has  our 
library  by  its  growth  required  several  re-arrangements,  and  such  will 
probably  continue  to  be  the  case  until  we  shall  possess  a  proper  edi- 
fice of  our  own.  The  Committee  hope  that,  when  ready  for  the 
press,  no  hesitation  on  the  score  of  expense  will  be  felt  by  the  So- 
ciety about  ordering  the  publication  of  the  catalogue. 

"  Projected  improvements  are  being  considered,  whereby  our  cabi- 
net of  historic  relics  and  curiosities  will  be  rendered  more  attractive, 
and  our  collection  of  Manuscripts,  many  of  which  have  not  been 
properly  arranged,  may  be  more  readily  consulted. 

"The  Committee  would  renew  their  appeal  to  the  members  gener- 
ally, to  use  their  influence  to  secure  for  the  library  all  the  memorials 
of  our  past  history  of  which  they  may  have  information  as  probably 
obtainable.  Many  a  garret,  or  other  repository  of  so-considered  val- 
ueless papers,  oftentimes  contains,  when  submitted  to  the  inspection 
of  a  historical  explorer,  very  interesting  documents  answering  impor- 
tant ends,  when  least  expected  furnishing  data  for  verifying  doubtful 
events  or  showing  the  fallacy  of  traditional  fables. 

"A  recent  very  valuable  and  comprehensive  work  contains  ac- 
counts of  two  interesting  events  in  the  early  history  of  East  Jersey, 
exceedingly  pleasant  to  read,  and  not  impossible,  but  far  from  prob- 
able, although  coming  to  us  with  such  favorable  surroundings,  as  no 
authority  is  given  for  the  statements.  One  of  these  events  is  the 
meeting  between  Gov.  Carteret  of  East  Jersey,  and  Gov.  Nicolls  of 
New  York,  on  the  arrival  of  the  former  to  take  possession  of  the 
province  in  1664.  The  interview  is  described  most  graphically,  all 
the  particulars  being  given  for  the  first  time  as  artistically  as  if  a 
modern  reporter  had  been  present.  The  other  event  is  the  settle- 
ment of  Elizabethtown  and  the  reception  by  Gov.  Carteret  shortly 
after  his  arrival,  of  a  deputation  from  Long  Island,  representing  the 
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Nicolls'  patentees.  Time,  place  and  circumstances  are  minutely 
given  and  a  speech,  full  of  exalted  figures  of  rhetoric  which  it  is  im- 
possible that  he  could  have  used,  being  put  in  the  mouth  of  the  head 
of  the  embassy  ;  the  notes  of  the  stenographer,  supposed  to  be  pres- 
ent, never  having  been  put  into  print  until  now,  when  they  come  to 
us  embellished  with  two  hundred  years  of  family  traditions  that  will 
not  bear  the  scrutiny  which  all  history  should  be  able  to  bear.  The 
pleasing  incident  in  New  England  Revolutionary  history  which  has 
given  the  name  of  Paul  Revere  such  extended  celebrity,  has  verv 
recently  been  modified  in  some  of  its  particulars — the  church  where 
the  lights  were  displayed  for  the  government  of  the  adventurous  ri- 
der and  the  name  of  the  person  who  displayed  them,  being  found  to 
differ  from  the  formerly  received  accounts,  through  the  researches  of 
the  Rev.  John  Lee  "Watson,  of  Orange,  New  Jersey ;  and  our  own 
experience,  since  the  last  meeting,  in  receiving  an  old,  but  well  au- 
thenticated copy  of  a  letter  written  in  1698  by  Lewis  Morris  to  the 
people  of  Elizabethtown,  relating  to  the  difficulties  that  then  existed 
in  the  Province,  throwing  new  light  on  the  views  of  that  prominent 
man  on  controverted  points  at  a  very  eventful  period  of  our  history 
— is  confirmatory  of  the  fact  that  it  is  not  too  late,  even  now,  to 
discover  new  authentic  evidence  relating  to  the  earliest  events  of  our 
history,  to  establish  or  refute  what  may  be  already  known,  or  to  reveal 
additional  information  heretofore  unknown." 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names 
of  several  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  they 
were  elected  by  ballot.  New  nominations  were  received  and  referred 
to  the  Committee. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  Standing  Commitees  for  1877,  as  follows : 

Committee  on  Finance — Joseph  N.  Tuttle,  William  B.  Mott, 
L.  Spencer  Goble,  Charles  E.  Young,  Elias  N.  Miller. 

Committee  on  Publications — William  A.  Whitehead,  S.  H.  Pen- 
nington,  M.D.,  John  Hall,  D.D.,  William  B.  Kinney,  Joseph  N. 
Tuttle. 

Committee  on  Library — Martin  R.  Dennis,  William  A.  Whitehead, 
Robert  S.  Swords,  Robert  F.  Ballantine,  Abram  Coles,  M.D., 
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Committee  on  Statistics — N.  N  orris  Halsted,  F.  W.  Jackson,  E.  M. 
Shreeve,  Arthur  Ward,  M.D.,  William  Nelson. 

Committee  on  Nominations — Robert  S.  Swords,  David  Naar, 
Robert  B.  Campfield. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Ritchie,  Rev.  Dr.  Sheldon  and  Gen.  W.  S.  Stryker 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year.  They  subsequently  reported  the  following,  who  were  duly 
elected  : 

President — SAMUEL  M.  HAMMILL,  D.D.,  of  Lawrenceville. 

Vice- Presidents — JOHN  T.  NIXON,  of  Trenton,  PETER  S.  DURYEE, 
of  Newark,  JOHN  CLKMENT,  of  Haddonfield. 

Corresponding  Secretary — WILLIAM  A.  WHITEHEAD,  Newark. 

Recording  Secretary — ADOLPHUS  P.  YOUNG,  of  Newark. 

Treasurer — ROBERT  S.  SWORDS,  of  Newark. 

Librarian — MARTIN  R.  DENNIS,  of  Newark. 

Executive  Committee — SAMUEL  H.  PENNINGTON,  M.D.,  of  New- 
ark ;  WILLIAM  B.  KINNEY,  of  Morristown  ;  JOHN  HALL,  of  Trenton  ; 
SAMUEL  ALLINSON,  of  Yardville ;  N.-  NORRIS  HALSTED,  of  Kearney ; 
JOEL  PARKER,  of  Freehold ;  MARCUS  L.  WARD,  of  Newark ; 
JOSEPH  N.  TUTTLE,  of  Newark ;  GEORGE  SHELDON,  D.D.,  of 
Princeton. 

Donations  to  the  library  were  presented  by  MR.  HAGEMAN, 
JUDGE  BUCHANAN  and  Miss  STAFFORD  ;  the  latter  also  exhibited 
the  original,  and  deposited  with  the  society  a  certified  copy,  of  the 
letter  from  the  Marine  Committee,  dated  Philadelphia,  December  13th, 
1784,  accompanying  ''Paul  Jones'  starry  flag  of  the  Bonne  Homme 
Richard,  which  was  transferred  to  the  Alliance,"  a  boarding  sword 
and  a  musket  captured  from  the  Serapis,  which  the  committee 
bestowed  upon  Lieut.  James  Bayard  Stafford,  her  father,  and  which 
are  still  in  her  possession. 

MB.  WHITEHEAD  stated  that  among  the  interesting  features  of 
the  exercises  in  Philadelphia,  in  July  last,  commemorative  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Independence  in  1776,  was  the  presen- 
tation in  old  Independence  Hall,  by  gentlemen  selected  from  all 
parts  of  the  country,  of  brief  memoirs  of  the  Signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration, and  other  distinguished  men  of  the  time.  Of  course  the 
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names  and  sendees  of  several  of  New  Jersey's  noble  patriots  were 
duly  commemorated  by  gentlemen  from  the  State,  of  whom  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  one,  and  he  had  hoped  that  before  being  given  to  the 
press — as  he  understood  was  the  ultimate  intention  of  the  Commis- 
sion— the  several  papers  might  have  been  communicated  to  the 
Society.  He  had  succeeded,  however,  in  securing  only  one,  beside  his 
own,  and  introduced  B.  W.  Throckmorton,  Esq.,  of  Jersey  City,  by 
whom  a  sketch  of  one  of  the  prominent  Jerseymen  of  the  time  had 
been  prepared. 

MB.  THROCKMORTON  then  read  a  brief  memoir  of  John  DeHart 
of  Elizabethtown,  who  was  a  member  of  the  First  Congress  of 
1774-5,  and  otherwise  identified  with  the  patriotic  measures  of,  that 
and  subsequent  periods  of  the  revolution. 

On  motion  of  COL.  SWORDS,  it  was  resolved  that  the  thanks  of 
the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Throckmorton  for  his  interesting 
paper,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Committee  on  Publications. 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL  STRYKER  presented  and  read  a  paper  on  Col. 
Philip  Johnson,  of  New  Jersey,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Long 
Island,  August  27th,  1776. 

After  some  remarks  from  the  RKV.  DR.  MOTT,  of  Flemington,  on 
motion  of  JUDGE  BUCHANAN  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Publications. 

On  motion  of  MR  WHITEHEAD,  it  was,  in  accordance  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Executve  Committee  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  National  Centennial  Com 
memoration  m  Philadelphia  be  allowed  to  retain  the  Society's 
contributions  to  their  exhibition,  until  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

MR.  WHITEHEAD  then  read  a  memoir  of  Richard  Stockton,  one  of 
the  signers  of  the  Declaration  from  this  State,  and  submitted  there- 
with, for  the  inspection  of  the  members,  the  original  minutes 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  Jersey  on  the  22d  of  June, 
1776,  containing  the  instructions  of  that  body  to  their  representa- 
tives in  the  Continental  Congress. 

On  motion  of  DR.  PENNIXGTON  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 


174  MEETING  IN  TRENTON. 

voted  to  Mr.  Whitehead,  and   he   was  requested  to  place  a  copy  of 
his  paper  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  3.30  P.  M.,  and  on  reassem- 
bling MR.  RITCHIE  offering  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mott  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Society  with  a  paper  on  the  history  of  Hunterdon  county,  to  be  read 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Mott  was  understood  to  accede  to  the  request  to  prepare  the 
paper,  but  would  not  engage  to  have  it  ready  for  the  next  meeting. 

Rev.  DR.  SHELDON  made  some  remarks  upon  the  value  of  the 
numerous  historical  papers,  addresses  and  sermons  which  the  Cen- 
tennial year  had  produced,  and  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Rosolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to 
present  to  the  Society  at  the  meeting  in  May  next,  to  be  placed  on 
our  records,  a  condensed  statement  of  the  various  celebrations,  civic 
and  military,  that  were  held  in  various  places  in  ihe  State  during  the 
past  year,  in  commemoration  of  the  Centennial  of  our  National  In- 
dependence. 

In  furtherance  of  the  same  object,  on  motion  of  the  REV.  MR. 
BROWN,  it  was :  Resolved  that  the  Society  issue  a  call  requesting  that 
copies  of  all  historical  discourses  delivered  in  New  Jersey  during 
the  Centennial  year  may  be  forwarded  to  the  library. 

The  HON.  JOHN  F.  HAGEMAN,  of  Princeton,  then  read  an  exceed- 
ingly interesting  and  valuable  paper  on  "  Princeton  in  the  Revolu- 
tion," containing  much  information  relating  to  that  eventful  period 
that  Mr.  Hageman's  researches  have  elicited  from  original  sources, 
which  was  listened  to  with  much  satisfaction. 

On  its  conclusion,  JUDGE  NIXON,  after  some  complimentary  re- 
marks, offered  the  usual  vote  of  thanks,  accompanied  with  a  request 
that,  should  it  not  conflict  with  Mr.  Hageman's  intentions,  the  Soci- 
ety would  be  pleased  to  have  a  copy  placed  at  its  disposal.  It  was 
understood,  however,  that  the  paper  constituted  a  portion  only,  of  a 
work  he  is  preparing  for  the  press  on  the  history  of  Princeton. 

After  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Board  of  Trade  and  Young  Men's 
Christian  Association  fer  the  use  of  their  rooms,  the  Society  ad- 
journed to  meet  in  NEWARK  on  the  third  Thursday  of  May  next 
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From  Joseph  L.  Tuttlc,  D.D. — Historical  Discourses;  Inaugural  Ad- 
dresses and  Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  one  hundred  and  two  in  all. 
From  George  W.  Seward. —  The  Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution, 

by  J.  Wingate  Thornton. 
From   Hon.    F.   H.   Teese. — President's   Message   and    Documents, 

(abridgment)  1875-6. 

From  R.  S.  Swords. — Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
Newark,  N.  J.      Proceeding   at  8th  annual  meeting  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade,  1876.     Rules  and  Regulations   18th  Fair 
N.  J.  Agricultural  Society. 
From  Thomas  F.  DeVoe. — Rode's  New  York  City  Directory,  1854-5. 

Trow's  do.,  1856-7. 
From  State  of  Michigan. — Sketches  of  the  History,  Resources  and 

Industries  of  Michigan,  1876, 

From  Edmund  Quincy. — Speeches  of  Josiah  Quincy,  1805-1813. 
From  the  Authors. — Historical  Discourse  in   Presbyterian   Church, 
Perth  Amboy,  July,  1876,  by  Rev.  Aaron  Peck.     Speech  on  the 
Admission  of  New  Mexico,  1876,  by  F.  H.  Teese,  M.C. 

The  Conference  at  Bonn,  1875,  by  Win.  Stevens  Perry,  D.D. 
Historical  Address,  Groton,  Mass.,  second  edition,  by  Samuel 
A.  Green,  M.  D. 

Oration  and  Centennial  Proceedings,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  by  C. 
H.  Winfield. 

The  Civil  Government  of  the  States  and  the  Constitutional  His- 
tory of  the  United  States,  by  P.  Cudmore,  second  edition,  1875. 
Sermon  before  Prot.  Epis.  Convention,  N.  J.,  1876,  by  George 
Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

Sermon  in  the  church  at  Harrison  Square,  Dorchester,  1876, 
and  Thoughts  for  Christmas,  1873,  by  C.  D.  Bradlee. 

A  Century  of  Beneficence,  1769-1869,  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Corporation  for  the  relief  of  the  Widows  and  Orphan  children  of 
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Clergymen    in  the  Prot.   Epis.   Church  of   Pa.,  by  John  Wm. 
Wallace,  Phila.,   1870. 

Sermon  before  the  last  convention  of  the  undivided  Diocese  of 
Western  New  York,  1868,  by  Geo.  Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

Memoir  of  Sir.  Wm.  Penn,  Knight,  etc.,  by  P.  S.  P.  Con- 
ner. 

The  Reed  Controversy,  by  Wm.  S.  Stryker. 

Historical  discourse,  Wyalusing  Pres.  Church,  1869,  by  Rev. 
D.  Craft 

Family  record  of  Robert  Bond  and  Jacob  Price,  by  Mrs. 
Daniel  Price. 

History  and  description  of  Cedar  Lawn  Cemetery,  by  William 
Nelson. 

Indiana  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  by  H.  H.  Terrell 

Historical  discourse  Presbyterian  church,  Madison,  N.  J.,  1865. 
Rev.  Robert  Aikman. 

Historical  and  Statistical  memoranda  relative  to  Passaic  County, 
N.  J.,  by  William  Nelson. 

The  Bible  in  the  past  one  hundred  years,  by  Rev.  William  J. 
R.  Taylor,  D.D. 

A  memorial  of  Increase  Allen  Lapham  Reall,  before  Wiscon- 
sin Natural  History  Society,  by  Charles  Mann. 

Memoir  of  John  Maclean,  M.D.,  the  first  Professor  of  Chemis- 
try in  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  by  his  son  John  Maclean,  D.D. 
Privately  Printed.  1876. 

From  — Donations  to  the  people  of  Boston, 

suffering  under  the  Port  Bill,    1774-77.      The   Garrison  Mob, 
Edited  by  Theodore  Lyman.     The  Sanitarian,  Dec.,  1876. 
From  Henry  Phillips,   Jr. — Newspaper   slips   containing  "A  Pre- 

Historic  Pompeii." 

From  Dr.  S.  A    Green. — Thirteen  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  Rev.  W.  S.  Perry,  D.D. — Ten  miscellaneous  pamphlets. 
From  the  Publishers. — The  Irish  Citizen,  June  24th. — Consecutive 
numbers  of  Princeton  Press. — National  Standard. — State  Gazette 
— Orange  Journal — Bloomfield  Record — American  Bibliopolist — 
American  Journal  of  Education — Hackettstown  Herald — Newark 
Artizan — American  Literary    Bureau,    July,    1876,    2    copies — 
23 
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American  Library  Journal,  Vol.  1. — Perm  Monthly,  Sept.,  1876. 

From  Mr.  Morehouse. — School  Laws  of  Michigan — Anniversary  of 
the  Baptist  church,  Portland — Course  of  study  in  Public  schools, 
Portland. 

From  the  Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  and  A.  Masons  of  N.  J. — Proceed- 
ings, 1874-76. 

From  United  States  Patent  Office. — Official  Gazette,  Vols.  9  and  10. 
General  index,  1875. 

From  Edmund  D.  Halsey. — Fac  simile  of  the  original  "  Morristown 
Ghost,"  as  published  in  1792. 

From  H.  E.  Sibley. — Sermon  before  Protestant  Episcopal  Conven- 
tion, 1876,  by  George  Morgan  Hills,  D.D. 

From  George  F.  Tuttle. — William  Tuttle  of  New  Haven,  1635. 
Address  at  the  Tuttle  gathering,  by  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.D. 

From  Frederick  Mather. — The  Dewitt  Dispensary.  Annual  reports 
1851-1876. 

From  Rev.  John  L.  Watson,  LL.D. — The  Paul  Revere  Signal  Lan- 
terns shown  from  Christ  church,  Boston — Memoirs  of  the  Mars- 
tons  of  Salem,  reprint  from  N.  E.  Gen.  and  Biog.  Reg.,  1873. 

From  Miss  Henrietta  Day. — Newark  Gazette,  No.  1,  Vol.  14,  1798. 
— True  American,  July,  1802. 

From  R.  A.  Brock. — Virginia  newspapers,  containing  historical 
articles. 

From  United  States  Coast  Survey  Office. — Report,  1873. 

From  Pennsylvania  Cnmmissioners  of  Public  Charities. — Sixth 
annual  report,  1876, 

From  United  States  Engineer  Department. — Report  of  explorations 
across  the  great  Basin  of  Utah,  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Simpson. 

From  Mrs.  William  H.  Hussey. — Taxation  of  Women,  by  William 
L.  Bowditch,  and  other  pamphlets — Memoir  of  Isaac  Collins, 
Historical  discourse,  Springfield,  N.  J.,  by  Rev.  H.  W.  Teller. 

From  the  Brazil  Centennial  Commission. — The  Empire  of  Brazil  at 
the  Universal  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  in  English,  French  and 
German.  3  Vols — Agricultural  instructions  for  those  who  may 
emigrate  to  Brazil — Catalogues,  etc.,  7  pamphlets. 

From  William  Nelson. — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Freeholders 


DONATIONS.  .  179 

of  Passaic  County,  1876 — Reports  of  city  officers,  Paterson,  N.  J., 
1876 — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Paterson. 

From  Robert  Clark. — Pre-Historic  Remains,  Cincinnati. 

From  Robert  Clark  &  Co. — Bibliotheca  Americana. 

From  William  R.  Duryee. — Centennial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Com- 
munipaw  and  Lafayette,  N.  J.,  1876. 

From  Vernon  Royle. — Report  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Paterson 
N.  J.,  1876. 

From  Worcester  Young  Men's  Christian  Association. — Abstract  of 
the  President's  report,  1876. 

From  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. — Thirty-six  volumes 
Congressional  documents — Public  Libraries  in  the  U.  S.,  Part  1. 

From  J.  Swinburne. — Third  annual  report  of  the  Paterson  Board  of 
Trade,  1876. 

From  Hon.  Frederick  T.  Frelinghuysen. — Medical  and  Surgical  His- 
tory of  the  Rebellion,  Vol.  2. 

From  William  A.  Whitehead. — Forty  pamphlets — Broadside — news- 
paper slips,  etc. — Historical  sketch  of  Key  West,  Florida,  1876. 

From  Yale  College. — Catalogue  of  Officers  and  Students,  1876--7 — 
Obituary  record,  1876. 

From  Mercantile  Library  of  New  York. — Catalogue  of  English  prose 
fiction  in  the  Library. 

From  the  Essex  Institute. — Bulletin  Nos.  9,  10,  11,  12  of  Vol.  7,  Jan- 
uary and  February — Historical  Collections,  April  to  July — Cata- 
logues, etc. 

From  the  New  York  Geneological  and  Biographical  Society — The  So- 
ciety's Record,  July  and  October,  1876,  January,  1877. 

From  American  Philosophical  Society. — Proceedings,  Vol.  16,  No.  97. 

From  New  England  Historic  and  Geneological  Society. —  Register 
for  July  and  October,  1876,  January,  1877. 

From  Georgia  Historical  Society. — Proceedings  at  the  dedication  of 
the  Hodgson  Hall,  1876. 

From  Chicago  Public  Library — Fourth  Annual  Report. 

From  Davenport  Iowa  Academy  of  Natural  Sciences. — Proceedings, 
Vol.  1867,  1876.  • 

From  Historical  Society,  Minnesota. — History  of  St  Paul. 

From  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. — History,  Manners  and  Cus- 
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toms  of  the  Indian  Nations,  by  Rev.   John   Heckewelder,  new 
edition,  1876 — Catalogue  of  Charities  conducted  by  women — Bio- 
graphical sketch  of  William  Penn. 
From  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. — Proceedings,    1875-6.  Vols. 

2  and  3. 
From  Maryland  Historical  Society. — Journal  of  Charles  Carroll  of 

Carrollton,  1776. 

From  New  England  Society  of  Orange,  N.  J. — Scenery,  No  1,  1876. 
From    Vermont  Historical  Society. — Address  by  Hon.   Edward   A. 

Sowle,  1876. 
From  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio. — Reports,   1874, 

1875-6. 

From  Smithsonian  Institution. — Contributions  to  Knowledge.     Vols. 
20  and  21.     Reports,    1863,   '65,    '68,  '69,    '70— The  Empire  of 
Brazil  at  the  Universal  Exhibition  of  1876  in  Philadelphia. 
From  the  Grand  Lodge,  I.  0.  O.  F.  of  N.  J. — Minutes  of  session  of 

1876. 

From   Grand  Lodge  of  A.  F.  &  A.  Masons  of  Iowa. — Proceedings, 

Vols.  1  to  6.     Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  Iowa, 

Vol.  1  and  2.    Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 

Iowa,  1873 — 9  volumes. 

From  Henry   Congar — Historical  Discourse,  Springfield,  N.  J..   by 

Rev.  H.  W.  Teller. 
From  Abraham   Van  Fleet. — History  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 

Flemington,  N.  J. — 2  copies. 

From  Dr.  Samuel  Lilley — China  and  Her  Neighbors,  in  Chinese  Lan- 
guage, by  Rev.  Young  J.  Allen — Pour  Numbers  of  a  Periodical 
in  the  Chinese  Language,  January  3d,10th,  Sept.  7th,14th,  1874. 
From  0.  S.  Baldwin — Baldwin's  Monthly. 
From  James  D.  Brown. — One  dollar  note  of  Confederate  States  of 

America,  1862. 
From  George  R.  Swords. — Sharks  Teeth    from   fossil   beds   in  the 

Ashley  River,  S.  C. 

From  Angus  McDonald. — Arrow  Head  found  at'  Culpepper,  Va. 
From  Charles  J.  Williams. — Three  dollar  b:ink  note,  Manu  facturers' 
Bank,  Belleville,  N".  J.,  1836. 
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From  Charles  Henry  Hart,  Philadelphia. — Three  manuscripts. 
From  William   Grummon,   H.  J. — Deed  Tabitha  Wood  to  Ichabod 
Grummon,  1762,  for  Land  near  Elizabeth. 


imbers  tflectefc. 

JANUARY  18th,   1877. 

Rev.  John  Ewing,  Clinton,  Hunterdon  Co. 
Josiah  P.  Huntoon,  Paterson. 
Leslie  D.  Ward,  M.  D.,  Newark. 
Henry  M.  Crowell,  Newark. 


Wharton  Dickinson,  Scranton,  Pa. 
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LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY,  JANUARY  18th,  1877. 


LETTER  FROM   LEWIS  MORRIS  TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  ELIZABETHTOWN. 
Received  from  Mr.  J.  A.  WOODWARD  of  Philadelphia. 


*$*  The  events  of  the  year  1698  were  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Bast  Jersey.  The  difficulties  attendant  upon  the  government  of  the  Pro- 
prietaries had  become  yearly  more  manifest.  "With  a  portion  of  them  in  Eng- 
land, having  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  their  own  measures, 
and  another  portion  in  the  province,  having  different  views  as  to  what  would 
most  conduce  to  its  welfare,  it  was  impossible  to  secure  the  harmony  of  action, 
without  which  progress  in  the  essentials  of  prosperity  could  not  be  made . 
Jeremiah  Basse  had  arrived  with  his  commission  as  Governor — defective  from  its 
not  having  the  King's  approval,  and  the  assent  of  a  sufficient  number  of  the 
proprietaries,  sixteen  being  requisite,  whereas,  he  had  only  ten — and  had 
placed  himself  at  once  in  an  antagonistic  position  to  many  prominent  men  of 
the  province,  who  had  the  boldness  to  call  his  authority  in  question.  Lewis 
Morris,  one  of  these,  he  had  turned  out  of  the  Council  and  caused  to  be  fined  and 
imprisoned  for  contempt  of  one  of  his  courts,  and  the  following  letter,  writ- 
ten while  Morris  was  yet  burning  with  indignation  at  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived, will  be  found  to  contain  much  respecting  the  proprietaries  as  a  body 
that  differs  materially  from  his  usual  course,  which  was  to  sustain  them 
in  the  prerogatives  they  claimed;  and  ten  years  later  he  rendered  them  essential 
service  in  England,  whither  he  went  to  advance  their  interests  in  the  settlement 
of  the  momentous  questions,  involved  in  the  surrender  of  the  government  to 
the  Crown.  [See  East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  pp.  196-199,  211-219.] 
The  letter  as  here  given  being  printed  from  a  copy  of  a  copy,  the  author 
should  not  be  held  accountable  for  many  pecularities,  especially  of  orthography 
and  punctuation,  and  it  is  very  evident  that  the  copyist  has  failed  to  decipher 
correctly  some  of  his  sentences. — ED. 

TINTON,  July  13th,  1698. 

GENTLEMEN  : — Upon  notice  I  had  that  you  were  Design'd  to 
solicit  his  Majesty ;  I  was  very  glad  you  were  resolute  to  alter  the 
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present  Circumstances,  and  I  could  wish  the  other  towns  of  this  un- 
happy province  were  as  Sensible  of  their  Condition  as  you  are.  I 
must  confess  I  should  not  be  much  troubled  were  those  who  believe 
the  prop'rs  C — ts  &  f — s1  &  love  their  Government  the  only  persons 
hurt  by  it.  But  since  there  are  others  that  are  Involved  (by  the 
folly  and  sluggishness  of  the  former)  under  the  same  Calamity  of 
being  governed  by  base  inconsiderable  persons,  who  really  have  not 
the  right  to  govern  I  think  it  is  hard. 

Nay  even  amonge  the  mock  Lords  proprietors,  there  are  some  that 
deny  the  use  of  arms,  a  tenat  not  the  safest  to  be  held  by  those  that 
pretend  a  right  to  govern  ;  It  leaves  us  Naked  &  Defenceless  a  pray 
to  any  bold  Intruder,  Subject  to  all  the  Rage  of  a  Cruell  Enemy  and 
the  Barbarous  Insults  of  the  perfideous  Heathen  that  are  round  about 
us — I  have  said  the  proprietors  have  not  the  right  to  govern.  And 
it  is  from  these  reasons  : 

1st.  It  was  only  Granted  to  the  Duke  and  Could  not  be"  granted 
by  him  to  them :  Especially  it  could  not  be  purchased  by  them  as  a 
property,  for  if  it  could  be  purchased  by  24,  these  24  Might  Divide 
&  Subdivide  and  so  we  shall  have  24  or  2400  ports  for  they  pretend 
to  have  purchased  both,  and  they  Claim  the  ports  as  their  property, 
as  well  as  the  Government,  and  they  have  a  Like  right  to  both. 

The  power  of  Erecting  ports  being  in  the  Lords  &c.,  and  the 
power  of  Government  in  the  Nation  of  England  who  never  sold  it 
to  the  proprietors  I  Believe :  and  if  the  King  (of  whom  they  pretend 
to  have  purchased),  Can  sell  any  of  the  Governmen  the  can  sell  the 
whole  to  a  subject,  or  to  a  foreigner  for  I  know  of  no  law  that  Restrains 
the  one  and  Tolerates  the  other,  &  so  may  sell  the  Kingdom  of  Eng- 
land to  the  King  of  France  to  Morrow, — and  it  seems  to  me  a  Con- 
tradiction to  have  the  property  of  Goverment:  and  at  the  same 
time  be  a  subject. 

2dly.  If  the  Goverment  is  Alienable,  I  cannot  find  that  it  ever  was 
aliened  to  the  24  ;  Nor  so  much  as  liberty  given  them  to  Govern 
(as  they  do)  or  Otherways.  The  Kings  Subjects,  for  the  24  Natural 
Bodys  of  Thomas  Hart,  Peter  Sonmans  and  the  rest  were  never  by 
the  King  Incorporated,  and  made  one  body  politique,  by  any  name 

'So  in  the  copy,  but  the  meaning  is  not  apparent. 
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nor  of  any  place,  Nor  none  of  their  grants  have  words  Sufficient  in 
the  Law  to  make  them  so,  Urgo  no  right  to  govern  &c.  After  all 
granting  it  Lawfull  for  the  proprietors  to  govern,  I  humbly  Conceive 
it  is  not  Expedient  they  should  for  the  following  Reasons  : 

Impr'8  they  are  both  Judge  &  party  which  Cannot  be  safe  for  the 
people. 

2dly.  If  it  was  possible  to  Obtain  a  Judgment  against  them  they 
have  no  Effects  nor  are  their  bodys  here,  &  if  they  were,  how  would 
and  proper,8  is  it  to  keep  the  Goven"  &  propri'™  in  position  and 
the  Govern''  &  propri'™  by  their  Warrants  Levy  of  Distress  upon 
the  Gover'™  &  preprie'™  goods. 

3dly.  In  case  any  tax  be  Levied  the  propr'"  lands  pays  Nothing 
which  would  be  Remidied  if  we  were  under  another  Governm'*. 

4thly.  All  that  purchast  Land  of  the  Indians  by  Gove'r  Nicholas 
Leave  would  pay  them  no  Quit  rents,  which  would  keep  money  in 
the  Country. 

5thly.  While  the  propri'™  keep  the  Govern"  it  keeps  up  the  price 
of  their  own  Lands  and  Leaves  that  of  the  inhabitants. 

6thly.  Their  keeping  the  said-  Goverment  makes  the  Quit  rents  of 
twice  the  Value  that  otherwise  they  would  be. 

7thly.  There  is  no  Believeing  any  thing  they  say,  or  write,  as 
may  be  seen  in  the  following  instances  : 

Contradiction — Imprimus  They  pretend  to  ports  as  a  property 
purchast  by  them,  Mr.  Coll  Bass  their  Gove'r  in  his  last  proclama- 
tion says  tis  Appointed  by  the  Lords,  &c. 

Affirmation — In  their  Concessions  they  say  Lands  possest  seven 
years  shall  not  be  subject  to  any  Resurvey. 

Contradi"1 — Their  Surveyor  Resurveys  and  they  patent  Land 
after  three  times  Seven  Years  possession. 

Affir'n — They  say  in  their  last  letter  (when  Mr.  Willocks  signs  as 
one  of  them)  that  the  Act  of  parliment  Disabled  Coll.  Hamilton  Be- 
cause a  Scotchman  ^c. 

Contr"1 — Thomas  Gordon,  Esq'r  no  more  an  Englishman  than 
Coll.  Hamilton  is  their  Secretary  and  Mr.  Willocks  (as  I  am  Inform 'd) 
one  of  the  Councill  and  their  Surveyor  Generall. 

a  The  copyist  here  evidently  at  fault. 
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What  need,  I  instance  more,  here  is  say  and  unsay  enough  and  I 
know  you  are  very  sensible  of  them  so  must  Every  Body  Else  that 
will  give  themselves  Liberty  to  think,  and  if  it  be  Either  Safe  or 
Honorable  to  live  under  Such  masters  then  I  mistake. 

They  that  like  the  proprieters  Govern"  may  say  what  they  please 
of  the  King's  Govern"  and  of  the  Taxes  &  Burdens  &c..  But  as  the 
worthy  Mr  Hamilton  said  its  much  better  to  be  Govern"1  by  the  head 
than  by  the  feet.  Their  quit  rents  are  an  unjust  tax  upon  us  &  our 
heirs  forever,  and  their  Surveyors  pinching  here  a  bitt  and  there 
a  patch  out  of  the  Lands  of  honest  men,  which  they  have  wrought 
very  hard  to  pay  for  is  not  the  most  pleasing  thing  that  Ever  was 
done. 

And  as  much  as  they  Cry  out  against  New  York  and  the  great 
hurt  it  will  be  to  the  people  to  be  under  the  King's  Govern" — yet  if 
Mr.  Willocks  Sells  the  Quit  rents  and  the  people  Refuse  to  main- 
taine  some  Lousy  fellow  that  they  send  for  a  Governor  they'l  be  the 
first  that  will  put  us  there  to  be  under  all  the  Hardships  af ores'"  tis 
what  they  have  often  threatened  us  with  though  they  dare  as  well 
Eat  fire  as  to  do  it  till  they  have  gott  what  they  Can  out  of  us,  which 
they  Expect  to  be  £6000  pounds,  and  then  they'l  do  it  not  for  our 
punishment  but  their  own  Conveniency,  for  God  knows  they  Care  not 
one  straw  whether  the  King  or  the  Devil  has  the  Govern't,  if  they 
have  the  Money  in  it.  Wretches  that  Consider  not  what  will  be- 
come of  this  poor  Country  (for  such  it  will  be  with  a  witness  if  ever 
the  propri""8  gett  the  half  of  6000  Pounds,  out  of  it)  so  as  their 
Voracious  Appetites  be  but  satisfied. 

I  would  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  of  their  Admirers  Instance  but  one 
good  thing  the  propri'™  have  done  for  the  Country,  show  where  they 
have  perfornvd  any  of  the  Many  promises  they  have  made  in  their 
Consessions  &  by  their  Gover" — what  trust,  what  faith  is  there,  in 
them,  what  truth  in  their  Letters  where  is  their  Integrity,  Justice, 
Honesty  &  fair  Dealing  with  the  County.  Instance  you  that  can 
for  I  cannot. 

Now  after  all  shall  we  Lye  in  the  Ditch  and  Cry  help  Lord.  There 
is  a  fable  in  JSsops  of  a  Country  Man  that  had  Cart  Mired  and 
prayed  to  Jubiter  for  help,  Jubiter  being  Easily  Entreated  bid  the 
23 
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Swaine  put  his  Back  to  the  wheels,  and  Immediately  his  Oxen  be- 
ing sent  forward  drew  his  Cart  out  of  the  mire,  We  are  in  the 
Swaine's  Case  Deeply  in  the  Mire  and  a  heavy  Load  upon  our  Backs, 
and  we  pray  and  pray  and  pray  again,  we  are  never  like  to  gett  out 
Except  we  pay  as  well  as  pray,  we  must  all  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheels  or  twont  do.  The  poet  is  much  in  the  right  when  he  says 

We  to  our  selves  are  Gods,  they  thrive  who  dare. 
And  forbear  is  a  too l  to  Sloughfull  prayer. 

My  Zeal  for  the  cause  I  fear  has  made  me  tire  your  patience.  I 
shall  conclude  by  telling  you  I  believe  Mr.  Nichols"  will  be  the  fittest 
man  to  serve  you.  If  he  declines  it  as  I  hope  he  will  not,  if  you 
will  Except  my  service  I  will  do  my  endeavour  to  serve  you  to 
Effect,  and  will  raise  two  hundred  pounds  to  help  bear  my  Expenses. 
But  whatever  you  do  Gett  Mr.  Nichols  and  let  not  a  small  sum  part 
you  from  him,  and  so  I  profess  myself  to  be  gentlemen 

A  Zealout  to  your  true  Interest  and 
Your  most  Humble  Servant, 

LEWIS  MORRIS. 

A   Copy   taken   Signed 
SAMUELL  WHITEHEAD. 

A  Copy  of  Do  taken, 

By  HUGH  HARTSHORNS. 

Endorsed  "A  Copy  of  Coll.  Morris's  Letter  to  Elizabeth-town." 


1  So  in  copy. 

2  Presumed  to  be  William  Nichols  of  New  York,  who  had  been  engaged  as 
Council  in  the  case  of  Jeffrey  Jones  vs.  Fuilerton  on  an  appeal  to  the  King  in 
Council  1696-7.     See  N.  J.  Hist.  Soc.  Proceedings,  2d  series,  vol.  1,  page  175. 
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COLONEL  PHILIP  JOHNSON, 

BY 
ADJUTANT  GENERAL  WM.  S.  STRYKER. 

READ    BEFORE    THE    SOCIETY   JANUARY    18TH,    1877. 


One  of  the  first  New  Jersey  officers  who  gave  his  life  for  the 
liberties  of  his  country  in  the  war  of  independence  was  Colonel 
Philip  Johnson,  of  Hunterdon  County.  His  father  was  Samuel 
Johnson,  who  held  a  commission  as  magistrate,  in  that  part  of  the 
colony,  for  more  than  thirty  years  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Revolutionary  War.  His  mother  was  of  French  descent,  her 
maiden  name  being  Mary  Casie'r.  Judge  Johnson  erected  a  stone 
dwelling  at  Sidney,  massive  in  size  and  appearance,  very  strongly 
built,  and  it  was  regarded  as  a  kind  of  rendezvous  for  all  the  neigh- 
borhood in  case  of  an  Indian  invasion,  a  place  suitable  in  every  par- 
ticular for  refuge  and  defence.  In  the  spacious  rooms  of  this  dwell- 
ing he  was  accustomed  to  hold  his  court  and  administer  justice  to  the 
people  of  that  section,  of  what  is  now  Hunterdon  and  Warren 
Counties.  As  may  be  supposed  he  was  possessed  of  large  wealth, 
and  this  he  dispensed  freely  in  charity,  and  in  the  cause  of  religion. 
He  was  during  his  life  one  of  the  strongest  supporters  of  the  well 
known  Bethlehem  Church.  Judge  Johnson  had  seven  children  older 
than  Philip,  by  his  first  wife  Sarah  Oakley,  formerly  a  resident  of 
Trenton.  She  died  on  the  first  of  June,  1 739,  and  he  married  again, 
as  stated,  the  following  year.  Philip  Johnson  was  born  at  Sidney, 
August  27th,  1741.  In  the  year  1755  he  entered  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  but  after  a  few  months  spent  there  he  abandoned  his 
studies  for  a  military  life,  and  connected  himself  with  the  New  Jer- 
sey Battalion,  in  the  French  War.  For  several  years  thereafter  he 
saw  much  active  service,  and  gained  some  reputation  as  a  brave 
soldier.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a  very  handsome  man,  very  tall,  of 
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great  physical  strength,  and  of  great  personal  courage.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Rachel  Martin,  a  connection  of  the  South  Carolina  family 
of  that  name.  They  had  three  children,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Elizabeth. 
The  eldest,  Mary,  married  Joseph  Scudder,  of  Monmouth  County,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  distinguished  missionary  family  of  that 
name.  When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  was  ready  with 
patriotic  zeal  to  fight  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  from  British 
rule.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1776,  the  Continental  Congress  resolved 
that  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  thirty-three 
hundred  men  to  re-inforce  the  army  at  New  York.  Under  this  call 
for  troops  five  battalions  were  organized,  and  brigaded  under  Briga- 
dier General  Nathaniel  Heard.  Stephen  Hunt  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  one  of  these  battalions,  consisting  of  three  companies  from 
Somerset  County,  and  five  companies  from  Hunterdon  County,  and 
Philip  Johnson  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  same,  June  14th, 
1776.  On  the  12th  of  July  Colonel  Hunt  resigned  on  account  of 
disability,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Johnson  was  promoted  Colonel, 
August  1st,  1776.  Colonel  Johnson  commanded  his  battalion  of 
twenty-two  officers  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  enlisted  men  for 
only  about  three  weeks,  in  the  month  of  August,  when  he  was  ordered 
with  Major  General  John  Sullivan's  division,  to  the  field  on  which 
was  fought  the  terrible  battle  of  Long  Island.  Here  he  did  good 
service  for  liberty's  cause,  resisting  on  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
line  the  fierce  assault  of  Colonel  Dorp's  battalions  of  Hessian  yagers, 
riflemen  and  grenadiers  at  the  redoubt  at  Flatbush  Pass,  until  the 
fatal  bullet  started  his  life-blood.  On  his  very  birth-day,  August 
27th,  1776,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  gave  his  life  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  America.  In  the  manuscripts  of  General  Jeremiah  Johnson 
we  find  the  following  mention  of  this  soldier :  "  In  the  action  of  Long 
Island,  Colonel  Johnson  'of  General  Sullivan's  division,  behaved  with 
remarkable  intrepidity  and  heroism.  By  the  well  directed  fire  of 
hjs  regiment  the  enemy  were  several  times  repulsed,  and  lines  were 
made  through  them,  till  he  received  a  ball  in  his  breast  which  put 
au  end  to  the  life  of  as  gallant  an  officer  as,  ever  commanded  a  bat- 
talion." General  Sullivan  who  was  riding  near  him  when  he  was 
killed,  said  of  him,  "  No  officer  could  have  behaved  with  greater  firm- 
ness and  bravery  throughout  the  action  than  Colonel  Johnson."  The 
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manuscript  referred  to  closes  the  allusion  to  him  with  these  words, 
"He  sacrificed  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country,  and  let  his  memory 
be  dear  to  every  American  heart,  as  long  as  the  spirit  which  led  him 
to  the  field  shall  actuate  the  sons  of  freedom." 


MEMOIR 


OF 


JOHN 


Since  the  foregoing  sketch  was  printed  it  has  been  discovered 
that  the  Colonel  signed  his  name  ''Johnston,"  although  in,  all 
the  records  it  appears  as  given  in  the  sketch. 


by  careful  study  of  her  old  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  history. 
Even  among  the  many,  who  seldom  pursue  historical  investigations 
with  vigor,  his  name  is  not  unknown  as  that  of  a  man  of  high  cul 
ture,  and  unimpeached  integrity  of  character.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
history  has  recorded  but  little  respecting  him,  and  aside  from  meagre 
outlines  preserved  in  books,  one  searches  in  vain  for  any  well  au- 
thenticated tradition  or  anecdote  connected  with  his  career. 

John  DeHart  was  born  in  the  year  1729,  at  Elizabethtown,  New 
Jersey.  His  birth-place  remains  to  this  day  scarcely  altered,  a  ven- 
erated land  mark  ;  quaint,  almost  prosaic,  in  spite  of  its  associations. 

His  boyhood  and  youth  were  uneventful.  He  began  active  life 
as  a  lawyer  in  early  manhood.  His  abilities  in  this  exalted  field 
soon  became  recognized,  and  several  years  of  successful  practice  fol- 
lowed. The  time  however  ere  long  arrived  when  the  lawyer  lost 
his  identity  in  the  Patriot. 

The  passage  of  the  famous  Stamp  Act  in  1764  excited  the  utmost 
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great  physical  strength,  and  of  great  personal  courage.  His  wife 
was  a  Miss  Rachel  Martin,  a  connection  of  the  South  Carolina  family 
of  that  name.  They  had  three  children,  Mary,  Rachel  and  Elizabeth. 
The  eldest,  Mary,  married  Joseph  Scudder,  of  Monmouth  County,  and 
she  became  the  mother  of  the  distinguished  missionary  family  of  that 
name.  When  the  Revolutionary  War  broke  out  he  was  ready  with 
patriotic  zeal  to  fight  for  the  freedom  of  his  country  from  British 
rule.  On  the  3d  of  June,  1776,  the  Continental  Congress  resolved 
that  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  be  requested  to  furnish  thirty-three 
hundred  men  to  re-inforce  the  army  at  New  York.  Under  this  call 
for  troops  five  battalions  were  organized,  and  brigaded  under  Briga- 
dier General  Nathaniel  Heard.  Stephen  Hunt  was  commissioned 
Colonel  of  one  of  these  battalions,  consisting  of  three  companies  from 


was  fought  the  terrible  battle  of  Long  Island.  Here  he  did  good 
service  for  liberty's  cause,  resisting  on  the  right  and  centre  of  the 
line  the  fierce  assault  of  Colonel  Dorp's  battalions  of  Hessian  yagers, 
riflemen  and  grenadiers  at  the  redoubt  at  Flatbush  Pass,  until  the 
fatal  bullet  started  his  life-blood.  On  his  very  birth-day,  August 
27th,  1776,  thirty-five  years  of  age,  he  gave  his  life  for  the  indepen- 
dence of  America.  In  the  manuscripts  of  General  Jeremiah  Johnson 
we  find  the  following  mention  of  this  soldier :  "  In  the  action  of  Long 
Island,  Colonel  Johnson  'of  General  Sullivan's  division,  behaved  with 
remarkable  intrepidity  and  heroism.  By  the  well  directed  fire  of 
hjs  regiment  the  enemy  were  several  times  repulsed,  and  lines  were 
made  through  them,  till  he  received  a  ball  in  his  breast  which  put 
an  end  to  the  life  of  as  gallant  an  officer  as%  ever  commanded  a  bat- 
talion." General  Sullivan  who  was  riding  near  him  when  he  was 
killed,  said  of  him,  "  No  officer  could  have  behaved  with  greater  firm- 
ness and  bravery  throughout  the  action  than  Colonel  Johnson."  The 
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manuscript  referred  to  closes  the  allusion  to  him  with  these  words, 
"  He  sacrificed  his  life  in  defence  of  his  country,  and  let  his  memory 
be  dear  to  every  American  heart,  as  long  as  the  spirit  which  led  him 
to  the  field  shall  actuate  the  sons  of  freedom." 


MEMOIR 

OF 

JOHN  DE  HART, 

BY  B!   W.  THROCKMORTON. 
READ  BEFOP.E  THE  SOCIETY,  JANUARY  18TH,   1877. 


The  name  and  reputation  of  John  DeHart  is  familiar  among  edu- 
cated Jersey  men,  whose  pride  in  their  native  state  is  justly  stimulated 
by  careful  study  of  her  old  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  history. 
Even  among  the  many,  who  seldom  pursue  historical  investigations 
with  vigor,  his  name  is  not  unknown  as  that  of  a  man  of  high  cul 
ture,  and  unimpeached  integrity  of  character.  Yet,  strange  to  say, 
history  has  recorded  but  little  respecting  him,  and  aside  from  meagre 
outlines  preserved  in  books,  one  searches  in  vain  for  any  well  au- 
thenticated tradition  or  anecdote  connected  with  his  career. 

John  DeHart  was  born  in  the  year  1729,  at  Elizabethtown,  New 
Jersey.  His  birth-place  remains  to  this  day  scarcely  altered,  a  ven- 
erated land  mark  ;  quaint,  almost  prosaic,  in  spite  of  its  associations. 

His  boyhood  and  youth  were  uneventful.  He  began  active  life 
as  a  lawyer  in  early  manhood.  His  abilities  in  this  exalted  field 
soon  became  recognized,  and  several  years  of  successful  practice  fol- 
lowed. The  time  however  ere  long  arrived  when  the  lawyer  lost 
his  identity  in  the  Patriot. 

The  passage  of  the  famous  Stamp  Act  in  1764  excited  the  utmost 
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indignation  in  all  the  Colonies.  None  felt  it  more  keenly  than  New 
Jersey.  To  her  lawyers  belong  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first 
to  adopt  measures  for  a  systematic  opposition  to  the  use  of  Stamps.1 
During  the  September  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  at  Amboy 
in  1765,  a  meeting  of  the  bar  was  held.  After  full  and  earnest  dis- 
cussion a  unanimous  agreement  was  reached  that  they  would  not 
consent  to  use  the  stamps  under  any  circumstances,  for  any  pur- 
pose whatever. 

The  effect  of  this  resolution  if  carried  out  could  easily  be  foreseen. 
It  would  put  a  stop  to  all  legal  transactions  Yet  the  responsibility 
of  advocating  and  sustaining  the  measure,  and  the  loss  and  incon- 
venience that  followed,  were  cheerfully  borne  by  the  patriot  DeHart. 

Ten  years  rolled  on  with  their  varying  events,  when  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain  excited  the  passionate  opposition  of  the  Colonists  by 
the  passage  of  the  Boston  Port  Bill,  and  the  act  for  raising  a  revenue 
in  America  without  granting  the  colonies  representation.  A  flame  of 
wrathful  indignation  swept  over  the  land  like  fire  driven  by  the 
wind  across  the  prairie.  Its  scorching  breath  aroused  the  people  of 
New  Jersey.  Meetings  were  held  in  every  part  of  the  Province.  A 
call  signed  jointly  by  John  DeHart  and  Isaac  Ogden,  was  issued 
June  7th,  1774,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Essex  County,  notifying 
them  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  llth  inst,  to  "  consult  and  deliberate 
and  firmly  resolve  upon  the  most  prudent  and  salutary  measures  to 
secure  and  maintain  the  constitutional  right  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
in  America." 

The  meeting  designated  in  the  call  was  duly  held,  and  the  feelings 
of  the  assemblage  found  expression  in  a  series  of  emphatic  resolu- 
tions, recommending  among  other  important  things,  "  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  other  counties  in  the  Province  to  convene  them- 
selves together,  *  *  *  particularly  *  *  *  in  order  to 
nominate  and  appoint  deputies  to  represent  this  Province  in  general 
Congress." 

John  DeHart  was  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  Committee  of 
nine,  unanimously  chosen  to  carry  these  resolutions  into  effect. 

On  the  21st  of  July,  1774,  the  general  convention  of  the  Province 

'Field's  Provincial  Courts  of  N.  J. 
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met  in  New  Brunswick,  and  continued  in  session  three  days.  "  Its 
assembling  was  the  first  organized  act  of  Revolution  by  the  patriots  of 
New  Jersey."1  The  resolutions  adopted  without  dissent,  indeed 
with  a  surprising  unanimity  of  sentiment,  are  models  of  clearness 
and  patriotic  determination,  and  redown  to  the  credit  of  the  repre 
sentatiTe  body  of  men  who  framed  and  endorsed  them.  Among  the 
five  delegates  selected  by  this  convention  to  represent  New  Jersey 
in  the  first  Continental  Congress,  we  find  the  name  of  John  DeHart. 

The  people  of  the  Province  kept  strict  watch  over  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  Congress  ;  frequently  holding  meetings  and  publicly  de- 
bating upon  the  conduct  of  her  representatives,  in  connection  with 
the  general  state  of  the  country.  That  the  course  of  John  DeHart, 
in  the  Congress  of  1774,  was  satisfactory  to  his  constituents  and  the 
people  of  the  Province  at  large,  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  held  at  Perth  Amboy,  January  24th,  1775,  unani- 
mously re-elected  him  to  that  body. 

Prior  to  this  time  DeHart  had  acted  as  a  member  of  the  important 
"Committee  of  Correspondence  "  in  Essex  County,  to  which  honora- 
ble position  he  was  again  unanimously  chosen  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Freeholders  of  Elizabeth-town,  held  December  6th,  1774. 

The  Congress  of  1775  will  ever  be  memorable.  In  all  its  early 
important  deliberations  John  DeHart  took  part.  He  signed  with 
forty-eight  other  members  the  petition  to  the  King,  dated  September 
1st,  praying  his  majesty  to  adopt  measures  of  conciliation  toward  the 
Provinces ;  but  on  the  13th  of  November  following,  he  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey,  in  which 
he  requested  that  another  might  be  appointed  to  attend  the  Continental 
Congress  in  his  stead,  urging  as  a  reason  "the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  his  family."  On  November  22d,  the  Assembly  resolved, 
that  the  reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  DeHart  were  "satisfactory,"  and 
accepted  his  resignation. 

By  his  earnest  and  exemplary  life,  and  patriotic  course,  he  retained 
his  hold  upon  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  on  February  14th, 
1776,  was  again  unanimously  elected  to  the  Continental  Congress  by 

1  Sketch  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  N.  J.  1775  (C.  D.  Deshler). 
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the  Assembly  of  the  Province.  He  resigned  from  that  body 
June  13th. 

It  has  been  supposed  by  some  that  DeHart,  with  the  rest  of  the 
New  Jersey  delegation  in  Congress  at  this  time,  was  willing  to  avoid 
the  responsibility  of  a  direct  decision  upon  the  momentous  question 
of  the  independence  of  the  Colonies.1  But  whatever  his  motives 
for  resigning,  there  is  no*  doubt  that  they  were  not  only  reasonable, 
but  high-minded  ;  and  that  he  lost  nothing  of  the  lofty  esteem  in 
which  he  had  been  held  in  his  native  Province,  his  unanimous  elec- 
ton,  at  a  joint  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  September  5th,  1776,  to 
be  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey,  bears  ample  testimony.  It  also 
evinces  the  estimation  in  which  his  learning  and  abilities  as  a  lawyer 
were  regarded. 

For  some  reasons,  which  have  never  been  ascertained,  although 
DeHart  accepted  the  appointment  in  a  letter  in  which  he  gratefully 
acknowledged  the  the  high  honor  conferred  upon  him,  he  subse- 
quently refused  to  qualify  for  the  office,  and  Robert  Morris  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  stead. 

From  this  time  onward,  he  doubtless  devoted  himself  mainly  to 
his  profession,  and  won  thereby  additional  distinction  and  wealth  : 
Still  throughout  his  remaining  years,  in  all  matters  affecting  the  public 
interests,  he  was  an  active  participant.  He  was  especially  energetic 
in  promoting  the  causes  of  education  and  religion. 

The  Borough  of  Elizabeth,  by  act  of  Legislature,  received  Novem- 
ber 28th,  1789,  a  new  charter.  DeHart  was  elected  the  first  Mayor, 
and  continued  to  hold  that  office  until  his  death,  June  1st,  1795,  in 
in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age. 

Thus  ended  the  career  of  a  man  whose  life,  as  recorded,  contains 
no  line  of  reproach.  Of  vigorous  intellect,  of  powerful  will,  and  fer- 
vent, patriotic  impulses,  he  subjected  all  to  a  remarkable  conserva- 
tion that  yielded  to  nothing  save  a  paramount  sense  of  duty.  Dis- 
tinguished for  his  learning  and  culture  both  in  and  out  of  his  profes- 
sion ;  his  whole  life  devoted  to  the  service  of  his  country,  his  state, 
his  church,  the  cause  of  education,  and  his  fellow-men  ;  the  recipient 
of  high  honors ;  acquitting  himself  with  sternest  integrity  in  every 

1  Mulford's  Hist,  of  N.  J.,  p.  325 :  Gordon's  N.  J.,  p.  201. 
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position  of  important  public  trust  to  which  he  was  called  :  and  dying 
while  Mayor  of  the  town  in  which  he  was  born  and  had  lived  for 
sixty -seven  years  ;  his  death  is  chronicled  in  "The  New  Jersey 
Journal/''  published  at  Elizabeth-town,  June  3d,  1795,  in  these 
words,  without  another  line  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  "  Died  on 
Monday,  John  DeHart.  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  Elizabeth." 

His  remains  lies  buried  in  the  shadow  of  the  venerable  St.  John's 
Church,  at  Elizabeth,  of  which  he  was  a  member  and  officer  from  the 
time  it  received  its  charter,  July  20th,  1762,  until  his  decease,  be- 
neath an  unpretending  granite  slab,  on  which  is  engraven  : 

In  memory  of 

John  DeHart,  Esquire. 

Counsellor  at  Law  and  Mayor 

of  this  Borough, 
Who  departed  this  life,  June  1st,  1795, 

Aged  LXVI  years. 
His  worth  in  private  life  was 

truly  great; 
Nor  will  his  public  virtues 

be  forgotten ; 
His  name  being  recorded  on  the  list  of 

Chosen  Patriots. 

Who  composed  the  memorable  Congress 
of  1775. 
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SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF 

RICHARD    STOCKTON, 

ONE  OF  THE  SIGNERS  OF  THE  DECLARATION  OF 
INDEPENDENCE   FROM  NEW  JERSEY, 

BY  W.   A.   WHITEHEAD, 

READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW  JERSEY  SOCIETY,  JANUARY  18TH,  1877. 


*„.*  On  the  presentation  of  this  paper  Mr.  Whitehead  submitted  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  members,  the  Original  Minutes  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  Jersey  containing  the  following  entry  under  date  of  Saturday,  June  22d, 
17*76,  3  P.  M. :  . 

"  The  Congress  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  Delegates,  to  represent  this 
Colony  in  Continental  Congress,  when  Richard  Stockton,  Abraham  Clarke,  John 
Hart,  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esq'rs  &  Doct'r  John  "Witherspoon  were  elected  by 
Ballot  to  serve  for  one  Year  unless  a  new  Appointment  be  made  before  that 
Time. 

"  Resolved,1  That  the  Following  Instructions  be  given  to  the  Delegates  elected 
as  aforesaid,  viz.' : 

"  To  Richard  Stockton,  Abraham  Clarke,  John  Hart  &  Francis  Hopkinson, 
Esq'"  &  the  Reverend  Doc'r  John  Witherspoon  Delegates  appointed  to  repre- 
sent the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  in  Continental  Congress. — 

The  Congress  empower  &  direct  you  in  Name  of  this2  Colony  to  Join  with 
the  Delegates  of  the  Other  Colonies  in  Continental  Congress  in  the  Most  Vigorus 
Measures  for  Supporting  the  Just  rights  and  Liberties  of  America,  and  if  you 
shall  Judge  it  necessary  or  Expedient  for  this  purpose  We  Impower  you  to 
Join  with  them  In  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Brittain 

1  Here  the  hand  writing  is  changed  from  that  of  William  Paterson  the  Secretary. 

"Here  it  changes  again  to,  probably,  that  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
whose  name  does  not  appear. 
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entring  into  a  Confederacy  for  Union  and  Common  Defence  making  Treaties 
with  foreign  Nations  for  Commerce  and  Assistance  and  to  Take  such  Other 
Measures  as  may  Appear  to  them  and  you  '  Necessary  for  the  great  ends  promis- 
ing to  support  them  with  the  whole  force  Of  this  Province.  Always  Observing 
that  whatever  plan  of  Confederacy  you  enter  into  the  regulating  the  internal 
police  of  this  Province  is  to  be  reserved  to  the  Colony  Legislature." 

RICHARD  STOCKTON  was  born  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  Octo- 
ber 1st,  1730,  his  ancestors  having  been  identified  with  that  locality 
for  half  a  century.  After  acquiring  the  rudiments  of  his  education 
in  the  place  of  his  birth,  he  was  placed  at  an  academy  in  Maryland, 
then  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Finley,  D.D.,  subse- 
quently President  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  and  finished  his 
collegiate  course  at  that  college,  then  located  in  Newark,  under 
President  Burr ;  taking  the  first  honors  at  the  first  Annual  Commence- 
ment of  that  institution,  in  1748;  thus  manifesting  his  eminent  men- 
tal abilities  at  the  early  age  of  eighteen. 

Having  decided  to  adopt  the  legal  profession,  he  entered  upon  his 
studies  under  the  supervision  of  David  Ogden  of  Newark,  at  that 
time  one  of  the  most  prominent  lawyers  in  the  Province.  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1754,  and  attained  to  the  grade  of  Counsellor  in 
1758.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  Law  at  Princeton,  and  soon 
attained  such  celebrity  as  to  be  frequently  selected  to  conduct  im- 
portant cases  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1763  he  received  the  degree  of 
Sergeant-at-Law.  Three  years  thereafter  he  sailed  for  England, 
where  his  intellectual  acquirements,  his  professional  and  personal 
character,  and  the  possession  of  a  competent  fortune,  gave  him  ad- 
mission to  the  most  eminent  and  refined  circles.  This  visit  occurring 
just  after  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act,  he  was  made  the  bearer  of  an 
address  to  the  King  from  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
acknowledging  the  favor  the  colonies  had  thus  received,  which  he  de- 
livered in  person  to  George  III ;  and  frequent  occasions  were  afforded 
and  improved  by  him  to  express  to  the  distinguished  men  with  whom 
he  was  brought  in  contact,  his  opinions  of  the  policy  most  likely  to 
succeed  in  keeping  the  colonists  united  to  the  Crown  ;  declaring  his 
belief  that  they  would  never  submit  to  taxation  by  a  British  parlia- 

i  Here  is  erased  in  the  original,  the  worda  "  upon  the  Best  Information." 
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ment.     Thus  anticipating  the  brilliant  part  he  subsequently  took  in 
declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent  States. 

Mr.  Stockton  also  visited  Ireland  and  Scotland,  performing  in  the 
latter  country  an  acceptable  service  to  the  College  of  New  Jersey 
and  to  the  country  at  large,  by  overcoming  the  objections  of  Dr. 
Witherspoon  to  accepting  the  Presidency  of  the  college,  to  which  he 
had  been  elected,  and  for  a  time  declined ;  little  anticipating  that  by 
so  doing,  he  was  securing  a  most  worthy  associate  and  influential 
colleague  in  the  momentous  services  he  was  to  render  his  country. 

His  return  to  America  in  1767  was  the  prelude  to  further  eleva- 
tion in  his  political  and  professional  career.  In  August,  1768,  he 
was  recommended  by  Gov.  Franklin  to  the  Crown,  for  a  position  in 
the  Provincial  Council,  and  was  appointed  thereto  on  the  2d  of  Nov- 
ember following.  During  the  existence  of  that  body  his  legal  attain- 
ments rendered  him  a  very  influential  member.  In  1774  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Province, 
and  for  sometime  had  for  an  associate  his  old  legal  preceptor  David 
Ogden. 

There  were  only  two  members  of  the  Council  besides  himself—- 
Lord Stirling  and  John  Stevens — who,  by  their  acts  and  influence, 
openly  evinced  their  allegiance  to  the  Colonial  cause.  Lord  Stirling, 
in  September,  1775,  accepted  a  commission  in  the  Continental 
Army  and  was  suspended,  but  Mr.  Stockton  and  Mr.  Stevens  con- 
tinued members  as  long  as  the  Council  existed,  the  arrest  of  Gov. 
Franklin  on  the  17th  of  June,  1776,  putting  an  end  to  all  pretences  of 
government  under  British  authority. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1776,  he  was  elected  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress a  Representative  of  New  Jersey  in  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  soon  after  took  his  seat  therein.  The  precise  day  is  unknown, 
but  it  was  some  time  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  Inde- 
pendence, and  towards  the  close  of  the  debate  thereon  he  made  a 
brief  speech  in  its  favor,  in  full  accord  with  the  instructions  he  and 
Ms  colleagues  had  received,  to  concur  with  the  other  representatives 
in  declaring  the  United  Colonies  independent  of  Great  Britain.  On 
the  30th  of  November,  the  Convention  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey — 
the  title  assumed  by  the  Provincial  Congress  on  the  18th  of  July — 
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confirmed  his  appointment  and  reflected  him  as  a  Representative 
for  one  year. 

During  Mr.  Stockton's  service  in  Congress  his  abilities  were  so 
manifested  as  to  secure  the  utmost  confidence  of  his  associates  and 
the  country  at  large,  and  among  many  special  duties  assigned  to 
him  in  consequence  was  the  inspection  of  the  Northern  Army  in  the 
Autumn  of  1776,  in  conjunction  with  George  Clymer,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. He  had  just  returned  from  this  expedition  when  the  retreat 
of  Washington  through  New  Jersey,  followed  by  the  enemy,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  that  his  family  should  be  removed  to  a  more  re- 
tired and  safer  place  than  Princeton,  and  while  providing  for  their 
accommodation  in  Monmouth  County,  he  was  captured  on  the  30th  of 
November  by  a  party  of  royalists,  dragged  from  his  bed  at  midnight 
and  carried  to  New  York  by  the  -way  of  Perth  Amboy.  At  the 
latter  place  he  was  confined  in  the  common  jail  and  subjected  to 
such  ignominious  treatment  that,  in  conjunction  with  extreme  cold 
weather  and  subsequent  sufferings  in  New  York,  his  health  was  per- 
manently impaired.  Congress  on  the  3d  of  January,  1777,  directed 
Gen.  Washington  to  send  a  flag  to  Lord  Howe,  to  expostulate 
against  the  treatment  Mr.  Stockton  was  receiving,  and  he  was  soon 
thereafter  released  ;  but  the  state  of  his  health,  the  loss  of  his  prop- 
erty and  other  afflicting  dispensations,  rendered  the  remainder  of 
his  life  a  period  of  trial,  closed  only  by  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  Princeton,  February  28th,  1781. 

Mr.  Stockton's  forensic  and  literary  attainments,  and  his  personal 
character,  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  he  performed  his  official 
duties,  ever  commanded  the  highest  respect  of  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Previous  to  the  revolution,  his  ample  pecuniary 
resources  enabled  him  to  gratify  his  fondness  for  society  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner,  and  his  house  was  always  renowned  for  a  gen- 
erous hospitality.  The  lines  of  Shakspeare,  descriptive  of  Cardinal 
Wolsey,  have  been  very  rightly  used  by  one  of  his  biographers  as 
aptly  delineating  his  salient  characteristics : 

"  He  was  a  scholar,  and  a  ripe  and  good  one, 
Exceeding  wise,  fair-spoken  and  persuading, 
Lofty  and  stern  to  them  that  loved  him  not, 
But  to  those  who  sought  him,  sweet  as  Summer." 
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His  manners,  dignified  yet  simple,  were  in  keeping  with  his  stalwart 
form,  which  was  nearly  six  feet  high.  As  a  speaker  he  was  at  all 
times  remarkable  for  his  solidity  and  perspicuity,  and  as  a  Lawyer 
and  Judge  secured  by  his  opinions  and  decisions  a  conspicuous 
eminence  among  the  most  distinguished  legal  minds  of  his  day.  It 
is  said  of  him  that  he  would  never  engage  in  any  cause  that  he 
knew  to  be  unjust,  and  was  always  ready  to  defend  the  helpless  and 
oppressed ;  in  these  respects  exhibiting  the  characteristics  of  that 
Christianity,  in  which,  in  his  last  Will,  he  announced  himself  to  be 
a  firm  believer;  in  beautiful  language  recommending  it  to  his  chil- 
dren, concluding  with  a  fervent  injunction,  prompted  by  the  fulness 
of  a  father's  aifection,  "  to  remember  that  the  fear  of  God  is  the 
beginning  of  Wisdom." 


INDEX 


Abeel,  D.D.,  Gustavus,  Donation  from, 

157. 
Adams,  Fred'k,  Explanation  of  Amara 

Hill,  54. 

Aikman,  Robert.  Donation  from,  177. 
Albricht,  Gustave.  Donation  from,  140 
Allinson,  Samuel.  50,  Donation  from,  9 

Paper  on  New  Jersey  Indians,  read 

by,  31. 

Allentown,  Origin  of  name,  19. 
Alofsen,  Solomon.  Notice  of  death,  168. 
American  Antiquarian  Society.  15,  65, 

144,  159,  Donations  from.  163. 
Numismatic  Society.    Dona- 
tion from.  143. 
Philosophical  Society,  120. 

Donations  from,  16,  65,  147,  179. 
Andre,  Memento  of  Major,  27. 
Angleman,  Lafayette,  163. 
Ashmead,  H.  G.    120. 
Astor  Library,  Donation  from,  161. 
Aycrig,  B.  50,  163.  Donation  from  63. 

B 

Baldwin,  0.  S.    120,  141,  163,  181. 

Baldwin,  Cornelius  C.     120. 

Banta,  D.D.,     Donation  from,  160. 

Barnegat :   Origin  of  name,  20. 

Barlow,  S.  T.  M.     Donation  from,  139. 

Barren.  John  C.     120. 

Thomas.  Legacy  left  by,  121. 

notice  of,  121. 

Bates,  W.  G.     Donation  from,  142. 

Bayes,  T.  B.     Donations  from,  63. 

Beach,  W.  F.     163. 

Bergen,  Teunis  B.  Donation  from,  160. 

Black,  Joseph.  Donations  from  66, 140. 

Blane.   John.  Donations  from.  142. 

Boston  Public  Literary,  120.  Dona- 
tion, from  14. 

Bowne,  Hugh  H.  Donation  from,  55. 

Briggs,  Samuel.     163. 

Bradlee,  C.  D.  163,  Donations  from, 
66.  176. 

Bradley,  Joseph  P.  Memoir  of  Hoa 
Wm.  L.  Dayton,  56,  69,  thanks  to 
56.  Donation  from,  140 

Brazilian  Centennial  Commission. 
Donations  from,  178. 


Brock,  R.  A.  154,  Donations  from. 
162,  178. 

Brooklyn  Mercantile  Library.  Dona- 
tion from,  144. 

Brown  A.  H.  154,  Donation  from, 
162,  offers  resolution,  174. 

Brown,  Henry  A.  Donation  from,  64. 
j  Browne.  Henry  H.  120.  Donation 
from,  140. 

Bruen,  George  H.     Donation  from,  63. 

Bruen,  James  M.     Donation  from,  55. 

Bruce,  S.  C.     5 it. 

Buchanan,  J.     10,  129,  170,  173. 

Buck,  Wm.  J.     Donation  from,  160. 

Bunnell,  Thos.  G.     1 20. 

Burnett.  Kate  L.     Donation  from,  141. 

By-laws,  amended.     128. 


Campfield,  Robert  B.     131. 

Carhart,  E.     153. 

Carter  James  J.  Donations  from,  160 

Catlin,  George  H.     120. 

Centennial   Exhibition.     Contributions 

to  1 54,  1 64. 

Chambers,  H.  A.     Donation  from  142. 
Chicago   Public    Library.      Donation, 

from  179. 

Chingarora.  Origin  of  name,  22. 
Cheswell  and  Wurtz.     120. 
Cinnaminson.     Origin  of  name,  23. 
Clark,  John  S.     120. 
Clarke,   Robert.     Donations  from,  17, 

66,  159,  179 
Clement,  John.  50,  119,  125,  153,  163, 

164. 
Clinton,  DeWitt.    Letter  from,  to  John 

N.  Simpson,  60. 

Coe,  Ernest  E.     Donation  from,  156. 
Colfax,  Gen'l  William.  Memoir  of,  131, 

read  by  Wm.  Nelson.  145. 
Colts,  Neck.     Origin  of  name,  19. 
Congar,   Henry.     Donations  from,   63 

157,  180. 

Conner,  P.  J.  P.      Donation  from,  177. 
Constitution.     Amendment  of,  8. 
Committee  on  Statistics,  to  appply  to 

Legislature.    9. 
Committees.  1875-7,  8, 1876-129,  1877- 

178. 


200 


INDEX. 


Craft,  David.  163,  Donation  from,  177. 
Cox,  E.  T.     Donation  from,  140. 
Cudmore,  P.  163,  Donations  from,  16, 
176,  180. 

D 

Darcy,  Henry  G.     Donation  from,  15. 
Davenport,  B.  F.     163. 
Dawson,  C:  C.  120,  Donation  from,  142. 
Day.    Mrs.    Matthias    W.    Donations 

from,  referred  to,  154. 

Miss    Henrietta    A.      163, 

Donation  from,  178. 
Dayton.  William  L.     Memoir  of,  by  J. 

P.  Bradley,  69. 

Dean,  John  Ward.  Donations  from  15. 
DeHart,  John.     Memoir  of.  by  B.  W. 

Throckmorton,  189. 
Delaware  Historical  Society.  Donation 

from,  159. 

State  of.  120,  154. 

Dennis,  Martin  R.  Offers  resolution  on 

death  of  D.  A.  Hayes,  131. 
Dennis,  M.D.,  F.  S.  Donation  from,  160. 
DePeyster,   Gen  J.  W.     49,  120,  154, 

Donations  from  18,  142,  160. 
De Veuve,  Printiss.     131. 
DeVoe,  Thomas   F.     Donations   from 

66,  142,  176. 
Document  found  in  State  House  Cellar, 

136. 
Dodge,  Wm.  Foster.     Donations  from, 

16,  162. 
Donations,   announced  Jan.   21,    1875, 

12,  May  20,  1875,  63,  Jan.  20,  1876, 

133,    May  18,    1876,    159,   Jan.    18, 

1877,  176. 

Dover,  Origin  of  name,  21. 
Drake,  Samuel  G.    Donations  from,  16. 
Dubbs,  John  H.    Donation  from,  64. 
Duryee,  Peter  S.    9,  153,  157,  163. 

William  R.    Donation  from, 

179. 


B 


Eaton  town.     Origin  of  name,  20. 
Elmer,  Dr.  H.  W.     1. 
Emlen  Institution.    Donation  from,  62. 
Essex   Institute.     Donations  from.  12. 
66,  143.  179, 

F 

Frelinghuysen,  F.  T.  Donations,  from, 
63,  179. 

Freese,  J.  R.  129,  130,  oflFers  resolu- 
tion on  County  histories,  130,  Dona- 
tions from,  140. 


Garrison,  W.  P.     Donations  from,   64, 

161. 
Georgia  Historical  Society.    Donations 

from,  157,  179. 
Gibbs,  J.  H.     140. 

Gifford,  John  A.    Donations  from,  161. 
Grand  Lodge,  of  N.  J.  Donations  from, 

63,  141,  178,  180. 
Grant,  James.     119. 
Graves,  Henry  M.    Donation  from,  55. 
Gray.  Mrs.  Charles  T.  Donation  from, 

143. 

Gray,  Mrs.  Robert.  Donation  from,  161. 
Green,  S.  A,    Donations  from,  12.  65, 

140,  161.  176,  177. 

Henry  W.  49, 119,  Letters  from, 

57,  134,  notice  of  death,  165. 
Grummon,    William.     Donation   from. 

181. 
Grummond.  Mrs.  Wm.  Donation  from, 

162. 

H 

Hageman,  John  F.  164,  170,  Remarks 
on  Centennial  Celebration  at  Prince- 
ton, 130,  Reads  a  paper  on  Princeton, 
174. 

Hall,  D.D.,  John.     Donation  from,  8. 

Halsey,  Edmund  D.  Donations  from, 
161.  178. 

Hardenbergh,  A.  A.     153. 

Hamill,  D.D.,  Samuel  M.  1,  49,  119, 
131,  153,  163,  169,  Reads  a  paper 
Lawrenceville,  167. 

Hart,  Charles  H.  1,  50,  163,  Dona- 
tions from,  17,  181. 

Harvard  College.  Donations  from,  63, 
142. 

Hayes,  David  A.  10,  Death  announced, 
124,  Resolution  referring  to,  131. 

Haven,  C.  C.  Death  of,  announced,  3. 

Herrick,  Edward,  153. 

Hickey,  M.D.,  D.  C.  1,  Donation  from, 
17. 

Hill,  D.D.,  Geo.  M.  Donations  from, 
176,  177. 

Hone,  John.     49,  Donation  from,  64. 

Hood,  Samuel.     120. 

Hough,  Joseph  W.     1. 

Howell.  Monmouth  Co.  Origin  of 
name,  21. 

Hoyt,  Albert  H.  Donation  from,  140. 

Hubbard,  C.  J.    163. 

Hubbell,  Mrs.  A.  G.     49. 

Hudson  Co.  Bar  Association.  Dona- 
tion from,  ]  3. 

Hussey,  Wm.  H.  Donations  from  178. 
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Iowa   Academy  of  Natural    Sciences. 
163.    Donation   from,  179. 

Grand  Lodge,  1 63,  Donations 

from,  180. 

Historical   Society.      Dona- 
tions from,  15,  65. 
Indians.  Fragmentary  History  of,  33. 


Johnson,    Col.   Philip.    Paper  on,    by 
Wm.  S.  Stryker.  187. 


Kanouse,  John  L.  Donation  from,  140. 
Keasbey,  A.  Q.  Donation  from,  66. 
Kelley,  William.     163. 
Kinney,  William  B.  49. 


Latourette,  Guy.  1,  Donation  from,  17. 

Lawrence,  James.     2. 

Leach,  David.  1,  Donation  from  64. 

Lee,  William  M.     Donation  from,  102. 

Licking  County  Association.  Dona- 
tion from,  66. 

Lilley,  Samuel.     Donations  from,  180. 

Lindsley,  M.D..  J.  Berrien.  Donation 
from,  16. 

Thomas.    Donation  from,  1 7. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society.  Dona- 
tion from,  143. 

M 

Maclean,  D.D.,  John.  Memoir  of  John 
Witherspoon,  D.D.,  by,  131,  Dona- 
tion from,  177. 

McDonald,  Angus.  Donation  from, 
180. 

Mann,  CharJes.  Donation  from,  177. 

Mandeville,  John  C.  Donation  from 
142. 

Mannahauken.  Origin  of  name,  21. 

Manasquan.  Origin  of  name,  21. 

Maryland  Historical  Society.  Donation 
from.  180. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  Do- 
nations from,  143,  180. 

Matawan.    Origin  of  name,  25. 

Mather,  F.  E.  163,  Donations  from, 
178. 

Matthews,  Aaron.  Donations  from,  63. 

Meetings:  at  Trenton,  Jan.  21,  1875, 
at  Newark,  May  21,  1875,  49,  at 
Trenton.  Jan.  20,  1876.  119,  at  New- 
ark, May  28,  1876,  at  Trenton  Jan. 
18,  1877,  163. 

26 


Members  Elected :  Jan.  21,  1875,  10- 
May,  20,  1875,  67-Jan.  20,  1876, 
132-May  28.  1876.  158-Jan.  18. 
1877,  181. 

Michigan.  State  of.  Donation  from,  196. 

Minnesota  Historical  Society.  Dona- 
tions from,  14,  159,  179. 

Academy  of  Sciences,  Dona- 
tion from,  15. 

Missouri  Historical  Society.  153,  Dona- 
tion from,  143. 

Mix,  John.    Donation  from,  64. 

Mobile  Board  of  Trade.  Donation  from. 
66. 

Mollison,  Gilbert.  Donation  from,  66. 

W.  H.    130,  Donations  from. 

141. 

Monmouth  County.  Names  in,  18. 

Morehouse,  Mr.     Donations  from,  177. 

Morris,  Lewis.  Letter  from,  to  people 
of  Elizabethtown.  1698,  182. 

Mott,  D.D.,  G.  S.  163,  173,  requested 
to  prepare  history  of  Hunterdon  Co. 
174. 

William  B.    Donation  from,  64. 


Mount  Ployden.  Explanation  respect- 
ing, 54. 

Munsell,  Joel.    Donations  from,  141. 

Murphy,  Henry  C.  163,  Donation  from. 
160. 

Murray.  Thos.  C.    163. 


X 


Navesink.  Origin  of  name.  20. 
Nelson,  William.  2,  10,  50,  53,  131, 
163,  Paper  on  Memento  of  Major 
Andre,  27,  Sketch  of  Gen'l  William 
Coif  ax,  131,  Donations  from,  140, 
177,  178,  Remarks  on  Washington's 
Life  Guards,  157. 

Newark   Aqueduct    Board.    Donation 
from,  143. 

Board   of   Trade.     Donation 

from,  14. 

Daily  Advertiser.    Donation 

from,  142. 

New  Egypt.    Origin  of  name,  21. 
New  England  Society  of  Orange.    Do- 
nations from,  143,  180. 
Hist,  and  Gen.  Society.  Do- 
nations from,   17.   65,  143. 
159,  179. 

New  Hampshire  Hist.  Society.    Dona- 
tion from.  143. 

New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society.   Do- 
nation from.  65. 

Medical  Society.     Donation 

from,  144. 
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Grand  Lodge  of.  Donations 

from,  63,  141,  178,  180. 

State  of.  Donations  from, 

66,  142. 

— '• Volunteers,  Society  of.  Do- 
nation from,  143. 

New  York  Historical  Society.  Dona- 
tions from,  143. 

: Gen.  and  Biog.  Society.  Do- 
nations from  17,  65,  143, 
159,179. 

State  Library.  154,  Donar 

tions  from,  139. 

Mercantile  Library.  Donation 

from,  179. 

Universitj-,  Regents  of.  Do- 
nation from,  16. 

Newspapers  in  Society's  Library.     5. 

Nichols.  Samuel.    Donation  from,  159. 

Niles,  Nathaniel,    120. 

Nixon,  JohnT.     168,  174. 


0 


Oakley,  M.D..  L.  W.  Donation  from, 
15. 

Ocean  County,  names  in.    20. 

Officers   Elected.     1875,   7-1876,   129. 

Ogden,  Frances  B.  Donation  from.  162, 

Miss  Gertrude.  Donation  from, 

55. 

Ohio  Hist,  and  Phil.  Society.  Dona- 
tions from,  17,  180. 


Paine,  Nathaniel.    Donation  from,  142. 
Paine,  H..  M.    Donation  from,  142. 
Palmer,  Mrs.  B.  Mulford.     163. 
Parker,  Joel.    9. 

Parvin,  Theo.  S.    Donations  from,  16. 
Paterson,  E.  T.     Donation  from,  139. 
Peck,  Aaron.    Donation  from,  176. 
Pennsylvania,  State  of.  Donation  from, 

142. 

Hist.  Society.  153,  Donations 

from,  14,  179. 

Pennington,  M.D.,  Samuel.  54,  183. 
Pennybacker,    S.    W.     154,    Donation 

from,  161. 
Perry,  D.D.,  Wm.  Stevens.  Donations 

from,  176,  177. 

Perking,  Samuel  C.     Donation  from,  65. 
Phillips,   Jr.,    Henrv.     50,    Donations 

from,  66,  162,  177. 

Pierson,  Joshua  G.    Donation  from,  56. 
Plume,  William.    Donations  from,  68. 
Potts,  Wm.  John.  Donations  from,  157. 


Price,  Mrs.    Daniel.      Donation   from, 

179. 
Preble,  U.  S.  N.,  Geo.   H.    Donation 

from,  17. 
Publishers.     Donations  from,    16,  65, 

66,  144.  162,  177. 

Q 
Quincy,  Edmund.   Donation  from,  196. 

R 

Ranney,  Joseph  A.  Donation  from  160. 
Raritan.  Origin  of  name,  22. 
Reports:  of  Corresponding  Secretary, 

1,  49,  119,   153,  163;  of  Treasurer, 

2,  11,  5.0,  133,  154,  164,  175;  Exec- 
utive  Committee,    2,    120,    164;  on 
Publications,  4,   50,   127,   156,   169; 
on  Library,  4,  50,  125,  174,  169;   on 
Nominations,  7,  53,   129,   156,  171: 
on  Statistics,  52  ;  on  Centennial  Ex- 
hibition, 53  ;  on  Finance,  128. 

Resolutions:  Relating  to  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  9,  to  collecting  statistics, 
9;  thanks  to  W.  A.  Whitehead,  51; 
appointing  a  committee  of  conference 
on  Centennial.  53 ;  authorizing  the 
return  of  a  portrait,  to  C.  Parker, 
54;  thanks  to  J.  P.  Bradley,  36; 
authorising  Library  Committee  to 
draw  money  for  the  library,  128;  to 
to  revise  list  of  members,  128 ;  on 
County  histories,  130;  on  celebra- 
tions at  Princeton  and  Trenton,  131 ; 
of  thanks  to  President  Hammill,  157; 
to  continue  Centennial  exhibits,  173; 
to  obtain  Centennial  celebrations  and 
addresses,  174. 

Rhode  Island  Historical  Society.  Do- 
nations from,  143. 

Riddell,  G.  T.    163. 

Riker,  James.    120. 

Ritchie,  A.  G.    170,  174. 

Robinson,  Major  C.  W.    120. 

Rockwood,  Charles  G.  Donations  from, 
161. 

Rodgers,  D.D.,  Ravaud  K.  2,  49,  Res- 
olution respecting  Letter  from,  57. 

Roome,  William.  Donations  from,  160. 

Ross,  William  T.    153. 

Royle,  Vernon.    Donation  from,  179. 


Salter,    Edwin.     Paper  received  from, 

10,  18,  Donations  from,  15,  63,  140. 
Scarborough,  R't.  Rev.  John.    153. 
Scott,  Daniel  0.    Donations  from,  64. 
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Scull.  G.  D.    Donation  from,  160. 
Searfoss,  Amos    H.     Donations  from, 

17.  64,  161. 
Sergeant,  J.  D.    157. 
Saward,    George   W.    Donation  from, 

176. 

Sheaffer,  P.  W.     Donation  from,  140. 
Sheldon,  D.D.,   George.    10,  129,  130, 

131,  157,  170,  offers  resolution  about 

Centennial  Celebrations,  774. 
Sibley,  H.  E.    Donation  from,  178. 
Simpson,  Gen'l  J.  H.    50,  Letter  from. 

59. 
Skinner,  William.  Portrait  of,  returned 

to  C.  Parker,  54. 

Smith,  Eugene  A.     Donation  from,  64. 
Marshall     B.    Donation   from, 

66,  156. 

Sheldon.  Donation  from,  162. 


Smithsonian  Institution.  Donations 
from,  16,  143,  180. 

Snowden,  James  Ross.     1. 

Spooner,  Ross,  120. 

Squan.    Origin  of  name,  21. 

St  Paul's  Church,  Paterson.  Dona- 
tion from,  143. 

Stafford,  Miss  S.  S.  Donations  from, 
8,  12,  170. 

Staples,  S.  E.  16,  Donation  from,  17. 

Stone,  Edwin  M.  Donations  from,  140, 
160. 

Studdleford  Rev.  S.  M.  Donation  from, 
13. 

Strong,  Edward  A.  Donation  from,  139 

Stryker,  Wm.  S.  120,  154,  163,  170, 
reads  a  paper  on  Col.  Philip  John- 
son, 173,  187,  Donation,  from,  177. 

Swords,  George  R.  Donation  from,  180. 

R.  S.  51,  56,  131,  157,  168, 

173,  Donations  from,  13,  64, 
132,  141,  162,  176. 

Stanford.  Donation  from,  143. 

Swedenburg  Publishing  Company.  Do- 
nations from,  16. 

Swinburne,  James.  119,  Letter  from, 
and  answer,  135,  Donation  from,  179. 


Taylor,   D.D.,    Wm    J.    R.     Donation 

from,  177. 

Teese,  F.  H     Donations  from,  176. 
Tenney,  Horrace  A.    Donation  from, 

142. 

Terrell,  H.  H.    Donation  from,  177. 
Thomas,    \V.  H.   B.      Donation    from, 

160. 
Thompson,  A.  Remsen.  Donations  from, 

129. 


Thornton,  J.  Wingate,  Donation  from. 

142. 
Throckmorton,    B.   W.    163,   reads    a 

paper  on  John  DeHart.  173,  189. 
Thurston,  Samuel  D.    2. 
Tin  ton  Falls.    Origin  of  name,  19. 
Tom's  River.    Origin  of  name,  20. 
Tower,  J.  M.    50. 

Towne,  Wm.  B.  Donation  from,  160. 
Tuttle,  George  F.  Donation,  from,  178. 
Tuttle,  D.D.,  Joseph  F.  1,  50,  120, 

154,   163,    Donations  from.   14,  65, 

139,  160,  176. 
Tuttle,  Joseph  N.    Donation  from.  16. 

Q 

United  States  Patent  Office.  Donations 
from,  12,  63,  139,  161,  178 

Coast  Survey.  1 54,  Donations 

from  13,  161,  178. 

Bureau  of  Education.  50,  120, 

Donations  from,  16,  64,  139, 
162. 

Department  of  the  Interior. 

50,  120,  163,  Donations  from, 
139,  179. 

Medical  Bnreau.    163. 

Engineer  Department.  Dona- 
tion from,  178. 


Vanarsdale,  Mrs.  Jacob.  Donation, 
from,  17. 

Vanderpool,  Beach.  Donations  from, 
66,  161. 

Vanderpool.  William.  Donation  from, 
142. 

Van  Fleet,  Abraham.  Donation  from, 
180. 

Vermilye,  J.  D.    Donation  from,  141. 

Vermont  Historical  Society.  Donation 
from,  180. 

Virginia  Historical  Society.  50,  Dona- 
tions from,  143,  159 

Voorhees,  G.  A.    Donation  from,  12. 

Voorhees,  Ralph.    1. 

W 

Waackaack.  (Waycake)  Origin  of  name, 

23. 

Ward,  Marcus  L.    153. 
Watson,    John    Lee.     171,    Donations 

from,  178. 
Whitehead,   W.   A.      8,  54,  131   157 

170,  Donations  from,  16,  51,  64,  161, 

179,   Resolution   of  thanks   to,    51. 
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173,  Reads  Mr.  Bradley's  memoir  of 
Hon.  W.  L.  Dayton,  56,  Letter  to 
Jas.  Swinburne,  135,  offers  resolu- 
tion about  Centennial  contributions, 
173,  Reads  paper  on  Richard  Stock- 
ton, 173,  174. 

Whitehead,  Cortlandt.  Donation  from, 
65. 

Whitney,  James  A.  Donation  from, 
142. 

Wickes,  D.  D.  Stephen.  Donations 
from.  141. 

Wilmans,  A.  F.    Donation  from,  140. 

Williams,  Ohas.  J.  Donation  from,  180. 

Wilmington  Institute.  Donation  from, 
14. 

Wilson,  Henry  W.    10. 

Reginald.    120. 

S.  R.    129. 

Winans,  Wm.  H.  Donations  from,  142. 

Winfleld,  C.  H.    Donation  from,  176. 


Wisconsin  Historical  Society.  Dona- 
tions from,  65,  143. 

Witherspoon  D.D.,  John.  Memoir  of 
read,  131. 

West  Creek.    Origin  of  name,  21. 

West,  Nathaniel.  Donation  from,  140. 

Westervelt,  Harmon  C.  Donation 
from,  63. 

Worcester  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Donations 
from,  143,  1 79. 

Wood,  Isaac  P.   Donations  from,  140. 

Woodward,  J.  A.  163.  Donation  from, 
182. 

Wurtz,  Alexander.    129. 


Yale  College.  Donations  from,  15,  142, 

179. 

Yates,  Henry  J.    Donation  from, 
Young,  A.  P.    153. 
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